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COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE 
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT FORM: INITIAL STUDY 

 
Project Case Type (s) and Number(s):   Conditional Use Permit (CUP) No. 3265 in 
conjunction with General Plan Amendment (GPA) No. 1144, Surface Mining Permit (SMP) 
No. 197R1, Change of Zone (CZ) No. 6361, and Habitat Acquisition and Negotiation Strategy 
(HANS) No. 02278 
Lead Agency Name:   Riverside County Planning Department 
Address:  P.O. Box 1409, Riverside, CA 92502-1409 
Contact Person:  Darren Edgington, Environmental Project Manager 
Telephone Number: 951-955-2459 
Applicant’s Name:   Corona Clay Company 
Applicant’s Address:  22079 Knabe Road, Corona CA, 92130 
 
Summary of Project Description:  The project is the proposed entitlement of existing non-
permitted uses on approximately 60 acres of a 110.5-acre property site through the review 
and approval of a Conditional Use Permit, General Plan Amendment, Change of Zone, a 
Habitat Acquisition and Negotiation Strategy, and a Surface Mining Permit for reclamation. 
 
I. PROJECT INFORMATION 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Corona Clay Company (Corona Clay) submitted a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) application 
in December 2015 in conjunction with General Plan Amendment (GPA) No. 1144, Surface 
Mine Permit (SMP) No. 197R1 (AKA Dawson Canyon Reclamation Plan) Change of Zone (CZ) 
No. 6381, and Habitat Acquisition and Negotiation Strategy (HANS) No. 02278 to facilitate 
entitlement of existing unpermitted on-site land uses. Corona Clay owns four (4) parcels 
totaling 110.5 acres located approximately 0.75 miles east-northeast of the intersection of I-
15 and Temescal Canyon Road. The site is specifically located to the northeast of Park 
Canyon Road and Dawson Canyon Road. The APNs and areas include 283-190-019 (40.61 
acres); 283-190-021 (20.26 acres); 283-190-022 (33.91 acres); and 283-190-040 (15.76 acres) for 
the CUP, GPA and CZ. SMP No. 197R1 is located entirely within 283-190-021. Refer to Figure 
1 for a Regional Map and Figure 2 for a Site Plan of the existing uses.  
 
A “Settlement Agreement and Release” (Agreement) between the County of Riverside and 
Corona Clay as of December 4, 2018, resolved past impacts and “all existing land use 
violations” as stated under the Agreement’s Section III. 2, “Full and Final Agreement.” The 
parties agreed that this is intended to be the comprehensive resolution of all existing land 
use violations on the Property and that this agreement is intended to be a full and final 
settlement of all claims subject to this Agreement.” Per the Agreement, a GPA and CZ as 
described below were required to change the land use designations and zoning of 
developed lands and those lands designated for conservation habitat in order to be 
consistent with the General Plan, the zoning ordinance, and the HANS development 
footprint (HANS 2278 Final Map; 9/24/2018). A Western Riverside County Multiple Species 
Habitat Conservation Plan Consistency Analysis was prepared (WSP 2021, updated January 
2024) that determined that the project would be consistent with the goals and objectives 
of the MSHCP with implementation of proposed conservation, restoration, and 
recommendations. The CUP is required to entitle those existing uses on-site and a SMP is 
required to reclaim a one-acre over-steepened slope. 
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Project Description:  
 
The Project includes CUP No. 3265 in conjunction with GPA No. 1144, SMP No. 197R1, CZ 
No. 6361, and HANS No. 02278 to facilitate the entitlement of existing on-site uses and to 
reclaim a one-acre slope area on Corona Clay Company’s site known as “Dawson Canyon 
Clay Facility”. The GPA, CZ, CUP, and SMP are described below. The HANS is described under 
Section 7, Biological Resources. 
 
General Plan Amendment 01144  
 
Per the Agreement between the County and Corona Clay dated in December 2018, Section 
I.2. of the Agreement required a GPA to change the land use designation of developable 
portions of the property to Open Space – Recreation (OS-REC) (59.7 acres) and the land use 
designations of the non-developable portions to Conservation Habitat (OS-CH) (50.8 acres) 
per the HANS development footprint (HANS 2278 Final Map – 9/24/2018).  
 
GPA 01144 proposes to amend a total of approx. 110.5 acres as follows: 
 

• 59.7 acres of Open Space – Mineral Resources (OS-MIN) to OS-REC;  
• 29.4 acres of OS-MIN to Open Space – Conservation Habitat (OS-CH);  
• 15.5 acres of Open Space – RURAL (OS-RUR) to OS-CH; and 
• 5.9 acres of Open Space – WATER (OS-W) to OS-CH. 

 
The final designation consists of 59.7 acres of OS-REC and 50.8 acres to OS-CH. 
 
Change of Zone 06361  
 
CZ 06361 will implement Section I.3 of the Agreement, which requires a change of the 
zoning classification of the Property to W-2 (Controlled Development – 59.7 acres)) for the 
developed  portions of the property and change the zoning classification to N-A (Natural 
Assets – 50.8 acres) for the non-developable portions per the HANS development footprint 
(HANS 2278) as agreed by the County and Corona Clay. Details of CZ 06361 are included in 
the CZ application (see Table 1 below). 
 
Surface Mining Permit 197 Revision 1  
 
SMP197R1 is planned to conduct reclamation and revegetation activities only (no future 
mining) on approximately one acre of over-steepened slope within APN 283-190-021.   
 
Conditional Use Permit 3265  
 
The overall existing unpermitted land uses to be entitled by the CUP are summarized in 
Table 1, shown on Figure 2, and include the following:  
 

• Seven (7) motorcycle test tracks for motocross testing on approximately 30 acres are 
leased to various motorcycle manufacturing companies. The tracks are utilized 
exclusively by the lessee and operated per a lease agreement with Corona Clay. The 
tracks only operate during daytime hours; no lighting is associated with the test 
tracks. The tracks are not open to the public. Each track is surrounded by a 6-foot-
high chain link fence topped with three-strand barbed wire and has one or two 
200 square-foot open sided shade structures. Water is pumped into 6,000 to 
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12,000-gallon steel water tanks at each track and sprayed onto the tracks via 
agricultural type pipes and sprinklers to control dust and to compact the track 
surface.  The lessee is required by lease agreement to conduct all operations in 
compliance with all applicable laws, ordinances, rules, regulations, orders, or 
directives of any government authority and shall not damage or deposit waste on 
leased lands. The motorcycle test tracks are used intermittently by up to six 
manufacturing companies with a peak season from October through May.  

• An administration area including offices, equipment storage, and ancillary uses 
(approx. 2.3 acres); 

• Clay processing facility (18.55 acres) that uses imported broken clay tile and other 
rock, gravel, sand, and clay material that is crushed, screened, and mixed to produce 
final products such as “Angel Mix” for baseball fields and other clay, soil, and rock 
mixes for landscaping, recreational trails and parks; 

• Remote controlled model airplane field consisting of approx. 4.8 acres (1.25 acres of 
paved runway) and a shade structure. It is leased to a remote-controlled airplane 
club; 

• Unpaved roads (Park Canyon and Dawson Canyon roads) used for public access (3.2 
acres) and 0.9 acres of road ROW for Park Canyon Road; and 

• 50.8 acres of Open Space surrounding the developed portions of the project site in 
accordance with HANS 2278 and to be designated OS-CH and zoned N-A.  
 

Table 1 below lists the existing and proposed designations, zoning, and the land use areas. 
 

Table 1 
CUP 03265, GPA 01141, & CZ 06361 (in approximate acres) 

APN Acreage 
 

Exist 
GP 

 

Proposed 
GP 

 

Exist 
Zoning 

 

Proposed 
Zoning 

 

Test 
Track  

Model 
Air 

Field 

Clay 
Facility 

Ancillary 
Uses / 
Roads 
/ROWS 

Open 
Space 
/Cons
ervati

on 
 

283- 
190-
019 

40.61  
(per GIS) 

MIN 
19.6 
W-
5.9 

RUR 
15.1 

REC 
13.7 

 
CH 
26.9 

M-R - 
21.7 

M-R-A 
5.9 

N-A -
15.1 

W-2 
13.7 

 
N-A 
26.95 

5.7 4.8 0 Roads 
3.26 26.95 

283- 
190-
021 

20.26 MIN 
REC 
14.2 

CH - 6.0 
M-R 

W-2 -14.2 
N-A 6.0 

0 0 14.0 
ROW 
0.22 6.0 

283- 
190- 
022 

33.91 MIN 
REC 
22.9 

CH-11.0 
M-R 

W-2  
22.9 

N-A 11 
20.0 0 0 Anc. 2.31 

ROW 0.63 11.0 

283- 
190-
040 

15.76 MIN 
REC-8.85   
CH - 6.9 M-R 

W-2 8.85 
N-A 6.9 4.3 0 4.5 ROW 0.14 6.9 

Total 
Acres 110.5  

REC 59.7 
CH  

50.8 
 

W-2 59.7 
N-A 
50.8 

30.0 4.8 18.5 
Anc 2.3 

Road 3.2 
ROW 0.9 

50.8 

Land Use Percentages 27.1% 4.3% 16.8% 
Anc 2% 

Road 3% 
ROW 1% 

46% 

Land use designations and changes of zoning per December 2018 Settlement Agreement and consistent with the HANS 2278 
footprint. 
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General Plan 
Foundation for all GP Designations is Open Space (OS) 
MIN – Mineral Resources 
REC – Recreation 
CH – Conservation Habitat 
W – Water Resources 
RUR – Rural 
 
Zoning  
M-R – Mineral Resources 
M-R-A - Mineral Resources & Related Manufacturing 
N-A – Natural Assets 
W-2 – Controlled Development 
 
Areas were rounded to nearest 0.1 acre and may be slightly inconsistent due to mapping techniques and boundaries. 
1 – Includes cell tower of approximately 0.1 acres (not a part) 
2 – Includes 0.2 acres of ROW (Lot B) 
3 - Includes 0.6 acres of ROW (Lot C) 
4 - Includes 0.1 acres of ROW (Lot A) 
5 - Southern 8.9 acres includes “Future Lot Line Adjustment with Single Family Residence (SFR) 
6 - Unpaved Park Canyon and Dawson Canyon roads used for public access (60-foot ROW used for mapping) 

 
The use of existing on-site buildings, facilities, and subsurface disposal systems will be 
conditioned through the CUP. Existing buildings and facilities will be inspected and 
permitted through the County Department of Building & Safety as needed. If any buildings 
or facilities are unable to be repaired to meet the Building Code, they will be removed. Any 
new buildings or structures to replace existing buildings will be required to obtain 
applicable building permits. On-site septic systems will be either certified through the 
County Department of Environmental Health (DEH), repaired or replaced as required by 
per County DEH, or closed. 
 
A breakdown of each Parcel’s existing and proposed uses is as follows (Refer to Table 
1 for clarification):  
 
APN 283-190-019 
 
Existing uses include the following: 

• Motorcycle Test Tracks No. 6A & 6B. Tracks are on approximately 5.7 acres and 
include a 6-foot-high chain link fence along the tracks’ perimeter. The fence is 
topped with 3-strand barbed wire. Two portable steel water tanks of 6,000 to 12,000-
gallon capacity each and a pipe/sprinkler system for dust control and soil/track 
compaction are used for track management. Two open-sided shade structures of 
approximately 200 sq. ft. each are currently on-site.  

 
• An existing remote-control model airplane field on approximately 4.8 acres with 

approximately 1.2 acres of AC pavement (runway, apron, and parking), an open-
sided shade/covered parking structure of approximately 3,000 sq. ft., and small 
storage shed and portable toilet. 

 
• Approximately 3.2 acres of existing unpaved roads (Park Canyon and Dawson 

Canyon roads) used for public access to residencies in Dawson Canyon and Spanish 
Hills. Mapped at 60-foot widths centered on existing road alignments.  

 
No new structures, buildings, or uses are proposed. The remaining approximately 26.9 acres 
(66% of parcel) to become conservation habitat with dirt roads and vacant open space. 
Private motorcycle testing has no connection with illegal road uses. The southern 8.9 acres 
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will have a future lot line adjustment for a single-family residence (SFR) with a pad and 
access of approximately 1.8 acres. 
 
APN 283-190-021  
 
The existing clay mix processing and products manufacturing facility is located on 
approximately 14.0 acres with 6.0 acres to remain as open space - conservation habitat 
including lands within the 330-foot-wide SCE power line easement on the north portion of 
site and the one-acre slope to be reclaimed under SMP 197R1. The clay facility uses imported 
broken clay tile and other rock, gravel, sand, and clay material that is crushed, screened, 
and mixed to produce final products such as “Angel Mix” for baseball fields and other clay, 
soil, and rock mixes for recreational trails, parks, and landscaping. The facility site includes 
crushers, screens, conveyors, stockpiles, equipment storage, office (approximately 625 sq. 
ft.), caretaker’s residence (approximately 2,350 sq. ft.), power room (approximately 340 sq. 
ft.), three 1,000 gallon septic tanks and leach lines, and drainage controls and desilting 
basins to manage drainage on the slope, on-site drainage, and surrounding drainage that 
enters the site as described in the Sediment Control & Drainage Report (K & A Engineering, 
July 2020). A Right-of-way (ROW) of 0.2 acres (Lot B) is included on the west for Park Canyon 
Road. 
 
Approximately 20,000 tons of waste clay tile are imported annually to produce specialty 
clay products for off-site sale. The amount of material imported varies with demand. The 
crushed and blended clay products are stockpiled on-site and then loaded onto 10- to 25-
ton haul trucks by a loader and shipped to customers. Approximately 5 to a maximum of 
20 trucks per day enter and leave the site depending on production and demand. In 
addition, up to 20 employee, delivery, and maintenance trips occur per day.  There will be 
no future mining of on-site clay or other materials on the subject site. No new structures, 
buildings, or uses are proposed. 
 
APN 283-190-022 
 
Four (4) existing Motorcycle Test Tracks are located on this parcel on approximately 
20.0 acres: Track No. 2 on approximately 5.0 acres; Track No. 3 on approximately 7.3 acres; 
Track No. 4 on approximately 3.5 acres; and Track No. 5 on approximately 4.2 acres.  There 
is a perimeter 6-foot-high chain link fencing topped with three-strand barbed wire around 
each track. One or two portable steel water tanks of 6,000 to 12,000-gallon capacity are 
located at each track and a pipe/sprinkler system is in place for dust control and track 
compaction. One or two existing open-sided shade structures of approximately 200 sq. ft. 
are at each track.  
 
The administration, equipment storage, and ancillary use area are located on 
approximately 2.3 acres with the following existing structures/facilities. 

• Metal building (90 feet by 75 feet – 6,750 sq. ft.) for equipment repair and storage to 
be used for motorcycle repair and storage. The building is single-story with 25-foot 
height, one restroom, and one 10-foot by 10-foot office. 

• Modular office (12 feet by 60 feet).  The 720 square-foot building is single-story and 
16 feet high,  

• Modular office (1,020 sq. ft.).  The building is single-story and 16 feet high 
• Wireless cell tower fenced enclosure; approximately 40 feet by 40 feet; 105–foot high 

monopole with 10 foot by 20-foot equipment shelter (Not a Part of CUP). 
• 500-gallon propane tank. 
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• Two 1,000-gallon septic tanks.  
 
There is a ROW on 0.6 acres (Lot C) for Park Canyon Road. 
 
No new structures, buildings, or uses are proposed.  The remainder of the parcel 
(approximately 11.0 acres) will be designated for conservation habitat and consists of vacant 
slopes and open space with a SCE easement on the north side for electrical power line 
alignment, a steel tower, and a SCE access road in the northeast corner of the parcel.  
 
APN 283-190-040 
 
Existing Motorcycle Test Track No. 1 is located on approximately 4.3 acres of this parcel with 
a perimeter 6-foot-high chain link fencing topped with three-strand barbed wire 
surrounding the track. One or two portable steel water tanks of 6,000 to 12,000-gallon 
capacity each are used at the track and a pipe/sprinkler system is used for dust control and 
track compaction. One existing open-sided shade structure of approximately 200 sq. ft. and 
a two-story observation structure of approximately 375 sq. ft are located on-site.  
 
A ROW of 0.1 acres (Lot A) is located on the southeast portion of the parcel for Park Canyon 
Road. Ancillary clay facilities on 4.5 acres (approximately 29% of parcel) include a recycled 
broken clay tile stockpile area with grizzly screen, hoppers, and conveyors and a clay facility 
yard with open sided storage structure (approximately 1,700 sq. ft.). 
 
No new structures, buildings, or uses are proposed. The remainder of the parcel (6.9 acres) 
is open space and natural slopes that will be designated for conservation habitat. 
 
APN 283-190-041 (Not a part of CUP) 
 
A small portion (approximately 0.3 acres) of existing Motorcycle Test Track No. 1 has been 
removed from the project area while Corona Clay and SCE may negotiate a change in 
ownership or a lease. This area has had its clay track material removed and covered with 
topsoil to allow natural revegetation. 
 
ACCESS  
 
The Dawson Canyon Clay Facility test tracks and the model airplane field have access to 
Dawson Canyon Road and Temescal Canyon Road to the west via Park Canyon Road, an 
undedicated partially paved road entirely within properties owned by Corona Clay, 
maintained by Corona Clay and used by the public and by Dawson Canyon and Spanish 
Hills’ residences as their primary access. The existing road that provides access to the 
Project Site is wholly within property owned by Corona Clay and is not a dedicated public 
right-of-way except for approximately one acre of public ROW. 
 
TRAFFIC 
 
The following vehicle and truck estimates are generated from existing activities. The CUP 
does not propose to generate any new additional traffic than what occurs currently from 
the clay facility, test tracks, and model airplane facility. The Dawson Canyon Clay Facility 
generates approximately 5 to a maximum of 20 trucks per day up to six days/week 
depending on production and demand. In addition, up to 20 employees, delivery, and 
maintenance trips may occur per day (five trucks and 15 smaller vehicles).  
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The seven motorcycle test tracks are used intermittently by up to six manufacturing 
companies with a peak season from October through May. The tracks are leased to specific 
companies that utilize the track per lease requirements with Corona Clay. It is estimated 
that approximately two or three small trucks and up to five other vehicles may utilize a test 
track on any one day. If all seven tracks were utilized on the same day, this would amount 
to 21 small trucks and 35 vehicles. The tracks only operate during daytime hours; no lighting 
is set up on the test tracks.  
 
The remote-controlled airplane field is utilized by a local airplane club at their discretion. It 
is not open to the general public. The facility is mostly used on weekends and occasionally 
during weekdays.  During busy weekends up to 10 vehicles may be present at any one time. 
 
Therefore, the total average daily traffic trips with all uses in operation is estimated to be 
106 trips per day. Assuming a passenger car equivalent (PCE) for the trucks of 2, the total 
number of equivalent trips per day would be 154. The number of PCEs during peak hours 
over an 8-to-12-hour day would therefore be less than the Traffic Impact Analysis 
requirement of 100 vehicle trips or more during the daily peak hours as stated in the 
Riverside County Traffic Impact Analysis Preparation Guide.  The Project is exempt from 
further Traffic Impact Analysis requirements. 
 

A. Type of Project:   Site Specific ;     Countywide ;     Community ;     Policy . 
 

B. Total Project Area: 110.5 gross acres   
 

Residential Acres:   0 Lots:   0 Units:   0 Projected No. of Residents:   0 
Commercial Acres:   0 Lots:   0 Sq. Ft. of Bldg. Area:   0 Est. No. of Employees:  0  
Industrial Acres:   20 Lots:   0 Sq. Ft. of Bldg. Area:   

63,235 
Est. No. of Employees:   10 

Other:   90.5    
 

C. Assessor’s Parcel No(s):   283-190-019, 283-190-021, 283-190-022, and 283-190-040 
 

Street References:   Northeast of Park Canyon Road and Dawson Canyon Road; 
approximately 0.75 miles east-northeast of the intersection of I-15 and Temescal 
Canyon Road.  

