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COUNTY OF COLUSA

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
1213 Market Street, Colusa, CA 95932
(530) 458-0480

NOTICE OF PREPARATION
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT

Date: June 24, 2024
To: State Clearinghouse, Agencies, and Interested Parties
From: Colusa County Community Development Department

1213 Market Street, Colusa CA, 95932

Subject:  Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the
Proposed Janus Solar and Battery Storage Project

The Purpose of This Notice of Preparation

The purpose of the Notice of Preparation (NOP) is to comply with Title 14 of the
California Code of Regulations (CCR) Section 15082. Colusa County is the Lead
Agency for the Project. The Project includes one or more discretionary approvals
that trigger environmental review and County staff has determined that an
environmental impact report (EIR) is the appropriate level of review.

The County is requesting input for the preparation of an EIR regarding the scope
and content of environmental concerns from your agency’s area of
responsibility. The EIR will be utilized by various agencies for subsequent
approvals. Please provide appropriate contact information for the person(s) in
your agency for consultation regarding this Project that is subject to the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).

The NOP is available on the County website at:

https://www.countyofcolusa.org/996/Janus-Solar-Project



https://www.countyofcolusa.org/996/Janus-Solar-Project
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Project Location

The Project site includes two parcels with Assessor Parcel Numbers (APN) 018-050-005
and 018-050-006, which are approximately 630.5 and 255.7 acres, respectively, for
a total area of 886.2 acres. The site is more generally located in Township 14 North,
Range 4 West, Sections 1 and 2. The Project would connect to the existing PG&E
Cortina Substation, which is located on Walnut Drive approximately 3 miles
northeast of the Project site, as shown on the Site Plan (see Attachment A). The
Project is approximately 6.5 miles southwest of the City of Williams. State
Highway 20 runs approximately 1.5 miles from the Project site to the north and
west.

The Project would connect to the electrical grid at the existing PG&E Cortina
Substation via a roughly 4-mile long 60 kilovolt (kV) gen-tie line partially
located within existing County right-of-way (ROW) along Walnut Drive and
Spring Valley Road, as identified on the Site Plan (Attachment A).

Project Setting

The Project site is located in a transitional area of Colusa County between the
farmed valley floor and the westerly foothills of the California Coast Range.
Topographic and geotechnical surveys demonstrate that the site’s topography
varies from relatively flat to gently rolling hills with elevation changes of
approximately 150 feet.

The Project site historically has been used for grazing activities and contains
approximately 56 acres of land on the northwest portion that will continue to be
used as a corral area to support the landowner’s ongoing cattle grazing operation.

The Project site is under Williamson Act contract, although it is not irrigated
and is not prime farmland. The EIR will include an assessment of potential
Project-related impacts to agricultural resources including potential actions by
the Board of Supervisors regarding the Williamson Act contracts.

Project Description

The Project will utilize approximately 666 acres of the approximately 886-acre
Project site. Construction is planned to begin in July 2025 and conclude in June
2026, lasting approximately 11 months. The Project would generate and store up
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to 80 megawatts alternating current (MWAC), for the purpose of delivering
renewable electricity to the grid in a cost-competitive manner.

A more detailed description is provided as follows:

Solar Arrays and Inverter Blocks - The solar PV power generation facilities would
include solar arrays and inverter blocks. The solar PV modules (i.e., panels)
would convert solar energy into direct current (DC) electricity. By design, the
solar PV panels absorb sunlight to generate electrical output and are manufactured
with anti-reflective glass that minimizes potential for glare. The PV modules
would be mounted together in arrays on a modular tracking system such that the
angle of the panels would change throughout the day. Each tracking assembly
would consist of galvanized steel posts on which frames, ranging between 6 and
10 feet above grade, depending on the topography, would be placed. The Project
would also include inverter blocks to convert the DC electricity from the solar
arrays to alternating current (AC) electricity. The inverter blocks would be
located along internal access roads within the solar arrays. Each inverter block
would consist of enclosed inverter stations and a transformer approximately 10
feet in height above grade set on concrete or steel foundations. An electrical
collection system would be installed underground in branch circuits to connect
the electrical output of the energy facility to the on-site substation. Cable lengths
would vary with the distance of the solar arrays to the on-site substation.

On-Site Substation - The Project would include an on-site substation located on
an approximately 3-acre portion of the Project site within a perimeter fence. The
substation would include a generator step-up transformer to increase the output
voltage from the module blocks (34.5 kV) to the voltage of the 60-kV transmission
line, protective relay and metering equipment, utility and customer revenue
metering, and a station service transformer that would provide power to the
substation and its weatherproof control house.

Battery Energy Storage System - The battery energy storage system (BESS) would
be located to the east of the on-site substation within an approximately 4-acre area.
The BESS would consist of lithium ion battery technology that would be used to
either control electric frequency or store energy produced by the solar PV power
generation facilities. The BESS would be housed in standard shipping containers.

Transmission Line and Point of Interconnection — The Project would connect to
the electrical grid at the existing PG&E Cortina Substation via a roughly 4-mile
long 60 kilovolt (kV) gen-tie line partially located within existing County right-
of-way (ROW) along Walnut Drive and Spring Valley Road. The gen-tie line
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would be installed on existing, retrofitted, or new poles, either aboveground or
underground depending on feasibility.

Related and Supporting Facilities - The Project-related supporting facilities and
infrastructure would include an operations and maintenance (O&M) facility,
internal service roads, security fencing, gates and lighting, a construction
laydown yard, and other temporary construction areas.

Operations and Maintenance Facility - The O&M facility would include office
space, storage, and sanitary facilities. The sanitary facilities would drain to an on-
site septic system. Water would be supplied by either on-site wells or trucked to
the site. An equipment storage area and a gravel parking lot for employees,
visitors, and emergency response vehicles would be located adjacent to the
container. The O&M facility would be located in the vicinity of the on-site
substation and will occupy an area of approximately 1 acre.

