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1.0 REQUEST/PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The request is for a Coastal Development Permit with Hearing (Case No. 23CDH-00003) to allow for the
in-kind replacement of a 2,356-foot segment of an existing 16-inch high-pressure natural gas transmission
pipeline (Line 247) located south of El Capitan Canyon Resort and north of Highway 101, at El Capitan in
the Gaviota Coast area. Line 247 is a steel 16-inch diameter pipeline that transports natural gas under
high pressure. The replacement pipeline will maintain the same 16-inch diameter. The proposed Project
will not result in any changes to Line 247’s capacity but will upgrade the line to a Class 3 safety rating. The
project will include three phases:

Phase 1. Jack and bore 176-feet of replacement pipeline under El Capitan Canyon Creek to avoid
construction work within the creek.

Phase 2. Install an 8-inch temporary bypass line located on the eastern side of the line, running
approximately 56 linear feet along the existing line. Install 80-feet of replacement pipeline between the
western tie-in and the bore entry hold, and 2,100-feet of replacement line between the receiving pit and
the eastern tie-in. Up to 24 bell holes may be required to weld the replacement line in place. Exact
locations would be confirmed in the field. All stopples are existing, except for the eastern tie-in stopples,
which will be installed during Segment 2 work to allow for tie-in of new line segment.

Phase 3. Connect the replacement line to the existing line at the eastern tie-in. Hydrotest the replacement
line and allow for continued operation of the Line 247. The 8-inch temporary bypass line will be removed.
The 256-foot section of the existing pipeline running underneath El Capitan Creek, between the bore
receiving pit and the western tie-in will be, capped, cleaned, filled with slurry, and abandoned in place.
The 1,400-foot section of the existing pipeline east of the bore receiving pit will be removed via open
trench [1,400 cy removal trench]. Following installation of the replacement pipeline and removal of the
pipeline, the trench will be backfilled with a layer of slurry and recompacted with native soil. No work will
occur within jurisdictional wetland/waters. El Capitan Canyon Resort entrance existing landscaping will be
replaced after construction. Total area of disturbance proposed is approximately 5.50-acres, including
0.42-acres of native vegetation and 1.35 acres of non-native vegetation.

The total excavation will be approximately 6,000 cy, including:

e Two replacement trenches, one 80’Lx3’'Wx6’D connecting to the western tie in, and one
2,100’Lx3’Wx6’D between the receiving pit and eastern tie in, 1,453 cy;

e Aremoval trench (2100’Lx3’'Wx6’D) between the receiving pit and eastern tie in, 1,400 cy;
e The bore pit (40°Lx15'Wx23’'D), 512 cy;

e The receiving pit (15'Lx10°Wx38’D), 212 cy;

e Upto 24 Bell Holes (10’Lx6’"Wx9’D), 320 cy beyond that of the replacement trench;

e The eastern tie in of the replacement line (60’Lx20"Wx6’D), 267 cy;

e The western tie in (60’Lx20’Wx20’D), 889 cy; and

e The eastern tie-in bypass, 47 cy.

Excavated soils will be balanced onsite. The temporary workspace along the pipeline corridor will be 80’
wide for the entirety of the pipeline besides the El Capitan Resort entrance road which will decrease to
20" wide. Staging Areas/laydown yards will be located at either end of the 2,356-foot segment.

The project will encroach into the canopies of two coast live oak trees, which will require onsite
replacement plantings at a 3:1 ratio using 15-gallon trees or greater. Available space for trees is limited
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since the safety of the pipeline conflicts with trees within the easement. No work or staging will occur
within El Capitan Creek designated Environmental Sensitive Habitat (ESH). All disturbed areas are
proposed to be regraded and revegetated after construction activities have been completed, and native
vegetation restoreed per the Habitat Restoration Plan.

The replacement of the pipeline segment is anticipated to take approximately 16 weeks. Extended night
and weekend work with lighting may be required up to three days for the hydrotest and tie-in. Access to
the project site will be provided by Highway 101 and Calle Real Road, local access will be provided by
existing interior paved and gravel roads. The Project is located on four parcels that comprise a total of
418.28-acres (APNs 081-250-014; -015; -016 & 081-230-035) and are zoned AG-II-100 (Agriculture) and
Recreation, located at 100 El Capitan Terrace Lane and 11180 Calle Real in the Gaviota area, Third
Supervisorial District.

2.0 PROIJECT LOCATION

The project is located within the County of Santa Barbara utility right-of-way (ROW) north of U.S. Highway
(HWY) 101 along the Gaviota Coast in Santa Barbara County, California. Specifically, the project encompasses
portions of Section 4 of Township 05 North, Range 30 West on the Tajiguas, California United States
Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5-minute topographic quadrangle. The portion of the project site where the
Investigation was conducted is situated between the hillside/roadcut that borders U.S. Highway 101 and a
tilled agricultural field on private land, just east of the El Capitan Canyon Resort. The site is located at 100 El
Capitan Terrace Lane and 11180 Calle Real, El Capitan Canyon on APNs 081-250-014 and 081-230-035.

2.1 Site Information

Comprehensive Plan APN# 081-250-014; -016; 081-230-035: A-11-100
Designation APN# 081-250-015: RECREATION/OPEN SPACE

Zoning District, Ordinance APN# 081-250-014: Article Il Coastal Zoning Ordinance, AG-II-100
APN# 081-250-015: Article Il Coastal Zoning Ordinance, REC

APN# 081-250-016: Article Il Coastal Zoning Ordinance, AG-II-100
APN# 081-230-035: Article Il Coastal Zoning Ordinance, AG-II-100

Site Size APN# 081-250-014: 196.31-acres
APN# 081-250-015: 3.83-acres

APN# 081-250-016: 201.08-acres
APN# 081-230-035: 17.06-acres

Present Use & Development | APN# 081-250-014: Grazing Land / Hotel

APN# 081-250-015: Access Road to State Parks property
APN# 081-250-016: Zacara Ranch

APN# 081-230-035: Parking lot / El Capitan Canyon Resort

Surrounding Uses/Zoning North:  El Capitan Campground (Unlimited Agriculture)
South:  Transportation Corridor, Highway 101

East: Field Crops, Dry (AG-11-320)

West: El Capitan Campground (Unlimited Agriculture)

Access Highway 101 / Calle Real, local access will be provided by existing interior
paved and gravel roads.
Public Services Water Supply N/A
Sewage: N/A
Fire: Santa Barbara County Fire Protection District
Other: N/A
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FIGURE 1. PROJECT SITE PLAN AND COMPONENTS.
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3.0 ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING
3.1 PHYSICAL SETTING

The project is in the coastal zone and the land use designation is Agricultural and Recreation/Open Space.
The site is located on a marine terrace, bounded by the Hwy 101 transportation corridor and a frontage
road, Calle Real, to the south, the El Capitan Canyon Resort and ranch to the north and west of the site,
El Capitan State Park land to the south, and avocado production and pasture for cattle at El Capitan Ranch
to the north and east. Cafada del Capitan, also known as El Capitan Creek, runs through the project to the
west of El Capitan Canyon Resort. The project site is gently sloping along the eastern portion and becomes
slightly hilly surrounding the resort and creek area. The Pacific Ocean is less than 1,000 feet southeast of
the project site. The elevation of the project site ranges from approximately 50 to 56 meters (165 to 187 feet)
above mean sea level (ASL). The area has a Mediterranean climate with mild, wet winters and warm, dry
summers.

Fencing and existing unpaved parking areas, proposed for a staging area, separate the pipeline replacement
area from riparian vegetation associated with El Capitan Creek; no Project features occur in the creek or would
affect its associated riparian vegetation. Topography is gentle to moderate. Power lines are present in the
eastern portion of the alignment and the pipeline is adjacent to a second gas transmission line (Line 36-1002).
A crude oil pipeline (Venoco Line 96) was constructed adjacent to the Line 247 in October 2011 but is no
longer active. A fenced and paved multi-use path is present from the entrance to El Capitan Ranch to the
eastern tie-in. Vegetation within the project site consists of bare ground, native and non-native grasses,
bushes, forbs, and trees. The proposed Project does not occur in any Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural
Community Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state habitat conservation plan.

3.2 ENVIRONMENTAL BASELINE

The environmental baseline from which the project’s impacts are measured consists of the physical
environmental conditions in the vicinity of the project, as described above. In addition to the on the ground
conditions described above, the environmental baseline from which the project’s impacts are measured
includes the existing Line 247 which runs through El Capitan Creek.

4.0 POTENTIALLY SIGNIFICANT EFFECTS CHECKLIST

The following checklist indicates the potential level of impact and is defined as follows:

Potentially Significant and Unavoidable Impact: A fair argument can be made, based on the substantial
evidence in the file, that an effect may be significant.

Significant but Mitigable: Incorporation of mitigation measures has reduced an effect from a Potentially
Significant Impact to an Insignificant Impact.

Insignificant Impact: An impact is considered adverse but does not trigger a significance threshold.

No Impact: There is adequate support that the referenced information sources show that the impact
simply does not apply to the subject project.

Beneficial Impact: There is a beneficial effect on the environment resulting from the project.

Reviewed Under Previous Document: The analysis contained in a previously adopted/certified
environmental document addresses this issue adequately for use in the current case and is summarized in
the discussion below. The discussion should include reference to the previous documents, a citation of the
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page(s) where the information is found, and identification of mitigation measures incorporated from the
previous documents.

4.1 AESTHETICS/VISUAL RESOURCES

Potent. Significant No Reviewed
Will the proPosaI result in: Z‘ﬁ:":;i;“d It\)/llli:igable et :Bn;:::itciall :’J:Ie?l?;us
Impact Document
a. The obstruction of any scenic vista or view open X
to the public or the creation of an aesthetically
offensive site open to public view?
b. Change to the visual character of an area? X
c. Glare or night lighting which may affect X
adjoining areas?
d. Visually incompatible structures? X

Existing Setting. The Project is in unincorporated Santa Barbara County approximately 10-miles west of
the City of Goleta in the Gaviota Coast Plan area. The linear Project alignment approximately follows Calle
Real for 2,356-feet, immediately west-northwest of the El Capitan State Beach exit (Exit 117) off Highway
101. The western edge of the Project is near the intersection of El Capitan Terrace Lane and Calle Real.
The pipeline centerline ranges from about 50 to 150-feet north of Calle Real, with a staging area located
at each end. The Project is located in El Capitan Canyon Resort and El Capitan Ranch, just north of Calle
Real and El Capitan State Beach. El Capitan Creek runs through the project site. The project site is within
the Critical Viewshed Corridor Overlay for Highway 101. Excavation will occur within SoCalGas easement
on the northern side of Highway 101. The area is densely vegetated with native and non-native vegetative
communities and tree groves. The western portion of the project will take place within an existing graded
parking lot area, below the highway’s existing elevation. The eastern portion of the project runs along a
hilly portion of the site above the elevation of the highway.

FIGURE 2. VIEW FROM HIGHWAY 101 OFF-RAMP 17, LOOKING NORTHWEST TOWARDS THE EASTERN TIE-IN LOCATION AND EASTERN
LAYDOWN YARD.
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County Environmental Thresholds. The County’s Visual Aesthetics Impact Guidelines classify coastal and
mountainous areas, the urban fringe, and travel corridors as “especially important” visual resources. A
project may have the potential to create a significantly adverse aesthetic impact if (among other potential
effects) it would impact important visual resources, obstruct public views, remove significant amounts of
vegetation, substantially alter the natural character of the landscape, or involve extensive grading visible
from public areas. The guidelines address public, not private views.

FIGURE 3. VIEW OF LAWN WHERE THE PROPOSED RECEIVING PIT IS PROPOSED. COAST LIVE OAK WOODLAND IS IN THE BACKGROUND.

Impact Discussion:

(a, b, d). The project area includes replacement of a 2,356-foot long section of existing L247. Due to the
Creek’s location above the line, jack and bore technics will allow installation of 176-feet of
replacement pipeline under El Capitan Canyon Creek thereby avoiding construction work within the
creek. No visual impacts will occur from this portion of the project. Excavation is required for 80-feet
between the western tie-in and the bore entry hold and 2,100-feet between the receiving pit and the
eastern tie-in. These areas will require vegetation removal and will be visible from Highway 101 for
the duration of replacement activities. An 8-inch temporary bypass line located on the eastern side of
the line will also be installed, running approximately 56 linear feet along the existing line. The bypass
will be above ground and will also be temporarily visible from Highway 101 until removed at the end
of replacement activities. The workspace, two laydown yards, existing access roads, and tie-in
locations are all within the Critical Viewshed Corridor Overlay for Highway 101. All work will occur on
the northern side of Highway 101, most of which will be within the SoCalGas easement, and with
vehicles traveling at average speeds of 65 miles per hour (mph), visibility of project features will be
minor in nature.

The initial vegetation removal and periodic heavy equipment activity during the construction period
may result in short-term degradation of the visual quality (associated with exposed soil, stockpiles,
construction materials) of views from Highway 101. The post-construction visual contrast should
diminish quickly as the affected areas would be revegetated with the local native vegetation. The
project will result in major encroachment to two Coast Live Oaks adjacent to the El Capitan Canyon Resort
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entrance, which were originally planted as part of El Capitan Canyon Resort Conditional Use Permit’s
(Case No. 01CUP-00000-0000096) landscape plan. These two trees with major encroachment will be
replaced at a 10:1 ratio, resulting in the replacement of 20 coast live oak trees. Alternatively, trees may
be replaced at a 3:1 ratio with 15 gallon/24-inch boxes or larger replacement trees. Tree replacement is
discussed further in section 4.4 Biological Resources.

The project will not result in any permanent structures or long-term changes to the aesthetics of the
project site. The replacement of the pipeline segment is anticipated to take approximately 16 weeks
including follow up restoration activities. The proposed standard equipment includes wheelbarrows,
motorized wheelbarrows, hand tools (picks, shovels, pick mattocks, MclLeod's, Pulaski's, rock
hammers, rock drills, single jacks, double jacks), power tools (skilsaw, drill), Honda generator,
chainsaw/pole saw (if needed), and possibly a skid steer to load at the staging area.

The pipeline will be replaced in-kind and all elements of the replacement line will be underground at
the end of project construction. The stopple fittings and temporary bypass will protrude above ground
temporarily for the duration of construction and then will be removed. Any vegetation removed or
impacted will be replaced and the area restored, therefore the project will not result in any permanent
or long-term changes to the visual character of an area. Once replacement is complete, the project
footprint will be returned to pre-project contours and the native riparian habitat will be re-established
as described in the Habitat Restoration Plan (MM-BIO-11). The post-construction visual contrast
should diminish quickly as the affected areas will be revegetated with the local native vegetation. The
proposed project will not obstruct views from any public road or recreation area to, and along the
coast, nor will it introduce a visually incompatible structure to the area. Therefore, impacts to the
visual character of the Gaviota Coast will be less than significant.

(c). Extended night and weekend work with lighting may be required up three days to secure the tie-in
and hydrotest. If construction must occur at night (between dusk and dawn), all lighting will be
shielded and directed away from Highway 101 to minimize a lighting nuisance for drivers along
Highway 101, as required by MM-Aesth-01. The project does not propose permanent installation of
lighting fixtures once constructed, therefore, impacts will be temporary and the project will not affect
neighboring areas with glare or night lighting. There impacts from lighting are less than significant
with mitigation.

Cumulative Impacts: Line 247 has undergone similar construction work over the past couple years,
including similar replacement work in 2022 between El Capitan Terrace Lane and the subject project’s
western tie-in site. In 2023, emergency work took place within El Capitan Creek to remediate a dent
interacting with the long seam of the pipeline, as well as two locations of a Stress Corrosion & Cracking
Direct Assessment near Tajiguas Landfill Road, and El Gato Canyon Road. For all these projects, temporary
construction work was required to maintain the integrity of Line 247. Temporary construction equipment
and excavation has been present along the line for the duration of these projects, however, all work has
resulted in no visible change to the surrounding areas as the pipeline is underground and all features have
remained in-kind to the existing line. Therefore, since there has been no visual change from these projects,
including the subject project, there is no cumulatively considerable effect on aesthetics.

Mitigation and Residual Impact. The following mitigation measures will reduce the project’s aesthetic
impacts to an insignificant level:

MM-Aest-01 Lighting. The Owner/Applicant shall ensure any night lighting used during project
construction is of low glare design, minimum feasible height, and shall be hooded to direct light
downward onto the subject lot and prevent spill-over into adjacent areas to the extent feasible.
Lighting shall be oriented such that it is directed away from the freeway and will not impact cars
travelling on highway 101. No unobstructed beam of exterior light shall be directed toward any area
developed residential. PLAN REQUIREMENTS: The Owner/Applicant shall develop a Lighting Plan for
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P&D approval incorporating these requirements and showing locations and height of all exterior
lighting fixtures. TIMING: P&D shall review a Lighting Plan for compliance with this measure prior to
issuance of a Zoning Clearance. MONITORING: Compliance Monitoring staff shall inspect upon
completion to ensure that exterior lighting fixtures have been installed consistent with their depiction
on the final Lighting Plan prior to drilling activities.

With the incorporation of these measures, residual impacts will be insignificant.

4.2 AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES

Poten. Significant No Reviewed
. . Signif. but Insignif. Impact / | Under
Will the proposal result in: and Mitigable Beneficial | Previous
Unavoid. Impact Document
a. Convert prime agricultural land to X

non-agricultural use, impair agricultural land
productivity (whether prime or non-prime) or
conflict with agricultural preserve programs?

b. An effect upon any unique or other farmland of X
State or Local Importance?

Setting. Background

Agricultural lands play a critical economic and environmental role in Santa Barbara County. Agriculture
continues to be Santa Barbara County’s major producing industry with a gross production value of over $1.6
billion (Santa Barbara County Agricultural Production Report, 2019). In addition to the creation of food, jobs,
and economic value, farmland provides valuable open space and maintains the County’s rural character.

Physical

Soil surface textures were generally loams and clay loams. The Study Area contains approximately 50
percent Diablo clay 2 to 9 percent slopes (DaC) and 2 percent Diablo clay, 15 to 30 percent slopes (DaE2).
Diablo clay (DaD) has a high clay content can restrict infiltration, resulting in rapid runoff. This soil map
unit is not hydric. Also present, is the Milpitas-Positas fine sandy loam complex, which includes the Milpitas
and Positas series of soils. The Milpitas series consists of mixed alluvial deposits derived largely from
sandstone on old terraces. This soil map unit is not hydric. Also present is Ballard variant, stony fine sandy
loam, 2 to 9 percent slopes (BbC), Concepcion fine sandy loam, 2 to 9 percent slopes, eroded (CgC2), and
Capitan cobbly clay loam, 30 to 50 percent slopes (CcF). The Study Area includes existing underground
pipelines, indicating that soils have been previously disturbed, and the typical horizonation of soil map units
identified by the NRCS is unlikely to be intact.

Work is proposed on properties that comprise a total of 213-acres (081-250-014, 081-230-035) and are
zoned AG- Il (Agriculture). All parcels are within the Agricultural (AG-11-100) land use designation and zone
district. Agricultural operations in the eastern Gaviota Coast area support cattle operations as well as a wide
variety of crops including avocado, citrus and cherimoya orchards, flowers, cattle grazing and an abalone
aquaculture operation near El Capitan Creek. APN 081-250-014 currently supports open grazing. Both
parcels have historically been used for recreational lodging with APN 081-230-035 supporting the El
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Capitan Canyon Campground and Hotel and APN 081-250-014 supporting the Cima Del Mundo
Campground.

Impact Discussion:

(a, b). Due to the existing uses of the El Capitan Canyon campground and El Capitan Creek, APN 081-
250-014 has never been used for agricultural activities and although APN 081-250-014 is used for
grazing, the location of the project components on this site are too close to the property lines to
impact the site’s agricultural significance. The area does not have prime soils and the proposed work
does not substantially interfere with the operator’s ability to conduct grazing activities since the work
area is small in nature and so close to the property line. None of the impacted parcels are under
Williamson Act contracts. Therefore, the project would have a less than significant impact on any
neighboring agricultural operations.

Cumulative Impacts. The County’s Environmental Thresholds were developed, in part, to define the point
at which a project’s contribution to a regionally significant issue constitutes a significant effect at the
project level. In this instance, the project has been found not to exceed the threshold of significance for
agricultural resources. Therefore, the project’s contribution to the regionally significant loss of agricultural
resources is not considerable, and its cumulative effect on regional agriculture is insignificant.

Mitigation and Residual Impact. Since the proposed project will not have a significant impact on the
environment, no additional mitigation is necessary. Therefore, residual impacts will be less than
significant.

4.3a AIR QUALITY

Poten. Signif. No Reviewed
Will the proposal result in: zszing:if. :/Iui:igable ineent IBr:E::i::iaI/ ::ec\il?;us
Unavoid. Impact Document
a. Theviolation of any ambient air quality standard, a X
substantial contribution to an existing or projected
air quality violation, or exposure of sensitive
receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations
(emissions from direct, indirect, mobile and
stationary sources)?
The creation of objectionable smoke, ash or odors? X
c. Extensive dust generation? X

County Environmental Threshold. Chapter 5 of the Santa Barbara County Environmental Thresholds and
Guidelines Manual (as revised in July 2015) addresses the subject of air quality. The thresholds provide
that a proposed project will not have a significant impact on air quality if operation of the project will:

e emit (from all project sources, mobile and stationary), less than the daily trigger for offsets for
any pollutant (currently 240 pounds per day for NOx and ROC, and 80 pounds per day for PMy);

e emitlessthan 25 pounds per day of oxides of nitrogen (NOXx) or reactive organic compounds (ROC)
from motor vehicle trips only;

e not cause or contribute to a violation of any California or National Ambient Air Quality Standard
(except ozone);

e not exceed the APCD health risk public notification thresholds adopted by the APCD Board; and

e be consistent with the adopted federal and state Air Quality Plans.
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No thresholds have been established for short-term impacts associated with construction activities.
However, the County’s Grading Ordinance requires standard dust control conditions for all projects
involving grading activities. Long-term/operational emissions thresholds have been established to
address mobile emissions (i.e., motor vehicle emissions) and stationary source emissions (i.e., stationary
boilers, engines, and chemical or industrial processing operations that release pollutants).

