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1. Introduction

1.1 OVERVIEW

The Travis Unified School District (District) is proposing to construct 16 classrooms, a teacher workroom,
restrooms, and an administration and multiuse building at Golden West Middle School (Golden West MS),
located at 2651 De Ronde Drive in the City of Fairfield, Solano County, California. The project site is on a
13.88-acre parcel in the City of Fairfield. The District is not seeking state matching funds. The proposed project
is required to undergo an environmental review pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).
This initial study provides an evaluation of the potential environmental consequences associated with this
proposed project.

1.2 CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT

The environmental compliance process is governed by the CEQA and the CEQA Guidelines (California Public
Resources Code [PRC], Section 21000 et seq.; California Code of Regulations [CCR], Title 14, Sections 15000
et seq.). CEQA was enacted in 1970 by the California Legislature to disclose to decision makers and the public
the significant environmental effects of proposed activities and to identify ways to avoid or reduce the
environmental effects through feasible alternatives or mitigation measures. Compliance with CEQA applies to
California government agencies at all levels: local, regional, and state agencies, boards, commissions, and special
districts (such as school districts and water districts). The District is lead agency for the proposed project and
is therefore required to analyze the potential environmental effects associated with the project.

PRC Section 21080(a) states that analysis of a project’s environmental impact is required for any “discretionary
projects proposed to be carried out or approved by public agencies....” In this case, the District has determined
that an initial study is required to determine whether there is substantial evidence that implementation of the
project would result in environmental impacts. An initial study is a preliminary environmental analysis to
determine whether an environmental impact report (EIR), a mitigated negative declaration (MND), or a
negative declaration (ND) is required for a project (14 CCR Section 15063).

1.3 ENVIRONMENTAL PROCESS

A “project” means the whole of an action that has a potential for resulting in either a direct physical change in
the environment, or a reasonably foreseeable indirect physical change in the environment, and that is any of
the following:

®  An activity directly undertaken by any public agency, including but not limited to public works construction
and related activities clearing or grading of land, improvements to existing public structures, enactment
and amendment of zoning ordinances, and the adoption and amendment of local General Plans or
elements thereof pursuant to Government Code Sections 65100 to 65700.
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m  An activity undertaken by a person which is supported in whole or in part through public agency contacts,

grants, subsidies, loans, or other forms of assistance from one or more public agencies.

®  An activity involving the issuance to a person of a lease, permit, license, certificate, or other entitlement
for use by one or more public agencies (14 CCR Section 15378]a]).

The proposed discretionary actions by the District constitute a “project” because the activity would result in a
direct physical change in the environment and would be undertaken by a public agency. All “projects” in the
State of California are required to undergo an environmental review to determine the environmental impacts

associated with implementation of the project.

1.3.1 Initial Study

The purpose of the Initial Study is to 1) provide the lead agency with information to use as the basis for
deciding the proper type of CEQA document to prepare; 2) enable the lead agency to modify a project,
mitigating adverse impacts before an EIR is prepared, thereby enabling the project to qualify for a negative
declaration; 3) assist in the preparation of an EIR, if one is required; 4) facilitate environmental assessment
early in the design of a project; 5) provide documentation of the factual basis for the findings in an MND or
ND; 6) eliminate unnecessary EIRs; and 7) determine if the project is covered under a previously prepared
EIR. When an Initial Study identifies the potential for immitigable significant environmental impacts, the lead
agency must prepare an EIR (14 CCR Section 15064). However, if all impacts are found to be less than
significant or can be mitigated to less than significant, the lead agency can prepare an ND or an MND that
incorporates mitigation measures into the project (14 CCR Section 15070).

An initial study must include a project description; a description of the environmental setting; an identification
of environmental effects by checklist or other similar form; an explanation of environmental effects; a
discussion of mitigation for significant environmental effects; an evaluation of the project’s consistency with
existing, applicable land use controls; the names of persons who prepared the study; and identification of data
sources (14 CCR Section 15063[d)).

