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Response to Comments 
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Water Distribution System 
5/01/24 

 
Comments Received: 

1.    State Water Resources Control Board  

2.  Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) 

3.   California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) 

4.    California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) 
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1.   State Water Resources Control Board 
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1A 

1B 

Water Boards 

State Water Resources Control Board 

Mr. Tom Trott 
Twain Harte Community Services District 
22933 Twain Harte Drive 
Twain Harte. CA 95383 

Dear Mr. Tom Trott: 

DRAFT INITIAL STUDY I MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARTION (IS/MND) FOR 
TWAIN HARTE COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT (DISTRICT); SYSTEM 
IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT (PROJECT); TUOLUMNE COUNTY; STATE 
CLEARINGHOUSE NO. 2024030516 

We understand that the District is pursuing Drinking Water State Revolving Fund 
(DWSRF) financing for this Project. As a funding agency and a state agency with 
jurisdiction by law to preserve. enhance, and restore the quality of California's water 
resources, the State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) is providing 
the following water quality comments on the IS/MND circulating for the Project. 

The State Water Board, Division of Financial Assistance. is responsible for 
administering the DWSRF Program (Program). The primary purpose for the Program is D 
to implement the Safe Drinking Water Act and various state laws by providing financial 
assistance for drinking facilities improvements to provide clean potable drinking water. 
and thereby protect and promote health, safety and welfare of the inhabitants of the 
state. 

All applicants seeking funding must comply with the Californ ia Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA) and provide appropriate documents to the State Water Board so that it can 
fulfill its CEQA responsibilities, see CEQA Requirements. In addition, because the 
Program is partially funded by the United States Environmental Protection Agency 
additional federal environmental documentation (cross-cutters) may be required . For 
additional Program information. the complete environmental application package and 
instructions, please visit: 
Drinking Water State Revolv ing Fund Forms and Instructions. 

Following are specific comments on the District's draft IS/MND: 

• The IS/MND indicates "The California Department of Water Resources 
(DWR) will act as a CEQA Responsible Agency and NEPA Lead Agency· 
(PDF page 9). A State Agency does not act as a NEPA Lead Agency; but as 
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1B 

1C 

Mr. Tom Trott - 2 - April 1 0, 2024 

a requ irement of funding, may ensure federal regulations are met outside of 
the CEQA process. Please clarify this. 

• It appears like the Department of Water Resources may have been listed 
instead of the State Water Resources Control Board on PDF page 9. Please 
include the State Water Resources Control Board, Division of Financial 
Assistance as a possible responsible agency if fund ing may be obtained, 
instead of DWR (PDF page 9)- as appropriate, and/or in Table 2: ·o ther 
Public Agency Approvals or Reviews that May be Required" with revised sub­
headers (PDF page 17). 

Thank you for the opportunity to review the District's draft IS/MND. If you have any 
questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at (916) 449-5285, or by email at 
Lori.Schmitz@waterboards.ca.gov or contact Mrs. Bridget Binning at (916) 449-5641, or 
by email at Bridget.Binning@waterboards.ca.gov. 

Lori Schmitz 
Environmental Scientist 
Division of Financial Assistance 
Special Project Review Unit 
1001 I Street, 16th noor 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

cc: State ClearinghOuse 

Bridget Binning, Division of Financial Assistance 

D 
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Responses to State Water Resources Control Board 

1A Comment:   Introductory information relative to the role of the State Water Resources 
Control Board (DWR), the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF) grant program, 
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), and the USEPA Cross-Cutters 
addressing the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). 
 
1A Response:   
Information only, no response required. 

1B Comment:   The IS/MND identifies the California Department of Water Resources as 
both a CEQA and NEPA Lead Agency.    DWR will act as a CEQA Responsible Agency, 
but does not act as a NEPA Lead Agency, but rather ensures compliance with federal 
regulations outside of the CEQA Process (page 9).   Please clarify.   
 
1C Comment:  DWR was listed instead of the State Water Resources Control Board 
Division of Financial Assistance, if funding is obtained on page 9.  The State Water 
Resources Control Board Division of Finance Assistance should be listed instead of 
DWR as a potential Responsible Agency and in Table 2. 

1B and 1C Response: 

PDF Page 9 and Table 2 of the IS/MND are hereby amended as follows: 

 

  

1.2 PROJECT DESCRIPTION / PURPOSE AND NEED 

The Twain Harte Community Services District (THCSD) proposes to improve water system fire 
flow in the Pressure Zones 4 and 6 referred to as the Sherwood Distribution System in the 
community of Twain Harte, Tuolumne County, California (the Project) through pipeline 
replacement, upsizing, relocation into road ROWs and/or pipeline abandonment through 
existing residential lots and the Twain Harte Shopping Center as detailed in Figures 2-3. The 
Project includes 3,938± linear feet (!f) of new six -inch pipeline, and removal and replacement of 
7,836± linear feet of existing pipeline. The Project proposes using State Water Resources 
Control Board (SWRCB~ Revolving Funds (SRF). 

THCSD will act as the Lead Agency for the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). The 
GalifeH1ia Qe13aFIH1eAt ef \6.'a!er ReseYrees €01NR➔ State Water Resources Control Board, 
Division of Financial Assistance f,vill act as a CEQA Responsible Agency aAEI ~Ila~ beaEI Agem:y 
and ensure compliance with federal regulations outside of the CEQA process. 
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~ 
Table 2: Other Public Agency Approvals or Reviews that May be Required 

Permitting Agency Permit I 
Tuolumne County Road encroachment permit 
State Water Resources Control Board Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife 1600 Lake or Streambed Alteration Agreement (LSAA) 

l a/ 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Section 404 Clean Water Act Wetlands PermiVa/ 
State Water Resources Control Board Section 401 Clean Water Act Water Quality 

Certification /al 
State Water Resources Control Board CEQA Res11onsible Agenc¥ Ensure com1:1liance with 
Division of Financial Assistance federal r=ulations outside of the CEQA orocess 
All other annficable local, state and federal oermits reauired bv law. 

_J 
/al May be eliminated through project design (i.e., eliminating Expanded Project Alternative) 
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2. Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board Comment 
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2A 

Water Boards 

Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board 

11 April 2024 

Tom Trott 
Twain Harte Community Services District 
22912 Vantage Point Drive 
Twain Harte, CA 95383 
ttrott@twainnartecsd.com 

COMMENTS TO REQUEST FOR REVIEW FOR THE MITIGATED NEGATIVE 
DECLARATION, TWAIN HARTE COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT WATER 
SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT, SCH#2024030516, TUOLUMNE COUNTY 

Pursuant to the State Clearinghouse's 14 March 2024 request, the Central Valley 
Regional Water Quality Control Board (Central Valley Water Board) has reviewed the 
Request tor Review tor the Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Twain Harte 
Community Services District Water System Improvements Project, located in Tuolumne 
County. 

Our agency is delegated with the responsibility of protecting the quality of surface and 
groundwaters of the state; therefore our comments will address concerns surrounding 
those issues. 

I. Regulatory Setting 

Basin Plan 
The Central Valley Water Board is required to formulate and adopt Basin Plans for 
all areas with in the Central Valley region under Section 13240 of the Porter-Cologne 
Water Quality Control Act. Each Basin Plan must contain water quality objectives to 
ensure the reasonable protection of beneficial uses, as well as a program of 
implementation for achieving water quality objectives with the Basin Plans. Federal 
regulations require each state to adopt water quality standards to protect the public 
health or welfare, enhance the quality of water and serve the purposes of the Clean 
Water Act. In California, the beneficial uses, water quality objectives, and the 
Antidegradation Policy are the State's water quality standards . Water quality 
standards are also contained in the National Toxics Rule, 40 CFR Section 131.36, 
and the California Toxics Rule, 40 CFR Section 131.38. 

The Basin Plan is subject to modification as necessary, considering applicable laws, 
policies, technologies, water quality conditions and priorities. The original Basin 
Plans were adopted in 1975, and have been updated and revised period ically as 
required, using Basin Plan amendments . Once the Central Valley Water Board has 

M ARI< BRA1>F0Ao, CHAIR I PA1R1C1< PU1 uPA, Eso., ExEcunvF OFf1c£A 
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2A 

2B 

2C 

Twain Harte Community Services - 2 -
District Water System Improvements Project 
Tuolumne County 

11 April 2024 

adopted a Basin Plan amendment in noticed public hearings, it must be approved by 
the State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board), Office of 
Administrative Law (OAL) and in some ca ses, the United States Environmental 
Protection Agency (USEPA). Basin Plan amendments only become effective after 
they have been approved by the OAL and in some cases, the USEPA. Every three 
(3) years, a review of the Basin Plan is completed that assesses the appropriateness 
of existing standards and evaluates and p rioritizes Basin Planning issues. For more 
information on the Water Quality Control Plan tor the Sacramento and San Joaquin 
RiVer Basins, please visit our website : 
http://Www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalleytwater issues/basin plans/ 

Antidegradation Considerations 
All wastewater discharges must comply with the Antidegradation Policy (State Water 
Board Resolution 68-16) and the Antidegradation Implementation Policy contained in 
the Basin Plan. The Antidegradation Implementation Policy is available on page 74 
at: 
https:llwww.waterboards.ca.qovtcentralvalley/water issues/basin planstsacsjr 2018 
05.pdf 

In part it states: 

Any discharge of waste to high quality waters must apply best practicable treatment 
or control not only to prevent a condition of pollution or nuisance from occurring, but 
also to maintain the highest water quality possible consistent with the maximum 
benefit to the people of the State. 