 
D. Section, Township & Range Description or reference/attach a Legal Description:  

Section 35, Township 4 South, Range 6 West, Lake Matthews Quadrangle 7.5 Minute 
Series 

 
E. Brief description of the existing environmental setting of the project site and its 

surroundings:   The Project Site is located in the Gavilan Hills approximately one mile 
east of I-15 in an area that includes a former large concrete pipe manufacturing 
facility to the west (property now vacant), the El Sobrante Landfill approximately ¾-
mile to the northeast, several clay and aggregate pits in various stages of activity, 
and a composting facility. Light industrial development is located adjacent to the 
Project Site, while land immediately adjacent to the north and east of the Project 
Site is vacant with more distant scattered rural housing. The Project Site currently 
supports various uses including motorcycle tracks, a clay processing facility, and a 
remote-controlled model airplane field. 
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F. Other Public Agency Involvement and Required Permits: South Coast Air Quality 
Management District (SCAQMD) – Existing and Future Permits to Operate; Santa 
Ana Regional Water Quality Control Board (SARWQCB) – existing storm water 
permitting & 401 permitting (if applicable); California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
(CDFW) – 1600 Streambed Alteration permit (if applicable); U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (ACOE) – 404 permit (if applicable); and HANS process with CDFW and 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife (USFWS);  (not exclusive list). 

 
II. APPLICABLE GENERAL PLAN AND ZONING REGULATIONS 
 

A. General Plan Elements/Policies: 
 

1. Land Use:  The Project is located in the Temescal Canyon Area Plan area of the 
Riverside County General Plan. The land use designations of the Project Site (refer 
to Table 1) are currently OS-MIN, OS-W, and OS-RUR. The proposed land use 
designations for the Project Site are OS-REC (59.7 acres) and OS-CH (50.8 acres). 
The Project will adhere to the Settlement Agreement and applicable Land Use 
Elements/Policies with implementation of General Plan Amendment (GPA) No. 
1144 and Change of Zone (CZ) No. 6361. 

 
2. Circulation: The Project is not expected to conflict with an applicable plan, 

ordinance, or policy establishing a measure of effectiveness for the performance 
of the circulation system or with an applicable congestion management 
program. There are no new proposed uses that would generate additional traffic 
greater than existing conditions. Therefore, the Project is consistent with the 
Circulation Element of the General Plan.   

 
3. Multipurpose Open Space: The Project will adhere to applicable Multipurpose 

Open Space Elements/Policies with implementation of General Plan 
Amendment (GPA) No. 1144 and Change of Zone (CZ) No. 6361. Approximately 
50.8 acres will be designated as OS-CH in accordance with the HANS 2278 Final 
Map. 
 

4. Safety:  The Project Site is in a Very High Fire Hazard Classification area and 
therefore shall adhere to the applicable policies listed in the Safety Element of 
the County of Riverside General Plan as well as the requirements included in 
County of Riverside Ordinance No. 787, regarding the California Fire Code. A 
portion of the southwest corner of the site that is in the 100-year flood hazard area 
within the Temescal Wash will not be developed.  

 
5. Noise: The Project would not generate any new noise levels over existing 

conditions in excess of standards established in the County General Plan or Noise 
Ordinance. 

 
6. Housing:  The Project is not located within a land use area or zone designated for 

housing and would not create additional permanent employment opportunities 
which would require housing. 

 
7. Air Quality: The Project would not significantly increase local air emissions. The 

Project will not create any additional emissions greater than existing conditions. 
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The Project will be conditioned to control any fugitive dust during ground 
disturbing and operational activities and the clay processing facility must maintain 
its permits annually with the SCAQMD and shall adhere to applicable SCAQMD 
regulations. The Project meets all applicable Air Quality Element policies. 

 
8. Healthy Communities: The Project does not include any new activities and is 

located in an area designated for mineral resources with no adjacent residential 
areas. The Project would not compromise the health of communities either 
locally or regionally as no new air emissions or changes in noise levels are 
expected. 

 
a) Environmental Justice Summary: Temescal Valley Environmental Justice 

Community. The Project is in an isolated area with no adjacent residential 
areas; no housing units will be affected; planned trail alignments will not be 
affected by the Project; and open space buffers are designed around the 
perimeter of the site to reduce off-site health risks and environmental 
impacts. Per this Environmental Assessment, less than significant impacts are 
expected with respect to community design, transportation systems, and/or 
access to food, health care, schools, or recreation.  

 
B. General Plan Area Plan(s):  Temescal Canyon 

 
C. Foundation Component(s):  Open Space 

 
D. Land Use Designation(s):  Open Space – Mineral Resources (OS-MIN), Open Space – 

Rural OS-RUR), Open Space – Water (OS-W) 
 

E. Overlay(s), if any:  None 
 

 
F. Policy Area(s), if any:   El Sobrante Landfill; Serrano; and Temescal Wash 

 
G. Adjacent and Surrounding: 

 
1. General Plan Area Plan(s):  Temescal Canyon and Lake Matthews/Woodcrest 

 
2. Foundation Component(s):  Open Space, Community Development, and Rural 

 
3. Land Use Designation(s):  Open Space – Mineral Resources (OS-MIN), Open 

Space – Rural (OS-R), Open Space – Water (OS-W), Rural – Rural Mountains (R-
RM), Community Development – Public Facilities (COM DEV-PF), Community 
Development – Light Industrial (COM DEV-LI) 

 
4. Overlay(s), if any:  N/A 

 
5. Policy Area(s), if any:  Temescal Wash, Serrano, El Sobrante Landfill, and East 

Temescal Hillside 
 



 

Corona Clay IS/MND Page 12 of 76     August 2024   

H. Adopted Specific Plan Information 
 

1. Name and Number of Specific Plan, if any:  N/A 
2. Specific Plan Planning Area, and Policies, if any:  N/A 

 
I. Existing Zoning:  Mineral Resources and Related Manufacturing (M-R-A), Mineral 

Resources (M-R), and Natural Assets (N-A) 
 

J. Proposed Zoning, if any:   Proposed zone change from Mineral Resources (M-R) to 
Controlled Development Areas (W-2) (59.7 acres) and Natural Assets (50.8 acres).  

 
K. Adjacent and Surrounding Zoning:  Mineral Resources and Related Manufacturing 

(M-R-A), Mineral Resources (M-R), Natural Assets (N-A), and Residential Agricultural 
(R-A-10) 
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III. ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED 
 
The environmental factors checked below ( x ) would be potentially affected by this project, 
involving at least one impact that is a “Potentially Significant Impact” or “Less than 
Significant with Mitigation Incorporated” as indicated by the checklist on the following 
pages. 
 

 Aesthetics  Hazards & Hazardous 
Materials  Recreation 

 Agriculture & Forest 
Resources  Hydrology / Water Quality  Transportation 

 Air Quality  Land Use / Planning  Tribal Cultural Resources 
 Biological Resources  Mineral Resources  Utilities / Service Systems 
 Cultural Resources  Noise  Wildfire 
 Energy  Paleontological Resources  Mandatory Findings of 

Significance 
 

 Geology / Soils  Population / Housing 
 Greenhouse Gas Emissions  Public Services 

 
IV. DETERMINATION 
 
On the basis of this initial evaluation: 
A PREVIOUS ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT/NEGATIVE DECLARATION WAS NOT 
PREPARED 

  I find that the Project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and a 
NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared. 

  I find that although the Project could have a significant effect on the environment, there 
will not be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the project, described in this 
document, have been made or agreed to by the project proponent.  A MITIGATED 
NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared. 

  I find that the Project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required. 

 
A PREVIOUS ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT/NEGATIVE DECLARATION WAS 
PREPARED 

   I find that although the Project could have a significant effect on the environment, NO 
NEW ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION IS REQUIRED because (a) all potentially 
significant effects of the Project have been adequately analyzed in an earlier EIR or Negative 
Declaration pursuant to applicable legal standards, (b) all potentially significant effects of 
the Project have been avoided or mitigated pursuant to that earlier EIR or Negative 
Declaration, (c) the Project will not result in any new significant environmental effects not 
identified in the earlier EIR or Negative Declaration, (d) the Project will not substantially 
increase the severity of the environmental effects identified in the earlier EIR or Negative 
Declaration, (e) no considerably different mitigation measures have been identified and (f) 
no mitigation measures found infeasible have become feasible. 

   I find that although all potentially significant effects have been adequately analyzed in 
an earlier EIR or Negative Declaration pursuant to applicable legal standards, some changes 
or additions are necessary but none of the conditions described in California Code of 
Regulations, Section 15162 exist.  An ADDENDUM to a previously certified EIR or Negative 
Declaration has been prepared and will be considered by the approving body or bodies. 



 

Corona Clay IS/MND Page 14 of 76     August 2024   

   I find that at least one of the conditions described in California Code of Regulations, 
Section 15162 exist, but I further find that only minor additions or changes are necessary to 
make the previous EIR adequately apply to the project in the changed situation; therefore 
a SUPPLEMENT TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required that need only 
contain the information necessary to make the previous EIR adequate for the project as 
revised. 

    I find that at least one of the following conditions described in California Code of 
Regulations, Section 15162, exist and a SUBSEQUENT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 
is required: (1) Substantial changes are proposed in the project which will require major 
revisions of the previous EIR or negative declaration due to the involvement of new 
significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of previously 
identified significant effects; (2) Substantial changes have occurred with respect to the 
circumstances under which the project is undertaken which will require major revisions of 
the previous EIR or negative declaration due to the involvement of new significant 
environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of previously identified 
significant effects; or (3) New information of substantial importance, which was not known 
and could not have been known with the exercise of reasonable diligence at the time the 
previous EIR was certified as complete or the negative declaration was adopted, shows any 
the following:(A)  The project will have one or more significant effects not discussed in the 
previous EIR or negative declaration;(B)  Significant effects previously examined will be 
substantially more severe than shown in the previous EIR or negative declaration;(C)  
Mitigation measures or alternatives previously found not to be feasible would in fact be 
feasible, and would substantially reduce one or more significant effects of the project, but 
the project proponents decline to adopt the mitigation measures or alternatives; or,(D)  
Mitigation measures or alternatives which are considerably different from those analyzed 
in the previous EIR or negative declaration would substantially reduce one or more 
significant effects of the project on the environment, but the project proponents decline to 
adopt the mitigation measures or alternatives. 

 
   
Signature  Date 

  For:   
 

Printed Name   
 
  

8/16/2024
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V. ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES ASSESSMENT 
 
In accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (Public Resources 
Code Section 21000-21178.1), this Initial Study has been prepared to analyze the proposed 
Project to determine any potential significant impacts upon the environment that would 
result from construction and implementation of the project.  In accordance with California 
Code of Regulations, Section 15063, this Initial Study is a preliminary analysis prepared by 
the Lead Agency, the County of Riverside, in consultation with other jurisdictional agencies, 
to determine whether a Negative Declaration, Mitigated Negative Declaration, or an 
Environmental Impact Report is required for the proposed Project.  The purpose of this 
Initial Study is to inform the decision-makers, affected agencies, and the public of potential 
environmental impacts associated with the implementation of the Project. 
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AESTHETICS Would the project:     
1. Scenic Resources 

a) Have a substantial effect upon a scenic 
highway corridor within which it is located? 

    

b) Substantially damage scenic resources, 
including, but not limited to, trees, rock 
outcroppings and unique or landmark features; 
obstruct any prominent scenic vista or view open 
to the public; or result in the creation of an 
aesthetically offensive site open to public view? 

    

c) In non-urbanized areas, substantially 
degrade the existing visual character or quality of 
public views of the site and its surroundings? 
(Public views are those that are experienced 
from publicly accessible vantage points.) If the 
project is in an urbanized area, would the project 
conflict with applicable zoning and other 
regulations governing scenic quality? 

    

Source(s):   Riverside County General Plan Figure C-8 “Scenic Highways”, and Project 
Application Materials for CUP 03265, GPA01141, CZ06361, SMP No. 197R1  
 
Findings of Fact:   
 
a) No Impact.  In accordance with Riverside County General Plan Figure C-8 “Scenic 
Highways”, the Project Site is located approximately one mile east of I-15, a State Eligible 
scenic highway. The Project is not proposing any new development that would create any 
new visual impacts. SMP No. 197R1 includes reclaiming and revegetating a one-acre over-
steepened slope on-site that is not readily visible from I-15. No new tracks, model airfields, 
signs or communications lines are proposed. No new impacts would occur. 
 



 

Corona Clay IS/MND Page 16 of 76     August 2024   

b) No Impact.  The Project Site is located in the Gavilan Hills approximately one mile east 
of I-15 in an area that includes industrial and mineral lands, the El Sobrante Landfill 0.65 
miles to the north and northeast, light industrial development to the southwest, and rural 
residences to the southeast of the Project Site. The Project is permitting existing uses and 
is not proposing any new development that would damage scenic resources, including, but 
not limited to, trees, rock outcroppings and unique or landmark features; obstruct any 
prominent scenic vista or view open to the public. No new impacts to scenic resources 
would occur. 
 
c) No Impact.  The Project Site is not expected to degrade the existing visual quality of the 
public views of the site and its surroundings as no new development is proposed. Approval 
of the GPA and CZ would ensure that the Project adheres to the Riverside County General 
Plan and Development Codes.  No new impacts would occur. 
 
 
Mitigation:   No mitigation is required.  
 
Monitoring:   No monitoring is required. 
 
 
2. Mt. Palomar Observatory 

a) Interfere with the nighttime use of the Mt. 
Palomar Observatory, as protected through Riverside 
County Ordinance No. 655? 

    

Source(s):   GIS database, Ord. No. 655 (Regulating Light Pollution) 
 
Findings of Fact:   
 
a) No Impact. The Project Site is located approximately 46 miles northwest of the Mt. 
Palomar Observatory and is therefore located outside of Ordinance No. 655 Mt. Palomar 
Observatory Zone A (15-mile radius) and Zone B (45-mile radius). Given the Project Site’s 
distance from the Mt. Palomar Observatory, the General Requirements do not apply. No 
impact would occur. 
 
Mitigation:   No mitigation is required.  
 
Monitoring:   No monitoring is required. 
 
3. Other Lighting Issues 

a) Create a new source of substantial light or 
glare which would adversely affect day or nighttime 
views in the area? 

    

b) Expose residential property to unacceptable 
light levels? 

    

 
Source(s): On-site Inspection and Project Applications Materials 
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Findings of Fact:    
 
a-b) No Impact. The Project does not propose any new uses that would operate after dark. 
The clay processing facility, the motorcycle test tracks, and the model airfield will operate 
only during daytime hours. Only safety lighting is utilized on-site. 
 
The County of Riverside has established standards for the design, placement, and operation 
of outdoor lighting that will be included as conditions of approval for the Project. These 
standards set forth the preferred lighting source, identify maximum lighting intensity, 
dictate shielding requirements, and establish hours of operation. Since these standards are 
imposed on all outdoor lighting sources, they are not considered mitigation for CEQA 
purposes. There will be no impact from on-site safety lighting with compliance with the 
County of Riverside lighting standards.  
 
With adherence to Riverside County lighting requirements, the Project is not expected to 
create a new source of substantial light or glare which would adversely affect day or 
nighttime views in the area or expose residential property to unacceptable light levels. No 
impact would occur.  
 
Mitigation:   No mitigation is required.  
 
Monitoring:   No monitoring is required. 
 
AGRICULTURE & FOREST RESOURCES Would the project: 
4. Agriculture 

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or 
Farmland of Statewide Importance (Farmland) as 
shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the 
Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of the 
California Resources Agency, to non-agricultural use? 

    

b) Conflict with existing agricultural zoning, 
agricultural use or with land subject to a Williamson 
Act contract or land within a Riverside County 
Agricultural Preserve? 

    

c) Cause development of non-agricultural uses 
within 300 feet of agriculturally zoned property 
(Ordinance No. 625 “Right-to-Farm”)? 

    

d) Involve other changes in the existing 
environment which, due to their location or nature, 
could result in conversion of Farmland, to non-
agricultural use? 

    

 
Source(s):   Riverside County Williamson Act FY 2015/2016 Sheet 1 of 3, GIS database, General 
Plan Figure OS-2 “Agricultural Resources,” and Project Application Materials. 
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Findings of Fact:    
 
a) No Impact.  According to Riverside County’s Map My County (GIS database), the Project 
Site is not located within prime farmland, unique farmland, or farmland of statewide 
importance. Therefore, no impacts would occur. 
 
b) No Impact.  According to Riverside County Williamson Act FY 2015/2016 Sheet 1 of 3, the 
Project Site is designated as “Non-enrolled Land” or land that is not enrolled in a Williamson 
Act contract and not mapped by Farmland Mapping & Monitoring Program (FMMP) as 
Urban and Build-Up Land or Water. Sections of the Project Site within APN’s 283-190-019, 
022, and 040 are recognized as Locally Important Farmland areas as shown by Riverside 
County’s Map My County (GIS database), however, the preservation of land with this 
designation is not supported by County of Riverside Ordinance and these parcels are not 
designated for agricultural land uses. Therefore, the Project would not conflict with existing 
agricultural zoning, agricultural use or with land subject to a Williamson Act contract or 
land within a Riverside County Agricultural Preserve. No impact would occur. 
 
c) No Impact.  Agriculturally zoned property is not located within 300 feet of the Project 
Site. Therefore, the Project would not cause development of non-agricultural uses within 
300 feet of agriculturally zoned property. No impact would occur. 
 
d) No Impact.  The Project is not expected to involve other changes in the existing 
environment which could result in conversion of farmland to non-agricultural use. No 
impact would occur. 
 
Mitigation:   No mitigation is required.  
 
Monitoring:   No monitoring is required. 
 
 
5. Forest 

a) Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause 
rezoning of, forest land (as defined in Public 
Resources Code section 12220(g)), timberland (as 
defined by Public Resources Code section 4526), or 
timberland zoned Timberland Production (as defined 
by Govt. Code section 51104(g))? 

    

b) Result in the loss of forest land or conversion of 
forest land to non-forest use? 

    

c) Involve other changes in the existing 
environment which, due to their location or nature, 
could result in conversion of forest land to non-forest 
use? 

    

 
Source(s):   Riverside County General Plan Figure OS-3a “Forestry Resources Western 
Riverside County Parks, Forests, and Recreation Areas”.  
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Findings of Fact:    
 
a-c) No Impact.  As depicted on Riverside County General Plan Figure OS-3a “Forestry 
Resources Western Riverside County Parks, Forests, and Recreation Areas,” the Project Site 
is not located within or adjacent to forest land or timberland. No impact would occur. 
 
Mitigation:   No mitigation is required.  
 
Monitoring:   No monitoring is required. 
 
 
AIR QUALITY Would the project: 
6. Air Quality Impacts 

a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of 
the applicable air quality plan? 

    

b) Result in a cumulatively considerable net 
increase of any criteria pollutant for which the project 
region is non-attainment under an applicable federal 
or state ambient air quality standard? 

    

c) Expose sensitive receptors, which are located 
within one (1) mile of the project site, to substantial 
pollutant concentrations? 

    

d) Result in other emissions (such as those 
leading to odors) adversely affecting a substantial 
number of people? 

    

 
Source(s):  SCAQMD AQMP & CEQA Air Quality Handbook as updated, Project Application 
Material, Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Assessment for CUP No. 3265, SMP No. 197R1, CZ 
No. 6361, and GPA No. 1144 prepared by Lilburn Corporation (January 2024 Update). 
 
Findings of Fact:    
 
a) Less than Significant Impact.  The Project Site is in the South Coast Air Basin (SCAB) and 
under the jurisdiction of the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD). The 
SCAQMD is responsible for preparing the Air Quality Management Plan (AQMP); currently the 
2016 AQMP is in effect and the next updated AQMP is expected in 2022. The AQMP was 
developed for the primary purpose of controlling emissions to maintain all federal and state 
ambient air standards for the district. A project is non-conforming if it conflicts with or delays 
implementation of any applicable attainment or maintenance plan. A project is conforming 
if it complies with all applicable SCAQMD rules and regulations, complies with all proposed 
control measures that are not yet adopted from the applicable plan(s), and is consistent with 
the growth forecasts in the applicable plan(s) (or is directly included in the applicable plan). 
Conformity with growth forecasts can be established by demonstrating that the project is 
consistent with the land use plan that was used to generate the growth forecast. 
 



