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	Print Form 
	Notice of Exemption Appendix E 
	Notice of Exemption Appendix E 
	To: 
	To: 
	To: 
	Office of Planning and Research 
	CAL FIRE  From: (Public Agency): ____________________________ 

	TR
	P.O. Box 3044, Room 113
	c/o Orange County Fire Authority 

	TR
	Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 
	_______________________________________________ 1 Fire Authority Road, Irvine, CA 92602 

	TR
	 County Clerk 
	_______________________________________________ 

	TR
	OrangeCounty of:  __________________ 
	(Address) 

	TR
	601 North Ross Street 

	TR
	___________________________ 

	TR
	Santa Ana, CA 92701 

	TR
	___________________________ 


	Addendum to Fire Adapted Portola Hills Project 5GA22224 
	Project Title: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
	California Sustainability Group, Inc. 
	Project Applicant: ________________________________________________________________________ 
	Project Location - Specific: 
	The project site is located in the Portola Hills neighborhood of the City of Lake Forest, O 
	Lake Forest Orange 
	Project Location - City: ______________________ Project Location - County: _____________________ 
	Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project: 
	Four local Homeowners Associations in the Portola Hills Neighborhood in Lake Forest, California, including Canyon View Condominiums, Portola Hills II, Montecido at Portola Hills, and Bella Palermo, propose to remove existing ornamental landscaping throughout the neighborhood for fire remediation purposes. The grant's primary objective is to eliminate hazardous fuel from approximately 8.17 acres, or 355,502.6 square feet, on the interior slopes within 100 feet of structures to reduce the fuel load in these f
	Orange County Fire Authority 
	Name of Public Agency Approving Project: _____________________________________________________ 
	Bethany Ross 
	Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: ________________________________________________ 
	Exempt Status:  (check one): 
	Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268); 
	Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a)); 
	Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c)); 
	Class 4, Sec 15304 
	Categorical Exemption. State type and section number: ____________________________________ Statutory Exemptions. State code number: ______________________________________________ 
	Reasons why project is exempt: 
	The proposed fuel reduction project is consistent with CEQA Guidelines Categorical Exemption Class 4 in that the project will not take threatened, endangered, or rare species or cause sedimentation into surface waters. The project consists of manipulated and exotic-dominated land cover types and is composed almost entirely of non-native weeds and ornamental/landscaped vegetation that are unlikely to support any threatened, endangered, or rare species. There are no state or federal jurisdictional areas and n
	Lead Agency 
	Scott Hatch (714) 573-6178 
	Contact Person: ____________________________ Area Code/Telephone/Extension: _______________ 
	If filed by applicant: 
	 Attach certified document of exemption finding. 
	Signature:  Has a Notice of ____________________________    Notice of Exemption been filed by __________________________     ■ 
	■ No 
	the public agency approving the project? Yes 

	June 6, 2024 CEO
	Date: ______________ Title: _______________________ 
	Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. Date Received for filing at OPR: _______________ Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code. 
	Revised 2011 
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure

	M E M O R A N D U M 
	M E M O R A N D U M 
	To: Orange County Clerk-Recorder, 601 North Ross Street, Santa Ana, CA 92701 
	Subject: Filing of Notice of Exemption in compliance with Section 15062 of Title 14 California Code of Regulations 
	Project Title: Fire Adapted Portola Hills Project 
	Project Location: The project site is located in the Portola Hills neighborhood of the City of Lake Forest, Orange County, California. 
	Name of Public Agency Approving Project: CAL FIRE 
	Name of Public Agency Approving Project: CAL FIRE 
	Exempt Status: CEQA Guidelines Section 15304 (Class 4) – Minor Alterations to Land 

	Reasons Why Project is Exempt: 
	Reasons Why Project is Exempt: 
	The proposed fuel reduction project is consistent with CEQA Guidelines Categorical Exemption Class 4 in that the project will not take threatened, endangered, or rare species or cause sedimentation into surface waters. The project consists of manipulated and exotic-dominated land cover types and is composed almost entirely of non-native weeds and ornamental/landscaped vegetation that is unlikely to support any threatened, endangered, or rare species. There are no state or federal jurisdictional areas and no

	Summary: 
	Summary: 
	On behalf of CAL FIRE, the California Sustainability Group, Inc. plans to conduct removal of non-native, landscaped vegetation in the City of Lake Forest for fire remediation purposes through licensed subcontractors. 