This information must be presented as an analysis of the impacts and potential 
impacts of the discharge on water quality, as measured by background 
concentrations and applicable water quat;ty objectiVes. 

The antidegradation analysis is a mandatory element in the National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System and land discharge Waste Discharge Requirements 
(WDRs) permitting processes. The enviro nmental review document should evaluate 
potential impacts to both surface and groundwater quality. 

II. Permitting Requirements 

Construction Storm Water Genera l Per•mit 
Dischargers whose project disturb one or more acres of soil or where projects 
disturb less than one acre but are part of a larger common plan of development that 
in total disturbs one or more acres, are required to obtain coverage under the 
General Permit for Storm Water Discharges Associated with Construction and Land 
Disturbance Activities (Construction General Permit), Construction General Permit 
Order No. 2009-0009-DWQ. Construction activity subject to this permit includes 
clearing, grading, grubbing, disturbances to the ground, such as stocKpiling, or 
excavation. but does not include regular maintenance activities performed to restore 
the original line, grade, or capacity of the facility. The Construction General Permit 
requires the development and implementation of a Storm Water Pollution Prevention 
Plan (SWPPP). For more information on the Construction General Permit, visit the 

D 
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2D 

2E 

2F 

Twain Harte Community Services - 3 -
District Water System Improvements Project 
Tuolumne County 

11 April 2024 

State Water Resources Control Board website at: 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water issues/programs/stormwatertconstpermits.sht 
ml 

Clean Water Act Section 404 Permit 
If the project will involve the discharge of dredged or fill material in navigable waters 
or wetlands, a permit pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act may be 
needed from the United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE). If a Section 404 
permit is required by the USACE, the Central Valley Water Board will review the 
permit application to ensure that discharge will not violate water quality standards. If 
the project requires surface water drainage realignment, the applicant is advised to 
contact the Department of Fish and Game for information on Streambed Alteration 
Permit requirements. If you have any questions regarding the Clean Water Act 
Section 404 permits, please contact the Regulatory Division of the Sacramento 
District of USACE at (916) 557-5250. 

Clean Water Act Section 401 Permit - Water Quality Certification 
If an USACE permit (e.g., Non-Reporting Nationwide Permit, Nationwide Permit, 
Letter of Permission, Individual Permit, Regional General Permit, Programmatic 
General Permit), or any other federal permit (e.g., Section 10 of the Rivers and 
Harbors Act or Section 9 from the United States Coast Guard), is required for this 
project due to the disturbance of waters of the United States (such as streams and 
wetlands), then a Water Quality Certification must be obtained from the Central 
Valley Water Board prior to initiation of project activities. There are no waivers for 
401 Water Quality Certifications. For more information on the Water Quality 
Certification, visit the Central Valley Water Board website at: 
https://www.waterboards.ca .govtcentralvalley/water issues/water quality certificatio 
nl 
Waste Discharge Requirements - Discharges to Waters of the State 
If USACE determines that only non-jurisdictional waters of the State (i.e., ·non­
federal" waters of the State) are present in the proposed project area, the proposed 
project may require a Waste Discharge Requirement (WDR) permit to be issued by 
Central Valley Water Board. Under the California Porter-Cologne Water Quality 
Control Act, discharges to all waters of the State, including all wetlands and other 
waters of the State including, but not limited to, isolated wetlands, are subject to 
State regulation. For more information on the Waste Discharges to Surface Water 
NPDES Program and WDR processes, visit the Central Valley Water Board website 
at:https://www.waterboards.ca.qovtcentralvalley/water issues/waste to surface wat 
er/ 

Projects involving excavation or fill activities impacting less than 0.2 acre or 400 
linear feet of non-jurisd ictional waters of the state and projects involving dredging 
activities impacting less than 50 cubic yards of non-jurisdictional waters of the state 
may be eligible for coverage under the State Water Resources Control Board Water 
Quality Order No. 2004-0004-DWQ (General Order 2004-0004). For more 
information on the General Order 2004-0004, visit the State Water Resources 

□ 

□ 
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2G 

2H 

2I 

Twain Harte Community Services - 4 -
District Water System Improvements Project 
Tuolumne County 

Control Board website at: 

11 April 2024 

https://www.waterboards.ca.goV/board decisions/adopted orders/water quality/200 
4/wgotwqo2004 -0004 .pdf 

Dewatering Permit 
If the proposed project includes construction or groundwater dewatering to be 
discharged to land, the proponent may apply for coverage under State Water Board 
General Water Quality Order (Low Threat General Order) 2003-0003 or the Central 
Valley Water Board's Waiver of Report of Waste Discharge and Waste Discharge 
Requ irements (Low Threat Waiver) RS-2018-0085. Small temporary construction 
dewatering projects are projects that discharge groundwater to land from excavation 
activities or dewatering of underground utility vaults. Dischargers seeking coverage 
under the General Order or Waiver must file a Notice of Intent with the Central 
Valley Water Board prior to beginning discharge. 

For more information regarding the Low Threat General Order and the application 
process, visit the Central Valley Water Board website at: 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/board decisions/adopted orders/water quality/2003/ 
wgo/wgo2003-0003.pdf 

For more information regarding the Low Threat Waiver and the application process, 
visit the Central Valley Water Board website at: 
https:flwww.waterboards.ca.goV/centralvalley/board decisions/adopted orderstwaiv 
ers/rS-2018-0085.pdf 

Limited Threat General NPDES Permit 
If the proposed project includes construction dewatering and it is necessary to 
discharge the groundwater to waters of the United States, the proposed project will 
require coverage under a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) 
permit. Dewatering discharges are typically considered a low or limited threat to 
water quality and may be covered under the General Order for Limited Threat 
Discharges to Surface Water (Limited Threat General Order). A complete Notice of 
Intent must be submitted to the Central Valley Water Board to obtain coverage under 
the Limited Threat General Order. For more information regarding the Limited 
Threat General Order and the application process, visit the Central Valley Water 
Board website at: 
https:flwww.waterboards.ca.goV/centralvalley/board decisions/adopted orders/gene 
ral orderstr5-2016-0076-01.pdf 

NPDES Permit 
If the proposed project discharges waste that could affect the quality of surface 
waters of the State, other than into a community sewer system, the proposed project 
will require coverage under a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
(NPDES) permit. A complete Report of Waste Discharge must be submitted with the 
Central Valley Water Board to obtain a NPDES Permit. For more information 
regarding the NP DES Permit and the application process, visit the Central Valley 
Water Board website at: https://www.waterboards.ca.goV/centralvalley/help/permiU 

□ 

D 
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Twain Harte Community Services - 5 -
District Water System Improvements Project 
Tuolumne County 

11 April 2024 

If you have questions regarding these comments, please contact me at (916) 464-4684 
or Peter.Minkel2@waterboards.ca.gov. 

f;Jq~~ 
Peter G. Minkel 
Engineering Geologist 

cc: State ClearinghOuse unit, Governor's Office of Planning and Research, 
Sacramento 
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2A Comment:  Summarizes the role of a Basin Plan generally. No specific comments are 
related to the project. 
 
2A Response:  The overview is acknowledged.  No response required. 
 
2B Comment: All wastewater discharges must comply with the anti-degradation policy 
and anti-degradation implementation policy in the Basin Plan. 
 
2B Response: 
The IS/MND Section 2.4 (Biological Resources), Section 2.7 (Geology and Soils) and Section 
2.10 (Hydrology and Water Quality) address potential impacts to surface and ground water 
quality.  In summary, the study states that potential impacts to water quality could occur and 
mitigation measures are required to minimize these potential impacts as follows: 
 

Avoidance and Minimization Measure BIO-4: Staging and Spill Prevention 
Staging areas as well as fueling and maintenance activities shall be a minimum of 100 feet 
from riparian or aquatic habitats. Staging areas less than 100 feet from Turnback Creek will 
only be allowed with authorization of the project biologist. The project proponent will prepare 
a spill prevention and clean-up plan. 
Mitigation Monitoring BIO-4:   Prior to commencing site disturbance or staging equipment, 
the construction contractor shall provide a staging and spill prevention plan to THCSD for 
compliance with this measure.    Reduced setbacks must be approved prior to staging by 
the Project Biologist.  
 
Avoidance and Minimization Measure BIO-5:  Erosion Control 
Where and if bare ground will be exposed or disturbed in conjunction with project activities, 
the Contractor shall prepare an Erosion Control Plan for THCSD review and approval to 
address soil erosion within those areas.  All soils disturbed by grading shall be reseeded or 
hydromulched or otherwise stabilized 48 hours in advance of a rain event. A likely 
rain/precipitation event is any weather pattern that is forecasted to have a 30% or greater 
chance of producing precipitation in the project area. The discharger shall obtain likely 
precipitation forecast information from the National Weather Service Forecast Office (e.g., 
by entering the zip code of the project’s location at https://www.weather.gov/forecastmaps.  
A qualifying rain event is one that produces 0.5 inch or more of precipitation within a 48 
hour or greater period between rain events.  Emergency erosion control measures shall be 
used as reasonably requested by THCSD. 
 
