
Notice of Exemption 

To: County Clerk 
County of: Contra Costa 
555 Escobar Street 
Martinez. CA 94553 

Project Title: Ashbury Apartments Project 

Project Sponsor: Maracor Development, Inc. 
268 Bush Street #2927 
San Francisco, CA 94108 
(415) 295-4501 

Project Location - Specific: 

From: (Public Agency): City of Concord 
1950 Parkside Drive 
Concord, CA 94519 

The 1.8-acre project site is located at 1650 Ashbury Drive in the City of Concord and is identified by Assessor's Parcel 
Number (APN) 126-132-005. Currently, the site is developed with an unoccupied church and an associated parking 
lot. A third building was destroyed by fire in June 2021 and has since been demolished. The project applicant has 
entered into a Voluntary Cleanup Agreement (VCA) with the Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) 
regarding residual soil contamination that has been identified on-site in the burn area. Surrounding existing uses 
include the Concord Historical Society, Rotary Club, Orion Academy, Galindo Home Museum and Gardens, and 
associated parking lot to the north; an apartment complex to the east, across Amador Avenue; and single-family 
residences to the south, across Ashbury Drive, as well as to the west. The City of Concord General Plan designates 
the site as Downtown Mixed Use (DTMU) and the site is zoned Downtown Mixed-Use (OMX) and located within the 
Transit Station Overlay (TS). 

Project Location - City: """'C"'-'o'"""n-'-"c-"'-o-'--'rd"---_______ Project Location - County:----'C-'o_n ....... tr ....... a""""C-'o""'"'s""""ta _____ _ 

Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project: 

The Ashbury Apartments Project (proposed project) would include remediation of the project site, followed by the 
demolition of the existing structures and development of a 216, 166-square-foot (sf), five-story, residential building with 
183 residential units, including one on-site manager's unit. Approximately 20 units (11 percent) would be reserved for 
very-low-income families. The building would have two podium courtyards, a leasing office, clubhouse, fitness center, 
and 18,492 sf of open space. A total of 92 parking spaces would be provided, including 39 electric vehicle (EV) stalls 
and a bike storage room with 48 long-term spaces. Site access would be provided by a new driveway off of Amador 
Avenue. The proposed project would require a Use Permit and Design and Site Plan Review approval by the Planning 
Commission. Additionally, the applicant is requesting a waiver for open space, both private and/or common, and to 
provide less parking than what is required by the City, as allowed under the State Density Bonus Law. 

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: _C"""'it..._y_o_f _C_o_nc_o_r_d __________________ _ 

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project:_M_a ..... r ____ a ____ c ___ or_D---'-ev_e_lo ....... p __ m---'-en_t ....... , _ln_c_. ___________ _ 

Exempt Status: (check one): 

□ Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268); 
□ Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a)); 
□ Emergency Project ( Sec. 21080(b )( 4 ); 15269(b )( c) ); 
X Categorical Exemption. State code number: Consistent with General Plan (CEQA Guidelines Section 15183) 

Reasons why project is exempt: 

Pursuant to Section 15183 of the CEQA Guidelines, where a project is consistent with the use and density established 
for a property under an existing general plan or zoning ordinance for which the city has already certified an EIR, 
additional environmental review is not required "except as might be necessary to examine whether there are project­
specific significant effects which are peculiar to the project or its site." As set forth by Sections 15168 and 15183 of 
the CEQA Guidelines, the program EIR, in this case the City's General Plan EIR and Supplemental EIR. The proposed 
project is consistent with the General Plan land use designation of DTMU and Zoning designation of OMX. Through 
a Modified Initial Study, the City determined that the proposed project would not result in a significant impact that: (1) 
is peculiar to the project or the project site; (2) was not identified as a significant effect in the General Plan EIR and/or 
Supplemental EIR; or (3) are previously identified significant effects, which as a result of substantial new information 
that was not known at the time that the General Plan EIR and/or Supplemental EIR was certified, are determined to 
have a more severe adverse impact than discussed in the General Plan EIR and/or Supplemental EIR. Therefore, 
based on Section 15183, further environmental review is not required for the proposed project. 



Lead Agency 

Contact Person: Ryan Lenhardt Senior Planner, City of Concord Planning Division 
Area Code/Telephone/Extension: ->.,.;(9=2=5_,_) ..;;;..6..;_7..;_1-~3...;..16=2=-------------------------

lf filed by applicant: 
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding. 
2. • • n been filed by the public agency approving the project? □ Yes □ No 

C . ~ -1 ./7 : j/ . /,<), '-,;--;; 
Signatu _ ,...__.....,,,._~ - --------.___ te: ' ' -Y -- - --~ ~,- Title: l (::Ai I O / 2-._ ✓/'/., Po ../ A/2._; ,,,_ 
X Signe ed by Applicant 

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. 
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code. 

Date Received for filing at OPR: ____ _ 