 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less 
Than 

Significant 
Impact 

No 
Impact 

 

Corona Clay IS/MND Page 20 of 76     August 2024   

The existing operations at the Project Site comply with SCAQMD rules through permitting 
of its stationary equipment and implementing applicable dust control rules. The Project 
does not propose any new uses deemed growth inducing and the GPA will ensure that the 
Project meets General Plan requirements. Less than significant impacts are expected. 
 
b) Less than Significant Impact. The Project will entitle only existing uses including 
motorcycle test tracks, a clay processing facility, and remote-controlled model airplane field 
to continue. No additional activities nor an increase in existing activities are proposed under 
the CUP. Emissions from existing operations would continue as permitted by the SCAQMD.  
 
Approximately 20,000 tons of waste clay tile are imported annually. The clay tile is crushed 
and screened to produce specialty clay products for off-site sale per demand. Crushed and 
blended clay products stockpiled on-site are loaded onto 10- to 25-ton haul trucks by a 
loader and shipped to customers. Approximately five to 20 trucks maximum enter and exit 
the site daily depending on production and demand. All clay material used at the 
processing plant is imported. There will be no mining of on-site clay or other materials on 
the Project Site.  
 
The clay processing facility consists of a feeder/hopper, two crushers, one screen, six 
conveyors, and one stacker/conveyor. Corona Clay maintains and annually renews its air 
quality permit to operate the clay processing plant from the SCAQMD with water sprays 
and covers for dust suppression. The material unloaded and loaded on-site is facilitated by 
a dozer, front-end loader, 10-ton dump truck, and water truck.  
 
The following assumptions are incorporated into the air quality emissions inventory for the 
clay processing facility which is open for up to eight hours/day; five days/week; and 50 
weeks/year but operate only as needed. Therefore, the repair of the one-acre steeped slope 
is anticipated to be negligible:  
 

• Clay processing facility – Four hours/day, approx. 50 days per year; operated 
intermittently based on demand. Approx. 100 tons/ hour; 400 tons/day; and 20,000 
tons/year 

• On-site Equipment - Dozer at four hours/day; loader at four hours/day; water truck 
at two hours/day; and dump truck at four hours/day.  

• SCAQMD Rules 403 and 1157 for dust control measures and mobile equipment 
emission limits as listed below are included in the emissions’ estimates. 
 

• Off-site Trucking – Estimated up to 20 truck trips per day at round trip average of 
30 miles. 
 

• Vehicles – Estimated 20 per day at round trip of 30 miles for clay facilities; 56 trips per 
day of 40 miles for motorcycle test tracks if all in operation on same day; three 
motorcycles operating intermittently at each track for eight hours per day; and 
10 trips per day for the model airfield. 
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• Total Daily Trips: 106 – Clay facility 40; Motorcycle Tracks 56; and airfield 10. 
 
The motorcycle test tracks are used intermittently by up to six manufacturing companies 
with a peak season from October through May. The tracks are leased to specific companies 
that utilize the track per lease requirements with Corona Clay. It is estimated that 
approximately two or three small trucks and up to five other vehicles may utilize a test track 
on any one day. If all seven tracks were utilized on the same day, this would amount to 21 
small trucks/SUVs/vans and 35 vehicles. Tracks only operate during daytime hours and no 
lighting is set up on the test tracks.  
 
The remote-controlled airplane field is utilized by a local airplane club at their discretion. It 
is not open to the general public. It is assumed the site is mostly used on weekends and 
occasionally during weekdays.  Busy weekends may have 10 vehicles at any one-time, 
therefore ten additional vehicles are added to the daily emissions. 
 
The estimated air pollutant emissions and significance of the existing and planned 
emissions as compared to the CEQA operational thresholds are summarized in Table 2. As 
shown, the existing and planned emissions from operations and activities are below the 
thresholds of significance and no significant air quality impacts are expected with 
implementation of existing rules and regulations. 
 

Table 2 
Dawson Canyon CUP No. 3265  

(Clay Facility, Test Tracks and Model Airfield) 
Estimated Air Pollutant Daily Emissions and Significance 

 
 

ROG NOx CO PM10 PM2.5 

Equipment 
Hours 
/ Day 

Lbs/Day Lbs/Day Lbs/Day Lbs/Day Lbs/Day 

Loader 4 0.24 1.25 1.73 0.055 0.051 

Dozer 4 0.33 1.95 2.04 0.101 0.093 

Dump/Haul 
Truck 

4 <0.01 0.02 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 

Water truck 2 <0.01 0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 

Clay Facility 4 --- --- --- 0.92 0.27 

Fugitive Dust 
(dozing, loading, 
un-loading, road 

dust & 
stockpiles) 

8 --- --- --- 11.1 2.3 

Trucks/Employe
e/ Track/Airfield 

Vehicles & 
Motorcycles On-

Site  

1271 0.12 0.92 1.06 0.01 0.01 
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Scenario Year: 2024 
1 – No. of vehicles/day; motorcycles estimated at 3 per each track running intermittently for 8 hrs./day for total 
of 1,120 miles/day.  
Source: Air Quality and GHG Assessment, Lilburn 2024. 
Emission Sources: SCAQMD EMFAC2017 Emission Factors for off-road mobile and on-road mobile vehicles;  
 Particulate Matter Emission Factors - SCAQMD, July 2010; & AP-42 Section 13.2.2 EPA, November 2006. 
* Dust related PM2.5 = 0.208 of PM10 (CEIDARS List) 
 
The Project includes implementation of a Reclamation Plan designed to stabilize, control 
erosion, and revegetate the over-steepened one-acre slope on the northeast portion of the 
site and to construct necessary drainage controls on-site. It is expected that the slope 
grading would take approximately 10 days, drainage control five days, and hydro-seeding 
one day. These activities may not take place on consecutive days nor occur concurrently. 
 
The reclamation of the slope is estimated to require the removal of approximately 
24,000 cubic yards of material to be stored on-site and used for road repair and fill on the 
owner’s surrounding properties as needed. The slope grading and basin construction will 
be accomplished with a dozer, front-end loader, 15-ton dump truck, and a water truck. The 
slope material will be pushed into stockpiles at the base of the slope or may be loaded onto 
trucks and deposited elsewhere on the site. The loader and dump truck will be used to 
excavate the detention basin.  
 
The following assumptions are incorporated into the air quality emissions inventory for the 
reclamation plan:  
 

• On-site Equipment (Dozer at eight hours/day for 10 days; Loader at eight hours/day 
for 15 days; water truck at four hours/day for 15 days; dump truck(s) at 8 hours/day for 
15 days, and hydro-seed truck for one day (this would be conducted after completion 
of other activities).  

• SCAQMD Rules 403 and 1157 for dust control measures and mobile equipment 
emission limits as listed below are included in the emissions’ estimates. 

 
The estimated air pollutant emissions and the significance of the increase in the proposed 
emissions as compared to the CEQA construction thresholds are summarized in Table 3. As 

 
 

ROG NOx CO PM10 PM2.5 

Equipment 
Hours 
/ Day Lbs/Day Lbs/Day Lbs/Day Lbs/Day Lbs/Day 

Trucks/ 
Employee/ 

Track/Airfield 
Vehicles Off-Site 

106 7.27 4.20 15.67 0.15 0.14 

Emissions 
Totals 

 7.96 8.35 20.50 12.34 2.87 

 CEQA 
Operational 
Thresholds 

55 55 550 150 55 

Significant? No No No No No 
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shown, the proposed emissions from reclamation activities are well below the thresholds 
of significance and less than significant air quality impacts are expected. 
 

Table 3 
Dawson Canyon Facility Reclamation Plan (SMP No. 197R1) 
Estimated Air Pollutant Daily Emissions and Significance 

Scenario Year: 2024 
Source: Air Quality and GHG Assessment, Lilburn 2024. 
Emission Sources: SCAQMD & EMFAC2017 Emission Factors for off-road mobile and on-road mobile vehicles; 
Particulate Matter Emission Factors - SCAQMD, July 2010; & AP-42 Section 13.2.2 EPA, November 2006. 
* Dust related PM2.5 = 0.208 of PM10 (CEIDARS List) 
 
Note that if the daily totals for the approximately 15 days of short-term construction were added to the annual 
totals in Table 2, total emissions would still be well below the CEQA thresholds. 
 
SCAQMD Regulatory Measures to Control Air Emissions 
 
As part of compliance with SCAQMD Rules 403, 403.1, and 1157 to limit and prevent dust 
emissions from construction and earthmoving activities, Corona Clay is required to 
implement the following measures: 
 

• Corona Clay maintains and annually renews its air quality permit(s) to operate the 
clay processing facility from the SCAQMD with water sprays and covers for dust 
suppression; 

 ROG NOx CO PM10 PM2.5 

Equipment 
Hours 
/ Day 

Lbs/Da
y Lbs/Day Lbs/Day Lbs/Day Lbs/Day 

Loader 8 0.47 2.5 3.46 0.11 0.102 

Dozer 8 0.67 3.90 4.07 0.202 0.185 

Dump Truck 8 <0.01 0.03 0.01 <0.01 <0.01 

Water truck 4 <0.01 0.02 0.01 <0.01 <0.01 

       
Fugitive 

Dust 
(dozing, 

loading, un-
loading, & 
stockpiles) 

8 --- --- --- 18.1 3.8* 

Emissions 
Totals 

 1.14 6.45 7.54 18.41 4.09* 

 CEQA 
Construction 
Thresholds 

75 100 550 150 55 

Significant? No No No No No 
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• Water spray unpaved roads, active grading areas, and stockpiles so that no dust is 
visible more than 100 feet from any activity, equipment, storage pile, or disturbed 
area on-site; 

• Limit speeds on unpaved internal roads to 15 mph; 

• Water spray prior to and during material loading, unloading, and transferring 
activities; 

• Operations shall be suspended when wind speeds (as instantaneous gusts) exceed 
25 miles per hour; 

• All loaded trucks egressing from the subject property shall be properly trimmed with 
a 6-inch freeboard height and/or covered and sprayed with water so as to minimize 
dust and prevent spillage onto the public roadway in compliance with California 
Vehicle Code No. 23114. In the event that spillage onto the paved road does occur, 
the said spillage shall be removed from the road right-of-way. 

• Commercial power shall continue be used for clay processing facility operations. 

• During operations, trucks and vehicles in loading and unloading queues will have 
their engines turned off when not in use for more than five minutes to reduce idling 
and vehicle emissions. (Note that this reduced idling limitation measure is required 
under Title 13, California Code of Regulations, Section 2485 Airborne Toxic Control 
Measure to Limit Diesel-Fueled Commercial Motor Vehicle Idling. These are CARB 
enforced regulations; the on-site operator supervises vehicles that access the site 
for loading and unloading and off-road trucks and equipment to comply with this 
regulation). 

• Maintain and tune all equipment according to manufacturer’s specifications; and  

• Comply with all existing and future CARB and SCAQMD regulations related to diesel-
fueled trucks and equipment, which may include among others: (1) meeting more 
stringent emission standards; (2) retrofitting existing engines with particulate traps; 
(3) use of low sulfur fuel; and (4) use of alternative fuels or equipment. 

 
In addition, water storage tanks are located at each track and water is sprayed onto the 
tracks via agricultural type pipes and sprinklers to control dust and to compact the track 
surface.   
 
Mitigation for diesel emissions from equipment and trucks are embedded in the 
compliance for all diesel fueled engines, trucks, and equipment with the statewide CARB 
Diesel Reduction Plan. These measures are implemented by CARB in phases with new rules 
imposed on existing and new mobile diesel-fueled engines. These measures are considered 
regulatory and are therefore not considered mitigation measures. Less than significant 
impacts would occur, and no mitigation measures are required. 
 
c & d) Less Than Significant Impact.  A residence located approximately 0.25 miles to the 
southeast of the nearest test track is the nearest sensitive receptor.  No additional activities 
or increase in existing activities are proposed under the CUP; only emissions from existing 
operations. Therefore, the Project would not create any new impacts to sensitive receptors 
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or create substantial odors. Less than significant impacts are expected, and no mitigation 
measures required. 
 
Mitigation:   No mitigation is required.  
 
Monitoring:   No monitoring is required. 
 
BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES  Would the project: 
7. Wildlife & Vegetation 

a) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted 
Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Conservation 
Community Plan, or other approved local, regional, or 
state conservation plan? 

    

b) Have a substantial adverse effect, either 
directly or through habitat modifications, on any 
endangered, or threatened species, as listed in Title 14 
of the California Code of Regulations (Sections 670.2 
or 670.5) or in Title 50, Code of Federal Regulations 
(Sections 17.11 or 17.12)? 

    

c) Have a substantial adverse effect, either 
directly or through habitat modifications, on any 
species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special 
status species in local or regional plans, policies, or 
regulations, or by the California Department of Fish 
and Wildlife or U. S. Wildlife Service? 

    

d) Interfere substantially with the movement of 
any native resident or migratory fish or wildlife 
species or with established native resident or 
migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use of 
native wildlife nursery sites? 

    

e) Have a substantial adverse effect on any 
riparian habitat or other sensitive natural community 
identified in local or regional plans, policies, and 
regulations or by the California Department of Fish 
and Game or U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service? 

    

f) Have a substantial adverse effect on State or 
federally protected wetlands (including, but not 
limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through 
direct removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or 
other means? 

    

g) Conflict with any local policies or ordinances 
protecting biological resources, such as a tree 
preservation policy or ordinance? 

    

 
Source(s):  GIS database, WRCMSHCP, HANS 2278 Final Map, General Biological 
Assessment (Hernandez Environmental Services, August 2020), Western Riverside County 



 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less 
Than 

Significant 
Impact 

No 
Impact 

 

Corona Clay IS/MND Page 26 of 76     August 2024   

Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan Consistency Analysis (WSP, May 2021, updated 
January 2024), Supplemental Addendum to the DBESP (WSP July 2024), County Project 
Application Materials 
 

Findings of Fact:    
 

a) Less than Significant Impact with Mitigation Incorporated. Hernandez Environmental 
Services (HES) prepared a General Biological Assessment (GBA) for the Project (August 
2020). The GBA noted that the County of Riverside, acting as the lead agency for the Project, 
is a permittee under the WRCMSHCP and, therefore, is afforded coverage under the state 
or federal Endangered Species Acts (ESAs) for impacts to listed species covered by the 
MSHCP. WSP Inc. prepared the Western Riverside County Multiple Species Habitat 
Conservation Plan Consistency Analysis (May 2021, updated 2023).  
 

The project site has an elevation range from approximately 955 to 1,205 feet above mean 
sea level (AMSL) and is predominantly hilly terrain cut by Dawson Canyon and its associated 
drainage. The Dawson Canyon drainage is a tributary to Temescal Wash, which is just off-
site to the southwest. Surrounding areas are largely undeveloped with scattered rural 
residences and rural businesses. 
 

Most project features are already completed and are permanent impacts. Future 
permanent impacts will be caused by construction of sediment basins and a single-family 
home. No temporary project impacts have been identified or are anticipated, but 
reclamation of one acre in APN 283-190-021, which is to be included in conservation habitat 
may be considered as such. The project site contains three vegetation communities as 
mapped in the GBA: coastal sage scrub (approx. 34 acres), chaparral (1 acre), and alluvial fan 
sage scrub (9.7 acres). Developed/disturbed lands consist of the clay processing facility, 
motorcycle tracks, model plane field, storage, and roads on approximately 60 acres (refer 
to Figure 2.) 
 

In accordance with WRCMSHCP Criteria Cell development standards and in conjunction 
with the County of Riverside conservation requirements, the Project Proponent initiated 
Habitat Acquisition and Negotiation Strategy HANS02278 (HANS 2278). The parcel report 
for the project shows a status of “Applied.” HANS 2278 designated approximately 59.7 acres 
of the Project Site for development and roads and approximately 50.8 acres for 
conservation habitat (see Figure 3). The HANS 2278 became the guiding document for the 
2018 Agreement and the subsequent GPA, CZ, and CUP by defining those areas of existing 
and continuing development uses and those areas to be designated for conservation 
habitat.  
 

In summary from the Consistency Analysis, the entire project site is within four MSHCP 
Criteria Cells: 2937, 2934, 3039 and 3041. All cells are in Subunit 3 Temescal Wash West of 
the Temescal Canyon Area Plan in the Gavilan Habitat Management Unit (HMU). Cells 2937, 
3039, 3041 are in Cell Group F of the area plan and Cell 2934 is in Cell Group E (see Figure 4).  
 

Conservation within Cell Group F will contribute to assembly of the proposed extension of 
Existing Core 2. Areas conserved within this cell group will be connected to a variety of 
uplands and wetlands proposed for conservation in Cell Group E to the north, Cell Group G 
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to the south, and to coastal sage scrub habitat proposed for conservation in Cells 2937 and 
2935 in the Lake Matthews Area Plan to the north. Conservation within this cell group will 
range from 65%-75% of the cell group focusing on the central and eastern portions of the 
cell group. 
 

Conservation within Cell Group E will contribute to assembly of proposed extension of 
Existing Core 2. Areas conserved within this cell group will be connected to a variety of 
uplands and wetlands proposed for conservation in Cell Group D to the north and Cell 
Group F to the south. Conservation within this cell group will range from 65%-75% of the 
cell group focusing on the central portions of the cell group. 
 

The subject project is at the center of Cell Group F, so is important to the group’s goal of 
conservation of “65%-75% of the cell group focusing on the central and eastern portions of 
the cell group” and for connections (linkages) to Cell Group E to the north, Cell Group G to 
the south, and to coastal sage scrub habitat proposed for conservation in Cell 2937. Lands 
proposed for conservation on the project parcels will accomplish all of these connectivity 
goals, including extension of Existing Core 2 by preserving undeveloped space running 
across the property from west to east across the northernmost and the southern project 
site, including the Dawson Canyon drainage. North to south connectivity will be preserved 
along the western and eastern edges of the site. Only a small portion of the northern edge 
of the project property occurs within eastern Cell Group E, but this portion will contribute 
to the goals of that group by extending Existing Core 2, conserving coastal sage scrub, and 
connecting (linking) to Cell Group F to the south. Approximately 45% of the site (49.95 acres) 
will be conserved to meet MSHCP goals and to mitigate past and future impacts. 
 

A summary of the project’s relationship to biological issues and goals for the Temescal 
Wash West Subunit include (Consistency Analysis, WSP 2021, updated 2024): 
 

• Conserve existing wetlands in Temescal Wash with a focus on conservation of 
existing riparian, woodland, coastal sage scrub, alluvial fan scrub and open water 
habitats.  
(Project contains part of Temescal Wash floodplain, including alluvial fan scrub. Most 
of this approximately 6-acre area west of Park Canyon Drive is proposed for 
conservation, so will contribute to this goal.) 

 

• Conserve upland habitat adjacent to Temescal Wash to augment existing upland 
conservation in the Lake Mathews/Estelle Mountain Reserve areas and provide for 
contiguous connection of upland habitat blocks from the existing reserve to 
Temescal Wash. Conservation should focus on blocks of existing upland habitat 
east of Temescal Wash connecting to the Lake Mathews/Estelle Mountain Reserve.  
(Project is immediately east of Temescal Wash and contains part of the floodplain. 
Conservation on-site will contribute to this goal). 

 

• Conserve habitat for least Bell’s vireo and southwestern willow flycatcher along 
Temescal Wash.  
(Project does not contain any habitat for these species, so will not contribute to this 
goal). 
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• Conserve clay soils supporting sensitive plant species known to occur in the 

Temescal Area Plan.  
(No clay soils are mapped on-site, however clay mining was a past use of the project 
property, so it presumably has or had lenses of clay soil within the mapped soil units. 
At a minimum, Ramona soils are known to contain some clay content and are 
present in the southern project site where there are also depressional features. 
Portions of this southern area are planned for conservation by the project and may 
potentially contain soil capable of supporting these species now or in the future.) 
 