	Description: 
	Description: 
	The Fire Adapted Portola Hills project, also known as the Portola Hills Neighborhood Fire Safe Project, will focus on bringing interior and exterior slopes into compliance with CAL FIRE and Orange County Fire Authority (OCFA) standards for defensible space, concentrating on the removal of hazard fuels and the creation of vertical and horizontal spacing necessary to protect six inter-connected communities in the LRA Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone. 
	Located in Trabuco Canyon and part of the City of Lake Forest, these communities have joined forces and partnered with neighboring landowners to protect the 2,192 homes within Portola Hills. The communities collaborating to build community resilience are Portola Hills II, Canyon Rim in Portola Hills, Bella Palermo, Montecido at Portola Hills, Canyon View Homeowners Associations and Portola Hills I. The neighborhoods were built in the 1980s and are located in the Wildland Urban Interface (WUI). The community
	Located in Trabuco Canyon and part of the City of Lake Forest, these communities have joined forces and partnered with neighboring landowners to protect the 2,192 homes within Portola Hills. The communities collaborating to build community resilience are Portola Hills II, Canyon Rim in Portola Hills, Bella Palermo, Montecido at Portola Hills, Canyon View Homeowners Associations and Portola Hills I. The neighborhoods were built in the 1980s and are located in the Wildland Urban Interface (WUI). The community
	Wilderness (county) Park to the West. In addition to protecting homes, the communities are seeking to protect continuity of government services provided by Portola Hills Elementary (Saddleback Valley Unified School District) and Orange County Fire Authority Station 42, both located in Portola Hills. 

	Figure
	Access to these communities is limited to two main roads in and out of the canyon, Glenn Ranch Road and El Toro Road. Three significant fires have started within 5 miles of the project within the past five years, destroying 24,076 acres between the three fires. The Holy Fire in 2018 burned 4,000 acres and originated 4.14 miles from the project. The Silverado Fire in October 2020 burned 13,390 acres up to Foothill Ranch, a neighboring community, and originated approximately 4.14 miles away. In December of 20
	The communities are proactive in efforts to reduce fire risk on their slopes and are working closely with the OCFA. Based on OCFA recommendations, they have been removing aged and overgrown Acacia redolens from exterior slopes since the Santiago Fire. The perimeter slopes are part of a fuel modification program established during the development of the community. Although originally approved, the acacia continues to age, creating a woody undergrowth, and within the next two years, they will no longer be com
	In 2016, OCFA advised Portola Hills II to start removing acacia from the interior slopes to create defensible space for homes. In 2020, OCFA formally required a removal plan which is currently in progress. The grant scope will be an accelerated continuation of this OCFA work plan, removing 22 acres of hazardous fuel. 
	The work in this project eliminates the hazardous material within 100 feet of the homes, creates shaded fuel breaks between the structures, and provides roadside hardening for evacuation purposes. The acacia at its current height is within four feet of many tree canopies located on interior slopes creating a fuel ladder. The removal of hazardous fuel in this project will be predominantly done via hand work due to limited access for the majority of the slopes. Hand clearing allows for more control, causing l
	As described in the attached Biological Resources Baseline Study, the project consists of manipulated and exotic-dominated land cover types and is composed almost entirely of non-native weeds and ornamental/landscaped vegetation that is unlikely to support any threatened, endangered, or rare species. There are no state or federal jurisdictional areas and no surface waters, and therefore the project will not result in erosion or sedimentation into surface waters. 
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	Selected Elements by Scientific Name California Department of Fish and Wildlife� California Natural Diversity Database 
	Figure
	Query Criteria: 
	Query Criteria: 
	Query Criteria: 
	Quad<span style='color:Red'> IS </span>(El Toro (3311766)<span style='color:Red'> OR </span>Santiago Peak (3311765))<br /><span style='color:Red'> AND </span>Taxonomic Group<span style='color:Red'> IS </span>(Fish<span style='color:Red'> OR </span>Amphibians<span style='color:Red'> OR </span>Reptiles<span style='color:Red'> OR </span>Birds<span style='color:Red'> OR </span>Mammals<span style='color:Red'> OR </span>Mollusks<span style='color:Red'> OR </span>Arachnids<span style='color:Red'> OR </span>Crustac