1.3.2 Mitigated Negative Declaration

The MND includes information necessary for agencies to meet statutory responsibilities related to the
proposed project. State and local agencies will use the MND when considering any permit or other approvals

necessary to implement the project.

One of the primary objectives of CEQA is to enhance public participation in the planning process, because
public involvement is an essential feature of CEQA. Community members are encouraged to participate in the
environmental review process, request to be notified, monitor newspapers for formal announcements, and
submit substantive comments at every possible opportunity afforded by the District. The environmental review
process provides several opportunities for the public to participate through public notice and public review of
CEQA documents and public meetings.
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1.4 IMPACT TERMINOLOGY

The following terminology is used to describe the level of significance of impacts.

m A finding of no impact is appropriate if the analysis concludes that the project would not affect the
particular topic area in any way.

®m  Animpact is considered less than significant if the analysis concludes that it would cause no substantial

adverse change to the environment and requires no mitigation.

®  An impact is considered less than significant with mitigation incorporated if the analysis concludes
that it would cause no substantial adverse change to the environment with the inclusion of environmental
commitments or other enforceable mitigation measures.

e Mitigation Measures. If, after incorporation and implementation of federal, state, and local
regulations, there are still significant environmental impacts, then feasible and project-specific
mitigation measures are required to reduce impacts to less than significant levels. Mitigation measures
must further reduce significant environmental impacts above and beyond compliance with federal,
state, and local laws and regulations. Mitigation under CEQA Guidelines Section 15370 includes:

- Avoiding the impact altogether by not taking a certain action or parts of an action.
- Minimizing impacts by limiting the degree or magnitude of the action and its implementation.
- Rectifying the impact by repairing, rehabilitating, or restoring the impacted environment.

- Reducing or eliminating the impact over time by preservation and maintenance operations during
the life of the action.

- Compensating for the impact by replacing or providing substitute resources or environments,
including through permanent protection of such resources in the form of conservation easements.

An impact is considered potentially significant if the analysis concludes that it could have a substantial
adverse effect on the environment. If any impact is identified as potentially significant, an EIR is required.
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2. Environmental Setting

21 PROJECT LOCATION

Golden West Middle School (Golden West MS) is at 2651 De Ronde Drive in the City of Fairfield, Solano
County, California (Assessot’s Parcel Number 0174020040) (see Figure 1, Regional I ocation). The City of Fairfield
is in the central portion of Solano County and is north of Suisun City, southwest of Vacaville, northeast of
Vallejo, and northwest of Rio Vista.

Regional access to the project site is provided by California State Route 12 (SR-12), approximately three miles
southwest of the campus, and Interstate 80 (I-80), approximately four miles west of the campus. The project
area is bordered by residential uses to the west; vacant land, industrial, and commercial uses to the south; and
public facilities and recreational uses to the north. Travis Air Force Base is east of the campus. Surrounding
local roads include Dobe Lane to the south, De Ronde Drive to the east, Markeley Lane to the north, and
Peabody Road to the west (see Figure 2, Local Vicinity, and Figure 3, Aerial Photograph). Access to the campus is
provided via De Ronde Drive.

2.2 SURROUNDING LAND USE

The Golden West MS campus is surrounded by residential, industrial, commercial, and educational uses.
According to the City of Fairfield, the campus has a general plan and zoning designation of Public Facilities
(PF). School uses are permitted without discretion by the City in the PF general plan and zoning designations
(City of Fairfield 2024a).

The properties adjacent to the campus to the north and east also have a designation of PF—the District’s main
office to the north and Travis Air Force Base to the east. Directly south of the campus the property is
undeveloped and is designated for commercial and industrial uses and zoned Service Commercial (CS) and
Limited Industrial (IL). To the west of the campus, the properties are designated as Residential — Low Medium
Density (RLM -6) and are developed with residential uses.

