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Lead agencies may include 15 hardcopies of this document when submitting electronic copies of Environmental Impact
Reports, Negative Declarations, Mitigated Negative Declarations, or Notices of Preparation to the State Clearinghouse
(SCH). The SCH also accepts other summaries, such as EIR Executive Summaries prepared pursuant to CEQA Guidelines
Section 15123. Please include one copy of the Notice of Completion Form (NOC) with your submission and attach the
summary to each electronic copy of the document.

SCH #: 2024071208

Project Title: Indian Wells General Plan Update

Lead Agency: Indian Wells

Contact Name: Jon Berg, Community Development Director

I jberg@indianwells.com 760-346-2489

Emai Phone Number:

Indian Wells, Riverside County
City County

Project Location:

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).

Indian Wells is preparing a comprehensive update to the General Plan, which was adopted and updated at various times
between 1988 and 2024. General plans are required by State law to guide land use and development, typically within a
20-year horizon. General plans must be periodically updated to respond to new State laws, changing conditions, and
emerging issues and opportunities. The General Plan Update (GPU) will address all State-required topics (land use,
circulation, housing, open space, noise, safety, and conservation) and other topics of local importance, including
community design, sustainability, economic development, and public facilities. The General Plan Planning Area
comprehensively covers the entire City boundary and provide additional guidance for potential future development. The
City’s GPU will include goals, policies, and actions that set the long-term plan (blueprint) for potential future development
in the City. The proposed project will build off the current General Plan and provide a framework for land use decisions,
and direct future growth within Indian Wells through the year 2040.

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.

The General Plan Update proposes policies and actions that reduce potential impacts to aesthetic resources (by
providing development standards and guidelines), air quality (by supporting SCAQMD efforts, promoting efficient land
use and transportation design), biological resources (by requiring pre-construction surveys and habitat preservation),
cultural and tribal cultural resources (by requiring surveys and consultation with local tribes), energy resources (by
encouraging state and local energy efficiency and conservation measures), geology and soils (by requiring project
compliance with state building codes), greenhouse gas emissions (by supporting statewide efforts toward GHG
emissions reductions), hazards and hazardous materials (by requiring compliance with state regulations), hydrology and
water quality (by supporting efforts to water quality during construction and operation), land use and planning (by
providing design standards for the proposed land uses), noise (by setting standards for noise levels during construction
and operation), population and housing (by providing various housing opportunities within RHNA and growth consistent
with City and SCAG projections), public services and recreation (by enforcing project design, approval, and payment to
support public services and facilities), transportation (by supporting a strong circulation system) and utilities and service
systems (by ensuring fair share payment and capital improvements of facilities throughout the City). However, the PDEIR
determined that impacts to VMTs and agricultural resources would result in significant and unavoidable impacts with
buildout of the proposed General Plan Update, even with the policies and actions.
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continued

If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Comments received during the circulation period of the Notice of Preparation (NOP) identify concerns regarding
biological resources, planned growth, and public services and schools. These topics are discussed in 4.4, Biological
Resources, 4.11, Land Use and Planning, 4.13, Population, and 4.14, Public Services, of the PDEIR.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.

California Department of Fish and Wildlife
Caltrans

Regional Water Quality Control Board

US Army Corps of Engineers

US Fish and Wildlife Service

South Coast Air Quality Management District
California Public Utilities Commission

Southern California Edison

Imperial Irrigation District

Riverside Local Agency Formation Commission
Colorado River Water Quality Control Board (Region 7)
Coachella Valley Water District




