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Table 2.6-1: Standard Design and Construction Measures 

Impact Area Standard Design and Construction Measure 

Air Quality Fugitive Dust – To reduce potential fugitive dust that may be 
generated by project construction activities, the SCUSD or its 
contractor shall implement the following BAAQMD basic 
construction measures when they are appropriate: 

• All active construction areas will be watered twice daily or 
more often if necessary. Increased watering frequency 
will be required whenever wind speeds exceed 15 miles-
per-hour. 

• Cover stockpiles of debris, soil, sand, and any other 
materials that can be windblown. Trucks transporting 
these materials will be covered. 

• If required pursuant to BAAQMD Regulation 6 Rule 6 
(regarding construction site size being 1-acre or larger), 
all visible mud or dirt trackout onto adjacent public roads 
will be removed using wet power vacuum street sweepers 
at least once per day or as often as necessary to keep 
them free of dust and debris associated with site 
construction. The use of dry power sweeping is 
prohibited.  

• Subsequent to clearing, grading, or excavating, exposed 
portions of the site will be watered, landscaped, treated 
with soil stabilizers, or covered as soon as possible. 
Hydroseed or apply (nontoxic) soil stabilizers to inactive 
construction areas and previously graded areas inactive 
for 10 days or more. 

• Installation of sandbags or other erosion control 
measures to prevent silt runoff to public roadways. 

• Replanting of vegetation in disturbed areas as soon as 
possible after completion of construction.  

• Idling times will be minimized either by shutting 
equipment off when not in use or reducing the maximum 
idling time to five minutes. Clear signage will be provided 
for construction workers at vehicle access points. 

• All construction equipment will be maintained and 
properly tuned in accordance with manufacturer’s 
specifications. All equipment will be checked by a certified 
mechanic and determined to be running in proper 
condition prior to operation. 

• Post a publicly visible sign with the telephone number and 
person to contact regarding dust complaints. This person 
will respond and take corrective action within 48 hours. 
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Chapter 3. Environmental Checklist and Responses 

1. Project Title: Westwood Elementary School Master Plan Project  

2. Lead Agency Name and Address:  Santa Clara Unified School District, 1889 Lawrence 
Road, Santa Clara, CA 95051 

3. Contact Person and Phone Number: Michal Healy, Director of Facility Development 
and Planning, (408) 423-2085 

4. Project Location: 435 Saratoga Avenue, Santa Clara, CA 95050 

5. Project Sponsor’s Name and Address: Santa Clara Unified School District 

6. General Plan Designation: Public / Quasi Public 

7. Zoning: B - Public or Quasi Public 

8. Description of the Project: The project is the implementation of a Master Plan for 
facility improvements at Westwood Elementary School. The Master Plan would be 
implemented in phases, as funding becomes available. Phase 1-A, which consisted of 
all-inclusive playgrounds, perimeter security fencing, and relocation of nine portable 
classrooms and restrooms, was completed in 2023. The Phase 1-B improvements 
include: a new multipurpose building, cooking kitchen, shaded outdoor lunch area, 
kindergarten shade structure, and metal PE shade structure; new drives, parking, and 
entry plaza; and accessibility, utility, paving, fencing, and roofing improvements. Other 
future Master Plan improvements include field/blacktop improvements, removal of all 
portable classrooms on the site, classroom modernization including new kindergarten 
and preschool classroom buildings, a two-story classroom building, additional student 
support spaces, maker space, an administration building, shade structures, and 
additional drives and parking lot reconfiguration. The project includes the proposed 
Phase1-B and future Master Plan improvements. No new uses are proposed by the 
project.  

9. Surrounding Land Uses and Setting: The project site is surrounded by single family 
housing to the northeast, southeast, and southwest, while multifamily housing is located 
across Saratoga Avenue to the northwest. Henry Schmidt Park and the Pruneridge Golf 
Course are also located nearby to the north and west, respectively. 

10. Other public agencies whose approval is required: Division of the State Architect  

11. Have California Native American tribes traditionally and culturally affiliated with 
the project area requested consultation pursuant to Public Resources Code 
section 21080.3.1? If so, is there a plan for consultation that includes, for example, 
the determination of significance of impacts to tribal cultural resources, 
procedures regarding confidentiality, etc.? No Native American tribes have 
requested formal consultation with the SCUSD under AB 52.  
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ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED 

The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project, involving 
at least one impact that is a “Potentially Significant Impact” as indicated by the checklist on the 
following pages. 

 Aesthetics  Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions  Public Services 

 Agricultural and 
Forestry Resources  Hazards and 

Hazardous Materials  Recreation 

 Air Quality  Hydrology/Water 
Quality  Transportation 

 Biological Resources  Land Use/Planning  Tribal Cultural 
Resources 

 Cultural Resources  Mineral Resources  Utilities/Service 
Systems 

 Energy  Noise  Wildfire 

 Geology/Soils  Population/Housing  Mandatory Findings of 
Significance 

 

  

□ □ □ 

□ □ □ 

□ □ □ 

[g] □ [g] 

[g] □ □ 

□ [g] □ 

[g] □ [g] 
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DETERMINATION: (To be completed by the Lead Agency) 

On the basis of this initial evaluation: 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

I find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the 
environment, and a NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared. 

I find that although the proposed project COULD have a significant effect on the 
environment, there WILL NOT be a significant effect in this case because revisions in 
the project have been made by or agreed to by the project proponent. A MITIGATED 
NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared. 

I find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and 
an ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required. 

I find that the proposed project MAY have a "potentially significant impact" or 
"potentially significant unless mitigated" impact on the environment, but at least one 
effect 1) has been adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable 
legal standards, and 2) has been addressed by mitigation measures based on the 
earlier analysis as described on attached sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
REPORT is required, but it must analyze only the effects that remain to be addressed. 

I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the 
environment, because all potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed 
adequately in an earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION pursuant to applicable 
standards, and (b) have been avoided or mitigated pursuant to that earlier EIR or 
NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions or mitigation measures that are 
imposed upon the proposed project, nothing further is required. 

Date 

Westwood Elementary School Master Plan 
Initial Study 

Santa Clara Unified School District 
August 2024 
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EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 

1. A brief explanation is required for all answers except “No Impact” answers that are 
adequately supported by the information sources a lead agency cites in the parentheses 
following each question. A “No Impact” answer is adequately supported if the referenced 
information sources show that the impact simply does not apply to projects like the one 
involved (e.g., the project falls outside a fault rupture zone). A “No Impact” answer 
should be explained where it is based on project-specific factors as well as general 
standards (e.g., the project will not expose sensitive receptors to pollutants, based on a 
project-specific screening analysis). 

2. All answers must take account of the whole action involved, including off-site as well as 
on-site, cumulative as well as project-level, indirect as well as direct, and construction as 
well as operational impacts. 

3. Once the lead agency has determined that a particular physical impact may occur, then 
the checklist answers must indicate whether the impact is potentially significant, less 
than significant with mitigation, or less than significant. “Potentially Significant Impact” is 
appropriate if there is substantial evidence that an effect may be significant. If there are 
one or more “Potentially Significant Impact” entries when the determination is made, an 
EIR is required. 

4. “Negative Declaration: Less Than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated” applies where 
the incorporation of mitigation measures has reduced an effect from “Potentially 
Significant Impact” to a “Less Than Significant Impact.” The lead agency must describe 
the mitigation measures, and briefly explain how they reduce the effect to a less than 
significant level (mitigation measures from “Earlier Analyses,” as described in 5. below, 
may be cross-referenced). 

5. Earlier analyses may be used where, pursuant to the tiering, program EIR, or other 
CEQA process, an effect has been adequately analyzed in an earlier EIR or negative 
declaration (Section 15063(c)(3)(D)). In this case, a brief discussion should identify the 
following: 

a. Earlier Analysis Used. Identify and state where they are available for review. 

b. Impacts Adequately Addressed. Identify which effects from the above checklist were 
within the scope of and adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to 
applicable legal standards, and state whether such effects were addressed by 
mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis. 

c. Mitigation Measures. For effects that are “Less Than Significant with Mitigation 
Measures Incorporated,” describe the mitigation measures which were incorporated 
or refined from the earlier document and the extent to which they address site-
specific conditions for the project. 

6. Lead agencies are encouraged to incorporate into the checklist references to information 
sources for potential impacts (e.g., general plans, zoning ordinances). Reference to a 



Environmental Checklist and Responses  Page 25 

Westwood Elementary School Master Plan  Santa Clara Unified School District 
Initial Study  August 2024 

previously prepared or outside document should, where appropriate, include a reference 
to the page or pages where the statement is substantiated. 

7. Supporting Information Sources. A source list should be attached, and other sources 
used or individuals contacted should be cited in the discussion. 

8.  This is only a suggested form, and lead agencies are free to use different formats; 
however, lead agencies should normally address the questions from this checklist that 
are relevant to a project’s environmental effects in whatever format is selected.  

9. The explanation of each issue should identify: 

a. The significance criteria or threshold, if any, used to evaluate each question; and 

b. The mitigation measure identified, if any, to reduce the impact to less than 
significance. 
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3.1 AESTHETICS 

 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with Mitigation 
Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 

Would the project:* 

a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a 
scenic vista?     

b) Substantially damage scenic 
resources, including, but not limited to, 
trees, rock outcroppings, and historic 
buildings within a state scenic highway? 

    

c) In non-urbanized areas, substantially 
degrade the existing visual character or 
quality of public views of the site and its 
surroundings? (Public views are those 
that are experienced from publicly 
accessible vantage points.) If the project 
is in an urbanized area, would the project 
conflict with applicable zoning and other 
regulations governing scenic quality? 

    

d) Create a new source of substantial 
light or glare which would adversely 
affect day or nighttime views in the area? 