Impact Discussion:

(a - c). Potential Air Quality Impacts. The scope of the project includes 1) a jack and bore under El Capitan
Canyon Creek (175 linear feet); 2) installation of the replacement segment and the 8” temporary
bypass line, approximately 56-feet long; and 3) replacement of a tie-in to the existing line. The new
line will be hydrotested prior to operation, the existing pipeline & temporary bypass line will be
removed, and the site will be restored. The project is anticipated to take approximately 16 weeks to
complete. Anticipated equipment includes wheelbarrows, motorized wheelbarrows, hand tools
(picks, shovels, pick mattocks, MclLeod's, Pulaski's, rock hammers, rock drills, single jacks, double
jacks), power tools (skilsaw, drill), Honda generator, chainsaw/pole saw (if needed), and possibly a
skid steer to load at the staging area., crew trucks, and portable restrooms.

Short-Term Construction Impacts. Project-related construction activities will require grading that has
been minimized to the extent possible under the circumstances and contribute to regional emissions
of PM10 and PM2.5. Dust emissions resulting from project-related construction will be reduced to the
extent feasible through the implementation of County Grading Ordinance and the Air Pollution
Control District requirements, which require the implementation of standard dust control measures.
In addition, County APCD reviewed the project description and recommended additional standard
dust mitigation measures, included as Attachment 3. With the incorporation of these dust measures,
short-term dust emissions from project related grading will be less than significant. The project will
not be a substantial long-term source of dust emissions, and the project’s potential dust emissions
will not be cumulatively considerable.

Emissions of ozone precursors (NOx and ROC) during project construction will result primarily from
the on-site use of heavy earthmoving equipment. Due to the limited period of time that grading
activities will occur on the project site, construction-related emissions of NOx and ROC will not be
significant on a project-specific or cumulative basis. However, due to the non-attainment status of
the air basin for ozone, the project should implement measures recommended by the APCD to reduce
construction-related emissions of ozone precursors to the extent feasible (Attachment 3).
Compliance with these measures is routinely required for all new development in the County.

Short-term thresholds for NOx and ROC emissions from construction equipment have not been
established in the County. Per the Santa Barbara County Environmental Thresholds and Guidelines
Manual Published January 2021, emissions of NOx from construction equipment in the County are
estimated at 1,000 tons per year of NOx. When compared to the total NOx emission inventory for the
County of approximately 17,000 tons per year, construction emissions comprise approximately six
percent of the 1990 county-wide emission inventory for NOx (Santa Barbara County 1993 Rate-of
Progress Plan). In general, this amount is considered insignificant. However, due to the non-
attainment status of the air basin for ozone, contractors will be required to adhere to diesel
particulate and NOx emission reduction measures as required by County, and outlined in Attachment
3, to reduce construction-related emissions of ozone precursors to the extent feasible. Compliance
with these measures is routinely required for all new development in the County. The implementation
of these standard conditions is routinely required for all new development in the County.

No post remedial activities or permanent structures are proposed at the site and therefore the project
will not generate traffic (Section 4.13, Transportation/Circulation) aside from those trips associated
with the temporary construction activities. The project will not result in substantial direct or indirect
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emissions from stationary sources or result in industrial or other operations that will have the
potential to result in emissions of smoke, ash, or objectionable odors. Therefore, the project will not
be a substantial long-term source of emissions and will result in less than significant project-specific
air emission impacts.

With implementation of standard County Air Quality conditions specified in Air-01 and the additional
standard dust mitigation measures, included as Attachment 3, the project’s air emissions will not be
substantial. Therefore, the project will have a less than significant impact with mitigation on air
emission.

Cumulative Impacts. The County’s Environmental Thresholds were developed, in part, to define the point
at which a project’s contribution to a regionally significant impact constitutes a significant effect at the
project level. In this instance, the project has been found not to exceed the significance criteria for air
quality. Therefore, the project’s contribution to regionally significant air pollutant emissions is not
cumulatively considerable, and its cumulative effect is insignificant.

Mitigation and Residual Impact. The following mitigation measures will reduce the project’s air quality
impacts to a less than significant level:

Air-01 Dust Control. The Owner/Applicant shall comply with the following dust control components at all
times when work activities are being conducted including weekends and holidays:

a. Dust generated by the development activities shall be kept to a minimum with a goal of retaining
dust on the site.

b. During clearing, grading, earth moving, excavation, or transportation of cut or fill materials, use
water trucks or sprinkler systems to prevent dust from leaving the site and to create a crust after
each day’s activities cease.

c. During construction, use water trucks or sprinkler systems to keep all areas of vehicle movement
damp enough to prevent dust from leaving the site.

d. Wet down the construction area after work is completed for the day and whenever wind exceeds
15 mph.

e. When wind exceeds 15 mph, have site watered at least once each day when work activities are
being conducted including weekends and/or holidays.

f. Order increased watering as necessary to prevent transport of dust off-site.

g. Cover soil stockpiled for more than two days or treat with soil binders to prevent dust generation.
Reapply as needed.

h. If the site is graded and left undeveloped for over four weeks, the Owner/Applicant shall
immediately: (i) Seed and water to re-vegetate graded areas; and/or (ii) Spread soil binders;
and/or; (iii) Employ any other method(s) deemed appropriate by P&D or APCD.

PLAN REQUIREMENTS: These dust control requirements shall be noted on all grading and building

plans. PRE-CONSTRUCTION REQUIREMENTS: The contractor or builder shall provide P&D monitoring

staff and APCD with the name and contact information for an assigned onsite dust control monitor(s)
who has the responsibility to:

a. Assure all dust control requirements are complied with including those covering weekends and
holidays.

b. Orderincreased watering as necessary to prevent transport of dust offsite.

c. Attend the pre-construction meeting.

TIMING: The dust monitor shall be designated prior to grading permit. The dust control components

apply from the beginning of any grading or construction throughout all development activities until

Final Building Inspection Clearance is issued. MONITORING: P&D processing planner shall ensure

measures are on plans. P&D grading and building inspectors shall spot check; Grading and Building

shall ensure compliance onsite. APCD inspectors shall respond to nuisance complaints.
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Implementation of standard conditions placed on the grading plan as implemented through Chapter 14
(Grading Ordinance) of the County Code, along with standard APCD conditions listed in Attachment 3 will
reduce potential short-term air quality impacts to a less than significant level. The project will not result
in significant project-specific long-term air quality impacts. No further mitigation measures are required.

4.3b AIR QUALITY - GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS

Greenhouse Gas Emissions - Will the project: Poten. Signif. No Reviewed
Signif. But Insignif. Impact / | Under
and Mitigable Beneficial | Previous
Unavoid. Impact Document

a. Generate greenhouse gas emissions, either directly X

or indirectly, that may have a significant impact on
the environment?

b. Conflict with an applicable plan, policy or regulation X
adopted for the purpose of reducing the emissions
of greenhouse gases?

Existing Setting. The County of Santa Barbara’s Final Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the Energy
and Climate Action Plan (ECAP) (PMC, 2015) and the 2016 Greenhouse Gas Emissions Inventory Update
and Forecast (County of Santa Barbara Long Range Planning Division, 2018) contain a detailed description
of the proposed project’s existing regional setting as it pertains to GHG emissions. Regarding non-
stationary sources of GHG emissions within Santa Barbara County specifically, the transportation sector
produces 38% of the total emissions, followed by the building energy (28%), agriculture (14%), off-road
equipment (11%), and solid waste (9%) sectors (County of Santa Barbara Long Range Planning Division
2018).

Environmental Threshold. Santa Barbara County adopted the Energy and Climate Action Plan (ECAP) in 2015
as a qualified GHG emission reduction plan. By the end of 2020, the County either initiated or completed 41
out of 53 (77%) ECAP emission reduction measures and achieved 44% of the target emission reductions
needed to meet the County’s 2020 goal. The County is currently working on its 2030 Climate Action Plan
(CAP), with an ultimate goal of achieving carbon neutrality by 2045 or sooner. The 2030 CAP is expected to
be adopted in 2023. Therefore, at this time, a significance threshold is more appropriate for project-level
GHG emission analysis, rather than tiering off the ECAP’s Environmental Impact Report (EIR).

The thresholds framework consists, first, of a numerical threshold (Screening Threshold) and, second, an
efficiency threshold (Significance Threshold). The County based the Screening Threshold on the types of
land uses that the County permitted over a 10-year period (2010 —2019). The County set the Screening
Threshold at a level that captures the “fair share” of emissions from new development consistent with its
2030 GHG emissions target. The County based the Significance Threshold on the targeted level of
emissions from new development in 2030 and projected population and employment for the
unincorporated county for the same year. The Interim GHG Thresholds recommend that land use projects
be first assessed against a screening threshold of 300 MTCO,e/year. Staff will compare the quantified GHG
emissions against the 300 MTCO,e/year Screening Threshold using the Board-adopted Size-Based Project
Screening Criteria Table, which lists the types and sizes of projects that will typically emit less than 300
MTCO,e/year. If the estimated GHG emissions are less than the Screening Threshold, staff can conclude
that project will have an insignificant environmental impact, and the project will require no further
analysis. For projects that exceed the screening threshold, a service population threshold of 3.8 MTCO,e
is recommended.
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On May 19, 2015, the Board of Supervisors (Board) adopted a numerical threshold of significance for GHG
emissions from industrial stationary source facilities. The numerical threshold applies to oil and gas
production and surface mining projects, but may also apply to other industrial stationary sources of GHG
emissions within the unincorporated County areas. On January 26, 2021, the Board adopted interim GHG
emissions thresholds of significance (interim thresholds). The interim thresholds apply to non-exempt
discretionary land use projects and plans that do not contain industrial stationary sources of GHG
emissions.

A numeric significance threshold is applicable to development projects of various land use types, such as
residential, commercial, and mixed-use. The numeric threshold is the emissions level below which a project’s
incremental contribution to global climate change is less than “cumulatively considerable” and, therefore,
the project will have an insignificant impact. The numeric screening threshold is 300 MTCO,E per year and
is used to determine the significance of the project’s GHG emissions.

Impact Discussion:

(a). Generate GHG Emissions. Typical construction equipment will be used during grading and
construction activities. The limited nature and duration of construction activities will not generate
considerable greenhouse gas emissions. Once constructed, the project will not require vehicular trips
that will generate emissions GHG emissions. Therefore, the project will not exceed the County’s
Screening Threshold of 300 MTCO2e/year for non-industrial stationary source projects, and the
impact will be less than significant.

(b). Conflict with applicable regulations. The project will not conflict with an applicable plan, policy or
regulation adopted for the purpose of reducing the emissions of greenhouse gases.

Cumulative Impacts. The proposed project’s total greenhouse gas emissions will be less than the
applicable threshold. Therefore, the project’s incremental contribution to a cumulative effect is not
cumulatively considerable and the project’s greenhouse gas emissions will not have a significant impact
on the environment.

Mitigation and Residual Impact. Since the proposed project will not have a significant impact on the
environment, no additional mitigation is necessary. Therefore, residual impacts will be less than
significant.

4.4 BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES

Poten. Signif. No Reviewed
Willthe proposa reult i e | ™ [t | s
Unavoid. Impact Document
Flora
a. Aloss or disturbance to a unique, rare or threatened X
plant community?
b. Areductionin the numbers or restriction in the range X
of any unique, rare or threatened species of plants?
¢. Areduction in the extent, diversity, or quality of native X
vegetation (including brush removal for fire
prevention and flood control improvements)?
d. An impact on non-native vegetation whether X
naturalized or horticultural if of habitat value?
e. The loss of healthy native specimen trees? X
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Poten. Signif. No Reviewed
. . Signif. But Insignif. Impact / | Under
Will the proPosaI result in: and Mitigable Beneficial | Previous
Unavoid. Impact Document
f. Introduction of herbicides, pesticides, animal life, X
human habitation, non-native plants or other factors
that would change or hamper the existing habitat?
Fauna
g. Avreduction in the numbers, a restriction in the range, X

or an impact to the critical habitat of any unique, rare,
threatened or endangered species of animals?

h. A reduction in the diversity or numbers of animals X
onsite  (including mammals, birds, reptiles,
amphibians, fish or invertebrates)?

i. A deterioration of existing fish or wildlife habitat (for X
foraging, breeding, roosting, nesting, etc.)?

j- Introduction of barriers to movement of any resident X
or migratory fish or wildlife species?

k. Introduction of any factors (light, fencing, noise, X

human presence and/or domestic animals) which
could hinder the normal activities of wildlife?

Existing Plant and Animal Communities/Conditions. Background and Methods:

A Biological Resources Assessment prepared by Rincon Consultants, Inc. dated December 2023
(Attachment 2) was prepared for the project. For the purposes of this Biological Resources Assessment
(BRA), the entire 2,356-ft. alignment, two staging/laydown areas, boring/receiving pits, and two tie-ins
and surrounding workspace are referred to as the Project footprint (or workspace) and the Project
footprint plus a 100-foot buffer was included in the Study Area, totaling 25-acres. California Natural
Diversity Database (CNDDB) and US Fish & Wildlife (UFSWS) critical habitat queries were evaluated using
a 5-mile radius from the Study Area. A reconnaissance-level field survey, including a focused tree
inventory, was conducted on September 21, 2022. Trees less than six inches in diameter at 4.5 feet (54
inches) above mean natural grade, were not included in the inventory. A second reconnaissance-level field
survey was completed on October 12, 2022. On September 21 and October 12, 2022, native trees and
canopies overlapping the workspace plus a 25-foot buffer were assessed and a rare plant survey was
conducted in the study area on June 12, 2023. The focus of the field surveys was to assess and map native
and protected trees in, or with a canopy over-hanging, the work area; potential avian nesting habitat;
Monarch Butterfly roosting habitat; Environmentally Sensitive Habitat and sensitive communities;
waters/wetland features, mammal burrows or nests; and special-status plant species.

The surveys performed in June, September, and October included non-protocol focused surveys for
special-status plant species. The special-status species targeted in this survey were determined as
potentially occurring onsite from a review of CNDDB, previous investigations, plants occurring on lists 1B
and 2 of the CNPS’s Inventory of Rare and Endangered Plants of California, and Rare Plants of Santa
Barbara County.

Setting:

The project is in the coastal zone and the land use designation is Agricultural and Recreation/Open Space.
The site is bounded by Hwy 101 and a frontage road, Calle Real, to the south, the El Capitan Canyon Resort
and ranch to the north and west of the site, EI Capitan State Park land to the south, and avocado

production and pasture for cattle at El Capitan Ranch to the north and east. Cafiada del Capitan, also
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known as El Capitan Creek, runs through the project to the west of El Capitan Canyon Resort and contains
two concrete lined stormwater channels, and two road culverts, which go through the center of the
project site. The project site is gently sloping along the eastern portion and becomes slightly hilly
surrounding the resort and creek area. The proposed Project does not occur in any Habitat Conservation
Plan, Natural Community Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state habitat
conservation plan.

Soils:

Five soil map units overlap the Study Area on Natural Resources Conservation Service Soil Survey soil maps
including Diablo clay (DaD), Milpitas-Positas fine sandy loam, 9 to 15 percent slopes, eroded (MeD2),
Ballard variant, stony fine sandy loam, 2 to 9 percent slopes (BbC), Concepcion fine sandy loam, 2 to 9
percent slopes, eroded (CgC2), and Capitan cobbly clay loam, 30 to 50 percent slopes (CcF). Diablo clay
(DaD) has a high clay content can restrict infiltration, resulting in rapid runoff. The Study Area contains
approximately 50 percent Diablo clay 2 to 9 percent slopes (DaC). Milpitas-Positas fine sandy loam, 9 to
15 percent slopes, eroded (MeD2) is a moderately well drained soil complex that occurs on moderate
slopes. This soil map unit has significant erosion features in some areas. Ballard variant, stony fine sandy
loam, 2 to 9 percent slopes (BbC) is a well-drained soil map unit and is mapped adjacent to El Capitan
Creek. Infiltration rates are moderately high to high, and runoff is medium. Concepcion fine sandy loam,
2 to 9 percent slopes, eroded (CgC2) consists of deep, moderately well drained soils located on gentle
slopes. Capitan cobbly clay loam, 30 to 50 percent slopes (CcF) is shallow, well-to-somewhat excessively
drained, moderately permeable soils derived from calcareous shaly conglomerate. None of these soil map
units are hydric.
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FIGURE 4. SITE PLAN SHOWING COASTAL ZONE BOUNDARY.

Hydrology:

The Pacific Ocean is approximately 0.25-mi. south of the line, and the climate is marine-influenced.
Fencing and existing unpaved parking areas, proposed for a staging area, separate the pipeline
replacement area from riparian vegetation associated with El Capitan Creek; no Project features occur in
the creek or its associated riparian vegetation. The Study Area is in the El Capitan Creek watershed, in the
Tajiguas — Santa Barbara Channel Frontal Watershed, and generally drains southeastward toward El

Proto Updated January 5, 2024



SoCal Gas Line 247 Segment 2 Replacement / 24NGD-00004 August 2024
Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration Page 16

Capitan Creek and the Pacific Ocean. El Capitan Creek and its associated riparian vegetation occurs in the
eastern portion of the Study Area and is mapped as Environmentally Sensitive Habitat (ESH). El Capitan
Creek is mapped as an intermittent stream and a tributary to the Pacific Ocean and is subject to the
permitting authority of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean
Water Act, the Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) pursuant to Section 401 of the Clean Water
Act and the California Water Code (Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act); and CDFW. Two channels
and two culverts located in the study area are artificially created and do not support protected habitat
(e.g., riparian vegetation) or important wetland functions.

Vegetative Communities:

The study area is partly located within the coastal zone boundary. Most of the Gaviota Coast coastal plain has
been historically disturbed by agricultural uses, transportation and oil/gas development. Relatively
undisturbed habitats are present along narrow riparian corridors, in scattered undeveloped lands of varying
sizes, and in protected open space areas. The 25-acre study area consists primarily of Lemonade berry
scrub, California sycamore woodland, Coyote brush scrub, and Coast Live Oak Woodland, Upland
Mustards and other Ruderal Forbs, Agricultural land, and undeveloped/unvegetated land. El Capitan
Creek is designated as critical habitat for southern steelhead. The Vegetative Communities identified
during the field surveys are described below.

Lemonade berry scrub (Rhus integrifolia Shrubland Alliance). Lemonade berry scrub is found in areas
with gentle to abrupt slopes and coastal bluffs of variable aspect and is considered ESH and CDFW
sensitive (ranked G3, S3). This vegetation community covers approximately 1.91-acres in the Study
Area and 0.38-acre in the Project footprint.

California_sycamore woodland (Platanus racemosa Woodland Alliance). California sycamore
woodland (Platanus racemosa Woodland Alliance) is ranked as a G3S3 and is considered a CDFW
sensitive natural community and locally significant ESH. In the Study Area, California sycamore
woodland is limited to El Capitan Creek (1.05 acres) where ongoing restoration is present and is not
present within the Project footprint. This vegetation community has been recently restored in the
Study Area in partnership with the Santa Barbara Land Trust. The 2023 emergency repair overlapped
a portion of Study Area but was located outside the Project footprint in this community. The disturbed
area outside the Project footprint was revegetated with a native hydroseed and salvaged willow
sprigs; therefore, it remains mapped as California sycamore woodland. This community encompasses
approximately 1.05 acres in the Study Area, but none is located within the project footprint.

California Sagebrush Scrub (Artemisia californica Shrubland Alliance). California Sagebrush Scrub is a
native community and MCV classifies California sagebrush scrub as dominant or co-dominant in the
scrub canopy, but is not ESH or CDFW sensitive (ranked G5S5). This community encompasses
approximately 0.13-acre in the Study Area. But none is located within the project footprint.

Coyote brush scrub (Baccharis pilularis Shrubland Alliance). Coyote brush scrub is a native community
found along river mouths, stream sides, etc. but is not ESH or CDFW sensitive (ranked G5S5). This
community encompasses approximately 0.61-acre in the Study Area but only 0.04-acres in the Project
footprint.

Coast Live Oak Woodland (Quercus agrifolia Woodland Alliance). Coast Live Oak Woodland occurs at
over 50 percent cover in the tree layer. This vegetation community is ranked G5S4, which is not
considered sensitive by CDFW. However, the community is considered locally sensitive ESH. The
community is not present in the workspace, but covers 0.67-acres in the Study Area. The workspace
is adjacent to the coast live oak woodland canopy creek over the bore pit access, but since the
understory is a maintained lawn, this area is considered landscape.
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FIGURE 5. VEGETATION COMMUNITIES, LAND COVER TYPES, AND SPECIAL STATUS SPECIES IDENTIFIED DURING RECONNAISSANCE SURVEYS.
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Table 1. Summary of Vegetation Communities and Land Cover Types within the project vicinity.

Project

CDFW Sensitive Natural Community Study Area Footprint
Rank! and ESH Designation (Yes/No) (acres) (acres)

Natural Communities

California Sagebrush Scrub G555; No 0.13 -
Artemisia californica Shrubland Alliance
Coyote brush scrub G555; No 0.61 0.04

Baccharis pilularis Shrubland Alliance

Lemonade berry scrub G3S3; Yes 1.91 0.38
Rhus integrifolio Shrubland Alliance

California sycamore woodland (353; Yes 1.05 -
Platanus racemosa Woodland Alliance

Platanus racemasa — Salix lasiolepis

Association

Coast Live Dak Woodland G554; No 0.67 —
Quercus agrifolia Woodland Alliance

Other Land Cover Types

Planted Coastal Redwood Grove No 0.19 0.00
Non-native Tree Grove No 0.21 0.02
Ornamental and Landscaped No 0.13 0.12
Orchard No 0.80 -
Landscaped Toyon No 0.21 0.21
Planted Coastal Redwood Grove No 0.19 0.03
Landscaped Coast Live Oak Trees No 0.47 0.10
Upland Mustards and other Ruderal Forbs No 2.34 0.87
Agricultural Land No 5.85 1.17
Segment 1 Revegetation Area No 0.06 0.03
Unvegetated No 2.93 1.86
Developed No 3.94 0.67
Total 21.47 5.50

* Matural Community listed on the COFW California Sensitive Matural Communities List (CDFW 2022c)

Flora:

Based on the database and literature review, 30 special-status plant species are known or have the
potential to occur within 5 miles of the Study Area, as reported in the CNDDB species, CNPS Inventory
(nine quad), USFWS IPaC, and Rare Plants of Santa Barbara County lists. The June 2020, September 2022,
October 2022, and June 2023 surveys conducted corresponded with the blooming periods of most the
sensitive plant species that were considered potentially occurring onsite. The remaining species with
some potential to occur with an earlier blooming period (e.g., Catalina Mariposa lily) would have been
identifiable to at least genus level, and none were found during the surveys. No additional rare plant
surveys are required. Of these 30 species, 19 are considered absent, based on suitable habitat. Ten species
are determined to be unlikely to occur based on the published ranges of the species, and the condition of
the habitat available at the site. One species, Santa Barbara honeysuckle, is present.