Mitigation Monitoring BIO-5   
The required plan will be implemented prior to site disturbance and implemented 48 hours in 
advance of any rain event.  A likely rain/precipitation event is any weather pattern that is 
forecasted to have a 30% or greater chance of producing precipitation in the project area. 
The discharger shall obtain likely precipitation forecast information from the National 
Weather Service Forecast Office (e.g., by entering the zip code of the project’s location at 
https://www.weather.gov/forecastmaps.  A qualifying rain event is one that produces 0.5 
inch or more of precipitation within a 48 hour or greater period between rain events.  The 
measure is the responsibility of the construction contractor. 

 

https://www.weather.gov/forecastmaps
https://www.weather.gov/forecastmaps


Response to Comments THCSD Water Distribution - 14 
 

Avoidance and Minimization Measure BIO-6:  NPDES/SWPPP 
If necessary, submit to the State Water Resources Control Board Storm Water 
Permitting Unit, a Notice of Intent (NOI) to obtain coverage under the General 
Construction Activity Storm Water Permit - California’s National Pollution Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES) general permit for construction related storm water 
discharges for the disturbance of one acre or more.  Disturbances of less than one acre 
may also require an NOI for coverage under the NPDES General Permit for 
construction-related storm water discharge and the State Water Resources Control 
Board Permitting Unit shall be contacted for determination of permit requirements.  
Commercial and Industrial developments may require an NOI even if less than one acre 
is to be disturbed.  Obtain coverage or an exemption from these requirements. [Federal 
Water Pollution Control Act, Section 401, California Clean Water Act]. The permit may 
include preparation of a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP). 
 
 Silt fencing or other materials, as required, will be installed consistent with the 
applicable water quality requirements specified in the Project’s Storm Water Pollution 
Prevention Plan (SWPPP) or Water Pollution Control Plan (WPCP).   Fencing or other 
erosion control materials or devices shall be shown on the final construction documents.  
Erosion control devices will be avoided throughout Project construction and shall be 
monitored and maintained by the project manager throughout construction. 
 

Mitigation Monitoring BIO-6   
The Notice of Intent to obtain Coverage shall be submitted prior to any site disturbances.     
The measure is the responsibility of the construction contractor. 
 

Avoidance and Minimization Measure BIO-7:  Environmental Awareness Training 
All contractors involved in site development, affected THSD personnel, will attend a 
mandatory Environmental Awareness Training prior to any site disturbances, including 
staging.  A training log sign-in sheet will be maintained.  The program will address proper 
implementation of minimization and avoidance measures contained herein.   A video shall 
be prepared and is mandatory viewing prior to entering the project site for contractors or 
personnel not participating in initial training.   Construction personnel shall be informed that 
if a FYLF is encountered in the work area, construction will stop and CDFW will be 
contacted for guidance.   
Mitigation Monitoring BIO-7   
The required mitigation measure will be implemented prior to site disturbance and for new 
employees prior to commencing site work.    The Project Biologist or other environmental 
consultant may be contracted by THCSD to accomplish this task.  THCSD is responsible for 
contracting with a qualified entity to provide Environmental Awareness Training.  Ensuring 
that all on-site workers have received training prior to working on site is the responsibility of 
the construction contractor. 

 
Proposed mitigation addresses the comment.   No additional response is required. 
 

 



Response to Comments THCSD Water Distribution - 15 
 

2C Comment: Construction activities which disturb more than one acre (or that disturb 
less than one acre, are required to obtain a Construction General Permit for stormwater 
discharges associated with construction activities. 

2C Response:  The IS/MND includes the following mitigation measure: 
 

Avoidance and Minimization Measure BIO-6:  NPDES/SWPPP 
If necessary, submit to the State Water Resources Control Board Storm Water 
Permitting Unit, a Notice of Intent (NOI) to obtain coverage under the General 
Construction Activity Storm Water Permit - California’s National Pollution Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES) general permit for construction related storm water 
discharges for the disturbance of one acre or more.  Disturbances of less than one acre 
may also require an NOI for coverage under the NPDES General Permit for 
construction-related storm water discharge and the State Water Resources Control 
Board Permitting Unit shall be contacted for determination of permit requirements.  
Commercial and Industrial developments may require an NOI even if less than one acre 
is to be disturbed.  Obtain coverage or an exemption from these requirements. [Federal 
Water Pollution Control Act, Section 401, California Clean Water Act]. The permit may 
include preparation of a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP). 
 
 Silt fencing or other materials, as required, will be installed consistent with the 
applicable water quality requirements specified in the Project’s Storm Water Pollution 
Prevention Plan (SWPPP) or Water Pollution Control Plan (WPCP).   Fencing or other 
erosion control materials or devices shall be shown on the final construction documents.  
Erosion control devices will be avoided throughout Project construction and shall be 
monitored and maintained by the project manager throughout construction. 
 

Mitigation Monitoring BIO-6   
The Notice of Intent to obtain Coverage shall be submitted prior to any site disturbances.     
The measure is the responsibility of the construction contractor. 

 
Proposed mitigation addresses the comment.   No additional response is required. 
 
2D, 2E, 2F Comment:   Summarizes requirements for a Section 404 Clean Water Act 
permit addressing fill or dredged materials in navigable waters or wetlands, 401 Clean 
Water Act permit addressing water quality certification, and Waste Discharge 
Requirements (WDR) Permit for discharges to Waters of the State. 
 
2D, 2E, 2F Response: 
The IS/MND states the following (Biological Resources):   
 
… the project area: 
 

A.  Crosses a man-made ditch (which is piped below the roadway in the project area 
and will not be impacted by the project)  

B.  Will occur surrounding an upper and lower pond within a central open space within 
the Sherwood Forest Subdivision 

C.  Will occur around a central open space containing Turnback Creek (a USGS 
perennial stream) within the Sherwood Forest Subdivision 
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D. Will cross Turnback Creek in two locations within the Sherwood Forest Subdivision 
over existing roadways without furthering encroachments into the creek 

E. Could encroach within 25 feet of Turnback Creek in the Alternative Expanded 
Project Area.   

F. Will avoid an intermittent drainage near the Twain Harte Shopping Center where the 
drainage is piped beneath the shopping center. 
 

No fill of the identified drainages, ponds, or ditch …or alterations within the banks of streams 
is proposed or anticipated in conjunction with the proposed Project.   The introduction of 
machinery and construction materials to the site has the potential to introduce non-native 
invasive species and runoff from site construction could indirectly impact water quality in the 
on-site ponds, ditch and creek adjacent to the construction area—a potentially significant 
adverse impact.   To avoid inadvertent encroachment within these sensitive habitats, and to 
ensure that non-native invasive species are not spread to these habitats and the protection 
of water quality, the following measures are included: 
 

Avoidance and Minimization Measure BIO-14:  Minimize the Spread of Invasive 
Plant Species 
Throughout project construction: 
 
• All hay, straw, hay bales, straw bales, seed, mulch or other material used for erosion 

control on the project site shall be free of noxious weed1 seeds and propagules (Food 
and Agriculture Code Sections 6305, 6341 and 6461).   

• All equipment brought to the project site shall be thoroughly cleaned of all dirt and 
vegetation prior to entering the site to prevent importing noxious weeds and shall be 
cleaned of all dirt and vegetation prior to exiting the site to prevent exporting noxious 
weeds. (Food and Agriculture Code Section 5401). 

• All material brought to the site, including rock, gravel, road base, sand, and topsoil, shall 
be free of noxious weeds2 and propagules. (Food and Agriculture Code Sections 6305, 
6341 and 6461).  

 

Mitigation Monitoring BIO-14: 

The measure shall be implemented throughout project construction and is the responsibility of 
the construction contractor.    
 

Avoidance and Minimization Measure BIO-3:  ESA Fencing 
 
Avoidance and Minimization Measure BIO-4:  Staging and Spill Prevention 
 
Avoidance and Minimization Measure BIO-5:  Erosion Control 

 
1 Noxious weeds are as defined in Title 3, Division 4, Chapter 6, Section 4500 of the 
California Code of Regulations and the California Quarantine Policy – Weeds (Food 
and Agriculture Code, Sections 6305, 6341, and 6461). 

2  Ibid. 
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Avoidance and Minimization Measure BIO-6:  NPDES/SWPPP 
 
Avoidance and Minimization Measure BIO-7:  Environmental Awareness Training 

 
As stated above, no fill or alteration within the banks of waterways will occur, therefore, there 
permits are not required.   Proposed mitigation ensures that the waterways will be avoided and 
water quality maintained.  No additional response is required. 
 

2G and 2H Comment:  Addresses requirements for construction or groundwater 
dewatering to be discharged on land (Dewatering Permit) 
 
2G and 2H Response:   The project does not include dewatering to be discharged to land. 
 
