	NOTICE OF EXEMPTION
Filing of Notice of Exemption 
in Compliance with Section 15062 of the 
California Environmental Quality Act- Smothermon Park Renovation of and Improvement of Smothermon Park open space area and facilities 

	AFFIDAVIT OF FILING AND POSTING

	



Court Records Supervisor Office of the County Clerk
I declare that I received and posted this notice on the filing date as required by California Public Resources Code Section 21152(c).  Said Notice will remain posted for 30 days from the filling date.

	TO:      COUNTY CLERK
             County of Kern, 
              1115 Truxtun Ave. 1st Floor, 
               Bakersfield, CA  93301 
	 FROM:	 City of Arvin
                           City Clerk, P.O. Box 548
                           200 Campus Drive, Arvin, CA 93203
                           661-854-3134 Office, 661-854-0817 Fax

	TO:       ceqasubmit.opr.ca.gov 
	

	Project title:  Smothermon Park Renovation of and Improvement of Smothermon Park open space area and facilities – 2024 

	Project location: City of Arvin, Smothermon Park, West of Meyer Street, East of Walnut Drive, South of Monroe Street, and North of Olson Way, APN 192-090-04, 19.10 Acre, SW1/4 Section 26 T31S and R29E

	[bookmark: _Hlk168902330]Description of nature, purpose, and beneficiaries of project:  Smothermon Park Renovation of and Improvement of Smothermon Park open space area and facilities – Consist of the following: - (1) Resilience HUB – Smothermon Community Center, existing facility and retrofit of and installation of rooftop solar and solar EV Charging station – installation of transformer and PG&E infrastructure, installation of solar EV charging stations (3 level 2 chargers and networking), installation of solar Community Center/Cooling Center.  (2) Smotherman CC Expansion Add HVAC, Filtration, Food Storage; Add HVAC, filtration, and Food Storage within existing facility.  (3) Remove existing 6’-0” asphalt trail, approximately 12,600 lineal feet, and install 6’-0” Class II Aggregate Base, (Stabilized DG) Trail within park area, updated of irrigation system within park area, tree planting within existing park, renovation of existing retention basin (sump) renovation, renovation of existing bioswale located in soccer field.

	Name of public agency approving project:
	□ City of Arvin, CA 
■  City Council
□ Planning Commission
□ City Manager
	The project is part of the City of Arvin Five Year Implementation Action Plan previously adopted by the City Council. 


	Name and person or agency carrying out the project:
	City Council, City of Arvin, 200 Campus Drive, CA 93203 
City Manager:  Jeffrey Jones   Email: jeffjones@arvin.org 

	Exempt status:
	□ Ministerial (Section 21080 (b)(1); 15268.
□ Declared Emergency (Section 21080(b)(3); 15269(b)(c); 
□ Emergency Project (Section 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c);
■ Categorical Exemption, Article 19, Section 15301 Existing Facilities and   
           General Rule Exemption Section 15061(b)(3) 
□ Statutory Exemptions. State Type and section number:  

	Reasons why the project is exempt:  The renovations and improvements of an existing site and facilities, Section 15301 Existing Facilities, Consist of the following: - (1) Resilience HUB – Smothermon Community Center, existing facility and retrofit of and installation of rooftop solar and solar EV Charging station – installation of transformer and PG&E infrastructure, installation of solar EV charging stations (3 level 2 chargers and networking), installation of solar Community Center/Cooling Center.  (2) Smotherman CC Expansion Add HVAC, Filtration, Food Storage; Add HVAC, filtration, and Food Storage within existing facility.  (3) Remove existing 6’-0” asphalt trail, approximately 12,600 lineal feet, and install 6’-0” Class II Aggregate Base, (Stabilized DG) Trail within park area, updated of irrigation system within park area, tree planting within existing park, renovation of existing retention basin (sump) renovation, renovation of existing bioswale located in soccer field. In addition, the renovations and improvements can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that renovations and improvements will have a significant effect on the environment, as the proposed renovation and improvements will occur within the boundaries of Smothermon Park.  The site renovations and improvements, (CEQA Guidelines § 15061(b)(3)), is not located next to any scenic highway or resources; nor located on a hazardous waste site which is included on any list compiled pursuant to Section 65962.5 of the Government Code; the renovations and improvements do not affect any site that could qualify as historical resources; no structures are to be demolished due to renovation and improvements; and will not have a significant adverse impact on a historic resource. The City Council finds that none of the exceptions to Categorical Exemptions set forth in the CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 apply to the Smothermon Park renovation and improvements.  For all the foregoing, including evidence in the administrative record, the City Council of the City of Arvin sites Section 15301 Existing Facilities and General Rule Exemption Section 15061(b)(3). 

	Contact person:
	Jake Raper, 200 Campus Drive, Arvin, CA 93203 Phone: 805-234-7908

	Signature/Title/ Date:
		Jeffrey Jones, City Manager/Finance Director, / July 11, 2024 




	Record available to General Public:  This is to certify that the environmental document and record of project approval is available to the General Public at City of Arvin, City Clerk’s Office, 200 Campus Drive, Arvin, California, 93203.  This Notice of Exemption and its supporting documents may be reviewed/obtained during normal working hours at the above address.    The filing of a Notice of Exemption and the posting on the list of notices start a 35-day statute of limitations period on legal challenges to the agency's decision that the project is exempt from CEQA.  If a Notice of Exemption is not filed, a 180-day statute of limitations will apply.  Refer to Section 15061(d) for filing instructions. 



