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SUBJECT: Filing of Notice of Determination in Compliance with Section 21108 or 21152 of the 

Public Resources Code 

23CDH-00003 
Project Number 

2024081294 
State Clearinghouse Number 

SoCal Gas Line 247 Replacement Segment 2 
Project Title 

County of Santa Barbara, Planning and 
Development Department 

Lead Agency 

PROJECT APPLICANT: James Chuang, So Cal Gas Company 

24NGD-00004 
EIR or ND Number 

(805) 568-2000 
Area Code/Telephone 

PROJECT LOCATION: Access to the project site will be provided by Highway 101 and Calle Real Road, 
local access will be provided by existing interior paved and gravel roads. The Project is located on 
four parcels that comprise a total of 418.28-acres (APNs 081-250-014; -015; -016 & 081-230-035) 
and are zoned AG-11-100 (Agriculture) and Recreation, located at 100 El Capitan Terrace Lane and 
11180 Calle Real in the Gaviota area, Third Supervisorial District, Santa Barbara County. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The request is for a Coastal Development Permit with Hearing (Case No. 
23CDH-00003} to allow for the in-kind replacement of a 2,356-foot segment of an existing 16-inch 
diameter high-pressure natural gas transmission pipeline (Line 247} located south of El Capitan 
Canyon Resort and north of Highway 101, at El Capitan in the Gaviota Coast area. Line 247 is a steel 
16-inch diameter pipeline that transports natural gas under high pressure. The replacement pipeline 
will maintain the same 16-inch diameter. The Project will not result in any changes to Line 247's 
capacity but will upgrade the line to a Class 3 safety rating. The project will include three phases: 

Phase 1. Jack and bore 176-feet of replacement pipeline under El Capitan Canyon Creek to avoid 
construction work within the creek. 

Phase 2. Install an 8-inch temporary bypass line located on the eastern side of the line, running 
approximately 56 linear feet along the existing line. Install 80-feet of replacement pipeline between 
the western tie-in and the bore entry hold, and 2,100-feet of replacement line between the receiving 
pit and the eastern tie-in. Up to 24 bell holes may be required to weld the replacement line in place. 
Exact locations would be confirmed in the field . All stopples are existing, except for the eastern tie­

in stopples, which will be installed during Segment 2 work to allow for tie-in of new line segment. 
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Phase 3. Connect the replacement line to the existing line at the eastern tie-in. Hydrotest the 
replacement line and allow for continued operation of the Line 247. The 8-inch temporary bypass 
line will be removed. The 256-foot section of the existing pipeline running underneath El Capitan 
Creek, between the bore receiving pit and the western tie-in will be, capped, cleaned, filled with 
slurry, and abandoned in place. The 1,400-foot section of the existing pipeline east of the bore 
receiving pit will be removed via open trench (1,400-cy removal trench] . Following installation of 
the replacement pipeline and removal of the pipeline, the trench will be backfilled with native rocks 
and recompacted with native soil. No work will occur within jurisdictional wetland/waters. El 
Capitan Canyon Resort entrance existing landscaping will be replaced after construction . Total area 
of disturbance proposed is approximately 5.50-acres, including 0.42-acres of native vegetation and 
1.35 acres of non-native vegetation. 

The total excavation will be approximately 6,000 cy, including: 

• Two replacement trenches, one 80'Lx3'Wx6'D connecting to the western tie in, and one 
2,100'Lx3'Wx6'D between the receiving pit and eastern tie in, 1,453 cy; 

• A removal trench (2100'Lx3'Wx6'D) between the receiving pit and eastern tie in, 1,400 cy; 

• The bore pit (40'Lx15'Wx23'D), 512 cy; 

• The receiving pit (1S'Lx10'Wx38'D), 212 cy; 

• Up to 24 Bell Holes (10'Lx6'Wx9'D), 320 cy beyond that of the replacement trench; 

• The eastern tie in of the replacement line (60'Lx20'Wx6'D), 267 cy; 

• The western tie in (60'Lx20'Wx20'D), 889 cy; and 

• The eastern tie-in bypass, 47 cy. 

Excavated soils will be balanced onsite. The temporary workspace along the pipeline corridor will be 
80' wide for the entirety of the pipeline besides the El Capitan Resort entrance road which will 
decrease to 20' wide. Staging Areas/laydown yards will be located at either end of the 2,356-foot 
segment. 

The project will encroach into the canopies of two coast live oak trees, which will require onsite 
replacement plantings at a 3:1 ratio using 15-gallon trees or greater. No work or staging will occur 
within El Capitan Creek designated Environmental Sensitive Habitat (ESH). All disturbed areas are 
proposed to be regraded and revegetated after construction activities have been completed, and 
native vegetation restored per the Habitat Restoration Plan. 

The replacement of the pipeline segment is anticipated to take approximately 16 weeks. Extended 
night and weekend work with lighting may be required up to three days for the hydrotest and tie­
in. 

This is to advise that the County Zoning Administrator approved the above described project on 
May 19, 2025, and has made the following determinations regarding the above described project: 

1. The project [□ will !Rlwill not] have a significant effect on the environment. 

Proto Updated: 9/2023 
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2. D An Environmental Impact Report was prepared for this project pursuant to the Provisions of CEQA. 

00 A Negative Declaration was prepared for this project pursuant to the provisions of CEQA. 

3. Mitigation measures [OOwere □were not] made a condition of the approval of the project. 

4. A mitigation reporting or monitoring plan [OOwas □was not] adopted for this project. 

5. A Statement of Overriding Considerations [□was OOwas not] adopted for this project. 

6. Findings [OOwere D were not] made pursuant to the provisions of CEQA. 

7. The project [OOdid □did not] require discretionary approval from a state agency. 

This is to certify that the final Negative Declaration with comments and responses and record of 
project approval is available to the General Public at: 

00 Santa Barbara County Planning and Development: 123 East Anapamu St. Santa Barbara, CA 93101 

D Santa Barbara County Planning and Development: 624 Foster Road, Santa Maria, CA 93455 

00 Online: https:// cosantaba rbara.app. box.com/s/k04ych mxlsz0o8h850t7bqwkllkn 1 yb9 /folder /28252 569 3211 
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