• Conserve floodplain areas supporting sensitive plant species known to occur in the 
Temescal Area Plan including peninsular spine flower, smooth tarplant and 
Coulter’s matilija poppy.  
(The project site west of Park Canyon Drive contains alluvial fan sage scrub in the 
Temescal Wash floodplain. These plant species were not found during focused 
surveys, but the planned conservation of this habitat may provide land capable of 
supporting these species in the future). 
 

• Provide for and maintain a continuous linkage along Temescal Wash from the 
southern boundary of the Temescal Area Plan to the Santa Ana River. 
(Project plans to conserve part of the Temescal Wash floodplain, so will contribute to 
this goal). 
 

• Maintain core and linkage habitat for bobcat.  
(Proposed project conservation will contribute to both of these goals). 
 

• Maintain linkage area for mountain lion.  
(Proposed project conservation will contribute to this goal). 
 

• Maintain linkage area for Stephens’ kangaroo rat along Temescal Wash.  
(Project plans to conserve part of the Temescal Wash floodplain, so will contribute to 
this goal). 

 
The Project Site is located within MSHCP defined areas requiring surveys for narrow 
endemic plant species including: California Orcutt Grass (Orcuttia californica), Hammitt’s 
clay-cress (Sibaropsis hammittii), many-stemmed dudleya (Dudleya multicaulis), Munz’s 
onion (Allium munzii), San Diego ambrosia (Ambrosia pumila), San Miguel savory 
(Clinopodium chandleri), slender-horned spineflower (Dodecahema leptoceras), 
spreading navarretia (Navarretia fossalis), and Wright’s trichoronis (Trichocoronis wrightii 
var. wrightii). Focused surveys were conducted in 2019 with negative results (Montijo 2019, 
attached in Appendix C of Consistency Analysis). 
 
The Project Site is within MSHCP defined area requiring surveys for criterial area plant 
species including: thread-leaved brodiaea (Brodiaea filifolia), Davidson's saltscale (Atriplex 
serenana var. davidsonii), Parish's brittlescale (Atriplex parishii), smooth tarplant 
(Centromadia [Hemizonia] pungens ssp. laevis), round-leaved filaree (California [Erodium] 
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macrophyllum), Coulter's goldfields (Lasthenia glabrata ssp. coulteri), and little mousetail 
(Myosurus minimus ssp. apus), . Focused surveys were conducted in 2019 with negative 
results (Montijo 2019, attached in Appendix C of Consistency Analysis). 
 
In addition, the Project Site is located within the MSHCP burrowing owl (Athene 
cunicularia) survey area. Based on the presence of suitable habitat documented during 
the habitat assessment, focused surveys are required as part of the project review process. 
Suitable habitat, potential burrow sites, and California ground squirrels (Otospermophilus 
beecheyi) are present on-site. A focused survey was conducted in 2019 with negative results 
(HES 2020, attached in Appendix C of the Consistency Analysis). Focused burrowing owl 
surveys will be required for any new project activities as outlined in the MSHCP. Mitigation 
Measure BIO-1, listed below, will be implemented.  
 
The project site contains suitable nesting habitat for birds protected under state code 
(California Legislative Information 2021) and the federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) 
(USFWS 2021). These include most native bird species and impacts to them are not covered 
by the MSHCP. Preconstruction surveys will also be required prior to any new project 
activities per Mitigation Measure BIO-2. 
 
The MSHCP indicates that the project area does not lie within a sensitive amphibian 
survey area or within any mammal species survey areas. Therefore, no focused surveys 
were required. 
 
On-site and adjacent vegetation is unsuitable habitat for state and federally listed riparian 
bird species such as the least Bell’s vireo (Vireo bellii pusillus), southwestern willow 
flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), or western yellow-billed cuckoo (Coccyzus 
americanus occidentalis). 
 
The MSHCP includes protection of species associated with riparian/riverine areas and 
vernal pools. The project area contains drainages in the form of dry washes that would be 
expected to carry water only during and immediately after rain events. As mapped in the 
jurisdictional delineation (Hernandez Environmental Services 2020a), these include the 
Dawson Canyon drainage, two small un-named drainages in the northwestern site corner, 
and one small un-named drainage in the northeastern site corner. The sandy bottomed 
wash beds are intermittently vegetated primarily with upland plant species. There are 
some small patches of riparian vegetation within the drainages including mulefat 
(Baccharis salicifolia), and coast live oak (Quercus agrifolia) along the wash.  There are no 
wetlands. 
 
These drainages appear to qualify as riparian/riverine areas, and they empty directly from 
the western project area into the Temescal Wash floodplain. The on-site drainages are 
proposed for conservation, and under the MSHCP, the off-site Temescal Wash is to become 
a continuous linkage from the southern boundary of the Temescal Area Plan to the Santa 
Ana River and also a part of the proposed extension of Existing Core 2.  
 
The project avoids the drainages, has installed water quality basins, and will install 
additional stormwater desiltation basins per its Storm Water Pollution Protection Plan 
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(SWPPP) and Sediment Control & Drainage Report (K&A Engineering (July 2020) to avoid 
downstream impacts to the Conservation Areas. The Guidelines Pertaining to the 
Urban/Wildlands Interface discussed below shall be followed. No new impacts to on-site 
drainages or downstream impacts to the Conservation Area are anticipated. 
 
There are potential areas of vernal pool and fairy shrimp habitat currently identified on-
site. These  areas were identified during the dry season because they exhibited indicators 
of wet season inundation. Note that there were no inundated areas during the 2020 – 2021 
wet season due to lack of precipitation. Wet season surveys were conducted in the 2021-
2022 season beginning at the first rainfall inundation of fall 2021 and concluding when the 
rainy season ended, and all pools had dried. A 2022 dry season survey was then performed 
on all pools identified during the prior wet season. No special status fairy shrimp were 
detected. Only the common variety fairy shrimp (Branchinecta lindahli) is present. 
 
All onsite drainages are proposed for conservation by the project, however the County 
required that a Determination of Biologically Equivalent or Superior Preservation (DBESP) 
report be prepared for past impacts associated with construction of Test Track 6B. That 
DBESP is attached in Appendix C (Western Riverside County Multiple Species Habitat 
Conservation Plan Consistency Analysis; WSP 2024).  
 
The project site is immediately adjacent to the Public Quasi-Public El Sobrante Landfill 
HCP and is approximately 0.25 miles west of RCA MSHCP Conserved Lands of the “Toscana 
Donation Phase 2.” No direct impacts to these conserved lands are anticipated. Indirect 
edge effect impacts are possible, but unlikely where APN 283-190-022 touches the 
southwest corner of the HCP. Existing project impacts are approximately 500 feet 
southwest of the Conservation Area at that point. Also, portions of the project site are 
proposed to become a part of the Conservation Area and will then be subject to edge 
effects as well.   
 
MSHCP Urban/Wildlands Interface Guidelines (UWIG) are intended to address indirect 
effects associated with locating development in proximity to the MSHCP Conservation Area 
with respect to drainage, toxics, lighting, noise, barriers, grading/land development, and 
invasives. The project site is immediately adjacent to lands which are conserved as PQP, 
and portions of the project site are proposed to become a part of the Conservation Area as 
well. The existing project in proximity to the MSHCP Conservation Area may result in “edge 
effects” that could adversely affect biological resources within the MSHCP Conservation 
Area. To minimize such edge effects, the MSHCP UWIG included in the WRCMSHCP and 
the Consistency Analysis and included in the CUP project description shall be included as 
conditions and implemented by the project applicant for development in proximity to the 
MSHCP Conservation Areas.  
 
The WRCMSHCP includes standard Best Management Practices (BMPs) from Volume I, 
Appendix C and are listed in the Consistency Analysis (Section 9). These BMPs shall be 
implemented as applicable to avoid additional impacts to biological resources. 
 
Based on the assessment above and the Consistency Analysis and with the proposed 
conservation, restoration, and implementation of mitigation measures, BMPs, and 
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conditions of approval, the project will be consistent with the goals and objectives of the 
MSHCP and a less than significant impact with mitigation incorporated is expected.  
 
The Project also includes SMP 197R1 for the purpose of reclaiming and revegetating with 
local native plant species a one-acre over-steepened slope. This will occur in a previously 
disturbed area.  No new land disturbing activities are expected.  
 
With the adoption of HANS No. 2278, adherence to County of Riverside and WRCMSHCP 
requirements, BMPs, and conditions of approval, and implementation of Mitigation 
Measures BIO-1 to protect burrowing owl, -2 to protect nesting birds, and -3 to monitor on-
site activities on undisturbed areas, a less than significant impact with mitigation 
incorporated would occur.  
 
b, c) Less than Significant Impact with Mitigation Incorporated. The WRCMSHCP 
provides protection for a number of listed species and habitat. The Project Site is located 
within MSHCP defined areas requiring surveys for narrow endemic plant species and 
criterial area plant species. Focused surveys were conducted in 2019 with negative results 
(Montijo 2019). On-site and adjacent vegetation is unsuitable habitat for state and federally 
listed riparian bird species such as the least Bell’s vireo, southwestern willow flycatcher, or 
western yellow-billed cuckoo. 
 
The proposed project includes a CUP in conjunction with a GPA, an SMP, and CZ to facilitate 
the entitlement of existing on-site uses and to reclaim a one-acre slope area and 
implement the Settlement Agreement between the County and Corona Clay. No new land 
disturbing activities are planned; therefore, no new impacts are likely. 
 
Based on the assessment above and the WRCMSHCP Consistency Analysis, the proposed 
project was determined to be consistent with the goals and objectives of the MSHCP with 
the proposed conservation, restoration, and implementation of Mitigation Measures BIO-1 
to protect burrowing owl, -2 to protect nesting birds, and -3 to monitor onsite activities on 
undisturbed areas, BMPs, and conditions of approval. Therefore, the proposed project is not 
expected to Interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident or migratory 
fish or wildlife species or with established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors or 
impede the use of native wildlife nursery sites and a less than significant impact with 
mitigation incorporated is expected.  

 
d) Less than Significant Impact with Mitigation Incorporated. Temescal Creek or Wash 
is a riparian corridor present in the southwest portion of the Project Site with alluvial fan 
sage scrub habitat that will not be impacted by the proposed project. The project area also 
contains drainages in the form of dry washes including the Dawson Canyon drainage, two 
small un-named drainages in the northwestern site corner, and one small un-named 
drainage in the northeastern site corner. Temescal Creek, the above drainages and the 
conservation areas will be used for shelter, forage, and wildlife movement. No new land 
disturbing activities are planned.  therefore, no new impacts would occur. Based on the 
assessment above and the WRCMSHCP Consistency Analysis, the proposed project was 
determined to be consistent with the goals and objectives of the MSHCP with the proposed 
conservation, restoration, and implementation of Mitigation Measures BIO-1 to protect 
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burrowing owl, -2 to protect nesting birds, and -3 to monitor onsite activities on 
undisturbed areas, BMPs, and conditions of approval. Therefore, the proposed project is not 
expected to have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat 
modifications, on any endangered, or threatened species and a less than significant impact 
with mitigation incorporated is expected.  
 
e) Less than Significant Impact. The project area contains ephemeral drainages with 
upland vegetation that would be expected to carry water only during and immediately 
after rain events. As mapped in the jurisdictional delineation (Hernandez Environmental 
Services 2020a), these include the Dawson Canyon drainage, two small un-named 
drainages in the northwestern site corner, and one small un-named drainage in the 
northeastern site corner and consist of approximately 2 acres. The southwest portion of the 
project site that is not to be disturbed consists of approximately 7.5 acres along the east 
side of Temescal Wash with alluvial fan sage scrub. There are no wetlands. 
 
The on-site drainages are proposed for conservation, and under the MSHCP, the off-site 
Temescal Wash is to become a continuous linkage from the southern boundary of the 
Temescal Area Plan to the Santa Ana River and also a part of the proposed extension of 
Existing Core 2. The project avoids the drainages, has installed water quality basins, and will 
install additional stormwater desiltation basins per its Storm Water Pollution Protection 
Plan (SWPPP) and a Sediment Control & Drainage Report  (K&A Engineering (July 2020) to 
avoid downstream impacts to the Conservation Area. Less than significant impacts to on-
site drainages or downstream impacts to the Conservation Area are anticipated. 
 
If any impacts to on-site drainages and/or associated riparian habitat are planned or occur 
on-site, activities will require consultation with the CDFW, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
and the Santa Ana Regional Water Quality Control Board to determine the need for 
permits. This measure is included below as Mitigation Measure BIO-4. 
 
f)  Less than Significant Impact with Mitigation Incorporated. The project site does not 
contain federally defined wetlands (the presence of the three wetland indicators which are 
hydric soils, hydrophytic vegetation, and hydrology) but does contain 0.29-acre of nine 
isolated ephemeral depressional areas that might flood during storm events and hold 
water for a period of a few days. These nine areas were identified during the dry season 
because they exhibited indicators of wet season inundation. Note that there were no 
inundated areas during the 2020 – 2021 wet season due to lack of precipitation.  
 
Of the nine depressions identified, six fall all or partially within proposed conservation lands 
and thus will be avoided by existing and any new development. Two sites are active 
sediment control basins. An additional area is located to the south on the hilltop where 
some grading has caused man-made basins. A single-family residence is planned for this 
area and based on future surveys will avoid any shrimp habitat.  
 
Three species of fairy shrimp are of concern to the MSHCP: Riverside fairy shrimp 
(Streptocephalus woottoni), Santa Rosa Plateau fairy shrimp (Linderiella santarosae), and 
vernal pool fairy shrimp (Branchinecta lynchi). Vernal pool fairy shrimp has been reported 
by MSHCP biologists to the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) from a location 
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approximately 2.5 miles north northeast of the project site. Regardless of whether or not 
there are records of these species in the area, the MSHCP requires fairy shrimp surveys if 
habitat is present and is potentially going to be impacted. Depressions which appeared 
capable of supporting fairy shrimp were present in several locations on-site, especially on 
the mesa in the southern site which potentially includes clay in the soil (see Figure 9, 
Western Riverside County Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan Consistency 
Analysis, WSP 2024). The settlement agreement and release (County of Riverside 2018, 
Appendix B) also stated that fairy shrimp surveys were to be conducted. Therefore, wet 
season surveys were conducted in the 2021-2022 season beginning at the first rainfall 
inundation of fall 2021 and concluding when the rainy season ended, and all pools had 
dried. A 2022 dry season survey was then performed on all pools identified during the prior 
wet season. No special status fairy shrimp were detected. Only the common variety fairy 
shrimp (Branchinecta lindahli) is present. 
 
Based on the assessment above and the WRCMSHCP Consistency Analysis, the proposed 
project was determined to be consistent with the goals and objectives of the MSHCP with 
the proposed conservation, restoration, and implementation of mitigation measures, 
BMPs, and conditions of approval. Therefore, the proposed project is not expected to have 
a substantial adverse effect on State or federally protected wetlands (including, but not 
limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct removal, filling, hydrological 
interruption, or other means and a less than significant impact with mitigation 
incorporated is expected.  
 
g)  No Impact. The discussion in Section 7a determined that the proposed project would 
be consistent with the goals and objectives of the MSHCP with the implementation of the 
proposed conservation, restoration, mitigation measures, BMPs, and conditions of 
approval.  
 
No trees are expected to be impacted by the Project. However, if any project activities have 
the potential to impact on-site oak and native trees, a survey of oak and native trees will be 
required, and conservation measures implemented to comply with Riverside County 
Ordinance 559. No impacts are expected.   
 
Mitigation: 
 

BIO-1: A pre-construction burrowing owl clearance survey shall be conducted 
prior to any vegetation removal or new ground disturbing activities on 
undisturbed areas to ensure burrowing owls are absent from the survey 
area. The clearance survey shall be conducted in accordance with the 
CDFW 2012 Staff Report on Burrowing Owl Mitigation. Two pre-construction 
clearance surveys shall be conducted 14-30 days and 24 hours prior to any 
vegetation removal or new ground disturbing activities throughout all 
areas determined to support suitable habitat for burrowing owls. 

 
 If burrowing owl or an occupied burrow is observed on-site during the 

survey, avoidance, minimization and mitigation recommendations in the 
CDFW 2012 Staff Report shall be implemented.  
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BIO-2: Vegetation removal shall be conducted outside of the nesting season for 

migratory birds to avoid direct impacts. The migratory bird nesting season 
is generally between February 1st and August 31halthough some bird species 
could potentially nest outside of these dates. If vegetation removal occurs 
during the migratory bird nesting season, between February 1 and August 
31, pre-construction nesting bird surveys shall be performed within three 
days prior to vegetation removal. If active nests are found during nesting 
bird surveys, they shall be flagged, and a 300-foot buffer shall be fenced 
around the nests (500 feet for raptors). 

 
BIO-3 A biological monitor shall visit the site once a week during ground 

disturbing activities for reclamation to ensure all fencing is in place and no 
sensitive species are being impacted.  

 
BIO-4: Any impacts to on-site drainages and/or associated riparian habitat will 

require consultation with the CDFW, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and 
the Santa Ana Regional Water Quality Control Board to determine the need 
for permits that must be obtained. Any impacts to WRCMSHCP 
riparian/riverine resources would also require preparation of an MSHCP 
Determination of Biologically Equivalent or Superior Preservation (DBESP). 

 
Monitoring: Survey results from the required conditions, BMPs, and mitigation measures 
shall be provided to the Planning Department prior to disturbance of undisturbed areas. 
Reclamation and revegetation associated with existing permitted mine operations shall 
continue to be monitored during the County’s annual mine inspection.  
 
CULTURAL RESOURCES  Would the project: 
8. Historic Resources 

a) Alter or destroy a historic site? 
    

b) Cause a substantial adverse change in the 
significance of a historical resource, pursuant to 
California Code of Regulations, Section 15064.5? 

    

 
Source(s):   Project Application Materials, Phase I Cultural Resources Assessment prepared 
by CRM TECH (December 2017). 
 
Findings of Fact:  
 
a, b) Less than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated.  In December 2017, CRM TECH 
prepared a Phase I Cultural Resources Assessment for the Prepared Project (available at 
County offices for review). The Phase I included a historical/archeological resources records 
search, historical background research, consultation with Native American representatives, 
and systematic field survey. During the field survey, the remains of a wood-and-metal 
chute, which was determined to be historical in age and associated with the clay mining 
operations nearby, was noted on a south-facing hillside in the northwestern portion of the 



 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less 
Than 

Significant 
Impact 

No 
Impact 

 

Corona Clay IS/MND Page 37 of 76     August 2024   

Project Site, occupying a roughly 65x40-foot area. The site was recorded into the California 
Historical Resources Inventory as a result of this study and was subsequently designated 
33-028055 by the Eastern Information Center (EIC) that serves as the State of California’s 
official cultural resource records repository for the County of Riverside.  
 
CRM TECH found that Site 33-028055 is the only potential “historical resource” identified 
within or adjacent to the Project Site. Once a part of the clay transportation system from a 
mining pit north of the Project Site to the highway and railway on the valley floor below, 
the chute was abandoned when it was rendered obsolete by the advent of better trucks 
and, ultimately, the removal of the rail line in the 1970s. 
 
The features recorded at Site 33-028055 are considered to be dilapidated, and barely 
recognizable as the remnants of a chute. As such, they retain poor historic integrity to relate 
to their original historic context, namely the clay-mining industry in the Temescal Valley. As 
the fragmented remains of a minor element in the clay-mining industry, the site does not 
demonstrate a particularly close or important association with this pattern of events or any 
specific events in history, nor with any persons of recognized historic significance. 
Furthermore, it does not exhibit any remarkable qualities in engineering or construction, 
nor does it hold the potential for any important historical information. 
 
CRM TECH concluded that Site 33-028055 is not eligible for listing in the California Register 
of Historical Resources and does not qualify as a historical resource under CEQA guidelines. 
No other potential historical resources were encountered with the exception of a few paved 
and unpaved roads, all built-environment features present in the Project Site are modern 
in origin, and the roads, as working components of the modern infrastructure, do not 
demonstrate any distinctively historical character to be considered potential historical 
resources. Although no historical resources were identified during the Phase I Cultural 
Resources Assessment, the potential to uncover previously unidentified cultural resources 
remains and therefore Mitigation Measure CR-1 and Mitigation Measure CR-2 shall be 
implemented to ensure that less than significant impacts occur. 
 