	TR
	Rare Plant 

	Species 
	Species 
	Element Code 
	Federal Status 
	State Status 
	Global Rank 
	State Rank 
	Rank/CDFWSSC or FP 


	Accipiter cooperii 
	Accipiter cooperii 
	Accipiter cooperii 
	ABNKC12040 
	None 
	None 
	G5 
	S4 
	WL 

	Cooper's hawk 
	Cooper's hawk 

	Agelaius tricolor 
	Agelaius tricolor 
	ABPBXB0020 
	None 
	Threatened 
	G1G2 
	S2 
	SSC 

	tricolored blackbird 
	tricolored blackbird 

	Aimophila ruficeps canescens 
	Aimophila ruficeps canescens 
	ABPBX91091 
	None 
	None 
	G5T3 
	S4 
	WL 

	southern California rufous-crowned sparrow 
	southern California rufous-crowned sparrow 

	Ammodramus savannarum 
	Ammodramus savannarum 
	ABPBXA0020 
	None 
	None 
	G5 
	S3 
	SSC 

	grasshopper sparrow 
	grasshopper sparrow 

	Anaxyrus californicus 
	Anaxyrus californicus 
	AAABB01230 
	Endangered 
	None 
	G2G3 
	S2 
	SSC 

	arroyo toad 
	arroyo toad 

	Anniella stebbinsi 
	Anniella stebbinsi 
	ARACC01060 
	None 
	None 
	G3 
	S3 
	SSC 

	Southern California legless lizard 
	Southern California legless lizard 

	Antrozous pallidus 
	Antrozous pallidus 
	AMACC10010 
	None 
	None 
	G4 
	S3 
	SSC 

	pallid bat 
	pallid bat 

	Arizona elegans occidentalis 
	Arizona elegans occidentalis 
	ARADB01017 
	None 
	None 
	G5T2 
	S2 
	SSC 

	California glossy snake 
	California glossy snake 

	Aspidoscelis hyperythra 
	Aspidoscelis hyperythra 
	ARACJ02060 
	None 
	None 
	G5 
	S2S3 
	WL 

	orange-throated whiptail 
	orange-throated whiptail 

	Aspidoscelis tigris stejnegeri 
	Aspidoscelis tigris stejnegeri 
	ARACJ02143 
	None 
	None 
	G5T5 
	S3 
	SSC 

	coastal whiptail 
	coastal whiptail 

	Athene cunicularia 
	Athene cunicularia 
	ABNSB10010 
	None 
	None 
	G4 
	S2 
	SSC 

	burrowing owl 
	burrowing owl 

	Bombus crotchii 
	Bombus crotchii 
	IIHYM24480 
	None 
	Candidate 
	G2 
	S2 

	Crotch bumble bee 
	Crotch bumble bee 
	Endangered 

	Bombus pensylvanicus 
	Bombus pensylvanicus 
	IIHYM24260 
	None 
	None 
	G3G4 
	S2 

	American bumble bee 
	American bumble bee 

	Buteo regalis 
	Buteo regalis 
	ABNKC19120 
	None 
	None 
	G4 
	S3S4 
	WL 

	ferruginous hawk 
	ferruginous hawk 

	Campylorhynchus brunneicapillus sandiegensis 
	Campylorhynchus brunneicapillus sandiegensis 
	ABPBG02095 
	None 
	None 
	G5T3Q 
	S2 
	SSC 

	coastal cactus wren 
	coastal cactus wren 

	Chaetodipus fallax fallax 
	Chaetodipus fallax fallax 
	AMAFD05031 
	None 
	None 
	G5T3T4 
	S3S4 

