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SECTION 1 
INTRODUCTION 

A. PURPOSE 

This document is a D policy-level, [gj project level Initial Study for evaluation of potential environmental impacts 
resulting with the proposed Conditional Use Permit #24-0002 (Refer to Exhibit "A" & "8"}. 

B. CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA) REQUIREMENTS AND THE IMPERIAL COUNTY'S 
GUIDELINES FOR IMPLEMENTING CEQA 

As defined by Section 15063 of the State California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines and Section 7 
of the County's "CEQA Regulations Guidelines for the Implementation of CEQA, as amended", an Initial Study is 
prepared primarily to provide the Lead Agency with information to use as the basis for determining whether an 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR), Negative Declaration, or Mitigated Negative Declaration would be appropriate 
for providing the necessary environmental documentation and clearance for any proposed project. 

D According to Section 15065, an EIR is deemed appropriate for a particular proposal if the following conditions 
occur: 

• The proposal has the potential to substantially degrade quality of the environment. 

• The proposal has the potential to achieve short-term environmental goals to the disadvantage of long-term 
environmental goals. 

• The proposal has possible environmental effects that are individually limited but cumulatively considerable. 

• The proposal could cause direct or indirect adverse effects on human beings. 

~ cording to Section 15070(a), a Negative Declaration is deemed appropriate if the proposal would not result 
in any signif,cant effect on the environment. 

D According to Section 15070(b), a Mitigated Negative Declaration is deemed appropriate if it is determined 
that though a proposal could result in a significant effect, mitigation measures are available to reduce these 
significant effects to insignificant levels. 

This Initial Study has determined that the proposed applications will not result in any potentially significant 
environmental impacts and therefore, a Negative Declaration is deemed as the appropriate document to provide 
necessary environmental evaluations and clearance as identified hereinafter. 

This Initial Study and Negative Declaration are prepared in conformance with the California Environmental Quality 
Act of 1970, as amended (Public Resources Code, Section 21000 et. seq.); Section 15070 of the State & County 
of lmperial's Guidelines for Implementation of the California Environmental Quality Act of 1970, as amended 
(California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Chapter 3, Section 15000, et. seq.); applicable requirements of the 
County of Imperial; and the regulations, requirements, and procedures of any other responsible public agency or 
an agency with jurisdiction by law. 

Pursuant to the County of Imperial Guidelines for Implementing CEQA, depending on the project scope, the County 
of Imperial Board of Supervisors, Planning Commission and/or Planning Director is designated the Lead Agency, 
in accordance with Section 15050 of the CEQA Guidelines. The Lead Agency is the public agency which has the 
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principal responsibility for approving the necessary environmental clearances and analyses for any project in the 
County. 

C. INTENDED USES OF INITIAL STUDY AND NEGATIVE DECLARATION 

This Initial Study and Negative Declaration are informational documents which are intended to inform County of 
Imperial decision makers, other responsible or interested agencies, and the general public of potential 
environmental effects of the proposed applications. The environmental review process has been established to 
enable public agencies to evaluate environmental consequences and to examine and implement methods of 
eliminating or reducing any potentially adverse impacts. While CEQA requires that consideration be given to 
avoiding environmental damage, the Lead Agency and other responsible public agencies must balance adverse 
environmental effects against other public objectives, including economic and social goals. 

The Initial Study and Negative Declaration, prepared for the project will be circulated for a period of 20 days (30-
days if submitted to the State Clearinghouse for a project of area-wide significance) for public and agency review 
and comments. At the conclusion, if comments are received, the County Planning & Development Services 
Department will prepare a document entitled "Responses to Comments" which will be forwarded to any 
commenting entity and be made part of the record within 10-days of any project consideration. 

D. CONTENTS OF INITIAL STUDY & NEGATIVE DECLARATION 

This Initial Study is organized to facilitate a basic understanding of the existing setting and environmental 
implications of the proposed applications. 

SECTION 1 

I. INTRODUCTION presents an introduction to the entire report. This section discusses the environmental 
process, scope of environmental review, and incorporation by reference documents. 

SECTION2 

II. ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST FORM contains the County's Environmental Checklist Form. The checklist 
form presents results of the environmental evaluation for the proposed applications and those issue areas that 
would have either a potentially significant impact, potentially significant unless mitigation incorporated, less than 
significant impact or no impact. 

PROJECT SUMMARY, LOCATION AND EVIRONMENTAL SETTINGS describes the proposed project 
entitlements and required applications. A description of discretionary approvals and permits required for project 
implementation is also included. ft also identifies the location of the project and a general description of the 
surrounding environmental settings. 

ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS evaluates each response provided in the environmental checklist form. Each 
response checked in the checklist form is discussed and supported with sufficient data and analysis as necessary. 
As appropriate, each response discussion describes and identifies specific impacts anticipated with project 
implementation. 

SECTION3 

Ill. MANDATORY FINDINGS presents Mandatory Findings of Significance in accordance with Section 15065 of 
the CEQA Guidelines. 

IV. PERSONS AND ORGANIZATIONS CONSUL TED identifies those persons consulted and involved in 
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preparation of this Initial Study and Negative Declaration. 

V. REFERENCES lists bibliographical materials used in preparation of this document. 

VI. NEGATIVE DECLARATION-COUNTY OF IMPERIAL 

VII. FINDINGS 

SECTION4 

VIII. RESPONSE TO COMMENTS (IF ANY) 

IX. MITIGATION MONITORING & REPORTING PROGRAM (MMRP) (IF ANY) 

E. SCOPE OF ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS 

For evaluation of environmental impacts, each question from the Environmental Checklist Form is summarized 
and responses are provided according to the analysis undertaken as part of the Initial Study. Impacts and effects 
will be evaluated and quantified, when appropriate. To each question, there are four possible responses, including: 

1. No Impact: A "No Impact" response is adequately supported if the impact simply does not apply to the 
proposed applications. 

2. Less Than Significant Impact: The proposed applications will have the potential to impact the environment. 
These impacts, however, will be less than significant; no additional analysis is required. 

3. Potentially Significant Unless Mitigation Incorporated: This applies where incorporation of mitigation 
measures has reduced an effect from "Potentially Significant Impact' to a "Less Than Significant Impact". 

4. Potentially Significant Impact: The proposed applications could have impacts that are considered 
significant. Additional analyses and possibly an EIR could be required to identify mitigation measures that 
could reduce these impacts to less than significant levels. 

F. POLICY-LEVEL or PROJECT LEVEL ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS 

This Initial Study and Negative Declaration will be conducted under a D policy-level~ project level analysis. 
Regarding mitigation measures, it is not the intent of this document to "overlap" or rest~ onditions of approval 
that are commonly established for future known projects or the proposed applications. Additionally, those other 
standard requirements and regulations that any development must comply with, that are outside the County's 
jurisdiction, are also not considered mitigation measures and therefore, will not be identified in this document. 

G. TIERED DOCUMENTS AND INCORPORATION BY REFERENCE 

Information, findings, and conclusions contained in this document are based on incorporation by reference of tiered 
documentation, which are discussed in the following section. 

1. Tiered Documents 

As permitted in Section 15152(a) of the CEQA Guidelines, information and discussions from other documents 
can be included into this document. Tiering is defined as follows: 

"Tiering refers to using the analysis of general matters contained in a broader EIR (such as the one prepared 
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for a general plan or policy statement) with later EIRs and negative declarations on narrower projects; 
incorporating by reference the general discussions from the broader EIR; and concentrating the later EIR or 
negative declaration solely on the issues specific to the later project." 

Tiering also allows this document to comply with Section 15152(b) of the CEQA Guidelines, which discourages 
redundant analyses, as follows: 

"Agencies are encouraged to tier the environmental analyses which they prepare for separate but related 
projects including the general plans, zoning changes, and development projects. This approach can eliminate 
repetitive discussion of the same issues and focus the later EIR or negative declaration on the actual issues 
ripe for decision at each level of environmental review. Tiering is appropriate when the sequence of analysis 
is from an EIR prepared for a general plan, policy or program to an EIR or negative declaration for another 
plan, policy, or program of lesser scope, or to a site-specific EIR or negative declaration." 

Further, Section 15152(d) of the CEQA Guidelines states: 

"Where an EIR has been prepared and certified for a program, plan, policy, or ordinance consistent with the 
requirements of this section, any lead agency for a later project pursuant to or consistent with the program, 
plan, policy, or ordinance should limit the EIR or negative declaration on the later project to effects which: 

(1) Were not examined as significant effects on the environment in the prior EIR; or 

(2) Are susceptible to substantial reduction or avoidance by the choice of specific revisions in the project, by 
the imposition of conditions, or other means." 

2. Incorporation By Reference 

Incorporation by reference is a procedure for reducing the size of EIRs/MND and is most appropriate for 
including long, descriptive, or technical materials that provide general background information, but do not 
contribute directly to the specific analysis of the project itself. This procedure is particularly useful when an 
EIR or Negative Declaration relies on a broadly-drafted EIR for its evaluation of cumulative impacts of related 
projects (Las Virgenes Homeowners Federation v. County of Los Angeles [1986, 177 Ca.3d 300]). If an EIR 
or Negative Declaration relies on information from a supporting study that is available to the public, the EIR 
or Negative Declaration cannot be deemed unsupported by evidence or analysis (San Francisco Ecology 
Center v. City and County of San Francisco (1975, 48 Ca.3d 584, 595]). This document incorporates by 
reference appropriate information from the "Final Environmental Impact Report and Environmental 
Assessment for the "County of Imperial General Plan EIR" prepared by Brian F. Mooney Associates in 1993 
and updates. 

When an EIR or Negative Declaration incorporates a document by reference, the incorporation must comply 
with Section 15150 of the CEQA Guidelines as follows: 

• The incorporated document must be available to the public or be a matter of public record (CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15150[a]). The General Plan EIR and updates are available, along with this document, 
at the County of Imperial Planning & Development Services Department, 801 Main Street El Centro, CA 
92243 Ph. (442) 265-1736. 

• This document must be available for inspection by the public at an office of the lead agency (CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15150[b]). These documents are available at the County of Imperial Planning & 
Development Services Department, 801 Main Street, El Centro, CA 92243 Ph. (442) 265-1736. 

• These documents must summarize the portion of the document being incorporated by reference or briefly 
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describe information that cannot be summarized. Furthermore, these documents must describe the 
relationship between the incorporated information and the analysis in the tiered documents (CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15150[c]). As discussed above, the tiered EIRs address the entire project site and 
provide background and inventory information and data which apply to the project site. Incorporated 
information and/or data will be cited in the appropriate sections. 

• These documents must include the State identification number of the incorporated documents (CEQA 
Guidelines Section 151.SO[d]). The State Clearinghouse Number for the County of Imperial General Plan 
EIR is SCH #93011023. 

• The material to be incorporated in this document will include general background information (CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15150[ij). This has been previously discussed in this document. 
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II. Environmental Checklist 
1. Project Title: Conditional Use Pem,it (CUP) #24-0002 / Initial Study #24-0013 

California Department of Transportation (CAL TRANS) 

2. Lead Agency: Imperial County Planning & Development Services Department 

3. Contact person and phone number: Rocio Yee, Planner I, (442)265-1736, ext. 1750 

4. Address: 801 Main Street, El Centro CA, 92243 

5. E-mail: rocioyee@co.imperial.ca.us 

6. Project location: Sand Hills Safety Roadside Rest Area, within the Interstate Right of Way between Hwy 8 & 

Kumeyaay Hwy 

7. Project sponsor's name and address: David Webb Inc. 

P.O. Box 1982 Yucca Valley CA. 92286 

8. General Plan designation: Recreation 

9. Zoning: S-2 (Open Space Preservation) BLM, Within 1-8 Right of Way (ROW) 

10. Description of project: The California Department of Transportation, Caltrans, hereby requests the issuance of 
a Conditional Use Permit for the purpose of drilling, developing and maintaining a new water well at the Sand Hills 
Safety Roadside Rest Area. The proposed well will be located entirely within the Interstate Right of Way. The new 
well is intended to replace the existing dilapidated and unrepairable well that currently exists at this location. The 
new well will serve to ensure the health, safety and sanitary needs of the traveling public throughout the Interstate 
8 corridor in Imperial County and the consumption from the new well is expected to be approximately 1 /2 of an 
acre foot per year. 

