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SUBJECT:  REEDS CREEK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL EXPANSION PROJECT, STATE 

CLEARINGHOUSE NUMBER: 2024061146 

 

Dear Alana Cumpston: 

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) has reviewed the Initial 

Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND), dated June 2024, for the 

above-referenced project (Project). CDFW appreciates this opportunity to 

comment on the Project, pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act 

(CEQA) Guidelines1. 

CDFW’s Role  

CDFW is California’s Trustee Agency for fish and wildlife resources and holds 

those resources in trust by statute for all the people of the State (Fish and G. 

Code, §§ 711.7, subd. (a) & 1802; Public Resources Code, § 21070; CEQA 

Guidelines § 15386, subd. (a)). CDFW, in its Trustee Agency capacity, has 

jurisdiction over the conservation, protection, and management of fish, wildlife, 

native plants, and habitat necessary for biologically sustainable populations of 

those species (Id., § 1802). Similarly, for purposes of CEQA, CDFW is charged by 

law to provide, as available, biological expertise during public agency 

environmental review efforts, focusing specifically on projects and related 

activities that have the potential to adversely affect fish and wildlife resources.  

CDFW is also submitting comments as a Responsible Agency under CEQA 

(Public Resources Code, § 21069; CEQA Guidelines, § 15381). CDFW expects 

 
1CEQA is codified in the California Public Resources Code in section 21000 et 

seq. The “CEQA Guidelines” are found in Title 14 of the California Code of 

Regulations, commencing with section 15000. 
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that it may need to exercise regulatory authority as provided by the Fish and 

Game Code. Likewise, to the extent implementation of the Project as 

proposed may result in “take” as defined by State law, of any species 

protected under the California Endangered Species Act (CESA) (Fish and G. 

Code, § 2050 et seq.) or state listed rare plants pursuant to the Native Plant 

Protection Act (NPPA; Fish and G. Code  § 1900 et seq.), authorization as 

provided by the applicable Fish and Game Code may be required.   

 

Project Description: Reeds Creek Elementary School District (Lead Agency) is 

proposing to expand the existing Reeds Creek Elementary with a transitional 

kindergarten program by adding 15.96 acres to the existing school site located 

at 18335 Johnson Road, Red Bluff, Tehama County, California. The existing 

school site would be expanded by constructing one new building that would 

house two new classrooms. A playground structure would be added in 

addition to a new parking area that would establish a student drop-off zone 

and improve street access to the site. 

Comments and Recommendations  

CDFW offers the following comments and recommendations to assist the Lead 

Agency in adequately identifying, avoiding, minimizing and/or mitigating 

potentially significant, direct, and indirect impacts on biological resources with 

the implementation of the Project.  

 

1) Nesting Birds 

As the MND indicates, the Project area contains suitable habitat for nesting 

birds. Therefore, CDFW supports the inclusion of nesting bird avoidance and 

minimization measures. However, avoidance should be considered first and 

foremost to encourage the preservation of nesting birds without the potential 

for disturbance. Therefore, CDFW recommends that Mitigation Measure BIO-1 

be revised to align with the following avoidance and minimization measures 

(AMM’s) to ensure that impacts to nesting birds are less than significant.   

  

To avoid impacts to nesting birds protected under Fish and Game Code 

sections 3503 and 3503.5 and the federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act, one of the 

following should be implemented prior to conducting Project activities that 

may have impacts to nesting birds:  

 

a) Vegetation removal and other ground-disturbing activities should occur 

between September 1 and January 31, when birds are not anticipated to 

be nesting; or if unfeasible, 
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b) If vegetation removal or ground disturbing activities occur during the 

nesting season, a pre-construction nesting bird survey should be 

conducted by a qualified biologist to identify active nests in and adjacent 

to the Project area.  
  

Surveys should begin prior to sunrise and continue until vegetation and nests 

have been sufficiently observed. The survey should consider acoustic impacts 

and line-of-sight Project disturbances to determine a sufficient survey radius to 

maximize observations of nesting birds. A nesting bird survey report should be 

prepared and, at a minimum, the report should include a description of the 

area surveyed, date and time of the survey, ambient conditions, bird species 

observed, a description of any active nests observed, any evidence of 

breeding behaviors (e.g., courtship, carrying nest materials or food, etc.), and 

a description of any outstanding conditions that may have impacted the 

survey results (e.g., weather conditions, excess noise, presence of predators).   