	northwestern San Diego pocket mouse 
	northwestern San Diego pocket mouse 

	Circus hudsonius 
	Circus hudsonius 
	ABNKC11011 
	None 
	None 
	G5 
	S3 
	SSC 

	northern harrier 
	northern harrier 

	Crotalus ruber 
	Crotalus ruber 
	ARADE02090 
	None 
	None 
	G4 
	S3 
	SSC 

	red-diamond rattlesnake 
	red-diamond rattlesnake 
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	Figure
	Selected Elements by Scientific Name California Department of Fish and Wildlife� California Natural Diversity Database 
	Figure
	Rare Plant Rank/CDFWSpecies Element Code Federal Status State Status Global Rank State Rank SSC or FP 
	Elanus leucurus 
	Elanus leucurus 
	Elanus leucurus 
	ABNKC06010 
	None 
	None 
	G5 
	S3S4 
	FP 

	white-tailed kite 
	white-tailed kite 

	Emys marmorata western pond turtle 
	Emys marmorata western pond turtle 
	ARAAD02030 
	Proposed Threatened 
	None 
	G3G4 
	S3 
	SSC 

	Eremophila alpestris actia California horned lark 
	Eremophila alpestris actia California horned lark 
	ABPAT02011 
	None 
	None 
	G5T4Q 
	S4 
	WL 

	Eumops perotis californicus western mastiff bat 
	Eumops perotis californicus western mastiff bat 
	AMACD02011 
	None 
	None 
	G4G5T4 
	S3S4 
	SSC 

	Gila orcuttii 
	Gila orcuttii 
	AFCJB13120 
	None 
	None 
	G2 
	S2 
	SSC 

	arroyo chub 
	arroyo chub 

	Icteria virens 
	Icteria virens 
	ABPBX24010 
	None 
	None 
	G5 
	S4 
	SSC 

	yellow-breasted chat 
	yellow-breasted chat 

	Neotoma lepida intermedia San Diego desert woodrat 
	Neotoma lepida intermedia San Diego desert woodrat 
	AMAFF08041 
	None 
	None 
	G5T3T4 
	S3S4 
	SSC 

	Oncorhynchus mykiss irideus pop. 10 steelhead - southern California DPS 
	Oncorhynchus mykiss irideus pop. 10 steelhead - southern California DPS 
	AFCHA0209J 
	Endangered 
	Candidate Endangered 
	G5T1Q 
	S1 

	Onychomys torridus ramona southern grasshopper mouse 
	Onychomys torridus ramona southern grasshopper mouse 
	AMAFF06022 
	None 
	None 
	G5T3 
	S3 
	SSC 

	Phrynosoma blainvillii coast horned lizard 
	Phrynosoma blainvillii coast horned lizard 
	ARACF12100 
	None 
	None 
	G4 
	S4 
	SSC 

	Polioptila californica californica coastal California gnatcatcher 
	Polioptila californica californica coastal California gnatcatcher 
	ABPBJ08081 
	Threatened 
	None 
	G4G5T3Q 
	S2 
	SSC 

	Rhinichthys osculus ssp. 8 Santa Ana speckled dace 
	Rhinichthys osculus ssp. 8 Santa Ana speckled dace 
	AFCJB3705K 
	None 
	None 
	G5T1 
	S1 
	SSC 

	Salvadora hexalepis virgultea coast patch-nosed snake 
	Salvadora hexalepis virgultea coast patch-nosed snake 
	ARADB30033 
	None 
	None 
	G5T4 
	S3 
	SSC 

	Setophaga petechia yellow warbler 
	Setophaga petechia yellow warbler 
	ABPBX03010 
	None 
	None 
	G5 
	S3 
	SSC 

	Spea hammondii western spadefoot 
	Spea hammondii western spadefoot 
	AAABF02020 
	Proposed Threatened 
	None 
	G2G3 
	S3S4 
	SSC 

	Streptocephalus woottoni Riverside fairy shrimp 
	Streptocephalus woottoni Riverside fairy shrimp 
	ICBRA07010 
	Endangered 
	None 
	G1G2 
	S2 