Mitigation: 
 

CR-1: In the event archaeological and/or historical resources are uncovered 
during earthmoving activities, all work in that area shall cease 
immediately and a qualified archeologist shall be retained to assess the 
findings, and if necessary, provide appropriate disposition of the resources. 
Earthmoving shall be diverted temporarily around the deposits until they 
have been evaluated, recorded, excavated, and/or recovered as necessary. 
Earthmoving shall be allowed to proceed on the site when the 
archaeologist, in consultation with the appropriate Native American 
Tribe(s) and the County of Riverside, determines the resources are 
recovered to their satisfaction. 

 
CR-2: If possible human remains are encountered during any earthmoving 

activities, all work shall stop immediately in the area in which the find(s) 
are present, and the Riverside County Coroner must be notified. County 
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planning and the owner of the site shall also be called and informed of the 
discovery. Disturbing human remains is against federal and state laws and 
there are criminal/civil penalties including fines and/or time in jail up to 
several years. The coroner will determine if the bones are 
historic/archaeological or a modern legal case. 

 
State law dictates that the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) 
shall be notified in the event that remains are determined to be human and 
of Native American decent, in accordance with California Public Resources 
Code Section 5097.98. 

 
Monitoring: Employees/contractors will be required to stop work and avoid any potential 
historical and archaeological resources or human remains if uncovered during ground-
disturbing activities and report findings to the County. 
 
 
9. Archaeological Resources 

a) Alter or destroy an archaeological site? 
    

b) Cause a substantial adverse change in the 
significance of an archaeological resource, pursuant 
to California Code of Regulations, Section 15064.5? 

    

c) Disturb any human remains, including those 
interred outside of formal cemeteries? 

    

Source(s):   Phase I Cultural Resources Assessment (CRM Tech, December 2017), Project 
Application Materials.  
 
Findings of Fact:    
 
a, b) Less than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated. During the 2017 CRM TECH 
historical/archaeological resources records search conducted at the EIC maps and records 
on file for previously identified cultural resources in or near the Project Site and existing 
cultural resources reported within the vicinity of the Site were examined. According to EIC 
records, in all over 80% of the land within the scope of the records search has been 
surveyed, which resulted in the identification of 27 historical sites and 12 isolates (i.e., 
localities with fewer than three artifacts) within a one-mile radius of the Project Site. CRM 
TECH concluded that none of the recorded sites or isolates were found within or adjacent 
to the Project Site and therefore none of them require further consideration. Although no 
cultural resources were identified within the Project Site, the potential to uncover 
previously unidentified archaeological resources remains. Therefore, Mitigation Measure 
CR-1, listed in Section 8, above, shall be implemented to ensure that less than significant 
impacts occur. 
 
c) Less than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated. The Phase I Cultural Resources 
Assessment prepared by CRM TECH concluded that the Project would not disturb human 
remains, including those interred outside of formal cemeteries. The potential to uncover 
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previously unidentified human remains persists, however, and therefore Mitigation 
Measure CR-2, listed in Section 8, above, shall be implemented to ensure that less than 
significant impacts occur. 
 
Mitigation: Mitigation Measures CR-1 and CR-2 are listed in Section 8, above. 
 
Monitoring: Required monitoring associated with Mitigation Measures CR-1 and CR-2 is 
listed in Section 8, above. 
 
 
ENERGY  Would the project: 
10. Energy Impacts 

a) Result in potentially significant environmental 
impacts due to wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary 
consumption of energy resources, during project 
construction or operation? 

    

b) Conflict with or obstruct a State or Local plan 
for renewable energy or energy efficiency? 

    

Source(s):   Riverside County General Plan, Riverside County Climate Action Plan Update 
2019  (“CAP Update”), Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Assessment (Lilburn 2024), and 
Project Application Materials. 
 
Findings of Fact:    
 
a) Less than Significant. The Project Site is currently serviced by Southern California Edison 
Company. The Project does not propose any new development and is expected to result in 
a less than significant impact due to wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary consumption 
energy resources during project operation.  The Project shall adhere to applicable the 
Riverside County’s CAP Update and Air Quality Element: Energy Efficiency and 
Conservation Policies including energy efficiency measures if new or updated structures 
are constructed. 
 
Additionally, the Project Site imports and recycles broken clay tiles and pipes, etc. and 
recycles these materials into landscape materials; thus, reducing the amount of material 
mined and the amount of material disposed in County landfills. Less than significant 
impacts would occur. 
 
b) No Impact. The Project Site is currently serviced by Southern California Edison Company. 
The Project is not expected to conflict with any State or Local plan for renewable energy or 
energy efficiency. Existing buildings and facilities located on-site would be inspected and 
permitted through the County Department of Building and Safety as needed. If any 
buildings or facilities are unable to be repaired to meet Building Code and energy efficiency 
requirements, they will be removed.  No impacts would occur. 
 
Mitigation:   No mitigation is required.  
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Monitoring:   No monitoring is required. 
 
 
GEOLOGY AND SOILS  Would the project directly or indirectly:  
11. Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zone or 

County Fault Hazard Zones 
a) Be subject to rupture of a known earthquake 

fault, as delineated on the most recent Alquist-Priolo 
Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issued by the State 
Geologist for the area or based on other substantial 
evidence of a known fault? 

    

 
Source(s):   General Plan Safety Element, Figures S-1 and S-2, GIS database, County 
Geologist Comments, Dawson Canyon Reclamation Plan SMP No. 197R1, Slope Stability 
Report (CHJ Consultants, March 2017) 
Findings of Fact:    
 
a) Less Than Significant Impact.  The Project Site is located in seismically active southern 
California with numerous fault systems in the region. According to Riverside County’s Map 
My County (GIS database), the Project Site is not located within an Alquist-Priolo 
Earthquake Fault Zone as designated by the State of California. The closest known faults 
are the Glen Ivy North and South segments of the Elsinore fault zone located about 1.5 miles 
southwest of the site. The Project Site is not expected to experience ground fault rupture 
given the Project Site’s distance from the nearest fault. CHJ Consultants prepared a Slope 
Stability Report for SMP No. 197R1 in March 2015 (available at County offices for review). As 
stated in the Slope Stability Report, CHJ Consultants did not identify any local active faults 
within the site area during their review of published and unpublished literature and maps, 
stereoscopic aerial photographs and field mapping. Accordingly, ground fault rupture in 
the slope area is not expected. The Project Site is not expected to experience ground fault 
rupture given the Project Site’s distance from the nearest fault. Furthermore, existing 
buildings and facilities will be inspected and permitted through the County Department of 
Building and Safety as needed. If any buildings or facilities are unable to be repaired to 
meet Building Code requirements, they will be removed. Less than significant impacts 
would occur. 
 
Mitigation:   No mitigation is required.  
 
Monitoring:   No monitoring is required. 
 
 
12. Liquefaction Potential Zone  

a) Be subject to seismic-related ground failure, 
including liquefaction? 

    

 
Source(s):   General Plan Safety Element, Figure S-3, GIS database, Slope Stability Report  
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Findings of Fact:    
 
a) Less Than Significant Impact.  According to Riverside County’s Map My County (GIS 
database), the Project Site is located within an area which has low susceptibility to 
liquefaction. According to the Slope Stability Report, bedrock underlies the proposed 
reclaimed slope and is not susceptible to liquefaction. Based on the presence of non-
liquefiable bedrock, the potential for liquefaction and other shallow groundwater-related 
hazards at the site is considered to be very low. Therefore, the Project shall adhere to the 
applicable policies listed in the Safety Element of the Riverside County General Plan. 
Furthermore, existing buildings and facilities will be inspected and permitted through the 
County Department of Building and Safety as needed. If any buildings or facilities are 
unable to be repaired to meet Building Code requirements, they will be removed. Less than 
significant impacts would occur. 
 
Mitigation:   No mitigation is required.  
 
Monitoring:   No monitoring is required. 
 
 
13. Ground-shaking Zone 

a) Be subject to strong seismic ground 
shaking? 

    

 
Source(s):   Riverside County General Plan Figure S-4 “Earthquake-Induced Slope Instability 
Map,” Slope Stability Report. 
Findings of Fact:    
 
a) Less Than Significant Impact.  The Project Site is located in seismically active southern 
California with numerous fault systems in the region. According to Riverside County’s Map 
My County (GIS database), the Project Site is not located within an Alquist-Priolo 
Earthquake Fault Zone as designated by the State of California. The closest known faults 
are the Glen Ivy North and South segments of the Elsinore fault zone located about 1.5 miles 
southwest of the site. The Project, in its lifetime, will be subjected to ground shaking. 
Existing buildings and facilities on-located on-site would be inspected and permitted 
through the County Department of Building and Safety as needed. If any buildings or 
facilities are unable to be repaired to meet Building Code requirements, they will be 
removed. Therefore, less than significant impacts would occur.  
 
Mitigation:   No mitigation is required.  
 
Monitoring:   No monitoring is required. 
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14. Landslide Risk 
a) Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is 

unstable, or that would become unstable as a result 
of the project, and potentially result in on- or off-site 
landslide, lateral spreading, collapse, or rockfall 
hazards? 

    

 
Source(s):   On-site Inspection, Riverside County General Plan Safety Element Figures S-5 
and S-6, Slope Stability Report  
 
Findings of Fact:    
 
a) Less Than Significant Impact.  According to Riverside County General Plan Figure S-4, 
S-5, and S-6, the Project Site appears to be located in an area designated as having “low to 
locally moderate susceptibility to seismically induced land and rockfalls”. The one-acre area 
slope is near vertical at the toe and is approximately 40 to 70 feet high with varying heights 
and slope angles. The planned reclamation will consist of scaling back the slope to an 
overall cut slope of 1.5H:1V with two 30-foot-wide benches and a brow ditch along the pit 
rim and sides to collect any run-off. The reclaimed slope design will aid in erosion control, 
stability, site safety, and revegetation. The final reclaimed slope is designed at an overall 
1.5H: 1V slope with two 15-foot wide benches to maintain a stable condition, minimize 
surface disturbance, limit surface erosion, enhance safety conditions on-site, and meet 
SMARA and County requirements. Refer to Dawson Canyon Reclamation Plan SMP No. 
197R1, Slope Stability Report on file with the County. Less than significant impacts related 
to landslide risk would occur. 
 
Mitigation:   No mitigation is required.  
 
Monitoring:   No monitoring is required. 
 
 
15. Ground Subsidence 

a) Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is 
unstable, or that would become unstable as a result 
of the project, and potentially result in ground 
subsidence? 

    

 
Source(s):   Riverside County General Plan Figure S-7 “Documented Subsidence Areas 
Map,” Slope Stability Report  
 
Findings of Fact:    
 
a) Less Than Significant Impact.  According to Riverside County’s Map My County (GIS 
database), the Project Site is located in an area which is susceptible to subsidence. 
Therefore, the Project shall adhere to the applicable policies listed in the Safety Element of 
the County of Riverside General Plan and existing buildings and facilities would be 
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inspected and permitted through the County Department of Building and Safety as 
needed. If any buildings or facilities are unable to be repaired to meet Building Code 
requirements, they will be removed.  Less than significant impacts would occur.  
 
Mitigation:   No mitigation is required.  
 
Monitoring:   No monitoring is required. 
 
 
16. Other Geologic Hazards 

a) Be subject to geologic hazards, such as 
seiche, mudflow, or volcanic hazard? 

    

 
Source(s):   General Plan Safety Element Figure S-10, On-site Inspection, Project Application 
Materials, Slope Stability Report 
 
Findings of Fact:    
 
a) No Impact. A seiche is a standing wave in an enclosed or partially enclosed body of water. 
As stated in the Slope Stability Report, based on the presence of non-liquefiable bedrock, 
the potential for shallow groundwater-related hazards at the Project Site is considered to 
be very low. As such, the Project is not considered to be subject to seiches. Additionally, the 
Project Site is not located within an area subject to potential geologic hazards such as 
mudflow and/or volcanic activity. Existing buildings and facilities would be inspected and 
permitted through the County Department of Building and Safety as needed. If any 
buildings or facilities are unable to be repaired to meet Building Code requirements, they 
will be removed. No impacts are expected. 
 
Mitigation:   No mitigation is required.  
 
Monitoring:   No monitoring is required. 
 
 
17. Slopes 

a) Change topography or ground surface relief 
features? 

    

b) Create cut or fill slopes greater than 2:1 or 
higher than 10 feet? 

    

c) Result in grading that affects or negates 
subsurface sewage disposal systems?  

    

 
Source(s):   General Plan Safety Element, Dawson Canyon Reclamation Plan SMP No. 197R1, 
Slope Stability Report, Project Application Materials 
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Findings of Fact:    
 
a, b)  Less Than Significant Impact.  As stated in SMP No. 197R1, the final grades of the 
excavated reclaimed slopes will average about 1.5H: 1V with two intermittent benches in 
order to maintain a stable condition, minimize surface disturbance, and meet Surface 
Mining and Reclamation Act (SMARA) and County requirements. Based on geologic field 
observations and evaluation and the results of slope stability calculations as assessed by 
CHJ Consultants, the reclaimed slopes inclined at 1.5H: 1V meet or exceed County and 
Division of Mine Reclamation (DMR) criteria for slope stability, provided the 
recommendations contained in SMP No. 197R1 are implemented. Static and seismic factors 
of safety (fs) in excess of 1.5 and 1.1 are indicated for the modeled rock slope (static fs = 1.66 
and seismic fs = 1.17). A flatter slope such as a 1.5H: 1V would be approximately 100 feet in 
height and is considered to be kinematically stable.  
 
The rock mass within the proposed slope area is generally hard, competent and capable of 
forming stable slopes at the proposed gradients for reclamation. The rock structure 
includes joint systems that have been characterized by mapping and analysis to yield 
suitably stable rock slopes. CHJ did not observe geological structures that exhibit 
exceptional continuity or adverse geometry with regard to the planned slope aspect and 
that contain significant clay linings, water seepage or other potentially deleterious 
conditions during site mapping within the slope area. 
 
As stated in SMP No. 197R1, the following recommendations provided by CHJ shall be 
implemented: 
 

• Scaling of loose or dislodged blocks from bench face cuts should be performed near 
the completion of final slope excavation and any construction level. This is necessary 
as portions of finished slopes may not be accessible to scaling equipment with 
progression of excavation. 

 
• Fill associated with past benching/excavating/road building activities is present at 

the top of the existing steep slope and along existing bench surfaces. This material 
is susceptible to shallow failure when exposed in slope faces. The proposed 
reclaimed slope design should provide for removal of this fill where present in 
reclaimed slopes. Fill material adjacent to the top of the slope shall be removed a 
minimum horizontal distance of five feet and shall be cut back to 3H:1V or flatter. The 
as-built slope face shall be moisture conditioned and track rolled with a D-6 or larger 
dozer or similar piece of equipment. 
 

• Slopes shall be planted with appropriate drought-resistant vegetation that does not 
require an irrigation system.  
 

The top of slope will also have an interceptor channel and down drain to limit slope erosion. 
The slopes final grade will be parallel to the slope (horizontal) in bedrock. The slopes will 
then be hydroseeded with an approved seed mix of native plant species. There will be no 
remaining fill on the reclaimed face of the slope that could erode. In addition, the designed 
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on-site drainage takes into account the slope runoff. If needed, fiber rolls or straw bales will 
be used to address erosion.  
 
With implementation of the recommendations provided by CHJ, listed above and included 
in SMP No. 197R1, the Project is expected to have less than significant impacts regarding 
alteration of topography and creation of cut and/or fill slopes. No mitigation measures are 
required. 
 
c)  No Impact. The use of existing on-site subsurface disposal systems will be conditioned 
through the CUP. Existing facilities will be inspected and either certified through County 
Department of Environmental Health (DEH) and repaired or replaced as needed per 
County DEH or closed. Therefore, no impacts would occur.  
 
Mitigation:   No mitigation is required.  
 
Monitoring:   No monitoring is required. 
 
 
18. Soils 

a) Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of 
topsoil? 

    

b) Be located on expansive soil, as defined in 
Section 1803.5.3 of the California Building Code (2022), 
creating substantial direct or indirect risks to life or 
property? 

    

c) Have soils incapable of adequately 
supporting use of septic tanks or alternative 
wastewater disposal systems where sewers are not 
available for the disposal of wastewater? 

    

 
Source(s):   Sediment Control & Drainage Report (K&A Engineering (July 2020),  Project 
Application Materials. Dawson Canyon Reclamation Plan SMP No. 197R1, On-site Inspection 
 
Findings of Fact:    
 
a) Less Than Significant Impact. K&A Engineering prepared the Sediment Control & 
Drainage Report (K&A Engineering (July 2020), (available at County offices for review). K&A 
Engineering determined that the soils located on the Project Site contained a soil-
erodibility factor (K) of 0.4. Medium-textured soils, such as silt loam, have moderate K values 
(about 0.25 to 0.45 because they are moderately susceptible to particle detachment, and 
they produce runoff at moderate rates.  
 
Based on the Project Site’s K value of 0.4, K&A Engineering recommended a sediment basin 
to capture sediment-laden runoff at the clay processing facility and individual sediment 
basins for each track area to temporarily detain run-off under quiescent conditions, 
allowing sediment to settle out before the runoff is released. An optimally designed and 
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maintained sediment basin should be used in conjunction with a comprehensive system 
of Best Management Practices (BMPs) as included in the site’s Stormwater Pollution 
Prevention Plan (SWPPP) that includes: 
 

• Diverting runoff from undisturbed areas away from the basin. 
 

• Erosion control practices to minimize areas on-site and to provide temporary 
stabilization and interim sediment controls (e.g., silt fence, check dams, fiber rolls) 
to reduce the basin’s influent sediment concentration. 

 
Also, temporary check dams, silt fence, and fiber rolls can be added to reduce the basin’s 
influent sediment concentration. Erosion and Sediment Control will be provided during 
construction for all disturbed areas in the Project Site. With implementation of the 
proposed sediment basin, sediment traps, and BMPs, potential impacts related to soil 
erosion would be less than the existing condition. Less than significant impacts would 
occur. 
 
b) Less than Significant Impact. As stated in SMP No. 197R1, based on the Riverside 
County Flood Control & Water Conservation District Hydrology Manual the majority of the 
Project Site contains Group D soils. Group D soils are defined as: 
 

High runoff potential. Soils having very slow infiltration rates when thoroughly 
wetted and consisting chiefly of clay soils with a high swelling potential, soils with a 
permanent high-water table, soils with a claypan or clay layer at or near the surface, 
and shallow soils over nearly impervious material. These soils have a very slow rate 
of water transmission.  
 

Upon analysis, K&A Engineering determined the Project Site has a Medium Site Sediment 
Risk Factor. Additionally, existing buildings and facilities will be inspected and permitted 
through the County Department of Building and Safety as needed. Existing buildings 
and/or facilities located on-site that are unable to be repaired to meet Building Code 
requirements will be removed. Therefore, the Project is not expected to create substantial 
risks to life or property due to expansive soils. Less than significant impacts would occur. 
 
c) Less than Significant Impact. The use of existing on-site subsurface disposal systems 
will be conditioned through the CUP. Existing facilities will be inspected and either certified 
through County Department of Environmental Health (DEH) and repaired or replaced as 
needed per County DEH or closed. Therefore, less than significant impacts would occur. 
 
Mitigation:   No mitigation is required.  
 
Monitoring:   No monitoring is required. 
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19. Wind Erosion and Blowsand from project 
either on or off site. 

a) Be impacted by or result in an increase in 
wind erosion and blowsand, either on or off site? 

    

 
Source(s):   Riverside County General Plan Figure S-8 “Wind Erosion Susceptibility Map,” 
Ord. No. 460, Article XV & Ord. No. 484, Project Application Materials. 
 