2.3 EXISTING CONDITIONS
2.3.1 Operations

The District serves more than 5,300 students and operates five elementary schools, one middle school, one
high school, one community day school, and one continuation high school. Golden West MS is the only middle
school in the district (CDE 2023a). The middle school was opened in 1980, and currently serves seventh- and
eighth-grade students (CDE 2023b). The enrollment at the middle school is approximately 744 students.
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The campus consists of 38 classtooms and 42,520 square feet of classtoom space. The campus has a
multipurpose room/gymnasium, a counseling center, an administrative office, a library, and a media center
(TUSD 2023). The campus also has a playground, five basketball courts, four 4-square courts, and seven
volleyball courts. The quad is in the center of the campus and is surrounded by classrooms and the counseling
center, administrative office, library, and media center.

2.3.2 Access and Circulation

Access to the campus is provided via De Ronde Drive. The existing parking lot is on the eastern side of the
campus. The parking lot includes three driveways. The northernmost driveway provides ingress to the parking
lot and the middle and southernmost driveways provide egress onto De Ronde Drive. Bus pick-up and drop-
off are provided in the existing parking lot in front of the administration building (TUSD 2018).
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Figure 1 - Regional Location
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Figure 2 - Local Vicinity
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Figure 3 - Aerial Photograph
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3. Project Description

“Project,” as defined by the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines, means:

... the whole of an action, which has a potential for resulting in either a direct physical change in the
environment, or a reasonably foreseeable indirect physical change in the environment, and that is any
of the following: (1)...enactment and amendment of zoning ordinances, and the adoption and
amendment of local General Plans or elements thereof pursuant to Government Code Sections 65100—
65700. (14 Cal. Code of Reg. Section 15378]a])

3.1 PROPOSED PROJECT

The proposed project would be within the 13.88-acre campus of Golden West MS. The proposed project would
involve the construction of additional school facilities on approximately 3.7 acres in the northeastern and
eastern portions of the campus for the purpose of expanding the campus from grades 7 and 8 to grades 6 to 8
commencing in the 2025-26 school year. The project site will also include an approximately 2-acre, District-
owned parcel for placement of export material that will be located approximately 300 feet north of the campus
on the east side of De Ronde Drive (see Figure 2, Local Vicinity). 1n total, the proposed project would consist
of 5.7 acres of District-owned land. The project would consist of two phases and would include constructing
classrooms, a teacher workroom, restrooms, a staff parking lot, basketball and tennis courts, and a multiuse and
administration building, and stockpiling export dirt from the Golden West MS campus onto another District-

owned parcel, as further described herein.

3.11 Phase1

Phase 1 Location

Phase 1 of the proposed project would consist of constructing 16 classrooms, a teacher workroom, restrooms,
four new basketball courts, six new tennis courts and installing a play area to accommodate the incoming sixth
graders transferring from other elementary schools within the district. The classrooms, teacher workroom, and
restrooms will be in the northeastern portion of the campus, adjacent to De Ronde Drive and north of the
existing gymnasium. Of the 16 classrooms, 7 standard classrooms will be south of the proposed tennis courts
and staff parking lot, 5 standard classrooms will be south of the proposed staft parking lot and adjacent to De
Ronde Drive, 3 standard classrooms will be north of the existing parking lot, and 1 large classroom will be
surrounded by the other 15 standard classrooms. The proposed teacher workroom would be directly adjacent
to the single large classroom, surrounded by the 15 standard classrooms, and the new restrooms would be next
to the proposed teacher workroom (standard classroom size) (see Figure 4, Site Plan - Campus).

South of the single large classroom, teacher workroom, and restrooms, a new play area with new asphalt would
be installed (see Figure 4). All the classroom buildings, the teacher workroom, restrooms, and play area would
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be on existing asphalt. To accommodate construction of Phase 1 facilities, approximately 5,500 cubic yards of
fill material will be removed and deposited on the 2-acre District-owned parcel to the north of the school site.