Internal Service Roads - Internal service roads would be constructed to access
the Project, for ingress and egress to the Project site, to individual Project
components, and between the solar array rows to facilitate installation,
maintenance, and cleaning of the solar panels. Roads throughout the arrays
would provide access to the inverter equipment pads and substations and would
be graveled. The roads would be approximately 12 feet wide.

Security Fencing, Gates, and Lighting - The site perimeter would be bordered by
a 6- to 8-foot-tall woven wire or chain link fence. This type of fence would
provide necessary security for the Project while also being friendly to wildlife. A
locked security gate would be located at the site entrance.

Construction Laydown Yards - Temporary, construction laydown yards would be
included in the Project. The laydown yards would, collectively, be approximately
5 acres in size and located within the Project site. The laydown yards would be
graded with a gravel surface and temporarily fenced to provide storage for
supplies, vehicles, and equipment during construction.

Potential Environmental Impacts

Pursuant to CEQA and Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations (CCR)
Section 15064, the discussion of potential environmental impacts in the EIR
shall be focused on impacts identified by the County as potentially significant.
The EIR will also evaluate cumulative impacts of the Project when considered
in conjunction with other related past, current, and reasonably foreseeable
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future projects. The Lead Agency has initially identified the following
environmental considerations as potentially significant effects of the Project:

Aesthetics — The Project is located in a rural area surrounded by existing
agricultural uses consisting of grazing lands and scattered residential buildings
and accessory buildings. The Project would alter the existing character of the site
and surrounding area. The Project site is located to the east of Spring Valley Road
and residents and travelers in the area would observe alterations to the existing
landscape. The EIR will provide an assessment of the Project’s potential impacts
to visual resources, as well as the potential for glint and glare impacts.

Agriculture and Forestry Resources - The site is unirrigated and current
activities are limited to grazing. The Project site is designated as Farmland of
Local Importance by the California Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program.
The Project site is under Williamson Act contract but is not designated Prime or
Unique Farmland. The EIR will provide an assessment of potential Project-
related impacts to agricultural resources including potential actions by the Board
of Supervisors regarding the Williamson Act contracts.

Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Emissions - The EIR will describe regional
and local air quality in the vicinity of the proposed Project site and evaluate
impacts to air quality associated with the construction and operation of the
Project. An air quality study will establish baseline conditions, and Project and
cumulative impacts. The proposed Project’s estimated air emissions will be
compared to emissions thresholds of the Colusa County Air Pollution Control
District and California Air Resources Board. The EIR will describe existing air
quality conditions within the Sacramento Valley Air Basin and will evaluate the
proposed Project’s potential air quality impacts. Potential air quality emissions
include fugitive dust and combustion exhaust. The EIR will also include a
discussion of greenhouse gas emissions and the proposed Project’s contribution
to potential cumulative impacts on global climate change.

Biological Resources - Construction of the proposed Project may modify biotic
habitats used by sensitive plant and wildlife species. As such, site development
may be regulated by state or federal agencies, in addition to being subject to
CEQA. A preliminary biological assessment of special status species was
completed in November 2019. The assessment indicated that the Project site
primarily consists of non-native grasslands, with smaller areas of disturbed
potential wetland, riparian woodland, and native forbs are present on the Project
site. The Project site contains ephemeral and riverine drainages, which have been
heavily disturbed due to historical and existing ranching activities. Additional
plant and wildlife studies and a wetland delineation study will be prepared prior
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to publication of the EIR, and the Project’s potential impacts to biological
resources will be further analyzed in the EIR.

Cultural and Tribal Cultural Resources - The County will initiate the AB 52
process by notifying seven tribes, six from the NAHC lists and another who has
requested consultation in the past. A records search, tribal consultation, and a
cultural pedestrian survey will be included for the Project site. There are no known
historic architectural resources on the site. The EIR will examine the Project’s
potential to affect cultural resources and tribal cultural resources.

Energy - The EIR will include an analysis of the Project’s potential to result in
impacts on energy conservation and/or consumption.

Geology/Soils and Mineral Resources - Initial construction, buildout, and
operation of the proposed Project could result in impacts related to geotechnical
hazards, including seismicity of the area, potential for liquefaction and
subsidence, potential for soil erosion, soil stability characteristics, and
shrink/swell potential of site soils, as applicable. Mineral resources in the County
are generally related to gravel along existing waterways. While no significant
waterways exist on the Project site, gravel resources have the potential to be
present due to the proximity of the Coast Range and possible alluvial fans. If
paleontological resources exist on the site, ground-disturbing activities could
result in potentially significant impacts. The EIR will provide a geological
evaluation of the proposed Project site to establish baseline conditions and assess
the potential for impacts related to geology, soils, mineral resources, and
paleontological resources.

Greenhouse Gas Emissions - The temporary construction activities associated
with the proposed Project, which would involve operation of heavy off-road
equipment, on-road trucks, and construction worker commute trips, would
generate greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. However, as a solar facility, the
proposed Project is expected to displace traditional sources of electricity
production that involve combustion energy sources (e.g., burning coal, fuel oil,
or natural gas). As such, the provision of solar energy by the proposed Project
would produce GHG-free electricity that is anticipated to offset GHGs that would
otherwise be generated by traditional sources of electricity. The potential impacts
associated with GHG emissions generated during construction of the Project and
the potential GHG offsets resulting from operation of the Project will be
evaluated in the EIR. The proposed Project’s estimated GHGs will be evaluated
for consistency with the Colusa County General Plan (adopted July 31, 2012) and
2022 State Scoping Plan.
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Hazards and Hazardous Materials - There are no known hazards or hazardous
materials located within the proposed Project site according to the Phase 1
Environmental Site Assessment. The EIR will evaluate the potential for the
proposed Project to result in, or be affected by, impacts associated with hazards
and hazardous materials.