	Taricha torosa 
	Taricha torosa 
	AAAAF02032 
	None 
	None 
	G4 
	S4 
	SSC 

	Coast Range newt 
	Coast Range newt 

	Thamnophis hammondii two-striped gartersnake 
	Thamnophis hammondii two-striped gartersnake 
	ARADB36160 
	None 
	None 
	G4 
	S3S4 
	SSC 

	Vireo bellii pusillus least Bell's vireo 
	Vireo bellii pusillus least Bell's vireo 
	ABPBW01114 
	Endangered 
	Endangered 
	G5T2 
	S3 

	TR
	Record Count: 37 
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	Figure
	Selected Elements by Scientific Name California Department of Fish and Wildlife� California Natural Diversity Database 
	Figure
	Query Criteria: Quad<span style='color:Red'> IS </span>(El Toro (3311766)<span style='color:Red'> OR </span>Santiago Peak (3311765))<br /><span style='color:Red'> AND </span>Taxonomic Group<span style='color:Red'> IS </span>(Ferns<span style='color:Red'> OR </span>Gymnosperms<span style='color:Red'> OR </span>Monocots<span style='color:Red'> OR </span>Dicots<span style='color:Red'> OR </span>Lichens<span style='color:Red'> OR </span>Bryophytes) 
	Rare Plant Rank/CDFW
	Species Element Code Federal Status State Status Global Rank State Rank SSC or FP 
	Astragalus brauntonii 
	Astragalus brauntonii 
	Astragalus brauntonii 
	PDFAB0F1G0 
	Endangered 
	None 
	G2 
	S2 
	1B.1 

	Braunton's milk-vetch 
	Braunton's milk-vetch 

	Brodiaea filifolia 
	Brodiaea filifolia 
	PMLIL0C050 
	Threatened 
	Endangered 
	G2 
	S2 
	1B.1 

	thread-leaved brodiaea 
	thread-leaved brodiaea 

	Calochortus weedii var. intermedius 
	Calochortus weedii var. intermedius 
	PMLIL0D1J1 
	None 
	None 
	G3G4T3 
	S3 
	1B.2 

	intermediate mariposa-lily 
	intermediate mariposa-lily 

	Clinopodium chandleri 
	Clinopodium chandleri 
	PDLAM08030 
	None 
	None 
	G2G3 
	S2 
	1B.2 

	San Miguel savory 
	San Miguel savory 

	Comarostaphylis diversifolia ssp. diversifolia 
	Comarostaphylis diversifolia ssp. diversifolia 
	PDERI0B011 
	None 
	None 
	G3T2 
	S2 
	1B.2 

	summer holly 
	summer holly 

	Dudleya multicaulis 
	Dudleya multicaulis 
	PDCRA040H0 
	None 
	None 
	G2 
	S2 
	1B.2 

	many-stemmed dudleya 
	many-stemmed dudleya 

	Hesperocyparis forbesii 
	Hesperocyparis forbesii 
	PGCUP040C0 
	None 
	None 
	G2 
	S2 
	1B.1 

	Tecate cypress 
	Tecate cypress 

	Lepechinia cardiophylla 
	Lepechinia cardiophylla 
	PDLAM0V020 
	None 
	None 
	G3 
	S2S3 
	1B.2 

	heart-leaved pitcher sage 
	heart-leaved pitcher sage 

	Lepidium virginicum var. robinsonii 
	Lepidium virginicum var. robinsonii 
	PDBRA1M114 
	None 
	None 
	G5T3 
	S3 
	4.3 

	Robinson's pepper-grass 
	Robinson's pepper-grass 

	Monardella hypoleuca ssp. intermedia 
	Monardella hypoleuca ssp. intermedia 
	PDLAM180A4 
	None 
	None 
	G4T2? 
	S2? 
	1B.3 

	intermediate monardella 
	intermediate monardella 

	Monardella macrantha ssp. hallii 
	Monardella macrantha ssp. hallii 
	PDLAM180E1 
	None 
	None 
	G5T3 
	S3 
	1B.3 

