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755 E. Magnolia Street, ca. 1930 (California Department  

of Finance Historical Record) 
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1930 aerial photograph showing original footprint of 755 E. Magnolia Street,  

outlined in red(1930 UCSB Library, Geospatial Collection FrameFinder,  
Flight c-975az, Frame 200) 
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1949 aerial photograph showing expanded footprint of 755 E. Magnolia Street,  
outlined in red; this reflects the building’s current footprint (1949 UCSB Library,  

Geospatial Collection FrameFinder Flight c-13570-4, Frame 29) 
 

 

 



Page  1    of   15 *Resource Name or #: (Assigned by recorder)    805 E. Acacia Street                        
P1. Other Identifier:                                                                             
 

 

DPR 523A (9/2013) *Required information 

State of California  The Resources Agency   Primary #      
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #  

PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial      
       NRHP Status Code  
    Other Listings       
    Review Code           Reviewer                  Date                   

*P2. Location:  �  Not for Publication       Unrestricted   
 *a.  County    San Joaquin                   and (P2c, P2e, and P2b or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 
 *b. USGS 7.5' Quad  Stockton West  Date   2018   T   ; R    ;    � of    � of Sec   ;      B.M. 

c.  Address    805 E. Acacia Street             City     Stockton                   Zip   95202             
d.  UTM: (Give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone 10S,  651072  mE/   4203182  mN 

 e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, decimal degrees, etc., as appropriate)   
  APN: 139-210-080-000 
 
*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and 

boundaries) 
805 E. Acacia Street is a two-story-over-raised-basement irregular-plan building clad in rough textured stucco and capped 
with a hipped roof covered in red clay tiles. Fenestration consists of replacement aluminum fixed and sliding windows in 
original openings at the first floor and original multi-lite and undivided fixed, casement, and double-hung wood windows at 
the second floor unless otherwise noted. The primary (west) façade is largely symmetrically arranged. Three entrances are 
located at the north, center, and south portions of the façade: the north entrance is a partially glazed wood door sheltered 
by a small shed-roof porch covered in red clay tile and supported by shaped brackets; the central entrance is a broad, 
unglazed wood door sheltered by a shed-roof porch covered in red clay tile and supported by large, fluted Tuscan order 
columns; and the south entrance is a metal utilitarian door accessed by a short concrete stair. (See continuation sheet.) 

 
*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List 
attributes and codes)  HP41. Hospital           
*P4. Resources Present:  Building  
� Structure � Object � Site � District � 
Element of District � Other 
P5b. Description of Photo: (view, 
date, accession #)   West façade, view 
southeast (ARG, May 2021)                 
*P6. Date Constructed/Age and 
Source:Historic �Prehistoric �Both 
 1914 (CSUS Facilities, Planning and 
Operations Department)                   
*P7. Owner and Address: 
State of California, c/o Trustees of        
California State University, 401 Golden 
Shore, Long Beach, CA 90802                
*P8. Recorded by: (Name, affiliation, 
and address) Architectural Resources 
Group (ARG), Pier 9, The Embarcadero, 
Suite 107, San Francisco, CA 94111           
**P9. Date Recorded: August 25, 
2021   
 

*P10. Survey Type: (Describe) Intensive       
*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")  
ARG, “CSU Stanislaus Stockton Campus Historic Resource Evaluation,” prepared for Grupe Huber, August 25, 2021; 
ARG, “Stockton State Hospital District,” Department of Parks and Recreation 523D (District Record), August 25, 2021.  
*Attachments: �NONE  �Location Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record 
�Archaeological Record  �District Record  �Linear Feature Record  �Milling Station Record  �Rock Art Record   
�Artifact Record  �Photograph Record   � Other (List):                                                   

P5a.  Photograph or Drawing (Photograph required for buildings, structures, and objects.)  

I 

-
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DPR 523B (9/2013) *Required information 

State of California  The Resources Agency  Primary #                                         
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#                                            

BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD  

(This space reserved for official comments.)  