Hydrology/Water Quality - According to the Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM)
prepared by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (Map Numbers
06011C0625F and 06011C0650F), the majority of the Project site is located
within Zone X. Zone X is an area determined to be outside the 0.2 percent annual
chance floodplain. There are some locations along drainages that are identified
as Zone A and are considered to be within the 100 Year Flood Plain. The EIR
will analyze the proposed Project’s impacts on hydrology and water quality.

Land Use/Planning - The EIR will describe the proposed Project’s potential
effects on existing and planned uses on and around the Project site. The General
Plan land use designation is Agricultural Upland (AU). The site is zoned as
Foothill Agriculture (F-A), which has a minimum parcel size of 80 acres. The
designations are intended to promote and support agricultural uses such as grazing.
The F-A zoning designation allows for energy generation for off-site use with a
Use Permit. The EIR will provide a discussion of relevant local plans and policies.

Noise - The EIR will describe the noise levels associated with construction and operations
and will compare these levels to applicable noise thresholds to determine whether
the proposed Project would result in potentially significant noise impacts. A
noise study will establish baseline, Project, and cumulative impacts.

Population/Housing - The EIR will evaluate the Project’s effect on population and
housing in the local area based on estimations of Project employment and distribution of
the employees by place of residence.

Public Services - The EIR will evaluate the proposed Project’s potential to create
an adverse impact to schools, and will also evaluate effects on local police and fire
services along with parks and regional recreational facilities.

Recreation - Recreational activities in the vicinity of the Project will be analyzed
in the EIR.

Transportation/Traffic - The EIR will evaluate the proposed Project’s impact on
regional and local transportation facilities based on a transportation analysis that
will assess both construction-related impacts (heavy truck trips and construction
worker trips), as well as operational impacts (employee and visitor trips).
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Construction-related vehicles would primarily access the Project site from State
Route 20, Walnut Drive and Spring Valley Road. The EIR will evaluate traffic
safety, road damage impacts, and agricultural aircraft operations.

Utilities and Service Systems - The proposed Project would not require
extension/connection to urban services such as potable water service, wastewater
treatment, and storm-water drainage. However, the EIR will analyze drainage,
wastewater, natural gas, and electrical systems and the proposed Project’s impact
on these systems. The EIR will analyze water supply for construction and
maintenance activities, as well as describe the existing solid waste facilities that serve
the Project site.

Wildfire — As of April 1, 2024, the proposed Project site is designated by
CALFIRE as a High Fire Hazard Severity Zone within the State Responsibility
Area (SRA). The Project site is not within a Fire-Threat Area as designated by the
California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC). The EIR will evaluate the
potential impacts of the Project related to wildfire.

Growth Inducement - The EIR will evaluate the proposed Project’s potential for
growth inducement resulting from the construction and operation of the Project,
as well as new demand for housing, and goods and services. The effect of primary and
secondary increases in employment and economic activity will be discussed.

Cumulative Impacts - The EIR will discuss the incremental contribution of the
proposed Project to cumulative effects of other past, current, and planned and
reasonably foreseeable projects in the vicinity. The summary of projects method
will be used where applicable. Also, to the extent feasible, the cumulative impacts
analysis will quantify the degree of severity of any cumulative impact.

Alternatives Evaluated Under the EIR - In accordance with CEQA Guidelines
Section 15126.6, the EIR will describe a reasonable range of alternatives to the
proposed Project that are capable of meeting most of the proposed Project’s
objectives, but would avoid or substantially lessen any of the significant effects
of the proposed Project. The EIR will also identify any alternatives that were
considered but rejected by the Lead Agency as infeasible and briefly explain
the reasons why. The EIR will also provide an analysis of a No Project
Alternative.

Opportunity for Public Comment

Interested individuals, groups, and agencies may provide to the County of
Colusa Community Development Department, written comments on topics to be
addressed in the EIR for the proposed Project. Because of time limits mandated
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by state law, comments should be provided no later than 5:00 p.m. on July 31,
2024. Agencies that will need to use the EIR when considering permits or other
approvals for the proposed Project should provide the name of a staff contact
person. Please send all comments to:

Greg Plucker, Community Development Director
Colusa County Community Development Department
1213 Market Street, Colusa CA, 95932

(530) 458-0480

gplucker@countyofcolusa.com



NOTICE OF PREPARATION
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT

June 24, 2024
Page 10 of 10

Attachment A: Janus Solar and Battery Storage Project - Site Plan
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Scoping Comments Addressed in the Draft EIR

Janus Solar and Battery Storage Project

The NOP for the Janus Solar Project was published on June 25, 2024, after which a 30-day scoping period was opened to solicit public comments
to ensure environmental concerns from the public were addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR). Multiple comments were
received during the scoping process. However, not all comments received were related to the environmental consequences of the Project.

The table below is intended as a summary of the comments that were received during the scoping period that specifically pertain to CEQA and
identify sections of the DEIR in which they have been addressed. All other comments received that do not pertain to the environmental
consequences of the Project are expected to be addressed outside of the EIR.

Commentor

Comment

Response Location

Beth Ferrini Katsaris

Will the EIR analyze water runoff? How will drainage be
handled?

Chapter 4.10, Hydrology and Water Quality; Impact
4.10-3

Beth Ferrini Katsaris

Will the EIR analyze hazardous materials in the solar
panels? What happens if they break or leak?

Chapter 4.9, Hazards and Hazardous Materials;
Section 4.9.1.3, Solar Photovoltaic Panels

Beth Ferrini Katsaris

Why don’t we use another site? Will alternative sites be
analyzed? Should consider a site that is not located a high
fire hazard zone.