2I Comment:  Addresses requirements for a National Pollution Discharge Elimination 
System Permit 
 
2I Response:   See response to 2C.  Proposed mitigation addresses the comment.   No 
additional response is required. 
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3A 

3B 

CAUFORHIA SfAfE TRANSr ORfAflOI'~ ACEt~CY 

California Department of Transportation 

OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT 10 PLANNING 
P.O . BOX 2048 I STOCKTON, CA 95201 
1209) 948-7325 1 FAX 1209) 948-7164 TTY 711 
WWW do! SQ 99Y 

Ap ril 8, 2024 

Tom Trott 
G enera l Monager 
Twa in Harte Com munity 
Services Distric t 
229 12 Va ntage Point Dr 
Twa in Harte, CA 95383 

Dear Mr. Trott, 

C AVIN NEWSOM , COVERl'~OR 

TUO -108-PM Rl 1.396 
IS-MND Twain Harle Sewer 
Replaceme nt -
SCH 2024030516 

The Ca lifornia Depo rtme nt o f Transporta tio n (Ca llrans) appre cia tes the opportunity lo 
review ond c o m me nt on the In itia l Study . The proposed p ro jec t c o nsists o f the 
replac e ment of existing deteriora ting 4- to 10-inch d ia m eter sew er pipe lines w ithin 
existing ro a d rights of w a y and utility easem ents. In a d d ition. sev ere ly d a m aged 
monho le c overs w ill a lso b e repla c ed to im prove w a ter system fire flow in the Pressure 
Zo nes 4 and 6 referred to a s the Sherwood Distrib utio n Syste m throug h p ipeline 
replac e ment, upsizing , relo catio n in to ro ad rig ht o f w a y (ROW) and/or pipeline 
a b ondonm ent . 

The project site is a t va rious lo catio ns in the c o m munity of Tw a in Harte. 

Callran• ha s the following e omme nh : 

Environme ntal 
If ony c onstruction a c tivities e ncro a ch into Ca ltra ns Right o f Way (ROW), the p ro ject 
pro p onent m ust a pply for a n Encroa c hme nt Perm it (EP) to the C a llra ns District 10 
Encro achme nt Permit Office . A ll Ca liforn ia Environmenta l Quality Act (CEQAJ and 
Na tiona l Enviro nmenta l Policy Act (NEPA) documenta tion. w ith supporting tec hnical 
stud ies, must be sub mitted w ith the Enc roa c hment Perm it Applicatio n. These studies w ill 
inc lude a n a na lysis o f potential im pacts to a ny c ultura l sites, historic p ro perties, 
b io logic a l resourc es, hazardous w aste loca tions, scenic highw a ys, and/or other 
env ironme nta l resources w ithin Ca ltrans Rig ht of Wa y, o t the p ro ject site (s). 

Evid enc e of consu lta tion w ith loca l Na tive American tribes a nd interested parties w ill 
need to b e p resented w ithin the tec hnical documents for approva l o f e ncroa c hme nt 
in the C a llra ns ROW. 

"Provid~ o sofe o:nd te6o'ole tro:nsporiotion netv.,ort:. thoo serves al peC(:l,e O'fld , espects the envirootnEnf" 

D 

□ 
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There ore mature trees w ithin a nd/or near Coltro ns ROW tha t cou ld p rovide su ita b le 
nesting habita t. If work w ill occ ur between Februa ry 1 a nd September 30 o f any year. a 
pre -construction bird survey must b e conduc ted by a q ua lified b iologist prior to the sta rt 
o f a ny c onstruction related a ctivities in Coltrons ROW. If on a c tive nest is o bserved, a 
pro tective buffer must be esta b lished a round the nest per CDFW g uidelines. No work is 
a llowed w ithin the prote c tive buffer limits until the young hove fled ged a nd until 
a uthorized by the Ca ltrans Distric t 10 Enviro nmenta l Offic e . Results o f the pre ­
constructio n b ird survey(s) must b e provided to the Ca ltrans Distric t 10 Environmenta l 
Offic e prior to the sta rt o f construc tion. 

If there are impac ts to pro tec ted wa ter resources w ithin C o llrons ROW, C o ltrons w ill 
need to see the correspondence w ith the perm itting autho rities (California Department 
o f Fish and Wild life (CDFWJ. United Sta tes Army Corps o f Eng ineers, Regio nal Wa te r 
Qua lity Contro l Board) and/or be provid ed c o p ies of a ny required perm its p rior to the 
sta rt o f any construc tio n in C a ll ra ns ROW. 

Informa l o r Form a l Section 7 consulta tion w ith U.S. Fish & Wild life Servic e (USFWSJ is 
required for potential a ffe cts to Foothill yellow-leg ged Fro g (FYLFJ. If there are p oten tia l 
im pac ts to FYLF in Ca ltra ns ROW, Ca ltra ns w ill need to review the Letter of Concurrenc e 
or Biological O p inio n o bta ined from USFWS. Western Po nd Turtle (WPT) a nd Ca liforn ia 
Spotted Owl (CSO) Proposed Threa te ned species under the Fed era l Endangered 
Spe c ies ACT (FESA). Due to assumed presence/ ha b ita t presence and identificatio n in 
the p ro ject a rea in pa st years, the proje ct proponent w ill need to c onfere nce w ith 
USFWS under Section 7 o f FESA prior to the species beco ming federa lly liste d o r 
comp lete Sec tion 7 consulta tion whe n the specie s b eco m e offic ia lly listed . If there a re 
potentia l imp acts lo WPT a nd/ o r CSO in Coltrons ROW. Ca ltrans w ill need to rev iew the 
conferencing o r consu lta tio n results provided by USFWS. 

If a ny c ultura l resources o re found in C a ltra ns ROW d uring operations. imm ed ia tely sto p 
a ll work w ithin a 60-foot rad ius o f the d iscovery a nd notify bo th the assig ned Coltrons 
Professiona lly Qualified Sta ff (PQSJ and Coll ra ns Enc roa c hment Permit Offic e 
im media tely. The sites w ill be flogged fo r a voidance a nd recorded. Work w ill not 
continue w ithin 60 feet o f the d iscovery until lhe a ssig ned Ca ltrons PQS ha s determined 
its sig nific a nce a nd until a uthorized by the Ca ltrans D 10 Env ironme nta l Offic e . 

If there is any dem olition, excavation, or ground d isturbanc e w ithin Ca ltrans ROW, a n 
Initia l Site Assessment fo r that work m ust be completed. Aeria lly Deposited Lead (ADL) 
is known to exist across the roadwa ys and shoulders of the Sta te Highwa y System. As a 
resu lt, if a ny d e molitio n, exc a vation, or ground d isturbance occurs w ithin Coltrons ROW 
a Lead Comp lia nce Plan must b e comple ted by a C ertified Industrial Hyg ie nist to 
a ddre ss the potentia l for e ncountering ADL during construction. 

"Provide o sofe o:nd te lio'ole tro:nsportotion netv.,ort:. tho' serves al peC(:l,e O'fld , espects the envirootnEnf" 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 



Response to Comments THCSD Water Distribution - 21 
 

  

3H 

3I 

Tom Tro tt 
April 8, 2024 
Page 3 

Encroachment Permits 
If any project a c tivitie s enc ro ach into Coll rons ROW, the pro jec t proponent must submit 
a n a pplicatio n for on Enc roa c hment Perm it to the Ca ltrons Distric t 10 Encroa c hme nt 
Permit Office. Appropria te e nvironm enta l studies m ust be subm itted w ith th is 
application. For more informa tio n, p lease visit the Co ltrons Website a t: 

bttps· //dot co gov /nroororos/trofflc-onerotioos/ep/gpplicofioos 

C o ltrons suggests tha t the Twain Ha rte C o mm unity Services Distric t continue to 
coordina te w ith Ca ll ra ns in identifying a nd addressing p otentia l pedestria n sa fe ty and 
cumulativ e tra nspo rta tion im pacts fro m this pro ject and other d ev elopme nts near th is 
location. This w ill assist C o ltrons in ensuring that pedestrian. tra ffic sa fely , and q uality 
sta ndards ore m ainta ined for the tra ve ling pu blic on existing a nd future sta l e 
transporta tion fa cilities in Tuolumne County. 

If you hov e any questions o r conc erns, p lease contact Shiferow Je mberie (209) 986-9635 
(em a il: Shiferow.je mberie@d o t.ca.g ov) o r me a t (209) 483-7234 (e m ail: 
G rego ria .Ponce@d ot.ca .gov). 

G regoria Ponc e ', Chief 
Offic e o f Rura l Pla nning 

c: Quinc y Ye le y. Com munity Dev elo pment Deportment Director, Tuolumne County 

"Provid~ o sofe o:nd te6o'ole tro:nsporiotion netv.,ort:. thoo serves al peC(:l,e O'fld , espects the envirootnEnf" 

□ 

□ 
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Responses to Comments California Department of Transportation 

3A Comment:   Summarizes the Project Description. 

3A  Response:   No response required. 

3B Comment:   Construction within the Caltrans ROW requires an encroachment permit 
with supporting CEQA and NEPA documentation and technical studies including cultural 
resources, historic properties, biological resources, hazardous waste locations, scenic 
highways and/or other environmental resources in Caltrans ROW.   Evidence of 
consultation with local Native American tribes also is required. 

3B Response:    

The current project does not encroach into Caltrans ROW, therefore, an encroachment permit is 
not required.   Should the project be amended to trigger an encroachment permit, the necessary 
studies, documentation, and consultations which were completed in conjunction with the current 
project will be provided in support of the encroachment permit. 

3C Comment:   Potential nesting habitat occurs in or near the Caltrans ROW.  
Preconstruction bird surveys are required for construction between February 1 and 
September 30th.    Active nests shall require buffers in accordance with Caltrans 
guidelines.  For work within Caltrans ROW, results of preconstruction surveys shall be 
reported to Caltrans. 

3C Response:  
The current project does not encroach into Caltrans ROW.  The IS/MND requires 
preconstruction surveys nearly identical to Caltrans’ standards.   For consistency, the IS/MND 
mitigation measure is amended as follows for consistency with Caltrans standards. 
 

