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To: 
D Office of Planning and Research 

U.S. Mail: Street Address: 

P.O. Box 3044 1400 Tenth St., Rm 113 

Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 Sacramento, CA 95814 

[!] County Clerk 
County of: Imperial 
Address: 9~4r70....,,..,M=a .... m_,S...,t--re--e"'T't _______ _ 

El Centro, CA 92243 

From: 
Public Agency: Imperial Irrigation District 
Address: 333 E. Banoni Blvd. 

Imperial, CA 92251 POSTED 
Contact: Jessica Humes 

Phone: 760-339-9703 AUG 1-3 2024 
Lead Agency (if different from above): 

Imperial County Clerk-Recorder 
Address: California 

Contact: -------------Phone: _____________ _ 

SUBJECT: Filing of Notice of Determination in compliance with Section 21108 or 21152 of the Public 
Resources Code. 

State Clearinghouse Number (if submitted to State Clearinghouse): ____________ _ 

Project Title: IID 2024-2026 Temporary Colorado River System Water Conservation Project 

Project Applicant: Imperial Irrigation District 

Project Location (include county):_lm ___ pe_r_ia_l_C_o_u_nt ..... Y __________________ _ 

Project Description: 

Please see attached document. 

This is to advise that the Imperial Irrigation District has approved the above 
([!] Lead Agency or D Responsible Agency) 

described project on 8/12/2024 and has made the following determinations regarding the above 
(date) 

described project. 

1. The project [D will Iii will not] have a significant effect on the environment. 

2. D An Environmental Impact Report was prepared for this project pursuant to the provisions of CEQA. 

Iii A Negative Declaration was prepared for this project pursuant to the provisions of CEQA. 

3. Mitigation measures [0 were Iii were not] made a condition of the approval of the project. 

4. A mitigation reporting or monitoring plan [D was [i] was not] adopted for this project. 

5. A statement of Overriding Considerations [D was Iii was not] adopted for this project. 

6. Findings [[ii were D were not] made pursuant to the provisions of CEQA. 

This is to certify that the final EIR with comments and responses and record of project approval, or the 
negative Declaration, is available to the General Public at: 

420 E. Barioni Blvd. Imperial, CA 92251 

Signature (Public Agency): -+-~-=--...;....:...,...,;;.__;;..;;...._;;.=,_ ___ Title: ~(dl • M1te,4 Mej, • Sy-. 

Date: Bl r~ I i~4 Date Received for filing at QPR: ________ _ 

Authority cited: Sections 21083, Public Resources Code. 
Reference Section 21000-21174, Public Resources Code. Revised 2011 

2024070036



Notice of Determination 

11D 2024-2026 Temporary Colorado River System Water Conservation Project 

Proiect Description: 

The Proposed Action will involve the conservation of Colorado River water by IID pursuant 
to the SCIA. The water conservation will occur within the IID Contract Service Area, which 
is also the "Proposed Action Area," located in Imperial County, California. 

IID would agree to conserve a target volume of 250,000 AF, up to a maximum of 300,000 
AF, of Colorado River water each year from 2024 through 2026, targeting a cumulative 
total of 800,000 AF, but no more than a cumulative maximum total of 900,000 AF, of water 
between 2024 and 2026, which will remain in Lake Mead to benefit the Colorado River 
System. The terms and conditions of the Colorado River System water conservation and 
funding are set forth in the SCIA with Reclamation. 
IID has received delivery of approximately 2.5 MAFY from the Colorado River during the 
period from 2019 through 2022. This volume is down from the approximately 3 MAFY 
volumes experienced prior to the implementation of water conservation programs 
initiated under the QSA beginning in 2003. (1ID 2003, IID 2023.) Annual Colorado River 
water deliveries to 11D vary annually primarily based on cumulative agricultural demands 
in the 11D Contract Service Area that are affected by several factors, including economic 
and climatic conditions. The water conservation programs implemented pursuant to the 
Proposed Action would temporarily further reduce IID deliveries to approximately 2.2 
MAFY for three years from 2024 through 2026. Colorado River water deliveries to 11D 
would return to pre-Proposed Action volumes beginning in 2027 upon the expiration of 
the SCIA and conclusion of the water conservation programs provided for by the SCIA. 
The Proposed Action will provide the funding for 1ID's implementation of water 
conservation programs under which agricultural water users conserve water, thereby 
reducing water diversions from the Colorado River at Imperial Dam. The potential 
conservation programs include the following: 

- On-Farm Efficiency Conservation Program (OFECP) or Simplified OFECP, 
- Deficit Irrigation Program (DIP), and 
- Farm Unit Fallowing Program (FUFP). 

Under the Proposed Action, IID may implement the existing OFECP or a simplified OFECP. 
The maximum acreage potentially participating in the OFECP or the simplified OFECP is 
65,000 acres per year resulting in up to a maximum of 50,000 acre-feet per year of 
efficiency-based conserved water. 



• I I " 

Under the Proposed Action, IID may implement the DIP for agricultural water users on 
fields anywhere in the IID Contract Service Area that are owned or leased for agricultural 
use and cultivating alfalfa, bermuda grass, or klein grass, or seeds for one of these three 
crops. Participating fields would be allowed to choose between a 45-day to 60-day time 
period within the months of June, July, August, and September during which time the field 
would not be irrigated. The maximum acreage potentially participating in the DIP is 
180,000 acres per year resulting in up to a maximum of 226,000 acre-feet of conserved 
water per year. Participating fields would be paid for the water conservation volume 
attributable to the fallowed 45-day to 60-day time period on a per acre-foot basis. 

Under the Proposed Action, 11D may implement the FUFP. Farm units are an aggregation 
of fields managed by an agricultural water user. Participating farm units will forego 
delivery of irrigation water on certain fields within the farm unit for the term of 6 months 
to one year. The FUFP would be for a 6-month to one-year fallowing period beginning 
July 1st of one year up to June 30th of the following year consistent with typical 
agricultural lease terms. To implement the FUFP, 11D will determine the total volume of 
conserved water required for the FUFP based on participation in the OFECP and/or DIP 
and the remaining conserved water volume needed to meet 11D's conservation targets. 
Each farm unit would be offered a pro-rata share of the total FUFP conserved water 
volume. The agricultural water user would be allowed to accept the volume offered and 
identify which field(s) in a farm unit to be fallowed. The maximum acreage potentially 
participating in the FUFP is 34,450 acres resulting in up to a maximum of 172,250 acre­
feet of conserved water for a one-year period. However, due to the term of the FUFP, 11D 
would only be able to implement one one-year program by the end of 2026, from July 1, 
2025 through June 30, 2026. Under this one-year program, for the 6 months in 2025 (July 
1 through December 31) the maximum acreage potentially participating in the FUFP is 
34,450 acres resulting in a water conservation volume of up to a maximum of 86,250 acre­
feet Similarly, for the 6 months in 2026 (January 1 through June 30), the maximum 
acreage potentially participating in the FUFP is 34,450 acres resulting in a water 
conservation volume up to a maximum of up to 86,250 acre-feet. If llD implements a 6-
month program before or after the one-year program, any 6-month period would be the 
same maximum acreage potentially participating in the FUFP and the same maximum 
water conservation volume resulting from that acreage as set forth above. Participating 
farm units would be paid for the water conservation volume attributable to the fallowed 
fields for the 6-months to one-year term on a per acre-foot basis. 


