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Dear Ms. Dimond,

Michael Baker International (Michael Baker) is pleased to submit this report to the City of Ventura
documenting the results of a biological resources assessment for the proposed 255-290 Maple Court Mixed-
Use Project (project or project site) located in the City of Ventura, Ventura County, California. Michael
Baker conducted a thorough literature review and a field survey to confirm existing site conditions and
assess the potential for special-status® plant and wildlife species that have been documented or that are
likely to occur on or within the project site (survey area). Specifically, this report provides a detailed
assessment of the suitability of the on-site habitat to support special-status plant and wildlife species that
were identified during reviews of the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) California
Natural Diversity Database RareFind 5 (CNDDB; CDFW 2023a), the California Native Plant Society
(CNPS) Inventory of Rare and Endangered Plants of California (CIRP; CNPS 2023), the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (USFWS) Information for Planning and Consultation project planning tool (IPaC; USFWS
2023a), and other databases as potentially occurring in the vicinity of the project site.

Project Location

The project site is generally located in the central portion of the City of Ventura, approximately 0.3-mile
north of the U.S. Route 101 (U.S. 101) and State Route 126 (SR-126) interchange, in southwestern Ventura
County, California. The project site is located in an un-sectioned portion of Township 2 North, Range 21
West, on the U.S. Geological Survey’s (USGS) Saticoy, California 7.5-minute quadrangle (refer to Figure
1, Project and Site Vicinity, in Attachment A). Specifically, the project site is located north of Maple Street,
east of Maple Court, south of Telegraph Road, and west of Wesley Avenue (refer to Figure 2, Project Site,
in Attachment A). The project site is approximately 5.75 acres.

1 As used in this report, “special-status” refers to plant and wildlife species that are federally-/State-listed, proposed, or candidates;
plant species that have been designated a California Rare Plant Rank species by the California Native Plant Society; wildlife
species that are designated by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife as Fully Protected, Species of Special Concern, or
Watch List species; and State/locally rare vegetation communities.
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Project Description

The project site is located within the existing Buenaventura Financial Center at Assessor’s Parcel Numbers
079-0-101-425, -445, and -455, which consists of three existing office buildings that are proposed for
demolition to allow for construction of two mixed-used buildings. Within the 5.75-acre site, the proposed
Building 1 would contain up to 216 residential units and 2,600 square feet of commercial space and would
be located at the northern portion of the site on a 3.55-acre lot that would be created via the City’s approval
of a Lot Line Adjustment/Lot Merger. Building 2 would contain up to 134 residential units and 2,250 square
feet of commercial space and would be located at the southern portion of the site on a 2.20-acre lot created
by the same Lot Line Adjustment/Lot Merger. Each of the buildings would include three levels of
residential units over two levels of parking.

The project footprint is bounded by Anacapa Middle School and associated recreational field to the north;
Solar Urgent Care, office building, and associated surface parking lot to the west; and residential uses to
the east and south of Maple Street to the south.

Methodology

Literature Review

Michael Baker conducted thorough literature reviews and records searches to determine which special-
status biological resources have the potential to occur on or within the general vicinity of the survey area.
The project site occurs in the southwestern corner of the USGS Saticoy, California 7.5-minute quadrangle,
with the Ventura quadrangle occurring just to the west and the Oxnard quadrangle just to the south. Because
of the close proximity to adjacent quadrangles, previous special-status plant and wildlife species occurrence
records from all three quadrangles were queried in the CNDDB (CDFW 2023a) and CIRP (CNPS 2023).
IPaC (USFWS 2023a) was queried to identify federally listed plant and wildlife species known from the
project region.

Current conservation status of species was verified through lists and resources provided by the CDFW,
specifically the Special Animals List (CDFW 2023b), Special Vascular Plants, Bryophytes, and Lichens
List (CDFW 2023c), State and Federally Listed Endangered and Threatened Animals of California (CDFW
2023d), and State and Federally Listed Endangered, Threatened, and Rare Plants of California (CDFW
2023e). In addition, Michael Baker reviewed previously prepared reports, survey results, and literature, as
available, detailing the biological resources previously observed on or within the vicinity of the project site
to gain an understanding of existing site conditions, confirm previous species observations, and note the
extent of any disturbances that have occurred within the project site or survey area that would otherwise
limit the distribution of special-status biological resources. Standard field guides and texts were reviewed
for specific habitat requirements of special-status species, as well as the following resources:

e Google Earth Pro Historical Aerial Imagery from 1994 to 2023 (Google Inc. 2023)
e Species Accounts provided by Birds of the World (Billerman et. al 2022)

o Custom Soil Resource Report for Ventura Area, California (U.S. Department of Agriculture
[USDA] 2023)
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e USFWS Critical Habitat Mapper and Environmental Conservation Online System (USFWS 2023Db)

