







































































































































































































































































APPENDIX C

SFPUC Memorandum Re: Regional Water System Supply Reliability and
UWMP 2020
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= 525 Golden Gate Avenue, 13th Floor
S a n Fra n Cl SCO San Francisco, CA 94102
Water Power Sewer - e
Services of the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission TTY 415.554.3488
TO: SFPUC Wholesale Customers
FROM: Steven R. Ritchie, Assistant General Manager, Water
DATE; June 2, 2021
RE; Regional Water System Supply Reliability and UWMP 2020

This memo is in response to various comments from Wholesale Customers we
have received regarding the reliability of the Regional Water System supply and
San Francisco’s 2020 Urban Water Management Plan (UWMP).

As you are all aware, the UWMP makes clear the potential effect of the
amendments to the Bay-Delta Water Quality Control Plan adopted by the State
Water Resources Control Board on December 12, 2018 should it be
implemented. Regional Water System-wide water supply shortages of 40-50%
could occur until alternative water supplies are developed to replace those
shortfalls. Those shortages could increase dramatically if the State Water
Board’s proposed Water Quality Certification of the Don Pedro Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission (FERC) relicensing were implemented.

We are pursuing several courses of action to remedy this situation as detailed
below.

Pursuing a Tuolumne River Voluntary Agreement
The State Water Board included in its action of December 12, 2018 a provision

London N. Breed

allowing for the development of Voluntary Agreements as an alternative to the My
adopted Plan. Together with the Modesto and Turlock Irrigation Districts, we i
have been actively pursuing a Tuolumne River Voluntary Agreement (TRVA) e ap,;’i‘;?,t
since January 2017. We believe the TRVA is a superior approach to producing -
benefits for fish with a much more modest effect on our water supply. Vics Presideiit
Unfortunately, it has been a challenge to work with the State on this, but we R
continue to persist, and of course we are still interested in early implementation Commissianes
of the TRVA. Ed Harrington

Commissioner
Evaluating our Drought Planning Scenario in light of climate change ———
Ever since the drought of 1987-92, we have been using a Drought Planning Commissioner
Scenario with a duration of 8.5 years as a stress test of our Regional Water R
System supplies. Some stakeholders have criticized this methodology as being Acting
too conservative. This fall we anticipate our Commission convening a workshop Ceneral Manager

OUR MISSION: To provide our customers with high-quality, efficient and reliable water, power and sewer
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regarding our use of the 8.5-year Drought Planning Scenario, particularly in
light of climate change resilience assessment work that we have funded through
the Water Research Foundation. We look forward to a valuable discussion with
our various stakeholders and the Commission.

Pursuing Alternative Water Supplies

The SFPUC continues to aggressively pursue Alternative Water Supplies to
address whatever shortfall may ultimately occur pending the outcome of
negotiation and/or litigation. The most extreme degree of Regional Water
System supply shortfall is modeled to be 93 million gallons per day under
implementation of the Bay-Delta Plan amendments. We are actively pursuing
more than a dozen projects, including recycled water for irrigation, purified
water for potable use, increased reservoir storage and conveyance, brackish
water desalination, and partnerships with other agencies, particularly the
Turlock and Modesto Irrigation Districts. Our goal is to have a suite of
alternative water supply projects ready for CEQA review by July 1, 2023.

In litigation with the State over the Bay-Delta Plan Amendments

On January 10, 2019, we joined in litigation against the State over the adoption
of the Bay-Delta Water Quality Control Plan Amendments on substantive and
procedural grounds. The lawsuit was necessary because there is a statute of
limitations on CEQA cases of 30 days, and we needed to preserve our legal
options in the event that we are unsuccessful in reaching a voluntary agreement
for the Tuolumne River. Even then, potential settlement of this litigation is a
possibility in the future.

In litigation with the State over the proposed Don Pedro FERC Water
Quality Certification

The State Water Board staff raised the stakes on these matters by issuing a
Water Quality Certification for the Don Pedro FERC relicensing on January 15,
2021 that goes well beyond the Bay-Delta Plan amendments. The potential
impact of the conditions included in the Certification appear to virtually double
the water supply impact on our Regional Water System of the Bay-Delta Plan
amendments. We requested that the State Water Board reconsider the
Certification, including conducting hearings on it, but the State Water Board
took no action. As a result, we were left with no choice but to once again file
suit against the State. Again, the Certification includes a clause that it could be
replaced by a Voluntary Agreement, but that is far from a certainty.

[ hope this makes it clear that we are actively pursuing all options to resolve this
difficult situation. We remain committed to creating benefits for the Tuolumne
River while meeting our Water Supply Level of Service Goals and Objectives
for our retail and wholesale customers.

cc.: SFPUC Commissioners
Nicole Sandkulla, CEO/General Manager, BAWSCA