Avoidance and Minimization Measure BIO-10:  Preconstruction Survey Birds 
Prior to construction occurring between February 1st and September 30th (e.g., excavation, 
ground disturbance, or vegetation removal) a preconstruction survey for nesting birds will 
be conducted in accordance with the CDFW guidelines and a no-disturbance buffer will be 
established, if necessary. 
 
If equipment staging, site preparation, vegetation removal, grading, excavation or other 
project-related construction activities are scheduled during the avian nesting season 
(generally February 1 through September 30), a focused survey for active nests would be 
conducted by a qualified biologist within 14 days prior to the beginning of project-related 
activities. 
Surveys shall be conducted in all suitable habitats in the BSA.  
If the pre-construction surveys identify nesting bird species within areas that are within 500 
feet of construction activities for non-raptors and within 0.5 mile for raptors, the following shall 
be implemented:  
 

A.  Project-related construction impacts shall be avoided by establishment of appropriate 
no-work buffer zones to limit construction activities near the nest site. The no-work 
buffer zone shall be delineated by highly visible temporary construction fencing and 
shall be a minimum of  500 feet from non-raptor nests and 0.5 mile from raptor nests, 
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unless a qualified biologist, in consultation with CDFW, determines that alternative 
buffers are permissible due to the nature and location of the specific species, its 
nest, and existing conditions to which the species has been habituated. Alternative 
buffers shall be established for special status non-raptor nests in consultation with 
CDFW.  

B.  In consultation with CDFW, monitoring of nest activity by a qualified biologist shall 
be required if the construction activity has potential to adversely affect the nest or 
nesting behavior of the bird.  

C.  No construction activity shall commence within the no-work buffer zone until a 
CDFW-approved qualified biologist confirms that the nest is no longer active (e.g., 
young have fledged). 

D. Canada geese depredation is an exception to these provisions per measure BIO-11. 
Mitigation Monitoring BIO-10:  The measure shall be implemented prior to any constructing 
occurring between February 1st and September 30th of the construction year.    If construction is 
delayed or occurs in phases, a re-survey must be completed prior to recommencing work after 
a shut-down period of more than three months if construction occurs between February 1st and 
September 30th of the construction year.    The construction contractor is responsible for 
ensuring that the Project Biologist is notified with ample time to complete the survey and 
consult with CDFW, if necessary.    
 
Proposed mitigation ensures that nesting avian species subject to the Migratory Bird Treaty Act 
will be avoided until fledging occurs.   The measure has been amended for consistency with 
Caltrans preconstruction survey windows.  No additional response is required. 
 
3D Comment:   For work in the Caltrans ROW, provide Caltrans documentation of permits 
secured for impacts to wetland resources. 
 
3D Response:  The current project does not encroach into Caltrans ROW, therefore, an 
encroachment permit is not required.   Should the project be amended to trigger an 
encroachment permit, the necessary studies, documentation, and consultations which were 
completed in conjunction with the current project will be provided in support of the 
encroachment permit.   See also response to 2D, 2E, 2F. 

3E  Comment:  For work in the Caltrans ROW, informal Section 7 consultation with 
USFWS is required for the foothill yellow-legged frog.   Conferencing with USFWS is 
required for the western pond turtle (WPT) and California spotted owl (CSO), which area 
proposed for listing as threatened.   If the WPT or CSO become listed, a Section 7 
consultation would be required. 
 
3E  Response 
The current project does not encroach into Caltrans ROW, therefore, an encroachment permit is 
not required.   Should the project be amended to trigger an encroachment permit, the necessary 
studies, documentation, and consultations which were completed in conjunction with the current 
project will be provided in support of the encroachment permit.   The project IS/MND and 
Biological study address all three of these species and would be submitted to USFWS in 
support of an informal Section 7 consultation and/or conferencing with the USFWS should the 
project encroach into Caltrans ROW. 
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3F Comment:   For work in the Caltrans ROW, if unanticipated cultural resources are 
discovered during project construction, work will stop immediately, a 60-foot buffer shall 
be established, and the discovery shall be reported to Caltrans where a Caltrans 
Professionally Qualified Staff (PQS) shall be assigned to address the resource. 
 
3F Response: 
The current project does not encroach into Caltrans ROW, therefore, an encroachment permit is 
not required.   Should the project be amended to trigger an encroachment permit, the necessary 
studies, documentation, and consultations which were completed in conjunction with the current 
project will be provided in support of the encroachment permit.   It is noted that the project 
IS/MND identifies Mitigation Measure CULT-1:  Inadvertent Discoveries  requiring a work 
stoppage should a cultural resource be encountered during construction (but does not specify a 
60-foot buffer).   At this time, it is recommended that the mitigation measure remain as stated 
allowing the qualified archaeologist to establish an appropriate buffer based on the nature of the 
resource discovered.    Should the project change and require a Caltrans encroachment permit, 
the measure can be amended to incorporate the buffer. 

3G  Comment:    Any demolition, excavation, or ground disturbance within the Caltrans 
ROW shall require an initial side assessment including evaluation of aerially deposited 
lead (ADL), a Lead Compliance Plan, and Certified Industrial Hygienist also shall be 
required. 

3G Response:  The current project does not encroach into Caltrans ROW, therefore, an 
encroachment permit is not required.   Should the project be amended to trigger an 
encroachment permit, the necessary studies, documentation, and consultations which were 
completed in conjunction with the current project will be provided in support of the 
encroachment permit.     

3H Comment:  Identifies the appropriate location for securing an online application for an 
encroachment permit. 
 
3H Response:   The current project does not encroach into Caltrans ROW, therefore, an 
encroachment permit is not required.   Should the project be amended to trigger an 
encroachment permit, the identified link, application and online submittal shall be pursued. 
 
3I Comment:   Recommends ongoing coordination with Caltrans including addressing 
pedestrian safety and ongoing cumulative traffic impacts. 

3I Response:   The requirement does not identify a potentially significant adverse impact.   The 
District acknowledges the comment and will continue ongoing coordination with Caltrans. 
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4.  California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) 
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OocuSlgn Envelope ID: E8A04AAA.8EA5-46 15-A853-47FE7896E1 88 

State of California - Natural Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE 
Central Region 
1234 East Shaw Avenue 
Fresno. CA 93710 
www.wildl~e.ca.gov 

April 1 0, 2024 

Tom Trott 
Twain Harte Community Services District 
22912 Vantage Pt. Dr. 
Twain Harte, California 95383 
(209) 586-3172 
ttrott@twainhartecsd.com 

GAVIN NEWSOM, Govemor 
CHARLTON H. BONHAM, Director 

Subject: Twain Harte Community Services District Water Distribution System 
(Project) 
MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION (MND) 
SCH: 2024030516 

Dear Tom Trott: 

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) received a MND from the Twain 
Harte Community Services District (THCSD) for the Project pursuant the California 
Environmental Qualrty Act (CEQA) and CEQA Guidelines. 1 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments and recommendations regarding 
those activrties involved in the Project that may affect California fish and wildlife. 
Likewise, CDFW appreciates the opportunity to provide comments regard ing thOse 
aspects of the Project that CDFW, by law, may be required to carry out or approve 
through the exercise of its own regulatory authority under the Fish and Game Code. 

CDFW ROLE 

CDFW is California's Trustee Agency for fish and wildlife resources and hOlds those 
resources in trust by statute for all the people of the State (Fish & G. Code, §§ 711 .7, 
subd. (a) & 1802; Pub. Resources Code, § 21070; CEQA Guidelines§ 15386, subd. 
(a)). CDFW, in its trustee capacity, has jurisdiction over the conservation, protection, 
and management of fish, wildlife, native plants, and habitat necessary for biologically 
sustainable populations of thOse species (Id. , § 1802). Similarly, for purposes of CEQA, 
CDFW is charged by law to provide, as available, biological expertise during public 
agency environmental review efforts, focusing specifically on projects and related 
activities that have the potential to adversely affect fish and wildlife resources. 

1 CEQA is codified in the California Public Resources Code in section 21000 et seq, The "CEQA 
Guidelines• are found in Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations. commencing with section 15000, 

□ 
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Tom Trott 
Twain Harte Community Services District. 
April 1 0, 2024 
Page 2 

CDFW is also submitting comments as a Responsible Agency under CEQA (Pub. 
Resources Code, § 21069; CEQA Guidelines, § 15381 ). CDFW expects that it may 
need to exercise regulatory authority as provided by the Fish and Game Code. As 
proposed, for example, the Project may be subject to CDFW's lake and streambed 
alteration regulatory authority (Fish & G. Code,§ 1600 et seq.). Likewise, to the extent 
implementation of the Project as proposed may result in "take" as defined by State law 
of any species protected under the California Endangered Species Act (CESA) (Fish & 
G. Code, § 2050 et seq.), the Project proponent may seek related take authorization as 
provided by the Fish and Game Code. 

Fully Protected Species: CDFW has jurisdiction over fully protected species of birds, 
mammals, amphibians and reptiles, and fish, pursuant to Fish and Game Code sections 
3511 , 4700, 5050, and 5515. Fully protected species may not be taken or possessed at 
any time and no licenses or permits may be issued for their take except as follows: 

• Take is for necessary scientific research, 

• Efforts to recover a fully protected, endangered, or threatened species, live 
capture, and relocation of a bird species for the protection of livestock, or 

• They are a covered species whose conservation and management is provided 
for in a Natural Community Conservation Plan (Fish & G. Code,§§ 3511 , 4700, 
5050, & 5515). 

