ATTACHMENT 8 - SPRING BOTANICAL AND NESTING BIRD SURVEYS

May 23, 2019

Capital Group Realty, Inc.
ATTN: Vlad Okel

10721 Fair Oaks Blvd

Fair Oaks, California 95628

Subject: Spring Botanical and Nesting Bird Surveys for Excelsior Oaks, Sacramento County, California
(APN: 227-0010-002)

Mr. Okel:

This report summarizes the results of the spring botanical and nesting bird surveys conducted by a
Bargas Environmental Consulting (Bargas) biologist for the proposed Excelsior Oaks Sub-Division Project
(Project).

The Project is located south of Fenton Way and east of Hazel Avenue in Orangevale, unincorporated
Sacramento County, as depicted in Figures 1 and 2 in Appendix A. The Biological Study Area (BSA)
included the entire 25-acre Project Area, corresponding to APN: 227-0010-02 and situated on Township
10 North, Range 7 East, Section 16 of the Folsom U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5-minute topographic
quadrangle (quad), Mt. Diablo Meridian (USGS, 2018). The approximate center point of the BSA is
38.715564°,-121.219425°. The elevation ranges from approximately 225 to 305 feet (ft) above mean sea
level (msl).

METHODS

The Botanical surveys was generally conducted consistent with the California Department of Fish and
Wildlife’s Protocols for Surveying and Evaluating Impacts to Special Status Native Plant Populations and
Natural Communities?, the CNPS Botanical Survey Guidelines?, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s
Guidelines for Conducting and Reporting Botanical Inventories for Federally Listed, Proposed and
Candidate Plants3. Deviations from recommended protocol included a lack of reference site visits and
conducting only one survey when the majority of the target species in the BSA where identifiable.
However, surveys were floristic in nature and all species observed on-site were identified to the taxonomic
level necessary to determine rarity.

1 california Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW). 2018. Protocols for Surveying and Evaluating Impacts to Special Status Native Plant
Populations and Natural Communities. Dated March 20, 2018.

2 California Native Plant Society (CNPS). 2001. CNPS botanical survey guidelines. Pages 38-40 in California Native Plant Society’s Inventory of
Rare and Endangered Vascular Plants of California (D.P. Tibor, editor). Sixth edition. Special Publication No. 1, California Native Plant Society,
Sacramento, 387 pp

3 U.S. Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS). 1996. Guidelines for Conducting and Reporting Botanical Inventories for
Federally Listed, Proposed and Candidate Plants. Sacramento, CA
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A list of special-status plant species with potential to occur within the BSA was developed by reviewing
the following literature, and then refining the list based on habitats present within the BSA:

= (California Native Plant Society (CNPS) Rare and Endangered Plant Inventory* query of CRPR Lists
1A, 1B, 2A, and 2B, and 3 within the “Folsom, California” USGS topo quadrangle, and the eight
surrounding quadrangles; and

» the California Natural Diversity Database® occurrences of special-status plant species within 10
miles of the Study Area.

Target species for this survey were:

e Big-scale balsamroot (Balsamorhiza macrolepis)

e Dwarf downingia (Downingia pusilla)

e Boggs Lake hedge-hyssop (Gratiola heterosepala)

e Ahart's dwarf rush (Juncus leiospermus var. ahartii)

e Legenere (Legenere limosa)

e Pincushion navarretia (Navarretia myersii ssp. myersii)
e Slender Orcutt grass (Orcuttia tenuis)

e Sacramento Orcutt grass (Orcuttia viscida)

e layne's ragwort (Packera layneae)

e Sanford's arrowhead (Sagittaria sanfordii)

Potentially suitable habitat for target special-status species was determined by the presence or absence
of diagnostic habitat elements including, but not limited to, appropriate soils, vegetation communities,
and landscape features such as vernal pools, freshwater wetlands, and riparian corridors.