Santa Barbara Honeysuckle (Lonicera subspicata var. subspicata). Santa Barbara honeysuckle is a CRPR
1B.2 and locally sensitive (SBBG 2012) perennial evergreen vining shrub that typically blooms between
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May and August. It is not offered any protection under FESA or CESA. Seventeen well-established,
individual clusters of Santa Barbara honeysuckle shrubs were observed in the Study Area. A few of the
individuals were observed still flowering and or fruiting during both the 2020 and 2022 surveys. In
total, 17 individual plants of Santa Barbara honeysuckle, were noted during the bio surveys
throughout the site, 4 of which are in the project’s excavation area and workspace.

Fauna:

A total of 27 special-status animal species were documented from the database and literature review as
having the potential to occur in the vicinity. Of these, twelve special-status species are determined to be
Absent and six species are Unlikely based on the published ranges of the species, and the habitat quality
available at the site. The remaining nine species are likely to occur at least transiently on site based on
the presence of suitable habitat in the Study Area:

Monarch butterfly (Danaus plexippus). The Monarch butterfly is not listed, but a federal listing
petition is under review (USFWS 2014) and overwintering roosts and habitat are considered ESH by
the County. During the fall, monarch migrate to California coastal areas and form large wintering
aggregations in groves of trees, often blue gum eucalyptus. Roosts are typically found near nectar and
water sources and in wind-protected tree groves (e.g., eucalyptus, Monterey pine, and cypress). No
Monarch butterfly roosting habitat was observed during the field surveys. But the Study Area is 350-
feet north of a known monarch butterfly overwintering habitat in El Capitan State Park south of HWY
101. Therefore, the species has a low probability of being found within the project area.

California red-legged frog (Rana draytonii) (CRLF), FT, SSC. In 2022, a pre-construction survey for the
California State Parks El Capitan Entrance Improvements Project detected three CRLF approximately
180-feet south of the Laydown Yard in the tunnel under HWY 101. Based on this observation, CRLF
are considered present in the Study Area. Critical Habitat has not been designated in the Study Area
for this species. The species has a low probability of being found outside the creek in the Project
footprint during the dry season, but may be found foraging or as a transient during the rainy season.
Biological monitoring and pre-activity sweeps for CRLF were conducted between February 2022 and
October 2022 during construction and restoration activities for the associated Project for Line 247
Segment 1 (under CDP — 21CDH-00000-000007) and no CRLF individuals or signs of CRLF were
observed. During the October 2023, emergency repair to Line 247, El Capitan Creek and the adjacent
work area were surveyed daily by a qualified biologist and the species was not detected.

Western pond turtle (Emys marmorata), Federally Proposed Threatened (USFWS 2023b), SSC. El
Capitan Creek in the Study Area provides limited habitat for the western pond turtle. The gravel
parking lot on the western end of the Project footprint is not suitable terrestrial refugia. However, the
scrub habitat adjacent to and east of El Capitan Creek may provide overwintering habitat and support
movement between more permanent water bodies. Western pond turtle breeding populations are
reported from Cafiada del Corral approximately 1.5 miles northwest of the Study Area. El Capitan
Creek contains suitable upland and aquatic dispersal habitat and this species may occur in the Study
Area reach when water is flowing in the creek. However, this species is unlikely to occur in the Project
footprint since the upland areas are actively managed with landscaping and agriculture and subject
to human presence.

California legless lizard (Anniella pulchra), SSC. The species is typically found in sandy substrates and
in mature riparian habitats including leaf litter under oak trees. The species was reported
approximately 2 mi. northeast of El Capitan Creek. The riparian vegetation associated with El Capitan
Creek in the eastern portion of the Study Area may provide suitable habitat for the species. The
species is considered unlikely to occur in the Project footprint.
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Coast range newt (Taricha torosa), SSC. The species may be found along riparian canyons with oaks
and sycamores and pools for Breeding, however, they are considered unlikely to occur in the Project
footprint due to the lack of suitable breeding pools, human presence, and the development that exists
including the El Capitan Canyon Resort, landscaped areas, parking lots, and roads.

Coast patch-nose snake (Salvadora hexalepis virgultea), SSC & Coast horned lizard (Phrynosoma
blainvillii), SSC. These species are typically found in shrubby vegetation with open areas for sunning.
Coast patch-nosed snakes are reported approximately 4 mi. northeast of the Study Area (Occurrence
29) and coast horned lizards are reported approximately 4 miles northwest of the Study Area. Low
quality habitat, such as developed areas associated with the El Capitan Canyon Resort, roads, and
landscaped areas subject to existing human disturbance are present, thus these species have a low
probability to occur in the Project footprint.

Southern California Rufous-crowned sparrow (Aimophila rucifeps canescens), Watch List. Rufous-
crowned sparrows prefer steep, dry, rocky hillsides with plenty of grasses and a scattering of shrubs
and small trees. Coastal scrub habitat in the Study Area is moderately appropriate to support nesting
rufous-crowned sparrows. One record of breeding Southern California rufous-crowned sparrow is
reported from approximately 6.5 mi. west of the Study Area. The El Capitan Canyon resort and paved
roads minimizes the potential for this species to nest nearby and this species is considered unlikely to
occur.

Foraging White-tailed kite (Elanus leucurus), Fully Protected. White-tailed kites typically use large oaks
and other dense trees for nesting and forage in more open habitats consisting of low scrub or
grassland communities. The nearest reported nesting site for the white-tailed kite is approximately
4.3 mi. east of the Study Area, near an abandoned Dos Pueblos oil facility. Additional nesting locations
for the white-tailed kite are more than 5 mi. east occurring at the Santa Barbara Airport, More Mesa,
Elwood Mesa, and Lake Los Carneros. The Study Area contains some larger groups of trees. however,
these trees generally do not contain dense canopy typically favored as white-tailed kite nesting
locations. White-tailed kites could forage in the Study Area, but the available habitat is relatively small
and occurs between the developed El Capitan Canyon Resort and a paved road adjacent to US-101.
The white-tailed kite is considered unlikely to occur, although there is potential for the species to
forage in the Study Area.

San Diego desert woodrat (Neotoma lepida intermedia), SSC. prefers moderate to dense cover coastal
scrub, chaparral, and woodlands where they build nests. Eight woodrat nests were observed within
the Study Area including four within the Project footprint in lemonade berry scrub. However, it is
unknown if the nests belong to the San Diego desert woodrat coastal subspecies is a State SSC that
occurs throughout coastal Southern California from San Diego, specifically recognized as an SSC, or
another non-protected species. The San Diego desert woodrat has a likely potential to occur in the
Study Area based on known distribution of the species and potentially suitable coastal sage scrub
habitat. Eight potential woodrat dens were observed in the Study area.

Nesting Birds. The Study Area contains habitat that can support nesting birds, including raptors, which
are protected under the CFGC Section 3503 and the MBTA. Potential nesting locations for raptors
were observed throughout the Study Area with the most suitable locations being mature native and
non-native mature trees (e.g., sycamore and eucalyptus) generally located outside of the Project
footprint. No active or inactive nests were observed in the Study Area, however, two active raptor
nests were previously recorded outside the Study Area. Both nests were located in a unique
eucalyptus tree adjacent to an active campsite, approximately 585-feet and 560-feet west of the
Project footprint. In both cases, fledglings were observed and both the adult pair and young appeared
to be habituated to human disturbance.
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Impacts:

(a, c). Disturbance of plant communities/native vegetation. The proposed Project does not occur in any

(b).

Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional,
or state habitat conservation plan. The project includes two laydown yards (east and west) and a
workspace along 2,560-linear feet of the pipeline segment. Except for lemonade berry scrub directly
east of the El Capitan Canyon Resort entrance, and a small portion of Coyote Brush Scrub, the
workspace is in disturbed, developed, landscaped, and upland mustard and other ruderal forbs land
cover types. The two laydown yards are unvegetated and mostly compacted parking areas. The total
area of disturbance proposed is approximately 5.50 acres, including 0.45-acres of native vegetation
(Coyote brush scrub, lemonade berry scrub, and Segment 1 revegetation area) and 1.35-acres of non-
native vegetation. A breakdown of the impacted vegetation is shown in Table 1 above.

Impacts to sensitive riparian ESH along El Capitan Creek including California Sycamore Woodland and
Coast Live Oak Woodland would be avoided since the area is separated with an existing split rail fence
(with signage) and separated from the eastern staging area. California Sagebrush Scrub is also not
located within the disturbance area, but on the south side of Calle Real. Lemonade berry scrub is
considered ESH and approximately 0.38-acres would be temporarily impacted within the workspace.
Impacts to this community cannot be avoided due to the existing path of the pipeline. However, once
the pipeline is replaced the project footprint will be returned to pre-project contours and sensitive
habitat will be restored to the maximum extent feasible. Project construction may not result in
impacts to all of the identified areas, and restoration will only be required for sensitive habitat
impacted by the project activities.

To mitigate ESH impacts associated with the temporary disturbance, a Habitat Restoration Plan (MM-
BIO-05) will require replacement of all impacted native vegetation (Natural Communities). The plan
will outline a 3:1 mitigation ratio for impacts associated with native habitat, resulting in approximately
1.14-acres of lemonade berry scrub and 0.12-acres of coyote brush scrub to be restored. The
Restoration Plan shall include details on stabilizing soils and returning the area to pre-project
contours, removing invasive species, and replacing the sensitive habitat lost from construction
activities. The goal of the Restoration Plan will be to restore ESH within the project’s temporary impact
area and encourage the establishment of native plant species, for a period of five years. Coastal scrub
and non-native annual grasslands are adjacent to the work area; thus, the seed mix will be comprised
of coastal Santa Barbara County local native species.

Implementation of worker training (MM-BIO-01), biological monitoring (MM-BIO-02), habitat fencing
(MM-BIO-03), habitat restoration (MM-BIO-05), tree protection and replacement (MM-BIO-06 through
MM-BIO-08) will protect against any future adverse impacts in the natural vegetation communities.
Indirect impacts from construction, such as erosion and runoff, will be minimized through compliance
with SoCal Gas’ stormwater manual and SoCal Gas’ use of appropriate Best Management Practices (MM-
BIO-13). With the proposed measures implemented, the project will be consistent with LCP/GCP riparian
ESH protection requirements and temporary impacts will be less than significant with implementation of
mitigation measures.

Individual Plants. The only listed plant species discovered within the study area during the botanical
surveys were 17 Santa Barbara honeysuckle individuals. Four individual Santa Barbara honeysuckle
plants were observed in the excavation footprint and workspace. These four individuals will likely
require removal to provide access to the pipeline. A biological monitor will be required to remove
these individuals due to their special status listing (MM-BIO-02). However, the Santa Barbara
honeysuckle population that occurs within the Study Area is fragmented and the four individuals
proposed for removal represent a small percentage of the population in the watershed. To mitigate
the loss, any individuals lost during construction would be replaced at a ratio of 3:1 as required by the
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(d).

(e).

Habitat Restoration Plan (MM-BIO-05). The loss of four individuals would not affect the success of the
local population or its continued existence in the region. The biological monitor will also ensure no
additional individuals are taken during construction activities through monitoring and flagging prior
to construction start (MM-BIO-04). Topsoil salvage and individual plant salvage is also proposed under
MM-BIO-03 to retain the seed bank and encourage additional post-construction establishment. The
project would not result in a reduction in the extent, diversity, or quality of native vegetation since it
has been designed to avoid the landscape coastal redwoods and would not affect the habitat values
of the trees. Direct and indirect temporary impacts to plants would be less than significant with
proposed avoidance measures and habitat restoration.

Non-native vegetation impacts. The total area of disturbance proposed is approximately 5.50-acres,
including 0.45-acres of native vegetation and 1.35-acres of non-native vegetation. A breakdown of
the impacted vegetation is shown in Table 1. At the western end of the project area, the El Capitan
Canyon Resort landscaping area contains 0.48-acres of total 1.35-acres of non-native vegetation. This
includes lawn and ornamental shrubs which encompasses approximately 0.12-acre in the Project
footprint and 0.03-acres of coastal redwoods, planted in the mid-1970’s directly north of the El
Capitan Canyon Resort lawn, and are not native to the Gaviota Coast. The grove is not ESH and there
are no documented avian nesting or monarch roosting trees within the grove. Another 0.10-acres of
the area are landscaped coast live oak trees which lack an understory and therefore do not form coast
live oak woodland alliances. A strip of toyons is present at the crest of the hill, upslope of the El Capitan
Canyon Resort entrance. These landscaped toyons were presumably planted as a windrow and
encompasses approximately 0.21-acre in the Project footprint. However, all these trees have scenic
value, provide wildlife with vegetative cover, and potentially provide nesting bird habitat. The
workspace has been designed to avoid removal of these trees, which will be included in the tree
protection plan (MM-BIO-06). Another grove within the resort’s landscaped area includes eucalyptus
trees and Canary Island palm trees with other ornamental landscaped trees and shrubs and covers
approximately 0.02-acre of the Project footprint. These may provide roosting and nesting habitat for
raptors; however, raptors have not been recorded or observed nesting in these trees. If project
activities occur during the bird nesting season, February 1 through August 31, then a pre-construction
nesting bird survey shall be performed by a County-qualified biologist (MM-BIO-11). Once
constructions activities have completed, this area will be recontoured and revegetated to match the
existing setting resulting in no net loss of vegetation.

Along the central and eastern section of the project site, an existing agricultural field is seasonally
grazed and was farmed with row crops as recently as 2018, and covers 1.17-acres in the Project
footprint. This area is not considered a vegetation community and will be brought back into
agricultural production once construction activities are complete. Upland Mustard and Other Ruderal
Forbs is found along the margins of the agricultural fields and along Calle Real, which appear to have
been subject to disturbance in the past from roadway and bike path construction. This vegetation
community is not provided a rarity ranking due to the dominance of non-native species but
encompasses approximately 0.87-acres of the project footprint. Once construction work is complete,
any ground disturbance will be recontoured to match existing topography and the upland mustard
area will be revegetated. Therefore, impacts to non-native vegetation will be less than significant.

Native specimen trees. The project will result in major encroachment of two Coast Live Oaks and have
minor encroachment of two Coast Live Oaks adjacent to the El Capitan Canyon Resort entrance (Figure 6
below). These oaks trees were planted as part of El Capitan Canyon Resort Conditional Use Permit’s
(Case No. 01CUP-00000-0000096) landscape plan along the access road of the El Capitan Canyon
Resort. Per the Biological Resources Analysis, major encroachment is defined as greater than 20% canopy
and root encroachment in the CRZ, and minor encroachment is defined as less than 20% canopy and CRZ
encroachment. Major encroachment is considered tree removal for the purposes of County replacement
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policies. These trees are not dead, diseased, or weakened by age, disease, storm, fire, or other injury
to the point of risking imminent damage to persons or property, however, tree removal and
encroachment is required in this case because the trees are located directly on top of the existing Line
247 and within the construction access areas, therefore, project redesign is not feasible. A certified
arborist shall be onsite for all tree trimming and excavations associated with the project activities (MM-
BIO-02). Prior to project mobilization, where the project is adjacent to areas that will not be trimmed,
temporary construction fencing shall be installed by the contractor at the edge of the temporary
construction easement to avoid impacts to the habitat throughout the duration of construction. A County
approved Tree Protection and Replacement Plan will be prepared and implemented (MM-BIO-06 through
MM-BIO-08) designed to protect all onsite protected trees and landscape coastal redwoods not proposed
for removal. Protected Coast Live Oak trees must be replaced at a 10:1 ratio for saplings, resulting in
the replacement of 20 coast live oak trees. Alternatively, trees may be replaced at a 3:1 ratio using 15-
gallon or 24-inch boxes; a 2:1 replacement ratio using 36-inch boxes, or a 1:1 replacement ratio using 48-
inch boxes.

= Phase || Alignment ©  Coast Live Oak (GCP Protected)
= Road A Coast Redwood (Planted, not GCP Protected)

vard Willow (GCP Protected) Removed
B for 2023 Emergency Project

I Cosst Live Oak Canopy
€l Capitan Creek Channel
o [ ook of Rparan Vegatation

L=—4
FIGURE 6. PROTECTED TREE INVENTORY.

Available space for 20 trees is limited since the safety of the high-pressure pipeline conflicts with trees
within the easement. All replacement trees must be offset from the existing line by 7-feet for safety.
The Tree Restoration Plan shall identify locations within SoCal Gas’ work corridor that have the ability to
host the replacement trees without affecting the underground pipeline. Once the area within SoCal Gas’
easement has been exhausted, individual trees may be planted outside of the easement area within the
project vicinity to improve the overall health of the Creek, with property owner consent. Once
replacement within these locations has been exhausted, the applicant may request off-site plantings to
be approved by Planning and Development if needed. Any replaced trees will then be maintained and
monitored for five years from the point of installation. A qualified biologist shall monitor the tree
replacement progress for five years (MM-BIO-07). Additional protection measures including restricting
areas to be graded and protective fencing, are recommended for protected trees that are proposed to
be preserved within close proximity to project workspaces (MM-BIO-03). These measures will ensure
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protected trees are not inadvertently damaged. Therefore, impacts will be less than significant with
mitigation.

(g, i). Deterioration of unique habitats. El Capitan Creek is designated as critical habitat for southern

(h).

steelhead, however, the creek is currently impassible for the species. A downstream culvert
enhancement project, anticipated to be constructed in 2024 would allow steelhead passage into the
watershed during times of high water levels. The first phase of the proposed project includes
horizontal auger boring 176-feet for installation of a new pipeline under El Capitan Canyon Creek and
the existing portion of the line underneath the creek will be left in place to avoid construction work
within the creek. Indirect impacts to steelhead habitat could occur if erosion of soils results in
sedimentation in the adjacent stream, or if fuel, hydraulic fluid, or other pollutants associated with
heavy equipment use are left in locations that could wash into the stream during the next storm.
Indirect impacts will be less then significant with implementation of existing stormwater regulations,
including a construction storage area (MM-BIO-09), a washout area (MM-BIO-10), revegetating the
area within 30-days of completion of grading activities, and an Erosion and Sediment Control Plan
through a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) (MM-BIO-13) required under with
Construction General Permit Order 2009-0009-DWQ. Since no direct impacts to jurisdictional areas,
including one-parameter County wetlands, are proposed, State and federal (CDFW, RWQCB, or
USACE) water permits are not required.

Although the project is approximately 350-feet north of a known monarch butterfly overwintering
habitat in El Capitan State Park south of HWY 101, the trees within the project vicinity do not form a
suitable grove with appropriate microhabitat for roosting or overwintering monarch butterflies. Daily
sensitive species surveys (MM-BIO-04) will serve to document the presence or absence of the GCP
protected monarch butterfly roosts in the Project footprint. In the event, the Project is initiated during
the overwintering season (approximately November 1 to April 1), and if a roosting site is discovered
during the daily surveys, MM-BIO-12 will ensure protected overwintering roosts are not impacted. No
other protected monarch roosting or raptor nesting trees were identified in the tree Study Area and
all disturbed areas are proposed to be regraded and revegetated after construction activities have
been completed per the Habitat Restoration Plan (MM-BIO-05). Therefore, impacts to unique habitats
will be less than significant with mitigation.

Animal species impacts. No special-status animal species were observed during field surveys. Of the
9 potential species onsite, only two have a likely potential to be found onsite; San Diego desert
woodrat and White-tailed kite. Although unlikely, it is possible that the western pond turtle, coast
range newt, California legless lizard, coast horned lizard, CRLF, and coast patch-nose snake could move
through the Study Area in and adjacent to El Capitan Creek.

Four (4) potential woodrat dens were discovered within the Project footprint. However, the
identification to species was not confirmed onsite. The big-eared woodrat (Neotoma macrotis)
overlaps the range of the San Diego desert woodrat and is relatively common in the area in coastal
sage scrub and oak woodland habitat. Since no individuals were observed during field surveys and
there are not any CNDDB records of the San Diego desert woodrat within 5 miles (the closest CNDDB
record is 10 miles northeast), individuals would be avoided through daily preconstruction surveys
done by an onsite monitor (MM-BIO-02 and MM-BIO-04). The removal of the 4 potential dens would
not affect the local population, given the amount of suitable dens nearby and availability of coastal
scrub habitat in the project vicinity and along the Gaviota Coast. Pre- construction surveys will identify
if any additional dens are within the excavation area and the biological monitor will flag the potential
dens to avoid during construction activities. The biologist will inspect any dens to ensure no species
are located within them prior to ground disturbing activities that may include impacts to the dens.
Individual woodrats would be able to escape impacts from ground disturbance. Fully Protected white-
tailed kites are known to nest along the Gaviota coast in eucalyptus trees. However, suitable nest
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trees are not present in the Study Area since it is in the existing El Capitan Canyon Resort and have
not been recorded nesting within 2-miles of the Study Area. The species may incidentally fly over the
site and potentially forage in the Study Area agricultural areas but are not expected to breed or roost
in the Project footprint. The Project footprint contains marginally suitable habitat for the rufous-
crowned sparrow and temporary impacts would not significantly affect foraging or breeding habitat
for the species. Impacts would be further reduced with the implementation of Mitigation Measure
BIO-11.