11. Surrounding land uses and setting: The project site in the Sand Hills Safety Roadside Rest Area, that is located 
within the right of way, between Fwy 8 & Kumeyaay Hwy. Surrounding land on North, South, East and West are 
vacant Land under BLM (Bureau of Land Management). 

12. Other public agencies whose approval is required (e.g., pem,its, financing approval, or participation 
agreement.): Planning Commission, Imperial County Air Pollution Control District, Imperial County Environmental 
Health Services, and Imperial County Fire Department. 

13. Have California Native American tribes traditionally and culturally affiliated with the project area requested 
consultation pursuantto Public Resources Code section 21080.3.1? If so, is there a plan for consultation that 
includes, for example, the determination of significance of impacts to tribal cultural resources, procedures 
regarding confidentially, etc.? 
The AB 52 Notice of Opportunity to consult was mailed via certified mail to the Quechan Indian Tribe and Campo Band 
of Mission Indian Tribes on April 3, 2024, for their review and comment; no comments were received to this date. 

Note: Conducting consultation early in the CEQA process allows tribal governments, lead agencies, and 
pro ject proponents to discuss the level of environmental review, identify and address potential adverse 
impacts to tribal cultural resources, and reduce the potential for delay and conflict in the environmental review 
process. (See Public Resources Code, Section 21080.3.2). Information may also be available from the 
California Native American Heritage Commission's Sacred Lands File per Public Resources Code, Section 
5097.96 and the California Historical Resources Information System administered by the California Office of 
Historic Preservation. Please also note that Public Resources Code, Section 21082.3 {c} contains provisions 
specific to confidentiality. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: 

The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project, involving at least one impact 
that is a "Potentially Significant Impact" as indicated by the checklist on the following pages. 

D Aesthetics D Agriculture and Forestry Resources D Air Quality 

□ Biological Resources □ Cultural Resources □ Energy 

□ Geology /Soils □ Greenhouse Gas Emissions □ Hazards & Hazardous Materials 

□ Hydrology/ Water Quality □ Land Use / Planning □ Mineral Resources 

□ Noise □ Population / Housing □ Public Services 

□ Recreation □ Transportation □ Tribal Cultural Resources 

□ Utilities/Service Systems □ Wildfire □ Mandatory Findings of Significance 

ENVIRONMENTAL EVALUATION COMMITTEE (EEC) DETERMINATION 

After Review of the Initial Study, the Environmental Evaluation Committee has: 

~ found that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and a NEGATIVE 
~ LARA TION will be prepared. 

D Found that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, there will not be a 
significant effect in this case because revisions in the project have been made by or agreed to by the project proponent. 
A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared. 

D Found that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT REPORT is required. 

D Found that the proposed project MAY have a "potentially significant impact" or "potentially significant unless 
mitigated" impact on the environment, but at least one effect 1) has been adequately analyzed in an earlier document 
pursuant to applicable legal standards, and 2) has been addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier 
analysis as described on attached sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required, but it must analyze 
only the effects that remain to be addressed. 

D Found that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, because all potentially 
significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION pursuant to 
applicable standards, and (b} have been avoided or mitigated pursuant to that earlier EIR or NEGATIVE 
DECLARATION, including revisions or mitigation measures that are imposed upon the proposed project, nothing 
further is required. 

EEC VOTES 
PUBLIC WORKS 
ENVIRONMENT AL HEAL TH SVCS 
OFFICE EMERGENCY SERVICES 
APCD 
AG 
SHERIFF DEPARTMENT 

~ ttk t,, ' 
Jim Minnick,DlrectoroPlanning/EEC Chairman 
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PROJECT SUMMARY 

A. Project Location: The project site is situated entirely within the Interstate Right of Way, positioned between 
Route Freeway 8 and Kumeyaay Highway, commonly referred to as Sand Hills Rest Area, located on 
California 1-8, exit 156 about 20 miles west of the Arizona State Line. 

B. Project Summary: The California Department of Transportation, Caltrans, hereby requests the issuance of 
a Conditional Use Permit for the purpose of drilling, developing and maintaining a new water well at the Sand 
Hills Safety Roadside Rest Area. The proposed well will be located entirely within the Interstate Right of Way. 
The new well is intended to replace the existing dilapidated and unrepairable well that currently exists at this 
location. The new well will serve to ensure hearth, safety and sanitary needs (ie. Restrooms) of the travering 
public throughout the Interstate 8 corridor in Imperial County. The expected usage from the new well is 
anticipated to match the existing water well, around 1/2 acre-foot per year, with no planned increasement in 
water extraction 

C. Environmental Setting: The proposed project is located within the Interstate Right of Way, between 
highways, surrounded by BLM land zone within land designated as Recreation/Open Space. The existing 
Rest Area is located near the Imperial Valley desert sand dunes, requiring no vegetation or land grading 
adjustments, thus maintaining its natural environmental setting. 

D. Analysis: The proposed project is for the replacement of an existing, dilapidated and unrepairable water well 
that it has been used for Recreational uses over the years, e.g. Rest Area, and is it currently in use. The 
construction of the water well replacement will comply with California Well standards and will be subject to 
Division 21 (Water Well Regulations) and Division 22 (Groundwater Ordinance) of the Imperial County Land 
Use Ordinances (Title 9). 

E. General Plan Consistency: The project is located within an area designated as Recreational/Open Space 
according to the General Plan, and the parcel is zoned S-2 (Open Space Preservation), BLM (Bureau of Land 
Management). The project could be considered consistent with the General Plan and the County Land Use 
Ordinance upon the approval of the proposed CUP. 
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Exhibit "A" 
Vicinity Map 

PROJECT LOCATION MAP 
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EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS: 

1) A brief explanation is required for all answers except "No Impact" answers that are adequately supported by the 
information sources a lead agency cites in the parentheses following each question. A "No Impact" answer is 
adequately supported if the referenced information sources show that the impact simply does not apply to 
projects like the one involved (e.g., the project falls outside a fault rupture zone). A "No Impact" answer should 
be explained where it is based on project-specific factors as well as general standards (e.g., the project will not 
expose sensitive receptors to pollutants, based on a project-specific screening analysis). 

2) All answers must take account of the whole action involved, including off-site as well as on-site, cumulative as 
well as project-level, indirect as well as direct, and construction as well as operational impacts. 

3) Once the lead agency has determined that a particular physical impact may occur, then the checklist answers 
must indicate whether the impact is potentially significant, less than significant with mitigation, or less than 
significant. "Potentially Significant Impact" is appropriate if there is substantial evidence that an effect may be 
significant. If there are one or more "Potentially Significant Impact" entries when the determination is made, an 
EIR is required. 

4) "Negative Declaration: Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorporated" applies where the incorporation of 
mitigation measures has reduced an effect from "Potentially Significant Impact" to a "Less Than Significant 
Impact." The lead agency must describe the mitigation measures, and briefly explain how they reduce the effect 
to a less than significant level (mitigation measures from "Earlier Analyses," as described in (5) below, may be 
cross-referenced). 

5) Earlier analyses may be used where, pursuant to the tiering, program EIR, or other CEQA process, an effect 
has been adequately analyzed in an earlier EIR or negative declaration. Section 15063(c)(3)(D). In this case, a 
brief discussion should identify the following: 

a) Earlier Analysis Used. Identify and state where they are available for review. 
b) Impacts Adequately Addressed. Identify which effects from the above checklist were within the scope of 

and adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and state whether 
such effects were addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis. 

c) Mitigation Measures. For effects that are "Less than Significant with Mitigation Measures Incorporated," 
describe the mitigation measures which were incorporated or refined from the earlier document and the 
extent to which they address site-specific conditions for the project. 

6) Lead agencies are encouraged to incorporate into the checklist references to information sources for potential 
impacts (e.g., general plans, zoning ordinances). Reference to a previously prepared or outside document 
should, where appropriate, include a reference to the page or pages where the statement is substantiated. 

7) Supporting Information Sources: A source list should be attached, and other sources used or individuals 
contacted should be cited in the discussion. 

8) This is only a suggested fonn, and lead agencies are free to use different formats; however, lead agencies 
should normally address the questions from this checklist that are relevant to a project's environmental effects 
in whatever format is selected. 

9) The explanation of each issue should identify: 

a) the significance criteria or threshold, if any, used to evaluate each question; and 
b} the mitigation measure identified, if any, to reduce the impact to less than significance 
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Potentially 
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Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
(LTSI) 

No Impact 
(Nil 

I. AESTHETICS 

Except as provided in Public Resources Code Section 21099, would the project: 

a) 

b) 

c) 

d) 

Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista or scenic 
highway? □ □ □ 
a) The proposed project will be located west of the Townsite ofWinterhaven between Kumeyaay Hwy and Freeway 8; however, 
the proposed facility is not located within the vicinity of a scenic highway. It is not designated as a scenic highway in the 
Imperial County General Plan Circulation and Scenic Highways Element (Imperial County 2008) nor is it identified on the 
California Scenic Highway Mapping System (Caltrans 2016). No scenic vistas or areas with high visual quality would be 
adversely affected by the development of the proposed projects. Any potential impacts would appear to be less than 
significant. 

Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not 
limited to trees, rock outcroppings, and historic buildings within O D D ~ 
a state scenic highway? 
b) The proposed project ls not near a state scenic highway; therefore, it will not damage scenic resources including trees, 
outcropping, and historical buildings within a state scenic highway. No impact is expected. 

In non-urbanized areas, substantially degrade the existing 
visual character or quality of public views of the site and its 
surrounding? (Public views are those that are experienced D D ~ D 
from publicly accessible vantage point.) If the project is in an • 
urbanized area, would the project conflict with applicable 
zoning and other regulations governing scenic quality? 
c) The proposed project is consistent with current zoning and land uses in the surrounding parcels with an approved 
conditional use permit. The site is zoned for recreation uses and has been previously impacted by those uses. Therefore, a 
less than significant impact is expected. 

Create a new source of substantial light or glare which would D D D ~ 
adversely affect day or nighttime views in the area? 
d) The proposed project is for the replacement and operations of a commercial water well to supply a rest area. It is not 
expected that a new source of substantial light or glare would adversely affect day or nighttime views in the area. No impacts 
are expected 

AGRICULTURE AND FOREST RESOURCES 

In determining whether impacts to agricultural resources are significant environmental effects, lead agencies may refer to the California 
Agrieultural Land Evaluation and Site Assessment Model (1997) prepared by the California Department of Conservation as an optional model to 
use in assessing Impacts on agriculture and farmland. In determining whether impacts to forest resources, Including timberland, are significant 
environmental effects, lead agencies may refer to information compiled by the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection regarding 
the state's inventory of forest land, including the Forest and Range Assessment Project and the Forest Legacy Assessment project; and forest 
carbon measurement methodology provided in Forest Protocols adopted by the California Air Resources Board. -Would the project: 

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of 
Statewide Importance (Farmland), as shown on the maps 
prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring O O O ~ 
Program of the California Resources Agency, to non-
agricultural use? 
a) The proposed project site is listed as "Area Not Mapped" located outside the survey boundary per the California Farmland 
Mapping & Monitoring Program: Imperial County Important Farmland 2018 Map3. Therefore, the proposed project will not 
convert any type of Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide Importance to non-agricultural use. No 
impacts are expected. 

b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a D D D ~ 
Williamson Act Contract? 
b) The County of Imperial has no current active Williamson Act contracts; therefore, the proposed project is not expected to 
conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a Williamson Act Contract. No Impacts are expected. 
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Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of, forest 
land (as defined in Public Resources Code section 12220(g)), 
timberland (as defined by Public Resources Code section D O D 1:8] 
4526), or timberland zoned Timberland Production (as defined 
by Government Code Section 51104(9))? 
c) The proposed project site is not zoned for, nor does it contain forest land or timber land. As such, the project would not 
impact forest or timberlands. No impact Is expected. 