Phase 1

Classrooms and Play Area

The classroom buildings will consist of 15 standard and 1 large classrooms in prefabricated TimberQuest
buildings. The 7 classrooms south of the proposed tennis courts and proposed staff parking lot would be 980
square feet each and would total 6,860 square feet. The 5 classrooms adjacent to De Ronde Drive would be 960
square feet each and would total 4,800 square feet. The 3 classrooms north of the existing parking lot would
be 960 square feet each and would total 2,880 square feet. The large classroom, teacher workroom, and
restrooms would total 3,480 square feet. The total square footage for the proposed buildings constructed in
Phase 1 would be approximately 18,020 square feet. Additionally, a play area with grass turf would be installed

south of the large classroom, teacher workroom, and restrooms.

Staff Parking Lot

The staff parking lot would consist of 25 parking spaces with 4 EV-capable parking spaces and 1 Americans
with Disabilities Act (ADA) parking space. The proposed parking lot would bring the total number of parking
spaces to 74 on the Golden West MS campus. The parking lot would consist of approximately 11,600 square
feet of new asphalt.

Basketball and Tennis Courts

In addition to the classrooms, teacher workroom, restrooms, and staff parking lot, Phase 1 of the proposed
project would also consist of constructing four full-size basketball courts and six new tennis courts north of
the proposed classrooms. The new basketball and tennis courts would consist of approximately 66,700 square
feet of new asphalt.

Dirt Stockpile

The new basketball courts, tennis courts and staff parking lot would be located on undeveloped land currently
containing a dirt stockpile from previous construction activities associated with the Golden West MS campus
(see Figure 5, Site Plan — District-Owned Parcel). Grading at this location would remove the existing stockpiled
material and prepare the site to accommodate the construction of the basketball courts, tennis courts, and staff
parking lot. The excess dirt would be transported off-site to a District-owned parcel, approximately 300 feet
north of the Golden West MS campus. The off-site District-owned parcel would be graded to allow for drainage

and best management practices (BMP) installed for sediment and erosion control.

Grading

Grading operations would consist of approximately 5,000 cubic yards (CY) of export for rough grading 500 CY
of export for site preparation, and 1,000 CY of import for fine grading.

No trees would be removed, and no buildings would be demolished for Phase 1.
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Figure 4 - Site Plan — Campus
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Fencing

For Phase 1 of the project, 810 linear feet of ornamental fencing would be installed to secure the school
perimeter.

3.1.2 Phase 2

Phase 2 Location

Phase 2 would consist of demolition of the existing administration building and construction of a new
administration and multiuse building, construction of new concrete curbs and walkways, and installation of
landscaping. The proposed administration and multiuse building would be in the southeastern portion of the
school, adjacent to the existing parking lot and pick-up/drop-off area. As part of Phase 2, the existing 2,060-
square-foot administration building would be demolished. Five staff members would be relocated during
Phase 2 and would work out of other rooms on campus.

Administration and Multiuse Buildings

The existing administration building would be demolished and replaced by a single proposed administration
and multiuse building, The proposed administration and multiuse building would be 16,500 square feet. The
new administration building would house the administrative staff for Golden West MS. The multiuse building
would consist of a kitchen, a cafeteria, and a stage. The kitchen would be approximately 2,500 square feet, and
the cafeteria and stage would be approximately 7,000 square feet. The kitchen and cafeteria would be used to
feed the students on campus, and the stage would be used for a variety of events such as school assemblies,
theatrical plays, and music concerts. Approximately 43,500 square feet of pavement and grass turf will be
demolished to make room for the administration and multiuse building. Additionally, five trees would be
removed in Phase 2.

3.1.3 Phase 1 and 2 Improvements

For both phases of the proposed project, approximately 40,000 square feet of concrete curb and walkways will
be laid, and 20,000 square feet of landscaping will be installed. Additionally, Phase 1 would reroute domestic
water and sewer lines in the northeast area of the campus and install new firewater service. In Phase 2, the
domestic water and sewer utilities would be connected to existing sewer and domestic water main lines. Storm
drain lines would be connected on-site and routed around the buildings for Phase 1 and Phase 2. New

landscaping and site concrete would be installed around the new buildings.