Additionally, specified types of infrastructure projects may be eligible for an Incidental 
Take Permit (ITP) for unavoidable impacts to fully protected species if certain conditions 
are met (see Fish & G. Code §2081.15). Project proponents should consult with CDFW 
early in the project planning process if an ITP may be pursued for the Project. 

Nesting Birds: CDFW has jurisdiction over actions with potential to resu lt in the 
disturbance or destruction of active nest sites or the unauthorized take of birds. Fish 
and Game Code sections that protect birds, their eggs and nests include sections 3503 
(regarding unlawful take, possession, or needless destruction of the nest or eggs of any 
bird), 3503.5 (regarding the take, possession, or destruction of any birds-of-prey or their 
nests or eggs), and 3513 (regarding unlawful take of any migratory nongame bird). 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION SUMMARY 

Proponent: Twain Harte Community Services District 

Objective: The proposed Project would improve water system fire flow in pressure 
zones 4 and 6, referred to as the Sherwood Distribution System, through pipeline 
replacement, upsizing, relocation into road right of ways (ROWs) and/or pipeline 
abandonment through existing residential lots and the Twain Harte Shopping Center. 

□ 

□ 



Response to Comments THCSD Water Distribution - 28 
 

  

4B 

4C 

OocuSign Envelope ID: E8A04AAA.8EA5-46 15-A853-47FE7896E188 

Tom Trott 
Twain Harte Community Services District. 
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Location: The Project is located in the community of Twain Harte, in Tuolumne County, 
and extends through portions of Sections 9 and 16, T2N, R16E, Mount Diablo Base and 
Meridian (MDB&M), in the central Sierra Nevada foothills. The Project footprint is 
entirely located within the Twain Harte USGS 7,5' Quadrangle and includes a portion of 
the Twain Harte Community and most of the Sherwood Forest subdivision. 

Timeframe: Spring 2025 - Fall 2025 

COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

CDFW offers the following comments and recommendations to assist THCSD in 
adequately identifying and/or mitigating the Project's significant, or potentially 
significant, direct and indirect impacts on fish and wildlife (biological) resources. 
Editorial comments or other suggestions may also be included to improve the CEQA 
document prepared for this Project. 

Aerial imagery shows the Project site is situated between Yosemite National Park-Hetch 
Hetchy Reservoir and New Melones Lake within mixed-coniferous forest with sparsely 
residential infrastructure (CDFW 2024). Based on a review of the Project description, 
California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB) records, and the surrounding habitat, 
several special-status species could potentially be impacted by Project activities. 

Currently, the MND acknowledges that the Project area is within the geographic range 
of several special status animal species and proposes specific mitigation measures to 
reduce impacts to less than significant. CDFW has concerns about the ability of some 
the proposed mitigation measures to reduce impacts to less than significant and avoid 
unauthorized take for several special status animal species, including the State 
endangered and fully protected bald eagle (Ha/ianeetus teucocephatus); the State 
endangered great gray owl (Strix nebutosa); and the State Species of Special Concern 
pallid bat (Antrozous pallidus), spotted bat (Euderma maculatum), Townsends big-eared 
bat (Corynorhinus townsendi1), and western mastiff bat (Perotis californicus). 

CDFW also has concerns about the ability of some the proposed mitigation measures to 
reduce impacts to less than significant and avoid unauthorized take for several special 
status plant species, including, but not limited to, the CRPR 1 B.2 Mariposa clarKia 
(Clarkia biloba ssp. austra/is), the CRPR 4.2 mounta in lady's-slipper (Cypripedium 
montanum), and the State Rare and CRPR 4.3 Tompkins' sedge (Carex tompkinsii). 

□ 

□ 
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Bald Eagle 

The MND did not evaluate and address potential Project-related impacts to bald eagle 
(BAEA). even though the Project site is within the geographic range of the species and 
a historical occurrence was documented 4.75 miles from the Project site. BAEA inhabits 
forested areas that contain large bodies of water and perching trees, and these habitat 
features are present within the Project vicinity. As BAEA was not addressed with in the 
MND, CDFW recommends the following: 

Recommended Mitigation Measure 1: BAEA Surveys 
CDFW recommends that focused BAEA surveys following the Bald Eagle Breeding 
Survey Instructions (CDFW 2010) protocol be conducted by qualified biologists prior 
to Project implementation. 

Recommended Mitigation Measure 2: BAEA Avoidance Buffer 
If a BAEA is found prior to, or during construction, CDFW recommends 
implementation of a minimum ½-mile no-disturbance buffer. CDFW advises that this 
buffer remain in place until the breeding season has ended or until a qualified 
biologist has determined that nesting has ceased, the birds have fledged , and are no 
longer reliant upon parental care for survival. In the event that a BAEA is detected 
during surveys, and a ½-mile no-disturbance buffer is not feasible, consultation with 
CDFW is recommended. 

Great Gray Owl 

The MND did not evaluate and address potential Project-related impacts to great gray 
owl (GGO), even though the Project site is within the geographic range of the species 
and a historical occurrence was documented 4 miles from the Project site. GGO 
generally nest in closed canopy forested areas where they forage for pocKet mice and 
voles. As it appears that mixed-coniferous forest is present within and surrounding the 
Project site, CDFW recommends the following: 

Recommended Mitigation Measure 3: GGO Surveys 
CDFW recommends that focused GGO surveys be conducted by a qualified 
biologist familiar with GGO to evaluate potential impacts prior to ground disturbing 
activities. 

Recommended Mitigation Measure 4: GGO Avoidance Buffer 
In the event an active GGO nest is found during surveys, CDFW recommends that a 
½-mile no-disturbance buffer be implemented if ground-disturbing activities are to 
occur during the owl nesting season. In the event that a GGO nest is detected during 
surveys, and a ½-mile no-disturbance buffer is not feasible, consultation with CDFW 
is recommended. 

□ 

□ 
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Special-Status Bats 

Several special-status bat species have historical occurrences within 5.25 miles of the 
Project site, including pallid bat, spotted bat, Townsend's big-eared bat, and western 
mastiff bat (CDFW 2024 ). The MND lists the spotted bat as having the potential to occur 
on the Project site, and states, "The species was not identified during surveys; however, 
given the wide variety of habitats suited to the species (mixed conifer, and presence of 
lake for foraging), it could roost and/or forage within the Project boundaries." Avoidance 
and Minimization Measures BIO-12, BIO-13, and BIO-7 are provided to mitigate for 
Project impacts for this species. CDFW concurs with these measures and recommends 
that they be implemented with in the portions of the Project site that contain suitable 
habit for pallid bat, Townsend's big-eared bat, and western mastiff bat as well. 

Special-Status Plants 

The MND lists Mariposa clarkia, mountain ladYs-slipper, and Tompkins' sedge, as 
having the potential to be present within the Project site. Expanded Alternative Project 
BIO-A and BIO-Care provided as mitigation for these species, but only if the Expanded 
Project Alternative is pursued. CDFW concurs with conducting special-status plant 
surveys prior to construction, but recommenas the following: 

Recommended Mitigation Measure 5: Special-status Plant Surveys 
CDFW recommends that the Project area (regardless of alternative selected) be 
surveyed for special-status plants by a qualified botanist following the "Protocols for 
Surveying and Evaluating Impacts to Special Status Native Plant Populations and 
Sensitive Natural Communities" (CDFW 2018). This protocol, which is intended to 
maximize detectability, includes identification of reference populations to facilitate 
the likelihood of field investigations occurring during the appropriate floristic period. 
In the absence of protocol-level surveys being performed, additional surveys may be 
necessary. 

Expanded Alternative Project BIO-A also states, "If Tompkins sedge or Mountain lady's 
slipper or other special-status plant species is observed during the preconstruction 
surveys, CDFW shall be notified at least 1 O days prior to construction activities, in 
accordance with the California Native Plant Protection Act of 1977 (CFGC Section 
1900- 1913) to allow sufficient time to transplant the individuals to a suitable location." 
CDFW would like to note that the California Native Plant Protection Act of 1977 (NPPA) 
is only applicable to the 64 species, subspecies, and varieties of plants that are 
specifically identified as part of the NPPA. Additionally, the unautholized take of plant 
species listed as threatened, endangered, or rare pursuant to CESA or the NPPA is a 
violation of Fish and Game Code. As such, CDFW recommends the following: 

□ 

□ 

□ 
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Recommended Mitigation Measure 6: Special-status Plant Consultation and 
Take Authorization 
If special-status plant species, including State endangered, threatened, or rare 
plants, are identified during botanical surveys, consultation with CDFW is 
recommended. For State CESA and NPPA listed species, If take cannot be avoided, 
CDFW recommends the Project obtain an ITP, pursuant to Fish and Game Code 
section 2081 subdivision {b) and/or California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Section 
786.9, subdivision (b) to comply with CESA and the NPPA. 

Editorial Comments and/or Suggestions 

CNDDB Positive Submiss ion of Data: Please note that the CNDDB is populated by 
and records voluntary submissions of species detections. As a result, species may be 
present in locations not depicted in the CNDDB but where there is suitable habitat and 
features capable of supporting species. A lack of an occurrence record in the CNDDB 
does not mean a species is not present. In order to adequately assess any potential 
Project-related impacts to biological resources, surveys conducted by a qualified wildlife 
biologist/botan ist during the appropriate survey period(s) and using the appropriate 
protocol survey methodology are warranted in order to determine whether or not any 
special status species are present at or near the Project area. 

