
Notice of Exemption Appendix E 

TO:  Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation 
State Clearinghouse 
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 

FROM: Central Valley Flood Protection Board 
3310 El Camino Avenue, Suite 170 
Sacramento, CA 95821 
Jordan Robbins, (916) 524-3454 
Jordan.Robbins@cvflood.ca.gov 

State Clearinghouse Number: 2024080779 

Project Title: Minor Alteration No. WA2024204 - South Sutter Water District Main Diversion Modernization 
Project 

Project Applicant: South Sutter Water District 

Project Location: The project is located on the left bank of Bear Rier, approximately one mile southwest of the 
Camp Far West Dam and Reservoir, in Placer County (39.041667, -121.331667). 

Project Description: To replace the headgate at South Sutter Water District’s Main Canal Diversion Structure 
with three Rubicon SlipMeters (slide gates) and to install Supervisory Control Data Acquisition equipment for 
remote monitoring and control of the new gate structure. The proposed work will retrofit the headgate at the Main 
Canal Diversion Structure in order to accept the slide gates, and will include demolishing the existing radial gate 
and building three newly constructed, reinforced concrete bays capable of accepting the slide gates on top of the 
existing concrete bay. The new slide gates will then be placed in the reinforced bays. The concrete bays will be 
set inside a new wall that will be constructed approximately 23 feet downstream of the existing radial gate. The 
new wall will be doweled into the existing structure to prevent any sliding or movement. The SlipMeter frames will 
then be set in place using stainless steel anchor bolts, as recommended by Rubicon. A catwalk will be erected 
about two to three feet above the existing structure and anchored into the top of each wall using stainless steel 
anchor rods that will be epoxied. A small solar array, placed on top of the new gate structure, will be installed to 
provide power to the new headgate equipment. 

Public Agency Approving Project: Central Valley Flood Protection Board (Board) 

Lead Agency, Applicant, and Person Carrying Out Project: South Sutter Water District; Hayden Cornwell; 
General Manager; 2464 Pacific Avenue, Trowbridge, CA 95659; hcornwell@southsutterwd.com; (530) 656-2242 

Exempt Status: 
☐ Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268); 

☐ Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a)); 

☐ Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c)); 

☐ Common Sense Exemption (CEQA Sec. 15061(b)(3)) 
☒ Categorical Exemption. State type and section number: Sec. 15301, 15302, 15303, & 15311 
☐ Statutory Exemption. State code number: _______________________________ 

Reasons Why Project is Exempt: 
The Board has determined that the project is exempt from CEQA under the Class 1, Existing Facilities categorical 
exemption (CEQA California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Section 15301), because the activity consists of the 
operation, repair, maintenance, permitting, leasing, licensing or minor alteration of existing public or private 
structures, facilities, mechanical equipment, or topographical features, involving negligible or no expansion of use. 
No expansion of existing or former use will occur. The project is also exempt from CEQA under the Class 2, 
Replacement or Reconstruction categorical exemption (CEQA California Code of Regulations, Title 14, 15302), 
because the activity consists of replacement and reconstruction of an existing structure in the same site and will 
have substantially the same purpose and capacity as the replaced structure. And, the project is exempt from 
CEQA under the Class 3, New Construction or Conversion of Small Structures categorical exemption (CEQA 
California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Section 15303), because the activity consists of construction and location 
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of limited numbers of new, small facilities or structures; installation of small new equipment and facilities in small 
structures; and the conversion of existing small structures from one use to another where only minor modifications 
are made in the exterior of the structure. Lastly, the project is exempt from CEQA under the Class 11, Accessory 
Structures categorical exemption (CEQA California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Section 15311), because the 
activity consists of construction, or replacement of minor structures accessory to existing commercial, industrial, or 
institutional facilities. Further, none of the exceptions to the exemption in CEQA California Code of Regulations, 
Title 14, Section 15300.2 apply. 

 
Signature Chris Lief, Executive Officer Date 

☒ Signed by Public Agency ☐ Signed by Responsible Agency 

Date Received for filing at the Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation: 

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. 
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code. 
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