3.1.4 Staff and Student Enrollment

The purpose of the proposed project is to accommodate an increase in staff and students as the result of
restructuring District educational programs to move sixth grade from elementary schools to Golden West MS.
The current number of students at Golden West MS is 744, and the current capacity of the site is 900 students.
The proposed project would increase the number of students by 450 and increase the proposed capacity of the
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campus to 1,300 students. The proposed project would not change the current school schedule, and no students
would need to be temporarily placed elsewhere during construction.

3.1.5 Site Access, Circulation, and Parking

The proposed project would include constructing two driveways to serve the staff parking lot. Both driveways
would be located off of De Ronde Drive and allow ingress and egress. The proposed parking lot would include
landscaping, four EV-capable parking spaces, and one ADA parking space. A fence would separate the
proposed parking lot from the proposed basketball and tennis courts to the west and the proposed classrooms
to the south.

3.1.6  Project Construction

The proposed project construction would occur in two phases. Phase 1 would occur from April 2025 to August
2025, lasting approximately five months. Phase 2 of the proposed project would occur between August 2025
and August 2020; exact project construction schedule is not yet determined, but it is estimated that construction
would take approximately 12 months. Construction activities would occur Monday through Friday from
7:00 am to 4:00 pm. Development of the project would require the limited demolition of existing hardscape
where the proposed administration and multiuse building would be constructed during Phase 2. Construction
equipment would include air compressors, cement and mortar mixers, cranes, forklifts, generators, graders,

pavers, paving equipment, rollers, rubber-tired dozers, scrapers, tractors, loaders, backhoes, and welders.

3.2 DISTRICT ACTION REQUESTED

A discretionary action is an action taken by a government agency (for the proposed project, the government
agency is the Travis Unified School District) that calls for an exercise of judgment in deciding whether to
approve a project. The District is the lead agency under CEQA and has the principal approval authority over
the project. Following is a list of the discretionary actions and approvals required for project implementation.

m  Adopt the Mitigated Negative Declaration
= Adopt the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program
m  Approve the project
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4. Environmental Checklist

4.1

PROJECT INFORMATION

1.

Project Title: Golden West Middle School Project.

Lead Agency Name and Address:
Travis Unified School District

2751 De Ronde Drive
Fairfield, CA 94533

Contact Person and Phone Numbert:
Gabe Moulaison, Chief Business Officer

(707) 437-4604

Project Location:
The project site is located at the campus of Golden West Middle School at 2651 De Ronde Drive, Fairfield,

CA, 94533. The project site is located at Assessor’s Parcel Number 0174020040; see Figure 4, Site Plan -

Campus, for more details.

Project Sponsor’s Name and Address:
Travis Unified School District

2751 De Ronde Drive
Fairfield, CA 94533

General Plan Designation:
PF (Public Facilities/Institutional).

Zoning:
The entire project site is zoned Public Facilities (PF) by the Fairfield Municipal Code.

Description of Project:
The proposed project would consist of 5.7 acres of District-owned land. It would involve two phases,

including the construction of classrooms, a teacher workroom, restrooms, a staff parking lot, basketball
and tennis courts, a multiuse and administration building, and the stockpiling of export dirt from the
Golden West MS campus onto another District-owned parcel. Phase 1 would comprise 16 classrooms, a
teacher workroom, restrooms, four new basketball courts, six new tennis courts, and a grass turf play area
south of the classrooms. It would also involve installing 690 linear feet of seven-foot tube steel fencing
around specific areas. Phase 2 would involve demolishing the existing administration building, constructing
a new administration and multiuse building, installing new conctete curbs and walkways, landscaping, and
installing 120 linear feet of seven-foot tube steel fencing around the new administration and multiuse
building, the southern border of the campus, and the northern side of Dobe Lane.
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9. Surrounding Land Uses and Setting:
Golden West Middle School is bordered by De Ronde Drive to the east, Markeley Lane to the north,
Peabody Road to the west, and Dobe Lane to the south. Surrounding use consists of a military easement
and paintball park to the east, Travis Unified School District’s offices and Vanden High School to the north,
residential uses to the west, and industrial uses to the south.