Direct impacts resulting in injury or mortality to transient special-status species would be unlikely
given that the staging and work adjacent to the creek are outside of riparian habitat and in a
compacted exposed or landscaped area. The portion of El Capitan Creek in the Study Area may provide
aquatic habitat for the CRLF, coast range newt, and western pond turtle, consisting of intermittent
sources of standing freshwater that may be occasionally present during the summer months following
an above average rainfall season but would typically not have the hydroperiod required for breeding
habitat for the special-status species. If present, construction work may impact aquatic and terrestrial
reptile and amphibian species unable to escape noise and vibrations. Therefore, preconstruction
surveys will allow the biological monitor to relocate non-listed animals to a safe location outside the
disturbance areas (MM-BIO-02 and MM-BIO-04). No permanent impacts to upland or dispersal
habitats or any impact to aquatic habitat would result from Project activities since post construction
work will restore the site to existing conditions. Additionally, the project areas farther away from El
Capitan Creek are heavily trafficked by the public, consisting of roadways, parking, and campsites. This
reduces the potential for special-status species to occupy the area.

Coverage for the CRLF under an Incidental Take Permit (ITP) is being sought by the applicant under
the General Conservation Plan for Qil and Gas Activities in Santa Barbara County (USFWS General
Conservation Plan) since SoCalGas is enrolled in the USFWS General Conservation Plan for Oil and Gas
Projects in Santa Barbara County (USFWS General Conservation Plan). The Study Area has not been
designated as a critical habitat for the CRLF and does not provide the critical habitat Primary
Constituent Elements (PCE) for this species; the study area does not have suitable breeding habitat,
such as permanent water sources which contribute to resident populations of CRLF in the areas
adjacent to the proposed workspace. However, SoCalGas assumes presence based on the California
State Parks Survey rather than conducting protocol-level presence/absence surveys. An Individual
Permit Package was submitted to USFWS in February 2024. With an ITP, the applicant commits to
complying with the monitoring, minimization, and mitigation measures in the USFWS General
Conservation Plan, including obtaining USFWS certified biologists and monitors who conduct daily
pre-activity surveys and protect CRLF within work areas. The USFWS General Conservation Plan for
Oil & Gas Activities in Santa Barbara County (June 2022) can be found at the following link:
https://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Final%20General%20Conservation%20Plan%20
for%200i1%20and%20Gas%20Activities%20June%202022.pdf

Wildlife observed on the subject property during the biological surveys was limited to a few relatively
common species of birds, one reptile, and three mammal species. No active or inactive nests were
observed in the Study Area during the 2022 field surveys; however, several species of bats and owls have
a potential to forage on the property and may be roosting during the day and/or nesting in the trees on
this property. Therefore, in order to ensure project consistency with the Federal Migratory Bird Treaty
Act and Section 3503.5 of the CDFW Code 21 that protects active migratory bird and raptor nests,
vegetation removal and demolition activities are conditioned to occur outside the February 1 -
September 1 bird breeding season (MM-BIO-11). If these activities must occur during the bird
breeding season, a County-approved biologist familiar with identifying raptors and other birds shall
conduct pre-construction breeding bird surveys and establish a buffer in the event an occupied or
active nest is found. Overall, the impacts to animal species will be less than significant with mitigation.
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(f, j, k). Human activity impacts. The proposed Project is not located in any known regional wildlife
movement corridors and the project area provides limited opportunity for wildlife movement. The
site is between a busy transportation corridor to the south (US-101, Calle Real, Union Pacific Railroad,
and El Capitan Canyon Resort to the north), an active campground to the north (El Capitan State Park),
and fenced grazing/agricultural operations to the east. Wire fencing is present for approximately 600-
feet along the southern edge of Calle Real. The creek contains habitat for aquatic and semi-aquatic
species, and its associated riparian corridor contains sufficient tree canopy to provide suitable travel
corridors for various birds and terrestrial wildlife species passing through surrounding agricultural and
developed areas. It is expected that wildlife would primarily utilize the creek and adjacent riparian
habitat to move through the area rather than entering the developed areas associated with El Capitan
Canyon Resort and the project areas. Temporary fencing at the Project limits would be checked for
entrapment by the biological monitors and will not separate species from feed or breeding habitat.
The replacement of the pipeline segment is anticipated to take approximately 16 weeks. Lighting is
not anticipated to be required as work is scheduled to occur during daylight hours, except for
potentially two separate nights during the tie-in and the hydrotest. Impacts from two nights of lighting
would be less than significant and a requirement for the lights used for the night-lighting to be
shielded away from El Capitan Creek and native habitat is already included in measure MM-BIO-04.
Additionally, once construction activities are completed, the site will be brought back to existing
conditions. No permanent structures or fences are proposed as a result of the project. Therefore,
impacts from human presence is less than significant.

Cumulative Impacts. Since the project would not significantly impact biological resources onsite, it would
not have a cumulatively considerable effect on the County’s biological resources.

Mitigation and Residual Impact. The following mitigation measures would reduce the project’s biological
resource impacts to an insignificant level:

MM-BIO-01 Biological Resource Awareness Training. Before any ground disturbing work (including
vegetation clearing and excavation) occurs in the construction footprint, a qualified biologist shall
conduct a mandatory biological resources awareness training for all construction personnel about all
sensitive species that may be encountered in the project area, materials including photographs to aid
in identification of sensitive species that may be encountered, the laws and codes that regulate these
species, and the protection measures that must be followed to avoid and minimize impacts. If new
construction personnel are added to the project, the contractor shall ensure that the new personnel
receive the mandatory training before starting work. The materials will advise project participants
that federally-listed species, in particular California red-legged frog, are not be handled or in any way
encouraged to leave the work area and can only be handled by an agency authorized biologist. The
subsequent training of personnel can include videotape of the initial training and/or the use of written
materials rather than in-person training by a biologist.

Under the CRLF ITP, it is anticipated a USFWS-approved biologist will be required to conduct a
biological resources training program for all construction workers and their contractors to minimize
potential impacts to CRLF and sensitive habitats. Training will occur prior to initial construction
activities and be repeated, annually and as needed for new workers for the duration of each project
covered by the permit. The training program, anticipated to be reviewed and approved by the USFWS,
and would include a description of: (1) important biological resources within their project site,
specifically CRLF, and that have potential to occur within or adjacent to work areas; (2) the applicable
avoidance and minimization measures; (3) the roles and responsibilities of personnel; and (4)
communication protocols if CRLF are detected (USFWS General Conservation Plan Minimization
Measure 3).
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Plan Requirements: This condition shall be noted on any plans. A sign in sheet of construction workers
who attended the training will be provided to Planning and Development (P&D) staff upon request.
Timing: The training shall occur before any ground disturbing work (including vegetation clearing and
excavation) occurs in the construction footprint. Monitoring: The Owner/Applicant shall demonstrate
to P&D compliance monitoring staff. Confirmation of training shall be documented and kept onsite at
all times. P&D processing planner shall ensure measures are on plans.

MM-BIO-02 Onsite Biologist. The Owner/Applicant shall designate a P&D-approved biologist to be onsite
throughout all construction activities which may impact protected native trees and/or sensitive
biological resources. Duties include the responsibility to ensure all recommendations from the
Biological Resources Assessment including the preconstruction surveys, responsibilities described in
the Tree Protection & Tree Replacement Plans and Habitat Restoration Plan, and continued
monitoring during construction. If any sensitive species occur within the project area, the County-
approved biologist shall relocate the species out of harm’s way. State or federally listed species may
not be handled unless authorized by CDFW and/or USFWS, as applicable. The biologist will have the
authority to temporarily halt or redirect work to avoid impacts to special status species or other
protected biological resources. Once initial ground disturbance and vegetation removal is complete,
the monitoring effort may be reduced to a daily sensitive species survey prior to the beginning of
construction activities, when those activities have the potential to create a hazard to wildlife (i.e.,
open trenches). Plan Requirements: This condition shall be noted on any plans. The contact
information of the biological monitor shall be provided to P&D processing staff. Timing: The biological
monitor shall be designated prior to issuance of the Coastal Development Permit. The biological
components apply from the beginning of any construction activities until the project is complete.
Monitoring: The Owner/Applicant shall submit to P&D compliance monitoring staff the name and
contact information for the approved biologist prior to commencement of construction/pre-
construction meeting. P&D compliance monitoring staff shall site inspect as appropriate.

MM-BIO-03 ESH Avoidance and Special Status Plant Salvage. Excavation or grubbing within or adjacent
to sensitive habitats including native trees shall be avoided except where permitted. The following
avoidance and minimization measures will be implemented to reduce potential impacts to special-
status plant species and are applicable for Santa Barbara honeysuckle, or any other special status
plants during preconstruction surveys or monitoring:

e Prior to project mobilization, where the project is adjacent to sensitive habitat and ESH, protected
trees (i.e., California sycamore, arroyo willow, and coast live oak trees), and wetlands, temporary
construction fencing shall be erected by the contractor at the edge of the temporary construction
easement to avoid impacts to the habitat throughout the duration of construction. All sensitive
species and sensitive species’ habitats located within 100-feet of construction activities shall be
delineated with specific sensitive species labeling (e.g., signage stating: “No Entry -
Environmentally Sensitive Habitat” attached to temporary construction fencing). Since the Project
is temporary, orange snow fencing would be sufficient for the duration of construction.

e The biological monitor shall ensure fencing is in place and ensure sensitive habitat avoidance for
the duration of construction in the affected area. The temporary fencing shall be removed upon
completion of the project.

e Access to the construction areas would be limited to the minimum necessary to accomplish the
work. All heavy construction equipment and vehicles shall be restricted to established roadways
and access roads to the maximum extent practicable to minimize habitat disturbance. Wetland
mats shall be used within ESH and wetlands when heavy equipment must be used outside of the
workspace, laydown area, and established roadways or access roads.
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e No new areas of disturbance for laydown areas, parking, staging, stockpiling, or other support
areas for the Project shall be developed. Only previously disturbed areas with compacted soils
shall be employed to support these work zones.

e In areas where impacts cannot be avoided, the contractor must first consider cutting vegetation
only to ground level and avoid grubbing. This may allow Santa Barbara honeysuckle to easily
reestablish after construction. If grading, excavation, or grubbing is required, seeds, plant
material, and topsoil free of noxious weeds would be collected and used for re-seeding the
temporarily disturbed areas where these species occur.

e Prior to excavation in sensitive habitats the topsoil will be segregated to preserve the existing
seed bank, and the work area will be watered to stabilize the soil after work is completed (a water
truck will be staged at this location and also utilized for fire control and dust control).

e  Where excavation must be performed within sensitive areas (as determined by P&D), it shall be
performed with tracked construction equipment that has been checked and maintained daily to
prevent leaks and using hand tools.

e At the conclusion of the project, a post-construction survey will be conducted within seven days
of project completion to document impacts to sensitive habitats removed as a part of the project.
Sensitive habitats will be restored.

Plan Requirements and Timing: The ESH Protection Plan shall be included in the final construction
plans. Construction fencing shall be erected by the contractor prior to ground disturbing activities.
Monitoring: Applicant shall ensure that the ESH Protection Plan is prepared and included in the final
construction plans and that it is implemented. P&D compliance monitoring staff shall ensure
compliance onsite during construction.

MM-BI0O-04 Special Status Surveys and Monitoring. A pre-activity clearance survey shall be conducted
by a Service-approved biologist each morning prior to commencement of work. The daily surveys are
required every day that any site work will occur. The survey will include all components in the project
footprint including staging areas and a 200-foot buffer. The biologist will monitor initial clearing and
grubbing of all sites during construction and restoration efforts and will be responsible for ensuring
that conditions of approval are being enforced and that success criteria are being met. The Service-
approved biologist will have the authority to temporarily halt activities if permit requirements and
conditions are not being met. The following measures shall be implemented to further mitigate impacts
to sensitive species:

e During the survey, the biologist shall gently disturb or rake the upper layers of exposed soil to inspect
the site including all equipment staging areas and access routes. Pursuant to the USFWS General
Conservation Plan, measure 19: Rodent burrows within the project areas that overlap the Covered
Species’ habitat [i.e., upland habitat for foraging, shelter, and movement within 328 feet of
aquatic habitat per USFWS] will be excavated by a Service-approved biologist using hand tools
until it is certain that the burrows are unoccupied. In lieu of burrow excavation, steel plates or
plywood may also be utilized to protect small mammal burrows from ground disturbance. Plates
and plywood will be removed nightly and will be removed if work is scheduled to cease for
consecutive days. Any individual [...] California red-legged frogs encountered will be allowed to
vacate the area on their own accord or be relocated out of harm’s way [consistent with USFWS
authorization].

e If temporary night lighting is required for the tie-in or hydrotest the lights shall be shielded away
from El Capitan Creek and native habitat.
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e Steep-walled excavations (e.g., trenches) that may act as pitfall traps will be inspected for wildlife at
least once per day and immediately before backfilling. In lieu of daily inspections (weekends, etc.),
exclusionary fencing, covers, ramps, or similar measures will be taken to prevent wildlife entrapment.

e All vehicles, equipment, and materials staged on site overnight shall be inspected each morning by a
designated member of the construction crew. If special-status wildlife species are observed, the
vehicle will not be moved until the animal has vacated the area on its own accord or has been
relocated out of harm’s way.

e No ground-disturbing project activities shall be conducted during rain events, within 48 hours of
any predicted rain event (i.e., 50% chance of 0.50 inches rain or greater), or during the 48 hours
after these events if rain has occurred, to the extent practicable. If work must occur within 48
hours of a significant rain events (>0.5 inch), a Service- approved biologist will conduct a pre-
activity survey to ensure that the work area is clear (USFWS General Conservation Plan Measure
19). If work extends into the rainy season, P&D and other agencies as appropriate shall be notified
and construction may only extend to the first significant storm event, unless approved by the
County biologist.

e No construction work will be initiated until a Service-approved biologist determines that the work
area is clear of California red-legged frogs.

e |f special-status wildlife species are observed within the project site and cannot be avoided by the
project (e.g., unable to safely move out of the project site on its own, nests or roosts are observed
within the project site), the biologist shall notify the County and coordinate all appropriate
communication with the regulatory agencies (e.g., USFWS, CDFW).

e [flisted plant species or CNPFS List 1B species are discovered, the County and regulatory agencies
will be notified. The area will be avoided to the greatest extent feasible. If avoidance is not
possible then a translocation plan will be established and approved by regulatory agencies prior
to implementation. Rare plant populations will be mapped using a GPS unit and flagged prior to
construction. The plant populations will be avoided to the greatest extent feasible. If avoidance is
not possible then a revegetation/relocation plan will be developed, submitted to regulatory
agencies for approval and implemented.

e Unless otherwise allowed via permit by the USFWS and CDFW (as applicable), legally protected
species shall not be handled or harassed and shall be avoided.

e If ground disturbance is initiated during the peak denning season (November 1 through March 15),
site-specific surveys by a P&D approved biologist are required for the San Diego Desert Woodrat.

PLAN REQUIREMENTS: This condition shall be noted on any plans. The contact information of the
biological monitor shall be provided to P&D processing staff. TIMING: The biological monitor shall be
designated prior to issuance of grading permits. The biological components apply from the beginning
of any grading or construction throughout all development activities until Final Building Inspection
Clearance is issued. MONITORING: The Owner/Applicant shall submit to P&D compliance monitoring
staff the name and contact information for the approved arborist/biologist prior to commencement
of construction / pre-construction meeting. P&D compliance monitoring staff shall site inspect as
appropriate.

MM-BIO-05 Habitat Restoration Plan. A Habitat Restoration Plan shall be developed and implemented
for the re-vegetation of native habitat and biological resources to be impacted during the pipeline
removal and replacement. Impacts to native habitat shall be mitigated at a minimum of a 3:1 ratio. If
naturally occurring rare plants are detected in the study area prior to or during construction, and
avoidance is not feasible or plants are inadvertently damaged, a salvage and relocation plan shall be
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developed (in consultation with resource agencies as applicable). The number of plants impacted that
do not recover from trimming or can be avoided shall be used to determine the number of individuals
required to be installed as mitigation. Each individual plant inadvertently removed shall have a
mitigation ratio of at least at a 3:1. If, after the monitoring period, Santa Barbara honeysuckle
populations have not recovered, a mitigation plan would be developed at the required 3:1 ratio for
permanent impacts.

At a minimum, the Habitat Restoration Plan shall identify the impacts to, and provide restoration of,
disturbed native vegetation that occurs in the Project footprint to pre-construction conditions. The
plan shall include performance criteria and monitoring requirements and include detailed guidance
on salvage, preservation, and replanting of Santa Barbara honeysuckle from within the disturbance
footprint. If seeding or supplemental planting is required to meet the success criteria, plant species
will be chosen based on the pre-construction conditions as recommended by a qualified biologist. The
Habitat Restoration Plan shall include direction on the seed types, planting methods, as well as the
time of year for planting. Requirements for irrigation, monitoring of plants and replacement, if
needed, is established in the plan.

TIMING: Restoration plans shall be reviewed and approved by P&D prior to the issuance of the Coastal
Development Permit. The Owner/Applicant shall post a performance security to ensure installation
prior to project issuance and a separate security for maintenance for five years. MONITORING: The
Owner/Applicant shall demonstrate to P&D compliance monitoring staff that all required components
of the approved plan(s) are in place as required prior to Final Inspection Clearance. P&D compliance
monitoring staff signature is required to release the installation security upon satisfactory installation
of all items in approved plans and maintenance security upon successful implementation of this plan.

MM-BIO-06 Tree Protection Plan. Owner/Applicant shall submit a Tree Protection Plan (TPP) prepared
by a P&D-approved arborist/biologist. The TPP shall include the following:

a. Alltrees shall be preserved. No grading shall be within 6 ft. of the dripline of these trees.

b. Two (2) Coast Live Oak trees will have major encroachment per plans. Two (2) Coast Live Oak trees
will have minor encroachment. Depict tree locations. Workspace and excavation has been
designed to avoid the landscaped toyons, which will be included in the TPP.

c. Depict the project footprint and the SoCal Gas easement.

d. Depict equipment storage (including construction materials, equipment, fill soil or rocks) and
construction staging and parking areas outside of the protection area.

e. Depict the type & location of protective fencing or other barriers to be in place to protect
remaining trees in protection areas during construction. Fencing of all protected trees to be at
least 6 ft. outside the dripline with chain-link (or other material satisfactory to P&D) fencing at
least 3 ft. high, staked to prevent collapse, and with signs identifying the protection area in 15-ft.
intervals on the fencing. Fence/stakes/signs shall be maintained throughout grading and
construction activities.

f. Fencing/staking/signage shall be maintained throughout all grading and construction activities.

g. No irrigation is permitted within 6 ft. of the dripline of any protected tree unless specifically
authorized.

h. Depict the location of all paths within 25 feet of dripline areas. Only pervious paving materials
(gravel, brick without mortar, turf block) are permitted within 6 feet of dripline areas.

i. The following shall be completed by hand and under the direction of a P&D approved
arborist/biologist:
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i.  Trenching required within the dripline or sensitive root zone of any tree (except the two
trees permitted for removal).

ii.  Cleanly cutting any roots of 1 inch in diameter or greater, encountered during grading or
construction.

iii.  Tree removal and trimming.

j.  Ifuse of hand tools is deemed infeasible, P&D may authorize work with rubber-tired construction
equipment weighing 5 tons or less. If large rocks are present, or if spoil placement will impact
trees, then a small tracked excavator (i.e., 215 or smaller track hoe) may be used as determined
by P&D and under direction of a P&D approved arborist/biologist.

k. Grading shall be designed to avoid ponding and ensure drainage within driplines of oak trees.

PLAN REQUIREMENTS: Owner/Applicant shall: (1) Submit TPP; (2) Include applicable components in
Tree Replacement Plan and Landscape and lIrrigation Plans if required; (3) Include as notes or
depictions all plan components listed above. TIMING: The Owner/Applicant shall comply with this
measure prior to issuance of the Coastal Development Permit. Plan components shall be included on
all plans prior to the issuance of grading permits. Owner/Applicant shall install tree protection
measures prior to issuance of grading permits and pre-construction meeting. MONITORING:
Owner/Applicant shall demonstrate to P&D compliance staff that trees identified for protection were
not damaged or removed or if damage, or removal occurred, that correction is completed per the TPP
prior to Final Building Inspection Clearance.

MM-BIO-07 Protected Tree Replacement. The Owner/Applicant shall submit for P&D approval a Tree
Replacement Plan prepared by a P&D-approved arborist/ biologist including the following
components:

a. The replacement ratio for all protected trees will be 10:1.

b. If minor encroachment shows a decline because of construction, 10:1 replacement will also be
required. If approved by P&D, replacement may allow a 3:1 replacement ratio using 15-gallon or
24-inch boxes; a 2:1 replacement ratio using 36-inch boxes, or a 1:1 replacement ratio using 48-
inch boxes.

c. Thereplacement trees shall be of the same species. Replacement trees are to be grown from local
genetic stock.

d. Replanting location of trees. The plan shall identify tree replacement locations within SoCal Gas’
work corridor. Other locations upstream or downstream may be proposed, with property owner
approval, to improve the overall health of the Creek. Once replacement within these locations
has been exhausted, the applicant may request off-site plantings on the Gaviota Coast to be
approved by Planning and Development (P&D).

e. The trees shall be irrigated until established (a period to be established by the P&D approved
arborist).

f. The trees shall be weaned off irrigation over a period of two to three years or until approved by
P&D in coordination with the arborist.

g. No permanent irrigation shall occur in the dripline of any tree (unless approved by P&D).

PLAN REQUIREMENTS/TIMING: This condition shall be noted on any plans. The Final Tree
Replacement Plan shall be reviewed and approved by P&D prior to issuance of a CDP. The
Owner/Applicant shall post a performance security to ensure installation prior to Final Building
Inspection Clearance and maintenance for five years. MONITORING: The Owner/Applicant shall
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demonstrate to P&D staff that all required components of the approved plan(s) are in place as
required prior to Final Inspection Clearance and maintained throughout maintenance period. P&D
staff shall ensure satisfactory installation of all items in approved plans and successful implementation
of this plan.

