Notice of Exemption

TO:	■	Office of Planning and Research			FROM:		City of Shafter
		PO Box 3044, 1400 Tenth Street, Room 222				Planning Department
		Sacramento, CA  95812-3044         					336 Pacific Avenue												Shafter, CA  93263
	■	County Clerk
		County of Kern
		1115 Truxtun Avenue
		Bakersfield, CA  93301

Project Title: Zone Code Amendment No. 24-18

Project Location-Specific: See “Description of Project.” 

Project Location-City: Shafter				Project Location-County: Kern 

Description of Nature, Purpose, and Beneficiaries of Project: Wonderful Nut Orchards LLC (Wonderful) is requesting to amend the Zoning Ordinance to allow buildings of up to 150 feet by right in an approximately 541-acre portion of the A zone district that is owned by Wonderful. Currently, the Zoning Ordinance allows for a maximum building height of 45 feet in the A zone district with other structures, such as silos, windmills, and communication antenna and towers, allowed to exceed this height with approval by staff.

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: City of Shafter

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: Planning Department

Exempt Status (check one):
□   	Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);
□ 	Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a));
□ 	Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));
□	Categorical Exemption. State type and section number:
[bookmark: _Hlk173832949]■	Statutory Exemptions. State code number: Section 15061(b)(3) – Common Sense Exemption

Reasons why project is exempt: The proposed zone code amendment will only increase the maximum building height requirement for an approximately 541-acre portion of the A zone district. Buildings within the A zone district are already allowed to be located within the district provided they are an allowed, or conditionally allowed, use and less than 45 feet in height. Other structures, such as silos, windmills, and communication antenna and towers, are currently allowed to exceed this height with approval by staff as a ministerial action. This zone code amendment will only increase the maximum building height requirement for a portion of the A zone district and would not cause any physical change to the environment. Therefore, the zone code amendment is exempt from CEQA pursuant to Section 15061(b)(3) of the CEQA Guidelines.

Lead Agency Contact Person: Steve Esselman		Area Code/Telephone/Extension: (661) 746-5002

If filed by applicant:
	1.	Attach certified document of exemption finding.
	2.	Has a notice of exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project?	 
		Yes	□ 	No	□ 
	
Signature:[image: S:\Advance Planning\13_Steve\Signature.jpg]				Date:    August 21, 2024		Title: Planning Director
                                                           
■ 	Signed by Lead Agency				Date received for filing at OPR:
□  	Signed by Applicant

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. 
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code.
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