Result in the loss of forest land or conversion of forest land to 
non-forest use? □ □ □ 1:8] 
d) As previously stated under item (ll)(c) above, the proposed project is not located in forest land, therefore, it is not expected 
to result in the loss of forest land or conversion of forest land to non-forest. No impacts are expected. 

Involve other changes in the existing environment which, due 
to their location or nature, could result in conversion of 
Farmland, to non-agricultural use or conversion of forest land 
to non-forest use? 

□ □ □ 

e) There is no existing farmland or forestland on or in the immediate vicinity. Development of the proposed project would 
not result in the loss or conversion of farmland to non-agricultural use or conversion of forestland to non-forest use. 
Therefore, no impacts are expected. 

111 . AIR QUALITY 

Where available, the significance criteria established by the applicable air quality management district or air pollution control district may be 
relied upon to the following determinations. Would the Project: 

a) 

b) 

c) 

d) 

Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air 
quality plan? □ □ IZl □ 
a) The proposed project is for the replacement, construction and operations of a commercial water well to supply the rest 
area, and it is not expected to conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air quality plan, Additionally, the 
consumption from the new well is expected to be approximately 1/2 of an acre foot per year. Per Imperial County Alr Pollution 
Control District's comment letter25 dated April 16, 2024, all construction activities must adhere to Regulation VIII, which is a 
collection of rules, designed to limit emissions of fugitive dust to 20% opacity. To be compliant with Air District rules, the 
drllling equipment used to construct the water well must meet the California Portable Equipment Registration Program 
(PERP) certifications or apply for certification from Air District. Adherence and compliance to ACPD's rules and regulations 
will bring any impacts to less than significant. 

Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any 
criteria pollutant for which the project region is non-attainment 
under an applicable federal or state ambient air quality 
standard? 

□ □ IZl □ 

b) As previously stated under item (lll)(a) above, the water well construction shall comply with the rules and regulations of 
the Imperial County Air Pollution Control District, therefore, it is not expected that the proposed project would substantially 
contribute to an existing or projected air quality violation. Therefore, any impacts are expected to be less than significant. 

Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutants 
concentrations? □ □ IZl □ 
c) The proposed project is not expected to expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutants concentrations during the 
construction of the commercial water well. However, any exposure would be temporary and would be lessened by adhering 
to Air Pollution Control District's rules and regulations. Compliance with APCD's requirements would bring any impacts to 
less than significant. 

Result in other emissions (such as those leading to odors 
adversely affecting a substantial number of people? □ □ 1:8] □ 

d) The proposed project is not expected to expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutants concentrations. 
Furthermore, with the continued adherence to the ICACPD requirements as shown above, any impacts would remain at a 
level less than significant. 
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IV. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES Would the project: 

a) 

b) 

c) 

d) 

e) 

ry 

Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through 
habitat modifications, on any species identified as a candidate, 
sensitive, or special status species in local or regional plans, D D [g] D 
policies or regulations, or by the California Department of Fish 
and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? 
a) The proposed project location is within a recreation zone area, already impacted by past general commercial and 
recreational uses. According to the Imperial County General Plan's Conservation and Open Space Element5, Figure 1 
"Sensitive Habitat Map••," the project is not located within a sensitive habitat area. Additionally, in accordance to Figure 2 
"Sensitive Species Map6b," the project is located within the Flat-tailed Horned Lizard Species Distribution Model area. 
However, the proposed project does not expect to have any substantial physical changes to the environment as the proposed 
construction is to take place below ground level. Consequently, It does not appear to have a substantially adverse effect, 
either directly or through habitat modification, or to any species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or of special status in 
local or regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife Service. Any future 
developments on site, the applicant shall contact ICPDS; therefore, any impacts are expected to be less than significant. 

Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or 
other sensitive natural community identified in local or regional D D [g] D 
plans, policies, regulations, or by the California Department of 
Fish and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? 
b) According to the Imperial County General Plan's Conservation and Open Space Element5, the project site is not within a 
sensitive or riparian habitat, or on other sensitive natural community. Additionally, the proposed water well is expected to be 
replaced for a new water well and is expected to be approximately 1/2 of an acre foot per year; therefore, it does not appear 
to have a substantial effect in local regional plans, policies, and regulations with respect to sensitive natural communities or 
by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Any impacts are expected to be less than 
significant. 

Have a substantial adverse effect on state or federally 
protected wetlands (including, but not limited to, marsh, vernal 
pool, coastal, etc.) through direct removal, filling, hydrological 
interruption, or other means? 

□ □ □ 

c) According to the National Wetlands Inventory: Surface Waters and Wetlands Map7, the proposed project is not located 
within a riparian habitat, and which will not cause a substantial adverse effect on federal protected wetlands (including, but 
not limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other means. Any 
impacts are expected to be less than significant. 

Interfere substantially with the movement of any resident or 
migratory fish or wildlife species or with established native 
resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use of 
native wildlife nursery sites? 

□ □ □ 

d) The proposed project site is a replacement of a dilapidated and unrepairable well that currently exists at this location. As 
previously stated on item (JV)(b) above, the project site is not located within a Sensitive Habitat; therefore, It would not 
interfere substantially with the movement of any resident or migratory fish or wildlife species or with established native 
resident or migratory wildlife corridors or impede the use of native wildlife nursery sites. Any impacts are expected to be less 
than significant. 

Conflict with any local policies or ordinance protecting 
biological resource, such as a tree preservation policy or D O D [g] 
ordinance? 
e) The proposed project does not conflict with any local policy or ordinance protecting biological resources, such as tree 
preservation policies or ordinances. No impacts are expected. 

Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat 
Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation Plan, or D D [g] D 
other approved local, regional, or state habitat conservation 
plan? 
f) The proposed project site is not located within a designated sensitive area according to the Imperial County General Plan's 
Conservation and Open Space Elementll, therefore, it would not conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat 
Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state habitat conservation 
plan. Any impacts are expected to be Jess than significant. 
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V. CULTURAL RESOURCES Would the project: 

a) 

b) 

c) 

Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a 
historical resource pursuant to §15064.5? □ □ □ 
a) The proposed project site was previously used for general recreational uses, which is located within disturbed land he 
replacement of the water well will reach a depth of 350 feet, positioned centrally within the Rest Area to optimize functionality. 
The project will not appear to cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an archaeological resource pursuant 
to §15064.5 (Determining the Significance of Impacts to Archaeological and Historical Resources); Therefore, any impacts 
are considered less than significant. 

Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an D D [8J D 
archaeological resource pursuant to §15064.5? 
b) As mentioned under Item a) above, the proposed is located on previously disturbed land and it is not likely that any 
historical, archaeological or human remains will be discovered. Therefore, any impacts would be less than significant. 

Disturb any human remains, including those interred outside 
of dedicated cemeteries? □ □ □ 
c) As mentioned under Item a) above, the proposed project and facility is located on disturbed land zoned for commercial 
and recreation type uses and is not expected to directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological resource or unique 
geologic feature. Therefore, a less than significant impact is expected. 

VI. ENERGY Would the project: 

a) 

b) 

Result in potentially significant environmental impact due to 
wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary consumption of energy D D [8J D 
resources, during project construction or operation? 
a) The proposed project is Int.ended to replace the existing dilapidated and unrepairable well that currenUy exists at this 
location. The new well will serve to ensure the health, safety and sanitary needs of the traveling public throughout the 
Interstate 8 corridor in Imperial County. Therefore, it will not result in potentia.lly significant environmenta.1 impact due to 
wasteful, insufficient, or unnecessary consumption of energy resources, during the project construction or operation. Any 
developments would require compliance with the latest edition of the California Building Code and a new building permit 
application with the Imperial County Planning and Development Services Department was already issued as an emergency 
permit. Therefore, a less than significant impact is expected. 

Conflict with or obstruct a state or local plan for renewable 
energy or energy efficiency? □ □ [8J □ 

b) As previously stated on item (VO(a) above, the proposed project is for the replacement of an existing water well to supply 
the existing Rest Area with no changes to the existing zoning. Any developments would require compliance with the latest 
energy efficiency and renewable energy standards and regulations. Therefore, the proposed project will not conflict with or 
obstruct a state or local plan for renewable energy or energy efficiency. Any impacts are expected to be less than significant 

VII. GEOLOGY AND SOILS Would the project: 

a) Directly or indirectly cause potential substantial adverse D D ~ D 
effects, including risk of loss, injury, or death involving: 

a) The construction and replacement of the proposed water well does not appear to conflict with the geology and soil 
of adjacent parcels In the area. Any developments on the parcel will be subject to compliance with the latest edition 
of the California Building Code as well as to go through a ministerial building permit review. Therefore, the 
proposed project would not directly or indirectly cause potential substantial adverse effects regarding impacts to 
geology and soils. Any Impacts are expected to be less than significant. 

1) Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as delineated on 
the most recent Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning 
Map issued by the State Geologist for the area or based 
on other substantial evidence of a known fault? Refer to 
Division of Mines and Geology Special Publication 42? 

□ □ □ 

1) The proposed project is not located or near a known fault. The Quadrangle Official Map Effective January 1, 1990, 
does not indicate any active faults in or near the project area. The Algodones Fault is approximately 5 miles west of the 
proposed project site. Therefore, a less than significant impact is expected. 
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2) Strong Seismic ground shaking? D O [gl 0 
2) As previously stated on item (Vll)(a)(1) above, the proposed project is located approximately five (5) a mile away west 
of the Algodones Fault, Indicating seismic ground shaking is expected. An emergency building permit was Issued for 
the construction of the water well with adherence to the latest edition of the California Building Code. The permit review 
didn't bring any mitigation measures, therefore less than significant impacts were expected. 

3) Seismic-related ground failure, including liquefaction D D [gl D 
and seiche/tsunami? 
3) The proposed project site is not located in a seiche/tsunami area per the California Tsunami Data Maps 13• Any impacts 
are expected to be less than significant 

4) Landslides? D D t8] D 
4) According to Imperial County General Plan's Seismic and Public Safety Element1', "Landslide Activity Map1 ... ," Figure 
2, the proposed project is located within a moderate landslide activity area. The topography within the proposed project 
site is generally flat. However, any developments on the parcel will be subject to compliance with the latest edition of 
the California Building Code as well as to go through a ministerial building permit review. Construction of the water well 
replacement will comply with California Well standards amf will be subjected to Division 21 (Water Well Regulations) 
and Division 22 {Groundwater Ordlnance) of the Imperial County Land Use Ordinances (Title 9). A drill log will also be 
required from a California licensed well driller contractor during drilling operations. Therefore, less than significant 
impacts are expected. 

Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil? D D [gl D 
b) According to Imperial County General Plan's Seismic and Public Safety Element14, "Erosion Activity Map14o," Figure 3, 
the proposed project is not located within an area of substantial soil erosion. Any impacts are expected to be less than 
significant. 

Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable or that 
would become unstable as a result of the project, and D D t8] D 
potentially result in on- or off-site landslides, lateral spreading, 
subsidence, liquefaction or collapse? 
c) The proposed project site is not located on a geological unit that would become unstable or collapse as a result of the 
proposed water well construction. Any construction will be subject to compliance with the latest edition of the California 
Building Code as well as going through a ministerial building permit review. Adherence and compliance to these standards 
and regulations would bring any impacts to less than significant. 

Be located on expansive soil, as defined in the latest Uniform 
Building Code, creating substantial direct or indirect risk to life D O t8] 0 
or property? 
d) The proposed project is not located on an expansive soil area. However, as previously stated on section (Vll)(c), any 
new developments will require adherence and compliance to the California Building Code, standards and regulations, as 
well as to go through a ministerial building permit review which would bring any impacts to less than significant. 

Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use of 
septic tanks or alternative waste water disposal systems D D ~ D 
where sewers are not available for the disposal of waste 
water? 
e) The proposed project is for the construction and replacement of a new water well to supply the Sand Hills Rest Area. The 
applicant and the water well driller shall ensure that the selected well drilling location maintains the appropriate setbacks 
from the approved septic system, which according to Title 8, Section 8.80.100 of Imperial County Ordinance, shall be located 
a minimum of 100 feet from the disposal area (leach lines) and 50 feet from the septic tank. Once the well is installed, the 
applicant will be required to conduct a water potability test to ensure the water meets potable standards. EHS has no 
comments at this time. Adherence and compliance with Imperial County Public Health Department, Division of Environmental 
Health standards and regulations would bring any impacts to less than significant. 

Directly or indirecHy destroy a unique paleontological resource 
or site or unique geologic feature? □ □ □ 
f) The proposed project is for the construction and replacement of a water well to supply The Sand Hills Rest Area. The 
proposed project does not appear to directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological resource or site of unique geologic 
feature on site as there are no known unique resources or features on site or records of. Additionally, an emergency pennit 
for the construction of the water well was issued and no paleontological resources were found, therefore no impacts are 
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VIII. GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSION Would the project: 

a) 

b) 

Generate greenhouse gas emissions, either directly or 
indirectly, that may have a significant impact on the O D 1:8] D 
environment? 
a) The proposed replacement of the water well is located in an already disturbed land; therefore, the action is not expected 
to generate greenhouse gas emissions, either directly or indirectly, that may have a significant impact on the environment. 
Additionally, as previously stated on item (lll)(a) above, adherence and compliance to ACPD's rules and regulations will bring 
any impacts to less than significant levels. 

Conflict with an applicable plan or policy or regulation adopted 
for the purpose of reducing the emissions of greenhouse O O 1:8] 0 
gases? 
b) The proposed project will not conflict with an applicable plan, policy or regulation adopted for the purpose of reducing the 
emissions of greenhouse gases. The facility site was previously utilized for recreational uses. Therefore, less than significant 
impacts are expected. 

IX. HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS Would the project: 

a) Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment 

b) 

c) 

d) 

e) 

f) 

through the routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous D D D 1:8] 
materials? 
a) The proposed project is not expected to create a significant hazard to the public or the environment as it does not 
involve the handling of any hazardous materials. No impacts are expected. 

Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment 
through reasonable foreseeable upset and accident conditions 
involving the release of hazardous materials into the 
environment? 

□ □ □ 

b) The proposed residential water well is not expected to create a significant hazard to the public or environment through 
reasonable foreseeable upset and accident conditions involving the release of hazardous materials into the environment as 
no hazardous materials are anticipated as part of the project. No impacts are expected. 

Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely 
hazardous materials, substances, or waste within one-quarter D D D 1:8] 
mile of an existing or proposed school? 
c) The proposed project does not anticipate the emitting of hazardous emissions, or the handling of hazardous or acutely 
hazardous materials, substance, or waste as previously stated on items (IX)(a) and (IX)(b) above; therefore, no impacts are 
expected. 

Be located on a site, which is included on a list of hazardous 
materials sites compiled pursuant to Government Code 
Section 65962.5 and, as a result, would it create a significant 
hazard to the public or the environment? 

□ □ □ 

d) The proposed project is not located on a site included on a list of hazardous materials sites according to California 
Department of Toxic Substances Control EnviroStor16; therefore, no impacts are expected. 

For a project located within an airport land use plan or, where 
such a plan has not been adopted, within two miles of a public 
airport or public use airport, would the project result in a safety D D 1:8] 0 
hazard or excessive noise for people residing or working in the 
project area? 
e) The proposed project is not located within an airport land use plan per Imperial County Airport Land Use Compatibility 
Maps17.; therefore, any impacts are expected to be less than significant. 

·impair implementation of or physically interfere with an 
adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation D D D 1:8] 
plan? 
f} The proposed replacement of the water well would not interfere with an adopted emergency response plan or emergency 
evacuation plan. The applicant will meet any requirements requested by the FirelOES Department. No impacts are 
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g) The proposed project site is located within an unincorporated Local Responsibility Area classified as LRA "Unzoned" per 
Cal Fire Draft Fire Hazard Severity Zones in LRA for Imperial County. Therefore, it is not expected that it would expose people 
or structures, either directly or Indirectly, to a significant risk of loss, injury or death involving wildland fires. No impact is 
expected. 

X. HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY Would the project: 

a) 

b} 

c) 

Violate any water quality standards or waste discharge 
requirements or otherwise substantially degrade surface or O D C8J 0 
ground water quality? 
a) The proposed project is for the replacement of an existing and dilapidated water well to supply Sand Hills Rest Area with 
a projected annual water extraction of half an acre foot per year (1/2) and would not violate any water quality standards or 
waste discharge requirements or otherwise substantially degrade surface or ground water quality. Any impacts are expected 
to be less than significant 

Substantially decrease groundwater supplies or interfere 
substantially with groundwater recharge such that the project 
may impede sustainable groundwater management of the 
basin? 

□ □ □ 

b) As previously stated on item (X)(a) above, the proposed replacement of the water well anticipates an annual water 
extraction of half an acre foot per year (1/2) and does not expect to substantially decrease groundwater supplies or interfere 
substantially with groundwater recharge such that the project may impede sustainable groundwater management of the 
basin. Any impacts are expected to be less than significant. 

Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or 
area, including through the alteration of the course of a stream 
or river or through the addition of impervious surfaces, in a 
manner which would: 

□ □ □ 

c) Since the proposed project is located in an existing Rest Area, does not anticipate a physical alteration to the site, that 
would substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area, including through the alteration of the course or a 
stream or river or though the addition of impervious surfaces. Any impacts are expected to be less than significant. 

(i) result in substantial erosion or siltation on- or off-site; D D C8J 0 
(i) According to Imperial County General Plan's Seismic and Public Safety Element14, "Erosion Activity Map1411," Figure 3, the 
proposed project site is not located within an area of substantial soil erosion or siltation on- or off-site. Therefore, any impacts 
are expected to be less than significant. 

(ii) substantially increase the rate or amount of surface 
runoff in a manner which would result in flooding on- or O D C8] 0 
offsite; 

(ii) The proposed water well replacement is not expected to substantially increase the rate or amount of surface runoff in a 
manner which would result in flooding on-or offsite. Compliance with Imperial County Department of Public Works rules and 
regulations would bring any impacts to less than significant. 

(iii) create or contribute runoff water which would exceed 
the capacity of existing or planned storrnwater drainage 
systems or provide substantial additional sources of 
polluted runoff; or; 

□ □ □ 

(iii) The proposed project does not anticipate creating or contributing runoff water, which would exceed the capacity of 
existing or planned stonnwater drainage systems or provide substantial additional sources of polluted runoff. As previously 
stated on items (X)(c) and (X)(c)(ii) above, any proposed grading will require drainage review and approval from the Imperial 
County Public Works Department Compliance with Imperial County Public Works Department standards would ensure that 
any runoff water impacts would be reduced to less than significant levels. 

(iv) impede or redirect flood flows? • 0 D C8J 0 
(iv) The proposed project is for the construction and operation of a water well replacement to supply the existing Sand Hills 
Rest Area and is not expected to impede or redirect flood flows. According to the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) Flood Map Service Center19, Flood Insurance Rate Map, the proposed project site is located within "Zone X" of flood 
map 06025C2200C, effective September 26, 2008. Therefore, compliance with ICDPW's standards regarding drainage would 
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d) The proposed project will continue with the existing recreational use in the area; therefore, impacts related to risk release 
of pollutants due to project inundation are considered to be low. Additionally, as previously stated on item (X)(c)(iv) above, 
the proposed project site is located within "Zone X" of flood map 06025C2200C. Compliance with ICDPW's standards would 
contribute to lowering any impacts to less than significant. 

Conflict with or obstruct implementation of a water quality 
control plan or sustainable groundwater management plan? □ □ rzl □ 
e) The proposed project is for the annual extraction of half an acre-foot (1/2) of water from a proposed water well, which is 
not expected to conflict with or obstruct the implementation of a water quality control plan or sustainable groundwater 
management plan. As previously staled on item (X)(c) above, the proposed project would require a grading letter approved 
by the Imperial County Public Works Department. Any impacts are expected to be less than significant. 

XI. LAND USE AND PLANNING Would the project: 

a) Physically divide an established community? D O O [ZI 
a) The proposed project is for the construction and replacement of the existing dilapidated and unrepairable water well at 
this location to supply the Sand Hllls Rest Area, which would not physically divide an established community; therefore, it 
does not anticipate changing the existing land use designation and zoning established. No land use nor planning impacts 
are expected. 

b) Cause a significant environmental impact due lo a conflict with 
any land use plan, policy, or regulation adopted for the D O rzl 0 
purpose of avoiding or mitigating an environmental effect? 
b) The proposed project is consistent with the intent of the County General Plan, and the County's Land Use Ordinance. The 
project is not located in or conflicts with habitat conservation or natural community conservations area or plans. The 
proposed project is located in the Winterhaven area zoned for recreational uses and will not physically divide an established 
community. Therefore, less than significant impacts are expected. 

XII. MINERAL RESOURCES Would the project: 

a) Result in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource 
that would be of value to the region and the residents of the O O D [ZI 
state? 
a) The proposed project does not anticipate the removal of mineral resources and it is not located within the boundaries of 
an active mine per Imperial County General Plan's Conseivation and Open Space Element6, "Existing Mineral Resources 
Map6•" Figure 8. No impacts are expected. 

b) Result in the loss of availability of a locally-important mineral 
resource recovery site delineated on a local general plan, D O D [ZI 
specific plan or other land use plan? 
b) The proposed commercial water well will not result in the loss of availability of locally important mineral resources 
recovery site delineated on a local general plan, specific plan or other land use plan. No impacts are expected. 

XIII. NOfSE Would the project result in: 

a) 

b) 

Generation of a substantial temporary or permanent increase 
in ambient noise levels in the vicinity of the project in excess 
of standards established in the local general plan or noise 
ordinance, or applicable standards of other agencies? 

□ □ rzl □ 

a) The proposed project is to replace the existing well. Construction activities are not expected to exceed applicable noise 
standards noises or expected to significantly increase the ambient noise level in the vicinity, due to their temporary nature. 
Therefore, a less than significant impacts are expected. 

Generation of excessive groundbome vibration or 
groundborne noise levels? □ □ □ rzl 
b) The proposed project is lo replace the existing well; ii is not expected to generate any excessive ground-borne vibration 
or noise. Therefore, a less than significant impact is expected. 
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c) For a project located within the vicinity of a private airstrip or 
an airport land use plan or where such a plan has not been 
adopted, within two miles of a public airport or public use D D D ~ 
airport, would the project expose people residing or working in 
the project area to excessive noise levels? 
c) The proposed project is to replace the existing well; it is not within the vicinity of a private airstrip or an airport. No Impact 
is expected. 

XIV. POPULATION AND HOUSING Would the project: 

a) Induce substantial unplanned population growth in an area, 
either directly (for example, by proposing new homes and D D D ~ 
business) or indirectly (for example, through extension of 
roads or other infrastructure)? 
a) The proposed project is to replace the existing dilapidated water v.1!11 and does not appear to induce substantial population 
growth in the area, either directly or indirectly; therefore, no impact is expected. 

b) Displace substantial numbers of existing people or housing, 
necessitating the construction of replacement housing D O D ~ 
elsewhere? 
b) The proposed project is to replace the existing dilapidated water v.1!11 and it's located within a Recreational area. Therefore, 
it will not displace substantial numbers of exiting housing, necessitating the construction of replacement housing elsewhere; 
no impact is expected 

XV. PUBLIC SERVICES 

a) Would the project result in substantial adverse physical 
impacts associated with the provision of new or physically 
altered governmental facilities, need for new or physically 
altered governmental facilities, the construction of which could D D D ~ 
cause significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain 
acceptable service ratios, response times or other 
performance objectives for any of the public services: 
a) The proposed project is to replace an existing water well and will not physically impact any local government facilities or 
require for a new or altered government facility for any possible required services for proposed water well; therefore, no 
impact is expected. 

