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input and pull-out key themes. The purpose of each 
series is described below:

	f Workshop Series #1 - Establishing the Vision
The Establishing the Vision series was the first 
community outreach effort for Vista 2050 which 
introduced the General Plan Update to the community, 
outlined context to the General Plan Update, 
presented the results of the Existing Conditions Report 
conducted for the General Plan Update, and lead a 
visioning session to inform the development of the 
vision statement.

	f Workshop Series #2 – Land Use Alternatives
The second series, Land Use Alternatives, presented 
the two draft Land Use Alternatives proposed for 
the General Plan Update. The two alternatives, 
Intermediate Growth Alternative and Sustainable 
Focused Growth Alternative, were compared and 
the community input received worked to establish 
the Sustainable Focused Growth Alternative as 
the ‘Preferred Alternative’. Choosing a ‘Preferred 
Alternative’ could then be studied in greater depth for 
the Environmental Impact Report (EIR).

	f Workshop Series #3 – Draft General Plan
[To be completed following completion of third/final 
workshop series.]

1.4.2	 City Council Updates 
Throughout the Plan Update process, Vista City 
Council was kept up to date on project activities and 
deliverables through regular updates. These updates 
provided Council with an opportunity to provide 
important context and direct the project team as 
needed. Council updates were held in June 2022, April 
2023, and May 2024.

1.4.3	 Developing Vista 2050 
Goals and Policies

The development of the goals and policies for Vista 
2050 was guided by a focused and strategic approach. 
Instead of overhauling the existing 2030 General 
Plan, the effort centered on auditing and refining the 
goals and policies to ensure they align with Vista’s 
vision for 2050. This process involved a thorough 
evaluation of each General Plan Element and the land 
use plan, assessing the relevance, effectiveness, and 
compliance of current policies. Additional revisions 
were made to add goals and policies to address and 
incorporate recent legislative changes and statutory 
General Plan requirements.

Key issues and opportunities were identified, including 
legislative changes, evolving community needs, and the 
importance of maintaining Vista’s unique character. 
Through collaboration with City staff and input from 
the community, a clear direction emerged. The result 
is a set of goals and policies designed to drive Vista’s 
growth and vitality, fostering job creation, business 
development, sustainability, community unity, and 
targeted increasing of mixed use density consistent with 
the direction of the City’s adopted Climate Action Plan. 
This comprehensive yet targeted approach ensures that 
Vista’s future is shaped by informed, strategic decisions 
that reflect both the community’s aspirations and the 
realities of the present.

1.5	 Community Vision
The Vision for the City of Vista forms the basis for 
the goals and policies of Vista 2050.  It reflects 
the expression of aspirations and priorities of the 
Vista community for the City’s future as shared 
and compiled through extensive conversations 
and feedback from community members received 
throughout the process.  
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The Vista General Plan Update included 
three (3) Workshop Series, one series 
for each key phase of the project:

	f Workshop Series #1 - Establishing the Vision

	f Workshop Series #2 – Land Use Alternatives

	f Workshop Series #3 – Draft General Plan



1.5.1	 Vision Statement
The City of Vista is a vibrant, inclusive, and forward-
thinking community that values diversity, fosters 
opportunities for all residents, and connects everyone 
meaningfully. We aim to preserve our unique 
community character,  rural areas, and existing 
neighborhoods while focusing growth in urban 
areas. By ensuring equitable access to resources, 
civic engagement, parks, education, and a variety 
of housing types, including affordable options, we 
enhance the well-being of our community. Our lively 
downtown and thriving commercial centers offer 
unique entertainment, art, culture, and a wide range 
of goods and services. Through careful planning, 
we prioritize safety, integrate technology, and 
promote healthy living with pedestrian and bicycle 
infrastructure. Vista is a welcoming destination for 
visitors, new residents, and businesses, creating a 
dynamic and resilient city for all.

1.5.2	 Opportunity Areas
A fundamental strategy for Vista 2050 to achieve this 
vision is a focus on distinct, targeted areas that are 
ripe for change and thus present unique opportunity 
to catalyze transformational growth.  These 
Opportunity Areas will promote redevelopment through 
revitalization of aging or underutilized properties, 
infusion of mixed use development, and enhancement 
of the public realm.  