Surveys were conducted by walking transects throughout the BSA for upland species, and surveying all
wetlands and waters. Survey were conducted by Bonnie Peterson on May 4, 2019. Ms. Peterson has
experience conducting floristic field surveys, knowledge of plant taxonomy, community ecology and
classification in the vicinity, is familiar with the plants of the area and listing status, and has experienced
analyzing project impacts.

Potentially suitable habitat for target special-status species was determined by the presence or absence
of diagnostic habitat elements including, but not limited to, appropriate soils, vegetation communities,
and landscape features such as vernal pools, freshwater wetlands, and riparian corridors.

Concurrent with the upland transect survey, a nesting bird survey was conducted. This survey included
identifying potential Western burrowing owl (Athene cunicularia) nesting burrows, and conducted a visual
inspection to identify potential habitat and/or sign of raptors or other nesting birds.

4 California Native Plant Society (CNPS). 2019. Inventory of Rare and Endangered Plants (online edition, v8-02). California Native Plant Society,
Sacramento, CA. Website http://www.rareplants.cnps.org [May 2019].

5 California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), 2018a. California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB), Biogeographic Information and
Observation System (BIOS). Accessed on 13 September 2018. Available online at https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Data/BIOS

www.BargasConsulting.com 2|Page



2018-1078 Excelsior Oaks May 2019

RESULTS

BOTANICAL SURVEY

The botanical survey of the BSA was performed on May 4, 2019. Weather conditions were sunny and clear
with temperatures ranging from 63-70°. A list of species observed during the survey is included in
Attachment B.

An existing sub-division is located to the north, agricultural fields are located to the west and large
rural/ranchette properties are located to the south and east of the BSA. The BSA is composed of
undeveloped rolling hills which appear to be currently, and likely historically, used for horse grazing
(several horses were observed grazing throughout the property during the survey). The BSA generally
slopes downward from east to west. A total of four habitat types were observed in the BSA; annual
grassland, blue oak woodland, freshwater emergent wetland, and seasonal drainage swale.

Annual Grassland

The primary habitat type within the BSA is composed of annual grassland with sparsely populated blue
oak woodland habitat. The majority of the herbaceous understory contains non-native annual grasses and
forbs including slender oat (Avena barbata); ripgut brome (Bromus diandrus); Italian rye grass (Festuca
perennis); softchess brome (B. hordeaceus), silver hairgrass (Aira caryophyllea), and filaree (Erodium
botrys).

Annual grassland provides potential suitable habitat for big-scale balsamroot and Layne's ragwort, though
these species have not been found in Sacramento County. These species where not observed during the
botanical survey.

Blue Oak Woodland

Blue oak woodland habitat exists within the BSA and is typically associated in conjunction with annual
grasslands. Several large blue oaks (Quercus douglasii), smaller interior live oaks (Q. wislizeni) and valley
oaks (Q. lobata) are scattered throughout the interior of the BSA and along the perimeters of the BSA.
The small group of trees in the northwestern portion of the BSA is comprised of interior live oak, valley
oak, blue oak, and a non-native privet species (Ligustrum sp.) tree.

Woodland provides potential suitable habitat for big-scale balsamroot and Layne's ragwort, though these
species have not been found in Sacramento County. These species where not observed during the
botanical survey.

Seasonal Drainage Swale

There is a vegetated seasonal drainage swale feature which flows west from a seep located at Hadleigh
Drive, near the middle of the eastern perimeter, and traverses the southeastern portion of the BSA, where
it flows off-site to the south. Another seasonal drainage swale feature flows to the vegetated seasonal
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drainage swale from the northern perimeter. Plant species observed within the vegetated swale in the
southeastern portion of the BSA (which flows from mid-eastern perimeter and curves south to the
southern perimeter) include, Gooding’s willow (Salix gooddingii), dove’s-foot crane’s bill (Geranium
molle), common mallow (Malva neglecta), English plantain (Plantago lanceolate), wild radish (Raphanus
raphanistrum), Carter’s buttercup (Ranunculus bonariensis var. trisepalus) and pennyroyal (Mentha
pulegium).