1) Fire Protection? □ □ □ ~ 
1) An approved water supply capable of supplying the required fire flow consisting of underground pressure mains and 
hydrants was provided for the project; the issuance of an emergency building permit was completed for the construction and 
operation of a water well replacement to serve the existing Sand Hills Rest Area and the property in general, which will assist 
in the fire protection of the site. No Impact is expected. 

2) Police Protection? D D D ~ 
2) The project site is currently a Rest Area. The proposed water will not have an impact on police protection. Both the 
California Highway Patrol and sheriffs office have active patrol in the area as well. No Impact is expected. 

3) Schools? D D D ~ 
3) The project would not result in an increase in population or housing and would not require additional school services. 
The project site is not near any schools. No Impact is expected. 

4)Parks? D D D ~ 
4) The project would not result in an increase in population or housing and would not increase demand/use for local parks. 
No Impact is expected. 

5) Other Public Facilities? D D O 181 
5) The project would not appear to put an increased burden on off-site public services, including existing fire, police, school 
and other govemmental services. Therefore, no impact is expected. 
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XVI. RECREATION 

a) 

b) 

Would the project increase the use of the existing 
neighborhood and regional parks or other recreational D D [8] D 
facilities such that substantial physical deterioration of the 
facility would occur or be accelerated? 
a) The proposed project is for the construction and operation of a water well replacement, to supply the existing Sand Hills 
Rest Area. Subsequently, the proposed water well would not increase the use of the existing neighborhood and regional 
parks or other recreational facilities; therefore, any impacts are expected to be less than significant. 

Does the project include recreational facilities or require the 
construction or expansion of recreational facilities which might D D [8] 0 
have an adverse effect on the environment? 
b) As mentioned above in XVI a); the proposed project is for the construction and operation of a water well replacement of 
an existing Rest Area and would not appear to include an expansion of recreational facilities'; therefore, any impact is 
expected to be less than Significant. 

XVII. TRANSPORTATION Would the project: 

a) 

b) 

c) 

d) 

Conflict with a program plan, ordinance or policy addressing 
the circulation system, including transit, roadway, bicycle and D D D [8] 
pedestrian facilities? 
a) The proposed project is to replace the existing dilapidated water well; the applicant will comply with all applicable 
conditions and regulations with the County's circulation plan, land use ordinance, and transportation planning. No impact is 
expected. 

Would the project conflict or be inconsistent with the CEQA 
Guidelines section 15064.3, subdivision (b)? □ □ □ [8] 

b) The proposed project is for a water well replacement in an existing Rest Area. Therefore, it does not appear to impact 
any public transit, bicycle or pedestrian facility. No impacts are expected. 

Substantially increases hazards due to a geometric design 
feature (e.g., sharp curves or dangerous intersections) or O O D cg) 
incompatible uses (e.g., farm equipment)? 
c) The project site is on a previously constructed site, Sand Hills Rest Area, and it is compatible with the Imperial County 
General Plan Land Use Designation. The new water well site design is not expected to increase hazards; therefore, no impact 
is expected. 

Result in inadequate emergency access? D D D 181 
d) All on-site traffic areas exist with at least all-weather access for fire protection vehicles. The proposed water well will not 
affect the existing emergency access. No impact is expected. 

XVIII. TRIBAL CULTURAL RESOURCES 

a) Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in the 
significance of a tribal cultural resource, defined in Public 
Resources Code Section 2107 4 as either a site, feature, place, 
cultural landscape that is geographically defined in terms of 
the size and scope of the landscape, sacred place or object 
with cultural value to a California Native American tribe, and 
that is: 

a) The construction and operation a water well 
replacement to serve the existing Sand Hills Rest Area, 
and the property in general is located on an existing 
disturbed site; the impacts appear to be less than 
significant for tribal cultural resources as defined in 
Public Resources Code Section 21074. Therefore, a less 
than significant impact is expected. 

□ □ □ 
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of Historical Resources, or in a local register of D D ~ D 
historical resources as define in Public Resources 
Code Section 5020.1 (k), or 
(i) The project would not appear to cause an adverse change in the significance of a tribal cultural resource. The 
property site has previously been impacted by general recreational uses allowed in the current zone. AB 52 letters 
have been sent out to the Quechan Tribe and Campo Band of Mission Indians for consultations. The County hasn't 
received any responses of the tribes, therefore, a less than significant impacts are expected. 

(ii) A resource determined by the lead agency, in its 
discretion and supported by substantial evidence, to 
be significant pursuant to criteria set forth in 
subdivision ( c) of Public Resources Code Section 
5024.1. In applying the criteria set forth is D D ~ D 
subdivision (c) of Public Resource Code Section 
5024.1, the lead agency shall consider the 
significance of the resource to a California Native 
American Tribe. 
(ii) No significant resources listed as defined in the Public Resources Code Section 5024.1 are expected to be 
impacted by the proposed water well replacement. Any impacts are expected to be less than significant. 

XIX. UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS Would the project: 

a) 

b) 

c) 

d) 

e) 

Require or result in the relocation or construction of new or 
expanded water, wastewater treatment or stormwater 
drainage, electric power, natural gas, or telecommunications O D O ~ 
facilities, the construction of which could cause significant 
environmental effects? 
a) The project proposes to construct and operate a water well replacement to serve the existing Rest Area and the property 
in general. The property would utilize an onsite water well and septic system for water and sewer. No impact is expected. 

Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the project 
from existing and reasonably foreseeable future development D O O ~ 
during normal, dry and multiple dry years? 
b) The project proposes to construct and operate a water well replacement to serve the existing Sand Hills Rest Area, 
supplying the restrooms and the property in general. The applicant shall be required to pay all applicable fees and 
improvements associated with developing their project. No impact is expected. 

Result in a determination by the wastewater treatment 
provider which serves or may serve the project that it has D D D ~ 
adequate capacity to serve the project's projected demand in 
addition to the provider's existing commitments? 
c) The proposed project is to replace the existing water well; no change to the onsite wastewater treatment is proposed. No 
impact is expected. 

Generate solid waste in excess of State or local standards, or 
in excess of the capacity of local infrastructure, or otherwise D O D ~ 
impair the attainment of solid waste reduction goals? 
d) The proposed project is to replace the existing water well; the project does not propose to increase the generation of solid 
waste. No impact is expected. 

Comply with federal, slate, and local management and 
reduction statutes and regulations related to solid waste? □ D □ 
e) All proposed projects within the County shall contract with a licensed waste hauler for waste generated by the facility. 
Therefore, a less than significant impact is expected. 
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XX. WILDFIRE 

If located in or near state responsibility areas or lands classified as very high fire hazard severity zones, would the Project: 

a) 

b) 

c) 

d) 

Substantially impair an adopted emergency response plan or D D r;:;,, D 
emergency evacuation plan? ~ 

a) As previously stated on item (IX)(g)- "Hazards and Hazardous Materials" above, per Cal Fire "Fire Hazard Severity Zones 
in State Responsibility Areas - Imperial County18" adopted November 7, 2007, the proposed project site is located in an 
unincorporated Local Responsibility Area (LRA) adjacent to a Moderate Fire Hazard Severity Zone (MFHSZ) on the west. The 
proposed project is to construct and operate a replacement of a water well, that action does not appear to adversely affect 
either the existing operations on the property or impact infrastructure. Compliance with Imperial County Fire Department's 
standards would bring any impacts to less than significant. 

Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors, exacerbate 
wildfire risks, and thereby expose project occupants to D D D i:gi 
pollutant concentrations from a wildfire or the uncontrolled 
spread of a wildfire? 
b) As previously stated on item (XX)(a) above, the proposed project is a water well replacement to an already disturbed land, 
since the water well is underground no exacerbating wildfire risks are expected; therefore, no impacts are expected. 

Require the installation or maintenance of associated 
infrastructure (such as roads, fuel breaks, emergency water 
sources, power lines or other utilities) that may exacerbate fire D D 0 0 
risk or that may result in temporary or ongoing impacts to the 
environment? 
c) The proposed project is to construct and operate a replacement of a water well, that action does not appear to adversely 
affect either the existing operations on the property or impact infrastructure. Therefore, a less than significant impact is 
expected. 

Expose people or structures to significant risks, _including 
downslope or downstream flooding or landslides, as a result O O 0 D 
of runoff, post-fire slope instability, or drainage changes? 
d) The project is located on flat and moderately sloped desert terrain. The proposed project is to construct and operate a 
replacement water well, that action does not appear to adversely affect the existing drainage. Therefore, a less than 
significant impact is expected. 

Note: Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21083.05, Public Resources Code. Reference: Section 65088.4, Gov. Code; Sections 21080(c), 21080.1, 21080.3, 21083, 
21083.05, 21083.3, 21093, 21094, 21095, and 21151, Public Resources Code; &n:!s.wnv. CoontyolMer,:Ja:ho,(1986) 202 Cal App,3d 296; l.Eooo!v. Modetrf/BoilrJol 
&.pe,viso(s. (1990) 222 Cal.App.3d 1337; Eureka Clizms ix Respctrst)eGcM. v. C,fyolBxekB (2007) 147 CaLApp.4lh 357; ProRt frel-/isl!ri;Anab'Wa'eMeysv. Mab'Wa'cr 
Ageir:y (2004} 116 Cal.App.4th at f1 09; SirlFl'indscalsU/ft,l.ilrJhD:J.onrMnPaiv. Cli/il"dCoontyofSa1Fr.rcisco(2002) 102 Cal.App.4th 656. 

Revised 2009- CEQA 
Revised 2011- ICPDS 
Revised 2016- ICPDS 
Revised 2017- ICPDS 
Revised 2019 - ICPDS 
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SECTION 3 
Ill. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE 
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The following are Mandatory Findings of Significance in accordance with Section 15065 of the CEQA Guidelines. 

a) Does the project have the potential to 
substantially degrade the quality of the 
environment, substantially reduce the habitat 
of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or 
wildlife population to drop below self­
sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant 
or animal community, substantially reduce the 
number or restrict the range of a rare or 
endangered plant or animal, eliminate tribal 
cultural resources or eliminate important 
examples of the major periods of California 
history or prehistory? • 

b) Does the project have impacts that are 
individually limited, but cumulatively 
considerable? ("Cumulatively considerable" 
means that the incremental effects of a project 
are considerable when viewed in connection 
with the effects of past projects, the effects of 
other current projects, and the effects of 
probable future projects.) 

c) Does the project have environmental effects, 
which will cause substantial adverse effects on 
human beings, either directly or indirectly? 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 
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IV. PERSONS AND ORGANIZATIONS CONSUL TED 

This section identifies those persons who prepared or contributed to preparation of this document. This section is 
prepared in accordance with Section 15129 of the CEQA Guidelines. 

