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SCH #: 2024040386 

Project Title: New Sixth Appellate District Courthouse Project 

Lead Agency: Judicial Council of California 

Contact Name: _K_im_B_o_b_ic _________________________________ _ 

Email: Kim.Bobic-T@jud.ca.gov Phone Number: 805-249-0911 -----------

Project Location: _S_u_n_n_yv_a_l_e ___________________ S_a_n_ta_C_la_r_a_C_o_u_n_ty _______ _ 
City County 

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences). 

The Judicial Council is proposing to construct a new Sixth Appellate District Courthouse (Project), at a state-owned 
asset located at 605 W. El Camino Real , Sunnyvale California 94087 (Site). The Project consists of the demolition of an 
existing building and the construction of a new courthouse with onsite parking for the Sixth Appellate District of the Court 
of Appeal in a more practical and accessible infill location. The Site is situated on W. El Camino Real between Mathilda 
Avenue and Pastoria Avenue. The Site was previously used by the Superior Court of Santa Clara County for trial court 
operations. The State of California, on behalf of the Judicial Council retains ownership of the Site. 

Site preparation would include the demolition of an existing 19,994 square foot one-story building with a partial 
basement as well as an unused shed structure currently within the parking lot. The Project would additionally involve 
demolition of approximately 19,760 SF of existing paving, full repaving of 4,580 SF of existing drive access road , 
resurfacing of 9,800 SF of existing parking area, and paving of 13,200 SF of new parking area to build a new courthouse 
within the 2.03-acre site. 

Identify the project's significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that 
would reduce or avoid that effect. 

The EIR describes the existing conditions and evaluates the potential environmental effects of the proposed new 
courthouse with a reasonable range of alternatives, including a no-project alternative. It addresses direct, reasonably 
foreseeable, indirect, cumulative, and growth-inducing effects. The EIR identifies feasible mitigation measures, if 
available, to reduce significant and potentially significant impacts. 

The following environmental topic areas evaluated in the EIR have been determined to have no impact or less-than 
significant impacts on the environment: agriculture and forestry resources; energy; mineral resources; population and 
housing; public services; recreation; utilities and service systems; and wildfire. Consistent with CEQA guidelines section 
15126.2, the EIR focuses on the following environmental topic areas where significant impacts on the environment may 
occur, and identifies feasible mitigation for those impacts, were necessary: aesthetics; air quality; biological resources; 
cultural resources; geology and soils; greenhouse gas; hazards and hazardous materials; hydrology and water quality; 
noise; transportation ; and tribal cultural resources. See the Draft EIR for details regarding the project's significant or 
potentially significant effects and proposed mitigation measures that would reduce or avoid impacts. 
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continued 

If applicable, describe any of the project's areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by 
agencies and the public. 

CEQA Guidelines Section 15123 suggests that an EIR include a summary of "areas of controversy known to the Lead 
Agency" and "[i]ssues to be resolved." Based on public comments and input received to date, areas of interest that are 
related to potential adverse physical environmental effects consist of: 

• tribal cultural resources impacts and Native American Tribal consultation; 
• use of VMT to identify transportation impacts per Senate Bill 7 43; 
• transportation impacts and mitigation measures that require the Judicial Council to pay a fare share of the cost for 
necessary improvements and consider implementing a Transportation Demand Management Program to reduce VMT 
and GHG emissions; 
• incorporating multi-modal transportation improvements as part of the project; and 
• hydrology and construction-related impacts. 

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project. 

The following agencies could be required to act as responsible agencies for the proposed Project: 

• Office of the State Fire Marshal - approvals to construct and occupy; 
• San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board - Clean Water Act (CWA) and National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES) General Construction Permit/Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP); 
• City of Sunnyvale Department of Public Works, Engineering Division - encroachment permits, if required; 
• City of Sunnyvale Department of Public Works, Engineering Division - water supply and sewer connection ; wastewater 
discharge permit; and 
• City of Sunnyvale Public Safety Department - fire department review of emergency access and fire flow. 