    

*Except as provided in Public Resources Code Section 21099 

3.1.1 Environmental Setting 

The City of Santa Clara’s (City) 2010-2035 General Plan (General Plan) is the primary resource 
for identifying and determining scenic vistas and scenic resources throughout the City. The 
General Plan does not identify any scenic vistas or view corridors within the City. The City’s 
General Plan Integrated Environmental Impact Report (General Plan EIR) lists the Santa Cruz 
Mountains, Diablo Range, San Tomas Aquino Creek, and the Guadalupe River as ‘visual 
resources’ within the City. The project site is not located near any natural or historic features 
that are considered scenic resources by the City (City of Santa Clara 2010). 

Scenic viewsheds are also important factors to consider when analyzing the aesthetic character 
of a project site. While a scenic vista is typically a singular scene or view, scenic viewsheds are 
areas of particular scenic or historic value deemed worthy of preservation against development 
and other changes. According to the General Plan, the project site is not located within or near 
any scenic viewsheds. The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) Scenic Highway 
Program has not designated any scenic highways or potentially eligible scenic highways within 
the City (Caltrans 2019).  

□ □ □ ~ 

□ □ □ ~ 

□ □ ~ □ 

□ □ ~ □ 
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Scenic Highway Corridors 

As described in the General Plan EIR, the City of Santa Clara is served by four freeways: U.S. 
101 traverses east-west through the center of the City, while State Route 237 is located to the 
north and Interstate Highways 880 (I-880) and 280 (I-280) skirt the southeast and southwest 
corners of the City, respectively. While these segments have not been officially designated as 
scenic highways by Caltrans, this portion of I-280 has been identified as being eligible for 
designation. 

There are no state-designated scenic highways within the City. The nearest official state-
designated scenic highway is State Route 9, located approximately 6.5 miles south of the 
project site.  

Sensitive Scenic and Visual Resources 

The City describes scenic vistas and unique scenic resources in the following manner (page 
132 of General Plan EIR):  

“A scenic vista is the view of an area that is visually or aesthetically pleasing. One 
example is the area encompassing a lake or a park-land water amenity and the view-
shed extending from the lake to the highest visible point surrounding the lake. Aesthetic 
components of a scenic vista include; 1) scenic quality, 2) sensitivity level, and 3) view 
access. The City of Santa Clara’s physical setting lends opportunities for many views of 
the community and surrounding natural features, including panoramic views of the Santa 
Cruz Mountains and the Diablo Range and stretches of open space and undeveloped 
land in the Ulistac Natural Area. Scenic vistas can be viewed intermittently from the 
system of formal and informal trails that afford recreational and scenic opportunities for 
the community.” 

“The City of Santa Clara is primarily suburban in character, with nodes of higher density, 
urban development. The southern portion of the City is highly developed, with a wide 
array of residential neighborhoods and the Santa Clara University. The northern portion 
of the City contains industrial, recreational, and tourist commercial development. The 
City’s character and identity are largely products of it history as a Mission City. The 
City’s historic past is reflected through its historic resources, including Mission Santa 
Clara and numerous historic homes. Mission Santa Clara is the restored church of 
Mission Santa Clara de Asís. The Mission Church is open to the public and serves as 
the University chapel.” 

3.1.2 Regulatory Setting 

The District is not subject to local (i.e., City) land use and zoning regulations regarding aesthetic 
design issues. However, since the District has no adopted policies or standards of their own, the 
local land use policies are presented as context by which other nearby jurisdictions use to 
govern aesthetic resources. 
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Local  

City of Santa Clara 2010-2035 General Plan 

The General Plan contains the following policies related to community character and provide 
design guidance: 

• Policy 5.3.1‐P3: Support high quality design consistent with adopted design guidelines 
and the City’s architectural review process. 

• Policy 5.3.1-P10: Provide opportunities for increased landscaping and trees in the 
community, including requirements for new development to provide street trees and a 
minimum 2:1 on‐ or off‐site replacement for trees removed as part of the proposal to 
help increase the urban forest and minimize the heat island effect. 

• Policy 5.3.1-P29: Encourage design of new development to be compatible with, and 
sensitive to, nearby existing and planned development, consistent with other applicable 
General Plan policies.  

• Policy 5.10.3-P4: Encourage new development to incorporate sustainable building 
design, site planning and construction, including encouraging solar opportunities.  

3.1.3 Impact Discussion 

Would the project: 

a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista? 

No Impact. As described in the General Plan EIR, there are no designated scenic vistas within 
the City. The project site is located within a developed urban area, surrounded primarily by 
residential uses, as well as a public park and public golf course. Additionally, there is a 
landscaped median on Saratoga Avenue which includes trees, which further obstructs views. 
Due to existing development, views are generally limited to one or two blocks in each direction 
when traveling on foot or in a vehicle. Additionally, long-range views from the project site are 
obscured by existing development. Therefore, the project would not result in impacts to a scenic 
vista. No impact would occur.  

b) Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not limited to, trees, rock 
outcroppings, and historic buildings within a state scenic highway? 

No Impact. The project site is not visible from an officially designated state scenic highway. The 
closest officially designated state scenic highway to project site is State Route (SR) 9, located 
approximately 6.5 miles south of the project site in Saratoga (Caltrans 2019). Therefore, the 
project would not damage scenic resources within a state scenic highway. The segment of I-280 
extending west from Interstate 880 to the Santa Clara/San Mateo County line, located adjacent 
to the Junipero Serra Channel to the north, is eligible for designation as a state scenic highway; 
however, it does not currently have official designated status. Because the project does not 
affect scenic resources within a state scenic highway, there would be no impact.  
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c) In non-urbanized areas, substantially degrade the existing visual character or 
quality of public views of the site and its surroundings? (Public views are those 
that are experienced from publicly accessible vantage point.) If the project is in an 
urbanized area, would the project conflict with applicable zoning and other 
regulations governing scenic quality? 

Less Than Significant Impact. As noted in the regulatory section, the District is not subject to 
local land use and zoning regulations regarding aesthetic design issues. The proposed project 
is the implementation of a school Master Plan to redevelop the site for current and future needs 
primarily by replacing the classroom buildings on an existing school site. The proposed 
buildings will be located in the same area of the campus where buildings currently exist. Most of 
the proposed buildings are one story in height with one classroom building at two stories and is 
therefore similar to the surrounding urban uses. The full buildout of the Master Plan would 
support fewer students than the site currently has the capacity to support. Additional 
improvements include reconfiguring the parking areas and replacing landscaping around the 
site. Tree removal is proposed; however, replacement landscaping will be provided. No 
permanent significant degradation of the existing visual character or quality of the site is 
anticipated. Rather, the project is anticipated to permanently enhance the scenic quality of the 
site by adding new, attractive buildings and new landscaping. Therefore, the impact is 
considered less than significant.  

d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare which would adversely affect day 
or nighttime views in the area? 

Less Than Significant Impact. No new significant night lighting is proposed as part of the 
project. Site, building, and parking lot security and safety night lighting is planned, however, this 
type of lighting currently exists at the site and new buildings will occupy the same areas of the 
campus where buildings currently exist. All new lighting will be fully shielded and directed 
toward the ground and not toward neighboring properties. This impact would be less than 
significant. 
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3.2 AGRICULTURAL AND FOREST RESOURCES 

 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with Mitigation 
Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 

Would the project*: 

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique 
Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide 
Importance (Farmland) as shown on the 
maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland 
Mapping and Monitoring Program of the 
California Resources Agency, to non-
agricultural use? 

    

b) Conflict with existing zoning for 
agricultural use or a Williamson Act 
contract? 

    

c) Conflict with existing zoning for, or 
cause rezoning of, forest land (as defined 
in Public Resources Code Section 
12220(g)), timberland (as defined by 
Public Resources Code Section 4526), or 
timberland zoned Timberland Production 
(as defined by Government Code Section 
51104(g))?  

    

d) Result in the loss of forest land or 
conversion of forest land to non-forest 
use? 

    

e) Involve other changes in the existing 
environment which, due to their location or 
nature, could result in conversion of 
Farmland to non-agricultural use or 
conversion of forest land to non-forest 
use? 

    

*In determining whether impacts to agricultural resources are significant environmental effects, lead agencies may refer 
to the California Agricultural Land Evaluation and Site Assessment Model (1997) prepared by the California Dept. of 
Conservation as an optional model to use in assessing impacts on agriculture and farmland. In determining whether 
impacts to forest resources, including timberland, are significant environmental effects, lead agencies may refer to 
information compiled by the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection regarding the state’s inventory of 
forest land, including the Forest and Range Assessment Project and the Forest Legacy Assessment project; and forest 
carbon measurement methodology provided in Forest Protocols adopted by the California Air Resources Board. 

□ □ □ ~ 

□ □ □ ~ 

□ □ □ ~ 

□ □ □ ~ 

□ □ □ ~ 
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3.2.1 Environmental Setting 

The project site is located in the City of Santa Clara and all proposed project improvements 
would occur within an existing, urban area. The California Department of Conservation (CDC) 
Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program identifies the area as Urban and Built-up Land 
(CDC 2022).  

3.2.2 Regulatory Setting 

State  

Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program 

The California Department of Conservation’s Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program 
(FMMP) assesses the location, quality, and quantity of agricultural land and conversion of these 
lands over time. Agricultural land is rated according to soil quality and irrigation status. The best 
quality land is called Prime Farmland. In CEQA analyses, the FMMP classifications and 
published county maps are used, in part, to identify whether agricultural resources that could be 
affected are present on or near the project site. 

3.2.3 Impact Discussion 

Would the project: 

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide Importance 
(Farmland) as shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping 
and Monitoring Program of the California Resources Agency, to non-agricultural 
use? 

b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use or a Williamson Act contract? 

c) Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of, forest land (as defined in 
Public Resources Code Section 12220(g)), timberland (as defined by Public 
Resources Code Section 4526), or timberland zoned Timberland Production (as 
defined by Government Code Section 51104(g))? 

d) Result in the loss of forest land or conversion of forest land to non-forest use? 

e) Involve other changes in the existing environment which, due to their location or 
nature, could result in conversion of Farmland to non-agricultural use or 
conversion of forest land to non-forest use? 