MM-BIO-08 Tree Replacement Plan Unexpected Damage. In the event of unexpected damage or removal
of native or specimen trees, the Applicant shall hire a biologist or arborist to assess damage and
recommend tree replacement in the form of a Tree Replacement Plan. Upon P&D approval of the Tree
Replacement Plan, the Applicant shall post a performance security to cover the costs for planting and
maintenance of the replacement trees, consistent with the recommended maintenance timeline
within the Tree Replacement Plan. The required tree replacement shall be done under the direction
of P&D and Applicant must obtain authorization from P&D prior to any further work occurring on site.
Any performance securities required for installation and maintenance of replacement trees will be
released by P&D after inspection and approval of such installation and maintenance.

Damaged trees shall be replaced following the below ratio options: 10:1 ratio for 5 gallon containers,
5:1 ratio for 15 gallon containers, 3:1 ratio for 24-inch boxes, 2:1 ratio for 36-inch boxes, and 1:1 ratio
for 48-inch boxes. If it becomes necessary to remove a tree not planned for removal, if feasible, the
tree shall be boxed and replanted. If an arborist certifies that it is not feasible to replant the tree, and
confirmed by P&D, it shall be replaced with the ratios listed above (or 15:1 for Blue or Valley Oaks)
with trees grown from locally obtained seed. If replacement trees cannot all be accommodated on
site, a plan must be approved by P&D for replacement trees to be planted off site.

MM-BIO-09 Equipment Storage-Construction. The Owner/Applicant shall designate one or more
construction equipment filling and storage areas within the laydown yard to contain spills, facilitate
clean-up and proper disposal and prevent contamination from discharging to the storm drains, street,
drainage ditches, creeks, or wetlands. The areas shall be no larger than 50 x 50 foot unless otherwise
approved by P&D and shall be located at least 100-feet from any storm drain, waterbody or sensitive
biological resources. PLAN REQUIREMENTS: The Owner/Applicant shall designate the P&D approved
location on all Coastal Development & grading permit plans. TIMING: The Owner/Applicant shall
install the area prior to commencement of construction. MONITORING: P&D compliance monitoring
staff shall ensure compliance prior to and throughout construction.

MM-BIO-10 Equipment Washout-Construction. The Owner/Applicant shall designate one or more
washout areas for the washing of concrete trucks, paint, equipment, or similar activities to prevent
wash water from discharging to the storm drains, street, drainage ditches, creeks, or wetlands. Note
that polluted water and materials shall be contained in these areas and removed from the site daily.
The areas shall be located at least 100-feet from any storm drain, waterbody or sensitive biological
resources. PLAN REQUIREMENTS: The Owner/Applicant shall designate the P&D approved location
on all Coastal Development & grading permit plans. TIMING: The Owner/Applicant shall install the
area prior to commencement of construction. MONITORING: P&D compliance monitoring staff shall
ensure compliance prior to and throughout construction.

MM-BIO-11 Nesting Bird Surveys. To avoid disturbance of nesting birds, including raptorial species,
protected by the Federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) and Sections 3503, 3503.5, and 3513 of
the California Fish and Game Code (CFGC), the removal of vegetation, ground disturbance, exterior
construction activities, and demolition shall occur outside of the bird nesting season (February 1
through August 31) whenever feasible. If these activities must occur during the bird nesting season,
then a pre-construction nesting bird survey shall be performed by a County-qualified biologist. Pre-
construction surveys for nesting birds shall occur within the area to be disturbed and shall extend
outward from the disturbance area by 500 feet. The distance surveyed from the disturbance may be
reduced if property boundaries render a 500-foot survey radius infeasible, or if existing disturbance
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levels within the 500-foot radius (such as from a major street or highway) are such that project-related
activities would not disturb nesting birds in those outlying areas. If any occupied or active bird nests
are found, a buffer shall be established and demarcated by the biologist with bright orange
construction fencing, flagging, construction lathe, or other means to mark the boundary. The buffer
shall be 300 feet for non-raptors and 500 feet for raptors, unless otherwise determined by the
qualified biologist and approved by P&D. Buffer reductions shall be based on the known natural
history traits of the bird species, nest location, nest height, existing pre-construction level of
disturbance in the vicinity of the nest, and proposed construction activities. All construction personnel
shall be notified as to the location of the buffer zone and to avoid entering the buffer zone during the
nesting season. No ground disturbing activities or vegetation removal shall occur within this buffer
until the County-qualified biologist has confirmed that nesting is completed, the young have fledged
and are no longer dependent on the nest, or the nest fails, and there is no evidence of a second nesting
attempt; thereby determining the nest unoccupied or inactive. If birds protected under MBTA or CFGC
are found to be nesting in construction equipment, that equipment shall not be used until the young
have fledged and are no longer dependent on the nest, and there is no evidence of a second nesting
attempt. PLAN REQUIREMENTS AND TIMING: If construction must begin within the nesting season,
then the pre-construction nesting bird survey shall be conducted no more than one week (7 days)
prior to commencement of vegetation removal, grading, or other construction activities. Active nests
shall be monitored by the biologist at a minimum of once per week until it has been determined that
the nest is no longer being used by either the young or adults, and there is no evidence of a second
nesting attempt. Bird survey results and buffer recommendations shall be submitted to County
Planning and Development for review and approval prior to commencement of grading or
construction activities. The qualified biologist shall prepare weekly monitoring reports, which shall
document nest locations, nest status, actions taken to avoid impacts, and any necessary corrective
actions taken. Active nest locations shall be marked on an aerial map and provided to the construction
crew on a weekly basis after each survey is conducted. Active nests shall not be removed without
written authorization from USFWS and CDFW. MONITORING: P&D shall be given the name and
contact information for the biologist prior to initiation of the pre-construction survey. Permit
Compliance and P&D staff shall review the survey report(s) for compliance with this condition prior
to the commencement of ground-disturbing activities and perform site inspections throughout the
construction period to verify compliance in the field.

MM-BIO-12 Monarch Butterfly Roost Protection Plan. A Butterfly Roost Protection Plan (BRPP) shall be
prepared by a P&D-approved biologist. The plan shall be designed to protect the roosting site during
proposed construction activities, as well as provide specific guidance on how to conduct construction
while minimizing harm to the monarchs and their habitat. The plan shall also include guidelines on
how to mitigate risks from activities resulting in vibration and excessive noise near monarch clusters.
In the event a Monarch Roosting site forms within 50-feet of any staging areas or 200-feet from the
excavation areas, protection measures outlined in the BRPP will be immediately implemented until
the monarchs depart the site as determined by the onsite biologist. Protection measures may include
but are not limited to exclusionary fencing around roost areas and relocation of staging areas.
Roosting activity greater than 50-feet from staging or greater than 200-feet from the excavation
should be observed daily by a qualified biological monitor. If disturbance of the roosting site is possible
and/or documented, then construction will cease until the monarch butterflies have departed the
disturbance area. The buffer can be removed and activities resumed after all monarchs have left
roosting sites in the buffer. The BRPP shall include guidance to protect and enhance monarch
overwintering habitat as found in the voluntary Section 7 guidance by the US Fish and Wildlife Service
posted here: https://xerces.org/sites/default/files/publications/21-015 03.pdf

PLAN REQUIREMENTS: The Protection Plan shall be reviewed and approved by P&D prior to the
issuance of the Coastal Development Permit. TIMING: The biological monitor shall be designated prior
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to issuance of grading permits. MONITORING: The Owner/Applicant shall submit to P&D staff the
name and contact information for the approved biologist prior to commencement of
construction/pre-construction meeting. Permit Compliance staff shall site inspect as appropriate.

MM-BIO-13 Erosion and Sediment Control Revegetation. The Owner/Applicant shall prepare a

revegetation plan for approval by P&D. The revegetation plan shall include performance criteria and
monitoring requirements. The Owner/Applicant shall re-vegetate areas upon 30 days of Project
completion with appropriate native seed mix to minimize slope failure and erosion potential. Use of
hydroseed, straw blankets, other geotextile binding fabrics or other P&D approved methods as
necessary to hold slope soils until vegetation is established. The SWPPP may fulfill this requirement if
contains a native seed mix and condition requirements. BMPs shall be implemented throughout the
Project and will include, but not limited to, erosion and sediment controls to minimize erosion during
construction. BMPs will be implemented for the duration of the Project until disturbed areas have
been stabilized by long-term erosion control measures. PLAN REQUIREMENTS: Include this measure
as a note on all grading and building plans. TIMING: The Owner/Applicant shall re-vegetate graded
areas within 30 days of project completion. MONITORING: The Owner/Applicant shall demonstrate
compliance to compliance staff.

With the incorporation of these measures, residual impacts would be insignificant.

4.5 CULTURAL RESOURCES
Poten. Signif. No Reviewed
N Signif. But Insignif. Impact / | Under
Will the proposal: and Mitigable Beneficial | Previous
Unavoid. Impact Document
Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance X

of any object, building, structure, area, place, record,
or manuscript that qualifies as a historical resource as
defined in CEQA Section 15064.5?

Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance X
of a prehistoric or historic archaeological resource
pursuant to CEQA Section 15064.5?

Disturb any human remains, including those located X
outside of formal cemeteries?

Proto Updated January 5, 2024




SoCal Gas Line 247 Segment 2 Replacement / 24NGD-00004 August 2024

Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration Page 35
Poten. Signif. No Reviewed
) Signif. But Insignif. Impact / | Under
Will the proposal: and Mitigable Beneficial | Previous
Unavoid. Impact Document
d. Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance X

of a tribal cultural resource, defined in the Public
Resources Code Section 21074 as either a site,
feature, place, cultural landscape that is
geographically defined in terms of the size and scope
of the landscape, sacred place, or object with cultural
value to a California Native American tribe, and that
is:

1) Listed or eligible for listing in the California
Register of Historical Resources, or in a local register
of historical resources as defined in Public
Resources Code section 5020.1(k), or

2) A resource determined by the lead agency, in its
discretion and supported by substantial evidence, to
be significant pursuant to criteria set forth in
subdivision (c) of Public Resources Code Section
5024.1. In applying the criteria set forth in
subdivision (c) of Public Resource Code Section
5024.1, the lead agency shall consider the
significance of the resource to a California Native
American tribe.

County Environmental Thresholds: Chapter 8 of the Santa Barbara County Environmental Thresholds and
Guidelines Manual (2008, revised February 27, 2018) contains guidelines for the identification,
significance evaluation, and mitigation of impacts to cultural resources, including archaeological, historic,
and tribal cultural resources. In accordance with the requirements of CEQA, these guidelines specify that
if a resource cannot be avoided, it must be evaluated for importance under specific CEQA criteria. CEQA
Section 15064.5(a)(3)A-D contains the criteria for evaluating the importance of archaeological and historic
resources. Generally, a resource shall be considered by the lead agency to be “historically significant” if
the resource meets the significance criteria for listing in the California Register of Historical Resources:
(A) Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of California’s
history and cultural heritage; (B) Is associated with the lives of persons important in our past; (C) Embodies
the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region, or method of construction, or represents the work
of an important creative individual, or possesses high artistic values; or (D) Has yielded, or may be likely
to yield, information important in prehistory or history. The resource also must possess integrity of at
least some of the following: location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association.
For archaeological resources, the criterion usually applied is (D).

CEQA calls cultural resources that meet these criteria “historical resources”. Specifically, a “historical
resource” is a cultural resource listed in, or determined to be eligible for listing in, the California Register of
Historical Resources, or included in or eligible for inclusion in a local register of historical resources, as defined
in subdivision (k) of Section 5020.1, or deemed significant pursuant to criteria set forth in subdivision (g) of
Section 5024.1. As such, any cultural resource that is evaluated as significant under CEQA criteria, whether it

Proto Updated January 5, 2024



SoCal Gas Line 247 Segment 2 Replacement / 24NGD-00004 August 2024
Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration Page 36

is an archaeological resource of historic or prehistoric age, a historic built environment resource, or a tribal
cultural resource, is termed a “historical resource”.

CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5(b) states that “a project that may cause a substantial adverse change in the
significance of an historical resource is a project that may have a significant effect on the environment.” As
defined in CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5(b), substantial adverse change in the significance of an
historical resource means physical demolition, destruction, relocation, or alteration of the resource or its
immediate surroundings such that the significance of an historical resource would be materially impaired.
The significance of an historical resource is materially impaired when a project: (1) demolishes or
materially alters in an adverse manner those physical characteristics of an historical resource that convey
its historical significance and that justify its inclusion in, or eligibility for, inclusion in the California Register
of Historical Resources; (2) demolishes or materially alters in an adverse manner those physical
characteristics that account for its inclusion in a local register of historical resources; or (3) demolishes or
materially alters in an adverse manner those physical characteristics of a historical resource that convey
its historical significance and that justify its eligibility for inclusion in the California Register of Historical
Resources as determined by a lead agency for purposes of CEQA.

For the built environment, a project that follows the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the
Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring, and
Reconstructing Historic Buildings or the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation and
Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings (Weeks and Grimmer 1995), is generally considered as
mitigated to an insignificant impact level on the historical resource.

Existing Setting. For at least the past 10,000 years, the area that is now Santa Barbara County has been
inhabited by Chumash Indians and their ancestors. Based on the Phase 2 Archaeological Resources Report,
prepared by Rincon Consultants, Inc. dated April 2024, cultural resources are located in the vicinity of the
proposed project. Located on the Gaviota Coast, east of El Capitan Canyon, the project site overlaps the
southern edge of previously recorded prehistoric archaeological resource, CA-SBA-131 (P-42-000131).
Tribal Chair for the Barbarefio Band of Chumash Indians, provided Native American oversight during the
Phase 2 fieldwork.

Phase 2 testing identified disturbed subsurface archaeological deposits associated with CA-SBA-131 within
the project site. The Phase 2 testing was limited to the portions of the resource within the current project
site. Archaeological deposits consisted of flaked stone, flaked stone tools, three shell fragments, and one
faunal bone fragment. No archaeological features or human remains were identified. CA-SBA-131 appears
to date to the Millingstone Horizon with activities primarily focused on the production and maintenance
of lithic tools. The presence of early, middle, and late stage production indicates that all stages of tool
manufacture were occurring at CA-SBA-131. Additionally, the presence of scrapers and a bifacial tools
indicates some level of food processing that likely occurred at the site during occupation.

To determine if the archaeological deposits associated with CA-SBA-131 were significant, two test units
were excavated within the project site. Cultural materials recovered included flaked stone debitage
(Monterey chert, Franciscan chert, obsidian, quartzite), flaked stone tool fragments, shell fragments, and
faunal bone. No archaeological features were identified. In total, three invertebrate specimens and one
vertebrate specimen were recovered from the test units. However, the intact cultural materials associated
with CA-SBA-131 within the proposed project area do not have the potential to provide information
important to understanding the prehistoric occupation and/or use of P-42-000131/CA-SBA-131 and
additional archaeological excavation in this southern peripheral area of the site would likely yield the same
results. Therefore, the proposed project will not impact significant cultural materials as defined in CEQA
Guidelines Section 15046.5(3).

The subject property consists of 196-acres containing El Capitan Canyon Lodge and dry row crops. The
proposed Project site was also examined for potential remnants of the Anza Trail, which in total isa 1,210-
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mile historic trail that approximates the route of the Anza Expedition of 1775-1776 from Sonora, Mexico,
to San Francisco, California. No physical evidence of the Anza Trail was observed within the proposed
Project site. Evidence of disturbance and/or alteration of the landscape includes agricultural and industrial
activities, mound of deposited soils resulting from grading and residential main and accessory structures.

On April 26, 2024, a formal notice of application completeness for the proposed project was sent to Julie
Tumamait-Stenslie, Chair of the Barbareno/Ventureno Band of Mission Indians, Kenneth Kahn, Tribal
Chairman of the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians, and Gabriel Frausto, Chairman of the Coastal Band
of the Chumash Nation. The notice provided notification of the opportunity for consultation under AB 52,
and included a description of the proposed project and a summary of the Phase 2 Archaeological
Investigation Report and results. Formal consultation expired on May 27, 2024. No responses were
received and no tribal cultural resources (TCRs) were identified on the subject parcel.

Impact Discussion:

(a). The project involves the replacement of a 2,356-foot segment of an existing 16-inch high-pressure
natural gas transmission Line 247. The project site is within the southern portion of a previously
recorded prehistoric archaeological resource, CA-SBA-131 (P-42-000131). The Project site is nearby
the historic Anza Trail, however, no physical evidence of the Anza Trail was observed within the
proposed Project site. No other historic resource was identified in the area, therefore impacts are less
than significant.

(b). The Phase 2 Investigation determined the portion of CA-SBA-131 within the project site yielded
limited artifacts that would not contribute to the CRHR eligibility of CA-SBA-131. Additionally, the
resource within the current project site does not contain any features, and no artifacts have been
recovered that possess high artistic value or represent the work of a master. Therefore, the deposits
within the project site would not qualify CA-SBA-131 for CRHR listing because the materials were
recovered from disturbed deposits that lack integrity. That said, although this portion of CA-SBA-131
has been heavily disturbed, this does not diminish the heritage value of the prehistoric cultural
materials, as they relate to the local tribes and Native American community. Moreover, because the
project consists of replacing a pipeline within an existing utility corridor that has already been heavily
disturbed and lacks intact deposits.

Excavation is proposed within previously disturbed soils along the existing pipeline and no cultural
resources were identified within or adjacent to the project area. Based on the results of the study, the
proposed project is unlikely to cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a prehistoric or
historic archaeological resource, disturb any human remains, or cause a substantial adverse change in
the significance of a tribal cultural resource. Although no intact archaeological deposits were observed
during the Investigation, the project site is within the boundary of a known prehistoric cultural
resource. Therefore, a Worker’s Environmental Awareness Program (WEAP) training and
archaeological and Native American monitoring during project-related ground-disturbing activities
(MM-CultRes-01). Additionally, due to the proximity to a known prehistoric cultural resource, an
Archaeological and Native American Monitor will be present during all ground-disturbing activities (MM-
CulRes-02). In the event archaeological remains are encountered during construction, work will
immediately stop until the site can be properly assessed and appropriate mitigation can be applied (MM-
CultRes-03). Therefore, impacts to archaeological or tribal cultural resources are less than significant with
mitigation.

(c, d). No evidence of human remains has been encountered on the project site and in the areas of
proposed disturbance. However, given the overall cultural sensitivity of the area, as demonstrated by
the number of recorded sites in proximity to the project site, including Tribal Cultural Resources, there
is the potential that unknown cultural resources could be encountered during grading and ground
disturbance. Impacts are considered potentially significant but mitigable with pre-construction
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training of the construction personnel (MM-CultRes-01), monitoring of earth disturbances by a
qualified archaeologist and Native American observer (MM-CultRes-02), and requiring that work be
stopped in the event that cultural materials are uncovered during grading (MM-CultRes-03).
Therefore, impacts would be less than significant with mitigation.

Cumulative Impacts. Since the project will not significantly impact cultural resources, it will not have a
cumulatively considerable effect on the County’s cultural resources with implementation of the mitigation
measures described below.

Mitigation and Residual Impact. The following mitigation measures would reduce the project’s cultural
resource impacts to an insignificant level:

MM-CulRes-01 WEAP Training. Workers Environmental Awareness Program (WEAP). The Applicant will
invite a County-approved archaeologist to provide a cultural resources awareness training program
(WEAP) for all personnel involved in project construction, including field consultants and construction
workers. The County will invite the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians THPO or their designee to
provide a tribal cultural resources awareness training program (WEAP) for all personnel involved in
project construction, including field consultants and construction workers. The one-time WEAP training
session shall be conducted prior to any project-related construction activities in the project area. The
WEAP will include relevant information regarding sensitive cultural resources and tribal cultural
resources, including applicable regulations, protocols for avoidance, and consequences of violating State
laws and regulations. The WEAP will also describe appropriate avoidance and impact minimization
measures for cultural resources and tribal cultural resources that could be located at the project site and
will outline what to do and who to contact if any potential cultural resources or tribal cultural resources
are encountered. The WEAP will emphasize the requirement for confidentiality and culturally appropriate
treatment of any discovery of significance to Native Americans and will discuss appropriate behaviors and
responsive actions, consistent with Native American tribal values. PLAN REQUIREMENTS: The Applicant
shall submit the WEAP to the County for review and approval prior to implementation. All workers,
contractors, and visitors shall attend the WEAP prior to entering the project site and performing any work.
The Applicant shall provide copies of the training attendance sheets to County staff as a record of
compliance with this measure on a monthly basis. TIMING: The WEAP shall be reviewed and approved
by the County prior to Coastal Development issuance. Implementation of the one-time WEAP training
session shall occur prior to the start of construction. As new crew members are added to the project
WEAP training will be provided and will require employee review and sign off by construction
superintendent. MONITORING: P&D permit compliance staff will ensure compliance with the WEAP
throughout construction by review of attendance sheets and hardhats, inspection of the site, and
interviewing workers, as appropriate.

MM-CulRes-02 Cultural Resource Monitor. The Owner/Applicant shall have all earth disturbances
including scarification and placement of fill within the archaeological site area monitored by a P&D
approved Archaeologist and a Native American consultant in compliance with the provisions of the
County Archaeological Guidelines. TIMING: Prior to issuance of the Coastal Development Permit, the
Owner/Applicant shall submit for P&D review and approval, a contract or Letter of Commitment
between the Owner/Applicant and the archaeologist, consisting of a project description and scope of
work, and once approved, shall execute the contract. MONITORING: The Owner/Applicant shall
provide P&D compliance monitoring staff with the name and contact information for the assigned
onsite monitor(s) prior to grading/building permit issuance and pre-construction meeting. P&D
compliance monitoring staff shall confirm monitoring by archaeologist and Native American
consultant and P&D grading inspectors shall spot check field work.