ENVIRONMENTAL DATA 

CEOA requires that information developed in environmental impact reports and 
negative declarations be incorporated into a database wh ich may be used to make 
subsequent or supplemental environmental determinations. (Pub. Resources Code,§ 
21003, subd. (e).) Accordingly, please report any special status species and natural 
communities detected during Project surveys to the CNDD. The CNNDB field survey 
form can be filled out and submitted online at the following link: 
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Data/CNDDB/Submitting-Data. The types of information reported 
to CNDDB can be found at the following link: 
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Data/CNDDB/Plants-and-Animals. 

FILING FEES 

The Project, as proposed, cou ld have an impact on fish and/or wildlife, and assessment 
of environmental document filing fees is necessary. Fees are payable upon filing of the 
Notice of Determination by the Lead Agency and serve to help defray the cost of 
environmental review by CDFW. Payment of the environmental document filing fee is 
required in order for the underlying Project approval to be operative, vested, and final. 
(Cal. Code Regs, tit. 14, § 753.5; Fish & G. Code,§ 711.4; Pub. Resources Code, § 
21089.) 

□ 

□ 

□ 

D 
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CONCLUSION 

CDFW appreciates the opportunity to comment on the MND to assist THCSD in 
identifying and mitigating Project impacts on biological resources. Questions regarding 
this letter or further coordination should be directed to John Riedel, Environmental 
Scientist at (559) 807-1453 or john.riedel@wildlife .ca.qov. 

Sincerely, 

,c,::-2... 
~ FA8Jf09FEOf$46A.,, 

Julie A. Vance 
Regional Manager 

ec: State Clearinghouse 
Governor's Office of Planning and Research 
State.Clearinghouse@opr.ca.qov 

I □ 
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Attachment 1 

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE 
RECOMMENDED MITIGATION MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM 

(MMRP) 

PROJECT: Twain Harte Community Services District Water System 
Improvements Project 

SCH No· 2024030516 .. 
RECOMMENDED MITIGATION STATUS/DATE/INITIALS 
MEASURE 
Before Disturbina Soi/ or Veaetation 
Bald Eaale 

Recommended Mitigation Measure 
1: 

BAEA Surveys 
Great Grav Owl 

Recommended Mitigation Measure 
3: 

GGO Surveys 
Soecial-status Plants 

Recommended Mitigation Measure 
5: 

Special-status Plant Surveys 

Durina Construction 
Bald Eaale 

Recommended Mitigation Measure 
2: 

BAEA Avoidance Buffer 
Great Grav Owl 

Recommended Mitigation Measure 
4: 

GGO Avoidance Buffer 
Soecial-status Plants 

Recommended Mitigation Measure 
6: 

Special-status plant Consultation and 
TaKe Authorization 

□ 
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Comment 4A  Addresses the California Department of Fish and Wildlife’s (CDFW) 
jurisdictional authority. 

Response to Comment 4A    No specific impacts are identified, no response required. 

 

Comment 4B  Describes the project and habitat. 

Response to Comment 4B 

No specific impacts are identified, no response required 

Comment 4C Identifies CDFW concerns that identified mitigation will not adequately 
address potential impacts to the following species:  bald eagle, great grey owl, pallid bat, 
spotted bat, Townsend’s big eared bat, western mastiff bat, Mariposa clarkia, mountain 
lady’s slipper and Tompkin’s sedge. 

Response to Comment 4C: 
It is noted that CDFW’s responses are confined to the IS/MND, but do not make reference to the 
more detailed Biological Study Report (APA, January 2024) prepared for the project and 
incorporated by reference in the IS/MND.   That report addresses several of the issues raised by 
CDFW.   The District is providing a copy of the Biological Study Report to CDFW in conjunction 
with these responses. 

Response acknowledged.   Because each of these species is addressed specifically and 
individually by CDFW, species specific responses are found in responses to comments 4D 
through 4I. 

Comment 4D:  IS/MND did not address potential impacts to the bald eagle.  CDFW 
recommends the addition of two mitigation measures to the IS/MND. 

Response to Comment 4D 

Table 2 (Page 25) of the Biological Study Report evaluates the potential for the bald eagle to 
occur on site as follows:   

The Project boundaries lack large bodies of water and rivers.  While the species could 
temporarily roost during its movements throughout the county; impacts to the species 
are not anticipated.  It was not identified during surveys.   The nearest suitable habitat is 
Twain Harte Lake which is well outside the project boundaries 

Based on biological studies conducted over the past 12 years by the project biologist of the 
same project footprint (and surrounding areas), the conclusion of the Biological Study Report for 
the project is reiterated.   The site does not provide suitable breeding habitat for the species.  
Therefore, CDFW’s recommendation to follow bald eagle breeding habitat protocols for surveys 
is inconsistent with the project habitat conditions and findings of recurring surveys over a period 
of more than ten years.  However, because preconstruction surveys for raptors already are 
required, the addition of a modified CDFW recommended mitigation measure is easily 
accommodated, and therefore, the following amendment to the IS/MND is made: 
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Avoidance and Minimization Measure BIO-10:  Preconstruction Survey Birds 
Prior to construction occurring between February 1st and September 30th (e.g., excavation, 
ground disturbance, or vegetation removal) a preconstruction survey for nesting birds, 
including bald eagles and great grey owls, will be conducted in accordance with the CDFW 
guidelines by a qualified biologist familiar with bald eagle and great grey owls, and a no-
disturbance buffer will be established, if necessary. 
 
If equipment staging, site preparation, vegetation removal, grading, excavation or other 
project-related construction activities are scheduled during the avian nesting season 
(generally February 1 through September 30), a focused survey for active nests would be 
conducted by a qualified biologist within 14 days prior to the beginning of project-related 
activities. 
 
Surveys shall be conducted in all suitable habitats in the BSA.  If the pre-construction surveys 
identify nesting bird species within areas that are within 500 feet of construction activities for 
non-raptors and within 0.5 mile for raptors (including bald eagles and great grey owls), the 
following shall be implemented:  
 

A.  Project-related construction impacts shall be avoided by establishment of appropriate 
no-work buffer zones to limit construction activities near the nest site. The no-work 
buffer zone shall be delineated by highly visible temporary construction fencing and 
shall be a minimum of  500 feet from non-raptor nests and 0.5 mile from raptor nests 
(including bald eagles and great grey owls), unless a qualified biologist, in 
consultation with CDFW, determines that alternative buffers are permissible due to 
the nature and location of the specific species, its nest, and existing conditions to 
which the species has been habituated. Alternative buffers shall be established for 
special status non-raptor nests in consultation with CDFW.  

B.  In consultation with CDFW, monitoring of nest activity by a qualified biologist shall 
be required if the construction activity has potential to adversely affect the nest or 
nesting behavior of the bird.  

C.  No construction activity shall commence within the no-work buffer zone until a 
CDFW-approved qualified biologist confirms that the nest is no longer active (e.g., 
young have fledged).   For bald eagles, this period extends beyond fledging to a 
period when the young are no longer reliant on parental care for survival. 

D. Canada geese depredation is an exception to these provisions per measure BIO-11. 
Mitigation Monitoring BIO-10:  The measure shall be implemented prior to any constructing 
occurring between February 1st and September 30th of the construction year.    If construction is 
delayed or occurs in phases, a re-survey must be completed prior to recommencing work after 
a shut-down period of more than three months if construction occurs between February 1st and 
September 30th of the construction year.    The construction contractor is responsible for 
ensuring that the Project Biologist is notified with ample time to complete the survey and 
consult with CDFW, if necessary.    
 

Comment 4E:  IS/MND did not address potential impacts to the great gray owl.  CDFW 
recommends the addition of two mitigation measures to the IS/MND. 

Response to Comment 4E:  Table 2 (Page 26) of the Biological Study Report evaluates the 
potential for the great grey owl to occur on site as follows:   

---
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The nearest CNNDB record is just under 4 miles from the project site.   However,  the 
species was historically reported to forage along the Twain Harte Golf Course within two 
miles of the project site.  The project does not provide edge-of-meadow suitable nesting 
habitat for the species.   However, the species may temporarily roost within the project 
boundaries as it passes between preferred foraging areas.  The project would be unlikely to 
create a significant impact on the species given its mobility and limited potential use of the 
site. 

Based on biological studies conducted over the past 12 years of the same project footprint (and 
surrounding areas) by the project biologist, the conclusion of the Biological Study Report for the 
project is reiterated.   However, because preconstruction surveys for raptors already is required, 
the addition of CDFW’s recommended mitigation measures are easily accommodated, and 
therefore, the amendment to the IS/MND is made per the Response to Comment 4E. 

Comment 4F:  The IS/MND addresses the spotted bat.   CDFW recommends that the 
mitigation measures proposed for that species are also applied to the pallid bat, 
Townsend’s big-eared bat and mastiff bat. 

Response to Comment 4F: 

Table 2 (Page 26) of the Biological Study Report evaluates the potential for the pallid to occur 
on site as follows:   

The nearest CNDDB record occurs more than 5 miles from the project site.  Given the 
species sensitivity to disturbances, the noise of residences and traffic along Tuolumne 
Road,  the species is not expected to occur on site. 