No Impact. (Responses a – e). The project would not impact Prime Farmland, Unique 
Farmland, Farmland of Statewide Importance, forest land, or land under a Williamson Act 
contract as none are present on or near the project site (CDC 2022). None of the proposed 
construction activities involve agricultural or forestry use. The project would not convert or cause 
the conversion of any farmland or forest land to a non-agricultural/non-forest use because the 
project site is within urban and built-up land surrounded by urban uses. Thus, the project would 
not result in impacts to any agricultural or forestry resources. No impact would occur.  
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3.3 AIR QUALITY 

 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with Mitigation 
Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 

Would the project*: 

a) Conflict with or obstruct 
implementation of the applicable air 
quality plan? 

    

b) Result in a cumulatively considerable 
net increase of any criteria pollutant for 
which the project region is non-attainment 
under an applicable federal or state 
ambient air quality standard? 

    

c) Expose sensitive receptors to 
substantial pollutant concentrations?     

d) Result in other emissions (such as 
those leading to odors) adversely 
affecting a substantial number of people? 

    

*Where available, the significance criteria established by the applicable air quality management district or air pollution 
control district may be relied upon to make the following determinations. 

3.3.1 Environmental Setting 

Air quality is a function of pollutant emissions and topographic and meteorological influences. 
Physical atmospheric conditions such as air temperature, wind speed and topography influence 
air quality. 

Criteria Air Pollutants 

Federal, state, and local governments control air quality through the implementation of laws, 
ordinances, regulations, and standards. The federal and state governments have established 
ambient air quality standards for “criteria” pollutants considered harmful to the environment and 
public health. National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) have been established for 
carbon monoxide (CO), lead (Pb), nitrogen dioxide (NO2), ozone (O3), fine particulate matter 
(particles 2.5 microns in diameter and smaller, or PM2.5), inhalable coarse particulate matter 
(particles 10 microns in diameter and smaller, or PM10), and sulfur dioxide (SO2). California 
Ambient Air Quality Standards (CAAQS) are more stringent than the national standards for the 
pollutants listed above and include the following additional pollutants: hydrogen sulfide (H2S), 
sulfates (SOX), and vinyl chloride. In addition to these criteria pollutants, the federal and state 
governments have classified certain pollutants as hazardous air pollutants (HAPs) or toxic air 
contaminants (TACs), such as asbestos and diesel particulate matter (DPM).  

□ □ □ l:8J 

□ □ l:8J □ 

□ □ l:8J □ 

□ □ l:8J □ 
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San Francisco Bay Area Air Basin 

The proposed project is located in the San Francisco Bay Area Air Basin (SFBAAB), an area of 
non-attainment for both the 1-hour and 8-hour state ozone standards, both the annual and 24-
hour state PM10 standards, and the national 24-hour and state annual PM2.5 standards 
(BAAQMD 2023b, Table 5-1).0F

1 The SFBAAB is comprised of nine counties: all of Alameda, 
Contra Costa, Santa Clara, San Francisco, San Mateo, Marin, Napa, and the southern portions 
of Solano and Sonoma. In Santa Clara County, PM2.5 does not exceed the national standard 
(BAAQMD 2019). 

The San Francisco Bay Area is generally characterized by a Mediterranean climate with warm, 
dry summers and cool, damp winters. During the summer daytime high temperatures near the 
coast are primarily in the mid-60s, whereas areas farther inland are typically in the high-80s to 
low-90s. Nighttime low temperatures on average are in the mid-40s along the coast and low to 
mid-30s inland. The Mediterranean climate is seen along most of the West Coast of North 
America and is primarily due to a (typically dominating) high-pressure system, located off the 
west coast of North America, over the Pacific Ocean. During the summer and fall months the 
high-pressure ridge is at its strongest and therefore provides a more stable atmosphere. Warm 
temperatures and a stable atmosphere associated with the high-pressure ridge provide 
favorable conditions for the formation of photochemical pollutants (e.g., O3) and secondary 
particulates (e.g., nitrogen oxides (NOX) and SO2).  

Varying topography and limited atmospheric mixing throughout the SFBAAB restrict air 
movement resulting in reduced dispersion and higher concentrations of air pollutants. The 
SFBAAB is most susceptible to air pollution during the summer when cool marine air flowing 
through the Golden Gate can become trapped under a layer of warmer air (a phenomenon 
known as an inversion) and is prevented from escaping the valleys and bays created by the 
Coast Ranges. 

Existing Emissions Sources 

The proposed project would be located on the Westwood Elementary School campus on 
Saratoga Avenue. The existing campus includes 35 classrooms with the capacity to support up 
to 746 students. As an active elementary school, the campus generates emissions from mobile 
sources (e.g., student and staff vehicle trips to and from school), small stationary sources (e.g., 
boilers, furnaces, or ovens), and area sources (e.g., water and space heating equipment and 
landscaping). These existing emissions contribute to local and regional air quality conditions 
near the school and in the greater SFBAAB. 

Sensitive Receptors 

A sensitive receptor is defined by the Bay Area Air Quality Management District (BAAQMD) as a 
facility or land use that include members of the population that are particularly sensitive to the 
effects of air pollution, such as children, seniors, or people will illnesses (BAAQMD 2023b, 

 
1 On February 7, 2024, the U.S. EPA lowered the primary annual average health-based standard for 
PM2.5 from 12 µg/m3 to 9 µg/m3. The U.S. EPA generally makes initial attainment/nonattainment 
designations within 2 years of the issuance of a new standard. 
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Appendix F) These typically include residences, hospitals, and schools. Sensitive air quality 
receptors within 1,000 feet of the project site include: 

• Single-family residential receptors adjacent to the school grounds along Los Padres 
Boulevard, Bohannon Drive, and Cypress Avenue.  

• Multi-family residential receptors at the Summerwood Apartments along Saratoga 
Avenue. The closest of these receptors is approximately 120 feet west of Westwood 
Elementary School.  

• Henry Schmidt Park public sports fields and tennis courts, located approximately 310 
feet north of Westwood Elementary School.  

• Everett Alvarez Junior Park public park, located along Los Padres Boulevard 
approximately 420 feet east of Westwood Elementary School. 

• Pruneridge Golf Club golf course, located along Saratoga Avenue approximately 750 
southwest of Westwood Elementary School. 

3.3.2 Regulatory Setting 

CARB In-Use Off-Road Diesel Vehicle Regulation 

The California Air Resources Board (CARB)’s In-Use Off-Road Diesel Equipment regulation is 
intended to reduce emissions of NOX and PM from off-road diesel vehicles, including 
construction equipment, operating within California. The regulation imposes limits on idling; 
requires reporting equipment and engine information and labeling all vehicles reported; restricts 
adding older vehicles to fleets; and requires fleets to reduce their emissions by retiring, 
replacing, or repowering older engines or installing exhaust retrofits for PM. The requirements 
and compliance dates of the off-road regulation vary by fleet size, and large fleets (fleets with 
more than 5,000 horsepower) must meet average targets or comply with Best Available Control 
Technology requirements beginning in 2014. CARB has off-road anti-idling regulations affecting 
self-propelled diesel-fueled vehicles of 25 horsepower and up. The off-road anti-idling 
regulations limit idling on applicable equipment to no more than five minutes, unless exempted 
due to safety, operation, or maintenance requirements. 

CARB On-Road Heavy-Duty Diesel Vehicle (In-Use) Regulation 

CARB’s On-Road Heavy-Duty Diesel Vehicles (In-Use) regulation (also known as the Truck and 
Bus Regulation) is intended to reduce emission of NOX, PM, and other criteria pollutants 
generated from existing on-road diesel vehicles operating in California. The regulation applies to 
nearly all diesel-fueled trucks and buses with a gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR) greater than 
14,000 pounds that are privately or federally owned, and for privately and publicly owned school 
buses. Heavier trucks and buses with a GVWR greater than 26,000 pounds must comply with a 
schedule by engine model year or owners can report to show compliance with more flexible 
options. Fleets complying with the heavier trucks and buses schedule must install the best 
available PM filter on 1996 model year and newer engines, and replace the vehicle 8 years 
later. Trucks with 1995 model year and older engines had to be replaced starting in 2015. 
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Replacements with a 2010 model year or newer engine meet the final requirements, but owners 
can also replace the equipment with used trucks that have a future compliance date (as 
specified in regulation). By 2023, all trucks and buses must have at least 2010 model year 
engines with few exceptions. 

Bay Area Air Quality Management District 

The BAAQMD is the agency primarily responsible for maintaining air quality and regulating 
emissions of criteria and toxic air pollutants within the SFBAAB. The BAAQMD carries out this 
responsibility by preparing, adopting, and implementing plans, regulations, and rules that are 
designed to achieve attainment of state and national air quality standards. The BAAQMD is the 
agency primarily responsible for maintaining air quality and regulating emissions of criteria and 
toxic air pollutants within the SFBAAB. The BAAQMD carries out this responsibility by 
preparing, adopting, and implementing plans, regulations, and rules that are designed to 
achieve attainment of state and national air quality standards. The BAAQMD currently has 14 
regulations containing more than 100 rules that control and limit emissions from sources of 
pollutants. Table 3.3-1 summarizes the major BAAQMD rules and regulations that may apply to 
the proposed project. 

Table 3.3-1: Potentially Applicable BAAQMD Rules and Regulations 

1- General 
Provisions and 
Definitions 

1- General 
Provisions and 
Definitions 

301 – Public Nuisance: Establishes that no person shall 
discharge quantities of air contaminants or other 
materials which cause injury, detriment, nuisance or 
annoyance to any considerable number or person or the 
public; or which endangers the comfort, repose, health, 
or safety of any such person or the public. 