10. Other Public Agencies Whose Approval Is Required (e.g., permits, financing approval, or
participating agreement):
Division of State Architect -Approval of construction plans

11. Have California Native American tribes traditionally and culturally affiliated with the project

area requested consultation pursuant to Public Resources Code section 21080.3.17 If so, is there a
plan for consultation that includes, for example, the determination of significance of impacts to
tribal cultural resources, procedures regarding confidentiality, etc.?

Note: Conducting consultation eatly in the CEQA process allows tribal governments, lead agencies, and
project proponents to discuss the level of environmental review, identify and address potential adverse
impacts to tribal cultural resources, and reduce the potential for delay and conflict in the environmental
review process. (See Public Resources Code section 21080.3.2.) Information may also be available from the
California Native American Heritage Commission’ Sacred Lands File per Public Resources Code section
5097.94 and the California Historical Resources Information System administered by the California Office
of Historic Preservation. Please also note that Public Resources Code section 21082.3(c) contains

provisions specific to confidentiality.

A mitigated negative declaration requires tribal consultation pursuant to Assembly Bill 52. No tribes have
requested to be notified of projects pursuant to AB 52 to the District. Therefore, no further consultation
is required under AB 52. Refer to Section 5.18, Tribal Cultural Resonrces.
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4.2 ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED

The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project, involving at least one
ipact that is a “Potentially Significant Tmpact,” as indicated by the checklist on the following pages.

[ Aesthetics 3 Agriculture / Forestry Resources 3  Air Quality

O Biological Rasources [0 Culwral Resources O Energy

0 Geology/Soils [ Greenhouse Gas Emissions {0 Hazards and Hazardous Materials
0 Hydrology/Water Quality [J Land Use /Planning [J Mineral Resources

O Noise O Poputation / Housing O Public Services

[0 Recreation [ Transportation {1 Tribal Cultural Resources

(] utikties 7 Service Systems O widfire {0 Mandatory Findings of Significance

4.3 DETERMINATION (TO BE COMPLETED BY THE LEAD AGENCY)

On the basis of this initial evaluation:

D I find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant ¢ffect on the environment, and 2
NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

g I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, there will
not be a significant effect in this case because revisions i the project have been made by or agreed to by the
project proponent. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

D 1 find that the proposed project MAY have a significant cffect on the environment, and an
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 15 required.

D I find that the proposed project MAY have a "potentially significant impact” or "potentially significant
unless mitigated” impact on the envitonment, but at least one effect 1) has been adequately analyzed in an
earlicr document pursuant to apphcable legal standards, and 2) has been addiessed by mitigation measures
based on the eatlier analysis as described on attached sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is

required, but it must analyze only the effects that remain to be addressed

D I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, because
all potentially sipnificant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR or NEGATIVE
DECLARATION pursuant to applicable standards, and (b) have been avorded or mingated pursuant to that
earlicr EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions or mitigation measuzes that are imposed
upon the proposed project, nothing further is required.

%/7/4— 1/1/ 2034

Signature Darte
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4.4 EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

1.

A brief explanation is required for all answers except “No Impact” answers that are adequately supported
by the information sources a lead agency cites in the parentheses following each question. A “No Impact”
answer is adequately supported if the referenced information sources show that the impact simply does not
apply to projects like the one involved (e.g., the project falls outside a fault rupture zone). A “No Impact”
answer should be explained where it is based on project-specific factors, as well as general standards (e.g.,
the project would not expose sensitive receptors to pollutants, based on a project-specific screening

analysis).

All answers must take account of the whole action involved, including off-site as well as on-site, cumulative
as well as project-level, indirect as well as direct, and construction as well as operational impacts.