Chapter 5, Alternatives Analysis; Section 5.7,
Northeast Site

Beth Ferrini Katsaris

How much of the land will become impervious due to the
project?

Chapter 4.10, Hydrology and Water Quality; Impact
4.10-3

Beth Ferrini Katsaris

Would the site be considered prime farmland if it were
irrigated? Why is that not considered?

Chapter 4.2, Agriculture and Forestry Resources;
Impact 4.2-1

Beth Ferrini Katsaris

I would like the applicants to consider the alternative of
putting an orchard instead of solar project?

Chapter 3, Introduction to the Alternatives; Section
3.3.2, Orchard

Beth Ferrini Katsaris

Traffic was not adequately addressed in the previous EIR

Chapter 4.17, Transportation; Impact 4.17-2

Beth Ferrini Katsaris

The project is within a “Very high fire hazard’ zone per
CalFire and the NOP says it is a ‘High hazard zone’. It also
says it’s not in a fire hazard zone per the CPUC — why is
there a discrepancy between the two?

Chapter 4.20, Wildfire; Section 4.20.1.4, CAL FIRE-
Designated Wildfire Hazard Zones; Section 4.20.1.5,
CPUC-Designated Wildfire Hazard Zones




Commentor

Comment

Response Location

Jean Terkildsen, Matt Ferrini, and Beth Ferrini Katsaris

An alternative to the addition of above ground power poles
needs to be analyzed. Power poles make aerial applications
for farming operations more dangerous and sometimes
impossible. The installation of underground power lines
needs to be considered in the EIR.

Chapter 5, Alternatives; Section 5.6, Undergrounded
Gen-Tie

Stephen Marsh

Where will water come from? How will water be delivered
to the project site during construction and operation?

Appendix H-2: Addendum to the Water Supply
Assessment

Chapter 4.10, Hydrology and Water Quality; Impact
4.10-2

Stephen Marsh, Karan Marsh, Annamarie Louie, Antoinette
Marsh, Vernette Marsh, and Leslie Marsh

Will the land use permit grazing under the panels?

Chapter 4.11, Land Use/Planning; Table 4.11-1

Stephen Marsh, Karan Marsh, Annamarie Louie, Antoinette
Marsh, Vernette Marsh, and Leslie Marsh

How long is construction? Days per week, hours, dust
suppression?

Chapter 2, Project Description; Section 2.5.8.5,
Construction Schedule and Workforce

Chapter 4.3, Air Quality; Section 4.3.7, Mitigation
Measures

Stephen Marsh, Karan Marsh, Annamarie Louie, Antoinette
Marsh, Vernette Marsh, and Leslie Marsh

How will the applicant ensure the project will be
decommissioned?

Chapter 2, Project Description; Section 2.5.10,
Decommissioning and Site Reclamation

Stephen and Karan Marsh

Will Spring Valley Road be maintained during construction
and who will pay for repairs, if warranted?

Chapter 4.17, Transportation; Section 4.5.6
Mitigation Measures

Stephen Marsh, Karan Marsh, Annamarie Louie, Antoinette
Marsh, Vernette Marsh, and Leslie Marsh

How much water will be required by the project during
construction and operation? Will it be potable or non-
potable?

Appendix H: Water Supply Assessment

California Department of Fish and Wildlife

The DEIR should clearly identify and describe all short-term,
long-term, permanent, or temporary impacts to biological
resources under CDFW'’s jurisdiction, including all direct
and foreseeable indirect impacts caused by the proposed
Project.

Chapter 4.4, Biological Resources; Section 4.4.5,
Impacts Analysis

California Native Plant Society

Request for an alternatives analysis to examine an
alternative location.

Chapter 5, Alternatives Analysis; Section 5.7,
Northeast Site

California Native Plant Society

Consider consulting with wildlife agencies over the scope
and appropriate protocols for special status species surveys

Chapter 4.4, Biological Resources; Impact 4.4-1




Commentor

Comment

Response Location

California Native Plant Society

Consider the “lake effect” as the project falls within the
Pacific Flyway.

Chapter 4.4, Biological Resources; Impact 4.4-1

California Native Plant Society

Analyze the cumulative impacts on biological resources.

Chapter 4.4, Biological Resource; Section 4.4.8,
Cumulative Impacts

Native American Heritage Commission

Discuss impacts to Trial Cultural Resources

Chapter 4.5, Cultural Resources; Section 4.5.5,
Impacts Analysis

Chapter 4.18, Tribal Cultural Resources; Section
4.18.4, Impacts Analysis

Native American Heritage Commission

Consider feasible mitigation.

Chapter 4.5, Cultural Resources; Section 4.5.6,
Mitigation Measures

Regional Water Quality Control Board

Project must obtain a Construction Storm Water General
Permit

Chapter 4.10, Hydrology and Water Quality; Section
4.10.4, Impact Analysis

Regional Water Quality Control Board

Project must obtain Clean Water Act Section 401 and 404
Permits

Chapter 4.10, Hydrology and Water Quality; Section
4.10.4, Impact Analysis

Regional Water Quality Control Board

Project must obtain Waste Discharge Requirement permit

Chapter 4.10, Hydrology and Water Quality; Section
4.10.4, Impact Analysis

Regional Water Quality Control Board

Project must obtain NPDES Permit.

