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Re: Berkeley Space Center at NASA Research Park — Draft Joint Environmental Impact
Report/Environmental Impact Statement (EIR/EIS)

Dear Shraddha Navalli Patil:

Thank you for including the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) in the
environmental review process for the Project. The Local Development Review (LDR)
Program reviews land use projects and plans to ensure consistency with our mission
and state planning priorities. The following comments are based on our review of the
April 2024 Draft Joint EIR/EIS.

Please note this correspondence does not indicate an official position or approval by
Caltrans on this project and is for informational purposes only.

Project Understanding

The proposed project would redevelop the project site with a research and education
hub that includes academic and research facilities, retail and collaborative work
spaces, student and faculty housing, short-term lodging, and open space. The
approximately 39-acre project site is located near U.S. Route 101, State Route (SR) 85,
and SR 237.

Travel Demand Analysis

The project Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) analysis and significance determination are
undertaken in a manner consistent with the Office of Land Use and Climate
Innovation’s (LCI) Technical Advisory. Per the EIR/EIS, this project is found to have
significant VMT impact and includes a comprehensive Transportation Demand
Management (TDM) Program to reduce project-generated vehicle trips by up to 31
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percent. The program will include regular monitoring fo measure effectiveness and
ensure compliance.

Please note that the Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) released their
Final Report/Program Framework for The Equitable VMT Mitigation Program for Santa
Clara County in March 2025 (link). The Equitable VMT Mitigation Program for Santa
Clara County was awarded through Caltrans’ Sustainable Transportation Planning
Program and provides a framework to assist cities, the County, and developers to
identify ways to reduce the amount of driving from land use developments and
improve travel options in Santa Clara County. The University is encouraged to
collaborate with VTA and Califrans to explore more citywide or regional VMT mitigation
options where feasible.

Construction-Related Impacts

Project work that requires movement of oversized or excessive load vehicles on State
roadways requires a transportation permit that is issued by Caltrans. To apply, please
visit Caltrans Transportation Permits (link).

Prior to construction, coordination may be required with Caltrans to develop a
Transportation Management Plan (TMP) to reduce construction traffic impacts to the
State Transportation Network (STN).

Thank you again for including Caltrans in the environmental review process. Should
you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact Luana Chen, Associate
Transportation Planner, via LDR-D4@dot.ca.gov. For future early coordination
opportunities or project referrals, please visit Caltrans LDR website (link) or contact LDR-
D4@dot.ca.gov.

Sincerely,

(1

YUNSHENG LUO
Branch Chief, Local Development Review
Office of Regional and Community Planning

c: State Clearinghouse
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