MM-CulRes-03 Stop Work at Encounter. The Owner/Applicant and/or their agents, representatives or
contractors shall stop or redirect work immediately in the event archaeological remains are
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encountered during grading, construction, landscaping or other construction-related activity. The
Owner/Applicant shall immediately contact P&D staff, and retain a P&D approved archaeologist and
Native American representative to evaluate the significance of the find in compliance with the
provisions of the County Archaeological Guidelines and conduct appropriate mitigation funded by the
Owner/Applicant. If human remains are unexpectedly encountered, the State of California Health and
Safety Code Section 7050.5 states that no further disturbance shall occur until the County Coroner
has made a determination of origin and disposition pursuant to Public Resources Code Section
5097.98. In the unlikely event of an unanticipated discovery of human remains, the County Coroner
must be notified immediately. If the human remains are determined to be prehistoric, the Coroner
will notify the NAHC, which will determine and notify a most likely descendant (MLD). The MLD has
48 hours from being granted site access to make recommendations for the disposition of the remains.
If the MLLD does not make recommendations within 48 hours, the landowner shall reinter the remains
inan area of the property secure from subsequent disturbance. PLAN REQUIREMENTS: This condition
shall be printed on all building and grading plans. MONITORING: P&D permit processing planner shall
check plans prior to issuance of the Coastal Development Permit and P&D compliance monitoring
staff shall spot check in the field throughout grading and construction.

With the incorporation of these measures, residual impacts would be insignificant.

4.6 ENERGY
Poten. Signif. No Reviewed
. . Signif. But Insignif. Impact / | Under
Will the proPosaI result in: and Mitigable Beneficial | Previous
Unavoid. Impact Document
a. Substantial increase in demand, especially during X
peak periods, upon existing sources of energy?
b. Requirement for the development or extension of X
new sources of energy?

Impact Discussion:

(a, b). The County has not identified significance thresholds for electrical and/or natural gas service impacts
(Thresholds and Guidelines Manual). Private electrical and natural gas utility companies provide service to
customers in Central and Southern California, including the unincorporated areas of Santa Barbara County.
The replacement project is required because safety requirements associated with the line’s proximity to the
neighboring campgrounds were updated. This is required by the Department of Transportation Integrity
Management Rule, which requires pipeline integrity inspections every seven years. The scope of work
includes 1) a jack and bore under El Capitan Canyon Creek (175 linear feet); 2) installation of the
replacement segment and the 8” temporary bypass line, approximately 56-feet long; and 3) replacement
of a tie-in to the existing line. The new line will be hydrotested prior to operation, the existing pipeline &
temporary bypass line will be removed, and the site will be restored. Only mobile equipment will be used
to execute the soil excavation and pipeline/concrete removal work, which will not result any increase in
demand upon nearby energy sources. There are no structures proposed as part of this project, therefore no
new energy sources will be required and there will be no impact to energy resources.

Cumulative Impacts The project’s contribution to the regionally significant demand for energy is not considerable,
and is therefore less than significant.

Mitigation and Residual Impact. No mitigation is required. Residual impacts will be less than significant.
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4.7 FIRE PROTECTION
Poten. Signif. No Reviewed
. . Signif. But Insignif. Impact / | Under
Will the proposal result in: and Mitigable Beneficial | Previous
Unavoid. Impact Document
Introduction of development into an existing high fire X
hazard area or exposure of people or structures,
either directly or indirectly, to a significant risk of
loss, injury or death involving wildland fires?
Project-caused high fire hazard? X
Introduction of development into an area without X

adequate water pressure, fire hydrants or adequate
access for fire fighting?

Require the installation or maintenance of X
associated infrastructure (such as roads, fuel breaks,
emergency water sources, power lines or other
utilities) that may exacerbate fire risk or that may
result in temporary or ongoing impacts to the
environment?

Introduction of development that will substantially X
impair an adopted emergency response plan,
emergency evacuation plan, or fire prevention
techniques such as controlled burns or backfiring in
high fire hazard areas?

Development of structures beyond safe Fire Dept. X
response time?

County Standards. The following County Fire Department standards are applied in evaluating impacts
associated with the proposed development:

The emergency response thresholds include Fire Department staff standards of one on-duty
firefighter per 4000 persons (generally 1 engine company per 12,000 people, assuming three
firefighters/station). The emergency response time standard is approximately 5-6 minutes.

Water supply thresholds include a requirement for 750 gpm at 20 psi for urban single family dwellings
in urban and rural developed neighborhoods, and 500 gpm at 20 psi for dwellings in rural areas (lots
larger than five acres).

The ability of the County’s engine companies to extinguish fires (based on maximum flow rates
through hand held line) meets state and national standards assuming a 5,000 square foot structure.
Therefore, in any portion of the Fire Department’s response area, all structures over 5,000 square feet
are an unprotected risk (a significant impact) and therefore should have internal fire sprinklers.

Access road standards include a minimum width (depending on number of units served and whether
parking will be allowed on either side of the road), with some narrowing allowed for driveways. Cul-
de-sac diameters, turning radii and road grade must meet minimum Fire Department standards based
on project type.
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e Two means of egress may be needed and access must not be impeded by fire, flood, or earthquake.
A potentially significant impact could occur in the event any of these standards is not adequately met.

Impact Discussion:

(a - f). Predictions about the long-term effects of global climate change in California include increased

incidence of wildfires and a longer fire season, due to drier conditions and warmer temperatures. Any
increase in the number or severity of wildfires has the potential to impact resources to fight fires when
they occur, particularly when the state experiences several wildfires simultaneously. Such circumstances
place greater risk on development in high fire hazard areas.

The project involves 1) a jack and bore under El Capitan Canyon Creek (175 linear feet); 2) installation of
the replacement segment and the 8” temporary bypass line, approximately 56-feet long; and 3)
replacement of a tie-in to the existing line. The new line will be hydrotested prior to operation, the
existing pipeline & temporary bypass line will be removed, and the site will be restored. Short-term
impacts may arise as a result of the introduction of mechanized equipment during removal work since
construction activities will include introducing mechanical construction equipment to the densely
vegetated creek area. The project is located within a High Fire Hazard Area and the closest Santa Barbara
County Fire Station No. 11, located approximately 10-miles east of the project site at 6901 Frey Way in
Goleta. Adequate access to the site is available via Calle Real. Best Management Practices will be used
during all construction activities to ensure fire safe practices. The project does not propose any new
permanent structures or features that will lead to an increased fire hazard, therefore, no impacts are
expected. County Fire reviewed the proposed project and no conditions were applied.

Cumulative Impacts. Since the project will not create significant fire hazards, it will not have a cumulatively

considerable effect on fire safety within the County.

Mitigation and Residual Impact. No mitigation is required. Residual impacts will be insignificant.

4.8 GEOLOGIC PROCESSES

Will the proposal result in:

Poten.
Signif.
and
Unavoid.

Signif.
But
Mitigable

Insignif.

No

Impact /
Beneficial
Impact

Reviewed
Under
Previous
Document

Directly or indirectly cause potential substantial X
adverse effects, including the risk of loss, injury, or
death involving exposure to or production of
unstable earth conditions such as landslides,
earthquakes, liquefaction, soil creep, mudslides,
ground failure (including expansive, compressible,
collapsible soils), or similar hazards?

Disruption, displacement, compaction or X
overcovering of the soil by cuts, fills or extensive
grading?

Exposure to or production of permanent changes in X
topography, such as bluff retreat or sea level rise?

Directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological X
resource or site or unique geologic feature?

Any increase in wind or water erosion of soils, either X
on or off the site?
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Poten. Signif. No Reviewed
Willthe proposal rest i e | [ |
Unavoid. Impact Document
f. Changes in deposition or erosion of beach sands or X
dunes, or changes in siltation, deposition or erosion
which may modify the channel of a river, or stream, or
the bed of the ocean, or any bay, inlet or lake?
g. The placement of septic disposal systems in
impermeable soils with severe constraints to disposal X
of liquid effluent?
h. Extraction of mineral or ore? X
i. Excessive grading on slopes of over 20%? X
j- Sand or gravel removal or loss of topsoil? X
k. Vibrations, from short-term construction or long-term X
operation, which may affect adjoining areas?
l.  Excessive spoils, tailings or over-burden? X

Existing Setting. The Gaviota Coast is located between the Pacific coastline and south-facing slopes of the
east-west-oriented Santa Ynez Mountains, part of the Transverse Ranges. In general, the Gaviota Coast is
underlain by 10,668 meters (35,000 feet) of sedimentary rock from the late Mesozoic and Cenozoic eras,
with limited igneous rock outcroppings (U.S. Department of the Interior 2003). These sedimentary rocks
range from alluvial fan deposits, dune sand, fluvial deposits, and diatomite. The upper foothills contain
Rincon mudstone, an unstable and heavy claystone from the lower Miocene epoch. The coastal cliffs are
comprised of Monterey Formation and Sisquoc Formation from the Miocene and Pliocene epochs. The
Monterey Formation is comprised of hard, friable, silicified, and diatomaceous shale, that accounts for
most of the rocks exposed in sea cliffs and bedrock. The Sisquoc Formation is similar, containing cherty
siliceous shale, diatomite, and percelaneous shale (U.S. Department of the Interior 2003). The next
nearest geologic unit, north and upslope of the project site, is mapped as Monterey Shale.

Environmental Threshold. Pursuant to the County’s Adopted Thresholds and Guidelines Manual, impacts
related to geological resources may have the potential to be significant if the proposed project involves
any of the following characteristics:

1. The project site or any part of the project is located on land having substantial geologic
constraints, as determined by P&D or PWD. Areas constrained by geology include parcels located
near active or potentially active faults and property underlain by rock types associated with
compressible/collapsible soils or susceptible to landslides or severe erosion. "Special Problems"
areas designated by the Board of Supervisors have been established based on geologic
constraints, flood hazards and other physical limitations to development.

2. The project results in potentially hazardous geologic conditions such as the construction of cut
slopes exceeding a grade of 1.5 horizontal to 1 vertical.

3. The project proposes construction of a cut slope over 15 feet in height as measured from the
lowest finished grade.

4. The project is located on slopes exceeding 20% grade.
Impact Discussion:

(a). Potential to Result in Geologic Hazards. The proposed project consists of grading, the replacement of a
section of the existing L247, and the restoration of the site. The project site is not underlain by any known
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fault. The closest active fault is the Santa Ynez fault zone laying approximately 5.9-miles north of the
project site. There will not be any exposure to or production of unstable earth conditions such as
landslides, earthquakes, soil creep, mudslides or ground failure resulting from the proposed project. The
proposed project will involve returning the topography of the area to its existing conditions. Liquefaction
potential in the area has been determined to be moderate. No permanent structures will result from
the project and no excessive spoils, tailings or overburden are proposed. The only exception to this is
that soil will be excavated and will be stockpiled. All soils-related hazards will be less than significant.

(b, i). Potential for Grading-Related Impacts. The project will involve a negligible amount of fill which will

(c).

have negligible impacts on the environment. Total area of disturbance of the project will be 5.50-acres
(239,580-sf) including workspaces and laydown yards. Approximately 6,000-cubic-yards of temporary cut
entirely within the existing easement is proposed for removal, including;

e 1,453-CY for two replacement trenches, one 80’Lx3’"Wx6’D connecting to the western tie in, and
one 2,100’Lx3'Wx6’D between the receiving pit and eastern tie in;

e 1,400-CY for a removal trench (2100’Lx3’Wx6’D) between the receiving pit and eastern tie in;
e 512-CY for the bore pit (40’Lx15’"Wx23'D),

e 212-CY for the receiving pit (15’Lx10°"Wx38’D);

e 320-CY for up to 24 Bell Holes (10’Lx6’"Wx9’D), beyond that of the replacement trench;

e 267-CY for the eastern tie in of the replacement line (60’Lx20"Wx6’D);

e 889-CY for the western tie in (60’Lx20’'Wx20’D); and

e 47-CY for the eastern tie-in bypass.

The excavated materials will be used to backfill the trench. No excessive spoils, tailings or overburden is
proposed. The only exception to this is that soil will be excavated and will be stockpiled onsite for refilling
the graded areas therefore there will be no loss of topsoil. Although some areas that require excavation
to access the pipeline are located on slopes exceeding 20%, standard erosion and sediment control
measures are sufficient to prevent impacts. Topography will be restored to match the existing,
surrounding area. Impacts will be temporary and less than significant.

Exposure to Rising Sea Level. Predictions about the long-term effects of global climate change include
rising sea levels due to the melting of glaciers and thermal expansion. Rising sea-levels caused by
global climate change could increase the rate of coastal-bluff retreat due to scouring of the base of
bluffs. Although the exact rate of potential sea level rise cannot be determined, the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change! predicts that sea levels could possibly rise between 50
and 90 centimeters (approximately 1.6-to-3 feet) by the year 2100. The site location is on the
northern side of Highway 101 and does not propose the construction of permanent structures,
therefore the project will appear to be adequately set back from coastal erosion within that planning
horizon. No impact is expected.

(e, f). Potential Erosion and Sedimentation Impacts. Grading operations that will occur on the project site

will remove vegetative cover and disturb the ground surface, thereby increasing the potential for erosion
and sedimentation impacts. However, the potential for the project to cause substantial erosion and
sediment transport will be adequately mitigated by the County’s standard erosion control and drainage
requirements. Thus, impacts will be less than significant with mitigation.

1 The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change is a scientific intergovernmental body set up by the World Meteorological
Organization (WMO) and by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).
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The Proposed Project will result in temporary ground-disturbing activities to an area greater than 1 acre
in size; therefore, the Project will be subject to the requirements of the NPDES Construction General
Permit, which will require preparation of a SWPPP (MM-GEOQ-01). Slope stabilization methods will be
proposed in the SWPPP to help stabilize impacted slopes and minimize erosion, sedimentation, and water
turbidity downstream. Implementation of the Proposed Project will not result in substantial erosion or
siltation on or off site through alteration of existing drainage patterns. Grading operations that will occur
on the project site will remove vegetative cover and disturb the ground surface, thereby increasing the
potential for erosion and sedimentation impacts. The project site does not have substantial geological
constraints. Although some areas that require sampling and/or excavation are located on slopes
exceeding 20%, standard erosion and sediment control measures are sufficient to prevent impacts. The
potential for the project to cause substantial erosion and sediment transport will be mitigated by the
County’s standard erosion and sediment control and drainage requirements included herein as mitigation
measure MM-Geo-01: Erosion and Sediment Control Plan. Impacts will be less than significant with
mitigation.

(d, g, h, j, k, 1). Other Potential Geological Hazards. There are no unique geological features located on the
project site, and the project will not result in the use of septic systems. The project will not involve mining,
the loss of topsoil, or construction-related vibrations. The project will not cause destruction, covering
or modification of any unique geologic, paleontological, or physical features. The project will not
involve the placement of septic disposal systems. No permanent extraction of soil for mineral or ore
materials is proposed. Any vibrations from construction work that will affect adjoining areas are likely
to be short term and minimal in comparison to vibrations from the railroad adjacent to the site. No
impacts are anticipated.

Cumulative Impacts. Since the project will not result in significant geologic impacts after mitigation, and
geologic impacts are typically localized in nature, it will not have a cumulatively considerable effect on
geologic hazards within the County.

Mitigation and Residual Impact:

MM-Geo-01 Erosion and Sediment Control Plan. Where required by the latest edition of the California
Green Code and/or Chapter 14 of the Santa Barbara County Code, a Storm Water Pollution Prevention
Plan (SWPPP), Storm Water Management Plan (SWMP) and/or an Erosion and Sediment Control Plan
(ESCP) shall be implemented as part of the project. Grading and erosion and sediment control plans
shall be designed to minimize erosion during construction and shall be implemented for the duration
of the grading period and until re-graded areas have been stabilized by structures, long-term erosion
control measures or permanent landscaping. The Owner/Applicant shall submit the SWPPP, SWMP
or ESCP) using Best Management Practices (BMP) designed to stabilize the site, protect natural
watercourses/creeks, prevent erosion, convey storm water runoff to existing drainage systems
keeping contaminants and sediments onsite. The SWPPP or ESCP shall be a part of the Grading Plan
submittal and will be reviewed for its technical merits by P&D. Information on Erosion Control
requirements can be found on the County web site re: Grading Ordinance Chapter 14
(http://sbcountyplanning.org/building/grading.cfm) refer to Erosion and Sediment Control Plan
Requirements; and in the California Green Code for SWPPP (projects < 1 acre) and/or SWMP
requirements. PLAN REQUIREMENTS: The grading and SWPPP, SWMP and/or ESCP shall be
submitted for review and approved by P&D prior to approval of land use clearances. The plan shall
be designed to address erosion, sediment and pollution control during all phases of development of
the site until all disturbed areas are permanently stabilized. TIMING: The SWPPP requirements shall
be implemented prior to the commencement of grading and throughout the year. The ESCP/SWMP
requirements shall be implemented between November 1st and April 15th of each year, except
pollution control measures shall be implemented year round. MONITORING: P&D staff shall perform
site inspections throughout the construction phase.
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With the incorporation of these measures, residual impacts will be insignificant.

4.9 HAZARDOUS MATERIALS/RISK OF UPSET

Poten. Signif. No Reviewed
Will the proposal result in: [ Mitgabie || Genetiat | previous
Unavoid. Impact Document

a. Intheknown history of this property, have there been X

any past uses, storage or discharge of hazardous

materials (e.g., fuel or oil stored in underground tanks,

pesticides, solvents or other chemicals)?
b. The use, storage or distribution of hazardous or toxic X

materials?
c. A risk of an explosion or the release of hazardous X

substances (e.g., oil, gas, biocides, bacteria,

pesticides, chemicals or radiation) in the event of an

accident or upset conditions?
d. Possible interference with an emergency response X

plan or an emergency evacuation plan?

The creation of a potential public health hazard? X
f. Public safety hazards (e.g., due to development near X

chemical or industrial activity, producing oil wells,

toxic disposal sites, etc.)?
g. Exposure to hazards from oil or gas pipelines or oil X

well facilities?
h. The contamination of a public water supply? X

Existing Setting. SoCal Gas L247 is an existing steel 16-inch diameter pipeline that transports natural gas
under high pressure from Goleta, along the Gaviota Coast, north to Morro Bay. The line runs under El Capitan
Creek. Currently, Line 247 utilizes a SCADA system to monitor the pressure in the pipeline. The SCADA system
can detect fluctuations in pressure and notify operators to investigate and/or close valves on problematic
segments. Line 247 is equipped with line breaks which can automatically shut main line valves if the line
reaches a particular, pre-programmed pressure deviation. There are two main line valves located within the
vicinity of the replacement segment; the closest is located approximately 1-mile west of the segment, and
the second is located approximately 3-miles east of the segment. If a rupture or leak was to occur, the line
break will be triggered by the SCADA system, and the system will subsequently shut main line valves to isolate
the segment with the leak or rupture. The replacement project is required because safety requirements
associated with the line’s proximity to the neighboring campgrounds were updated.

The replacement pipeline will maintain the same 16-inch diameter and be upgraded to a greater wall
thickness. The proposed Project will not result in any changes to Line 247’s capacity but will upgrade the line
to a Class 3 safety rating.

Threshold. The County’s safety threshold addresses involuntary public exposure from projects involving
significant quantities of hazardous materials. The threshold addresses the likelihood and severity of
potential accidents to determine whether the safety risks of a project exceed significant levels.

Impact Discussion:
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(a—h). The proposed Project will entail two phases including: 1) jack and bore under El Capitan Canyon Creek
(176-linear-feet); 2) installation, testing, and operation of the replacement segment. Potholing may also
be required to confirm line location. Removal of the existing pipeline and temporary bypass and site
restoration would be continued after this segment is complete. Following installation of the replacement
pipeline and removal of the pipeline, the trench will be backfilled with a layer of slurry and recompeted
with native soil. Jack and boring procedures include digging a bore pit and receiving pit and using a drill
to create a horizontal bore for the pipeline casing. There are no lubricants used or drilling mud created
from the process and therefore the process has no risk of a frac-out under El Capitan Creek.

Equipment to be used for the excavation includes an excavator, backhoe, front loader, side boom,
crane or heavy lift, gang truck, flatbed truck, welding truck, pickup truck, portable equipment such as
generators and air compressors, crew trucks, and portable restrooms. All equipment will be staged
on adjacent, lined staging areas for waste characterization and offsite disposal. The stockpiled
material will be covered with sheeting or a soil binder at the end of each workday and prior to
precipitation events. County Environmental Health Services reviewed the project and provided
comments regarding the potential of finding any contamination. In the event contamination is
discovered, work shall stop and the applicant will be required to contact County EHS to conduct
proper testing/profiling, handling, and disposal of contaminated material. Because the project will
prevent the pipeline from leaking the project will have a net benefit to the environment, impacts will be
less than significant.

Cumulative Impacts. Since the project will not create significant impacts with respect to hazardous
materials and/or risk of upset, it will not have a cumulatively considerable effect on safety within the
County.

Mitigation and Residual Impact. Since the proposed project will not have a significant impact on the
Recreational opportunities, no additional mitigation is necessary. Residual impacts will be insignificant.

4.10 LAND USE

Poten. Signif. No Reviewed
Wil the proposal rest e | |
Unavoid. Impact Document
a. Structures and/or land use incompatible with existing X
land use?
b. Cause a significant environmental impact due to a X
conflict with any applicable land use plan, policy, or
regulation adopted for the purpose of avoiding or
mitigating an environmental effect?
¢. The induction of substantial unplanned population X
growth or concentration of population?
d. The extension of sewer trunk lines or access roads X
with capacity to serve new development beyond this
proposed project?
e. Lloss of existing affordable dwellings through X
demolition, conversion or removal?
f. Displacement of substantial numbers of existing X
people or housing, necessitating the construction of
replacement housing elsewhere?
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. . Signif. But Insignif. Impact / | Under
Will the proposal result in: 8 g P

Poten. Signif. No Reviewed

and Mitigable Beneficial | Previous
Unavoid. Impact Document

g. Displacement of substantial numbers of people, X
necessitating the construction of replacement
housing elsewhere?

h. The loss of a substantial amount of open space? X

i. An economic or social effect that would result in a X
physical change? (i.e. Closure of a freeway ramp
results in isolation of an area, businesses located in
the vicinity close, neighborhood degenerates, and
buildings deteriorate. Or, if construction of new
freeway divides an existing community, the
construction would be the physical change, but the
economic/social effect on the community would be
the basis for determining that the physical change
would be significant.)

j- Conflicts with adopted airport safety zones? X

Existing Setting. The Study Area in the coastal zone and the land use designation is Agricultural and
Recreation/Open Space within the Gaviota Coast Plan. Access to the project site is taken from Naples Access
Road and Bear Road, which connect to Highway 101, a major transportation corridor, US-101. Calle Real, is
immediately south of the Study Area. The El Capitan Canyon Resort and ranch overlap the Study Area.
Surrounding the El Capitan Canyon Resort, primary uses include recreation on El Capitan State Park land,
with avocado production and pasture for cattle at El Capitan Ranch. The land use category is designated
AG-ll. Cafiada del Capitan (El Capitan Creek), two concrete lined stormwater channels, and two road
culverts are present in the Study Area. The Pacific Ocean is approximately 0.25-miles south of the Study
Area. The project area does not contain much infrastructure aside from the existing SoCal Gas pipeline. APN
079-080-039 contains an ag reservoir, residence, and water storage tanks on the northern end of the parcel.
The project was reviewed for consistency with policy and regulatory documents relating to the environment
and appropriate land use.

