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July 31, 2026 
  
 1-LAK-53-1.466 to 53-1.991 
 Clearlake Airport Redevelopment  
 SCH: 2024070264 
 
Mr. Mark Roberts 
Senior Planner 
City of Clearlake 
14050 Olympic Drive 
Clearlake, CA 95422 
 
Dear Mr. Roberts: 
   
Thank you for giving Caltrans the opportunity to review and comment on the Draft 
Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the Clearlake Airport Redevelopment Project 
(CARP), a development plan for 54 acres in the City of Clearlake located immediately 
west of SR 53.  The CARP includes design standards for land that is zoned as Planned 
Development. The CARP envisions the site developed with 23.4-acres of commercial 
buildings, 11.2-acres of office buildings, 5.6-acres of multifamily living units, and 13.2-acres 
of roadways and parks. We have reviewed the proposal and offer the following 
comments: 
 
Safety and multimodal access 
California law mandates that projects must address safety and multimodal access. In part, the 
CARP appears to address these requirements by incorporating: 
 
Multimodal internal circulation, including: 

• North and South Market Streets, designated for delivery and passenger vehicles, also 
feature separated bicycle pathways and tree-lined pedestrian routes. 

• A central east-west Airport Road, lined with trees, connects Old 53 and Market Streets. 
Airport Road transitions into a car-free Festival Lane at the eastern end of the project 
site. 

• Provision of 290 bicycle parking spaces. 

Multimodal enhancements linking the project to the broader Clearlake area include: 
• Installation of an improved pedestrian crossing on SR 53 at the southern leg of the 18th 

Avenue Extension. 
• Addition of a bus stop on the 18th Avenue extension, adjacent to the project 

boundary. 
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To ensure these multimodal improvements are as effective as possible, Caltrans 
recommends: 

• Bicycle parking is placed throughout the development in high-visibility locations 
that include, when possible, protection from the elements.  

• If the CARP will fund an enhanced pedestrian crossing on SR 53 at 18th Avenue, 
consideration should be given to the possibility of establishing a pedestrian refuge 
island. 

• Installation of a dedicated bus stop closer to building entrances at the project site, 
perhaps near Festival Lane, in consultation with Lake Transit Authority. 

• Pursuant to ADA standards, ensure pedestrians have secure access from sidewalks 
to entrances of project offices and commercial buildings. Establish designated 
pathways so that pedestrians are not required to traverse parking lot vehicle lanes 
when approaching building entrances. Safe pedestrian routes within the project site 
will also encourage transit ridership to the site. 

 

 
 

Image, above, from U.S. Access Board Technical Guide, Accessible Routes, Chapter 4 
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Possible overcrossing of SR 53 
Although a shared-use overpass is not considered a mitigation to be partially funded by 
the project, the DEIR discusses the potential for constructing an overpass to link the project 
site with developments across SR 53. For this overpass to achieve substantial usage, it 
would be necessary to install sidewalks and shared-use paths east of SR 53, ensuring safe 
access from commercial and institutional developments. If the Clearlake Airport 
Redevelopment Project proceeds, the City of Clearlake should evaluate pursuing a 
planning grant to determine which pedestrian and cyclist improvements are needed east 
of SR 53, to facilitate safe passage to a prospective overcrossing that would connect to 
the CARP. In addition to constructing additional sidewalks east of SR 53, a planning 
process could evaluate the possibility of constructing a north-south shared-use path on 
Caltrans right of way east of SR 53, potentially connecting pedestrians and cyclists from 
development east of SR 53 to an overpass that could, for example, be built in rough 
alignment with Festival Lane. 
 
Drainage 
Please ensure that the proposed development includes drainage facilities that are 
adequate to accept and convey stormwater runoff conveyed through the SR 53 cross 
culverts. There are six cross culverts in this area, which should be identified by paddle 
markers at 1.59, 1.66, 1.68, 1.78, 1.85, and 1.96. The site stormwater design should direct 
runoff away from SR 53, helping to prevent gutters spreading water onto SR 53 and 
creating hazards for highway users. 
 
Approaches to SR 53 
The CARP contemplates changes to the approach to SR 53 at 18th Avenue and at Old 53. 
Changes to approaches will likely impact the operation of SR 53 and will need to be 
planned in coordination with Caltrans. For example, the right turn overlap proposed for 
Old 53 southbound onto SR 53 would require a change in the signal phasing. These and 
other ideas explored in the DEIR will require consultation with Caltrans. During initial 
planning consultation, your contact will continue to be through me, 
Daniel.Gjerde@dot.ca.gov, and the D1 Local Development Review process. As the 
planning progresses, your contact will be through Amber Twitchell, 
Amber.Twitchell@dot.ca.gov, of the South Permits Office, and then Bob Close, 
Robert.Close@dot.ca.gov, of the D1 Quality Management Assurance Program.  
 
Next steps 
Caltrans is committed to working with the City of Clearlake to address safety and other 
ideas for the SR 53 right of way. We recognize the development in the CARP and nearby 
properties in Clearlake will occur over many years. We encourage the City of Clearlake to 
continue communicating with Caltrans and to work with Lake APC and Caltrans to 
continue planning for improvements to SR 53 – as well as the City’s network of roads, 
sidewalks and pathways – that support all roadway users. 
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Again, thank you for including Caltrans in the City’s review process for projects. Please contact 
me with questions or for further assistance with the comments provided at (707) 497-7742 or by 
email: daniel.gjerde@dot.ca.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
DAN GJERDE 
Local Development Review Coordinator 
Caltrans District 1 
 
e-copy: Amber Twitchell, Branch Chief of D1 South Permits Office, Ukiah 

Bob Close, D1 QMAP Coordinator 
State Clearinghouse, Governor’s Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation 
Alan Flora, Clearlake City Manager 
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