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Comment Card 

Olive Park Apartments Project - Scoping Comments for Environmental Impact Report 

City of Oceanside 

Please provide comments related to the proposed project and environmental issues that should be analyzed in the 

Environmental Impact Report. Comments will be accepted until 5:00 p.m. on Monday May 20, 2024. Please submit 

written comments to Shannon Vitale at Svitale@oceansideca.org 
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Comment Card 

Olive Park Apartments Project - Scoping Comments for Environmental Impact 
Report 

City of Oceanside 

Please provide comments related to the proposed project and environmental issues that should be analyzed in the 

Environmental Impact Report. Comments will be accepted until 5:00 p.m. on Monday May 20, 2024. Please submit 
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Environmental Impact Report. Comments will be accepted until 5:00 p.m. on Monday May 20, 2024. Please submit 
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	CDFW also administers the Natural Community Conservation Planning (NCCP) program, a California regional habitat conservation planning program. The City of Oceanside has participated in the NCCP program by preparing a draft Subarea Plan (SAP) under the...
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	COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
	Specific Comments
	1) CESA. There may be least Bell’s vireo, a CESA-listed species, on site. CDFW considers adverse impacts to a species protected by CESA to be significant without mitigation under CEQA. As to CESA, take of any endangered, threatened, candidate species,...
	Given that least Bell’s vireo is also a federally listed species, a consistency determination with a USFWS Biological Opinion may be possible. For CDFW to determine that a Biological Opinion is consistent with CESA, it is imperative that CDFW is engag...
	2) USFWS Consultation. CDFW strongly recommends that the City consult with the USFWS regarding impacts to coastal California gnatcatcher and gnatcatcher habitat.
	3) Conservation Easement. The NOP states that 32.67 acres of the Project site will remain as natural open space and will be placed under a conservation easement. CDFW requests that we be included as third-party beneficiary to this conservation easement.
	4) NCCP. CDFW understands that the City Council has voted not to adopt the SAP and that they are working on their General Plan Update, which will include provisions from the SAP; however, we recommend following the guidelines set forth in the SAP unti...
	5) Lake and Streambed Alteration. The Project is directly adjacent to Loma Alta Creek, and it is unclear if there will be any impacts to the creek. CDFW has regulatory authority over activities in streams that will divert or obstruct the natural flow,...
	6) Biological Baseline Assessment. An adequate biological resources assessment should provide a complete assessment and impact analysis of the flora and fauna within and adjacent to the Project site and where the Project may result in ground disturban...
	a. Information on the regional setting that is critical to an assessment of environmental impacts, with special emphasis on resources that are rare or unique to the region (CEQA Guidelines, § 15125(c)). The DEIR should include measures to fully avoid ...
	b. A thorough, recent, floristic-based assessment of special status plants and natural communities following CDFW's Protocols for Surveying and Evaluating Impacts to Special Status Native Plant Populations and Sensitive Natural Communities (California...
	c. Floristic alliance- and/or association-based mapping and vegetation impact assessments conducted in the Project site and within adjacent areas. The Manual of California Vegetation, second edition, (Sawyer, Keeler-Wolf, & Evens, 2009) should also be...
	d. A complete and recent assessment of the biological resources associated with each habitat type in the Project site and within adjacent areas. CDFW’s California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB) should be accessed to obtain current information on a...
	e. A complete, recent, assessment of endangered, rare, or threatened species and other sensitive species within the Project site and adjacent areas, including SSC and California Fully Protected Species (Fish & G. Code, §§ 3511, 4700, 5050, and 5515). ...
	f. A recent wildlife and rare plant survey. A lack of records in the CNDDB does not mean that rare, threatened, or endangered plants and wildlife do not occur. Field verification for the presence or absence of sensitive species is necessary to provide...

	General Comments
	1) Disclosure. The DEIR should provide an adequate, complete, and detailed disclosure about the effect which a proposed project is likely to have on the environment (Pub. Resources Code, § 20161; CEQA Guidelines, § 15151). Adequate disclosure is neces...
	2) Project Description and Alternatives. To enable adequate review and comment on the proposed Project from the standpoint of the protection of fish, wildlife, and plants, CDFW recommends the following information be included in the DEIR:
	a. A complete discussion of the purpose and need for, and description of the proposed Project;
	b. A range of feasible alternatives to the Project location to avoid or otherwise minimize direct and indirect impacts on sensitive biological resources and wildlife movement areas. CDFW recommends the City select Project designs and alternatives that...
	5) Mitigation Measures. Public agencies have a duty under CEQA to prevent significant, avoidable damage to the environment by requiring changes in a project through the use of feasible alternatives or mitigation measures (CEQA Guidelines, §§ 15002(a)(...
	a. Level of Detail. Mitigation measures must be feasible, effective, implementable, and fully enforceable/imposed by the lead agency through permit conditions, agreements, or other legally binding instruments (Pub. Resources Code, § 21081.6(b); CEQA G...
	b. Disclosure of Impacts. If a proposed mitigation measure would cause one or more significant effects, in addition to impacts caused by the proposed Project, the DEIR should include a discussion of the effects of proposed mitigation measures (CEQA Gu...
	6) Compensatory Mitigation. The DEIR should include compensatory mitigation measures for the Project’s significant direct and indirect impacts to sensitive and special status plants, animals, and habitats. Mitigation measures should emphasize avoidanc...
	7) Long-term Management of Mitigation Lands. For proposed preservation and/or restoration, the DEIR should include measures to protect the targeted habitat values in perpetuity. The mitigation should offset Project-induced qualitative and quantitative...
	8) Translocation/Salvage of Plants and Animal Species. Translocation and transplantation is the process of removing plants and wildlife from one location and permanently moving it to a new location. CDFW generally does not support the use of transloca...
	9) Scientific Collecting Permit. A scientific collecting permit would be necessary if there is a plan to capture and relocate wildlife. Pursuant to the California Code of Regulations, title 14, section 650, qualified biologist(s) must obtain appropria...
	10) Wetland Resources. CDFW, as described in Fish and Game Code section 703(a), is guided by the Fish and Game Commission’s (Commission) policies. Through its Wetlands Resources policy, the Commission “…seek[s] to provide for the protection, preservat...
	a. The Wetlands Resources policy provides a framework for maintaining wetland resources and establishes mitigation guidance. CDFW encourages avoidance of wetland resources as a primary mitigation measure and discourages the development or type convers...
	b. The Fish and Game Commission’s Water policy guides CDFW on the quantity and quality of the waters of this State that should be apportioned and maintained respectively so as to produce and sustain maximum numbers of fish and wildlife; to provide max...
	11) Use of Native Plants and Trees. CDFW recommends the City require the Project Applicant to provide a native plant palette for the Project. The Project’s landscaping plan should be disclosed and evaluated in the DEIR for potential impacts on biologi...
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