Habitat Assessment/Field Survey

Michael Baker biologist Anna Jullie conducted a habitat assessment/field survey on September 7, 2023, to
confirm existing site conditions within the survey area. Vegetation communities occurring within the survey
area were mapped on an aerial photograph and classified in accordance with the vegetation descriptions
provided in the Manual of California Vegetation (Sawyer et al. 2009) and cross referenced with the
Preliminary Descriptions of the Terrestrial Natural Communities of California (Holland 1986). In addition,
site characteristics such as soil condition, topography, hydrology, anthropogenic disturbances, indicator
species, condition of on-site vegetation communities, and the presence of potentially regulated
jurisdictional features (e.g., streams, flood control channels) were noted within the survey area. Michael
Baker used Geographic Information Systems (GIS) ArcGIS software to digitize the mapped vegetation
communities and then transferred these data onto an aerial photograph to further document existing
conditions and quantify the acreage of each vegetation community. Refer to Table 1 below for a summary
of the survey date, timing, surveyor, and weather conditions.

Table 1: Survey Date, Time, Surveyor, and Weather Conditions

Weather Conditions

Time
Date e, Surveyor Temperature (°F) Wind Speed (mph)
(start / finish) (start / finish)
. 74°F, sunny /
September 7, 2023 1100/ 1200 Anna Jullie 8-9
75°F, sunny

All plant and wildlife species observed, as well as dominant plant species within each vegetation
community, were recorded. Plant species observed during the habitat assessment/field survey were
identified by visual characteristics and morphology in the field while unusual and less familiar plant species
were photographed and identified later using taxonomic guides. Plant nomenclature used in this report
follows the Jepson eFlora (Jepson Flora Project 2023) and scientific names are provided immediately
following common names of plant species (first reference only).

Wildlife detections were made through aural and visual detection, as well as observation of sign including
scat, trails, tracks, burrows, and nests. Buildings and trees in the survey area were scrutinized for sign of
the presence of bats, including guano and urine staining. Field guides used to assist with identification of
wildlife species during the habitat assessment included The Sibley Guide to Birds (Sibley 2014), A Field
Guide to Western Reptiles and Amphibians (Stebbins 2003), Bats of the United States and Canada (Harvey
et al. 2011), and A Field Guide to Mammals of North America (Reid 2006). Although common names of
wildlife species are well standardized, scientific names are provided immediately following common names
of wildlife species in this report (first reference only). To the extent possible, nomenclature of birds follows
the most recent annual supplement of the American Ornithological Society’s Checklist of North American
Birds (Chesser et al. 2022), nomenclature of amphibians and reptiles follows Scientific and Standard
English Names of Amphibians and Reptiles of North America North of Mexico, with Comments Regarding
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Confidence in Our Understanding (Crother 2017), and nomenclature for mammals follows the Revised
Checklist of North American Mammals North of Mexico (Bradley et al. 2014).

Existing Site Conditions

The survey area is relatively flat, ranging from approximately 128 feet above mean sea level (amsl) at its
northern end to approximately 149 feet amsl at its southern end. According to the Custom Soil Resource
Report for Ventura Area, California (USDA 2023), the survey area is underlain by the soil type Sorrento
loam, 2 to 9 percent slopes, warm MAAT, MLRA 19 (SwC). The surrounding survey area is predominantly
developed with commercial, educational, and residential land uses. The survey area consists of developed
land that, based on a review of historic aerial imagery (Google, Inc. 2022) and results of the field survey,
has been developed and utilized for commercial purposes for decades. Refer to Attachment B for
representative photographs of the survey area taken during the field survey.

Vegetation Communities and Land Cover Types

There were no natural vegetation communities observed within the entire 5.75-acre survey area. The survey
area is entirely developed, as shown on Figure 3, Vegetation Communities and Other Land Uses, in
Attachment A. The on-site office buildings are surrounded by ornamental vegetation. Refer to Attachment
C, Table C-1 for a complete list of plant species observed within the survey area during the field survey.

