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DATE  March 13, 2024   PHONE   387-8109 

FROM    MAIL CODE  0835 ARLENE B. CHUN, M.S., P.E., Engineering Manager           
Environmental Management Division 

TO MARC RODABAUGH, P.E., Engineering Manager
Solid Waste Management Division 

  File: H14415 

SUBJECT: SAN TIMOTEO SANITARY LANDFILL (STSL) LEACHATE COLLECTION AND REMOVAL 
SYSTEM (LCRS) EXPANSION (W.O. H14415)  

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The Solid Waste Management Division (SWMD) is proposing an expansion and 
rehabilitation/replacement to the existing Leachate collection and removal system (LCRS) at the San 
Timoteo Sanitary Landfill located in the City of Redlands in San Bernardino County. This project involves 
the replacement and expansion of the existing Leachate Collection and Removal System tanks on site. 
Additionally, the project scope includes earthwork tasks to excavate and grade 0.54 acres of native 
material from an adjacent hilltop, along with an additional 0.10 acres of earthwork leveling for the 
placement of additional space for leachate tanks. The expansion of the leachate tank facility will involve 
enlarging the pad size to accommodate space for two additional tanks, resulting in space allocated for a 
total of six tanks. The two existing tanks will be replaced, and a pad and fence/wall expansion will 
accommodate an addition of four (4) new tanks each with a capacity of approximately 13,000 gallons. 
Earthwork activities will involve the removal of approximately 7,000 cubic yards of material from an 
adjacent hilltop to create space for the expansion project and improvements to the existing access road. 
The main access road (Refuse Road) will be graded to widen the area, with the removal of an existing 
concrete v-ditch along the existing paved access road. The maximum area dimensions for this project 
are one hundred feet by five hundred feet. This project necessitates the use of heavy machinery, including 
a range of equipment for material delivery as well as earthmoving machinery. The construction duration 
is anticipated to be six months. SWMD has requested the Environmental Management Division (EMD) 
provide a California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) review for the described project. 

PROJECT LOCATION 

The project is within the site boundaries for the San Timoteo Landfill, which is located at 31 Refuse Road, 
2 miles south of Barton Road, off San Timoteo Canyon Road within the City of Redlands in San 
Bernardino County. The designated project site is located along the northern side of Refuse Road. 

BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES EVALUATION 

The EMD Ecological Resource Specialists provided a complete evaluation of the proposed Project which 
included literature and site review. A review of the California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB) was 
performed. A CNDDB search uncovered two small mammal species, the San Bernardino Kangaroo Rat 
(SBKR) and Stephen’s Kangaroo Rat (SKR), listed as threatened and/or endangered, while in the 
Redlands Quad, numerous federal or state-listed bird species are present. 
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Due to the limited nature of the work and the high level of existing disturbance, it was determined that 
project related activities would not directly affect any sensitive habitat and/or species. However, to further 
ensure no impacts to species the following actions should be taken: 
 

1. A qualified biologist will conduct a pre-construction survey prior to the start of work. If any listed 
species or their sign are observed, the appropriate regulatory agency will be consulted. Please 
contact Ecological Resource Specialist, Michael Rathbun at (909) 387-1868 at least 48 
hours in advance. 

 
2. If work occurs during the nesting bird season (March 15 – September 1), a preconstruction nesting 

bird survey must be conducted no more than three days prior to the start of work. Please contact 
Ecological Resource Specialist, Michael Rathbun at (909) 387-1868 at least 48 hours in 
advance. 

 
3. If active nests are detected, appropriate avoidance buffers will be established and work activities 

within the vicinity of the nest will be monitored. 
 