Chapter 4.10, Hydrology and Water Quality; Section
4.10.4, Impact Analysis
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA Gavin Newsom, Governor

NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE COMMISSION

July 19, 2024

Greg Plucker

County of Colusa Community Development Department
1213 Market Street

Colusa CA 95932

Re: 2024061043, Janus Solar and Battery Storage Project, Colusa County
Dear Mr. Plucker:

The Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) has received the Notice of Preparation
(NOP), Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) or Early Consultation for the project
referenced above. The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (Pub. Resources Code
§21000 et seq.), specifically Public Resources Code §21084.1, states that a project that may
cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource, is a project that
may have a significant effect on the environment. (Pub. Resources Code § 21084.1; Cal. Code
Regs., tit.14, §15064.5 (b) (CEQA Guidelines §15064.5 (b)). If there is substantial evidence, in
light of the whole record before a lead agency, that a project may have a significant effect on
the environment, an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) shall be prepared. (Pub. Resources
Code §21080 (d); Cal. Code Regs., tfit. 14, § 5064 subd.(a)(1) (CEQA Guidelines §15064 (a)(1)).
In order to determine whether a project will cause a substantial adverse change in the
significance of a historical resource, a lead agency will need to determine whether there are
historical resources within the area of potential effect (APE).

CEQA was amended significantly in 2014. Assembly Bill 52 (Gatto, Chapter 532, Statutes of
2014) (AB 52) amended CEQA to create a separate category of cultural resources, “tribal
cultural resources” (Pub. Resources Code §21074) and provides that a project with an effect
that may cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a tfribal cultural resource is
a project that may have a significant effect on the environment. (Pub. Resources Code
§21084.2). Public agencies shall, when feasible, avoid damaging effects to any tribal cultural
resource. (Pub. Resources Code §21084.3 (a)). AB 52 applies to any project for which a notice
of preparation, a notice of negative declaration, or a mitigated negative declaration is filed on
or after July 1, 2015. If your project involves the adoption of or amendment to a general plan or
a specific plan, or the designation or proposed designation of open space, on or after March 1,
2005, it may also be subject to Senate Bill 18 (Burton, Chapter 905, Statutes of 2004) (SB 18).

Both SB 18 and AB 52 have tribal consultation requirements. If your project is also subject to the
federal National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. § 4321 et seq.) (NEPA), the fribal
consultation requirements of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (154
U.S.C. 300101, 36 C.F.R. §800 et seq.) may also apply.

The NAHC recommends consultation with California Native American tribes that are
fraditionally and culturally affiliated with the geographic area of your proposed project as early
as possible in order to avoid inadvertent discoveries of Native American human remains and
best protect tribal cultural resources. Below is a brief summary of portions of AB 52 and SB 18 as
well as the NAHC's recommendations for conducting cultural resources assessments.

Consult your legal counsel about compliance with AB 52 and SB 18 as well as compliance with
any other applicable laws.
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AB 52
AB 52 has added to CEQA the additional requirements listed below, along with many other requirements:

1. Fourteen Day Period to Provide Notice of Completion of an Application/Decision to Undertake a Project:
Within fourteen (14) days of determining that an application for a project is complete or of a decision by a public
agency to undertake a project, a lead agency shall provide formal notification to a designated contact of, or
tribal representative of, fraditionally and culturally affiliated California Native American tribes that have
requested notice, to be accomplished by at least one written notice that includes:

a. A brief description of the project.

b. Thelead agency contact information.

c. Notfification that the California Native American tribe has 30 days to request consultation. (Pub.

Resources Code §21080.3.1 (d)).

d. A “Cadlifornia Native American tribe" is defined as a Native American tribe located in California that is

on the contact list maintained by the NAHC for the purposes of Chapter 905 of Statutes of 2004 (SB 18).

(Pub. Resources Code §21073).

2. Begin Consultation Within 30 Days of Receiving a Tribe's Request for Consultation and Before Releasing a
Negative Declaration, Mitigated Negative Declaration, or Environmental Impact Report: A lead agency shall
begin the consultation process within 30 days of receiving a request for consultation from a California Native
American tribe that is fraditionally and culturally affiliated with the geographic area of the proposed project.
(Pub. Resources Code §21080.3.1, subds. (d) and (e)) and prior to the release of a negative declaration,
mitigated negative declaration or Environmental Impact Report. (Pub. Resources Code §21080.3.1(b)).

a. Forpurposes of AB 52, “consultation shall have the same meaning as provided in Gov. Code §65352.4

(SB 18). (Pub. Resources Code §21080.3.1 (b)).

3. Mandatory Topics of Consultation If Requested by a Tribe: The following topics of consultation, if a tribe
requests to discuss them, are mandatory topics of consultation:

a. Alternatives to the project.

b. Recommended mitigation measures.

c. Significant effects. (Pub. Resources Code §21080.3.2 (a)).

4. Discretionary Topics of Consultation: The following topics are discretionary topics of consultation:
a. Type of environmental review necessary.
b. Significance of the tribal cultural resources.
c. Significance of the project’s impacts on fribal cultural resources.
d. If necessary, project alternatives or appropriate measures for preservation or mitigation that the tribe
may recommend 1o the lead agency. (Pub. Resources Code §21080.3.2 (a)).

5. Confidentidlity of Information Submitted by a Tribe During the Environmental Review Process: With some
exceptions, any information, including but not limited to, the location, description, and use of tribal cultural
resources submitted by a California Native American fribe during the environmental review process shall not be
included in the environmental document or otherwise disclosed by the lead agency or any other public agency
to the public, consistent with Government Code §6254 (r) and §6254.10. Any information submitted by a
California Native American tribe during the consultation or environmental review process shall be published in a
confidential appendix to the environmental document unless the tribe that provided the information consents, in
writing, to the disclosure of some or all of the information fo the public. (Pub. Resources Code §21082.3 (c)(1)).