	Hall's monardella 
	Hall's monardella 

	Nama stenocarpa 
	Nama stenocarpa 
	PDHYD0A0H0 
	None 
	None 
	G4G5 
	S1S2 
	2B.2 

	mud nama 
	mud nama 

	Nolina cismontana 
	Nolina cismontana 
	PMAGA080E0 
	None 
	None 
	G3 
	S3 
	1B.2 

	chaparral nolina 
	chaparral nolina 

	Pentachaeta aurea ssp. allenii 
	Pentachaeta aurea ssp. allenii 
	PDAST6X021 
	None 
	None 
	G4T1 
	S1 
	1B.1 

	Allen's pentachaeta 
	Allen's pentachaeta 

	Phacelia keckii 
	Phacelia keckii 
	PDHYD0C4G1 
	None 
	None 
	G1 
	S1 
	1B.3 

	Santiago Peak phacelia 
	Santiago Peak phacelia 

	Senecio aphanactis 
	Senecio aphanactis 
	PDAST8H060 
	None 
	None 
	G3 
	S2 
	2B.2 

	chaparral ragwort 
	chaparral ragwort 

	Sidalcea neomexicana 
	Sidalcea neomexicana 
	PDMAL110J0 
	None 
	None 
	G4 
	S2 
	2B.2 

	salt spring checkerbloom 
	salt spring checkerbloom 

	TR
	Record Count: 17 
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	Figure
	Selected Elements by Scientific Name California Department of Fish and Wildlife� California Natural Diversity Database 
	Figure
	Query Criteria: 
	Query Criteria: 
	Query Criteria: 
	Quad<span style='color:Red'> IS </span>(El Toro (3311766)<span style='color:Red'> OR </span>Santiago Peak (3311765))<br /><span style='color:Red'> AND </span>Taxonomic Group<span style='color:Red'> IS </span>(Dune<span style='color:Red'> OR </span>Scrub<span style='color:Red'> OR </span>Herbaceous<span style='color:Red'> OR </span>Marsh<span style='color:Red'> OR </span>Riparian<span style='color:Red'> OR </span>Woodland<span style='color:Red'> OR </span>Forest<span style='color:Red'> OR </span>Alpine<span 

	TR
	Rare Plant 

	Species 
	Species 
	Element Code 
	Federal Status 
	State Status 
	Global Rank 
	State Rank 
	Rank/CDFWSSC or FP 


	Canyon Live Oak Ravine Forest 
	Canyon Live Oak Ravine Forest 
	Canyon Live Oak Ravine Forest 
	CTT61350CA 
	None 
	None 
	G3 
	S3.3 

	Canyon Live Oak Ravine Forest 
	Canyon Live Oak Ravine Forest 

	Southern Coast Live Oak Riparian Forest 
	Southern Coast Live Oak Riparian Forest 
	CTT61310CA 
	None 
	None 
	G4 
	S4 

	Southern Coast Live Oak Riparian Forest 
	Southern Coast Live Oak Riparian Forest 

	Southern Cottonwood Willow Riparian Forest 
	Southern Cottonwood Willow Riparian Forest 
	CTT61330CA 
	None 
	None 
	G3 
	S3.2 

	Southern Cottonwood Willow Riparian Forest 
	Southern Cottonwood Willow Riparian Forest 

	Southern Riparian Scrub 
	Southern Riparian Scrub 
	CTT63300CA 
	None 
	None 
	G3 
	S3.2 

	Southern Riparian Scrub 
	Southern Riparian Scrub 

	Southern Sycamore Alder Riparian Woodland 
	Southern Sycamore Alder Riparian Woodland 
	CTT62400CA 
	None 
	None 
	G4 
	S4 

	Southern Sycamore Alder Riparian Woodland 
	Southern Sycamore Alder Riparian Woodland 

	Valley Needlegrass Grassland 
	Valley Needlegrass Grassland 
	CTT42110CA 
	None 
	None 
	G3 
	S3.1 

	Valley Needlegrass Grassland 
	Valley Needlegrass Grassland 
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	Record Count: 6 
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