A. COUNTY OF IMPERIAL 
• Jim Minnick, Director of Planning & Development Services 
• Michael Abraham, AICP, Assistant Director of Planning & Development Services 
• Diana Robinson, Planning Division Manager 
• Rocio Yee, Project Planner 
• Imperial County Air Pollution Control District 
• Department of Public Works 
• Fire Department 
• Ag Commissioner 
• Environmental Health Services 
• Sheriff's Office 

B. OTHER AGENCIES/ORGANIZATIONS 
• Quechan Indian Tribe 
• Campo Band of Mission Indians Tribe 
• Imperial Irrigation District (11D) 
• City of Needles 

(Written or oral comments received on the checklist prior to circulation) 
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V. REFERENCES 
1. Imperial County General Plan: Circulation and Scenic Highway Element 

hUos:/Jwww.icpds.com/assels/planninq/circ!Jlatlon-scenic-highway-elemenl-2008.odf 
2. California State Scenic Highway System Map 

htlos://callrans.maps.arcgis.com/aoos/webappviewer/index.hlml?id=465dfd3d807 c46cc8e805711 6f1 aacaa 
3. California Farmland Mapping & Monitoring Program: Imperial County Important Farmland Map 2018 

httos://maos.conservatlon.ca.aov/DLRP/CIFF/ 
4. Ocotillo/Nomirage Community Area Plan 

https:f/www.icpds.com/assets/planning/community-olans/oco!illo-nomirage-community-area-plan.pdf 
5. Imperial County Air Pollution Control District comment letter dated September 26, 2022 
6. Imperial County General Plan: Conservation and Open Space Element 

hi ps:J/1/,ww.icods.com/asse plannino/conservatlon-ooen-soace-element-201 6.pdf 
a) Figure 1: Sensitive Habitat Map 
b) Figure 2: Sensitive Species Map 
c) Figure 5: Areas of Heighten Historic Period Sensitivity Map 
d) Figure 6: Known Areas of Native American Cultural Sensitivity Map 
e) Figure 8: Existing Mineral Resources Map 

7. National Wetlands Inventory: Surface Waters and Wetlands Map 
hllps://fwsprimary.wim.usos.aoviwellands/aops/weUands-maoper/ 

8. Quechan Indian Tribe comment email dated September 13, 2022 
9. Imperial Irrigation District commentletter dated September 27, 2022 
10. California Geological Survey Hazard Program: Alquist-Priolo Fault Hazard Zones 

httos://01s.dala.ca.gov/maos/ee92a5f9i4ee4ec5aa731d3245ed9f53lexolore?location=32.538703%2C-
110.920388%2C6.00 

11 . California Department of Conservation: Fault Activity Map 
httosJ/maos.conservation .ca.cov/cgs/fam/ 

12. United States Geological Survey's Quaternary Faults Map 
!tos:1/usgs.maos. arcg,s.comlaopsfwebaooviewer/index.h tml?id=5a6038b3a 1684561 a9b0aadf88412fcf 

13. California Tsunami Data Maps 
h lps./1Yr.w1.conservation.ca.qovicgs/lsu ami/maos 

14. Imperial County General Plan: Seismic and Public Safety Element 
hltps:/lwww.icpds.com/assets/.olanninq/seismic-and-oubllc-safetv.od· 

a) Figure 2: Landslide Activity Map 
b) Figure 3: Erosion Activity Map 

15. Imperial County Division of Environmental Heath comment email dated October 19, 2022 
16. California Department ofToxic Substances Control: EnviroStor 

hltos:JNN,w.enviros tor.dtsc.caaov/oublic/ 
17. Imperial County Airport Land Use Compatibility Maps 

httos:/lwiN¥1.icpds.comtolannlnglmaps/airoort-land-use-comoatibility-maps 
18. Cal Fire: Fire Hazard Severity Zones Maps- Imperial County 

hltos:/fosim.fire.ca.oov/media/6680/fhszs mao13.odi 
19. Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Flood Map Service Center: Flood Insurance Rate Map 

hllps://msc.fema.aov/oortal/search?AddressOuery=851 %20oitzer%20road%20heber%20ca#searchresultsanchor 
20. Imperial County General Plan: Noise Element 

httos:/Jwww.icods.com/assetslolanninoinoise-element-2015. odf 
21. California Historic Resources: Imperial County 

httos:!loho.oarks.ca.govll.Js edResources/?view=countv&criteria=13 
22. Imperial Valley Desert Museum comment letter dated October 28, 2022 

23. "County of Imperial General Plan EIR", prepared by Brian F. Mooney & Associates in 1993; 
and as Amended by County in 1996, 1998, 2001 , 2003, 2006 & 2008, 2015, 2016. 

24. County Executive Office (CEO) Comment letter received April 11, 2024 
25. Air Pollution Control District (APCD) comment letter received April 16, 2024. 
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NEGATIVE DECLARATION - County of Imperial 

The following Negative Declaration is being circulated for public review in accordance with the California Environmental 
Quality Act Section 21091 and 21092 of the Public Resources Code. 

Project Name: Conditional Use Permit (CUP) #24-0002 / Initial Study #24-0013 
California Department of Transportation (CAL TRANS) 

Project Applicant: State of California Department of Transportation (CAL TRANS) 

Project Location: Sand Hills Safety Roadside Rest Area, the project site is situated entirely within the Interstate Right 
of Way, positioned between Route Freeway 8 and Kumeyaay Highway, commonly referred to as Sand Hills Rest 
Area, located on California 1-8, exit 156 about 20 miles west of the Arizona State Line. 

Description of Project: The California Department of Transportation, Caltrans, hereby requests the issuance of a 
Conditional Use Permit for the purpose of drilling, developing and maintaining a new water well at the Sand Hills 
Safety Roadside Rest Area. The proposed well will be located entirely within the Interstate Right of Way. The 
new well is intended to replace the existing dilapidated and unrepairable well that currently exists at this location. 
The new well will serve to ensure the health, safety and sanitary needs of the traveling public throughout the 
Interstate 8 corridor in Imperial County and the consumption from the new well is expected to be approximately 
1 /2 of an acre foot per year. 
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VI. FINDINGS 

This is to advise that the County of Imperial, acting as the lead agency, has conducted an Initial Study to 
determine if the project may have a significant effect on the environment and is proposing this Negative 
Declaration based upon the following findings: 

~ The Initial Study shows that there is no substantial evidence that the project may have a significant effect on 
the environment and a NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared. 

□ 
( 1) 

(2) 

(3) 

The Initial Study identifies potentially significant effects but: 

Proposals made or agreed to by the applicant before this proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration 
was released for public review would avoid the effects or mitigate the effects to a point where clearly 
no significant effects would occur. 

There is no substantial evidence before the agency that the project may have a significant effect on 
the environment. 

Mitigation measures are required to ensure all potentially significant impacts are reduced to levels of 
insignificance. 

A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared. 

If adopted, the Negative Declaration means that an Environmental Impact Report will not be required. Reasons 
to support this finding are included in the attached Initial Study. The project file and all related documents are 
available for review at the County of Imperial, Planning & Development Services Department, 801 Main Street, 
El Centro, CA 92243 (442) 265-1736. 

NOTICE 

The public is invited to comment on the proposed Negative Declaration during the review period. 

Date of Determination ent Services 

The Applicant hereby acknowledges and accepts the results of the Environmental Evaluation Committee (EEC) and 
hereby agrees to implement all Mitigation Measures, if applicable, as outlined in the MMRP. 
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SECTION 4 

VIII. RESPONSE TO COMMENTS 

(ATTACH DOCUMENTS, IF ANY, HERE) 
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IX. MITIGATION MONITORING & REPORTING PROGRAM (MMRP) 

(ATTACH DOCUMENTS, IF ANY, HERE) 

S:IAIIUsers\CEQA RULES\CEQA Rules 2018\lnitial Study-Environmental Checklist REVISED Template.docx 
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Miguel Figueroa 
County Executive Officer 
miguelfigueroa@co.imperiaJ.ca.us 
www.co.imperial.ca.us 

COUNTY EXECUTIVE OFFICE 

April 11, 2024 

TO: Rocio Yee, Planning and Development Services Department 

FROM: Rosa Lopez-Solis, Executive Office ~ 
SUBJECT: Comments - Caltrans - APN 056-220-016-000 

County Administration Center 
940 Main Street, Suite 208 

El Centro, CA 92243 
Tel: 442-265-1001 
Fax: 442-265-IOIO 

The County of Imperial Executive Office is commenting on Caltrans - APN 056-220-016-000 project. The 
Executive Office would like to inform the developer of conditions and responsibilities should the applicant seek 
a Conditional Use Permit (CUP). The conditions commence prior to the approval of an initial grading permit and 
subsequently continue throughout the permitting process. This includes, but not limited to: 

• Sales Tax Condition. The permittee is required to have a Construction Site Permit reflecting the project 
site address, allowing all eligible sales tax payments are allocated to the County oflmperial, 
Jurisdictional Code 13998. The permittee will provide the County of Imperial a copy of the CDTF A 
account number and sub-permit for its contractor and subcontractors (if any) related to the jobsite. 
Permittee shall provide in written verification to the County Executive Office that the necessary sales 
and use tax permits have been obtained, prior to the issuance of any grading permits. 

• Construction/Material Budget: Prior to a grading pennit, the permittee will provide the County 
Executive Office a construction materials budget: an official construction materials budget or detailed 
budget outlining the construction and materials cost for the processing facility on permittee letterhead. 

Should there be any concerns and/or questions, do not hesitate to contact me. 

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY/AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER 
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1S0 SOUTH NINTH STREET 
l!L CENTRO, CA 92243-2850 

April 16, 2024 

Jim Minnick, Director 
Imperial County Planning & Development Services 
801 Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243 

RECEIVED 

TELEPHONE: (442) 265-1800 
FAX: (442) .265-1799 

By /mpe,ia/ County Planning & Deva/ofJID8III Senrlcu at 9:50-, Ap,17, 2024 

SUBJECT: Conditional Use Permit 24-0002 Sand Hills Safety Roadside Rest Area Water Well 
- Caltrans 

Dear Mr. Minnick, 

The Imperial County Air Pollution Control Districts (Air District) thanks you for the opportunity to 
comment on the Conditional Use Permit (CUP) 24-0002 (Project). The project would allow the 
drilling, development, and operation of a new water well to replace an existing unrepairable well 
located at the Sand Hills Safety Roadside Rest Area along Interstate 8 and adjacent to Assessor's 
Parcel Number 056-220-016. 

The Air District reminds the applicant the project must comply with all Air District rules and 
regulations and the Air District would emphasize Regulation VIII - Fugitive Dust Rules, a collection 
of rules designed to maintain fugitive dust emissions below 20% visual opacity. To be compliant 
with Air District rules the drilling equipment used for the well must meet the California Portable 
Equipment Registration Program (PERP) certifications or apply for a permit directly from the Air 
District Should the project operate using combustion equipment such as a generator, it may be 
subject to Air District permitting requirement and the applicant must submit an application for 
engineering review of the project to the Air District. 

The Air District requests a copy of the draft CUP prior to recording for review. 

The Air District's rules and regulations can be found online for ~our review at 

https://apcd.imperialcounty.org/rules-and-regulations/ and the permitting forms can be found at 

httos://apcd.imperialcounty.org/engineering/. Should you have any questions please feel free to 
contact the Air District for assistance at (442) 265-1 BOO. 

Respectfully, 

CUP 24-0002- Caltrans Page 1 of2 

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY/ AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER 
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CUP#24-0002 

APPLICATION 
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CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT ~~1 ~~N~l:~~&E?~~~i6~;~I4~E~~~~:5~~i 
-APPLJCAI\IT MUST COMPLETE ALL NUMBERED (black,) SPACES - Please type or print -

EMAIL ADDRESS 

2. 
'1 

3. 

4. 

4 

ev 
5. 

~ OF PROPERTY (in acres or square toot) 

7. PROPERTY (site) ADDRESS 

I-
8. G .e. c, y, own, cross s ee 

S e +- A-r~ «., 
9. 