6 – Particulate 
Matter 

1 – General 
Requirements 

Limits visible particulate matter emissions. 

6 – Particulate 
Matter 

6 – Prohibition 
of Trackout 

Limits the quantity of particulate matter through control of 
trackout of solid materials on paved public roads from 
construction sites that are greater than one acre in size. 

8 – Organic 
Compounds 

3 – 
Architectural 
Coatings 

Sets forth VOC limitations and requirements for 
architectural coatings. Traffic marking coatings are 
required to meet a standard of 100 g/L. 

7- Odorous 
substances 

Odorous 
Substances 

Establishes general limitations on odorous substances 
and specific emission limitations on certain odorous 
compounds, such as ammonia. 

11- Hazardous 
Pollutants 

2 – Asbestos 
Demolition, 
Renovation and 
Manufacturing 

Control emissions of asbestos to the atmosphere during 
demolition, renovation, milling and manufacturing and 
establish appropriate waste disposal procedures. 

Source: BAAQMD, 2023c. 
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Local 

City of Santa Clara 2010-2035 General Plan 

While the SCUSD is not subject to local zoning or general plan requirements, the City of Santa 
Clara’s General Plan policies provide context for recreational uses or goals in Santa Clara and 
can be used to identify potential compatibility conflicts related to recreation: 

Parks, Open Space and Recreation Policies: 

• Policy 5.9.1‐P10: Explore opportunities to partner with local private non‐profits and 
public agencies, such as school districts, to provide community gardens and 
opportunities for community socialization in the City. 

• Policy 5.9.1‐P11: Encourage the shared use of open space resources, such as school 
grounds, for neighborhood recreation to maximize public accessibility.  

• Policy 5.9.1‐P12: Promote the preservation of open space and recreational areas on 
existing and closed school sites. 

3.16.3 Impact Discussion 

Would the project: 

a) Increase the use of existing neighborhood or regional parks or other recreational 
facilities such that significant physical deterioration of the facility would occur or 
be accelerated? 

No Impact. The proposed project would not induce population growth (see Response 3.14.3a-
b) as the project reduces the existing student capacity from 746 to 584 with the full buildout of 
the proposed Master Plan. Construction activities could limit the use of the schools playfields by 
the public, but the impacts would be temporary and not expected to affect the use of 
neighborhood or regional parks. Therefore, the proposed project would not substantially 
increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional parks or other recreational facilities such 
that physical deterioration of these facilities would occur or be accelerated. This impact would 
be less than significant. 

b) Include recreational facilities or require the construction or expansion of 
recreational facilities which might have an adverse physical effect on the 
environment? 

Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed school Master Plan would replace existing 
facilities with new modern school facilities, including school recreational amenities such as black 
top renovation/painting, play structures, and grass turf renovation. Renovation or replacement of 
existing recreational facilities at the site as part of Master Plan implementation could result in 
adverse effects on the environment. However, project compliance with the standard design and 
construction measures contained in Table 2.6-1 and Mitigation Measures presented in this Initial  
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Study, any potentially significant environmental impacts would be reduced to less than 
significant. As such, the project would not have an adverse physical effect on the environment 
through construction of improvements at the school site.   
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3.17 TRANSPORTATION 

 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with Mitigation 
Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 

Would the project: 

a) Conflict with a program, plan, ordinance 
or policy addressing the circulation system, 
including transit, roadway, bicycle, and 
pedestrian facilities? 

    

b) Conflict or be inconsistent with CEQA 
Guidelines section 15064.3(b), which 
pertains to vehicle miles travelled? 

    

c) Substantially increase hazards due to a 
geometric design feature (e.g., sharp 
curves or dangerous intersections) or 
incompatible uses (e.g., farm equipment)? 

    

d) Result in inadequate emergency 
access?     

The following discussion is based on a transportation analysis memo prepared by Hexagon 
Traffic Consultants, Inc. dated May 17, 2024, and included as Appendix G. 

3.17.1 Environmental Setting  

The Westwood Elementary School Master Plan is part of the school district’s master plan 
update for four existing elementary schools in the City of Santa Clara. These schools include 
the following: 

• Westwood Elementary School 

• Bracher Elementary School 

• Briarwood Elementary School 

• Scott Lane Elementary School 

As part of the master plan for each school, each site will include modernization, reconfiguration, 
and/or expansion for each campus. The campus adjustments may result in reconfiguration 
and/or addition of parking along with adjustments to access and circulation. Full buildout of the 
Westwood Elementary School Master Plan would reduce the number of classrooms from 35 to 
27, reduce the number of staff from 84 to 76, and reduce the student capacity from 746 to 584. 

□ □ [g] □ 

□ □ [g] □ 

□ □ □ [g] 

□ □ [g] □ 
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In addition, an entry plaza would be constructed, additional parking would be installed, and 
there would be small changes to on-site circulation and inbound vehicular access. 

Site Access 

Regional access to the project site is provided by Interstate 280 (I-280) and Interstate 880 (I-
880). I-280 is an eight-lane freeway aligned in an east-west direction about one mile south of 
the project site. Site access to and from I-280 is provided by San Tomas Expressway. I-880 is 
an eight-lane freeway aligned in a north-south direction approximately one mile east of the 
project site. Local access to the site is provided by San Tomas Expressway, Stevens Creek 
Boulevard, Saratoga Road, El Camino Real and Winchester Boulevard.  

Local bus service is provided by the Valley Transportation Authority (VTA). Several bus stops 
are located within 0.5 mile of the project on Winchester Boulevard and San Tomas Expressway. 
Bus routes in the area include buses 57 and 60.  

Transit Services and Pedestrian and Bicycle Facilities 

Pedestrian facilities in the project area consist primarily of sidewalks along streets. Some roads 
in the area, including Saratoga Avenue and Los Padres Boulevard, have marked bicycle lanes. 
Some of the students may walk or ride their bike to school. The residential neighborhood in the 
vicinity of the school site has continuous sidewalks along most roadways. The intersections of 
Saratoga Avenue/Los Padres Boulevard, Bohannon Drive/Los Padres Boulevard, and 
Bohannon Drive/Cypress Avenue have yellow crosswalks due to their proximity to Westwood 
Elementary School. ADA-compliant curb ramps are provided at the Saratoga Avenue/Los 
Padres Boulevard (northwest and northeast corners), Saratoga Avenue/Cypress Avenue, 
Bohannon Drive/Cypress Avenue, Consuelo Avenue/Los Padres Boulevard, and Bohannon 
Drive/Los Padres Boulevard intersections. Dedicated Class II striped bike lanes are provided 
along the project frontage on Saratoga Avenue and along the nearby Los Padres Boulevard. 

3.17.2 Regulatory Setting 

Federal  

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990 

Titles I, II, III, and V of the ADA have been codified in Title 42 of the United States Code, 
beginning at Section 12101. Title III prohibits discrimination based on disability in “places of 
public accommodation” (businesses and non-profit agencies that serve the public) and 
“commercial facilities” (other businesses). The regulation includes Appendix A through Part 36 
(Standards for Accessible Design), establishing minimum standards for ensuring accessibility 
when designing and constructing a new facility or altering an existing facility. Examples of key 
guidelines include detectable warnings for pedestrians entering traffic where there is no curb, a 
clear zone of 48 inches for the pedestrian travel way, and a vibration-free zone for pedestrians. 
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State  

Senate Bill 743 

Senate Bill 743 (SB 743) was enacted in 2013 and became effective in July 2014. It requires the 
Office of Planning Research and the Natural Resources Agency to amend the State CEQA 
Guidelines through developing criteria for determining the way transportation impacts are 
measured in California for new development projects, making sure they are built in a way that 
allows Californians more options to drive less (Pub. Res. Code § 21099(b). Starting on July 1, 
2020, agencies analyzing the transportation impacts of new projects must now look at a metric 
known as vehicle miles traveled (VMT) instead of LOS. VMT measures how much actual auto 
travel (additional miles driven) a proposed project would create on California roads. If the project 
adds excessive car travel onto our roads, the project may cause a significant transportation 
impact. This change is intended to help the State achieve climate commitments, preserve the 
environment, improve health and safety and boost the economy by prioritizing co-located jobs, 
services, and housing. It will also reduce the time spent in cars to get places and provide more 
choices for how people travel, which will help to promote business, provide access to 
opportunity, and improve the quality of life across California. 

Senate Bill 375 

Senate Bill 375 (SB 375) requires MPOs to prepare a Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) 
that demonstrates how the region will meet its greenhouse gas (GHG) reduction targets through 
integrated land use, housing and transportation planning. Specifically, the SCS must identify a 
transportation network that is integrated with the forecasted development pattern for the plan 
area and will reduce GHG emissions from automobiles and light trucks in accordance with 
targets set by the California Air Resources Board.  

California Vehicle Code 

The California Vehicle Code provides requirements for ensuring emergency vehicle access 
regardless of traffic conditions. Sections 21806(a)(1), 21806(a)(2), and 21806(c) define how 
motorists and pedestrians are required to yield the right-of-way to emergency vehicles. 

Local  

City of Santa Clara 2010-2035 General Plan 

The mobility and transportation goals and policies outlined in the City’s General Plan support 
connected networks that facilitate pedestrian, bicycle and vehicular movement throughout the 
City. 