6. Discussion of Impacts to Tribal Cultural Resources in the Environmental Document: If a project may have a
significant impact on a tribal cultural resource, the lead agency’s environmental document shall discuss both of
the following:
a. Whether the proposed project has a significant impact on an identified tribal cultural resource.
b. Whether feasible alternatives or mitigation measures, including those measures that may be agreed
to pursuant to Public Resources Code §21082.3, subdivision (a), avoid or substantially lessen the impact on
the identified tribal cultural resource. (Pub. Resources Code §21082.3 (b)).
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7. Conclusion of Consultation: Consultation with a tribe shall be considered concluded when either of the
following occurs:
a. The parties agree to measures to mitigate or avoid a significant effect, if a significant effect exists, on
a tribal cultural resource; or
b. A party, acting in good faith and after reasonable effort, concludes that mutual agreement cannot
be reached. (Pub. Resources Code §21080.3.2 (b)).

8. Recommending Mitigation Measures Agreed Upon in Consultation in the Environmental Document: Any
mifigation measures agreed upon in the consultation conducted pursuant to Public Resources Code §21080.3.2
shall be recommended for inclusion in the environmental document and in an adopted mitigation monitoring
and reporting program, if determined to avoid or lessen the impact pursuant o Public Resources Code §21082.3,
subdivision (b), paragraph 2, and shall be fully enforceable. (Pub. Resources Code §21082.3 (a)).

9. Required Consideration of Feasible Mitigation: If mitigation measures recommended by the staff of the lead
agency as a result of the consultation process are not included in the environmental document or if there are no
agreed upon mitigation measures at the conclusion of consultation, or if consultation does not occur, and if
substantial evidence demonstrates that a project will cause a significant effect to a tribal cultural resource, the
lead agency shall consider feasible mitigation pursuant to Public Resources Code §21084.3 (b). (Pub. Resources
Code §21082.3 (e)).

10. Examples of Mitigation Measures That, If Feasible, May Be Considered to Avoid or Minimize Significant Adverse
Impacts to Tribal Cultural Resources:
a. Avoidance and preservation of the resources in place, including, but not limited to:
i. Planning and construction to avoid the resources and protect the cultural and natural
context.
ii. Planning greenspace, parks, or other open space, to incorporate the resources with culturally
appropriate protection and management criteria.
b. Treating the resource with culturally appropriate dignity, taking intfo account the tribal cultural values
and meaning of the resource, including, but not limited to, the following:
i. Protecting the cultural character and integrity of the resource.
ii. Protecting the fraditional use of the resource.
iii. Protecting the confidentiality of the resource.
c. Permanent conservation easements or other interests in real property, with culturally appropriate
management criteria for the purposes of preserving or utilizing the resources or places.
d. Protecting the resource. (Pub. Resource Code §21084.3 (b)).
e. Please note that a federally recognized California Native American tribe or a non-federally
recognized California Native American tribe that is on the contact list maintained by the NAHC to protect
a California prehistoric, archaeological, cultural, spiritual, or ceremonial place may acquire and hold
conservation easements if the conservation easement is voluntarily conveyed. (Civ. Code §815.3 (c)).
f. Please note that it is the policy of the state that Native American remains and associated grave
artifacts shall be repatriated. (Pub. Resources Code §5097.991).

11. Prerequisites for Certifying an Environmental Impact Report or Adopting a Mitigated Negative Declaration or
Negative Declaration with a Significant Impact on an Identified Tribal Cultural Resource: An Environmental
Impact Report may not be certified, nor may a mitigated negative declaration or a negative declaration be
adopted unless one of the following occurs:
a. The consultation process between the tribes and the lead agency has occurred as provided in Public
Resources Code §21080.3.1 and §21080.3.2 and concluded pursuant to Public Resources Code
§21080.3.2.
b. The tribe that requested consultation failed to provide comments to the lead agency or otherwise
failed to engage in the consultation process.
c. Thelead agency provided notice of the project to the tribe in compliance with Public Resources
Code §21080.3.1 (d) and the tribe failed to request consultation within 30 days. (Pub. Resources Code
§21082.3 (d)).

The NAHC's PowerPoint presentation titled, “Tribal Consultation Under AB 52: Requirements and Best Practices” may
be found online at: http://nahc.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/AB52TribalConsultation_CalEPAPDF.pdf
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SB 18

SB 18 applies to local governments and requires local governments to contact, provide nofice to, refer plans to, and
consult with tribes prior to the adoption or amendment of a general plan or a specific plan, or the designation of
open space. (Gov. Code §65352.3). Local governments should consult the Governor’s Office of Planning and
Research’s “Tribal Consultation Guidelines,” which can be found online at:

https://www.opr.ca.gov/docs/09 14 05 Updated Guidelines 922.pdf.

Some of SB 18’s provisions include:

1. Tribal Consultation: If alocal government considers a proposal to adopt or amend a general plan or a
specific plan, or to designate open space it is required to contact the appropriate tfribes identified by the NAHC
by requesting a “Tribal Consultation List.” If a tribe, once contacted, requests consultation the local government
must consult with the fribe on the plan proposal. A tribe has 90 days from the date of receipt of nofification to
request consultation unless a shorter timeframe has been agreed to by the tribe. (Gov. Code §65352.3
(@)(2)).
2. No Statutory Time Limit on SB 18 Tribal Consultation. There is no statutory time limit on SB 18 fribal consultation.
3. Confidentiality: Consistent with the guidelines developed and adopted by the Office of Planning and
Research pursuant to Gov. Code §65040.2, the city or county shall protect the confidentiality of the information
concerning the specific identity, location, character, and use of places, features and objects described in Public
Resources Code §5097.9 and §5097.993 that are within the city's or county’s jurisdiction. (Gov. Code §65352.3
(b)).
4. Conclusion of SB 18 Tribal Consultation: Consultation should be concluded at the point in which:
a. The parties to the consultation come to a mutual agreement concerning the appropriate measures
for preservation or mitigation; or
b. Either the local government or the tribe, acting in good faith and after reasonable effort, concludes
that mutual agreement cannot be reached concerning the appropriate measures of preservation or
mitigation. (Tribal Consultation Guidelines, Governor's Office of Planning and Research (2005) at p. 18).

