Notice of Determination Appendix D

To: From:
[=] Office of Planning and Research Public Agesnzc())/:J gity of Los Banos
4. . Address: treet
U.S. Mail: Street Address: Los Barios, CA 93635
P.O. Box 3044 1400 Tenth St., Rm 113

Contact; Charles Bergson, P.E.
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 Sacramento, CA 95814 Phone: 209-827-2466

[=] County Clerk

County of: Merced Lead Agency (if different from above):
Address: 2222 M Street
Merced, CA 95340 Address:
Contact:.
Phone:

SUBJECT: Filing of Notice of Determination in compliance with Section 21108 or 21152 of the Public
Resources Code.

State Clearinghouse Number (if submitted to State Clearinghouse): 2024081193
Project Title: City of Los Banos Basins and Stormwater Capture Project

Project Applicant: City of Los Banos
Project Location (include county): Los Banos, Merced County

Project Description:
See attached Project Description

This is to advise that the City of Los Banos has approved the
([m] Lead Agency or [_] Responsible Agency) g

described project on October 23, 2024 and has made the following determinations regarding the
(date)

described project.

1. The project [[] will [l will not] have a significant effect on the environment.

2. [] An Environmental Impact Report was prepared for this project pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.
(W A Negative Declaration was prepared for this project pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.

3. Mitigation measures [[l] were [ ] were not] made a condition of the approval of the project.

4. A mitigation reporting or monitoring plan [[l] was [] was not] adopted for this project.

5. A statement of Overriding Considerations [[[] was [H] was not] adopted for this project.

6. Findings [ were [] were not] made pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.

This is to certify that the final EIR with comments and responses and record of project approval, or the
negative Declaration, is available to the General Public at:

City of Los Banos located at 520/,5" Stregt] Lps’gnos, CA 93635

Signature (Public Ageficy): Title: Public Works Director/City Engineer
—1=

Date: 10/25/24 Date’Received for filing at OPR:

Authority cited: Sections 21083, Public Resources Code.
Reference Section 21000-21174, Public Resources Code. Revised 2011



PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Project Location

The Project is located in the City of Los Banos and unincorporated Merced County, California,
approximately 125 miles south of Sacramento and 168 miles northwest of Bakersfield. The Project site is
located on Merced County Assessor’s Parcel Number(s) 082-020-024, 424-010-003, 424-010-004, and
073-220-014. The coordinates of the centroid of the Project site are 37° 05’ 00.75” [N], 120° 49’ 09.37"
(w].

General Plan Designation and Zoning

7Zorﬁrr1g District

Project Area

General Plan Designation

TONSIFE - v L e o ak ] o nlie
-_Merced County - Agriculture/Medium Density Residential | A-1 General Agriculture :
Los Banos (City) . Agriculture/Rural Public Use/institutional; A-1
) 7 _ General Agriculture ;
ADIACENT [T i 5 R
LANDS ~ . ey = i y
. Merced County : . Agriculture/Medium Density Residential ~  A-1 General Agriculture .
Los Banos (City) Agriculture/Rural, Low Density Residential, Park  A-1 General Agriculture; R-1 Low
Density Residential, Park; Public
Use/Institutional

Description of Project

The proposed Project would construct a basin for the purposes of surface and storm water capture as
well as for incidental groundwater recharge with approximately three internal cells. The basin would
provide multiple benefits in terms of storage, recharge, and re-regulation of various City and GWD water
sources and possess a combined storage capacity of approximately 500 AF. GWD operates two canals
near the Project site: the San Luis Canal bordering the site on the west and the Santa Fe Canal to the east.
The San Luis Drain, which is part of the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (USBR) Central Valley Project (CVP), is
situated between the Santa Fe Canal and the Project site. From either canal, GWD could physically deliver
floodwaters, storm drainage, CVP and local surface water supplies, or other existing water supplies from
the Mendota Pool on the San Joaquin River.

The proposed Project would be surrounded with low lying embankments to contain the water supplies.
The site would be separated into multiple cells with an interconnection between the cells, as well as have
a connection at the northerly end to return water supplies to the San Luis Canal. The separation of the
basin into three cells separated by levees would allow for access, installation, and repair of existing and
future utilities that cross the site, in addition to access for operation and maintenance. The Area of
Potential Effect (APE) for biological and cultural surveys is identified as approximately 180 acres with the
multi-cell basin accounting for approximately 160 acres. Based on the canal water surface elevation
compared to the proposed ground surfaces, turnouts to the property would require pumping plants to
deliver the supplies. The basin would allow GWD to divert flows off either canal when there are capacity
limitations in the canals or extra supplies, temporarily storing water on the site for later use, as well as



perform groundwater recharge activities. The City has multiple existing stormwater discharge outfalls to
the San Luis Canal upstream and adjoining the Project site. Diverting these flows to the Project site can
reduce the peaking flows in the canal, which would reduce possible downstream flooding and provide
capacity flexibility for GWD operations.

The detention basin would contain the following components:

e Basin embankment heights would be less than six feet above the existing ground surface;
e Turnouts on each side of the property, one from the Santa Fe Canal and one from the San Luis
Canal;
o Major components of the turnouts would include a concrete structure, pumping plants
with electrical motors, metering, discharge pipeline and outlet structure;
Excavation would be balanced on site, if possible;
Inter-basin cells connection structure; and
Return flow structure and pipeline to the San Luis Canal.