Seasonal drainage swales provide low quality suitable habitat for dwarf downingia, Ahart's dwarf rush,
legenere, and pincushion navarretia. Additionally, while Boggs Lake hedge-hyssop, slender Orcutt grass,
and Sacramento Orcutt grass are typically found in deeper vernal pools, they may occur in drainage
swales. These species where not observed during the botanical survey.

Freshwater Emergent Wetland

The wetland seep feature along the eastern perimeter and the existing drainage outfall easement
associated with the adjacent sub-division to the north (located near the northwestern corner of the BSA)
contain freshwater emergent wetland habitat These areas are characterized by standing water which
appears to remain throughout the year and contains plant species including the pacific willow (Salix
lasiandra), Himalayan blackberry (Rubus armeniacus), Fremont’s cottonwood (Populus fremontii),
smartweed (Persicaria sp.), and cattail species (Typha sp.).

The freshwater emergent wetland provides suitable habitat for Sanford’s arrowhead. Sanford’s
arrowhead should be readily apparent at this time of year and blooms May-October. This species not
observed during the botanical survey.

Nesting Bird Survey

Bird species observed within the BSA are included in Attachment B. One active nest was located during
the survey. A red-tailed hawk (Buteo jamaicensis) was nesting in a large blue oak towards the center of
the BSA (38.71546589, -121.21852044, Figure 3.). No Western burrowing owl or sign was observed
within the BSA.

SUMMARY

No special-status species were observed during the May 4, 2019 survey of the BSA. Target special status
plant species should be readily apparent at this time and where not observed in the BSA.

A red-tailed hawk nest is located within a large blue oak towards the center of the BSA. Red-tailed
hawks, nests, eggs and young are protected under California Fish and Game Code (Sections 3503,
3503.5, and 3513) and the California Code of Regulations (Title 14, Sections 251.1, 652 and 783-786.6),
as well as the Federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act. It is recommended that a temporary buffer be
maintained around the red-tailed hawk nest until the young have fledged, and that tree removal, if
necessary, be conducted between September 1- February 1, to avoid the typical nesting season.
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Should you have any questions or comments regarding this report, please do not hesitate to contact James
Stewart (jstewart@bargasconsulting.com) or myself (dneal@bargasconsulting.com) at (916) 993-9218.

Sincerely,

Daniel Neal
Senior Project Manager, Bargas Environmental Consulting, LLC

Attachment A Figures
Attachment B Species Observed

www.BargasConsulting.com 5|Page



2018-1078 Excelsior Oaks May 2019

ATTACHMENT A FIGURES
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ATTACHMENT B SPECIES OBSERVED WITHIN THE BSA
Scientific Name Common Name ‘ Special-Status
Birds
Passer domesticus house sparrow n/a
Sturnus vulgaris European starling n/a
Zenaida macroura mourning dove n/a
Corvus brachyrhynchos American crow n/a
Buteo jamaicensis red-tailed hawk n/a
Sturnella neglecta western meadowlark n/a
Tachycineta bicolor tree swallow n/a
Petrochelidon pyrrhonota cliff swallow n/a
Tyrannus verticalis Western kingbird n/a
Haemorhous purpureus Purple finch n/a
Baeolophus inornatus Oak titmouse n/a
Sialia Mexicana Western bluebird n/a
Calypte anna Anna’s hummingbird n/a
Pipilo maculatus Spotted towhee n/a
Plants
Acer negundo box elder None
Acmispon americanus var. americanus Spanish lotus None
Aegilops triuncialis barbed goat grass None
Ailanthus altissima tree of heaven None
Aira caryophyllea silver hair grass None
Amsinckia intermedia common fiddleneck None
Artemisia douglasiana Mugwort None
Avena barbata slender wild oat None
Baccharis pilularis coyote brush None
Brassica rapa field mustard None
Briza minor small quaking grass None
www.BargasConsulting.com 7|Page
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Brodiaea elegans subsp. elegans harvest brodiaea None
Bromus diandrus ripgut grass None
Bromus hordeaceus soft chess None
Calochortus luteus yellow mariposa lily None
Carduus pycnocephalus subsp. italian thistle