Agencies should be aware that neither AB 52 nor SB 18 precludes agencies from initiating fribal consultation with
tribes that are tfraditionally and culturally affiliated with their jurisdictions before the timeframes provided in AB 52 and
SB 18. For that reason, we urge you to continue to request Native American Tribal Contact Lists and “Sacred Lands
File" searches from the NAHC. The request forms can be found online at: http://nahc.ca.gov/resources/forms/.

NAHC Recommendations for Cultural Resources Assessments

To adequately assess the existence and significance of tribal cultural resources and plan for avoidance, preservation

in place, or barring both, mitigation of project-related impacts to tfribal cultural resources, the NAHC recommends
the following actions:

1. Contact the appropriate regional California Historical Research Information System (CHRIS) Center
(https://ohp.parks.ca.gov/2page_id=30331) for an archaeological records search. The records search will
determine:

a. If part or all of the APE has been previously surveyed for cultural resources.

b. If any known cultural resources have already been recorded on or adjacent to the APE.

c. If the probability is low, moderate, or high that cultural resources are located in the APE.

d. If asurvey isrequired to determine whether previously unrecorded cultural resources are present.

2. If an archaeological inventory survey is required, the final stage is the preparation of a professional report
detailing the findings and recommendations of the records search and field survey.
a. The final report containing site forms, site significance, and mitigation measures should be submitted
immediately to the planning department. All information regarding site locations, Native American
human remains, and associated funerary objects should be in a separate confidential addendum and
not be made available for public disclosure.
b. The final written report should be submitted within 3 months after work has been completed fo the
appropriate regional CHRIS center.
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3. Contact the NAHC for:
a. A Sacred Lands File search. Remember that tribes do not always record their sacred sites in the
Sacred Lands File, nor are they required to do so. A Sacred Lands File search is not a substitute for
consultation with tribes that are fraditionally and culturally affiliated with the geographic area of the
project’s APE.
b. A Native American Tribal Consultation List of appropriate fribes for consultation concerning the
project site and to assist in planning for avoidance, preservation in place, or, failing both, mitigation
measures.

4. Remember that the lack of surface evidence of archaeological resources (including tribal cultural resources)
does not preclude their subsurface existence.
a. Lead agencies should include in their mitigation and monitoring reporting program plan provisions for
the identification and evaluation of inadvertently discovered archaeological resources per Cal. Code
Regs., fit. 14, §15064.5(f) (CEQA Guidelines §15064.5(f)). In areas of identified archaeological sensitivity, a
certified archaeologist and a culturally affiliated Native American with knowledge of cultural resources
should monitor all ground-disturbing activities.
b. Lead agencies should include in their mitigation and monitoring reporting program plans provisions
for the disposition of recovered cultural items that are not burial associated in consultation with culturally
aoffilioted Native Americans.
c. Lead agencies should include in their mitigation and monitoring reporting program plans provisions
for the freatment and disposition of inadvertently discovered Native American human remains. Health
and Safety Code §7050.5, Public Resources Code §5097.98, and Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, §15064.5,
subdivisions (d) and (e) (CEQA Guidelines §15064.5, subds. (d) and (e)) address the processes to be
followed in the event of an inadvertent discovery of any Native American human remains and
associated grave goods in a locatfion other than a dedicated cemetery.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact me at my email address: Pricilla.Torres-
Fuentes@NAHC.ca.gov.

Sincerely,

forcodle TorneaFicentia

Pricilla Torres-Fuentes
Cultural Resources Analyst

cc: State Clearinghouse
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Submitted to:
Greg Plucker, Senior Planner
County of Colusa Planning and Building Department

Colusa, CA 95667 - via email:

Submitted by:
Residents: Stephen Marsh, Karan Marsh

This letter is to document our opposition of the proposed Janus Solar Project at Spring Valley Rd (SVR)
and Walnut Rd in Williams, CA, County of Colusa. Following are where we see this proposal conflicts
with the existing Colusa County General Plan and general concerns:

Property Taxes

Please explain how/how often the following items will be taxable, i.e., one-time or for the life of the
operation? if Appreciabie?

Ownership - Will the project be on leased land or owned land?

BES

On-site Sub Station

Power Lines - To/from the road to the industrial complex. How will these lines be taxed?

Financing: Who pays for the construction and maintenance. The last Solar Panel proposal did not
address who (or what fund) will be used for the development.

Water: How many gallons of water will be used for the construction and operation? What type of
water, i.e., potable, grey, drinking? Where will water be sourced? What is water transport conditions
(how) and schedule (how often)? Explain

Fire: The local fire department should have a fire plan for dealing with solar facilities and the BES prior
to permit approval. This plan should include either a signed and enforceable mutual aid or automatic

aid. What extinguishing systems will be available on day 1, on site?

BES Battery Energy Storage (BES): Will the BES be a taxable AND appreciable structure? Will the BES he
sodium rather than lithium? Explain with evidence which is the safer element.

Power Lines: Will lines be on county property, or will they require an easement over private property?

Construction: Define the percentage of union project construction workers compared to verified
residents (who have resided in Coiusa County for over 12 consecutive months).

Road maintenance SPV and Walnut roads: Explain who pays for and who provides maintenance on
primary roads. During construction and throughout operations.



GOA!L 2.1: LAND USE Protection and conservation of existing communities and rural centers. ..
Will the land use permit grazing under the panels or not?

Policy 2.1.1.7 requires .. as adegquate roadway

, utilities, and other nublic service infrastructure hecome

<
VS
available and wildfire hazards are mitigated as required by an approved Fire Safe Plan.