General Mobility and Transportation Goals 

• Goal 5.8.1‐G1: Transportation networks that support the General Plan Major 
Strategies as well as the Goals and Policies for Prerequisites, Land Use, Focus Areas, 
Neighborhood Compatibility, Public Services and Environmental Quality.  
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3.17.4 Non-CEQA Transportation Related Issues 

As stated above, Hexagon conducted a LTA to supplement the VMT analysis and identify 
transportation and traffic operational issues that may arise due to implementation of the project. 
The LTA includes an evaluation of the effects of the project on transportation, access, 
circulation, and related safety elements in the proximate area of the project. The LTA includes 
the evaluation of weekday AM and PM peak hour operations at a limited number of intersections 
for the purpose of identifying operational issues (queuing, signal operations, and potential multi-
modal issues) at intersections in the general vicinity of the project site. The LTA is provided to 
inform the District of the project’s impacts on local roadways, however, the operational 
deficiencies identified as part of the LTA are not considered impacts per CEQA guidelines. 

Operational Analysis 

An operational analysis was conducted at the intersections of Saratoga Avenue/Los Padres 
Boulevard and Saratoga Avenue/Cypress Avenue. The operational analysis includes an 
evaluation of level of service and signal warrant analysis during the AM and PM peak hours. 
The purpose of the operational analysis is to determine whether there are any existing 
deficiencies at these locations. It should be noted that the proposed Master Plan would reduce 
the maximum student capacity and result in a decrease in trips generated by the school. 

Intersection Level of Service Analysis 

Traffic conditions at the intersections of Saratoga Avenue/Los Padres Boulevard and Saratoga 
Avenue/Cypress Avenue were analyzed for the weekday AM and PM peak hours of traffic. The 
weekday AM peak hour of traffic generally falls within the 7:00 AM to 9:00 AM period and the 
weekday PM peak hour is typically in the 4:00 PM to 6:00 PM period. It is during these times 
that the most congested traffic conditions occur on a typical weekday. 

Existing traffic volumes at the study intersections were obtained from new traffic counts in April 
2024. Level of service was evaluated using TRAFFIX, which utilizes the HCM 2000 
methodology. 

Signalized Intersections 

The City of Santa Clara evaluates level of service at signalized intersections based on the 2000 
HCM level of service methodology. This HCM method evaluates signalized intersection 
operations on the basis of average control delay time for all vehicles at the intersection. This 
average delay can then be correlated to a level of service. The City uses a minimum acceptable 
level of service standard of LOS D for signalized intersections. 

Unsignalized Intersections 

Level of service for unsignalized intersections is determined using the 2000 HCM methodology 
for unsignalized intersection analysis. This method is applicable for both two-way and all-way 
stop-controlled intersections. For the analysis of stop-controlled intersections, the 2000 HCM 
evaluates intersection operations on the basis of average control delay time for all vehicles on 
the stop-controlled approaches. For the purpose of reporting level of service for one- and two-
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way stop-controlled intersections, the delay and corresponding level of service for the stop-
controlled minor street approach with the highest delay is reported. For all-way stop-controlled 
intersections, the reported average delay and corresponding level of service is the average for 
all approaches at the intersection. The City uses a minimum acceptable level of service 
standard of LOS D for unsignalized intersections. 

Signal Warrants 

Level of service analysis at unsignalized intersections is supplemented with an assessment of 
the need for signalization at the intersection. The need for signalization of unsignalized 
intersections is assessed based on the Peak Hour Volume Warrant (Warrant 3) described in the 
California Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Streets and Highways (CA MUTCD), 
Part 4, Highway Traffic Signals, 2018. This method makes no evaluation of intersection level of 
service, but simply provides an indication whether vehicular peak hour traffic volumes are, or 
would be, sufficient to justify installation of a traffic signal. The decision to install a traffic signal 
should not be based purely on the warrants alone. Instead, the installation of a signal should be 
considered and further analysis performed when one or more of the warrants are met. 
Additionally, engineering judgment is exercised on a case-by-case basis to evaluate the effect a 
traffic signal will have on certain types of accidents and traffic conditions at the subject 
intersection as well as at adjacent intersections. Intersections that meet the peak hour warrant 
are subject to further analysis before determining that a traffic signal is necessary. Other options 
such as traffic control devices, signage, or geometric changes may be preferable based on 
existing field conditions. 

Level of Service Results 

The results of the intersection level of service analysis show that both study intersections 
currently operate at acceptable LOS D conditions. Additionally, peak-hour volumes at the 
unsignalized study intersection would not meet signal warrant thresholds. While the southbound 
U-turn at Saratoga Avenue/Cypress Avenue carries moderate volume due to vehicles making 
the U-turn to access the school, the opposing through traffic volume is relatively light, and 
vehicles are able to easily find a gap in traffic to make the U-turn. 

Site Access 

Site access during both Master Plan phases would remain the same. Primary site access will be 
provided by a driveway along Saratoga Avenue. The existing exit-only driveway along Saratoga 
Avenue will be reconstructed and converted into a two-way driveway. Secondary site access is 
provided via an existing driveway to the staff/pre-school parking lot. During Phase 1-B of the 
Master Plan, the visitor parking/drop-off area will be separated from the staff parking lot. After 
full buildout of the Master Plan, the visitor parking/drop-off area would be connected to the 
staff/pre-school parking lot. It should be noted that bollards would be installed between the two 
parking areas, retaining the separation between the two distinct parking areas.  

Driveway Design and Sight Distance 

The master plan shows primary driveway along Saratoga Avenue providing access to the visitor 
parking lot and the elementary school drop-off area measuring approximately 24 feet in width at 
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the throat, providing adequate width for two-way operations. A right-turn only sign should be 
installed to alert drivers that only right-turns may be completed from the main exit driveway. The 
existing secondary driveway providing access to the staff/pre-school lot measures 
approximately 26 feet in width, providing adequate width for two-way operations.  

Providing the appropriate sight distance reduces the likelihood of a collision at a driveway or 
intersection and provides drivers with the ability to locate sufficient gaps in traffic. Sight distance 
generally should be provided in accordance with Caltrans standards. The minimum acceptable 
sight distance is often considered the Caltrans stopping sight distance. Sight distance 
requirements vary depending on the roadway speeds. For Saratoga Avenue, which has a speed 
limit of 25 mph, the Caltrans stopping sight distance is 200 feet (based on a design speed of 30 
mph). This means that a driver must be able to see 200 feet down Saratoga Avenue to locate a 
sufficient gap to turn out of the project driveway. This also gives drivers traveling along Saratoga 
Avenue adequate time to react to vehicles exiting the project driveway. No obstructions block an 
exiting driver’s vision along either direction of Saratoga Avenue. The existing red curb adjacent 
to both driveways prohibit on-street parking and should be maintained to ensure adequate sight 
distance. Due to the lack of obstructions along Saratoga Avenue, it can be concluded that sight 
distance is adequate at the main exit driveway.  

On-Site Vehicular Circulation and Parking Layout 

On-site vehicular circulation was reviewed in accordance with generally accepted traffic 
engineering standards. The on-site vehicular circulation during drop-off and pick-up hours 
allows all students to be dropped off or picked up at the curb. The student drop-off and pick-up 
area located near the east side of the parking lot area removes the need for students to walk 
through the parking lot areas. The proposed master plan shows a designated drop-off/pick-up 
lane on-site. 

Phase 1-B 

During phase 1-B of the master plan, no changes would be made to the staff/preschool parking 
lot. The main school/visitor parking lot would consist of a one-way drive aisle. The conceptual 
plans are unclear on the width of each drive aisle. The school district has indicated that the drive 
aisles would be designed to a minimum 24-foot width, which would provide enough space for 
vehicles to back out of parking spaces.  

Full Buildout 

During the full buildout of the master plan, the driveways along Saratoga Avenue would remain 
the same as Phase 1-B. The staff/pre-school parking lot would be reconstructed and the drop-
off area would be removed. The conceptual site plan shows bollards separating the staff/pre-
school parking lot from the visitor parking/elementary school drop-off lots. All pre-school 
students must be dropped-off/picked-up from campus and parents must park and walk to drop-
off/pick-up their children. 
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Parking Stall Dimensions 

The conceptual plans are unclear on the size of each parking space but are shown to be of the 
same size. The parking spaces should be designed with uniform size stalls measuring 8.5 feet 
by 17 feet. For Phase 1-B 1, 96 parking spaces are shown on the school site. At full buildout, 88 
parking spaces are shown on the school site. The conceptual plans show adequate parking for 
the number of proposed classrooms during phase 1-B and full buildout of the master plan.  

Truck Access and Circulation 

The project site plan was reviewed for truck access including delivery trucks, garbage trucks, 
and emergency vehicles.  

Delivery operations would occur within the parking lot areas of the school site. Any deliveries 
should occur during off-peak hours or on days when school is not in session. Emergency 
vehicle access is provided along Saratoga Avenue. 

The site plan shows a trash enclosure adjacent to the entry plaza near the east side of the 
visitor parking lot. In order to not block the parking area and drop-off area, garbage collection 
vehicles should only pick up trash at off peak hours; either before the student drop-off period, 
during class hours, or after the student pick-up period ends. 

Pick-up and Drop-off Operations 

The master plan proposes up to 584 students and up to 76 staff members. Typical school hours 
would begin at 8:15 am. Dismissals are staggered from 1:30-2:35 pm, depending on grade 
level. The staggered dismissal times are beneficial for pick-up operations. During phase 1-B and 
full buildout of the master plan, vehicles would enter the primary driveway along Saratoga 
Avenue to access the drop-off/pick-up lane. Vehicles would navigate through the parking lot to 
the drop-off area. The conceptual plans are not clear on the drive aisle width of the elementary 
school drop-off lane. It is recommended two lanes to be provided: one at the curb, facilitating 
loading and a through lane for vehicles to pull out once their student has been dropped off or 
picked up. All vehicles would then make a right-turn exiting the school site onto Saratoga 
Avenue. It is estimated that the on-site drop-off/pick-up area provides space for at least 8 
vehicles to drop-off and pick-up students simultaneously. 