Findings of Fact:    
 
a) Less Than Significant Impact. According to Riverside County General Plan Figure S-8 
“Wind Erosion Susceptibility Map,” the Project Site is located in an area that is designated 
as having a Moderate Wind Erodibility Rating. The current operations implement dust 
control measures as listed under Section 6, Air Quality. Less than significant impacts would 
occur. 
 
Mitigation:   No mitigation is required.  
 
Monitoring:   No monitoring is required. 
 
 
GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS  Would the project: 
20. Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

a) Generate greenhouse gas emissions, either 
directly or indirectly, that may have a significant 
impact on the environment? 

    

b) Conflict with an applicable plan, policy or 
regulation adopted for the purpose of reducing the 
emissions of greenhouse gases? 

    

 
Source(s):   Riverside County Climate Action Plan Update (2019), Project Application 
Materials, Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Assessment for CUP No. 3265, SMP No. 197R1, CZ 
No. 6361, and GPA No. 1144, Lilburn Corporation (updated January 2024) 
 
Findings of Fact:    
 
a, b) Less Than Significant Impact.  The County of Riverside adopted the County of 
Riverside Climate Action Plan (CAP) as part of their General Plan Amendment process in 
2015. The 2019 CAP Update was approved on December 17, 2019, and refines the County's 
efforts to meet GHG reduction strategies, specifically for the years 2035 and 2050. The 2019 
CAP Update builds upon the GHG reduction strategies in the 2015 Climate Action Plan. 
 
The CAP Update assesses the previous GHG reduction targets identified in the 2015 CAP 
and proposes new targets that are consistent with the State policies in order to meet the 
requirements of SB 32. The County of Riverside has not adopted its own thresholds of 
significance for greenhouse gas emissions. The State recommends a 15 percent reduction 
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below 2005–2008 baseline levels by 2020, a 49 percent reduction below 2008 levels by 2030, 
and an 80 percent reduction below 2008 levels by 2050. To accomplish these goals, the 
CAP Update describes Riverside County’s GHG emissions for the year 2017, projects how 
these emissions will increase into 2020, 2030, and 2050, and includes strategies to reduce 
emissions to a level consistent with the State of California’s emissions reduction targets. 
These strategies (Chapter 4 of the CAP Update) complement Riverside County’s General 
Plan policies and are consistent with Riverside County’s vision for a more sustainable 
community. 
 
CEQA guidelines support projects that lower the carbon footprint of new development and 
encourage programmatic mitigation strategies that may include reliance on adopted 
regional blueprint plans, CAPs and general plans that meet regional and local GHG 
emissions targets and that have also undergone CEQA review. The County is responsible 
for ensuring that new projects conform to these guidelines and meet the goals and 
requirements outlined in the CAP. The County implements the reduction measures for new 
development during the CEQA review through the use of a GHG Screening Table 
document (CAP - Appendix D).  
 
However, more unusual types of industrial projects including construction-type mining 
activities cannot use the Screening Tables due to the emission sources for those types of 
land uses were not incorporated within the table. In the CAP, Appendix D, the County 
determined that a project that emits less than 3,000 metric tons of carbon dioxide 
equivalent (MTCO2e) defines a small project. Therefore, the project is considered to have a  
less than significant impact and does not require the use of the Screening Tables or 
alternative GHG mitigation analysis. In addition, the SCAQMD adopted an Interim GHG 
Significance Threshold for industrial projects of 10,000 MTCO2e/year. 
 
For the existing project, on-site and mobile GHG emissions were screened using the 
SCAQMD “Air Quality Handbook” guidelines, Emission Factors for On-Road Mobile Trucks, 
Vehicles, and Motorcycles (SCAQMD/CARB EMFAC 2017), and SCAQMD Off-Road Mobile 
Source Emissions Factors (year 2024). The pollutants screened included: carbon dioxide 
(CO2), methane (CH4), and nitrous oxide (N2O). 
 
Operational clay processing facility GHG emissions include emissions from electrical 
consumption. No other GHG emissions are generated from clay processing. Therefore, 
electrical usage based on monthly electric bills for the facility operations including all other 
CUP uses were evaluated using the California Climate Action Registry General Reporting 
Protocol, 2009I; Table C.2 and SCE monthly bills. Refer to Appendix A7 for GHG electrical 
usage calculations.  
 
Project-related GHG emissions are shown in Table 4 and were compared to the CAP 
threshold of 3,000 MTCO2e and the interim SCAQMD threshold of 10,000 MTCO2e per year 
as potentially significant to global warming. Utilizing these thresholds, the CUP operations 
and activities including vehicle travel would not exceed the CAP or SCAQMD GHG 
thresholds and would not significantly impact global warming/climate change.  

 



 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less 
Than 

Significant 
Impact 

No 
Impact 

 

Corona Clay IS/MND Page 49 of 76     August 2024   

Table 4 
Greenhouse Gas  

CUP Activities - Annual Emissions (MTCO2e) 
Source/Phase CO2 CH4 N20 

On-site Equipment 41.3 5.54 negl 
On-site Vehicles 14.4 0.4 negl 
Off-site Vehicles 310.5 0.1 negl 
Electrical Usage 142.3 ---2 negl 
Reclamation Plan Emissions1 12.4 2.1 negl 
Subtotals 520.9 8.14 negl 
Total MTCO2e per year 529.04 
CAP Threshold for Small 
Projects 

3,000 

CAP Significant  No 
Threshold in MTCO2e per year 10,000 
SCAQMD Significant No 

      1 Short-term; only for 15 days during year 1. 
      2 Included under CO2 column. 
      MTCO2e - metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent 

    CO2e – CH4 x 25; N2O x 598 
 

 
Note that the following project design and air quality measures also reduce GHGs: 
 

• Project provides a local source of construction materials to reduce truck miles. 
 

• The project site imports and recycles broken clay tiles and pipes, etc. and recycles 
these materials into landscape materials; thus, reducing the amount of material 
mined and amount of material disposed in County landfills. 
  

• Commercial power shall continue to be used for plant operations in-lei of diesel 
powered generators. 
 

• During operations, trucks and vehicles in loading and unloading queues will have 
their engines turned off when not in use for more than 5 minutes to reduce idling 
and vehicle emissions. This measure is required under Title 13, California Code of 
Regulations, Section 2485 Airborne Toxic Control Measure to Limit Diesel-Fueled 
Commercial Motor Vehicle Idling. These are CARB enforced regulations; the onsite 
operator supervises vehicles that access the site for loading and unloading and off-
road trucks and equipment to comply with this regulation. 

 
• Maintain and tune all equipment according to manufacturer’s specifications; and  

 
• Comply with all existing and future CARB and SCAQMD regulations related to diesel-

fueled trucks and equipment, which may include among others: (1) meeting more 
stringent emission 
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standards; (2) retrofitting existing engines with particulate traps; (3) use of low sulfur 
fuel; and (4) use of alternative fuels or equipment. 

 
These measures are considered regulatory and are therefore not considered mitigation 
measures. Less than significant impacts would occur. 
 

Mitigation:   No mitigation is required.  
 

Monitoring:   No monitoring is required. 
 
HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS  Would the project: 
21. Hazards and Hazardous Materials 

a) Create a significant hazard to the public or 
the environment through the routine transport, use, 
or disposal of hazardous materials? 

    

b) Create a significant hazard to the public or 
the environment through reasonably foreseeable 
upset and accident conditions involving the release 
of hazardous materials into the environment? 

    

c) Impair implementation of or physically 
interfere with an adopted emergency response plan 
or an emergency evacuation plan? 

    

d) Emit hazardous emissions or handle 
hazardous or acutely hazardous materials, 
substances, or waste within one-quarter (1/4) mile of 
an existing or proposed school? 

    

e) Be located on a site which is included on a 
list of hazardous materials sites compiled pursuant to 
Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a result, 
would it create a significant hazard to the public or 
the environment? 

    

 
Source(s):  General Plan Safety Element, Project Application Materials, California 
Department of Toxic Substances Control EnviroStor database, Project Application 
Materials. 
 
Findings of Fact:    
 
a) No Impact.  Regular maintenance of equipment and the storage of fuel, oil and grease 
will be dispensed using a lube and fuel truck. If above ground fuel tanks are used on-site, 
appropriate regulations will be implemented to capture and control fuels in the event of an 
accidental spill. The operator is required to comply with all federal, state and County 
regulations and to submit a Hazardous Material Business Emergency Plan to the County 
Department of Environmental Health, Hazardous Material Management Division, the 
acting Certified Uniform Program Agency (CUPA). The Plan includes a hazardous material 
inventory, emergency procedures, spill prevention and control measures and BMPs to 
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ensure that on-site materials are used, stored appropriately, and contained and cleaned up 
in the event of uncontrolled release. No impact would occur. 
 
b) No Impact.  The Project is not expected to create a significant hazard to the public or 
the environment through reasonably foreseeable upset and accident conditions involving 
the release of hazardous materials into the environment as proposed on-site uses and 
reclamation will not require the use or produce hazardous materials or waste. The site’s 
access roads will be gated and locked after hours, and a 24-hour caretaker/security guard 
will reside on-site. Access roads to the east will be blocked off and/or fenced. The site will 
be fenced with three-strand wire and chain link fencing (around tracks) and posted with 
trespass/warning signs. Therefore, no impacts would occur.  
 
c) No Impact.  The Project Site is accessible via Dawson Canyon Road to the west via Park 
Canyon Road, an undedicated partially paved road entirely within properties owned by 
Corona Clay, maintained by Corona Clay, and used by the public and by Dawson Canyon 
and Spanish Hills’ residences as their primary access. The existing road that provides access 
to the Project Site is not within a public right-of-way. The Project is not expected to impair 
implementation of or physically interfere with access on these roads or with adopted 
emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plans. No impact would occur. 
 
d) No Impact.  The Project does not include the emission of hazardous material or handling 
of hazardous or acutely hazardous materials, substances, or waste. The nearest school is 
Todd Elementary School, located approximately 1.5 miles south of the Project Site. 
Therefore, no impacts would occur. 
 
e) No Impact.  The Project is not located on a site which is included on a list of hazardous 
materials sites compiled pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5 as demonstrated 
by the California Department of Toxic Substances Control EnviroStor database (accessed 
on February 1, 2018). Therefore, no impacts would occur. 
 
Mitigation:   No mitigation is required.  
 
Monitoring:   No monitoring is required. 
 
 
22. Airports 

a) Result in an inconsistency with an Airport 
Master Plan? 

    

b) Require review by the Airport Land Use 
Commission? 

    

c) For a project located within an airport land 
use plan or, where such a plan has not been adopted, 
within two (2) miles of a public airport or public use 
airport, would the project result in a safety hazard for 
people residing or working in the project area? 
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d) For a project within the vicinity of a private 
airstrip, or heliport, would the project result in a safety 
hazard for people residing or working in the project 
area? 

    

 
Source(s):   Riverside County General Plan Figure S-20 “Airport Locations,” GIS database 
 
Findings of Fact:    
 
a-d) No Impact.  According to Riverside County General Plan Figure S-20 “Airport 
Locations,” the nearest airport is the Corona Municipal Airport, located approximately 10.6 
miles northwest of the Project Site. Additionally, according to Riverside County’s Map My 
County (GIS database), the Project Site is not located within an Airport Master Plan, an 
airport land use safety hazard area, or private airstrip. Therefore, no impacts related to 
airports would occur. 
 
Mitigation:   No mitigation is required.  
 
Monitoring:   No monitoring is required. 
 
 
HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY  Would the project: 
23. Water Quality Impacts 

a) Violate any water quality standards or waste 
discharge requirements or otherwise substantially 
degrade surface or ground water quality? 

    

b) Substantially decrease groundwater 
supplies or interfere substantially with groundwater 
recharge such that the project may impede 
sustainable groundwater management of the basin? 

    

c) Substantially alter the existing drainage 
pattern of the site or area, including through the 
alteration of the course of a stream or river or through 
the addition of impervious surfaces? 

    

d) Result in substantial erosion or siltation on-
site or off-site? 

    

e) Substantially increase the rate or amount of 
surface runoff in a manner which would result in 
flooding on-site or off-site? 

    

f) Create or contribute runoff water which 
would exceed the capacity of existing or planned 
stormwater drainage systems or provide substantial 
additional sources of polluted runoff? 

    

g) Impede or redirect flood flows?     
h) In flood hazard, tsunami, or seiche zones, risk 

the release of pollutants due to project inundation? 
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i) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of 
a water quality control plan or sustainable 
groundwater management plan? 

    

 
Source(s):   General Plan Safety Element, Drainage Study and Water Quality Management 
Plan (K&A Engineering (July 2020), Project Application Materials. 
 
Findings of Fact:    
 
a) Less Than Significant Impact. The site will implement a SWPPP that incorporates BMPs 
and a Spill Prevention, Control, and Countermeasure (SPCC) plan. Additionally, the Project 
Proponent will comply with the requirements of the California Industrial Storm Water 
Permit by implementing a SWPPP that incorporates BMPs and a SPCC plan throughout 
processing activities. In accordance with Riverside County requirements, a Water Quality 
Management Plan (WQMP) was not required. K&A Engineering prepared a Sediment 
Control & Drainage Report in July 2020 (available at County offices for review), which 
describes the specifications of the proposed drainage management areas and sediment 
basins for collection of storm water from the motorcycle test tracks, remote-controlled 
airport, and clay facility on-site. Therefore, the Project is not expected to violate any water 
quality standards or waste discharge requirements. No impact would occur. 

 
b) No Impact.  The Project will not increase any on-site activities and thus will not have any 
impact on groundwater supplies nor impact groundwater recharge. Water will be used on-
site for dust control at the clay processing facility, for reclamation activities, and on the test 
tracks. Water for use at the processing facility is currently purchased from Elsinore Valley 
Municipal Water District and transported to the site via an existing metered pipeline. 
Bottled water is provided for on-site employees. Elsinore Valley Municipal Water 
District’s2015 Urban Water Management Plan (June 2016) indicates that current and 
anticipated future supplies are sufficient to meet the projected normal year water demand 
through 2040.”  

 
The Project will not substantially deplete groundwater supplies or interfere substantially 
with groundwater recharge such that there would be a net deficit in aquifer volume or a 
lowering of the local groundwater table. No impact would occur. 

 
c) No Impact.  The Project will not alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area or 
through the addition of any impervious surfaces. Dawson Creek and Temescal Wash will 
not be altered or otherwise impacted by the Project. No impact is expected. 

 
d, e, f) Less Than Significant Impact.  K&A Engineering prepared a Sediment Control & 
Drainage Report ((July 2020 for the Project (available at County offices for review) which 
includes development of sediment basins to capture sediment-laden runoff at the clay 
processing site and individual sediment basins for each track area to temporarily detain 
run-off, allowing sediment to settle out before the runoff is released. The proposed 
sediment basins would provide some reduction in peak flow during more frequent rain 
events. BMPs are included in the site’s SWPPP include: 



 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less 
Than 

Significant 
Impact 

No 
Impact 

 

Corona Clay IS/MND Page 54 of 76     August 2024   

 
• Diverting runoff from undisturbed areas away from the basin. 

 
• Erosion control practices to minimize areas on-site and to provide temporary 

stabilization and interim sediment controls (e.g., silt fence, check dams, fiber rolls) 
to reduce the basin’s influent sediment concentration. 

 
Also, temporary check dams, silt fencing, and fiber rolls can be added to reduce the basin’s 
influent sediment concentration. Erosion and sediment control will be provided during 
construction and operations at any disturbed areas in the Project Site. With 
implementation of the proposed sediment basin, sediment traps, and BMPs, potential 
impacts related to soil erosion would be reduced to the extent feasible. Less than significant 
impacts would occur. 
 
g) No Impact.  The Project will not place any development within the 100-year flood plain 
or elsewhere on-site which would impede or redirect flood flows. No impact is expected. 
 
h) No Impact.  The site would not develop any structures in a flood hazard zone nor be 
affected by a tsunami or a seiche. No impact is expected. 

 
i) No Impact.  The Sediment Control & Drainage Report and a SWPPP will be implemented 
to reduce impacts and to comply with to area water quality management plans. No impact 
is expected. 
 
Mitigation:   No mitigation is required.  
 
Monitoring:   No monitoring is required. 
 
 
LAND USE/PLANNING  Would the project: 
24. Land Use 

a) Cause a significant environmental impact 
due to a conflict with any land use plan, policy, or 
regulation adopted for the purpose of avoiding or 
mitigating an environmental effect? 

    

b) Disrupt or divide the physical arrangement 
of an established community (including a low-
income or minority community)? 

    

 
Source(s):   Riverside County General Plan Land Use Element, GIS database, Project 
Application Materials, Settlement Agreement December 2018) 
 
a) Less Than Significant Impact.  Per the Agreement, a GPA and CZ as previously described 
are required to change the land use designations and zoning of developable lands at the 
Project Site in order to be consistent with the General Plan, the zoning ordinance, and 
HANS 2278 Final Map. The CUP is required to entitle those existing unpermitted uses on-
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site and a SMP is required to reclaim a one-acre over-steepened slope. As such, the Project 
includes proposed land use designations and zoning that upon approval will not conflict 
with any land use plan, policy, or regulation adopted for the purpose of avoiding or 
mitigating an environmental effect. Less than significant impacts would occur. 
 
b) Less Than Significant Impact.  As shown in the Riverside County’s Map My County (GIS 
database), the Project Site is located in the City of Corona Sphere of Influence. Per the 
Agreement, a GPA, CUP, SMP, and CZ as previously described, are required to entitle those 
existing unpermitted uses on-site. No expansion of existing operations is proposed. As such, 
the Project does not include implementation of land uses or operations that would disrupt 
or divide the physical arrangement of an established community. Less than significant 
impacts would occur. 
 
Findings of Fact:    
 
Mitigation:   No mitigation is required.  
 
Monitoring:   No monitoring is required. 
 
 
MINERAL RESOURCES  Would the project:     
25. Mineral Resources 

a) Result in the loss of availability of a known 
mineral resource that would be of value to the region 
or the residents of the State? 

    

b) Result in the loss of availability of a locally-
important mineral resource recovery site delineated 
on a local general plan, specific plan or other land use 
plan? 

    

c) Potentially expose people or property to 
hazards from proposed, existing, or abandoned 
quarries or mines? 

    

 
Source(s):   Riverside County General Plan Figure OS-6 “Mineral Resources Area”, Mineral 
Land Classification of The Temescal Valley Area, Riverside County, California: Special Report 
165 (1991) 
 
Findings of Fact:    
 
a-b) Less Than Significant Impact.  As shown in the Mineral Land Classification of the 
Temescal Valley Area, Riverside County, California: Special Report 165, the Project Site is 
located in an area classified as Mineral Resource Zone 2a (MRZ-2a) and Mineral Resource 
Zone 2b (MRZ-2b). The County of Riverside General Plan describes MRZ-2a as areas where 
the available geologic information indicates that there are significant mineral deposits 
while MRZ-2b includes areas where the available information indicates that there is a 
likelihood of significant mineral deposits.  
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Although the site is located in MRZ-2a and MRZ-2b zones, the Project does not include the 
removal of a known mineral resource that would be of value to the region. The Project will 
facilitate entitlement of the existing clay processing facility which recycles broken clay tiles 
and pipes and mixes it with imported materials to produce landscape amendments. 
Indirectly, the recycling of clay materials reduces the amount of raw mined material 
needed to meet the demands for these products. The quality of on-site mineral resources 
has been determined to be poor.  
 
The Project would not result in the loss of availability of a known significant mineral 
resource that would be of value to the region or the residents of the State. Numerous 
permitted large-scale aggregate and clay mines are located in the Temescal Canyon that 
provide high-quality construction materials. Less than significant impacts would occur. 
 
c) Less Than Significant Impact.  As stated in SMP No. 197R1, the one-acre disturbed area 
to be reclaimed will result in a safer, less steep slope with benches. The top of the slope will 
have a perimeter down drain system with a three-foot berm pushed up with warning signs. 
The site’s access roads are gated and locked after hours at the southwestern entrance and 
a 24-hour caretaker/security guard resides on-site. Access roads to the east will be blocked 
off and/or fenced. The upper slope will be fenced with three-strand wire and posted with 
trespass/warning signs such as (“Warning – No Trespassing”). With implementation of 
security measures listed in SMP No. 197R1, less than significant impacts would occur. 
 