  

B1. Historic Name:                                                                           
B2. Common Name:    805 E. Acacia Street                                                           
B3. Original Use:    Men’s ward/patient housing                  B4.  Present Use:    Unknown                  
*B5. Architectural Style:  Craftsman                                               
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations) 

The building was constructed in 1914 as a men’s ward for Stockton State Hospital (CSUS Facilities, Planning, and Operations 
Department, 1996). Based on review of historic and contemporary photographs and a site visit in May 2021, alterations 
include removal of all first-floor windows and replacement with aluminum windows; installation of a new entry door at the 
south side of the primary (west) façade; a one-story addition at the south side of the rear (east) façade, and alterations to 
some window openings at the rear (east) façade.  

 

*B7. Moved? No   �Yes   �Unknown   Date:                     Original Location:                   
*B8. Related Features: None 
 
 
 
B9a. Architect:     Office of the State Architect                        b. Builder:   Unknown                      
*B10. Significance:  Theme   Architecture                        Area     Hospital Design         
 Period of Significance       1914-1938      Property Type   Hospital       Applicable Criteria     C/3/3    

(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope. Also address  
integrity.) 

 
In 1851, the California State legislature passed a bill funding the establishment of three state hospitals for the indigent sick, 
to be located in San Francisco, Sacramento, and Stockton. By the close of 1851, the Stockton State Hospital was providing 
accommodations for mentally ill persons, in a small wooden building at the corner of El Dorado and Market streets with 
approximately twelve rooms (see continuation sheet). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)                                               
*B12. References: 
 
 See continuation sheet. 
 
B13. Remarks: 
 
 
 
*B14. Evaluator:   Architectural Resources Group, Inc.                                                                

*Date of Evaluation: August 25, 2021                   

N 
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*P3a. Description (continued): 

Two two-story projecting volumes have a canted bay profile and windows at all sides. The 
remainder of the primary (west) façade includes regularly arranged near-continuous typical 
windows.  

The narrow south façade includes vented openings at the basement level and regularly arranged 
windows at both floor levels. The narrow north façade includes one double-hung window at the 
first floor and a tripartite window at the second floor.  

The rear (east) façade expresses the building’s irregular footprint. Two two-story projecting 
volumes at north and south align with the canted bay volumes at the primary (west) façade; 
directly north and south of these volumes are additional entry bays consisting of multi-lite wood 
entry doors at the first floor which are sheltered by small shed-roof porches covered in red clay tile 
and supported by shaped brackets, and double-height multi-lite wood windows at the second 
floor. The southern volume includes a one-story addition at its north side that is capped with a flat 
roof that supports large, partially enclosed HVAC components. Fenestration at this addition 
includes an above-grade fully glazed aluminum entry door accessed via a concrete stair, and large 
aluminum fixed and sliding windows. The remainder of the rear (east) façade includes regularly 
arranged typical fenestration, although some first-floor areas the projecting volumes have been 
blinded or include small sliding windows. Three additional partially glazed metal entry doors are 
located at the north and south portion of the rear (east) façade. All façades terminate with a 
moderate eave overhang enclosed by stucco and ornamented with wood moldings and shaped 
vents. 

B10. Significance (continued):   

In 1851, the California State legislature passed a bill funding the establishment of three state hospitals 
for the indigent sick, to be located in San Francisco, Sacramento, and Stockton. By the close of 1851, the 
Stockton State Hospital had opened at the corner of El Dorado and Market streets with approximately 
twelve rooms.1 Due to overcrowded conditions in many hospitals throughout California, the State 
legislature passed a law in 1852 mandating the separation of physically ill patients from those with 
mental illnesses. The mandate quickly led to acute overcrowding at the small Stockton facility, which 
was ordered to close in 1853 when the legislature created a new, alternative institution, to be called the 
Insane Asylum of the State of California. Stockton was selected to be the site of the new institution, in 
part due to its climate and proximity to San Francisco, Sacramento, and the state’s active mining areas. 