Table 2 (Page 27-28) of the Biological Study Report evaluates the potential for the Townsend’s 
big-eared bat to occur on site as follows:   

The nearest CNDDB record occurs more than 2 miles from the project site.  Given the 
species sensitivity to disturbances, the noise of residences and traffic along Tuolumne 
Road,  and the lack of mines or caves, lava tubes suited to the species; it is not expected to 
occur on site 

The Biological Study Report did not evaluate the potential for the Western mastiff bat to occur on 
site.     That analysis is added as follows to Table 2 of the Biological Study Report as follows:   

Species Status 
Preferred 
habitat(s)/a/ 

Likelihood to Occur on 
Site  

O= Present on Site (Occupied) 
U = Unlikely to Occur 

P = Potential to Occur 
Mammals    

Western mastiff bat 
Eumops perotis californicus 

CDFW SSC 
BLM-S 

Many open, semi-arid to 
arid habitats.  Chaparral 
Cismontane woodland 
Coastal scrub 
Valley & foothill 
grassland.  Roosts in 
crevices in cliff faces, 
high buildings, trees and 
tunnels. 

U – The nearest CNDDB 
record is 3.7± miles from the 
project site.  The project site 
lacks the species preferred 
high cliffs, tunnels and 
buildings for roosting sites of 
appropriate height to fill the 
large wingspan of the species 
for take-off.   While tree 
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Species Status 
Preferred 
habitat(s)/a/ 

Likelihood to Occur on 
Site  

O= Present on Site (Occupied) 
U = Unlikely to Occur 

P = Potential to Occur 
crevices are present, they are 
not present in combination 
with preferred semi-arid to 
arid habitat.   Neither the 
species nor evidence of the 
species was identified during 
surveys.   The species is, 
therefore,  not expected to 
occur. 

 

Based on biological studies conducted over the past 12 years in the same project footprint (and 
surrounding areas) by the project biologist, the conclusion of the Biological Study Report for the 
project related to bats is reiterated.   However, because preconstruction surveys for bats already 
are required, the addition of CDFW’s recommendation to include all four bat species is easily 
accommodated.  It is noted, however, that the mitigation measure for the project is generic and 
refers only to preconstruction surveys for bats, rather than for a specific bat species; 
amendments to the text only, rather than the mitigation measure are made as follows to the 
Biological Study Report:   

Bats 
The following bat species has the potential to occur within the BSA (see Table 2): 
 
Spotted bat (Euderma maculatum) 
This bat is a CDFW species of special concern and at high-risk per the Western Bat Working 
Group.  It occupies a wide variety of habitats from arid deserts and grasslands through mixed 
conifer forests.  The bat feeds over water and along washes almost entirely on moths.  The 
species needs rock crevices or caves for roosting. The nearest CNDDB record occurs more 
than seven miles from the project site.  The species was not identified during surveys; however, 
given the wide variety of habitats suited to the species (mixed conifer, and presence of lake for 
foraging), it could roost and/or forage within the project boundaries.  To ensure that no impacts 
to this species may occur, the following is required:    

CDFW further recommends that the following be extended to include, in addition to the spotted 
bat; Western mastiff bats, pallid bats, and Townsend’s big-eared bats; although evaluations 
indicate they are unlikely to occur.    The following mitigation therefore, is applicable to spotted 
bats, Western mastiff bats, pallid bats, and Townsend’s big-eared bats:   

Avoidance and Minimization Measure BIO-12:  Preconstruction Surveys Suitable 
Bat Roosting (or Nursery) Areas & Provisions for Protection, if Identified 
At least 15 days before commencing ground-disturbing activities between April and 
September of the construction year, a qualified biologist will survey snags, trees, rock 
crevices and other suitable cavities and structures in the BSA for roosting bats or bat 
nurseries.   If bats are not found and there is no evidence of bat use, construction may 
proceed.  If bats are found or evidence of use by bats is present, CDFW shall be consulted 
for guidance on measures to avoid or minimize disturbance to the colony or nursery.  
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Subject to CDFW approval, measures may include excluding bats from roosts before 
construction begins.    
 

Avoidance and Minimization Measure BIO-13:  Hours of Construction.  
Project construction shall be limited to 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. unless an emergency 
situation exists.   
 

Avoidance and Minimization Measure BIO-7:  Environmental Awareness Training 
 

Proper implementation of the preceding is expected to minimize or avoid impacts to bat species  
to a level of less than significant. 

Comment 4G:   Regardless of the Alternative Selected, Special Status Plant Surveys 
should be conducted by a qualified biologist in accordance with 2018 CDFW Protocols. 

Response to Comment 4G:   
It is noted that CDFW’s responses are confined to the IS/MND, but do not make reference to the 
more detailed Biological Study Report (APA, January 2024) prepared for the project and 
incorporated by reference in the IS/MND.   That report addresses several of the issues raised by 
CDFW, including methodologies and evaluations of additional individual species.   The District is 
providing a copy of the Biological Study Report to CDFW in conjunction with these responses. 

All potential special status plant species were surveyed for by a qualified biologist.    As stated 
in the Biological Study Report: 

Site Surveys: 
Site surveys were conducted by foot on the following dates: 4/23/23, 5/13/23, and 6/11/23. 
Surveys were conducted using Nikon Monarch M7 8 X 42 binoculars, Nikon D3300 digital 
camera (18- 55mm and 70-300mm lens), and standard field and collection supplies. 

 
Botanical surveys 
Surveys were conducted on foot. Photos of representative vegetation were taken throughout 
the surveys.  Where species were not readily identified in the field, plant specimens were 
inspected with a hand lens, sketched and, if necessary, collected and preserved then keyed 
in-house using a dissecting microscope and Jepson Manual. 

 
The Biological Study Report is hereby amended as follows to clarify that 2018 CDFW Protocols 
were applied in botanical surveys.   
 

Botanical surveys 
Surveys were conducted on foot. Photos of representative vegetation were taken throughout 
the surveys.  Where species were not readily identified in the field, plant specimens were 
inspected with a hand lens, sketched and, if necessary, collected and preserved then keyed 
in-house using a dissecting microscope and Jepson Manual. 
 
Botanical surveys were surveyed a minimum of three times throughout the blooming period 
of potentially occurring special status plant species.   Blooming periods were determined 
based on biologist experience, CalFlora, the California Native Plant Society Rare Plant 
Inventory, and observations of blooming periods of known populations of the same species 
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in the project vicinity by the project biologist.   All suitable habitats were surveyed on foot on 
multiple occasions.   The USDA NRCS Soils maps were studied to determine potential soils 
supporting special status plants. 

 

Based on biological studies conducted over the past 12 years in the same project footprint (and 
surrounding areas) by the project biologist, the conclusion of the Biological Study Report for the 
project related to special status plants is reiterated.    

It is further noted that the project biologist has, in fact, identified several special status plant 
species in close proximity to the site over many years.   However, the locations of these 
previously identified populations are near, but lack the same soil characteristics, of the project 
site (e.g., a volcanic ridge is located outside the project footprint, but adjacent and supports 
numerous special status plant species). 

Based on the preceding, no changes to the IS/MND or additional changes to the Biological 
Study Report are proposed. 

Comment 4H:  Only the 64 plant species identified in the Native Plant Protection Act may 
rely on seed collection as adequate mitigation.  Tomkins Sedge and Mountain Lady’s 
Slipper are not included in that list.   Therefore, additional mitigation is recommended. 

Response to Comment 4H:    The following mitigation measures are hereby incorporated into 
the IS/MND and Biological Study Report as follows: 

Expanded Alternative Project BIO-A 
If the Expanded Alternative Project is pursued, a qualified biologist shall conduct a 
preconstruction survey for special-status plant species within 30 days prior to construction, 
during the appropriate blooming period within areas of suitable habitat within the Expanded 
Alternative Project area.  If Tompkins sedge or Mountain lady’s slipper or any other special-
status plant species are not found, then no further measures are necessary.  If Tompkins sedge 
or Mountain lady’s slipper or other special-status plant species  are observed, consultation with 
CDFW will occur.   For species listed pursuant to the California Endangered Species Act and 
Native Plant Protection Act; if take cannot be avoided, the project will obtain an incidental take 
permit pursuant to Fish and Game Code Section 2018(b) and/or California Code of Regulations, 
Title 14, Section 786.9(b) to comply with CESA and the NPPA. 
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Comment 4I:  Lack of CNDDB records does not indicate species absence where suitable 
habitat exists.   Surveys by qualified biologists/botanists in accordance with CDFW 
survey protocols are recommended.    

Response to Comment 4I: 
Comment editorial or suggested, no response required.  However, a qualified biologist/botanist 
conducted surveys in accordance with CDFW protocols—see Biological Study Report.   

Comment 4J:   Special status species identified in the IS/MND should be recorded in the 
California Natural Diversity Database. 

Response to Comment 4J: 
Comment editorial or suggested, no response required.  However, special status species 
identified on site will be entered into the CNDDB.   

Comment 4K:  A CDFW Filing fee is required for IS/MNDs. 

Response to Comment 4K:   
The applicable fee will be paid in conjunction with filing a Notice of Determination. 

Comment 4L:   Thank you for coordination, contact information. 

Response to Comment 4L: 
Comment noted, no response required. 

Comment 4M:  References cited. 

Response to Comment 4M: 
Comment noted, no response required. 

Comment 4N:  Summary of Recommendations 

Response to Comment 4N: 
See responses to Comments 4D-4H. 
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