Based on the project trip generation estimates, it is estimated that approximately 233 vehicles 
would enter the drop-off area during the AM peak-hour (highest peak hour). An average of up to 
8 vehicles per minute would arrive for drop-off in the morning when assuming that 
approximately 50 percent of the student drops-off/pick-ups will occur within the peak 15-minute 
period. No queueing would be expected to occur with the 8-vehicle capacity in the drop-off/pick 
up areas assuming unloading time of no more than one minute per vehicle.  

Figure 3-8 shows the number of peak hour project trips at the primary project driveway and 
loading curb for student drop off and pick up. 

  



Environmental Checklist and Responses  Page 164 

Westwood Elementary School Master Plan  Santa Clara Unified School District 
Initial Study  August 2024 

Figure 3-8: Site Access and Circulation    



Environmental Checklist and Responses  Page 165 

Westwood Elementary School Master Plan  Santa Clara Unified School District 
Initial Study  August 2024 

Recommendation. It is recommended that a second through lane be provided in the on-site 
dropoff/pick-up aisle to allow vehicles to pull out once students are dropped off or picked up. 

Recommendation. It is recommended that school staff or parent volunteers be stationed along 
the drop-off area to assist students in and out of vehicles and improve drop-off procedures 
efficiency. School staff should ensure that students do not unload outside of the designated 
loading zone. 

Recommendation. The loading lane should be designed to provide the maximum loading area 
possible. At least 8 vehicles should be accommodated within the on-site drop-off area. 

Recommendation. Measures should be taken to ensure the efficient and safe 
loading/unloading of the students. It is recommended that the drop-off/pick-up area be well 
defined with the implementation of appropriate signage and pavement markings clearly showing 
the student loading zone and each vehicle position. Additionally, staff should ensure that 
students leave and board via the passenger side of the vehicle and that students do not cross 
the loading zone drive aisle unattended. If a student must exit or board via the driver’s side of 
the vehicle, staff should accompany the student while crossing the drive aisle. 

Pedestrian and Bicycle Access and Circulation 

Some of the students may walk or ride their bike to school. Pedestrian facilities in the study area 
consist primarily of sidewalks and crosswalks at intersections. The residential neighborhood in 
the vicinity of the school site has continuous sidewalks along most roadways. The intersections 
of Saratoga Avenue/Los Padres Boulevard, Bohannon Drive/Los Padres Boulevard, and 
Bohannon Drive/Cypress Avenue have yellow crosswalks due to their proximity to Westwood 
Elementary School. ADA-compliant curb ramps are provided at the Saratoga Avenue/Los 
Padres Boulevard (northwest and northeast corners), Saratoga Avenue/Cypress Avenue, 
Bohannon Drive/Cypress Avenue, Consuelo Avenue/Los Padres Boulevard, and Bohannon 
Drive/Los Padres Boulevard intersections. Dedicated Class II striped bike lanes are provided 
along the project frontage on Saratoga Avenue and along the nearby Los Padres Boulevard. 

Signage and Striping Requirements for Schools 

Various school area signs and pavement markings are currently located along Saratoga 
Avenue, Los Padres Boulevard, Cypress Avenue, and Bohannon Drive in the project vicinity. 
These include the following: 

• High visibility crosswalks (yellow crosswalk with longitudinal lines) at the 
intersections of Bohannon Drive/Cypress Avenue (West and north legs) and 
Bohannon Drive/Los Padres Boulevard (west leg only). 

• Yellow crosswalks at the intersections of Saratoga Avenue/Los Padres Boulevard (all 
approach legs) and Bohannon Drive/Los Padres Boulevard (north and south legs) 

• California Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (CA MUTCD) school zone sign 
assemblies and school crossing ahead sign along Los Padres Boulevard and 
Cypress Avenue. 
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• CA MUTCD in-street pedestrian crossing sign (yield to pedestrians within crosswalk 
sign) along Los Padres Boulevard and Bohannon Drive. 

• CA MUTCD school zone sign assemblies (school, 25 mph speed limit, and when 
children are present assembly) along Saratoga Avenue and on mast arms with 
flashing lights along Saratoga Avenue. 

Installation of new signage and additional traffic studies or surveys may be needed to conform 
with requirements set forth by the CA MUTCD and California Vehicle Code. 

Recommendation. Section 7A.02 of the CA MUTCD recommends that the City prepare a safe 
routes to school plan to fully identify pedestrian routes and address existing deficiencies to the 
pedestrian network. The study would identify whether there is need for improvements such as 
the following: 

• New high-visibility crosswalks at Saratoga Avenue and Los Padres Boulevard 
intersection. 

• Change existing white crosswalk at Consuelo Avenue and Los Padres Boulevard to 
yellow crosswalk. 

• All-way stop-control at the Bohannon Drive/Los Padres Boulevard and Bohannon 
Drive/Cypress Avenue intersections. 

• Advanced limit lines with proper signage before all yellow crosswalks to increase 
pedestrian visibility to drivers. 

• Curb-extensions to shorten pedestrian crossing distances and/or install Rectangular 
Rapid Flashing Beacons Pedestrian Crosswalk systems along with proper signage 
and roadway striping including Yield Here to Pedestrians and In-Street Pedestrian 
Crossing signage at the Bohannon Drive/Los Padres Boulevard and Bohannon 
Drive/Cypress Drive intersections. 

• Speed limit reduction to 15 or 20 mph on Los Padres Boulevard. 

Recommendation. School zone or warning sign assemblies are not provided in advance of the 
school speed limit assemblies along Saratoga Avenue. School crossing assemblies and 
advance school zone sign assemblies are not provided across Bohannon Drive at the 
Bohannon Drive/Cypress Avenue intersection. The existing school zone sign and school speed 
limit assemblies have a yellow-colored background instead of a fluorescent yellow-green 
background. Additionally, if Los Padres Boulevard is classified as a school zone, school zone 
sign assemblies or school warning assemblies are not provided along Los Padres Boulevard. 
The City should conduct a full review of existing traffic control devices in the project vicinity to 
ensure conformity with CA MUTCD standards. 
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3.18.2 Regulatory Setting  

Federal  

Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act of 1990 

The Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) of 1990 sets 
provisions for the intentional removal and inadvertent discovery of human remains and other 
cultural items from federal and tribal lands. It clarifies the ownership of human remains and sets 
forth a process for repatriation of human remains and associated funerary objects and sacred 
religious objects to the Native American groups claiming to be lineal descendants or culturally 
affiliated with the remains or objects. It requires any federally funded institution housing Native 
American remains or artifacts to compile an inventory of all cultural items within the museum or 
with its agency and to provide a summary to any Native American tribe claiming affiliation. 

State 

Native American Heritage Commission, Public Resources Code Sections 5097.9 – 5097.991 

Section 5097.91 of the Public Resources Code (PRC) established the NAHC, whose duties 
include the inventory of places of religious or social significance to Native Americans and the 
identification of known graves and cemeteries of Native Americans on private lands. Under 
Section 5097.9 of the PRC, a state policy of noninterference with the free expression or 
exercise of Native American religion was articulated along with a prohibition of severe or 
irreparable damage to Native American sanctified cemeteries, places of worship, religious or 
ceremonial sites or sacred shrines located on public property. Section 5097.98 of the PRC 
specifies a protocol to be followed when the NAHC receives notification of a discovery of Native 
American human remains from a county coroner. Section 5097.5 defines as a misdemeanor the 
unauthorized disturbance or removal of archaeological, historic, or paleontological resources 
located on public lands. 

California Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act of 2001 

Codified in the California Health and Safety Code Sections 8010–8030, the California Native 
American Graves Protection Act (NAGPRA) is consistent with the federal NAGPRA. Intended to 
“provide a seamless and consistent state policy to ensure that all California Indian human 
remains and cultural items be treated with dignity and respect,” the California NAGPRA also 
encourages and provides a mechanism for the return of remains and cultural items to lineal 
descendants. Section 8025 established a Repatriation Oversight Commission to oversee this 
process. The act also provides a process for non–federally recognized tribes to file claims with 
agencies and museums for repatriation of human remains and cultural items. 

Assembly Bill 52 

Assembly Bill (AB) 52 specifies that a project that may cause a substantial adverse change in 
the significance of a tribal cultural resource, as defined, is a project that may have a significant 
effect on the environment. AB 52 requires a lead agency to begin consultation with a California 
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Native American tribe that is traditionally and culturally affiliated with the geographic area of the 
proposed project, if the tribe requests in writing to the lead agency, to be informed by the lead 
agency of proposed projects in that geographic area and the tribe requests consultation, prior to 
determining whether a negative declaration, mitigated negative declaration, or environmental 
impact report is required for a project.  

3.18.3 Impact Discussion 

Would the project: 

a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a tribal cultural 
resources, defined in Public Resources Code section 21074 as either a site, 
feature, place cultural landscape that is geographically defined in terms of the size 
and scope of the landscape, sacred place, or object with cultural value to a 
California Native American tribe, and that is:  

i) Listed or eligible for listing in the California Register of Historical Resources, 
or in a local register of historical resources as defined in Public Resources 
Code section 5020.1(k)? 

ii) A resource determined by the lead agency, in its discretion and supported by 
substantial evidence, to be significant pursuant to criteria set forth in 
subdivision (c) of Public Resources Code Section 5024.1? In applying the 
criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of Public Resources Code Section 5024.1, 
the lead agency shall consider the significance of the resource to a California 
Native American Tribe? 

a) Less Than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated. Under CEQA, a significant resource 
is one that is listed in a California or local historic register or is eligible to be listed. As such, lead 
agencies have a responsibility to evaluate such resources against the California Register criteria 
prior to making a finding as to a proposed project’s impacts to historical resources (PRC § 
21084.1, 20174, 14 CCR § 15064.5(3). It is possible for a lead agency to determine that an 
artifact, site, or feature is considered significant to a local tribe, without necessarily being eligible 
for the CRHR. A determination of such by a lead agency would make an artifact a significant 
resource under CEQA. 