 
1 Architectural Resources Group, Inc. (ARG), “California State University, Stanislaus – Stockton Center, Former Stockton 
Development Center Cultural Resources Survey,” prepared for the City of Stockton, April 27, 2000 (revised), 10.  
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However, the selection was most directly secured by the contribution by Stockton’s founder Charles M. 
Weber of 100 undeveloped acres on which to build. This site, located several blocks north of the 
downtown district, became the campus of the Insane Asylum of the State of California. The facility 
opened to accept its first 272 patients on October 8, 1853 and was the first publicly funded psychiatric 
facility west of the Mississippi River.2 

At its opening, the facility consisted of one two-story brick building (no longer extant) located at the 
corner of Grant and Flora streets. This building expanded with the construction of three- and four-story 
wings in 1854, 1855, and 1857. This original building and the other major buildings constructed at the 
Insane Asylum of California during the nineteenth century were planned according to the Kirkbride Plan 
and based on the so-called “moral theory” of care, in which containment in an orderly, peaceful 
environment and exposure to natural light and air circulation were considered crucial to caring for and 
potentially healing the mentally ill. Hospitals designed using the Kirkbride Plan were large buildings with 
a formal, imposing primary façade and a narrow, stepped, linear footprint with staggered wings 
extending outward from the center.3 Interior arrangement saw administration, kitchens, public and 
reception areas, and apartments for the superintendent's family at the center of the building, and 
patient wards in the extending wings. Hospital staff was housed on-site, either within main building or in 
freestanding residences. Kirkbride also stressed the importance of a spacious natural or designed 
landscape around an asylum facility, including farmland where possible, all of which could be 
maintained in some cases by select patients.4  

Around the turn of the twentieth century, the Kirkbride Plan and the moral theory of care were eclipsed 
by newer approaches to mental health care treatment, which focused on somatic treatments, 
occupational therapies, and, towards the end of the period, psychoanalysis. As treatment modalities 
shifted, new construction at the Stockton State Hospital took different forms, which generally reflected 
the “cottage plan” design, wherein smaller, dispersed buildings replaced the larger, unified buildings of 
the Kirkbride Plan. The cottage plan continued to accommodate access to natural light, air circulation, 
and greenery, but constructed residential wards with more traditionally residential features and 
finishes, and separated non-residential activities, including occupational therapy and patient care, into 
stand-alone, purpose-built buildings.5 A typical cottage plan building was one or two stories and 
contained a single specialized ward, where same-gender patients experiencing similar degrees of mental 
illness could  be housed together. The scale of these buildings, along with their somewhat informal 

 
2 ARG, “Cultural Resources Survey,” 10. 
3 Carla Yanni, The Architecture of Madness: Insane Asylums in the United States (Minneapolis, MN: The University of Minnesota 
Press, 2007) 51-78 
4 Yanni, The Architecture of Madness, 51-78 
5 Dave Smith and Justin Jones, “Ahead of Its Time: The Stockton State Mental Asylum from the 1890’s to 1920’s,” published 
online, accessed July 14, 2021 at http://www.toddlertime.com/advocacy/hospitals/Asylum/stockton-state.htm. 
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arrangement along tree-lined streets, gave mental health care facilities constructed according to the 
cottage plan design a campus-like setting, and represented a major shift away from the imposing 
institutional character of earlier-constructed facilities. 

805 E. Acacia Street was constructed in 1914 to serve as a men’s ward at Stockton State Hospital.6 
It is the oldest extant patient care building on the former site of the hospital and reflects the shift to 
“cottage plan” design that took place after the turn of the twentieth century. The building was 
designed by the Office of the State Architect, directed by State Architect George B. McDougall from 
1913 through 1938; research has not uncovered specific architectural attribution for the building. The 
building is designed in the Craftsman style. Available archival records, including local newspapers, 
city directories, and census records, did not provide information about any patients who resided at 
this property – people who lived and worked at Stockton State Hospital were generally listed under 
the unspecific address of “State Hospital.” 

Architectural Context: Craftsman 

The Craftsman style first originated in California in the early twentieth century as a direct response to 
the English Arts and Crafts movement, which sought to highlight the craftsmanship of skilled laborers 
while embracing the simplicity of a pre-industrial time. Craftsmanship as the hallmark of the style is 
often reflected in the use of wood construction; projecting eaves and overhanging gables with exposed 
rafters; open porches with heavy square porch columns; and an extension of the Craftsman aesthetic 
into furniture, fixture, and landscape designs.7 In 1903, brothers Charles Sumner Greene and Henry 
Mather Greene of the Pasadena-based architectural firm, Greene and Greene, began designing many of 
the early Craftsman residences that would serve as precursors of the style. In 1908, Greene and Greene 
designed the Gamble House in Pasadena, one of the earliest and most notable high style examples of 
Craftsman architecture in the country. In addition to the English Arts and Crafts movement, architects 
producing Craftsman designs were also influenced by architecture found throughout Europe as well as 
intricate and detailed wood structures in Japan—ultimately bringing a measure of eclecticism to the 