Impact Discussion:

(a—j). The scope of the project includes 1) a jack and bore under El Capitan Canyon Creek (175 linear feet);
2) installation of the replacement segment and the 8” temporary bypass line, approximately 56-feet long;
and 3) replacement of a tie-in to the existing line. The new line will be hydrotested prior to operation, the
existing pipeline & temporary bypass line will be removed, and the site will be restored. Once excavation
activities are complete, the site topography will be brought back to existing conditions and revegetation
will occur. Any biological impacts will be mitigated for via avoidance or replacement as discussed in
Section 4.4 (Biological Resources). Therefore, the project will not cause a physical change that conflicts
with adopted environmental policies or regulations. The project is not growth inducing, and does not
result in the loss of affordable housing, loss of open space, or a significant displacement of people. The
project does not involve the extension of a sewer trunk line, and does not conflict with any airport safety
zones. The project is compatible with existing land uses and will have no impact.

Mitigation and Residual Impact. No impacts are identified. No mitigation is necessary.
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4.11 NOISE
Poten. Signif. No Reviewed
. . Signif. But Insignif. Impact / | Under
Will the proposal result in: and Mitigable Beneficial | Previous
Unavoid. Impact Document
a. Llong-term exposure of people to noise levels X
exceeding County thresholds (e.g. locating noise
sensitive uses next to an airport)?
b. Short-term exposure of people to noise levels X
exceeding County thresholds?
c. Project-generated substantial increase in the ambient X
noise levels for adjoining areas (either day or night)?

Setting/Threshold. Noise is generally defined as unwanted or objectionable sound which is measured on a
logarithmic scale and expressed in decibels (dB(A)). The duration of noise and the time period at which it
occurs are important values in determining impacts on noise-sensitive land uses. The Community Noise
Equivalent Level (CNEL) and Day-Night Average Level (L4,) are noise indices which account for differences in
intrusiveness between day- and night-time uses. County noise thresholds are: 1) 65 dB(A) CNEL maximum
for exterior exposure, 2) 45 dB(A) CNEL maximum for interior exposure of noise-sensitive uses, and 3) an
increase in noise levels by 3 db(A) — either individually or cumulatively when combined with other noise-
generating sources when the existing (ambient) noise levels already exceed 65 db(A) at outdoor living areas
or 45db(A) at interior living areas. Noise-sensitive land uses include: residential dwellings; transient lodging;
hospitals and other long-term care facilities; public or private educational facilities; libraries, churches; and
places of public assembly.

Noise from grading and construction activity proposed within 1,600 feet of sensitive receptors, including
schools, residential development, commercial lodging facilities, hospitals or care facilities, will generally
result in a potentially significant impact. According to EPA guidelines average construction noise is 95
dB(A) at a 50-foot distance from the source. A 6 dB drop occurs with a doubling of the distance from the
source. Therefore, locations within 1,600 feet of the construction site will be affected by noise levels over
65 dB(A).

The subject property is located in a rural area along Highway 101, which is a major noise source in the project
area. No other roadways, public facilities, airport approach and take-off zones or other land uses that are
substantial noise sources are located in the project area.

Impact Discussion:

(a). Once construction and remediation are complete, no new structures or permanent uses will be present
onsite as a result of the project, therefore, no long-term noise-related impacts will result. Noise-related
impacts will be less than significant.

(b - c). The project is located adjacent to Highway 101 and the El Capitan Canyon Resort. It does not propose
a new use in this area that will result in the exposure of people to any new long-term noise sources. The
proposed project consists of 1) a jack and bore under El Capitan Canyon Creek (175 linear feet); 2)
installation of the replacement segment and the 8” temporary bypass line, approximately 56-feet long;
and 3) replacement of a tie-in to the existing line. The new line will be hydrotested prior to operation, the
existing pipeline & temporary bypass line will be removed, and the site will be restored. The replacement
of the pipeline segment is anticipated to take approximately 16-weeks.

The project will result in short-term construction noise that will likely push noise levels above County
thresholds at and near the project site. However, the project site currently experiences elevated noise
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levels associated with Highway 101. Short term noise will come from grading and pipeline replacement
activities. Standard noise mitigation which restricts work hours to 7:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. will reduce
potential public exposure to construction-related noise (MM-Noise-01). However, extended night and
weekend work with lighting may be required for up to three days for the hydrotest and tie-in.

Additionally, the El Capitan Canyon Resort and El Capitan RV park are located within the 1,600-foot noise
buffer as identified by the Thresholds Manual. Even with the limits on timing of construction work, these
areas would be impacted by temporary construction noise. In order to mitigate the temporary noise
disturbance, the applicant shall prepare a noise reduction plan which may include the use of moveable
sound barriers at the source of the construction activity, use of low-noise emission equipment, and/or
prohibit aboveground jackhammering and impact pile driving during nighttime hours (MMM-Noise-02).
Noise-related impacts will be less than significant with mitigation.

Mitigation and Residual Impact. No mitigation is required. Residual impacts will be less than significant.

MM-Noise-01 Construction Hours. The Owner /Applicant, including all contractors and subcontractors

shall limit construction activity, including equipment maintenance and site preparation, to the hours
between 7:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. Monday through Friday. No construction shall occur on weekends
or State holidays. Extended night and weekend work with lighting may take place for up to three days,
or as approved in advance by P&D as necessary for safety, for the hydrotest and tie-in installation
work. The applicant must provide P&D and the El Capitan Canyon Resort a written notification about
the length of work to occur outside the standard construction hours. Any subsequent amendment to
the Comprehensive General Plan, applicable Community or Specific Plan, or Zoning Code noise
standard upon which these construction hours are based shall supersede the hours stated herein.
PLAN REQUIREMENTS: The Owner/Applicant shall provide and post a sign stating these restrictions
at all construction site entries. TIMING: Signs shall be posted prior to commencement of construction
and maintained throughout construction. MONITORING: The Owner/Applicant shall demonstrate
that required signs are posted prior to grading/building permit issuance and pre-construction
meeting. Building inspectors and permit compliance staff shall spot check and respond to complaints.
Compliance staff shall be notified of the work to occur outside the standard construction hours.

MM-Noise-02 Noise Reduction Plan. The Owner/Applicant shall submit for P&D approval a Noise

Reduction Plan outlining measures that will reduce temporary construction noise from reaching the
adjacent resort and campground. The plan may include use of moveable sound barriers at the source
of the construction activity, use of low-noise emission equipment, and/or prohibit aboveground
jackhammering and impact pile driving during nighttime hours. PLAN REQUIREMENTS/TIMING: The
Noise Reduction Plan shall be submitted for review and approved by P&D prior to issuance of the
Coastal Development Permit. The plan shall be designed to reduce noise related impacts to the
adjacent noise sensitive receptors. MONITORING: P&D staff shall perform site inspections
throughout the construction phase.

4.12 PUBLIC FACILITIES

Poten. Signif. No Reviewed
Willthe proposal require or resultin il P Rl P o
Impact Document
a. A need for new or altered police protection and/or X
health care services?
b. Student generation exceeding school capacity? X
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Poten. Signif. No Reviewed
. . . Signif. and | But Insignif. Impact / | Under
Will the proPosaI require or result in: Unavoid. Mitigable Beneficial | Previous
Impact Document
c. Significant amounts of solid waste or breach any X

federal, state, or local standards or thresholds
relating to solid waste disposal and generation
(including recycling facilities and existing landfill
capacity)?

d. The relocation or construction of new or expanded X
wastewater treatment facilities (sewer lines, lift-
stations, etc.) the construction or relocation of
which could cause significant environmental
effects?

e. The relocation or construction of new or expanded X
storm water drainage or water quality control
facilities, the construction of which could cause
significant environmental effects?

Existing Conditions. The subject Line 247 is an existing high-pressure natural gas line operated by Southern
California Gas Company, transporting Natural Gas north from Goleta to Morro Bay, California.

Impact Discussion:

(a — e). SoCalGas is proposing to replace a 2,356-foot section of the existing L247 to comply with State
Regulations for pipeline safety. Replacement will include installation of a temporary 12-inch diameter,
56-foot long, above-ground pipeline bypass (bypass) to allow for regional natural gas transmission during
construction. The purpose of the bypass was to allow for the safe removal and replacement of the existing
pipeline segment without curtailing service to customers. Once replacement is complete, the
aboveground bypass line will be removed. The proposed project will not result in the increase of service.
There will be no change in existing police protection or health care services. The proposed project will
not generate solid waste in excess of County thresholds. The project will not cause the need for new or
altered sewer system facilities as it is already in the service district, and the District has adequate capacity
to serve the project. The proposed project will not create new impervious surfaces and will not result in
greater surface runoff from the site. No additional drainages or water quality control facilities will be
necessary to serve the project. Water quality and best management measures will be applied for general
protection of El Capitan Creek. Those measures are discussed more in Section 4.15. Therefore, the project
will have no impact to public facilities.

Mitigation and Residual Impact. No impacts are identified. No mitigation is necessary.

4.13 RECREATION

Poten. Signif. No Reviewed
Willthe proposal resuitin e || | v
Unavoid. Impact Document
a. Conflict with established recreational uses of the X
area?
b. Conflict with biking, equestrian and hiking trails? X
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Poten. Signif. No Reviewed
. . Signif. But Insignif. Impact / | Under
Will the proPosaI result in: and Mitigable Beneficial | Previous
Unavoid. Impact Document
c. Substantial impact on the quality or quantity of X

existing recreational opportunities (e.g., overuse of an
area with constraints on numbers of people, vehicles,
animals, etc. which might safely use the area)?

Setting/Threshold. The Thresholds and Guidelines Manual contains no threshold for park and recreation
impacts. However, the Board of Supervisors has established a minimum standard ratio of 4.7 acres of
recreation/open space per 1,000 people to meet the needs of a community. The Santa Barbara County Parks
Department maintains more than 900 acres of parks and open spaces, as well as 84 miles of trails and coastal
access easements.

The proposed project site is located north of the Highway 101 between El Capitan Canyon Campground and
a private drive 1,200-feet to the east. El Capitan Canyon Campground provides cabin and yurt
accommodations along El Capitan Creek. A bike path runs parallel to the project site along Highway 101. The
El Capitan Canyon Resort and ranch overlap the Study Area. Surrounding the El Capitan Canyon Resort,
primary uses include recreation on El Capitan State Park land, with avocado production and pasture for cattle
at El Capitan Ranch.

Impact Discussion:

(a - c). The proposed project will not result in the permanent development of any structure or use not
currently present onsite. The temporary workspace along the pipeline corridor will be 80-feet wide for
the entirety of the pipeline through the El Capitan Resort landscaped area (adjacent to the entrance road)
and will decrease to 20" wide for 71 linear feet. The western laydown area historically has been used as
overflow parking for El Capitan Canyon and a staging area for construction work within the vicinity. Access
to the El Capitan Canyon resort will temporarily be relocated to the west side of the Creek, on a private
service road within the parcel boundaries. A temporary traffic control plan shall be prepared for the
project identifying the work zones of the project and any applicable signage, flaggers, and overall
accessibility patterns during construction work. During construction, a flagger will accompany ingress and
egress of all vehicles along Calle Real and the private service road to assist public access to and from the
resort as well as construction vehicles. Access to the resort will remain open throughout all construction
activities. The plan will be intended to ensure the project does not interfere with resort accessibility and
operations. Once work through the resort’s main driveway is competed, the area will be restored to
existing conditions and the use of that driveway will resume. Therefore, access to the resort area will not
be impacted.

The bike path along Highway 101 will also not be impacted and will remain open for the duration of
construction work. The proposed project consists of grading, pipeline replacement, and restoration to
maintain SoCal Gas’ natural gas pipeline, which provides natural gas to customers in Morro Bay. The
proposed project will result in temporary construction activities with equipment located adjacent to El
Capitan Creek on private property. The project will not lead to an increase in population and will therefore
not impact the quality and quantity of existing recreational opportunities, both in the project vicinity and
County-wide. Project implementation will not result in any conflicts with established recreational uses of
the area, including biking, equestrian or hiking trails. Impacts will be insignificant.

Cumulative Impacts. The proposed project will not result in an increase in population in the project area and
will not directly or indirectly impact any existing recreation facilities. Therefore, the project contribution to
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cumulative recreation impacts will not be cumulatively considerable and its cumulative impacts will be less
than significant.

Mitigation and Residual Impact.

REC-01 Traffic Control Plan. A temporary traffic control plan shall be prepared by the applicant, identifying
the work zones of the project and any applicable signage, flaggers, and overall accessibility patterns
during construction work. The plan shall be intended to ensure the project does not interfere with resort
accessibility and operations. PLAN REQUIREMENTS/TIMING: This condition shall be noted on any
plans. The Traffic Control Plan shall be reviewed and approved by P&D prior to issuance of a Coastal
Development Permit. MONITORING: The Owner/Applicant shall demonstrate to P&D staff that all
required components of the approved plan(s) are in place as required prior to any grading or
construction work and in place throughout all construction activities. P&D staff shall ensure
satisfactory installation of all items in approved plans and successful implementation of this plan.

4.14 TRANSPORTATION

Poten. Signif. No Reviewed
Will the proposal result in: | igale | | enetiat | previous
Unavoid. Impact Document
a. Conflict with a program, plan, ordinance, or policy X
addressing the circulation system, including transit,
roadways, bicycle, and pedestrian facilities?
b. Conflict or be inconsistent with CEQA Guidelines Section X
15064.3(b)?
€. Substantially increase hazards due to a geometric design X
feature (e.g., sharp curves or dangerous intersections) or
incompatible uses (e.g., farm equipment)?
d. Resultininadequate emergency access? X

Existing Setting. The proposed project is located along Calle Real in Santa Barbara County. Calle Real is
managed by the Santa Barbara County Transportation Division, which maintains 1,650 lane miles of roads
in the unincorporated areas of Santa Barbara County. At the project site, the roadway parallels Highway
101 along a straight stretch of the coastline. The linear Project alignment approximately follows Calle Real
for 2,356 feet, immediately west-northwest of the El Capitan State Beach exit (Exit 117) off Hwy 101. The
western edge of the Project is near the intersection of El Capitan Terrace Lane and Calle Real. The pipeline
centerline ranges from about 50 to 150-feet north of Calle Real, with a staging area located at each end. Calle
Real is open with two-way traffic. SBCAG is responsible for all regional transportation planning within
Santa Barbara County, including identifying and funding major infrastructure improvements, determining
transit needs, creating and updating bicycle and pedestrian master plans, determining the feasibility of
and planning of enhancements to the passenger rail system, and developing and implementing ongoing
efforts to reduce traffic congestion throughout the region. The Project is located in El Capitan Canyon Resort
and El Capitan Ranch, just north of Calle Real and El Capitan State Beach.

Thresholds: According to the County’s Environmental Thresholds and Guidelines Manual, a significant
transportation impact will occur when:

a. Potential Conflict with a Program, Plan, Ordinance, or Policy. The SBCAG’s 2040 Regional
Transportation Plan and Sustainable Communities Strategy (SBCAG, 013) and the County’s
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Comprehensive Plan, zoning ordinances, capital improvement programs, and other planning documents
contain transportation and circulation programs, plans, ordinances, and policies. Threshold question “a”
considers a project in relation to those programs, plans, ordinances, and polices that specifically address
multimodal transportation, complete streets, transportation demand management (TDM), and other
vehicle miles traveled (VMT)-related topics. The County and CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.3(a) no longer
consider automobile delay or congestion an environmental impact. Therefore, threshold question “a”
does not apply to provisions that address LOS or similar measures of vehicular capacity or traffic
congestion.

A transportation impact occurs if a project conflicts with the overall purpose of an applicable
transportation and circulation program, plan, ordinance, or policy, including impacts to existing transit
systems and bicycle and pedestrian networks pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21099(b)(1). In
such cases, applicants must identify project modifications or mitigation measures that eliminate or reduce
inconsistencies with applicable programs, plans, ordinances, and policies. For example, some community
plans include provisions that encourage complete streets. As a result, an applicant for a multifamily
apartment complex may need to reduce excess parking spaces, fund a transit stop, and/or add bike
storage facilities to comply with a community plan’s goals and policies.

b. Potential Impact to VMT. The County expresses thresholds of significance in relation to existing, or
baseline, county VMT. Specifically, the County compares the existing, or baseline, county VMT (i.e., pre-
construction) to a project’s VMT. Projects with VMT below the applicable threshold will normally result in
a less than significant VMT impact and, therefore, will not require further analyses or studies.
Nonetheless, CEQA Guidelines Section 15064(b)(2) states, “Compliance with the threshold does not
relieve a lead agency of the obligation to consider substantial evidence indicating that the Project’s
environmental effects may still be significant.” Projects with a VMT above the applicable threshold will
normally result in a significant VMT impact and, therefore, will require further analyses and studies, and,
if necessary, project modifications or mitigation measures. CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.3 establish
VMT as the most appropriate measure of transportation impacts under CEQA.

The County presumes that land use or transportation projects meeting any of the screening criteria will
have less than significant VMT impacts and will not require further analysis. County thresholds identify
Small Projects as a project that generates 110 or fewer average daily trips. The VMT thresholds of
significance are for general use and should apply to most projects subject to environmental review.
However, the thresholds may not be appropriate for unique projects. In such cases, CEQA Guidelines
Section 15064.7(c) allows the County to use other thresholds “... on a case-by-case basis as provided in
Section 15064(b)(2).” The OPR Technical Advisory recommended thresholds of significance for land use
projects including Residential, Employment, Regional Retail, Mixed-Use Projects, and Other Land Use

types.

Projects subject to Absolute Thresholds and Land Use Plans. Transportation projects and some land use
projects are subject to an absolute threshold of significance (i.e., total roadway VMT or total VMT).
Projects and plans that exceed the thresholds of significance require project modifications or mitigation
measures to avoid or reduce VMT impacts to a less-than-significant level (i.e., below the applicable
threshold of significance). As discussed above, the VMT Calculator contains and, therefore, can help
applicants assess the effectiveness of possible mitigation measures.

c. Design Features and Hazards. Threshold “c” considers whether a project will increase roadway hazards.
An increase could result from existing or proposed uses or geometric design features. In part, the analysis
should review these and other relevant factors and identify results that conflict with the County’s
Engineering Design Standards or other applicable roadway standards.
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d. Emergency Access. Threshold “d” considers any changes to emergency access resulting from a project.
To identify potential impacts, the analysis must review any proposed roadway design changes and
determine if they will potentially impede emergency access vehicles.

Impact Discussion:

(a).

(b).

(c).

(d).

Potential Conflict with a Program, Plan, Ordinance, or Policy. The scope of the project includes
replacement of a 2,356-foot long section of existing L247, backfilling the excavation areas, and
recontouring the area back to pre-project conditions. Due to the Creek’s location above the line, jack
and bore technics will allow installation of 176-feet of replacement pipeline under El Capitan Canyon
Creek thereby avoiding construction work within the creek. No new structures or uses are proposed
as a result of the project. No new operational vehicle miles will be introduced to the area besides
during excavation activities. Construction equipment will access the site from Calle Real and local
paved and gravel roads. The project will be consistent with programs, plans, ordinances, and policies
related to circulation. Therefore, the project will have a less than significant impact to existing
programs.

Potential Impact to VMT. No excavated soil will be exported off the site. Once pipeline repair activities
are complete, the excavated soil will be used to backfill the graded areas. The proposed project will
not result in the construction of a permanent structure or use that will intensify the VMT of the area.
Therefore, the project will cause a less than significant impact under CEQA and will not require further
VMT analysis due to its nature and limited duration. According to the Santa Barbara County
Environmental Thresholds and Guidelines Manual, amended January 2021, the proposed Project is
exempt from further VMT analysis based on Step 1, Project Screening. The project will be similar to
existing conditions upon completion of pipeline repair. The proposed project will not decrease future
vehicle capacity or create long-term changes to traffic patterns or VMT. Roadway users will continue
to be similar to those currently using Calle Real. No change in traffic patterns, VMT, or ADT will result
from the proposed Project. The project will have no impact on VMTs.

Design Features and Hazards. The proposed project is located adjacent to El Capitan Creek. Laydown
and workspaces are within the existing graded parking lot area on the western side of the site and on
another graded and vacant lot area towards the eastern side of the site. The project and all
vehicles/equipment will remain onsite for the duration of the project and therefore it will not impact
traffic flow of the surrounding roads. The project will not introduce any design features or
incompatible uses that will result in new hazards in the Project Study Area or vicinity. With the
relocation of access to El Capitan Resort 500-feet east of the entrance gate, the project will maintain
private property ingress/egress. Once replacement activities are complete along the resort entrance
road, the normal entrance will be brought back and secondary entrance will be discontinued.
Construction vehicles will have three points of access to the site through private drives. The project
will maintain sight distance and emergency access throughout project construction and operation.
The Project does not propose a new geometric design which will increase hazardous conditions. The
proposed project will have a less than significant impact in this regard, and no mitigation measures
are required.