Pycnocephalus None
Castilleja attenuate valley tassels None
Centaurea solstitialis yellow starthistle None
Cerastium glomeratum mouseear chickweed None
Chenopodium album lamb's quarters None
Ch/orogqlum - Wavyleaf soap plant

pomeridianum var. pomeridianum None
Cichorium intybus Chicory None
Clarkia purpurea winecup clarkia None
Convolvulus arvensis Bindweed None
Croton setiger turkey-mullein None
Cynosurus echinatus bristly dogtail grass None
Cyperus eragrostis tall nutsedge None
Delphinium hesperium Western larkspur None
Deschampsia danthonioides annual hair grass None
Dichelostemma capitatum blue dicks None
Digitaria sanguinalis hairy crab grass None
Eleocharis acicularis needle spikerush None
Eleocharis macrostachya creeping spikerush None
Elymus caput-medusae medusahead grass None
Erodium botrys Filaree None
Eryngium vaseyi coyote-thistle None
Festuca myuros rattail sixweeks grass None
Festuca perennis rye grass None
Galium aparine goose grass None
Geranium dissectum cut leaf geranium None
Geranium mole geranium mole None
Gleditsia sp. Locust None

www.BargasConsulting.com
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Helminthotheca echioides bristly ox-tongue None
Holocarpha virgate None
Hordeum marinum subsp. gussoneanum Mediterranean barley None
Hordeum murinum wall barley None
Hypochaeris glabra smooth cat's-ear None
Isoetes sp. Quillwort None
Juncus bufonius toad rush (group 1) None
Juncus capitatus dwarf rush (group 1) None
Lactuca serriola prickly lettuce None
Leontodon saxatilis hairy hawkbit None
Ligustrum sp. Privet None
Limnanthes alba subsp. alba Meadowfoam None
Lysimachia arvensis scarlet pimpernel None
Lythrum hyssopifolia hyssop loosestrife None
Malva neglecta common mallow None
Mentha pulegium Pennyroyal None
Morus sp. Mulberry None
Navarretia intertexta needle leaf navarretia None
Navarretia leucocephala whitehead navarretia None
Nerium oleander common oleander None
Paspalum dilatatum dallis grass None
Persicaria sp. Smartweed None
Plagiobothrys greenei Greene's spiny-nut None
popcornflower
Plagiobothrys stipitatus great valley popcornflower None
Plantago lanceolata English plantain None
Poa annua annual blue grass None
Pogogyne zizyphoroides Sacramento beardstyle None
Polypogon monspeliensis annual rabbitfoot grass None
Populus fremontii subsp. fremontii Fremont cottonwood None
Portulaca oleracea purslane None
Prunus sp. prunus species None
Pyrus sp. pear None
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Quercus douglasii blue oak None
Quercus lobate valley oak None
Quercus wislizeni interior live oak None
Ranunculus bonariensis var. trisepalus carter’s buttercup None
Ranunculus muricatus spiny fruit buttercup None
Raphanus sativus Radish None
Rubus armeniacus Himalayan blackberry None
Rumex pulcher fiddle dock None
Salix exigua var. exigua sandbar willow None
Salix gooddingii Gooding's willow None
Silene gallica small-flower catchfly None
Silybum marianum milk thistle None
Sonchus asper subsp. asper prickly sow thistle None
Stellaria media common chickweed None
Triadica sebifera Chinese tallowtree None
Trichostema lanceolatum vinegar weed None
Trifolium dubium little hop clover None
Trifolium hirtum rose clover None
Trifolium subterraneum subterranean clover None
Trifolium variegatum white tip clover None
Triteleia hyacinthine white brodiaea None
Typha sp. cattail None
Urtica dioica nettle None
Verbena bonariensis purple top vervain None
Veronica peregrina subsp. xalapensis purslane speedwell None
Vicia sativa subsp. sativa spring vetch None
Vicia villosa subsp. villosa winter vetch None
Vinca major greater periwinkle None
Vitis californica California wild grape None
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