Mitigation:   No mitigation is required.  
 
Monitoring:   No monitoring is required. 
 
 
NOISE  Would the project result in: 
26. Airport Noise 

a) For a project located within an airport land 
use plan or, where such a plan has not been adopted, 
within two (2) miles of a public airport or public use 
airport would the project expose people residing or 
working in the project area to excessive noise levels? 

    

b) For a project located within the vicinity of a 
private airstrip, would the project expose people 
residing or working in the project area to excessive 
noise levels? 

    

 
Source(s):   Riverside County General Plan Figure S-20 “Airport Locations,” County of 
Riverside Airport Facilities Map 
 
Findings of Fact:    
 
a, b) No Impact.  According to Riverside County General Plan Figure S-20 “Airport 
Locations,” the nearest airport to the Project Site is Corona Municipal Airport, located 
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approximately 10.6 miles northwest of the Project Site. Additionally, according to Riverside 
County’s Map My County (GIS database), the Project Site is not located within an Airport 
Master Plan, airport land use safety hazard area, or private airstrip. Therefore, no impacts 
related to airport noise would occur. 
 
Mitigation:   No mitigation is required. 
 
Monitoring:   No monitoring is required. 
 
 
27. Noise Effects by the Project 

a) Generation of a substantial temporary or 
permanent increase in ambient noise levels in the 
vicinity of the project in excess of standards 
established in the local general plan, noise ordinance, 
or applicable standards of other agencies? 

    

b) Generation of excessive ground-borne 
vibration or ground-borne noise levels? 

    

 
Source(s):   Riverside County General Plan, Riverside County Noise Ordinance 847, Table N-
1 (“Land Use Compatibility for Community Noise Exposure”), Project Application Materials 
 
Findings of Fact:    
 
a)  Less than Significant Impact. The Project includes CUP No. 3265 in conjunction with 
GPA No. 1144, SMP No. 197R1, and CZ No. 6361 to facilitate the entitlement of existing on-site 
uses and to reclaim a one-acre slope area. Under CUP No. 3265, no additional traffic or any 
increase in the motorcycle track use are expected, and no new uses are proposed on-site. 
Only about 25 trucks per day per existing conditions are expected and all activities will be 
conducted during daytime hours. The nearest rural residences are located about 0.25 to 0.5 
miles to the southeast with some intervening hills. Therefore, based on the distance, 
intervening topography, no change or increase in site activities, and all activities occurring 
during daytime hours only, the Project would not result in a new substantial permanent 
increase in ambient noise levels in the project vicinity or on off-site roads above existing 
levels.  
 
Activities related to the proposed reclamation of one acre would include the use of a dozer, 
loader, dump truck, and water truck for up to 8 hours/day during daylight hours and are 
approximately 0.5 miles from the nearest rural residence. These activities could potentially 
produce noise in exceedance of what is currently produced on-site, however, final physical 
reclamation is expected to be short-term (e.g. approximately three weeks) and therefore 
reclamation-related noise would be considered temporary.  
 
As such, the Project will be required to adhere to the sound level standards set forth by the 
Riverside County Ordinance 847. With adherence to the Riverside County Noise Ordinance 
847 and its sound level standards and requirements, the Project would not expose people 
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to, or generate new noise levels in excess of standards established in the General Plan or 
noise ordinance. Less than significant impacts would occur. 
 
b) Less than Significant Impact. Activities related to the proposed reclamation of one acre 
could potentially produce ground-born vibrations and noise in exceedance of what is 
currently produced on-site.  However, reclamation is expected to be completed in three 
weeks and conducted only during daytime hours and therefore reclamation-related 
vibration would be considered temporary and less than significant.  As such, the Project is 
not expected to expose people to or generate excessive ground-born vibration or ground-
borne noise levels. Less than significant impacts would occur. 
Mitigation:   No mitigation is required.  
 
Monitoring:   No monitoring is required. 
 
 
PALEONTOLOGICAL RESOURCES: 
28. Paleontological Resources 

a) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique 
paleontological resource, site, or unique geologic 
feature? 

    

 
Source(s):   General Plan Multipurpose Open Space Element Figure OS-8, Paleontological 
Resources Assessment prepared by CRM TECH (December 2017), GIS database 
 
Findings of Fact:    
 
a) Less Than Significant Impact. In December 2017, CRM TECH prepared a Paleontological 
Resources Assessment for the Project (available at County offices for review). In order to 
identify any paleontological resource localities that may exist in or near the Project Site and 
to assess the possibility for such resources to be encountered in future excavation and 
construction activities, CRM TECH initiated records searches at the appropriate repositories, 
conducted a literature search, and carried out a systematic field survey in accordance with 
the guidelines of the Society of Vertebrate Paleontology.  
 
CRM TECH found that the surface sediments at the Project Site have been extensively 
disturbed in the past and are therefore low in paleontological sensitivity. Most of the 
subsurface formation at the Project Site consists of metamorphic rocks that are unlikely to 
contain any fossil remains. These rocks are also assigned a low paleontological sensitivity. 
However, the older alluvial sediments underlying the younger Quaternary alluvium on the 
surface at lower elevations in the southern and central portions of the Project Site appear 
to have a medium to high paleontological sensitivity, as fossil remains have been recovered 
in the surrounding area from similar alluvium and rock sequences. Riverside County’s Map 
My County (GIS database) reveals that portions of the Project Site are associated with High, 
Low, and Undetermined Paleontological sensitivity. Limestone lenses recovered elsewhere, 
from sediments similar to those at the Project Site, have produced fossil remains as well. 
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CRM TECH concludes that, considering the nature of the Project, mitigation measures in 
regard to paleontological resources are not required. As conditions stand, less than 
significant impacts would occur, and no mitigation measures are required. However, if 
ground disturbing activities become necessary in the future at lower elevations within the 
Project Site or if limestone lenses are discovered elsewhere during such activities, a 
paleontological resource impact mitigation program should be developed and 
implemented to prevent potential effect on significant, nonrenewable paleontological 
resources or reduce the effect to a level less than significant.  
 
As the primary component of the mitigation program, paleontological monitoring should 
be required during all earth-moving operations within paleontologically sensitive 
sediments identified in the field. The mitigation program should be developed in 
accordance with the provisions of CEQA as well as the proposed guidelines of the Society 
of Vertebrate Paleontology (2010), and should include, but not be limited to the following 
components: 
 

• Excavations in sediments identified as likely to contain fossil remains should be 
monitored for potential paleontological resources. The monitor should be prepared 
to quickly salvage fossils as they are unearthed to avoid construction delays and 
should collect samples of sediments that are likely to contain fossil remains of small 
vertebrates or in vertebrates. The monitor must have the power to temporarily halt 
or divert grading equipment to allow for the removal of abundant or large 
specimens. 

• Collected samples of sediment should be processed to recover small fossils, and all 
recovered specimens should be identified and curated in a repository with 
permanent retrievable storage. 

• A report of findings, including an itemized inventory of recovered specimens, should 
be prepared upon completion of the procedures outlined above. The report should 
include a discussion of the significance of the paleontological findings, if any. The 
report and the inventory, when submitted to the County of Riverside, would signify 
completion of the program to mitigate potential impacts on paleontological 
resources, 

 
Mitigation: Mitigation program only required if ground disturbing activities become 
necessary in the future at lower elevations within the Project Site or if limestone lenses are 
discovered elsewhere during such activities. 
 
Monitoring: Monitoring only required if ground disturbing activities become necessary in 
the future at lower elevations within the Project Site or if limestone lenses are discovered 
elsewhere during such activities. 
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POPULATION AND HOUSING  Would the project: 
29. Housing 

a) Induce substantial unplanned population 
growth in an area, either directly (for example, by 
proposing new homes and businesses) or indirectly 
(for example, through extension of roads or other 
infrastructure)? 

    

b) Displace substantial numbers of existing 
people or housing, necessitating the construction of 
replacement housing elsewhere? 

    

c) Create a demand for additional housing, 
particularly housing affordable to households 
earning 80% or less of the County’s median income? 

    

 
Source(s):   Project Application Materials, GIS database, Riverside County General Plan 
Housing Element 
 
Findings of Fact:    
 
a-c) No Impact.  The Project’s GPA and CZ designations are to entitle the existing clay 
processing facility, motorcycle test tracks, and the model airplane field; no housing is being 
displaced nor will the Project create a demand for housing. The Project will not induce 
population growth either directly or indirectly.  No impacts to housing would occur. 
 
Mitigation:   No mitigation is required.  
 
Monitoring:   No monitoring is required. 
 
 
PUBLIC SERVICES  Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts 
associated with the provision of new or physically altered government facilities or the need 
for new or physically altered governmental facilities, the construction of which could cause 
significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain acceptable service ratios, response 
times or other performance objectives for any of the following public services: 
30. Fire Services     

 
Source(s):   Riverside County General Plan Safety Element, County Fire Dept. 
 
Findings of Fact:    
 
a) No Impact.  The Project would not cause an increase in on-site activities, housing or 
population which requires an increased need for fire services compared to the existing land 
use. Note that the Applicant will be required to pay Development Impact Fees as applicable 
pursuant to County ordinance. No impact would occur. 
 
Mitigation:   No mitigation is required.  
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Monitoring:   No monitoring is required. 
 
 
31. Sheriff Services     

 
Source(s):   Riverside County General Plan Safety Element 
 
Findings of Fact:    
 
a) No Impact.  The Project would not cause an increase in housing or population which 
requires an increased need for sheriff services compared to the existing land use. Note that 
the Applicant will be required to pay Development Impact Fees as applicable pursuant to 
County ordinance. No impact would occur. 
 
Mitigation:   No mitigation is required.  
 
Monitoring:   No monitoring is required. 
 
 
32. Schools     

 
Source(s):   GIS database 
 
Findings of Fact:    
 
a) No Impact.  The Project is within the Corona Norco Unified School District. The Project 
would not cause an increase in housing or population which requires an increased need for 
schools compared to the existing land use. Note that the Applicant will be required to pay 
Development Impact Fees as applicable pursuant to County ordinance. No impacts would 
occur. 
 
Mitigation:   No mitigation is required.  
 
Monitoring:   No monitoring is required. 
 
 
33. Libraries     

 
Source(s):   Riverside County General Plan 
 
Findings of Fact:    
 
a) No Impact. The Project would not cause an increase in housing or population which 
requires an increased need for library services compared to the existing land use. Note that 
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the Applicant will be required to pay Development Impact Fees as applicable pursuant to 
County ordinance. No impact would occur. 
 
Mitigation:   No mitigation is required.  
 
Monitoring:   No monitoring is required. 
 
 
34. Health Services     

 
Source(s):   Riverside County General Plan 
 
Findings of Fact:    
 
a) No Impact. The Project would not cause an increase in housing or population which 
requires an increased need for health services compared to the existing land use. Note that 
the Applicant will be required to pay Development Impact Fees as applicable pursuant to 
County ordinance. No impact would occur. 
 
Mitigation:   No mitigation is required.  
 
Monitoring:   No monitoring is required. 
 
 
RECREATION  Would the project: 
35. Parks and Recreation 

a)  Include recreational facilities or require the 
construction or expansion of recreational facilities 
which might have an adverse physical effect on the 
environment? 

    

b) Increase the use of existing neighborhood or 
regional parks or other recreational facilities such 
that substantial physical deterioration of the facility 
would occur or be accelerated? 

    

c) Be located within a Community Service Area 
(CSA) or recreation and park district with a Com-
munity Parks and Recreation Plan (Quimby fees)? 

    

 
Source(s):   GIS database, Ord. No. 460, Section 10.35 (Regulating the Division of Land – Park 
and Recreation Fees and Dedications), Ord. No. 659 (Establishing Development Impact 
Fees), Parks & Open Space Department Review 
 
Findings of Fact:    
 
a) No Impact.  The Project will entitle the recreational use of a model airplane field. It is 
leased to private clubs and is not open to the general public. The motorcycle test tracks are 
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leased to private motorcycle companies for the testing of their motorcycles and are not 
open to the public. The Project would not cause an increase in housing or population which 
requires an increased need for the construction or expansion of recreational facilities. No 
impact would occur.  
 
b, c) No Impact.  The Project would not cause an increase in housing or population which 
requires an increased need for recreational facilities and is not located within a County 
Service Area (CSA) or recreation and park district with a Community Parks and Recreation 
Plan. Therefore, no impacts would occur.  
 
Mitigation:   No mitigation is required.  
 
Monitoring:   No monitoring is required. 
 
 
36. Recreational Trails 

a) Include the construction or expansion of a trail 
system? 

    

 
Source(s):   Temescal Canyon Area Plan Figure 8 “Temescal Canyon Area Plan Trails and 
Bikeway System”, Riverside County General Plan, Project Application Materials 
 
Findings of Fact:    
 
a) Less Than Significant Impact.  In accordance with Temescal Canyon Area Plan (part of 
the County of Riverside General Plan) Figure 8 “Temescal Canyon Area Plan Trails and 
Bikeway System,” the Project Site is bisected from east to west at APN 283-190-019 by a 
Design Guidelines Trail. The Design Guidelines Trail continues adjacent to the southwest 
and northeast boundaries of the Project Site. Additionally, a Community Trail appears to be 
located adjacent to the southeast boundary of the Project Site. The Project will be 
conditioned for a 10- to 14-foot-wide trail easement along the potential future right of ways  
for Dawson Canyon Road and Park Canyon Road. 
 
The County of Riverside General Plan identifies Design Guidelines Trails as Non-County 
Public Lands Trails. In order to accommodate local community needs, some variances in 
purpose or design standards for certain local trails may be appropriate. Trail plans shown in 
Design Guidelines documents adopted by the County of Riverside are types of localized 
trail classifications that may be appropriate at the community-specific level. Currently, no 
known trail plans are adopted for the Design Guidelines Trail that bisects the Project Site 
at APN 283-190-019; however, if trail plans are adopted, the Project shall adhere to the plans 
as required by the County of Riverside. Less than significant impacts are anticipated. 
 
Mitigation:   No mitigation is required.  
 
Monitoring:   No monitoring is required. 
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TRANSPORTATION  Would the project: 
37. Transportation  

a) Conflict with a program, plan, ordinance, or 
policy addressing the circulation system, including 
transit, roadway, bicycle, and pedestrian facilities? 

    

b)  Conflict or be inconsistent with CEQA 
Guidelines section 15064.3, subdivision (b)? 

    

c) Substantially increase hazards due to a 
geometric design feature (e.g., sharp curves or 
dangerous intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g. 
farm equipment)? 

    

d) Cause an effect upon, or a need for new or 
altered maintenance of roads? 

    

e) Cause an effect upon circulation during the 
project’s construction? 

    

f) Result in inadequate emergency access or 
access to nearby uses? 

    

 
Source(s):   Riverside County General Plan, Riverside County Traffic Analysis Transportation 
Analysis Guidelines for Level of Service and Vehicle Miles Traveled (December 2020), 
Riverside County General Plan Figure C-1 “Circulation Plan,” Riverside County General Plan 
Figure S-20 “Airport Locations,” Temescal Canyon Area Plan (part of the County of Riverside 
General Plan) Figure 8 “Temescal Canyon Area Plan Trails and Bikeway System” 
 
Findings of Fact:    
 
a) Less Than Significant Impact.  The following vehicle and truck estimates, which are 
summarized in Table 5, are all generated from existing activities. CUP No. 3265 does not 
propose generating any new additional traffic above current levels. 
 
The Dawson Canyon Clay Facility generates approximately five to 20 trucks maximum per 
day for up to six days/week depending on production and demand. In addition, it is 
expected that up to 20 employee, delivery, and maintenance trips may occur per day; five 
trucks and 15 other vehicles.  
 
The motorcycle test tracks are used intermittently by up to six manufacturing companies 
with a peak season from October through May. The tracks are leased to specific companies 
that utilize the track per lease requirements with Corona Clay. It is estimated that 
approximately three small trucks and up to five other vehicles may utilize a test track on 
any one day. If all seven tracks were utilized on the same day, this would amount to 21 small 
trucks and 35 vehicles. 
 
The remote-controlled airplane field is utilized by a local airplane club at their discretion 
and is not open to the general public. It is assumed the site is mostly used on weekends 
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and occasionally by few people during weekdays. A busy weekend may have 10 vehicles at 
any one time. 
 
Therefore, the total existing daily traffic (with seven tracks operating) would be 
approximately 46 truck trips and 60 vehicles trips. Assuming a passenger car equivalent 
(PCE) of two established for trucks, the total number of trips per day would be 
approximately 152 per 8-hour day. The number of PCEs during peak hours would be less 
than the Traffic Impact Analysis requirements of 100 vehicle trips or more during the daily 
peak hours as stated in the Riverside County Traffic Impact Analysis Preparation Guide.  
The Project is exempt from Traffic Impact Analysis requirements. 
 

Table 5 
Traffic Numbers - Vehicles/Day 

Type Trucks Vehicles 
Clay Facility 25 15 
Motorcycle Test Tracks 21 

(small trucks; 2 or 3-axle and/or 
trailers) 

35 

Airfield 0 10 
Totals/DAY 46 60 

 
As stated in the Riverside County Traffic Impact Analysis Preparation Guide, the Project is 
exempt from Traffic Impact Analysis requirements because less than 100 vehicle trips are 
expected during the daily peak hours. Therefore, the Project is not expected to conflict with 
an applicable plan, ordinance or policy establishing a measure of effectiveness for the 
performance of the circulation system or with an applicable congestion management 
program. Less than significant impacts would occur. 
 
b) Less than Significant Impact.  CEQA Guidelines in December 2018 requires all lead 
agencies to adopt Vehicles Miles Traveled (VMT) instead of level of service (LOS) to assess 
transportation impacts for land use projects. The County adopted their Transportation 
Analysis Guidelines for Level of Service Vehicle Miles Traveled in 2020. 
 
The Project was evaluated using the Screening Criteria for Small Projects consistent with 
County Guidelines (Figure 3, page 19). Projects are presumed to cause a less than significant 
impact if (among nine exemptions): 

• the Project GHG emissions total less than 3,000 Metric Tons of Carbon Dioxide 
Equivalent (MTCO2e) as determined by a methodology acceptable to the 
Transportation Department; or 
 

•    the Project trip generation is less than 110 trips per day. 
 
As assessed in Section 6 above, daily vehicle trips generated by the Project are estimated 
at 106 daily vehicle trips; less than the 110 daily vehicle trips threshold. 
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In addition, based on the GHG assessment in Section 20 above, GHG emissions are 
expected to total approximately 529 MTCO2e per year; less than the 3,000 MTCO2e per year 
presumed to cause a less than significant VMT impact.  
 
Therefore, Project was found to meet the Small Project screening; no further VMT analysis 
is required, and a less than significant impact would occur. 
 
c, d) Less Than Significant Impact.  The Project has access to Temescal Canyon Road to 
the west via Park Canyon Road, an undedicated partially paved road entirely within 
properties owned by Corona Clay. This road is maintained by Corona Clay and used by the 
public and by Dawson Canyon and Spanish Hills’ residences as their primary access. The 
existing road that provides access to the Project Site is not a public right-of-way. The Project 
does not plan on increasing the number of existing vehicle or changing any roads, would 
not substantially increase hazards due to a design feature or incompatible uses and would 
not cause an effect upon, or a need for new or altered maintenance of public roads. Less 
than significant impacts would occur. 
 
e) No Impact.  The Project’s construction activities would be limited to the reclamation of 
the one-acre slope area which would require minimal equipment and associated trips. The 
reclamation would also be short-term. Therefore, the Project is not anticipated to cause an 
effect upon circulation during the project’s construction. No impact would occur. 
 
f) No Impact. The Project Site is accessible to Dawson Canyon Road to the west via Park 
Canyon Road, an undedicated partially paved road entirely within properties owned by 
Corona Clay, maintained by Corona Clay, and used by the public and by Dawson Canyon 
and Spanish Hills’ residences as their primary access. The existing road that provides access 
to the Project Site is not a public right-of-way. No changes to these roads or the use of these 
roads are planned, and the Project is not expected to result in inadequate emergency 
access or access to nearby uses. No impacts are anticipated. 
 