 
6 California State University, Stanislaus Facilities, Planning, and Operations Department, “Facilities of the Stockton 
Developmental Center,” March 1996. 
7 Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission, “Bungalow/Craftsman Style 1900 – 1930,” published online at the website of 
the Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission, accessed June 15, 2021 at 
http://www.phmc.state.pa.us/portal/communities/architecture/styles/bungalow.html; Teresa Grimes, “Context: Architecture 
and Engineering; Theme: Arts and Crafts Movement, 1895-1930; Theme: Housing the Masses, 1880-1980; Sub-Theme: Arts and 
Crafts Neighborhoods, 1890-1930,” SurveyLA Los Angeles Citywide Historic Context Statement, prepared for the City of Los 
Angeles, Department of City Planning, Office of Historic Resources, June 2016, accessed June 15, 2021 at  
https://planning.lacity.org/odocument/18037253-197d-483a-8b13-c85fcd553fe8/ArtsandCraftsMovement_1895-1930.pdf. 

http://www.phmc.state.pa.us/portal/communities/architecture/styles/bungalow.html
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style.8 While Craftsman homes were most prevalent in California, the style was predominantly used for 
smaller residences throughout the country from approximately 1905 to 1930. The Craftsman style is 
often defined by rectangular or complex plans; a low pitched, gabled roof with wide, overhanging and 
unenclosed eaves; decorative beams or braces beneath gables; full or partial-width porches with 
tapered square support columns extending to the ground level; and comprise of one or one and one-
half stories in height, with some two story examples.9 Plans for Craftsman bungalows became widely 
publicized across nationally syndicated magazines and publications, helping to create a market for house 
plans, sometimes offering pre-cut packages of lumber and detailing to be assembled by local laborers. 
As a result, the one-story Craftsman bungalow—also referred to as the “California bungalow”—became 
a ubiquitous architectural subtype across America. However, high style examples with custom-designed 
details such as elaborate woodwork, stained glass, and other fixtures, remained largely concentrated on 
the West Coast.10 

California State Architect George B. McDougall 

Construction of 805 E. Acacia Street was overseen by California State Architect George B. 
McDougall, who served as State Architect from 1913 through 1938.11 During the period that the building 
was designed, there were fewer than thirty employees working in the Office of the State Architect.12 
George Barnett McDougall was born in San Francisco in 1868.13 His father Barnett McDougall moved to 
San Francisco in 1856 and was a prolific architect and builder. Barnett McDougall trained his son George, 
along with two other sons, Charles, and Benjamin: together, they practiced in San Francisco as B. 
McDougall & Sons until 1897, when the three brothers established the firm McDougall Brothers, 
Architects.14 George B. McDougall was operating as a junior partner in his family’s firm when selected to 
serve as State Architect in 1913. In 1921, he advanced to become the Chief of the Department of 
Architecture. George B. McDougall served as State Architect for twenty-five years, during a period of 
immense growth in both the State of California and the department of the State Architect. Among the 
many projects built under his name, notable works included several piers and bulkheads along the 
Embarcadero in San Francisco (1912-1915); California State Normal Schools (Teachers Colleges) in 

 
8 Teresa Grimes, “Context: Architecture and Engineering; Theme: Arts and Crafts Movement, 1895-1930; Theme: Housing the 
Masses, 1880-1980; Sub-Theme: Arts and Crafts Neighborhoods, 1890-1930.”  
9 Virginia and Lee McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses (New York: Knopf, 2013) 567. 
10 McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses, 578. 
11 Page & Turnbull, Inc., “Agnews State Hospital Historic American Building Survey [HABS],” in the collection of the Library of 
Congress, HABS No. CA-2710, 2016, 7. 
12 Page & Turnbull, Inc., “Agnews State Hospital Historic American Building Survey HABS,” 8. 
13 Pacific Coast Architectural Database (PCAD), “George Barnett McDougall (Architect),” website of the Pacific Coast 
Architectural Database (PCAD), accessed July 26, 2021 at http://pcad.lib.washington.edu/person/1839/.  
14 John Edward Powell, “McDougall Bros.,” published at the website of A Guide to Historic Architecture in Fresno, California, 
accessed July 26, 2021 at http://historicfresno.org/bio/mcdougal.htm.  