CULTURAL RESOURCE EVALUATION 
 
No significant or potentially significant architectural, historical, and/or archaeological features were 
identified in association with the project in the San Timoteo Sanitary Landfill in Redlands. A records 
search indicated that four cultural resources exist within a 1-mile radius of the Project Area. All four 
previously recorded resources are historic in age, and consist of two transmission lines, remains of a 
residential site, and a foundation and associated refuse deposit. No newly identified resources were 
recorded as a result of a pedestrian survey of the road segment. All surveys, record search data, project 
data and other research support a recommendation that the grading of the hilltop and 
expansion/replacement of the landfill’s LCRS tanks will cause no effect to “historic properties” per the 
National Historic Preservation Act and no impact to “historical resources” as defined by CEQA. 
 
Cultural Resource Conditions: 
 

1. Should subsurface prehistoric or historic archaeological resources be encountered during 
construction, the evaluation of any such resources should proceed in accordance with all 
appropriate Federal, State, and local guidelines. Specifically, all work must be halted in the 
immediate vicinity of the cultural resource found until a qualified archaeologist can assess the 
significance of the resource. 

 
2. If human remains are encountered during construction, then the San Bernardino County 

Coroner’s Office must be contacted in accordance with state law within 24 hours of the find, and 
all work should be halted until a clearance is given by that office and any other involved agencies. 
The Coroner’s Office may be contacted at the Coroner’s Division, County of San Bernardino, 175 
S. Lena Road, San Bernardino, CA. 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION  
 
In compliance with CEQA, EMD staff has reviewed the proposed project. The proposed project qualifies 
for a Class 1 Categorical Exemption, “Existing Facilities” under Section 15301(c) of the CEQA guidelines. 
Class 1 categorical exemption allows for the repair and maintenance activities on existing roads, 
sidewalks, gutters, and similar facilities that involve negligible or no expansion of use beyond that existing 
at the time of the lead agency’s determination. The project also qualifies for a Class 1 Categorical 
Exemption, “Existing Facilities” under Section 15301(d) which is applicable to “Restoration or 
rehabilitation of deteriorated or damaged structures, facilities, or mechanical equipment to meet current 
standards.”  
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The project consists of an upgrade to the existing San Timoteo Sanitary Landfill LCRS and the widening 
of the existing paved main access road (Refuse Road). No additional earth digging or earthmoving is 
expected. 

GENERAL CONDITIONS 

1. Standard best management practices shall be implemented during all maintenance activities,
especially those pertaining to dust control, erosion control, and stormwater pollution prevention.
If equipment is parked overnight then a drip pan, or some other form of protection, shall be placed
under the vehicle in order to contain any drips, leaks, and or spills. All food and maintenance trash
shall be removed from the site daily. Please contact EMD, at (909) 387-8109, with any
questions.

2. No new work outside disturbed areas or existing rights-of-way will be performed without further
environmental evaluations. Consult with EMD relating to all proposed staging areas, including
equipment staging. Material staging area shall be clearly delineated in order to keep equipment
and trucks within existing and previously paved areas. Further, project related vehicle access,
maintenance activities, and equipment storage shall be restricted to established roads,
designated access roads, maintenance rights-of-way, and designated storage, staging, and
parking areas. Off-road traffic outside of these designated areas shall be prohibited.

It is EMD’s opinion that the proposed San Timoteo Sanitary Landfill LCRS Expansion project meets the 
criteria for an exemption under Sections 15301(c) and Section 15301(d) of the CEQA Guidelines. EMD 
prepared a CEQA Notice of Exemption (NOE). To complete the Categorical Exemption process, I 
recommend that a NOE, together with the required fee, be filed with the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 
of San Bernardino County and then be submitted to the State Office of Planning and Research (OPR). A 
NOE to be filed is included with this Memo.  Please let us know if you would like EMD assistance with 
the aforementioned filing tasks. 

Should you need further information or have any questions, please contact Ayida Smith at 
ayida.smith@dpw.sbcounty.gov or (909) 387-8164. 