PLEASE PROVIDE CLEAR & CONCISE INFORMATION (ATTACH SEPARATE SHEET IF NEEDED) 
10. DESCRIBE PROPOSED USE OF PROPERTY (list and describe in detail) 

~~J ~.-\ l l J .j. '4 J.,_ ~tA n ~rf- 4ft' fl. , 

11 . DESCRIBE CURRENT USE OF PROPERTY 0 t9~ A/ 

j {L,a,J \J,· I l 'fJ.,JI.-A& a.£ 

12. DESCRIBE PROPOSED SEWER SYSTEM 

13. DESCRIBE PROPOSED WATER SYSTEM \Al'r,, 1 I 
14. DESCRIBE PROPOSED FIRE PROTECTION SYSTEM ;._,,, I L). 

15. IS PROPOSED USE A 8.~USIN.ESS? I IF YES, HOW MANY EMPLOYEES WILL BE AT THIS SITE? 
O Yes o 

I / WE THE LEGAL OWNER (S) OF THE ABOVE PROPERTY 
CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION SHOWN OR STATED HEREIN 

IS TRUE AN□ CORRECT. (t"'' ' 

0 "Er ~J ,t ~ -1::!1 Pnn e Date 

4 
Sfg ature 

Print Name Date 

Signature 

APPLICATION RECEIVED BY: R_"-j 
APPLICATION DEEMED COMPLETE BY: 

APPLICATION REJECTED BY: 

TENTATIVE HEARING BY: 

FINAL ACTION: D APPROVED □ DENIED 

...... IUl'NIIT ........... 

A SITEPLAN 

B. FEE 

C. OTHER ----- --- ----
D. OTHER ---- - -------

DATE 03/QI, ~ REVIEW/ APPROVAL BY 
OTHER OEF'l"S required , 

DATE □ PW 

CUP 0 EH S 
DATE □ A.P. C. D. 

DATE 
□ o. E. s. 6'Y □ 

DATE □ 
lo. 
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Rocio Yee 

From: 
Sent 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

David Webb <dwebbinc@yahoo.com> 
Monday, March 11, 2024 2:25 PM 
planninginfo; Rocio Yee 
David Webb 
CUP24-0002 - Project Description 

!CAUTION: This email originated outside our organization; please use caution. 

The California Department of Transportation, Caltrans, hereby requests the 
issuance of a Conditional Use Permit for the purpose of drilling, developing 
and maintaining a new water well at the Sand Hills Safety Roadside Rest 
Area. The proposed well will be located entirely within the Interstate Right 
of Way. The new well is intended to replace the existing dilapidated and 
unrepairable well that currently exists at this location. The new well will 
serve to ensure the health, safety and sanitary needs of the traveling public 
throughout the Interstate 8 corridor in Imperial County. 

Thank you, 
David Webb 
D. Webb, Inc. 

1 
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IMPERIAL COUNTY PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
GENERAL INDEMNIFICATION AGREEMENT 

As part of this application, applicant and real party in interest, if different, agree to defend, Indemnify, 
hold harmless, and release the County of Imperial ("County"), its agents, officers, attorneys, and employees 
(including consultants) from any claim, action, or proceeding brought against any of them, the purpose of 
which is to attack, set aside, void, or annul the approval of this application or adoption of the environmental 
document which accompanies it. This indemnification obligation shall include, but not be limited to, 
damages, costs, expenses, attorney fees, or expert witness fees that may be asserted by any person or 
entity, including the applicant, arising out of or in connection with the approval of this application, whether or 
not there is concurrent negligence on the part of the County, Its agents, officers, attorneys, or employees 
(including consultants). 

If any claim, action, or proceeding is brought against the County, its agents, officers, attorneys, or 
employees (including consultants), to attack, set aside, void, or annul the approval of the application or 
adoption of the environmental document which accompanies it, then the following procedures shall apply: 

1. The Planning Director shall promptJy notify the County Board of Supervisors of any claim, action or 
proceeding brought by an applicant challenging the County's action. The County, its agents, 
attorneys and employees (including consultants) shall fully cooperate in the defense of that action. 

2. The County shall have the final determination on how to best defend the case and will consult with 
applicant regularly regarding status and the plan for defense. The County will also consult and 
discuss with applicant the counsel to be used by County to defend it, either with in-house counsel, or 
by retaining outside counsel provided that the County shall have the final decision on the counsel 
retained to defend it. Applicant shall be fully responsible for all costs incurred. Applicant shell be 
entitled to provide his or her own counsel to deifend the case, and said independent counsel shall 
work with County Counsel to provide a joint defense. 

Executed at._,j~(.,..Ac,,_.____._.Q.__' .....,t'J..,,,_{J...._ _ _ California on _ _ ct-~ }'-',-1--=· _Y+, ____ ___ , 20'1-~ 

APPLICANT 

Name: D, V t 1,l_, 1::o r. 
By 

Title 

Mailing Address: 

REAL PARTY IN INTEREST 
(If different from Applicant) 

Name D v ,,. J \./,. \, L J;(t1 Cw [.f.v,"' ) 

D «,. -J \.lv\, b jl,u,ki;/ 
Title 4 '1 ~ -f/ 

J 
Mailing Address: 

ACCEPTED/RECEIVED BY _________ ___ _ Date _____ _ _ 

PROJECT ID NO APN - -----------
S:1FORMS _ LISTS\Genernl lndannificalion FORM 041516.doc 

MAIN OFFICE: 801 Main Street El Centro, CA 92243 (442) 265-1736 FAX: (442) 265-1735 E-MAIL: plann!ng@coJmperiar.ca.us 
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-~ 
A/l./FQR~' 

Jim Minnick 
DIRECTOR 

Imperial County Planning & Development Services 
Planning/ Building/ Parks & Recreation 

NOTICE TO APPLICANT 

SUBJECT: PAYMENT OF FEES 

Dear Applicant: 

Pursuant to County Codified Ordinance Division 9, Chapter 1, Section 90901.02, all 
Land Use Applications must be submitted with their appropriate application fee. Failure 
to comply will cause application to be rejected. 

Please note that once the Department application is received and accepted, a ''time 
track" billing will commence immediately. Therefore, should you decide to cancel or 
withdraw your project at any time, the amount of time incurred against your project will 
be billed and deducted from your payment. As a consequence, if you request a refund 
pursuant to County Ordinance, your refund, if any, wit! be the actual amount paid minus 
all costs incurred against the project. 

Please note there wHI be no exceptions to this policy. Thank you for your attention. 

Sincerely yours, 

1 ._ 1, -
nick. Director 
g & Development Services 

RECEIVED BY: ~ DATE: if' /J-'1)J'.!:f 
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA• DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

EMERGENCY FORCE ACCOUNT AGREEMENT (EFA) 
ADM-4043 EFA (REV 1212023) 

District EA Number 11-3AB064 RQSNumber 

1. This AgreerrienI is enlefed Into belween the State Agency and lhe Conlractor named below: 
STATE AGENCY'S NAME: C3llfomja Department of TransportatJon (Calttans) 
CONTRACTOR'S NAME 
D. Webb, Inc 

Agreement Number ______ _ 

SCPRS Registration Date ____ _ 

2. The term ol lhis Agreement Is: 01/22/2024 through 01/22/2025 

1
3. The maximum amount of 

Estimate of Working Days: 60 Working Days this Agreement is: $ 380,000.00 

4. Contraclor aarees to li.imlsh aJUabor . eouinmenl and materials. oroof oflfcense. and insurance to oerform emernency work described below: 

County Imperial 

Route(s} B 

Post Mile(s) 80.2 

Sccpe of Work Replace water well system at the Sand Hills Safety Roadside Rest Area. 

0 Additional Pages Attached 

5. The parties agree to comply with the lemlS and condil1ons or the ro1101ving documenIs, whleh are by lh1s reference macte a part of the Agreement 

Page 1 of4 

• Ca/1,ans EFA Terms and Conditions 
• Contractors Certification Clause (CCC) 0412.017 

Can be viewed at:hltps-,'ldo( cs gpy/D(pgramMJIQC1811fll«OHIO<k90tTill#(COOll;l#OrcesPUtt:eS 
Can be viewed at:ht(ps1,:\wt,t:dgs ca govlDLS'BWva;e$1P.,COO(J!nOO((q-of-leqa£: 

• List Df LatxJr Ctlmpl!ance Otuces 
Sprvices-Rmua;c,s-Ust-Fo/deo'SIOnd§a1::Conb:act·L4Q9Ull90 

can be viewer/ at: https/ldpt ca,qpy/Dcogram5(coost(lJCllooAsbor-cpmpliaace 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, lhls Agreement has boen executed by the pa.t1los hereto. 
6. CONTRACTOR 
CONTRACTOR'S NAME .o, 
BY (Authorized Signature) 

CSLB License No. 7 q Y 4rb 7 
Federal Identification Number (FEIN} 7.L 
Required Attachments 181 SID 204 0 Iran Contrac~ng Acl 181 ADM-2046 181 Payment Bond 181 Insurance Certificates ~ ADM-4015 

[81 CA Civl Rights Laws Certification 
(if $100.000 01' over) 

7. 
DIVISION NAME 
Mainten • • 

BY(Conl 

(if $1 Million or over) 

l8J ADM-3023 l8J ADM-4012 

CALTRANS 

181 Darfur Contracting Act Certification 

DISTRICT NUMSER 
11 

DA 

PRINTED au 
Jodi Nel {619) 657-4332 

181 ADM-0227F 

_AD __ D_,R..,E_S_S _ ___________________________ __,Does this service utilize Enllironmental Preference 

4050TaylorStreetMS221,SanOiego, CA92110 Purchasing? 0 YES 181 NO 
-=, ,---....:._-------- ~ -'----------=Fu""N"'D=-=1""NG=-------

SOURCE UNIT PROJECT ID PHASE OBJECT CODE AMOUNT FISCAL YEAR 
2767 1124000232 4 040 $380,000.00 23/24 

AGENCY BILLING CODE FUND TITLE BUDGET ITEM FUND CHAPTER STATUTE FUND SOURCE 
060121 

I CERTIFY uaan m11 own knowledge thsr tne Dudoeted funds (Of the current bua oet vear are aVIJ//ab/e for ffle JJeriod and pumose of /he expendilu1e slated above. 
PRINTED NAME ACCOUNTING OFACER SIGNATURE DATE SIGNED PHONE NUMBER 

( ) 
9. DPAC 
BY (Ccnlract Officer Signa/um) DATE SIGNED 

PRINTED CONTRACT OFFICER NAME BUSINESS PHONE NUMBER 
{ ) 

ADA Notice This doaJment is available in allemauve accessible fonnats. For more lnformalion. please contact the Forms Management Unit at (279) 234-2284, 
TTY 711, in writing at Forms Management Unit 1120 N Street, MS-89, Sacramenlo, CA 95814, or by email at Forms.Management. Unil@dot.ca.gov 
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA• DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

EMERGENCY FORCE ACCOUNT AGREEMENT (EFA) 
DOT AOM-4043 EFA (REV 0912023) 

EMERGENCY FORCE ACCOUNT CONTRACT REQUIREMENTS (State and Fedaral) 

Page20f4 

1. The Contractor agrees to provide all labor, ma1erials, tools, equipment and incidentals necessary to pertonn work described in Section 4 of the AD~043 EFA 
Agreement In at:COJ'dance wilh the doaiments referenced in Section 5 of this Agreement. Contractor will not be paid for any wonc unless and until Caltrans 
Division of Procure men! and Contracts has approved the Agreement 

2. Contractor agrees to pelfonn not less lhan 50 percent of Iha total contract cost with its own comp1my/organlzallon. 

3. A Disabled Veteran Busines:i Enterprise (state funded Agreements) or Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (Federal-funded Agreements) Participation Goal 
of up lo 5 percent is encouraged for the work lo be performed. 

4. COnlractorwill perfOflll the work on a "time and materials" basis in accordance Wilh lhe terms amt condltlons contained In Seeliori 9-1.04 "Force Accnunt" or 
the 2023 Standard SpeclllcaUons except the markup rates on labor, malerfals and equipment rental in Sections 9-1.D48 "Labor.' 9-1.04C "Materials" and 
9-1.04D "Eqlipment Rental" which are superseded as follows: 

Prfme Contraclor: 21 percent markup appDed IO direct costs ror labor. m3terials and equipment rental. Non-Speciafisl Sulx:ontraclor. 21 percent maitup 
applied lo dlll!ct costs for labor, materials and equipment rental. SpedaUst Subcontractor: No madwp. lo addition ID these mar1tups, a 10 peroenl markup \MIi 
be added to the to1al cost of the wor1< performed by speclalis1 and non-specialist Subcontractors. This marlrup w!U t>e !iii compensation to the Contractor for 
administration and oversight of work perfonned by Subcontractors. 