Downtown Vista the heart and soul of the 
community

East Vista Way a major transportation corridor 

West Vista Way a major freeway commercial 
corridor

North Santa Fe 
Avenue

a focal neighborhood node

South Santa Fe 
Avenue

an active corridor supporting 
Vista’s downtown

1.6	 General Plan Organization
Vista 2050 includes the seven state-mandated 
elements organized unique to Vista’s needs and 
priorities and incorporates additional topics of local 
importance. The General Plan organization is as 
follows:

1 – Introduction
This chapter outlines the purpose and scope of the 
General Plan; provides a community profile; outlines 
the process undertaken to update the General Plan; 
outlines the community vision for the General Plan and 
provides details about the General Plan’s organization. 
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2 – Land Use & Community 
Identity Element
This Element designates the general distribution 
and intensity of uses of land for housing, business, 
industry, open space, education, public buildings and 
grounds, waste disposal facilities, and other categories 
of public and private uses. It functions as a guide to 
planners, the general public, and decision makers as 
to the ultimate pattern of development for the City at 
buildout. Land Use and Community Identity policies 
are combined in this element to demonstrate the City’s 
value and commitment to preserving and enhancing 
the unique character treasured by Vista’s residents. 
This Element is the most used and visible of the 
elements, and its goals and policies relate directly to 
each of the other Elements.

3 – Circulation & Mobility Element 
This Element addresses major thoroughfares, 
transportation routes, public transportation, 
bicycle, hiking, and pedestrian routes and facilities 
to move people and goods locally and regionally. 
The primary purpose of the Circulation & Mobility 
Element is to define transportation needs through the 
Mobility plan and to ensure policies that safely and 
efficiently accommodate future growth. This Element 
also emphasizes the integration of multi-modal 
transportation options, promoting a balanced network 
that encourages walking, biking, and public transit use 
alongside traditional vehicular traffic. This Element 
directly supports the Land Use and Community Identity 
Element. 

4 – Resource Conservation, Open 
Space & Sustainability Element 
This Element combines the required Open Space and 
Conservation Elements and emphasizes the City’s 
commitment to operate and grow in a sustainable 
manner mindful of the way resources are managed, 
protected, used, and conserved. A broad array of 
closely interrelated topics is addressed, including 
air quality and climate change; water resources and 
biological resources; open space, parks, recreation 
and trails; cultural, historical, and paleontological 
resources; and energy and waste management. It 
relates to each of the other Elements, in particular the 
Land Use and Community Identity Element; Healthy 
Vista Element; and Public Safety, Facilities, and 
Services Element.

5 – Healthy Vista Element
The purpose of this Element is to foster community 
health and well-being in Vista and provide a strategy 
to incorporate health considerations into the City’s 
policies, programs, decisions, and development 
activities, in recognition of the relationship between 
public decisions, the built environment, and health 
outcomes. Due to the broad and interdisciplinary 
nature of health issues, this Element directly relates to 
each of the other General Plan elements.

6 – Noise Element
The purpose of this Element is to limit the exposure of 
the community to excessive noise levels. It is used to 
guide decisions concerning land use and the location 
of major noise sources, which in Vista are primarily 
new roads, railroads, and transit facilities because 
these are common sources of excessive noise levels. 
This element directly supports the Land Use and 
Community Identity, Housing, and Circulation & 
Mobility Elements.

7 – Public Safety, Facilities 
& Services Element
The purpose of this Element is two-fold and 
complementary: (1) to identify and reduce the risk 
to life and property from natural and human made 
hazards in or near the City that pose potential 
danger to the safety and welfare of the community; 
and (2) to ensure that public facilities and services 
support the existing and planned future development 
within Vista, and are provided in an efficient, cost-
effective, and environmentally sustainable manner 
that are considered as an integral part of the City’s 
development review and decision-making process. 
The topics addressed in this element overlap directly 
with those mandated in the Land Use and Community 
Identity and Resource Conservation and Sustainability 
Elements.