Wildlife

This section provides a general discussion of common wildlife species that were detected by Michael Baker
during the field survey or that are expected to occur based on existing site conditions. This is to be used as
a general reference and is limited by the season, time of day, and weather conditions in which the field
survey was conducted. A total of six (6) wildlife species, all birds, were observed during the field survey,
including red-tailed hawk (Buteo jamaicensis), Anna’s hummingbird (Calypte anna), American crow
(Corvus brachyrhynchos), house finch (Haemorhous mexicanus), Allen’s hummingbird (Selasphorus
sasin), and lesser goldfinch (Spinus psaltria) (refer to Attachment C, Table C-2). A gull (Larus sp.) was
observed flying over the survey area but was unable to be identified to species level. Because the survey
area and the surrounding area are completely urbanized with no natural habitat in the vicinity and no
waterways, fish, amphibians, reptilian, and mammalian species are expected to occur within the survey
area. Common reptiles and nocturnal mammals that are adapted to urbanization may occur such as side-
blotched lizard (Uta stansburiana), western fence lizard (Sceloporus occidentalis), raccoon (Procyon
lotor), opossum (Didelphis virginiana), and striped skunk (Mephitis mephitis).

During the field survey, the biologist assessed the suitability of the survey area to provide maternity roosting
and day or-night roosting habitat for bats (Order Chiroptera). Caves and crevices, and man-made structures
such as bridges and large abandoned buildings that provide suitable colonial maternity roosting habitat are
not present in the survey area; however, individuals or small groups of bats can utilize small crevices and
cavities within trees and man-made structures. No individuals or sign of bats (e.g., guano, urine staining)
were observed. The survey area is subject to regular, moderate-intensity disturbances, including a moderate
frequency of human visitation, vehicle traffic, and other disturbances typical of active office buildings
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during the day. During the night, decorative lighting limit the suitability of the survey area for night-roosting
bats. Landscape trees in the survey area appear to be regularly trimmed and shaped, with branches, leafy
growth, and dead material thinned, decreasing the suitability of the on-site and adjacent trees for bat
roosting. Because of these regular disturbances and the maintained nature of trees and structures on-site,
the survey area is not likely to provide suitable roosting habitat for bat species and they are unlikely to
occur in the survey area.

Nesting Birds

Nesting birds are protected pursuant to the federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) of 1918 and the
California Fish and Game Code (CFGC)’. To maintain compliance with the MBTA and CFGC,
preconstruction clearance surveys are typically required prior to any ground disturbance or vegetation
removal activities to avoid direct or indirect impacts to active bird nests and/or nesting birds. Consequently,
if an active bird nest is destroyed or if project activities result in indirect impacts (e.g., nest abandonment,
loss of reproductive effort) to nesting birds, it is considered “take” in violation of the MBTA and/or CFCG.
The survey area provides limited nesting habitat for most year-round and seasonal avian residents, limited
by the same on-site disturbances noted above for bats. No active nests or birds displaying overt nesting
behavior were observed during the field survey; however, species adapted to nesting in urbanized
environments could potentially nest in the survey area.

Migratory Corridors and Linkages

Wildlife corridors and linkages are key features for wildlife movement between habitat patches. Wildlife
corridors are generally defined as those areas that provide opportunities for individuals or local populations
to conduct seasonal migrations, permanent dispersals, or daily commutes, while linkages generally refer to
broader areas that provide movement opportunities for multiple keystone/focal species or allow for
propagation of ecological processes (e.g., for movement of pollinators), often between areas of conserved
land.

The survey area is not located within any habitat connectivity and wildlife corridors, or critical wildlife
passage areas identified in Ventura Code of Ordinances, Division 8, Chapter 1, Article 4, Section 8104-7.
Wildlife movement into or out of the survey area is reduced by the presence of surrounding residential areas
as well as high-traffic roadways (i.e., South Mills Road and Telegraph Road) and existing commercial
developments, which have fragmented the connection between the survey area and any naturally occurring
vegetation communities. Surrounding residential and commercial areas restrict movement of wildlife from
open spaces such as Sulphur Mountain to the project area. Although the survey area is only 0.4-mile
northwest of the Arundell Barranca, a natural corridor connecting Sulphur Mountain to the Pacific Ocean,
there is no connectivity from it to the survey area. Further, elevated noise levels, vehicle traffic, lighting,
and human presence associated with the surrounding residential, commercial, and institutional uses, and

2 Section 3503 makes it unlawful to take, possess, or needlessly destroy the nest or eggs of any bird, except as otherwise provided
by the California Fish and Game Code or any regulation made pursuant thereto; Section 3503.5 makes it unlawful to take,
possess, or destroy any birds in the orders Falconiformes or Strigiformes (birds-of-prey); and Section 3513 makes it unlawful to
take or possess any migratory non-game bird except as provided by the rules and regulations adopted by the Secretary of the
Interior under provisions of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. § 703 et seq.).
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roadways decrease the suitability of the survey area and the general surrounding area to be used as a wildlife
movement corridor or linkage.