ABC:AS:ml 

Attachments: 

1. ATTACH 1_NOE_ STSL LCRS Expansion Project
2. ATTACH 2_Location Map
3. ATTACH 3_Site Plan

cc: Michele Martin, Supervising Engineer, SWMD

mailto:ayida.smith@dpw.sbcounty.gov


Notice of Exemption 

To: Office of Planning and Research From: San Bernardino County 
1400 Tenth Street, Room 121 Flood Control District 
Sacramento, CA 95814 Environmental Management Division 

825 E. Third Street, Room 123 
San Bernardino, CA 92415-0835 

Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 
County of San Bernardino 
385 North Arrowhead Avenue, Second Floor 
San Bernardino, CA 92415-0130 

Project Description Applicant 

 
County of San Bernardino Dept. of Public Works 

 825 E. Third Street 
 Address 

 San Bernardino, CA 92415-0835 

 (909) 387-8109
 Phone 
 

Representative 

 Ayida Smith 
 Name 

 Same as Applicant 
 Address 

Arlene B. Chun, M.S., P.E. 
Lead Agency Contact Person 

Same as Applicant (909) 387-8109 
Phone 

Exempt Status: (check one) 

Ministerial [Sec. 21080(B)(1); 15268]; 
Declared Emergency [Sec. 21080(B)(3); 15269(a)]; 
Emergency Project [Sec. 21080(B)(4); 15269(b)]; 
Categorical Exemption.  State type and section: Class 1 Categorical Exemption, “Existing Facilities” under 
Section 15301(d) of the CEQA guidelines, and Class 1 Categorical Exemption, “Existing Facilities” under 
Section 15303(d) of the CEQA guidelines. 
Statutory Exemptions.  State code number: 
Other Exemption:    

Reasons why project is exempt: Section 15301(c) “Existing Facilities” PRC: Refuse Road, the existing paved 
main access road will be widened but will not result in additional lane capacity. Section 15301(d) “Existing 
Facilities” PRC: The project consists of an upgrade to the existing San Timoteo Sanitary Landfill Leachate 
Collection and Removal System and removal of aged tanks. 

 Engineering Manager, Environmental Mgmt. Div. 
Signature    Arlene B. Chun, M.S., P.E. Title   Date 

 Signed by Lead Agency Signed by Applicant 

Date received for filing at OPR:   N/A 

Project Title: San Timoteo Sanitary Landfill (STSL) Leachate 
Collection and Removal System (LCRS) Expansion 

Project Location: 31 Refuse Road, 2 miles south of Barton 
Rd., off San Timoteo Canyon Road, Redlands within San 
Bernardino County. The designated project site is located 
along the northern side of Refuse Road on a portion of the 
existing San Timoteo Sanitary Landfill site. 

Project Description: The Solid Waste Management Division 
(SWMD) is proposing an expansion and improvement to the existing 
Leachate collection and removal system (LCRS) at the San Timoteo 
Sanitary Landfill. The two existing tanks will be replaced and a pad 
and fence/wall expansion will accommodate an addition of four (4) 
new tanks each with a capacity of approximately 13,000 gallons. 
Additionally, the project scope includes earthwork tasks to excavate 
and grade 0.54 acres of native material from an adjacent hilltop, along 
with an additional 0.10 acres of earthwork leveling for the placement 
of the additional tank space. The project will enlarge the pad and 
associated wall/fence to accommodate additional tanks, resulting in 
space allocated for a total of six tanks. Earthwork and road 
improvement activities will involve the removal of approximately 7,000 
cubic yards of material from an adjacent hilltop to create space for the 
expansion project and improvements to the existing access road
including removal of an unused ‘v’ ditch. The maximum area 
dimensions for this project are one hundred feet by five hundred feet. 
The construction duration is anticipated to be six months. described 
project.  
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San Timoteo Sanitary Landfill (STSL) – Leachate Tank Expansion Project:   

Area of material (hill in orange) SWMD would like to remove near the leachate tank expansion (red).   

 



San Timoteo Sanitary Landfill (STSL) – Leachate Tank Expansion Project 

Proposed site plan layout: 
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