Mitigation:   No mitigation is required.  
 
Monitoring:   No monitoring is required. 
 
 
38. Bike Trails 

a) Include the construction or expansion of a bike 
system or bike lanes? 

    

 
Source(s):  Temescal Canyon Area Plan (part of the County of Riverside General Plan) Figure 
8 “Temescal Canyon Area Plan Trails and Bikeway System” 
 
Findings of Fact:    
 
a) No Impact.  As shown on  with Temescal Canyon Area Plan (part of the County of 
Riverside General Plan) Figure 8 “Temescal Canyon Area Plan Trails and Bikeway System,” 



 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less 
Than 

Significant 
Impact 

No 
Impact 

 

Corona Clay IS/MND Page 67 of 76     August 2024   

bike trails do not exist within or in the vicinity of the Project Site. Therefore, no impacts to 
bike trails would occur. 
 
Mitigation:   No mitigation is required.  
 
Monitoring:   No monitoring is required. 
 
 
TRIBAL CULTURAL RESOURCES  Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in 
the significance of a Tribal Cultural Resource, defined in Public Resources Code section 
21074 as either a site, feature, place, or cultural landscape that is geographically defined in 
terms of the size and scope of the landscape, sacred place, or object with cultural value to 
a California Native American Tribe, and that is: 
39. Tribal Cultural Resources 

a) Listed or eligible for listing in the California 
Register of Historical Resources, or in a local register 
of historical resources as defined in Public Resources 
Code section 5020.1 (k)? 

    

b) A resource determined by the lead agency, in 
its discretion and supported by substantial evidence, 
to be significant pursuant to criteria set forth in 
subdivision (c) of Public Resources Code Section 
5024.1? (In applying the criteria set forth in 
subdivision (c) of Public Resources Code Section 
5024.1, the lead agency shall consider the significance 
of the resource to a California Native American tribe.) 

    

Source(s):   County Archaeologist, AB52 Tribal Consultation, Phase I Cultural Resources 
Assessment 
 
Findings of Fact:    
 
a, b) Less than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated.  California Assembly Bill 52 
(AB52) was approved by Governor Brown on September 25, 2014. AB52 specifies that CEQA 
projects with an effect that may cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of 
a tribal cultural resource may have a significant effect on the environment. As such, the bill 
requires lead agency consultation with California Native American tribes traditionally and 
culturally affiliated with the geographic area of a Project, if the tribe requested to the lead 
agency, in writing to be informed of Projects in that geographic area. 
 
The 2017 Phase I Cultural Resources Investigation included a historical/archeological 
resources records search, historical background research, consultation with Native 
American representatives, and systematic field survey. On October 26, 2017, CRM TECH 
submitted a written request to the State of California Native American Heritage 
Commission for a records search in the commission’s sacred lands file. Following the 
commission’s recommendations and previously established consultation protocol, on 
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November 2, CRM TECH contacted a total of 54 tribal cultural representatives in the region 
in writing for additional information on potential Native American cultural resources in the 
project vicinity. CRM TECH then notified the Tribal Historic Preservation Office of the 
Pechanga Band of Luiseno Indians of the upcoming archaeological fieldwork on October 
26 and November 14 of 2017 and invited tribal participation.  
 
CRM TECH concluded that no “historical resources” exist within or adjacent to the Project 
Site, nor have any “tribal cultural resources” been identified during preparation of the Phase 
I. Mitigation measures CR-1 and CR-2 as listed in Section 8 above shall be implemented to 
ensure that less than significant impacts occur.  
 
Mitigation:   CR-1 and CR-2 listed in Section 8. 
 
Monitoring:   Pursuant to CR-1 and CR-2 in Section 8. 
 
 
UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS  Would the project: 
40. Water 

a) Require or result in the relocation or 
construction of new or expanded water, wastewater 
treatment, or storm water drainage systems, 
whereby the construction or relocation would cause 
significant environmental effects? 

    

b) Have sufficient water supplies available to 
serve the project and reasonably foreseeable future 
development during normal, dry, and multiple dry 
years? 

    

 
Source(s):   Project Application Materials 
 
Findings of Fact:    
 
a, b) Less Than Significant Impact.  Water is used on-site for dust control at the clay 
processing facility, for reclamation activities, and on the test tracks. Water is currently 
purchased from Elsinore Valley Municipal Water District and transported to the site via an 
existing metered pipeline on Corona Clay property. Bottled water is provided for on-site 
employees. The Project does not propose new long-term or permanent uses on-site and 
will not require or result in the construction of new water treatment facilities or expansion 
of existing facilities. The Elsinore Valley Municipal Water District’s 2015 Urban Water 
Management Plan (June 2016) states that current and anticipated future supplies are 
sufficient to meet the projected normal year water demand through 2040.” Less than 
significant impacts would occur. 
 
Mitigation:   No mitigation is required.  
 
Monitoring:   No monitoring is required. 
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Source(s):   Project Application Materials 
 
Findings of Fact:    
 
a) No Impact.  The site has three existing septic systems. These on-site septic systems will 
be either certified through the County DEH and either repaired or replaced as needed per 
County DEH or closed. The possible updating of the existing septic systems would not 
cause significant environmental effects. 
  
b) No Impact.  The Project utilizes on-site septic systems and portable restrooms. Therefore, 
the Project will not require wastewater treatment services and no impact is expected on 
wastewater treatment providers. 
 
Mitigation:   No mitigation is required.  
 
Monitoring:   No monitoring is required. 
 
 
42. Solid Waste 

a) Generate solid waste in excess of State or 
Local standards, or in excess of the capacity of local 
infrastructure, or otherwise impair the attainment of 
solid waste reduction goals? 

    

b) Comply with federal, state, and local 
management and reduction statutes and regulations 
related to solid wastes including the CIWMP (County 
Integrated Waste Management Plan)? 

    

 
Source(s):   Riverside County General Plan, Project Application Materials, CalRecycle Landfill 
Facility/Sit Summary Details Database 
 

41. Sewer 
a) Require or result in the construction of new 

wastewater treatment facilities, including septic 
systems, or expansion of existing facilities, whereby 
the construction or relocation would cause 
significant environmental effects? 

    

b) Result in a determination by the wastewater 
treatment provider that serves or may service the 
project that it has adequate capacity to serve the 
project’s projected demand in addition to the 
provider’s existing commitments? 
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Findings of Fact:    
 
a) Less Than Significant Impact.  The landfill nearest to the Project Site is El Sobrante 
Landfill which is located approximately ¾-mile to the northeast. Due to its proximity, the El 
Sobrante Landfill is expected to continue to serve the Project’s solid waste disposal needs. 
The landfill has an expected operational life through 2045. The Project is expected to have 
less than significant impacts related to landfill capacity. Furthermore, the Project Site 
imports and recycles broken clay tiles and pipes, etc. and recycles these materials into 
landscape materials; thus, reducing the amount of material disposed at County or other 
landfills.  
 
b) No Impact.  The Project would be required to comply with the Riverside County 
Department of Waste Resources waste reduction programs, including recycling and other 
diversion programs to divert the amount of solid waste disposed in landfills. As applicable, 
the Project Proponent would be required to adhere to mandatory commercial organics 
recycling and commercial recycling, as mandated by AB 1826 and AB 341, respectively. 
Additionally, in accordance with the California Solid Waste Reuse and Recycling Access Act 
of 1991 (CA Pub Res. Code § 42911), the Project is required to provide adequate areas for 
collecting and loading recyclable materials where solid waste is collected. Implementation 
of these programs would reduce the amount of solid waste generated by the Project and 
diverted to landfills, which in turn will aid in the extension of the life of affected disposal 
sites. The Project would comply with all applicable solid waste statutes and regulations. No 
impact would occur. 
 
Mitigation:   No mitigation is required.  
 
Monitoring:   No monitoring is required. 
 
 
43. Utilities 
Would the project impact the following facilities requiring or resulting in the construction 
of new facilities or the expansion of existing facilities, whereby the construction or relocation 
would cause significant environmental effects? 
a)  Electricity?     
b)  Natural gas?     
c)  Communications systems?     
d)  Street lighting?     
e)  Maintenance of public facilities, including roads?     
f)  Other governmental services?     

 
Source(s):   Project Application Materials, Utility Companies 
 
Findings of Fact:    
 
a) No Impact.  The Project will continue to receive power supply from Southern California 
Edison. There are no plans for increasing on-site activities therefore there will be no 
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additional power needs compared to existing conditions. Therefore, the Project would not 
impact electrical facilities requiring or resulting in the construction of new facilities or the 
expansion of existing facilities. No impact would occur.  
 
b)  No Impact.  The Project does not use natural gas. No impact would occur. 
 
c) No Impact. The Project does not require the expansion of utility services in the form of 
communications systems; mobile telephones will be utilized on-site. No impact would 
occur. 
 
d) No Impact.  The Project is not expected to require any adjustment to the existing street 
lighting in the vicinity. No impact would occur. 
 
e) No Impact.  As stated in Section 43(a, b), above, the Project does not propose to generate 
any  significant additional traffic and utilizes private roads until accessing Dawson Canyon 
Road near Temescal Canyon Road. The Project would not impact public facilities, including 
roads, requiring or resulting in the construction of new facilities or the expansion of existing 
facilities. Less than significant impacts would occur. 
 
f) No Impact.  The Project is not expected to require other governmental services. No 
impact would occur. 
 
Mitigation:   No mitigation is required.  
 
Monitoring:   No monitoring is required. 
 
 
WILDFIRE  If located in or near a State Responsibility Area (“SRA”), lands classified as very 
high fire hazard severity zone, or other hazardous fire areas that may be designated by the 
Fire Chief, would the project: 
44. Wildfire Impacts 

a) Substantially impair an adopted emergency 
response plan or emergency evacuation plan? 

    

b) Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other 
factors, exacerbate wildfire risks, and thereby expose 
project occupants to, pollutant concentrations from a 
wildfire or the uncontrolled spread of a wildfire? 

    

c) Require the installation or maintenance of 
associated infrastructure (such as roads, fuel breaks, 
emergency water sources, power lines or other 
utilities) that may exacerbate fire risk or that may 
result in temporary or ongoing impacts to the 
environment? 

    

d) Expose people or structures to significant risks, 
including downslope or downstream flooding or 
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landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire slope 
instability, or drainage changes? 

e) Expose people or structures either directly or 
indirectly, to a significant risk of loss, injury, or death 
involving wildland fires? 

    

 
Source(s):   Riverside County General Plan Figure S-11 “Wildfire Susceptibility”, General Plan 
Safety Element, GIS database, Project Application Materials 
 
Findings of Fact:    
 
According to Figure S-11 of the General Plan, the Project Site is located within a 
moderate/high to very high fire area. Per the General Plan Safety Element policies S5.1, the 
County has developed and enforces construction and design standards that ensure that 
proposed development incorporates fire prevention features. The following standards may 
be applicable and would be implemented upon County Fire Marshal review of any plans 
related to the Project: 
  

a. All proposed development and construction within Fire Hazard Severity Zones shall 
be reviewed by the Riverside County Fire and Building and Safety departments.  
 
b. All proposed development and construction shall meet minimum standards for fire 
safety as defined in the Riverside County Building or County Fire Codes, or by County 
zoning, or as dictated by the Building Official or the Transportation Land Management 
Agency based on building type, design, occupancy, and use.  
 
c. In addition to the standards and guidelines of the California Building Code and 
California Fire Code fire safety provisions, continue to implement additional standards 
for high-risk, high occupancy, dependent, and essential facilities where appropriate 
under the Riverside County Fire Code (Ordinance No. 787) Protection Ordinance. These 
shall include assurance that structural and nonstructural architectural elements of the 
building will not impede emergency egress for fire safety staffing/personnel, 
equipment, and apparatus; nor hinder evacuation from fire, including potential 
blockage of stairways or fire doors 

 
a) Less Than Significant Impact.  The Project Site is accessible via Dawson Canyon Road 
and Temescal Canyon Road to the west via Park Canyon Road, an undedicated partially 
paved road entirely within properties owned and maintained by Corona Clay and used by 
the public and by Dawson Canyon and Spanish Hills’ residences as their primary access. 
The existing road that provides access is not within a public right-of-way. The Project is not 
expected to impair implementation of or physically interfere with an adopted emergency 
response plan or emergency evacuation plan. No impact would occur.   
 
b) Less Than Significant Impact.  The Project shall reduce an existing steep slope and 
revegetate said slope to reduce wildfire risks and will not exacerbate wildfire risks. Less than 
significant impacts would occur. 
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c) No Impact.  The Project is not expected to require the installation or maintenance of 
associated infrastructure (such as roads, fuel breaks, emergency water sources, power lines 
or other utilities) that may exacerbate fire risk or that may result in temporary or ongoing 
impacts to the environment. No impact is expected. 
 
d) Less Than Significant Impact.  The Project includes the reduction and erosion control 
of an over steepened slope and the inclusion of sediment basins throughout the site to 
control run-off. Additional discussion regarding run-off and erosion control are provided in 
Sections 18 and 23 above. Slope stability is provided in Section 16 of this Initial Study. Less 
than significant impacts related to downslope run-off would occur. 
 
Additionally, existing buildings and facilities will be inspected and permitted through the 
County Fire Department and Department of Building and Safety as needed. If any buildings 
or facilities are unable to be repaired to meet Fire and Building Code requirements, they 
will be removed. and no mitigation measures are required. 
 
e) Less Than Significant Impact.  According to Riverside County General Plan Figure S-11 
“Wildfire Susceptibility” and Riverside County’s Map My County (GIS database), the Project 
Site is located in a Very High Fire Hazard Classification area. The Project shall adhere to the 
applicable policies listed in the Safety Element of the County of Riverside General Plan as 
well as the requirements included in County of Riverside Ordinance No. 787, regarding the 
California Fire Code. Less than significant impacts would occur with adherence to General 
Plan policies and applicable ordinance requirements, and no mitigation measures are 
required. 
 
Mitigation:   No mitigation is required. 
 
Monitoring:   No monitoring is required 
 
 
MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE  Does the Project: 
45. Have the potential to substantially degrade the 
quality of the environment, substantially reduce the 
habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or 
wildlife population to drop below self- sustaining 
levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal 
community, substantially reduce the number or 
restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant or 
animal, or eliminate important examples of the major 
periods of California history or prehistory? 

    

 
Source(s):   Staff Review, Project Application Materials 
 
Findings of Fact:   Less than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated.  Implementation 
of the proposed Project would not substantially degrade the quality of the environment, 
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substantially reduce the habitat of fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife popu-
lations to drop below self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal 
community, or reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant or 
animal, or eliminate important examples of the major periods of California history or 
prehistory. Furthermore, implementation of the Biological Resources mitigation measures 
in Section 7 would ensure impacts to biological resources are mitigated to less than 
significant levels.  As discussed in Section 8 (Cultural Resources), the proposed Project site 
would not impact any historical resources and does not contain any known archaeological 
resources. Furthermore, the project site has low potential to contain buried cultural 
deposits or human remains. However, implementation of the proposed Project could 
uncover such materials during construction. Implementation of the cultural/historic 
resources mitigation measures would protect any resources that are discovered during 
site disturbance activities. Therefore, the Project would not substantially degrade the 
quality of the environment. 

 
46. Have impacts which are individually limited, 
but cumulatively considerable?  ("Cumulatively 
considerable" means that the incremental effects of 
a project are considerable when viewed in 
connection with the effects of past projects, other 
current projects and probable future projects)? 

    

 
Source(s):   Staff Review, Project Application Materials 
 
Findings of Fact:   Less than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated.  The Project is the 
entitlement for unpermitted but existing uses and conditions with no plans for increasing 
on-site uses. As such the project is part of the baseline and would not have impacts which 
are individually limited, but cumulatively considerable. In addition, the Project compliance 
with existing regulations, and with the implementation of mitigation measures for 
biological and cultural resources will ensure potentially significant impacts are reduced to 
less than significant levels.   

 
47. Have environmental effects that will cause 
substantial adverse effects on human beings, either 
directly or indirectly? 

    

 
Source(s):   Staff Review, Project Application Materials 
 
Findings of Fact:   Less Than Significant Impact. The Project is the entitlement for 
unpermitted but existing uses and conditions with no plans for increasing on-site uses. The 
analysis provided herein shows that the Project would not result in any increase to 
environmental resources including air quality/climate change, geologic hazards, hazardous 
materials, hydrological hazards, noise, and traffic which would cause substantial adverse 
effects on human beings, either directly or indirectly. In addition, the Project compliance 
with existing regulations will ensure potentially significant impacts are reduced to less than 
significant levels. 
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VI. EARLIER ANALYSES 
 
Earlier analyses may be used where, pursuant to the tiering, program EIR, or other CEQA 
process, an effect has been adequately analyzed in an earlier EIR or negative declaration 
as per California Code of Regulations, Section 15063 (c) (3) (D). In this case, a brief 
discussion should identify the following: 
 
Earlier Analyses Used, if any:  NA 
 
Location Where Earlier Analyses, if used, are available for review:   NA 
 
Location: County of Riverside Planning Department 
 4080 Lemon Street, 12th Floor 
 Riverside, CA 92505 
  
VII. AUTHORITIES CITED AND REFERENCES 
 
Authorities cited:  Public Resources Code Sections 21083 and 21083.05;  References:  
California Government Code Section 65088.4;  Public Resources Code Sections 21080(c), 
21080.1, 21080.3, 21082.1, 21083, 21083.05, 21083.3, 21093, 21094, 21095 and 21151;  Sundstrom v. 
County of Mendocino (1988) 202 Cal.App.3d 296;  Leonoff v. Monterey Board of Supervisors 
(1990) 222 Cal.App.3d 1337;  Eureka Citizens for Responsible Govt. v. City of Eureka (2007) 147 
Cal.App.4th 357;  Protect the Historic Amador Waterways v. Amador Water Agency (2004) 
116 Cal.App.4th at 1109;  San Franciscans Upholding the Downtown Plan v. City and County 
of San Francisco (2002) 102 Cal.App.4th 656. 
 

Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Assessment for CUP No. 3265, SMP No. 197R1, CZ No. 
6361, and GPA No. 1144, Lilburn Corporation, January 2024. 
 
Dawson Canyon Reclamation Plan SMP No. 197R1, Lilburn Corporation, May 2019. 
 
Sediment Control & Drainage Report  (K&A Engineering, July 2020). 
 
General Biological Assessment, including Rare Plant Surveys, Burrowing Owl Survey, 
and Jurisdictional Delineation, Hernandez Environmental Services, April 2019. 
 
General Plan: Riverside County General Plan, as amended with the Healthy 
Communities Element; September 2021. 
 
GIS database: Riverside County Map My County. 
 
Habitat Evaluation and Negotiation Strategy (HANS) development footprint (HANS 
2278 Final Map; 9/24/2018). County of Riverside Planning. 
 
2015 Urban Water Management Plan, Elsinore Valley Municipal Water District, June 
2016 
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Paleontological Resources Assessment Report, CRM TECH, December 2017. 
 
Phase I Cultural Resources Assessment, CRM TECH, December 2017 (complete 
report on file with County). 
 
Riverside County Code of  Ordinances as updated January 18, 2024. 
 
Settlement Agreement and Release (Agreement) between the County of Riverside 
and Corona Clay Company, December 4, 2018, including HANS 2278 Final Map.  

 
Slope Stability Report, CHJ Consultants (Terracon), March 2015 with updates April 
2016. 

 
Temescal Canyon Area Plan (part of the County of Riverside General Plan), March 
2014. 

 
Transportation Analysis Guidelines for Level of Service  and Vehicles Miles Traveled; 
County of Riverside Transportation Department, December 2020. 
 
Western Riverside County Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan Consistency 
Analysis, WSP Inc. May 10, 2021; updated January 2024. 

 
 
 