State and Federal Jurisdictional Resources

There are three agencies that regulate activities within inland streams, wetlands, and riparian areas in
California. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) Regulatory Branch regulates discharge of dredged
or fill material into “waters of the U.S.” pursuant to Section 404 of the federal Clean Water Act (CWA) and
Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act. Of the State agencies, the Regional Water Quality Control Board
(RWQCB) regulates discharges to surface waters pursuant to Section 401 of the CWA and Section 13263
of the California Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act, and the CDFW regulates alterations to
streambed and associated vegetation communities under Section 1600 et seq. of the CFGC.

No potentially jurisdictional drainages or wetland features were observed within the boundaries of the
survey area. Therefore, development of the proposed project will not result in impacts to State or federal
jurisdictional areas or require regulatory approvals/permits from the USACE, RWQCB, or CDFW.

Special-Status Biological Resources

The CNDDB (CDFW 2023a), CIRP (CNPS 2023), and IPaC (USFWS 2023a) were queried for reported
locations of special-status plant and wildlife species as well as special-status natural vegetation
communities in the USGS Saticoy, Ventura, and Oxnard, California 7.5-minute quadrangles. The field
survey was conducted to assess the conditions of the habitat(s) within the boundaries of the project site and
survey area to determine if the existing vegetation communities have the potential to provide suitable
habitat(s) for special-status plant and wildlife species. Additionally, the potential for each special-status
species identified during the literature reviews to occur within the survey area were determined based on
the reported occurrence locations in the CNDDB and CIRP and the following criteria:

e Present: the species was observed or detected within the survey area during the field survey.

e High: Occurrence records (within 20 years) indicate that the species has been known to occur on
or within 1 mile of the survey area and the site is within the normal expected range of this species.
Intact, suitable habitat preferred by this species occurs within the survey area and/or there is
viable landscape connectivity to a local known extant population(s) or sighting(s).

e Moderate: Occurrence records (within 20 years) indicate that the species has been known to
occur within 1 mile of the survey area and the survey area is within the normal expected range of
this species. There is suitable habitat within the survey area, but the site is ecologically isolated
from any local known extant populations or sightings.

e Low: Occurrence records (within 20 years) indicate that the species has been known to occur
within 5 miles of the survey area, but the site is outside of the normal expected range of the
species and/or there is poor quality or marginal habitat within the survey area.
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o Not Expected: There are no occurrence records of the species occurring within 5 miles of the
survey area, there is no suitable habitat within the survey area, and/or the survey area is outside
of the normal expected range for the species.

The CNDDB, CIRP, and IPaC databases identified twenty-seven (27) special-status plant species and thirty-
four (34) special-status wildlife species from the USGS Saticoy, Ventura, and Oxnard, California 7.5-
minute quadrangles. In addition, eight (8) special-status vegetation communities were identified by the
CNDDB. Special-status plant and wildlife species were evaluated for their potential to occur within the
survey area based on specific habitat requirements, availability/quality of suitable habitat, and known
distributions of species/populations. Special-status biological resources identified during the literature
review are presented in Attachment D.

Special-Status Plants

A total of twenty-seven (27) special-status plant species have been recorded in the USGS Saticoy, Ventura,
and Oxnard, California 7.5-minute quadrangles by the CNDDB, CIRP, and IPaC databases (refer to
Attachment D). There were no special-status plants identified in the survey area during the field survey.
Based on the results of the field survey and a review of specific habitat preferences, distributions, and
elevation ranges, Michael Baker determined that none of the special-status plant species identified by the
CNDDB, CIRP, and IPaC are expected to occur within the survey area.

Special-Status Wildlife

A total of thirty-four (34) special-status wildlife species have been recorded in the USGS Saticoy, Ventura,
and Oxnard, California 7.5-minute quadrangles by the CNDDB and IPaC databases (refer to Attachment
D). No special-status wildlife species were detected within the survey area during the field survey. Based
on the results of the field survey and a review of specific habitat preferences, occurrence records, known
distributions, and elevation ranges, Michael Baker determined that none of the special-status wildlife
species identified by the CNDDB and IPaC are expected to occur within the survey area.

Special-Status Vegetation Communities

Eight (8) special-status vegetation communities have been reported in the USGS Saticoy, Ventura, and
Oxnard, California 7.5-minute quadrangles by the CNDDB: California Walnut Woodland, Coastal and
Valley freshwater marsh, Southern California Coastal Lagoon, Southern California Steelhead Stream,
Southern Coast Live Oak Riparian Forest, Southern Coastal Salt Marsh, Southern Riparian Scrub, Southern
Sycamore Alder Riparian Forest. These special-status vegetation communities were not observed in the
survey area during the field survey, and no other special-status vegetation communities were observed.