  

If an active nest is located during pre-construction surveys, a non-disturbance 

buffer should be established around the nest by a qualified biologist in 

consultation with CDFW and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to comply with Fish 

and Game Code sections 3503 and 3503.5 and the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. 

Additional avoidance and minimization measures may include, but are not 

limited to, exclusion buffers, sound-attenuation measures, seasonal work 

closures based on the known biology and life history of the species identified 

during the survey, as well as ongoing monitoring by biologists.  

  

Nesting bird surveys should be conducted no more than one week prior to the 

initiation of Project activities. If Project activities are delayed or suspended for 

more than one week after the pre-construction nesting bird survey, the site 

should be resurveyed. 

 

2) Bats 

Bats are considered non-game mammals and are afforded protection by 

State law from take or possession (Fish and G. Code, §4150). Project activities 

including, but not limited to, ground disturbance, vegetation removal, 

structure demolition and activities that increase ambient noise levels, may 

have direct and/or indirect impacts on bats and their roosts. Trees and/or 

structures that contain cavities, crevices, or exfoliated bark have high potential 

to be used by various bat species.  
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CDFW recommends including a bat habitat and impact assessment to 

determine significant impacts to bats and/or bat roosts from Project activities. 

If applicable, avoidance and minimization measures should be implemented 

to reduce impacts to less than significant. If the removal of suitable bat 

roosting trees or structures will occur, a survey should be conducted by a 

qualified biologist to determine if suitable bat roosting habitat is present prior to 

tree removal and/or structure demolition.  

 

For the demolition of structures with suitable bat roosting habitat or confirmed 

bat roosting, please consult with CDFW. For the removal of trees suitable for 

roosting bats, a two-step removal process should be conducted. This two-step 

removal process should only be conducted during seasonal periods of bat 

activity and may not be conducted in summer months (May 1 to August 14). 

Trees with 12-inch diameter at breast height (DBH) or greater with potentially 

suitable roosting features should be clearly marked by a qualified biologist and 

may be removed as follows: 

 

1. To avoid impacts to roosting bats, removal of trees should occur only 

during the following time frames and subject to the following weather 

conditions, or as otherwise approved/recommended by a qualified 

biologist:  

 

o Between March 15 and April 30, and between August 15 and 

October 1; and 

 

o Between October 2 and March 14 when evening temperatures are 

above 45°F, and no more than ½ inch of rainfall within a 24-hour 

period prior to tree removal. 

 

2. Trees shall be removed using a two-step process to allow bats the 

opportunity to abandon the roost prior to removal. The two-step removal 

process is as follows:  

 

o Day 1: Remove small-diameter trees, brush, and non-habitat 

features of large trees (branches without cavities, crevices, or 

exfoliating bark) to create noise and vibration disturbance on the 

tree and to alter the air flow and temperature around the roost 

feature thus encouraging bats to vacate roost features on their 

own. The tree shall then be left for 24 hours to allow the bats to 

move to another roost site. No excavators, grinders, or other heavy 

equipment should be used for first day trimming of bat habitat trees. 



Alana Cumpston, Superintendent/Principal 

Reeds Creek Elementary School District 

July 22, 2024 

Page 5 

 

o Day 2: If bats may be in branches that can be removed from the 

tree and set aside, cut the branches off intact and set them upright 

against trees away from the Project area to allow any bats present 

to passively escape. Then, remove the remainder of the tree. 
 

This two-step process changes the microhabitat of the area, causing bats to 

vacate under their own volition, therefore minimizing direct and indirect 

impacts to bat species.  

 