The NAHC was contacted for a review of the SLF. Letters and/or emails were sent to the 11 
knowledgeable Native American individuals/organizations identified by the NAHC, one response 
was received from the Tamien Nation who had no concerns. However, Mitigation Measures 
CUL-1a and CUL-1b (see Section 3.5 Cultural Resources) require the District to retain a 
professional archaeologist on an on-call basis during ground disturbing construction activities to 
review, identify and evaluate any potential cultural resources that may be inadvertently exposed 
during construction. Furthermore, Mitigation Measure CUL-1c necessitates the filing of a 
Monitoring Closure Report with the SCUSD if archaeological and Native American monitoring of 
excavation was undertaken. In addition, CUL-2 addresses the inadvertent discovery of human 
remains and how said remains are to be properly handled in alignment with Section 7050.5, 
Chapter 1492 of the California Health and Safety Code and Sections 5097.94, 5097.98 and 
5097.99 of the Public Resources Code. 
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Some Native American artifacts may not be considered unique archaeological resources under 
the CEQA guidelines (i.e., if there is not a demonstrable public interest in that information, it 
does not possess a special and particular quality such as being the oldest of its type or the best 
available example of its type, and it is not directly associated with a scientifically recognized 
important prehistoric event or person). However, it is possible for a lead agency to determine 
that an artifact is considered significant to a local tribe, and therefore be considered a significant 
resource under CEQA. To prevent otherwise non-significant resources which are significant to a 
local tribe from getting destroyed or damaged, the implementation of Mitigation Measure TCR-1 
would reduce impacts to TCRs to less than significant. 

Impact TCR-1: Project construction could result in discovery of significant Native 
American artifacts (tribal finds) that the lead agency considered significant to a local 
tribe.  

Mitigation Measure TCR‐1: Consider all Native American Archaeological 
Discoveries to be Significant Resources. All Native American artifacts (tribal finds) 
shall be considered as a significant Tribal Cultural Resource, pursuant to PRC 21074 
until the lead agency has enough evidence to make a determination of significance. The 
District shall coordinate with an archaeologist who meets the U.S. Secretary of the 
Interior’s Professional Qualifications, as well as an appropriate tribe or tribes, as 
determined by the NAHC, to develop an appropriate treatment plan for the resources. 
The plan may include implementation of archaeological data recovery excavations to 
address treatment of the resource along with subsequent laboratory processing and 
analysis. An archaeological report will be written detailing all archaeological finds and 
submitted to the SCUSD. The implementation of Mitigation Measures CUL-1a, CUL-1b, 
CUL-1c CUL-2, (see 3.5.3 Impact Discussion) and TCR-1 would reduce potential 
impacts to Tribal Cultural Resources to a less than significant level. 
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3.19 UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS 

 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with Mitigation 
Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 

Would the project: 

a) Require or result in the relocation or 
construction of new or expanded water, 
wastewater treatment or stormwater 
drainage, electric power, natural gas, or 
telecommunication facilities, the 
construction or relocation of which could 
cause significant environmental effects? 

    

b) Have sufficient water supplies available 
to serve the project and reasonably 
foreseeable future development during 
normal, dry and multiple dry years? 

    

c) Result in a determination by the 
wastewater treatment provider which 
serves or may serve the project that it has 
adequate capacity to serve the project’s 
projected demand in addition to the 
provider’s existing commitments? 

    

d) Generate solid waste in excess of State 
or local standards, or in excess of the 
capacity of local infrastructure, or 
otherwise impair the attainment of solid 
waste reduction goals? 

    

e) Comply with federal, state, and local 
management and reduction statutes and 
regulations related to solid waste? 

    

3.19.1 Environmental Setting 

Water Supply 

Water services are provided to residents and businesses in the City of Santa Clara by the Water 
Utility. The water system consists of approximately 335 miles of water mains, 26 wells and 
seven storage tanks with approximately 28.8 million gallons of water capacity. 

□ □ [g] □ 

□ □ [g] □ 

□ □ [g] □ 

□ □ [g] □ 

□ □ □ [g] 
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Sources available to the City include an extensive local underground aquifer and imported water 
supplies delivered by two wholesale water agencies: the Santa Clara Valley Water District 
(SCVWD) and the San Francisco Hetch Hetchy system. 

The City operates 26 wells that tap the underground aquifers and make up about 60 percent of 
the City's potable water supply. A water recharge program administered by Valley Water from 
local reservoirs and imported water enhances the dependability of the underground aquifer. The 
remaining water is supplied by water imported from the two wholesale water agencies. 

Recycled water within the City is supplied from the jointly owned San Jose-Santa Clara 
Regional Wastewater Facility (RWF). Recycled water from the plant is delivered to the City 
through a system of water pipelines totaling 33 miles. The City utilizes recycled water in order to 
offset and conserve use of potable water citywide. Recycled water is primarily used for irrigation 
within the City and makes up over 15 percent of the water sales in the City (City of Santa Clara 
2020). 

Wastewater 

Sewer services in the City of Santa Clara is provided by the Sewer Utility. Wastewater in Santa 
Clara is conveyed to the San Jose/Santa Clara RWF. The City’s wastewater collection system 
includes approximately 270 miles of sewer pipelines ranging from 4 to 48 inches in diameter, 
and six sewage pump stations. The RWF treats an average of 110 million gallons of wastewater 
per day and has the capacity to treat 167 million gallons a day of liquid waste. Built in 1956, the 
RWF serves 1.4 million residents and over 17,000 businesses in eight cities and four sanitation 
districts. The wastewater is treated in three stages: primary treatment, activated sludge 
secondary treatment, and advanced tertiary treatment, comprised of nitrification, filtration and 
chlorine disinfection. This highly treated water is then discharged to the south San Francisco 
Bay and a portion delivered to the South Bay Water Recycling (SBWR) Project, which is used to 
irrigate food crops, parks, schools, golf courses, street medians and business park landscaping 
(City of Santa Clara 2020).  

Solid Waste 

The City contracts with Mission Trail Waste System for solid waste collection and disposal. The 
municipal waste is disposed of at Newby Island Landfill in San Jose. Mission Trail Waste 
Systems also has a contract to implement the Clean Green portion of the City’s recycling plan 
by collecting yard waste. Santa Clara has an arrangement with the owners of the Newby Island 
Landfill, located in San Jose, to provide disposal capacity for the City of Santa Clara. 
Additionally, the Newby Island Landfill is currently permitted to operate until 2041.Recycling 
services are provided through Stevens Creek Disposal and Recycling (City of Santa Clara 
2011). 

Electricity and Natural Gas 

The City of Santa Clara owns and operates the municipal electric utility, a department of the 
City, also known as Silicon Valley Power (SVP). SVP serves over 60,000 residential, 
commercial, industrial, and municipal customers within the City. It owns, operates and 
participates in the production of more than 669 megawatts of electricity. SVP maintains over 
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382.9 miles of underground and 186.1 miles of overhead distribution lines and has 51,000 
electric meters in its 18.41-square mile service area (City of Santa Clara 2023b). Electricity is 
delivered via 61.8 miles of transmission lines within the City. Source of electricity include natural 
gas, wind and hydroelectric generation resources in California and other western states.  
Through the Santa Clara Green Power Program, a voluntary renewable energy program from 
SVP, residents and businesses can choose renewable energy for 100 percent of their energy 
usage. As of 2022, 68 percent of the electricity provided by SVP is renewable (SVP 2022). The 
City’s natural gas is provided by Pacific Gas & Electric Company (PG&E) via natural gas lines. 
Gas is delivered from basins in California by transmission mains (City of Santa Clara 2010). 

3.19.2 Regulatory Setting 

State  

State Water Code 

Pursuant to the State Water Code, water suppliers providing water for municipal purposes to 
more than 3,000 customers or supplying more than 3,000 acre-feet (approximately 980 million 
gallons) of water annually must prepare and adopt an urban water management plan (UWMP) 
and update it every five years. As part of a UWMP, water agencies are required to evaluate and 
describe their water resource supplies and projected needs over a 20-year planning horizon, 
water conservation, water service reliability, water recycling, opportunities for water transfers, 
and contingency plans for drought events. 

Assembly Bill 939 

The California Integrated Waste Management Act of 1989, or AB 939, established the 
Integrated Waste Management Board, required the implementation of integrated waste 
management plans, and mandated that local jurisdictions divert at least 50 percent of solid 
waste generated (from 1990 levels), beginning January 1, 2000, and divert at least 75 percent 
by 2010. Projects that would have an adverse effect on waste diversion goals are required to 
include waste diversion mitigation measures. 

Assembly Bill 341 

AB 341 sets forth the requirements of the statewide mandatory commercial recycling program. 
Businesses that generate four or more cubic yards of garbage per week and multi-family 
dwellings with five or more units in California are required to recycle. AB 341 sets a statewide 
goal for 75 percent disposal reduction by the year 2020. 

Senate Bill 1383 

SB 1383 establishes targets to achieve a 50 percent reduction in the level of the statewide 
disposal of organic waste from the 2014 level by 2020 and a 75 percent reduction by 2025. The 
bill grants CalRecycle the regulatory authority required to achieve the organic waste disposal 
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reduction targets and establishes an additional target that at least 20 percent of currently 
disposed edible food is recovered for human consumption by 2025. 

3.19.3 Impact Discussion 

Would the project: 

a) Require or result in the relocation or construction of new or expanded water, 
wastewater treatment or stormwater drainage, electric power, natural gas, or 
telecommunication facilities, the construction or relocation of which could cause 
significant environmental effects? 