8 – Housing Element
The 2021-2029 Housing Element was adopted in June 
2021 and is published separately from Vista 2050. 
The Housing Element, unlike the other mandatory 
Elements, is subject to detailed statutory requirements 
regarding its content and is also subject to mandatory 
review by the California Department of Housing and 
Community Development. It requires the City to 
adequately plan to meet its existing and projected 
housing needs including Vista’s share of the regional 
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housing need. Vista’s land use plans must provide 
opportunities for housing development for all income 
groups. The Housing Element is directly supported by 
the Land Use and Community Identity Element. 

9 - Implementation
This chapter serves as the guideline for the successful 
implementation of Vista 2050 by outlining priority 
areas for initiatives, how resources will be dispersed, 
and how various departments and agencies will 
coordinate with each other to ensure effective 
implementation. It designates authority to different 
areas of General Plan implementation, organizing 
responsibilities among City Council, Planning 
Commission, and the Planning Department. 

Glossary 
The glossary provides definitions of key terms and 
defines important acronyms that are featured 
throughout Vista 2050. The glossary aims to improve 
usability and understanding of the document for all 
users.

1.6.1	 Element Structure 
Each element will include background to establish 
the context of the element. This will be followed by 
the element’s goals, policies, and actions form a 
hierarchical framework to guide implementation. The 
goals will set the direction, while the policies provide 
the guidelines and principles for implementation. This 
hierarchical structure ensures that planning efforts 
are strategic, cohesive, and directed towards achieving 
measurable outcomes that benefit the community.

Each goal and policy is marked with an     ,     , or      , 
which represent an Existing, Revised, or New goal or 
policy, respectively. An existing goal or policy refers 
to a goal or policy carried forward from the 2030 
General Plan without change. Similarly, a revised goal 
or policy is based on the 2030 General Plan but has 
been modified to address current needs. A new goal 
or policy is a goal or policy that has been developed 
specifically for Vista 2050 General Plan. 

NE R
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Goals are broad, overarching 
statements that articulate the long-
term vision and desired outcomes for 
a community or project. 

Policies are clear and measureable 
directives that outline how the goals 
will be achieved. They provide detailed 
guidance and criteria for decision-
making, helping to implement the 
goals through practical measures. 

RCS-2.0	 Support the implementation 
of the City of Vista’s Climate 
Action Plan (CAP)

RCS-2.1	 Update the City’s Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions Inventory periodically to 
incorporate latest best practice and to 
assess progress. 

RCS-2.2	Continue Public Outreach efforts to 
increase public awareness of climate 
change and climate protection 
challenges.

RCS-2.3	Encourage City bidding, contracting, 
and purchasing practices and 
standards to support reductions in 
GHG emissions, including preferences 
for energy- efficient equipment and 
the use of recycled materials and 
manufacturers that have implemented 
green management practices; 
encourage other public agencies and 
private businesses within Vista to do 
the same, when feasible.

00 0 



1.6.2	 How to Use the General Plan
The General Plan is intended for the use of all 
community members, stakeholders, and city officials. 
It acts as a foundational document for guiding growth 
and development within a community.

1.	 Vision: These goals reflect the community’s desired 
future state, encompassing aspects like land use, trans-
portation, housing, and environmental stewardship.

2.	 Reference for Decision-Making: For city officials, 
developers, and community members, the General 
Plan provides a reference point for decision-making. 
It outlines policies and guidelines that shape devel-
opment proposals, ensuring they align with long-term 
community interests.

3.	 Project Evaluation: When evaluating development 
projects or proposals, refer to the General Plan to 
assess their compatibility with land use designations, 
circulation plans, environmental sustainability goals, 
and community design standards.

4.	 Policy Advocacy: Community members can use 
the General Plan to advocate for policies that support 
their interests, whether it’s affordable housing, envi-
ronmental protection, or improved public amenities. 
Understanding the plan’s policies empowers stake-
holders to engage in meaningful discussions and 
decision-making processes.

5.	 Long-Term Planning: Use the General Plan as a tool 
for long-term strategic planning. It provides a framework 
for anticipating future growth, infrastructure needs, and 
environmental considerations, helping to shape sustain-
able development practices.

 

All maps included in this General Plan are also 
available on the City’s online map viewer, which 
provides parcel-specific information: City of Vista Map 
Viewer.
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https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/oes/emergency_management/HazMit/2023/2023%20City%20of%20Vista%20Haz%20Mit%20Annex_Final%20.pdf
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