Once the lead agency has determined that a particular physical impact may occur, then the checklist answers
must indicate whether the impact is potentially significant, less than significant with mitigation, or less than
significant. “Potentially Significant Impact” is appropriate if there is substantial evidence that an effect may
be significant. If there are one or more “Potentially Significant Impact” entries when the determination is
made, an EIR is required.

“Negative Declaration: Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorporated” applies where the
incorporation of mitigation measures has reduced an effect from “Potentially Significant Impact” to a “Less
Than Significant Impact.” The lead agency must describe the mitigation measures, and briefly explain how
they reduce the effect to a less than significant level.

Earlier analyses may be used where, pursuant to the tiering, program EIR, or other CEQA process, an
effect has been adequately analyzed in an earlier EIR or negative declaration. Section 15063(c)(3)(D). In
this case, a brief discussion should identify the following:

a) Earlier Analyses Used. Identify and state where they are available for review.

b) Impacts Adequately Addressed. Identify which effects from the above checklist were within the
scope of and adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and

state whether such effects were addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis.

¢) Mitigation Measures. For effects that are “Less than Significant with Mitigation Measures
Incorporated,” describe the mitigation measures which were incorporated or refined from the earlier

document and the extent to which they address site-specific conditions for the project.

Lead agencies are encouraged to incorporate into the checklist references to information sources for
potential impacts (e.g., general plans, zoning ordinances). Reference to a previously prepared or outside
document should, where appropriate, include a reference to the page or pages where the statement is
substantiated.

Supporting Information Sources: A source list should be attached, and other sources used or individuals
contacted should be cited in the discussion.
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8. This is only a suggested form, and lead agencies are free to use different formats; however, lead agencies
should normally address the questions from this checklist that are relevant to a project’s environmental
effects in whatever format is selected.

9. The explanation of each issue should identify:
a) the significance criteria or threshold, if any, used to evaluate each question; and

b) the mitigation measure identified, if any, to reduce the impact to less than significance.

June 2024 Page 25



GOLDEN WEST MIDDLE EXPANSION PROJECT INITIAL STUDY
TRAVIS UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

4. Environmental Checklist

This page intentionally left blank.

Page 26 PlaceWorks



5. Environmental Analysis

This section provides an evaluation of the impact categories and questions contained in the checklist and

identifies mitigation measures, if applicable.

5.1 AESTHETICS

Less Than
Significant
Potentially With Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Issues Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
I. AESTHETICS. Except as provided in Public Resources Code Section 21099, would the project:
a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista? X

b)  Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not
limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and historic buildings X
within a state scenic highway?

¢) Innonurbanized areas, substantially degrade the existing

visual character or quality of public views of the site and its
surroundings? (Public views are those that are experienced

from publicly accessible vantage point). If the project is in an X
urbanized area, would the project conflict with applicable
zoning and other regulations governing scenic quality?

d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare which would x

adversely affect day or nighttime views in the area?

Would the project:
a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista?

No Impact. A scenic vista is a viewpoint that provides expansive views of a highly valued landscape for the
benefit of the public. The proposed project site is located on the Golden West Middle School campus and on
the District-owned parcel 300 feet north of the campus. The surrounding area is developed with a mix of
residential, light industrial, and commercial. Undeveloped areas border the project site to the east and south.
To the east, the undeveloped area is part of the Travis Air Force Base and the area to the south is zoned for
commercial use. The City’s General Plan Land Use Element has designated hillsides, ridgelines, and agricultural
areas as scenic resources. Specifically, the Cement Hill Range, the Suisun Marsh, Nelson Hill, Mankas Corner
Road, and Clayton Road have been designated scenic resources (City of Fairfield 2016).

All of the designated scenic resources within the City of Fairfield are outside of the project area. The nearest
scenic resource is the Cement Hill Range and is approximately two miles from the project site. Additionally, the
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nearest road that is a designated scenic resources is Mankas Corner Road and is approximately six miles from
the project site.

Due to the distance, topography, and intervening development, the proposed project would not obstruct or

alter public views of any scenic vistas. No impact would occur, and no mitigation is required.

b) Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not limited to, trees, rock outcr