Less Than Significant Impact. The project includes the redevelopment of an existing 
elementary school campus with new updated classroom facilities. The project would use water 
temporarily in the short-term for construction and water would continue to be used for school 
use operations. The project would utilize existing connections to the municipal water supply and 
because the project is anticipated to result in a smaller student capacity, the water usage as a 
result of the Master Plan development is anticipated to be equal to or less than current water 
usage. Offsite improvements for new or expanded water, wastewater or stormwater drainage, 
electric power, natural gas or telecommunication facilities are not anticipated as part of the 
project. Future construction associated with the Master Plan would be all electric (no natural gas 
in new buildings). Therefore, the project would have a less than significant impact related to the 
provision of utility services.  

b) Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the project and reasonably 
foreseeable future development during normal, dry and multiple dry years? 

Less Than Significant Impact. As noted above, the full build out of the Master Plan would 
result in a smaller school student capacity. Therefore, water usage is expected equal to or less 
than current water usage. This impact would be less than significant. 

c) Result in a determination by the wastewater treatment provider which serves or 
may serve the project that it has adequate capacity to serve the project’s 
projected demand in addition to the provider’s existing commitments?  

Less Than Significant Impact. The intent of the Master Plan is to modernize the campus and 
update facilities for current and projected school needs. The project proposes additional 
bathrooms than is currently provided on campus. However, the project anticipates less students 
on campus overall, therefore the proposed bathrooms or other facilities would not generate 
more wastewater than existing conditions. As previously discussed in Section 3.10, Hydrology 
and Water Quality and in the Valley Water Groundwater Management Plan, the City has 
sufficient potable water supplies to service the project. Therefore, the project is anticipated to 
generate wastewater that is equal to or less than current wastewater generation. This impact 
would be less than significant. 
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d) Generate solid waste in excess of State or local standards, or in excess of the 
capacity of local infrastructure, or otherwise impair the attainment of solid waste 
reduction goals? 

Less Than Significant Impact. Construction activities such as demolition, grading and 
excavation would generate construction debris and excavated materials on site. Where feasible, 
such material would be used on site or recycled to reduce impacts on local and regional 
landfills. Material that cannot feasibly be used on site or recycled would be off-hauled by trucks 
to the Newby Island Sanitary Landfill. Before export, soils would be tested to determine if 
disposal at a hazardous materials facility is required, as discussed in Section 3.9. As previously 
stated, the intent of the Master Plan is to modernize the campus and update facilities for current 
and projected school needs. Additionally, full buildout of the Master Plan would result in a 
smaller school student capacity. Therefore, the project would not generate solid waste in excess 
of local infrastructure nor would it impair attainment of solid waste reduction goals. This impact 
would be less than significant. 

e) Comply with Federal, State, and local management and reduction statutes and 
regulations related to solid waste? 

No Impact. As stated above, full build out of the Master Plan would result in decreased student 
capacity. Therefore, the project would not result in a net increase of solid waste in the City that 
would conflict with any federal, state, or local statutes and regulations related to solid waste. No 
impact would occur. 

 

  



Environmental Checklist and Responses  Page 176 

Westwood Elementary School Master Plan  Santa Clara Unified School District 
Initial Study  August 2024 

3.20 WILDFIRE 

 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with Mitigation 
Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 

If located in or near state responsibility areas or lands classified as very high fire hazard severity 
zones, would the project: 

a) Substantially impair an adopted 
emergency response plan or emergency 
evacuation plan? 

    

b) Due to slope, prevailing winds, and 
other factors, exacerbate wildfire risks, and 
thereby expose project occupants to 
pollutant concentrations from a wildfire or 
the uncontrolled spread of a wildfire? 

    

c) Require the installation of associated 
infrastructure (such as roads, fuel breaks, 
emergency water sources, power lines or 
other utilities) that may exacerbate fire risk 
or that may result in temporary or ongoing 
impacts to the environment? 

    

d) Expose people or structures to 
significant risks, including downslope or 
downstream flooding or landslides, as a 
result of runoff, post-fire slope instability, or 
drainage changes? 

    

3.20.1 Environmental Setting 

The project site is located in the City of Santa Clara in a Local Responsibility Area. The project 
site is in a fully urbanized area surrounded by residential uses. The site is not located in an area 
designated as a Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone (CAL FIRE 2022). The nearest area with 
a very high fire hazard designation is located in Portola Valley, approximately 6.3 miles 
southwest of the project site.  

3.20.2 Impact Discussion 

If located in or near state responsibility areas or lands classified as very high fire hazard severity 
zones, would the project:  

a) Substantially impair an adopted emergency response plan or emergency 
evacuation plan? 

□ □ □ [g] 

□ □ □ [g] 

□ □ □ [g] 

□ □ □ [g] 
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b) Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors, exacerbate wildfire risks, and 
thereby expose project occupants to pollutant concentrations from a wildfire or 
the uncontrolled spread of a wildfire? 

c) Require the installation of associated infrastructure (such as roads, fuel breaks, 
emergency water sources, power lines or other utilities) that may exacerbate fire 
risk or that may result in temporary or ongoing impacts to the environment? 

d) Expose people or structures to significant risks, including downslope or 
downstream flooding or landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire slope instability, 
or drainage changes? 

No Impact (a through d). As discussed in Section 3.20.1 above, the project site is not located in 
a Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone. The nearest such zone is located approximately 6.3 
miles southwest of the project site. Therefore, the project would not substantially impair an 
adopted emergency response or evacuation plan. Additionally, the project does not propose the 
installation of infrastructure that may exacerbate fire risk. Further, the topography of the project 
site is flat and therefore, would not expose occupants to pollutant concentrations from wildfires 
or expose people or structures to post wildfire dangers such as landslides or floods. There 
would be no impact. 
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3.21 MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE 

 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with Mitigation 
Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 

a) Does the project have the potential to 
substantially degrade the quality of the 
environment, substantially reduce the 
habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a 
fish or wildlife population to drop below 
self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate 
a plant or animal community, substantially 
reduce the number or restrict the range of 
a rare or endangered plant or animal or 
eliminate important examples of the major 
periods of California history or prehistory? 

    

b) Does the project have impacts that are 
individually limited, but cumulatively 
considerable? (“Cumulatively considerable” 
means the incremental effects of a project 
are considerable when viewed in 
connection with the efforts of past projects, 
the effects of other current projects, and 
the effects of probable future projects)?  

    

c) Does the project have environmental 
effects which will cause substantial 
adverse effects on human beings, either 
directly or indirectly? 

    

3.21.1 Discussion 

a) Does the project have the potential to substantially degrade the quality of the 
environment, substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a 
fish or wildlife population to drop below self-sustaining levels, threaten to 
eliminate a plant or animal community, substantially reduce the number or restrict 
the range of a rare or endangered plant or animal or eliminate important examples 
of the major periods of California history or prehistory? 

Less Than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated. As discussed in the previous sections of 
this Initial Study, the proposed project would not degrade the quality of the environment with the 
implementation of the identified mitigation measures and Standard Design and Construction 
Measures. As discussed in Section 3.4 Biological Resources, with implementation of the 
identified mitigation measures (MM BIO-1 and BIO-2) and Standard Design and Construction 
Measures, the project would not significantly impact sensitive habitats or species. As discussed 
in Section 3.5 Cultural Resources and Section 3.18 Tribal Cultural Resources, with 

□ cg] □ □ 

□ □ cg] □ 

□ cg] □ □ 
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implementation of the identified mitigation measures (MM CUL-1a, -1b, -1c, CUL-2 and MM 
TCR-1) and Standard Design and Construction Measures, the project would result in a less than 
significant impact on archaeological and historic resources. Mitigation Measure GEO-1 would 
ensure impacts to paleontological resources remain less than significant if they are encountered 
during construction.  

b) Does the project have impacts that are individually limited, but cumulatively 
considerable? (“Cumulatively considerable” means the incremental effects of a 
project are considerable when viewed in connection with the efforts of past 
projects, the effects of other current projects, and the effects of probable future 
projects)? 

Less Than Significant Impact. Under Section 15065(a)(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, a lead 
agency shall find that a project may have a significant effect on the environment where there is 
substantial evidence that the project has potential environmental effects “that are individually 
limited, but cumulatively considerable.” As defined in Section 15065(a)(3) of the CEQA 
Guidelines, cumulatively considerable means “that the incremental effects of an individual 
project are significant when viewed in connection with the effects of past projects, the effects of 
other current projects, and the effects of probable future projects.” Using this definition, a project 
that has no impact in a given impact category cannot have a cumulatively considerable 
contribution because its contribution is zero. 

The proposed project will not have environmental effects that are individually limited but 
cumulatively considerable because it does not cause any long term or growth-related impacts. 
The project will construct new buildings at an existing elementary school. The new facilities 
would serve the existing students and would not provide for increased enrollment. The uses 
provided by the buildings are uses that are already accommodated on site. Past and 
subsequent projects to update SCUSD facilities would not result in cumulative impacts because 
the projects would be implemented incrementally in phases and as SCUSD capital improvement 
funding allows. School facilities are a function of the housing supply in the school district area 
and improvements occur within already developed school sites. Therefore, the cumulative 
impacts are considered less than significant.  

c) Does the project have environmental effects which will cause substantial adverse 
effects on human beings, either directly or indirectly? 

Less Than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated. Consistent with Section 15065(a)(4) of 
the CEQA Guidelines, a lead agency shall find that a project may have a significant effect on the 
environment where there is substantial evidence that the project has the potential to cause 
substantial adverse effects on human beings, either directly or indirectly. Under this standard, a 
change to the physical environment that might otherwise be minor must be treated as significant 
if people would be significantly affected. This factor relates to adverse changes to the 
environment of human beings generally, and not to effects on particular individuals. While 
changes to the environment that could indirectly affect human beings would be represented by 
all of the designated CEQA issue areas, those that could directly affect human beings include 
hazardous  
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materials, and construction-related noise. Implementation of Standard Design and Construction 
Measures (listed in Section 2.6) and mitigation measures identified in Chapter 3 (MM NOI-1), 
however, would reduce these impacts to a less than significant level. No other direct or indirect 
adverse effects on human beings have been identified. 
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