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Notice of Exemption Appendix E

From: (Public Agency): City of Merced

1776 Grogan Avenue, Merced CA 95341

(Address)

2222 M Street, Merced, CA 95340

Project Title: City of Merced Wastewater T reatment Facility Phase VI Improvements Project

Project Applicant: City of Merced

<3
A

cP11v. s
Project Location - County: MercedMercedProject Location - City: •YDescription of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project:

Replace two aeration basins to ensure safe and reliable treatment (existing basins are at risk of failure from a selsmic event). Modify the third aeration basin to convert to a true MLEfiguration
for improved operation. Replace three of the existing aeration blowers with one digester gas fueled blower for energy savings and a single dual core electric blower for redundancy. A diuse dl
(with a new Septage Receiving Drain Pump Station) will be installed to allow the screened and de-gritted septage to continue to flow by gravity to the headworks for treatment with theewater while also® l (wurscreen andluent waster
allowing the cleaned septage to be conveyed directly to the anaerobic digesters to mitigate adverse impacts on the secondary treatment process. Further, a new backup Septage RecelI Station I

maintenance procedures.
Recoat the UV channels since the current coating system has begin to fall.

(209) 385-6800Ken Elwin, Director of Public Works Area Code/Telephone/Extension:

Yes No

7//^ Director of Public WorksSignature: Date: Title:

■ Signed by Lead Agency Signed by Applicant

Date Received for filing at OPR:

Revised 2011

□

C
C

Lead Agency
Contact Person:

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code.
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code.

□ 
□ 
□ 
El 
□

Reasons why project is exempt:
The project purpose is to improve safety and reliability while reducing energy requirements and greenhouse gas 
emissions. The project therefore entails (Classi b) repair and minor alteration of public facilities including sewer facilities 
and (Class 2c) replacement of existing facilities where the new structure will be located on the same site and will have 
the same purpose and capacity as the structure that is replaced, including replacement or reconstruction of utilities with 
negligible or no expansion.

Project Location - Specific:

10260 Gove Road, Merced, California 95341

Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);
Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a));
Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));
Categorical Exemption. State type and section number: Class 1 (b) and Class 2(c)
Statutory Exemptions. State code number:

If filed by applicant:
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.
2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project?

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: City of Merced
Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: Ken Elwin, Director of Public Works 

Exempt Status: (check one):

To: Office of Planning and Research 
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044
County Clerk
County of: Merced_________
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aerated grit chamber) will be installed to allow for maintenance of the stations and continue to receive septage from the community. The existing Storm Debris Receiving Station will Include a new dewalering 
dumpster and modifications to the surrounding access pad, to reduce the manual labor required to dewater and treat the collection system debris that is brought to the WWTF during routine r—---- ---------------------
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Replace two aeration basins to ensure safe and reliable treatment (existing basins are at risk of failure from a seismic event).  Modify the third aeration basin to convert to a true MLE configuration with a
swing zone for improved operation.  Replace three of the existing aeration blowers with one digester gas fueled blower for emergency savings and a single dual core electric blower for redundancy.  A dual
use discharge connection (with a new Septage Receiving Drain Pump Station) will be installed to allow the screened and de-gritted septage to continue to flow by gravity to the headworks for treatment with
the influent wastewater while also allowing the cleaned septage to be conveyed directly to the anaerobic digesters to mitigate adverse impacts on the secondary treatment process.  Further, a new backup
Septage Receiving Station (with screen and aerated grit chamber) will be installed to allow for maintenance of the stations and continue to receive septage from the community.  The existing Storm Debris
Recieving Station will include a new dewatering dumpster and modifications to the surrounding access pad, to reduce the manual labor required to dewater and treat the collection system debris that is
brought to the WWTF during routine maintenance procedures.  Recoat the UV channels since the current coating system has begin to fail.