Emergency Access. Emergency access to surrounding areas is currently available along Calle Real.
During construction, all public roads will remain open and un-impacted by construction vehicles,
which will be stored onsite until project completion. The project will be in compliance with applicable
regulations, and ensure that there will be no impacts related to traffic hazards, emergency access,
and other transportation safety and access considerations. The project will not interfere with police
and fire response times or school bus routes. Therefore, the proposed project impacts will be /ess
than significant, and no mitigation is required.
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Cumulative Impacts. The County’s Environmental Thresholds were developed, in part, to define the point
at which a project’s contribution to a regionally significant impact constitutes a significant effect at the
project level. In this instance, the project has been found not to exceed the threshold of significance for
transportation. Therefore, the project’s contribution to the regionally significant transportation impacts

is not considerable, and is insignificant.

Mitigation and Residual Impact. No mitigation is required. Residual impacts will be insignificant.

4.15 WATER RESOURCES/FLOODING

Will the proposal result in:

Poten.
Signif.
and
Unavoid.

Signif.
But
Mitigable

Insignif.

No

Impact /
Beneficial
Impact

Reviewed
Under
Previous
Document

a. Changes in currents, or the course or direction of
water movements, in either marine or fresh waters?

b. Changes in percolation rates, drainage patterns or the
rate and amount of surface water runoff?

c. Change in the amount of surface water in any water
body?

d. Discharge, directly or through a storm drain system,
into surface waters (including but not limited to
wetlands, riparian areas, ponds, springs, creeks,
streams, rivers, lakes, estuaries, tidal areas, bays,
ocean, etc) or alteration of surface water quality,
including but not limited to temperature, dissolved
oxygen, turbidity, or thermal water pollution?

e. Alterations to the course or flow of flood water or
need for private or public flood control projects?

f. Exposure of people or property to water related
hazards such as flooding (placement of project in 100
year flood plain), accelerated runoff or tsunamis, sea
level rise, or seawater intrusion?

g. Alteration of the direction or rate of flow of
groundwater?

h. Change in the quantity of groundwater, either
through direct additions or withdrawals, or through
interception of an aquifer by cuts or excavations or
recharge interference?

i. Overdraft or over-commitment of any groundwater
basin? Or, a significant increase in the existing
overdraft or over-commitment of any groundwater
basin?

j- The substantial degradation of groundwater quality
including saltwater intrusion?

k. Substantial reduction in the amount of water
otherwise available for public water supplies?
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Poten. Signif. No Reviewed
. . Signif. But Insignif. Impact / | Under
Will the proposal result in: and Mitigable Beneficial | Previous
Unavoid. Impact Document
I. Introduction of storm water pollutants (e.g., oil, X
grease, pesticides, nutrients, sediments, pathogens,
etc.) into groundwater or surface water?

Water Resources Thresholds. A project is determined to have a significant effect on water resources if it
would exceed established threshold values which have been set for each overdrafted groundwater basin.
These values were determined based on an estimation of a basin’s remaining life of available water storage.
If the project’s net new consumptive water use [total consumptive demand adjusted for recharge less
discontinued historic use] exceeds the threshold adopted for the basin, the project’s impacts on water
resources are considered significant. A project is also deemed to have a significant effect on water resources
if a net increase in pumpage from a well would substantially affect production or quality from a nearby well.

Water Quality Thresholds. A significant water quality impact is presumed to occur if the project:

e |s|ocated within an urbanized area of the county and the project construction or redevelopment
individually or as a part of a larger common plan of development or sale would disturb one (1) or
more acres of land;

e Increases the amount of impervious surfaces on a site by 25% or more;
e Results in channelization or relocation of a natural drainage channel;

e Results in removal or reduction of riparian vegetation or other vegetation (excluding non-native
vegetation removed for restoration projects) from the buffer zone of any streams, creeks or
wetlands;

e Is an industrial facility that falls under one or more of categories of industrial activity regulated
under the NPDES Phase | industrial storm water regulations (facilities with effluent limitation;
manufacturing; mineral, metal, oil and gas, hazardous waste, treatment or disposal facilities;
landfills; recycling facilities; steam electric plants; transportation facilities; treatment works; and
light industrial activity);

e Discharges pollutants that exceed the water quality standards set forth in the applicable NPDES
permit, the Regional Water Quality Control Board’s (RWQCB) Basin Plan or otherwise impairs the
beneficial uses? of a receiving water body;

e Results in a discharge of pollutants into an “impaired” water body that has been designated as
such by the State Water Resources Control Board or the RWQCB under Section 303 (d) of the
Federal Water Pollution Prevention and Control Act (i.e., the Clean Water Act); or

e Results in a discharge of pollutants of concern to a receiving water body, as identified by the
RWQCB.

Impact Discussion:

(a). The project will not impact any water courses including the adjacent El Capitan Creek or discharge
into the Pacific Ocean. The project will not substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site

2 Beneficial uses for Santa Barbara County are identified by the Regional Water Quality Control Board in the Water
Quality Control Plan for the Central Coastal Basin, or Basin Plan, and include (among others) recreation, agricultural
supply, groundwater recharge, fresh water habitat, estuarine habitat, support for rare, threatened or endangered

species, preservation of biological habitats of special significance.
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or the area because construction will utilize a jack and bore method to replace a 215-foot pipeline
section, in which a portion crosses underneath El Capitan Creek. Entering the creek to access the
pipeline via trench will be eliminated by using the jack and bore method. This method will allow the
applicant to dig a Bore pit and a Receiving pit wide enough to lower an auger 19-feet below grade and
horizontally dig 165-feet, 6-inches to the receiving pit side, simultaneously pulling a steel cap to
enclose the replacement pipeline (Figure 7). This horizontal digging method does not include lubricants
or create drilling mud, therefore the process has no risk of a frac-out under El Capitan Creek. The existing
segment of pipeline that runs underneath El Capitan Creek will be abandoned in place, reducing

disturbance. Therefore, impacts to water movement is less than significant.
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FIGURE 7. JACK AND BORE REPLACEMENT PLAN.

(b - e). The project will propose approximately 5.50-acres of temporary disturbance to allow for laydown
yards, work areas, and excavation to carry out the project. Most of this disturbance area is currently
unvegetated and will not change the current surface water runoff rates. Approximately 1.77-acres of
vegetation and 1.17-acres of agricultural land will be removed to accommodate the excavation and
work areas. Once construction activities are complete, the site will be recontoured to match existing
conditions and a Habitat Restoration Plan (MM-BIO-05) will restore the vegetation onsite. No new
structures or impermeable surfaces are proposed which would change the amount of surface water
drained or discharged into the nearby waterbodies and therefore, drainage patterns and rates will
not change. Impacts will be less than significant.

(f). The project is not located within a flood hazard overlay. The project would replace an existing pipeline
and will not increase the intensity of use of the site. Therefore, the project will not lead to the
exposure of people or property to water related hazards such as flooding. The elevation of the project
site ranges from approximately 165 to 187 feet above mean sea level. Therefore, even if predicted rates
of sea level rise are realized, the development area would remain well above sea level within that
planning horizon and no impacts are anticipated. No impact is expected.

(g - k). The project would not impact groundwater quality. No permanent structures would be constructed
which would prevent water filtration. No streams, ponds, or reservoirs are in the vicinity which could be
polluted or impacted by the project. The project would not require an onsite water source and no water
would be pumped from the groundwater basin as a result of the project. The project would not involve
the placement of septic disposal systems. Therefore, the project would have no impact on water supplies.
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(I). The project could adversely affect surface water quality by introducing excavation equipment which
would be used to remove the impacted material, and stored on adjacent staging areas. The stockpiled
material for each work area would be covered with sheeting or a soil binder at the end of each workday
and prior to precipitation events. Minor amounts of materials from onsite vehicular use would not
present a significant potential for release of waterborne pollutants and would be highly unlikely to create
a public health hazard. Since the Project site comprises be 5.50-acres (239,580-sf), the Project will
include the preparation of a SWPPP (MM-GEO-01) that will identify BMPs to be implemented with the
Project to prevent erosion, minimize siltation impacts, and protect water quality in El Capitan Creek
during Project activities. Project activities will include stabilizing the ground surfaces in accordance
with the Construction General Permit and erosion and sediment control (MM-GEO-01). Therefore,
impacts are expected to be less than significant.

Cumulative Impacts. The County’s Environmental Thresholds were developed, in part, to define the point
at which a project’s contribution to a regionally significant impact constitutes a significant effect at the
project level. In this instance, the project has been found not to exceed the threshold of significance for
water resources. Therefore, the project’s contribution to the regionally significant issues of water supplies
and water quality is not considerable, and is insignificant.

Mitigation and Residual Impact. No additional mitigation is required beyond the Habitat Restoration Plan
(MM-Bio-05) described under Section 4.4 Biological Resources and Construction General Permit and
erosion and sediment control (MM-GEO-01) described under Section 4.8 Geologic Resources. Residual
impacts would be insignificant.

5.0 INFORMATION SOURCES

5.1 County Departments Consulted

Fire, Public Works, Flood Control, Parks, Environmental Health, Flood Control, Project Clean Water, APCD

5.2 Comprehensive Plan
X Seismic Safety/Safety Element X Conservation Element
X Open Space Element X Noise Element
X Coastal Plan and Maps X Circulation Element
ERME

5.3 Other Sources

X Field work X Ag Preserve maps

X Calculations X Flood Control maps

X Project plans X Other technical references
Traffic studies (reports, survey, etc.)

X Records X Planning files, maps, reports

X Grading plans X Zoning maps

X Elevation, architectural renderings X Soils maps/reports

X Published geological map/reports X Plant maps

X Topographical maps X Archaeological maps and reports

Other
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6.0 PROIJECT SPECIFIC AND CUMULATIVE IMPACT SUMMARY

The following is a summary of project-specific impacts:
Class | Impacts (Significant and Unavoidable): None identified.

Class Il Impacts (Potentially Significant and Subject to Mitigation): Aesthetics, Air Quality, Biological
Resources, Cultural Resources, Geologic Processes, Noise, Recreation, and Water Resources.

Significant direct short- and long-term project specific impacts will be reduced to a less than significant
level through the implementation of the mitigation measures listed in the sections above.

Class Il Impacts (Less than Significant): Agriculture, Fire Protection, Hazardous Materials/Risk of Upset,
and Transportation.

The project will have no impacts on Energy, Land Use, and Public Facilities.

7.0 MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE

Poten. Signif. No Reviewed
Signif. But Insignif. Impact / | Under
and Mitigable Beneficial | Previous
Unavoid. Impact Document

Will the proposal result in:

1. Does the project have the potential to substantially X
degrade the quality of the environment, substantially
reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a
fish or wildlife population to drop below self-
sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or
animal community, substantially reduce the number
or restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant or
animal, contribute significantly to greenhouse gas
emissions or significantly increase  energy
consumption, or eliminate important examples of the
major periods of California history or prehistory?

2. Does the project have the potential to achieve short- X
term to the disadvantage of long-term environmental
goals?

3. Does the project have impacts that are individually X
limited, but cumulatively considerable?
(“Cumulatively considerable” means that the
incremental effects of a project are considerable
when viewed in connection with the effects of past
projects, the effects of other current projects and the
effects of probable future projects.)

4. Does the project have environmental effects which X
will cause substantial adverse effects on human
beings, either directly or indirectly?

5. Isthere disagreement supported by facts, reasonable X
assumptions predicated upon facts and/or expert
opinion supported by facts over the significance of an
effect which would warrant investigation in an EIR ?
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(1) Substantially Degrade the Quality of the Environment. The proposed project does not have the
potential to substantially degrade the quality of the environment because the proposed site
remediation activities will be performed in order to prevent further possible degradation of the
environment if the pipeline anomaly was left unchecked. As discussed in Section 4.4 (Biological
Resources), the project does have the potential to substantially degrade the quality of the
environment and substantially reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant
or animal. However, mitigation measures MM-BIO-01 through MM-BIO-13 will reduce impacts to
biological resources to less than significant levels. The proposed project will not contribute
significantly to greenhouse gas emissions or significantly increase energy consumption. As discussed
in Section 4.5 (Cultural Resources), with the implementation of mitigation measures MM-CulRes-01,
through MM-CulRes-03, the project will not eliminate important examples of the major periods of
California history or prehistory. Therefore, impacts will be less than significant with mitigation
identified.

(2) Disadvantage Long-term Environmental Goals. The proposed project is designed to achieve the goal
of replacing an old section of an existing pipeline within rural agricultural areas in Gaviota. The
proposed project does not have the potential to achieve short-term goals to the disadvantage of long-
term environmental goals. Therefore, impacts will be less than significant.

(3) Cumulative Impacts. As discussed throughout this document, because the project does not propose a
new or significantly different use than the existing use, it does have any impacts that are individually
limited, but cumulatively considerable. Any contribution of the project to significant cumulative
impacts will be adequately reduced by mitigation measures identified to address project-specific
impacts. Therefore, impacts will be less than significant with mitigation described within each issue
area.

(4) Substantially Affect Human Beings. The proposed project will not create environmental effects, which
will cause substantial adverse effects on human beings, either directly or indirectly. Project effects
will be very limited in duration. Construction equipment will generate short term noise impacts on
the site. However, the project site currently experiences elevated noise levels associated with Highway
101 and construction noise can temporarily exceed County noise thresholds of 65 dB(A) for a distance of
up to approximately 1,600 feet. Once construction and remediation are complete, no new structures or
permanent uses will be present onsite as a result of the project, therefore, impacts will be less than
significant.

(5) Disagreement over the Significance of an Effect. There is no disagreement supported by or predicated
upon facts and/or expert opinion over the significance of an effect which will warrant investigation in
an EIR. Therefore, impacts will be less than significant.

8.0 PROIJECT ALTERNATIVES

CEQA does not require an analysis of potential project alternatives because the proposed project will not
result in potentially significant, adverse and unmitigated impacts.
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9.0 INITIAL REVIEW OF PROJECT CONSISTENCY WITH APPLICABLE
SUBDIVISION, ZONING AND COMPREHENSIVE PLAN REQUIREMENTS
Coastal Land Use Plan Policy 3-13: Plans for development shall minimize cut and fill operations. Plans

requiring excessive cutting and filling may be denied if it is determined that the development could be
carried out with less alteration of the natural terrain.

Coastal Land Use Plan Policy 3-14: All development shall be designed to fit the site topography, soils,
geology, hydrology, and any other existing conditions and be oriented so that grading and other site
preparation is kept to an absolute minimum. Natural features, landforms, and native vegetation, such as
trees, shall be preserved to the maximum extent feasible. Areas of the site which are not suited for
development because of known soil, geologic, flood, erosion or other hazards shall remain in open space.

Coastal Land Use Plan Policy 3-15: For necessary grading operations on hillsides, the smallest practical
area of land shall be exposed at any one time during development, and the length of exposure shall be
kept to the shortest practicable amount of time. The clearing of land should be avoided during the winter
rainy season and all measures for removing sediments and stabilizing slopes should be in place before the
beginning of the rainy season.

Coastal Land Use Plan Policy 3-16: Sediment basins (including debris basins, desilting basins, or silt traps)
shall be installed on the project site in conjunction with the initial grading operations and maintained
throughout the development process to remove sediment from runoff waters. All sediment shall be
retained on site unless removed to an appropriate dumping location

Coastal Land Use Plan Policy 3-17: Temporary vegetation, seeding, mulching, or other suitable stabilization
method shall be used to protect soils subject to erosion that have been disturbed during grading or
development. All cut and fill slopes shall be stabilized immediately with planting of native grasses and
shrubs, appropriate nonnative plants, or with accepted landscaping practices.

Coastal Land Use Plan Policy 3-18: Provisions shall be made to conduct surface water to storm drains or
suitable watercourses to prevent erosion. Drainage devices shall be designed to accommodate increased
runoff resulting from modified soil and surface conditions as a result of development. Water runoff shall
be retained on-site whenever possible to facilitate groundwater recharge.

Coastal Land Use Plan Policy 3-19: Degradation of the water quality of groundwater basins, nearby
streams, or wetlands shall not result from development of the site. Pollutants, such as chemicals, fuels,
lubricants, raw sewage, and other harmful waste, shall not be discharged into or alongside coastal streams
or wetlands either during or after construction.

Coastal Land Use Plan Policy 6-30: Qil and gas facilities shall be dismantled and removed, and their host
sites cleaned of contamination and reclaimed to natural conditions, or conditions to accommodate
reasonably foreseeable development, in an orderly and timely manner that avoids long-term impacts to
the health, safety, and welfare of the public and environment.

Archaeological Site Policy 10-1: All available measures, including purchase, tax relief, purchase of
development rights, etc., shall be explored to avoid development on significant historic, prehistoric,
archaeological, and other classes of cultural sites.

Archaeological Site Policy 10-3: When sufficient planning flexibility does not permit avoiding construction
on archaeological or other types of cultural sites, adequate mitigation shall be required. Mitigation shall
be designed in accord with guidelines of the State Office of Historic Preservation and the State of California
Native American Heritage Commission.

Archaeological Site Policy 10-5: Native Americans shall be consulted when development proposals are
submitted which impact significant archaeological or cultural sites.
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GCP Policy NS-1: Watershed Planning. Planning efforts associated with long-term plans, programs, and
projects shall be considered in light of the conditions of, and in context with, the local watershed. Where
feasible, watershed health shall be enhanced through implementation of these planning efforts.

GCP Policy NS-2: Environmentally Sensitive Habitat (ESH) Protection. (COASTAL) Environmentally Sensitive
Habitat (ESH) areas shall be protected against any significant disruption of habitat values, and only uses
dependent on those resources shall be allowed within those areas. A resource dependent use is a use that
is dependent on the ESH resource to function (e.g., nature study, habitat restoration, public trails, and
low-impact campgrounds). Resource-dependent uses shall be sited and designed to avoid significant
disruption of habitat values to ESH through measures including but not limited to: utilizing established
disturbed areas where feasible, limiting grading by following natural contours, and minimizing removal of
native vegetation to the maximum extent feasible. Non-resource dependent development, including fuel
modification and agricultural uses, shall be sited and designed to avoid ESH and ESH buffer areas. If
avoidance is infeasible and will preclude reasonable use of a parcel or is a public works project necessary
to repair and maintain an existing public road or existing public utility, then the alternative that will result
in the fewest or least significant impacts shall be selected and impacts shall be mitigated. Development in
areas adjacent to ESH areas and parks and recreation areas shall be sited and designed to prevent impacts
which will significantly degrade those areas, and shall be compatible with the continuance of those habitat
and recreation areas.

GCP Policy NS-3: Natural Resources Enhancement. Support voluntary and incentive based efforts to
restore and enhance Environmentally Sensitive Habitat (ESH) areas and important or sensitive biological
and natural resources within the Gaviota Coast.

GCP Policy NS-4: ESH Criteria and Habitat Types. (COASTAL) Environmentally sensitive habitat (ESH) means
any area in which plant or animal life or their habitats are either (A) rare or (B) especially valuable because
of their special nature or role in an ecosystem. The presence and extent of ESH shall be identified on a
case-by-case basis based upon site-specific evidence provided by a biological report prepared by a
qualified biologist. Although a site-specific analysis will form the basis for ESH determinations, the
following types of habitat are considered rare or especially valuable, and therefore ESH, unless a particular
habitat area is so small and isolated or degraded that it is no longer sustainable.

GCP Policy NS-5: Wetlands. The County shall seek opportunities and create incentives for restoration of
degraded wetlands.

GCP_Policy NS-6: Wildlife Corridors. Development shall avoid to the maximum extent feasible and
otherwise minimize disruption of identified wildlife travel corridors.

GCP Policy NS-7: Riparian Vegetation. (COASTAL) New development, including fuel modification, shall be
sited and designed to protect riparian ESH, consistent with Policy NS-2 and all other applicable policies
and provisions of this Plan and the LCP.

GCP Policy NS-11: Restoration. (INLAND) Biological impacts shall be avoided to the maximum extent
feasible. In cases where adverse impacts to biological resources cannot be avoided after impacts have
been minimized, restoration shall be required. A minimum replacement ratio shall be required to
compensate for the destruction of native habitat areas or biological resources. The area or units to be
restored, acquired, or dedicated for a permanent protective easement shall exceed the biological value
of that which is destroyed. Where onsite restoration is infeasible or not beneficial with regard to long-
term preservation of habitat, an offsite easement and/or alternative mitigation measures that provide
adequate quality and quantity of habitat and will ensure long-term preservation shall be required.

GCP Policy NS-12: Protected Trees. (COASTAL) Existing trees shall be preserved to the maximum extent
feasible, prioritizing “protected trees.” Protected trees are defined for the purpose of this policy as mature
native or roosting/nesting trees that do not pose a threat to health and safety.
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GCP_Policy REC-19: Access and Recreation Opportunities. Expanded opportunities for access and
recreation shall be provided in the Gaviota Coast planning area.

10.0 RECOMMENDATION BY P&D STAFF

On the basis of the Initial Study, the staff of Planning and Development:

Finds that the proposed project WILL NOT have a significant effect on the environment and,
therefore, recommends that a Negative Declaration (ND) be prepared.

X Finds that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, there
will not be a significant effect in this case because the mitigation measures incorporated into the
REVISED PROJECT DESCRIPTION would successfully mitigate the potentially significant impacts. Staff
recommends the preparation of an ND. The ND finding is based on the assumption that mitigation
measures will be acceptable to the applicant; if not acceptable a revised Initial Study finding for the
preparation of an EIR may result.

Finds that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and recommends
that an EIR be prepared.

Finds that from existing documents (previous EIRs, etc.) that a subsequent document (containing
updated and site-specific information, etc.) pursuant to CEQA Sections 15162/15163/15164 should
be prepared.

Potentially significant unavoidable adverse impact areas:

With Public Hearing X Without Public Hearing

PREVIOUS DOCUMENT:__Not Applicable

PROJECT EVALUATOR: Katie Nall DATE:

11.0 DETERMINATION BY ENVIRONMENTAL HEARING OFFICER

X | agree with staff conclusions. Preparation of the appropriate document may proceed.
| DO NOT agree with staff conclusions. The following actions will be taken:
| require consultation and further information prior to making my determination.

g
SIGNATURE: /q / INITIAL STUDY DATE: _ July 25, 2024
/ l.f’_l' / I
SIGNATURE: /; /;Q/\V/d M NEGATIVE DECLARATION DATE:__August 22, 2024
= ‘/
SIGNATURE: REVISION DATE:
SIGNATURE: FINAL NEGATIVE DECLARATION DATE:
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