8.

Should an emergency require evacuation from the proposed site, we anticipate increased
bottlenecks at SVR exit and Walnut Rd with such a proposal which will impact our SPV neighbors
negatively.
SPV is in the High Fire Hazard Severity Zone based on the CALFIRE maps. CALFIRE is in the middle
of updating the zones. Shouid a proposal be approved and if CaiFire’s risk changes, impacts
would likely be felt with canceled fire insurance policies, and or increased premiums.
The Williams fire station is not equipped to adequately respond to a major fire incident in such
proposed facilities. What fees from the applicant are to be provided for emergency services
training to respond to the site once needed?
How would a disaster at the facility impact its rural neighbors? There are no safeguards within
the proposal to safeguard its residential rural and suburban neighbors from potential disasters.
The proposal includes solar power; it is not evident PGE has permitted, approved or confirmed
their ability to absorb that generation of power?
The proposal recommends the use of a temporary in-ground septic system for their 150+ room
ransient facilities? We do not recall seeing such a “commercial” provision in the General Plan.
The Colusa County staff is not sufficiently staffed to accommodate the increased workload of
inspections and reviews of elder care, community housing and hotels, We work with Colusa and
understand they are understaffed without this proposal being approved.

The Proposal will likely increase traffic volume, speed and road rage incidents.

GOAL 2.3: NATURAL LANDSCAPE FEATURES Maintain the characteristic natura! landscape features
unique to each area of the County.

9.

GOAL 2.4: EXISTING COMMUNITY IDENTITY Maintain and enhance the character of existing rural and

urban communities, emphasizing both the natural setting and built design elements which contribute to
the quality of life, economic health, and community pride of County residents.

10.
11.

13.

We see the Proposal going against keeping rural as rural as established by this General Plan goal.
Residents have moved to this rural suburb for its peace and quiet, as our family did back in the

100Ns Darmitting aiirh an indiictrial farility Anfante tha riral fammiinite idantite
LIS, T Thiiiictiiin Suivii Gi iiiwsAaon: it FELENILY VT ITHLS LT Wi G Wi tirieiiiny iRy .

. We, and our neighbors will see an increase in light, dust and noise pollution and operation of

night events.

How long is construction planned? How many days per week, hours? Dust suppression?

So many unanswered questions from this proposal. Many thanks for your consideration and review of
our comments against this proposal.
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July 17, 2024

Greg Plucker

Community Development Director

Colusa County Community Development Department
1213 Market Street

Colusa, CA 95932

Subject:  JANUS SOLAR AND BATTERY STORAGE
NOTICE OF PREPARATION
SCH NO. 2024061043

Dear Greg Plucker:

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) received and reviewed the Notice
of Preparation (NOP) from Colusa County Community Development Department for the
Janus Solar and Battery Storage Project (Project) in Colusa County pursuant the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) statute and guidelines.!

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments and recommendations regarding those
activities involved in the Project that may affect California fish and wildlife. Likewise, we
appreciate the opportunity to provide comments regarding those aspects of the Project that
CDFW, by law, may need to exercise its own regulatory authority under the Fish and
Game Code.

CDFW ROLE

CDFW is California’s Trustee Agency for fish and wildlife resources, and holds those
resources in trust by statute for all the people of the State. (Fish & G. Code, 88 711.7,
subd. (a) & 1802; Pub. Resources Code, § 21070; CEQA Guidelines § 15386, subd. (a).)
CDFW, in its trustee capacity, has jurisdiction over the conservation, protection, and
management of fish, wildlife, native plants, and habitat necessary for biologically
sustainable populations of those species. (Id., § 1802.) Similarly for purposes of CEQA,
CDFW provides, as available, biological expertise during public agency environmental
review efforts, focusing specifically on Projects and related activities that have the potential
to adversely affect fish and wildlife resources.

CDFW may also act as a Responsible Agency under CEQA. (Pub. Resources Code, 8§
21069; CEQA Guidelines, § 15381.) The Project may be subject to CDFW’s lake and
streambed alteration regulatory authority. (Fish & G. Code, 8§ 1600 et seq.) Likewise, to the

1 CEQA is codified in the California Public Resources Code in section 21000 et seq. The “CEQA Guidelines”
are found in Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations, commencing with section 15000.
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extent implementation of the Project as proposed may result in “take” as defined by State
law of any species protected under the California Endangered Species Act (CESA) (Fish &
G. Code, § 2050 et seq.), related authorization as provided by the Fish and Game Code
will be required. CDFW also administers the Native Plant Protection Act, Natural
Community Conservation Program, and other provisions of the Fish and Game Code that
afford protection to California’s fish and wildlife resources.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION SUMMARY

The Project site is located on private property in an area of Colusa County primarily used
for cattle grazing. From the Project site, the nearest community is Williams, approximately
6.5 miles to the northeast. The Project site includes two parcels with Assessor’s Parcel
Numbers 018-050-005-000 and 018-050-006-000, which are 630.5 and 255.7 acres,
respectively, totaling 886.2 acres. The Project will utilize approximately 666 acres of the
approximately 886-acre Project site. The project would generate and store up to 80
megawatts of alternating current, for the purpose of delivering renewable electricity to the
grid.

The solar Photovoltaic (PV) power generation facilities would include solar arrays and
inverter blocks. The PV modules would be mounted together in arrays on a modular
tracking system such that the angle of the panels would change throughout the day. Each
tracking assembly would consist of galvanized steel posts on which frames, ranging
between 6 and 10 feet above grade, depending on the topography, would be placed. An
electrical collection system would be installed underground in branch circuits to connect
the electrical output of the energy facility to the on-site substation. The Project would
include an on-site sub