5. Contraclor must pay prevailing wages in compliance with Section 7, "Legal Relations and Responsibifily la the Public,• of the 2023 Standard SpecificaHons. 
Upon reque9~ Contractor must prollide certified copies of payroll records. 

6. Ca/trans may aller, cancel, reduce or change the Scope of Work desaibed in Sectiori 4 of the ADM-4043 EFA Agreemenl 

7. Except as othelwlse provided, all wol1t must be pertormed In accordance with the 2023 Standard Specll/r.:aUons. The terms of this Agreement Shaft supe,sede 
any con111cting provisions of Ille 2023 Standaro Spedficalioos. All references to Engineer shall mean the c«ilract Manager under lllis ~ 

B. Contractor must hold an appropriate license Issued by the California Contractors State License Board. II the wor11 requires a specially class ricense, such 
license must be issued to and held by Con1rectar or the Subcontractor performing such war!<. Contractor shan ensure an Sube1r1tractors have appropriate 
licenses for the wor1< being performed under llis Agreemetl!. 

9. contractor must rumish a payment bond, as desaibed in Section 3-1.05, "Contract Bonds" of the 2018 standartl Specifications equal to 100 percent of the 
project cost arid maintain lhe original payment bond unut full payment is rendered to the Contractor. A performance bond will not be required. 

10. Caltrans reserves 1he right to te~lnale the work contemplated uncler this Agreement prior to the full)' executed Jlareemenl Total compensalion for 
Contracta's wortc performed and accepted by cattrans wlll be pursuant to Section 8-1.14E, "Payment Adjustment for Tennlnalion," of the 2023 Slandard 
Specifications. 

11. Contractor must maintain lhe following insurance during lhe wort performed w,der this Agreement: 
A. Worfters' CompensaUon lnsuran<E. Um/ls of: 

1. $1,000,000 for eech accident for bodi!y Injury by accident 
2. S1 ,000,000 policy 11ml for bodily injury by disease 
3. $1,000,000 for each employee for bodHy injury by disease 

B. General Uabillly and Umbrella or Excess Liability inslr.lnee. Coverage for premises, Oj)erallons, mobile equlpmer,l, explosion, Cl)llapse, underground 
hazards, personal injury, conlraclual-Rability and broad form property damage (including completed operaHons) with the 1i1Dowing minimum llmils: 
Contracts s $1 mllllon: $1 million for each occurrence; $2 million aggregate lbr- producls and completed operalloo; $2 milion general aggregale; and 
$5 mlfion umbrela or excess Uability. 
Contracts > $1 minion and .S $1 D mllllon: $1 ml/ion for each occurrence: $2 mimon aggregate for products and ~ed operation; $2 million 
general aggregate; and $10 million umbrefta ore,ccess liability. 
Conlracls > $10 mllllcin and S $25 mlllion: $2 million for each occurrance; $2 m/lHon aggregate for products and comple1ed operatloo; $4 mllllon 
general aggregate; ard $15mHllon lfflhrela oreKceSS liability. • 

Contracts > $25 million: $2 million for each occurrence; $2 milion aggregate for products and completed operation; $4 rrilijon general aggregate; and 
S25 million untireaa or excess ffabilily. 

C. Automobile insurance for ~ed, hired and non-owned vehicles. Minimum of $1 million combined single-limits for eed1 accident resulting in bodily injwy 
and/or property damage and the UmbreAa or Excess coverage in Section B above. 

Limits ConllllCts SSf nn7«on Contracts >$1 miTfion Md S$10 mi/Hon Conrram >$10 mnuon and!.$2S m/11fon Con1tacts !>$25 mil/Ion 
eacn occurrence $1 million $1 mi/ion S2 mllion S2 million 
aggregate ror products 
and completed 
operation 

$2nilllon $2mllion $2million $2 milllon 

general aoaregate $2mllllon S2 mif10n S4mi/lion S4 rrulHon 
umbrola or excess $5mil//on $10 millon $15mlllion $25 million tlabllily 

12. Contractor shall pursue comptetion of the work with diHgence and wilhout undue delay. The working days estmaled iri Section 2 of the AOM-4043 EFA are an 
approximation, and the estimate is not an express nor implied promise regarding the actual contract duration. Contractor Is expected lo complete the wofll as 
soon as reasonably possible. 

ADA Notice This dcx:ument is available In alternative accessible formals. For more Information, please contact the Forms Management Unit at (279) 2U-2284, 
TTY 711, in writing al Forms Management Unit. 1120 N Street Ms-89, Sacramento, CA 95814. or by emal at Forms.MenagementUnlt@doLca.gov. 
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA• DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

EMERGENCY FORCE ACCOUNT AGREEMENT (EFA) 
DOT ADM-4043 EFA (REV 0912023) 

EMERGENCY FORCE ACCOUNT CONTRACT REQUIREMENTS (State and Federa~ Conllnuad 

Page 3 of4 

13. Section 9-1.05, ''Extra Wort Perfotmed by Specialists," of the 2023 Standard Sped6catloris will not apply lo lhe work. Contractor and all Subcontractors 
retained before or after conlrad execution, must itemize ell labor, material, and equipment renllll cosls, and will not be deemed 3pecialists unless Contractor 
or available Subcontractors Dfl sHe are not capable of performing the specialty work end it Is not the special seNice indust,y's established pracilce lo provide 
cost itemization. The Engineer may approve for non-itemized specialist billing work required ID be perfonned al an off.site manufaduring plant or machine 
shop. To obtain approval as a spedallst, COnltacior must obl:ain lhe E'.n!jneel's prior Wlitlen approval for an specialty work and In such case, Cafcrans wfll 
accept the non-Itemized Invoices ror specialty work performed. at cunent market rates. If approval is nol granh!d before any specialty work begtns, Contractor 
or Subconb'aclor must llemiZe labor, material, and equipment rental cos1s as required by Section 9-1 .04, 'Force Account," of the 2018 Standard 
Specifications. 

14. Contractor shall comply with all applicable Federal and state labor laws pertaining lo prevailing and minimum wage rates. 

15. Conlrac(l)r shall defend, indemnify, and save haARless Calrans, including 1111 officers, directors, Bfll)loyees, and agenf5 li'om any and all daims, demands, 
causes of action. damages, costs, expenses. actual allomeys' fees, losses or liabilities. In law or in equity arising out or or In connecdon with Contraelor's 
work under lhls Agreement for bodily !njwy, slc.lUless. disease, emotional lnJwy or dealtl and property damage In accordance v.ith the pro\lisions of SecUon 
7-1 .05, "lndemnilrca!ion• of the 2018 Slaldanl Specifications. 

16. ConlraclDr or Subcorrtraclor shall not be a\Yanled a public works conlracl unless registered wilh the Department of Industrial Relations (DIR) pursuant to 
Labor Code section 1725.5. The contract rs sijiject ID compllance monilDJing and enforcemelt by lhe DIR. Reference 
hHp:llw.wt die ca govteubilc-Work5/S8854 hlm(for additional information. 

17. Contractor must post job site nollces as required by Tille 8 Celifcmla Code of Regulalians §16451(d). 

CONTRACTOR INSTRUCTIONS 

1. Conlractor shall ltloroughly review: 

Scope of Work 
calb'ans EFA Tenns and conditions OJl!ps:lldOLca goWprggramS1Qrocuremeo1•eQd-;m,tracis1cootractocff50Urces) 
Contractors Certification Clause (CCC) 04/2017 /JJHps•/Aw,wdgs ea ggy/OLS@eso!ia:esteage-CootenUQfficg-o(.LegaJ-Seryjces.Res9u1ces,Us1-EQ!der/ 
Staooard.ConJrad-langUiliJel • • 
List of Labor Comptiance Offi<:es o,uos:1/dol ca.goy/Drog@ms/cMSlrudlonllabor-comoJanoel 

2. Contractor shall ensum il meels all licenses. reg!slral!ons, CBrtificalions requirements {including, but not limited lo, SmaD Business/Disabled Veteran Business 
Enlerprise (SBIDVBE) Certification, Disadvantaged Business Enterprise {DBE} Certilica~an, Department of Industrial Relallons registra!loll, and Contractor.. 
Slate l.ieer,se Board required license) and can provide required Insurance coverages and endorsemellls, and payment bond. 

3. Contractor shall sign and submit ADM--4043 EFA to CaUrans Contract Manager or designeJ. 

4. Work may start once the Conlractor and CaHrans ContraCI Manager or designee have sign!!d Iha ADM-4043 EFA and Conlraclol" has re«:eived noUftcation by 
lhe Conlracl Manager ID proceed. 

5. Contractor shall submit all requied doaiments risted below to the Contract Manager or designee as soon as possible for exealtion of the Agreement and 
payment of invoices: 

Payment Bond 
Insurance Certificate 
Payee Data Recom jSTO 204) 
Iran Conlracling Act (if $1 million or over) 
Slalislical Dela Sh!et (ADM-3023) 
Emergency Construction Contract Reqliremenls (ADM-4012) 
Small Business Questionnaire (ADM-2046) 
Certified DVBE Si.mrnaiy (ADM-4015) 
Disadvantage Business Enterprise (DBE) Information (ADM-0227F) 
CA Cillil Rights Laws Certification (if $100,000 or over) 
Darfur Contracting Act Cer1illcation 

Documents are available for revieN and print at 
hHos:JJdoi ca goylorggramstQrocwmen1-al)d:conlracisrefa-elb.con!ract-;nroaoanon 

ADA Notice This document is available in altemative accessible formats. For more Information, please contact the Forms Management Unit al (279) 234-2284, 
TTY 711. in writing al Fonns Management Uni~ 1120 N street, MS-69. Sacramento, CA 95814. er by eT11811 at Forms.ManagemenLUnitOdot ca.gov. 
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA• DEPARTI/IENTOF TRANSPORTATION 

EMERGENCY FORCE ACCOUNT AGREEMENT (EFA) 
DOT ADM-4043 EFA (REV 0912023) 

CAL TRANS CONTRACT MANAGER INSTRUCTIONS 

1. AOM--4043 EFA 

Caltrans Conlract Manager Compleles District EA#, RQS#, and Secllons 1,2,3,4,5 and 7 
Submlls ADM-4043 EFA fonns and applicable attachmenls to DPAC usln9: 

EfA.ELB Contract $ilbrolnaf@dol,ca gov 
Conlraclor Completes SecHon 6 and provides all applicable attachments 
Dislrict/Division Resourai Manager 
□PAC 

District Director's Approval (above $333,000) or Director's Older v.1\h approvals/slgnalures 

Conflict of Interest and Conlidential!ty Slalemenl Certification (ADM-3080) 

2. ADM-4043 EFA DOCUMENT CHECKLIST 

Complete lhls checklist lo cOllfinn the items in Ille ADM-4043 EFA package. 

O Completed and signed form ADM-4043 EFA (Sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and B) 

O AU required documents listed in Section 6 of ADM-4043 EFA 

D Dislrict Director's Approval or Director's Order with approwlslsignalures ($333,000 or less) 

O Conflict of Interest (if doffar amount Is $100,000 or over) 

O Contract Mana9er Training Cenificale 

3. ADM-2009 ORIGINAL PAYMENT BOND 

~ 
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It is the responsilliRty of Ille Contract Manager to collect and maintain In their files the 'original' Payment Bond ,sli>mltted to them by the Conlractor when 
awarded the cont.ract. -rhe Contract Manager must keep the 'original' payment bond in their lile.s ul)til final pa~ for service& has Deen rec:elve!I and 
confirmed by the Contractor. The Contra cl Mana,ger must provide the Division of Procurement and Conlra.cts (flPAC) with a scanned eopy of lhe bond with 
the Clllllract request and must provide !he original payment bond to DPAC upon request. 
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