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Re: Bowtie Park Development Project SCH 2024061129 – Notice of Determination 
 
Dear Luke Serna, 

 

The California Public Utilities Commission (Commission/CPUC) has jurisdiction over rail crossings 
(crossings) in California. CPUC ensures that crossings are safely designed, constructed, and maintained.  
The Commission’s Rail Crossings Engineering Branch (RCEB) is in receipt of the Notice of Determination 
(NOD) for the proposed Bowtie Park Development Project (Project). The California Department of 
Parks and Recreation (State Parks) is the lead agency and the project applicant. 

 

The State Parks proposes to redevelop approximately 14.8 acres of the former Taylor Yard rail yard 
complex at 2780 W. Casitas Avenue in the City of Los Angeles into a public park. The project site is 
located along the eastern bank of the Los Angeles River and was formerly part of the Southern Pacific 
Railroad freight classification yard, which operated from 1925 to 1973. The project site is adjacent to an 
active railroad corridor along its eastern boundary that serves the Metrolink Antelope Valley and 
Ventura County Lines. The proposed redevelopment would focus on habitat restoration, open space, 
and passive recreation. The project would provide a direct connection to the Glendale Narrows section 
of the Los Angeles River and connect with other planned improvements in the area, including the 
Bowtie Wetland Demonstration Project and the Paseo del Rio Riverfront Trail Project. 

 

Vehicular access to the park would be provided from the existing entrance at Kerr Street near the 
northwest end of the project site. The project would include an internal vehicular access road with 
passenger drop-off and pick-up areas, parking along the eastern perimeter of the site, and a 
maintenance and emergency access road. The internal access and parking area would be located adjacent 
to the existing railroad corridor along the eastern side of the project site. Section 2.7.2.7 “Traffic” of the 
IS/MND notes that “safety improvements would be made to existing at-grade street-rail crossings 
where traffic increases would be expected”, but it does not mention any specific existing at-grade street-
rail crossings (crossings). If the Project, does proposed any modifications to any existing crossings, any 
proposed crossing modifications will require authorization from the CPUC through a General Order 88-B 
request.  
 

The project site is located immediately west of the active railroad corridor, with the existing Rio de Los 
Angeles State Park and Sotomayor Arts and Sciences Magnet High School located east of the tracks. 
The project does not propose a pedestrian/bicycle crossing across the rail corridor to access either of 
those locations. If a new public pedestrian/bicycle crossing is proposed, authorization from the 
California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) through a formal application will be required prior to 
construction. Any proposed crossing or modification of existing crossing should be coordinated with 
CPUC and the railroad agencies during the design phase.  

 

 

https://ceqanet.lci.ca.gov/2024061129/4
https://maps.app.goo.gl/a5Ww7vMJUiQW6SzQA
https://maps.app.goo.gl/qaH8J5zgrELf7x5H6
https://maps.app.goo.gl/qaH8J5zgrELf7x5H6
https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/industries-and-topics/rail-safety/rail-crossings-and-engineering/go-88-b-modification-of-an-existing-rail-crossing
https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/industries-and-topics/rail-safety/rail-crossings-and-engineering/go-88-b-modification-of-an-existing-rail-crossing
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Rio+de+Los+Angeles+State+Park+State+Recreation+Area/@34.098711,-118.2358502,911m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x80c2c6c5ce57bd35:0x7f8d9541a8aad7d7!8m2!3d34.098711!4d-118.2358502!16s%2Fm%2F064mkn2!5m1!1e2?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDkyMy4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Rio+de+Los+Angeles+State+Park+State+Recreation+Area/@34.098711,-118.2358502,911m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x80c2c6c5ce57bd35:0x7f8d9541a8aad7d7!8m2!3d34.098711!4d-118.2358502!16s%2Fm%2F064mkn2!5m1!1e2?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDkyMy4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://maps.app.goo.gl/DRhdmDCZCJ3Pry268
https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/industries-and-topics/rail-safety/rail-crossings-and-engineering/rail-crossing-formal-applications
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Additionally, given the proposed recreational uses and anticipated pedestrian and bicycle activity, as well 
as the presence of Rio de Los Angeles State Park and High School east of the railroad corridor, RCEB 
recommends that secure railroad right-of-way fencing and appropriate access-control measures be 
provided along the project boundary to discourage unauthorized access and prevent shortcuts across 
the railroad tracks to/from the park. This includes the southern end of property where it is unclear 
when the G2 parcel will be redeveloped by the City of Los Angeles. If the G2 parcel redevelopment is 
not complete when the Project is completed and open to the public, access-control measures should be 
provided along the property line to prevent park users from entering the G2 parcel and accessing the 
rail corridor.  

 
Any proposed crossing improvement project must also conform to the goals of the CPUC’s 
Environmental and Social Justice Action Plan. This includes improving safety and access to 
transportation, improving local air quality and public health, and expanding outreach and public 
participation opportunities in disadvantaged communities. For more information, please visit 
https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/esjactionplan. 
 
RCEB is available to discuss any potential safety impacts or concerns at this location and address any 
questions from the State Parks. 

 
If you have any questions, please contact Sally Nguyen at (213) 334-9366, or sally.nguyen@cpuc.ca.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
Anh Truong, P.E. 
Senior Utilities Engineer (Supervisor) 
Rail Crossings Engineering Branch 
Rail Safety Division 
 
cc: State Clearinghouse, state.clearinghouse@opr.ca.gov 
 Maria Leible, LeibleM@scrra.net 
 Rebecca Fris, Rebecca.Fris@wildlife.ca.gov  
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