The USBR San Luis Drain encroachment would be constructed with bore and jack or open cut methods.
The discharge carrier pipeline would likely be cased with a steel pipeline sleeve. The City is in the process
of developing other projects for sewer and drinking water pipelines that would also cross the drain and
canals, however the turnout and pipeline off the Santa Fe Canal would likely be further south and may or
may not be combined with other projects with one encroachment process. Due to budgetary processes
and funding limitations, it is likely that the project will be constructed in phases, with the embankment
earthwork, connections to the San Luis Canal and inter-basin structures being constructed first, then
pump and electrical work, and the easterly turnout off the Santa Fe Canal constructed at a later date than
the rest of the Project.

Construction Schedule

Construction of the Project is expected to be completed in phases, totaling nine to 12 months. Initially,
the proposed basin embankments/cells, structures off the San Luis Canal, and basin inter-connection
structures would be constructed over the course of approximately six months. The Project includes
mobilization, site preparation, and berm construction surrounding the basin; earthwork and structures
placement; Project turnouts, metering stands, and inter-basin and basin outfall structures. New berm
construction would be less than six feet, measured from the exterior toe to the top of the new levee. The
Project would include approximately three ponds/cells within the detention basin separated by berms. A
15-foot-wide drive/access road would be constructed to surround the basins. The proposed road would
not require any special surfacing and would be used for maintenance access and operations. After
construction completion, performance testing and demobilization would occur. At a later date,
installation of the pumping plant and electrical service for the turnout off the San Luis Canal, crossing the
USBR San Luis Drain (once federal approvals are obtained), and construction of an additional turnout and
pump station off the Santa Fe Canal are proposed to be constructed, over about a three-month period.

Equipment
Construction equipment would likely include, but not be limited to,-the following types:

e Excavators;
¢ Backhoes;



Graders;

Skid steers;

Loaders;

Hauling trucks;

Scrapers;

Sheepsfoot compactors;

Dozers,

Large tractor and large discing unit,

Water trucks supplying water for dust control and conditioning soil for compaction; and
Large watercannon and hoses.

Post-construction activities would include system testing, commissioning, and site clean-up. Construction
will require temporary staging and storage of materials and equipment. Staging areas would be located
onsite within the identified APE or at the City of Los Banos wastewater treatment plant property.

Operation and Maintenance

Management and operations of the basin would include monitoring existing nearby wells and flows in and
out of the basins, plus estimated recharge quantities will be maintained to assist with City understanding
and management of the groundwater levels and recharge. The City’s operation of the basin would be
consistent with the City’s other similar facilities in that groundwater conditions would be monitored to
minimize negative impacts on the surrounding areas (such as nearby wells, crops, and the existing
wastewater treatment plant). Discing, mowing or spraying weeds will likely be required, as well as
occasional grading of embankment roadways.



MERCED COUNTY RECORDER
MATT H. MAY
CLERK RECORDER'S
2222 M STREET
MERCED, CA, %5340
(209) 385-7627

Public

Receipt # F2024027582

Cashier re2é
Register RECORDER-0086

Date / Time 10/28/24 12:23 pm
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Document n/a $2966.75
Time Recorded: 12:23 pm

Recording Pee: $2966.785
Total Amount Due $2966.75
Total Paid
Check $2966 .75

# 248213
Amount Due 0.00
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State of Califcrnia - Department of Fish and Wildlife
2024 ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT FILING FEE
CASH RECEIPT

DFW 753.5a (REV. 01/01/24) Previously DFG 753.5a

RECEIPT NUMBER:

24-2024-139
STATE CLEARINGHOUSE NUMBER(if applicable)

SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE. TYPE OR PRINT CLEARLY. 2024081193

LEAD AGENCY LEAD AGENCY EMAIL DATE

CITY OF LOS BANOS 10/28/2024
COUNTY/STATE AGENCY OF FILING DOCUMENT NUMBER
MERCED COUNTY 24-2024-139
PROJECT TITLE

CiTY OF LOS BANOS BASINS AND STORMWATER CAPTURE PROJECT

PROJECT APPLICANT NAME PROJECT APPLICANT EMAIL PHONE NUMBER
CITY OF LOS BANOS (209) 827-2466
PROJECT APPLICANT ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP CODE
520 J STREET LOS BANOS CA 93635
PROJECT APPLICANT (Check appropriate box)
E Local Public Agency D School District D Other Special District D State Agency D Private Entity

CHECK APPLICABLE FEES:

[ environmental impact Report (EIR) $4,051.25 $ 0.00
|Z| Mitigated/Negative Declaration (MND)(ND) $2,916.75 $ 2,916.75
[ certified Regulatory Program (CRP) document - payment due directly to CDFW $1,37725 $ 0.00

[] Exempt from fee
D Notice of Exemption (attach)
D CDFW No Effect Determination (attach)

D Fee previously paid (attach previously issued cash receipt copy)

D Water Right Application or Petition Fee (State Water Resources Control Board only) $850.00 $ 0.00
[X] county documentary handling fee $50.00 § 50.00
[] other $ 0.00
PAYMENT METHOD:
[OJcash  [Jcredit [Jcheck [Jother TOTAL RECEIVED § 2,966.75
SIGNATURE AGENCY OF FILING PRINTED NAME AND TITLE
X Juliana Zamora Deputy Cierk

ORIGINAL - PROJECT APPLICANT COPY - CDFW/ASB COPY - LEAD AGENCY COPY - COUNTY CLERK DFW 753:5a (Rey. 01012024)