Critical Habitat

Under the definition used by the federal Endangered Species Act (FESA), designated “Critical Habitat”
refers to specific areas within the geographical range of a species that were occupied at the time it was listed
that contain the physical or biological features that are essential to the survival and eventual recovery of
that species and that may require special management considerations or protection, regardless of whether
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the species is still extant in the area. Areas that were not known to be occupied at the time a species was
listed can also be designated Critical Habitat if they contain one or more of the physical or biological
features that are essential to that species’ conservation and if the other areas that are occupied are inadequate
to ensure the species’ recovery. If a project may result in take or adverse modification to a species’
designated Critical Habitat and the project has a federal nexus, the project proponent may be required to
provide suitable mitigation. Projects with a federal nexus may include projects that occur on federal lands,
require federal permits (e.g., CWA Section 404 permit), or receive any federal oversight or funding. If there
is a federal nexus, then the federal agency that is responsible for providing funds or permits would be
required to consult with the USFWS under the FESA. The survey area is not located within designated
Critical Habitat for any federally listed species.

Local Policies and Ordinances
County of Ventura Code of Ordinances — Tree Protection Regulations

No tree species protected under the County of Ventura Code of Ordinances, Division 8, Chapter 1, Article
7, Section 8107-25 Tree Protection Regulations were observed within the survey area. Refer to Attachment
C for a complete list of plant species observed within the survey area during the field survey. Further, the
project site does not fall within the Scenic Resource Protection (SRP) zone, and on-site trees are therefore
not protected under Section 8107-25 of the County of Ventura Code of Ordinances.

County of Ventura Code of Ordinances — Overlay Zones

Two overlay zones are defined within the County of Ventura Code of Ordinances, Division 8, Chapter 1,
Acrticle 4, Section 8104-7. These overlays define provisions for habitat connectivity, wildlife corridors, and
critical wildlife passage and include the Habitat Connectivity and Wildlife Corridors Overlay Zone and the
Critical Wildlife Passage Areas Overlay Zone. The project site is not located within either of these overlay
zones.

Conclusions and Recommendations

The entire 5.75-acre survey area is composed of developed land. No other vegetation communities or land
cover types occur on-site.

No special-status plant species were identified within the survey area during the field survey. Based on the
results of the field survey and a review of specific habitat preferences, distributions, and elevation ranges,
Michael Baker determined that none of the special-status plant species identified by the CNDDB, CIRP,
and IPaC are expected to occur within the survey area.

No special-status wildlife species were detected within the survey area during the field survey. Based on
the results of the field survey and a review of specific habitat preferences, distributions, and elevation
ranges, Michael Baker determined that none of the special-status wildlife species identified by the CNDDB
and IPaC are expected to occur within the survey area.

Nesting birds protected under the MBTA and CFGC have potential to occur within the survey area. To
avoid and minimize impacts on nesting birds, the following measure is recommended:
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BIO-1 If project-related activities are to be initiated during the nesting season (January 1 to August 31), a

pre-construction nesting bird clearance survey shall be conducted by a qualified biologist no more
than three (3) days prior to the start of any vegetation removal or ground disturbing activities. The
qualified biologist shall survey all suitable nesting habitat within the project impact area, and areas
within a biologically defensible buffer zone surrounding the project impact area.

If no active bird nests are detected during the clearance survey, project activities may begin, and
no additional avoidance and minimization measures shall be required for nesting birds. If an active
bird nest is found, the species shall be identified, and a “no-disturbance” buffer shall be established
around the active nest. The size of the “no-disturbance” buffer shall be increased or decreased based
on the judgement of the qualified biologist and level of activity and sensitivity of the species.

The qualified biologist shall periodically monitor any active bird nests to determine if project-
related activities occurring outside the “no-disturbance” buffer disturb the birds and if the buffer
should be increased. Once the young have fledged and left the nest, or the nest otherwise becomes
inactive under natural conditions, project activities within the “no-disturbance” buffer may occur
following an additional survey by the qualified biologist to search for any new bird nests in the
restricted area.

Please do not hesitate to contact me at (616) 502-1186 or anna.jullie@mbakerintl.com, or Arthur Popp at
(949) 379-0383 or arthur.popp@mbakerintl.com, should you have any questions or require further
information.

Sincerely,

A Qi Ot ot

Anna Jullie Arthur Popp
Biologist Natural Resources Technical Manager

Attachments:

A

moow
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