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August 29, 2024

Tiffany Ho
County of Merced 
2222 M Street, 2nd Floor Merced, CA 95340
Dear Ms. Ho:




10-MER-140-PM 03.200
100 Tower Road 252 MW Battery Energy Storage System 
  State Clearinghouse No. 2024080705


The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) appreciates the opportunity to review the Mitigated Negative Declaration for the proposed project involving construction of a battery energy storage system (BESS) consisting of lithium-ion battery modules with 315 containers (each container comprised of 40 battery modules) and off-site underground transmission wires connecting to the PG&E substation.  The project site is located at 100 North Tower Road and East Childs Avenue. 

If the applicant is using STAA trucks at the project site, the applicant will be responsible for making the needed improvements to the highway and acquiring the appropriate STAA Terminal Access approvals.  Terminal Access application procedures can be found at the following link: http://www.dot.ca.gov/trafficops/trucks/to-process.html 
1. The lead agency should work with Caltrans to repair any damage to the State Highway caused by construction traffic and to prepare a Traffic Management Plan to maintain safe and efficient traffic operations.
2. An Encroachment Permit will be required for any work done within the Department’s right of way.  This work is subject to the California Environmental Quality Act.  Therefore, environmental studies may be required as part of the encroachment permits application.  A qualified professional must conduct any such studies undertaken to satisfy the Department’s environmental review responsibilities.  Ground disturbing activities to the site prior to completion and/or approval of required environmental documents may affect the Department’s ability to issue a permit.
 
If you have any questions, please contact me at (209) 483-2582 or Janet Jaramillo at (209) 986-9825.
Sincerely,
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Tom Dumas
Chief, Office of Metropolitan Planning
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