3) Low Impact Development 

On page 46 of the MND, the Lead Agency states that the Project would 

“include the construction of curbs, gutters, and drainages to meet stormwater 

and runoff control requirements.” However, the MND does not include 

information about stormwater treatment. CDFW recommends the 

implementation of Low Impact Development2 (LID) strategies to prevent a net-

increase in stormwater runoff from the construction of new parking lots. LID 

strategies may include permeable pavement, bioretention basins and 

bioswales to retain and infiltrate stormwater runoff. These LID strategies are 

typically designed to prevent project generated stormwater runoff from 

exceeding that of a 100-year storm event, to protect water quality and 

manage stormwater as close to its source as possible. Thus, mitigating potential 

flooding and the outflow of toxic pollutants such as 6-ppd quinone, a chemical 

contaminant derived from vehicle tires, to which scientific evidence3,4 has 

linked to negatively impact aquatic organisms, including California’s currently 

declining populations of salmonids and amphibians. Ideally, post project 

stormwater run-off volume, rate and duration will match pre-Project conditions 

and hydro modification would not occur as a result of the Project. CDFW 

supports and encourages the use of LID strategies because they have been 

found to minimize impacts to aquatic habitats by filtering out pollutants, 

decrease peak flows, minimize erosion, and increase ground water recharge.  

 

 
2https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/low_impact_develo

pment/ 
3https://www.ezview.wa.gov/Portals/_1962/images/Researching%20Alternative

s%20to%206PPD/Bioavailability%20of%206PPD-

quinone%20and%20testing%20alternative%20antiozonants%20-

%20WSU%20Report.pdf  
4https://www.ezview.wa.gov/Portals/_1962/images/Researching%20Alternative

s%20to%206PPD/Solvent%20extraction%20and%20aqueous%20leaching%20of%

20tire%20tread%20particles%20-%20UW-T.pdf 

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/low_impact_development/
https://www.ezview.wa.gov/Portals/_1962/images/Researching%20Alternatives%20to%206PPD/Bioavailability%20of%206PPD-quinone%20and%20testing%20alternative%20antiozonants%20-%20WSU%20Report.pdf
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4) Wildlife Friendly Fencing 

CDFW understands fences are essential for the control of trespass, privacy and 

livestock, however; inappropriately designed and/or installed fencing may 

create serious hazards for wildlife. A fence that is friendly to wildlife may allow 

animals to jump over and crawl under easily without injury and are highly 

visible for both ungulates and birds. CDFW encourages the Lead Agency to 

consider designing and constructing fencing with wildlife friendly fencing 

techniques to reduce the potential of injury or death. Please consult A 

Landowner’s Guide to Wildlife Friendly Fences: How to Build Fence with Wildlife 

in Mind5for construction recommendations and use of wildlife friendly fencing.  

 

5) Native Vegetation in Landscaping 

CDFW recommends utilizing vegetation native to the local area in 

landscaping. Benefits of utilizing native vegetation in landscaping are 

numerous and include providing vital resources for native wildlife such as 

beneficial pollinators, conserving water, reducing/omitting the need for 

pesticide use, and reducing landscaping maintenance. The California Native 

Plant Society (CNPS) website6 includes a variety of useful information and tools 

to help determine which native species occur in a particular area, information 

on care and maintenance of native species, and contacts for purchasing 

native plants or seeds. The CNPS tool Calscape7 generates a list of native 

plants that grow in an area based on a specific address and can be used to 

develop a planting palate for landscaping plans. For more information 

regarding the importance of using native species in landscaping, please see 

the CNPS Guidelines for Landscaping to Protect Native Vegetation from 

Genetic Degradation8.  

Promoting Collaboration 

CDFW is charged with preserving and protecting the state’s diverse 

ecosystems and wildlife, therefore, CDFW maintains a strong commitment to 

collaborate with government entities. CDFW is enthusiastic to assist the Lead 

Agency in implementing comprehensive avoidance and minimization for the 

benefit of California’s sensitive resources and aligning regulatory frameworks. 

 

 
5 https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=161709 
6 https://www.cnps.org/ 
7 https://calscape.org/ 
8 https://www.cnps.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/landscaping.pdf 

https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=161709
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=161709
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=161709
https://www.cnps.org/
https://www.cnps.org/
https://calscape.org/
https://www.cnps.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/landscaping.pdf
https://www.cnps.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/landscaping.pdf
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Conclusion 

CDFW appreciates the opportunity to comment on the Final Environmental 

Impact Statement to assist the Lead Agency in identifying and mitigating 

Project impacts on biological resources. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Colton Trent, Environmental 

Scientist by email at R1CEQARedding@wildlife.ca.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 Tina Bartlett, Regional Manager 

 Northern Region 

 

 

ec:     Alana Cumpston 

acumpston@reedscreek.org 

 

State Clearinghouse 

State.Clearinghouse@opr.ca.gov  

 

Colton Trent 

   California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
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