http://pcad.lib.washington.edu/person/1839/
http://historicfresno.org/bio/mcdougal.htm
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Fresno (1915), San Francisco (1924-1935) and San Diego (1935); the California State Printing Office in 
Sacramento (1922), and buildings at state hospitals including Stockton, Mendocino, Agnews (Santa 
Clara) and Patton (San Bernadino). McDougall’s influence was noted as “encouraging … the trend of our 
State architects to improve upon the architecture of State institutional buildings, adopting a style that is 
in keeping with climatic conditions and natural environment.”15 Many of these works were executed in 
the Spanish Colonial Revival or Mediterranean Revival style, which was widely popular in California from 
the 1910s through the 1930s. George B McDougall retired from his post in 1938, and died in Marin 
County, California in 1957.16  

Current Historic Status 

805 E. Acacia Street a contributor to California Registered Historical Landmark No. 1016, which was 
designated as the Stockton Developmental Center District in 1995; this district was automatically placed 
on the California Register of Historical Resources (California Register) in 1996, when all California State 
Historical Landmarks above No. 770 were placed on the California Register. In 1997 the California State 
Historic Preservation Officer confirmed that the boundaries of the California Landmark/California 
Register-listed historic district conform to the historic boundaries of the site of the Stockton 
Development Center campus, and that buildings within the boundaries of the historic district that were 
more than fifty years old at the time of the California Landmark listing (i.e., buildings constructed before 
1945) would be considered contributors to the historic district.17  

In 2000, ARG completed a Cultural Resources Survey (CRS) for the CSU Stanislaus, Stockton Campus for 
the City of Stockton. The CRS determined that a historic district was present at the CSU Stanislaus, 
Stockton Campus that was eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (National Register), 
California Register, and Stockton Historic Register, with 805 E. Acacia Street included as a contributing 
property.18 The findings of the CRS were not used to initiate listing the district on the National Register 
or Stockton Historic Register, nor were they used to officially update the California Register listing. 

Evaluation 

805 E. Acacia Street is evaluated here for individual eligibility for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places (National Register), California Register of Historical Resources (California Register), as a 
California Historical Landmark, and for eligibility for listing on the Stockton Historic Register. It is also 

 
15 Frederick Hamilton, “Tower, California School for the Blind, Berkeley,” Architect and Engineer, February 1932; reprinted in 
Page & Turnbull, “55 Laguna Street, San Francisco HABS Level II Documentation,” prepared for the City of San Francisco, 2012.  
16 PCAD, “George Barnett McDougall (Architect).” 
17 Daniel Abeyta writing for Cherilyn Widell, State Historic Preservation Officer, correspondence with Wendy Goff, Associate 
Planner, Real Estate Services Division, Project Management Division, Sacramento, CA, dated August 13, 1997.  
18 ARG, “Cultural Resources Survey,” 3-4. 
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evaluated as a contributor to the Stockton State Hospital District, which was the only district found 
eligible for the National, California, and Stockton Historic registers in the evaluation conducted for a DPR 
523D form completed in conjunction with this 523B form.19 The evaluative framework for these findings 
is detailed in “CSU Stanislaus Stockton Campus Historic Resource Evaluation,” prepared by ARG, Inc. for 
Grupe Huber, August 25, 2021.  

National Register/California Register  

The National Register criteria form the basis for the California Register criteria, and are evaluated 
together here. 

Criterion A/1: 805 E. Acacia Street was constructed in 1914 as a men’s ward at Stockton State 
Hospital. It is the oldest extant patient care building on the former site of the hospital and 
reflects the shift to “cottage plan” design that took place after the turn of the twentieth century. 
Research does not indicate that any discrete historically significant events have taken place at 
the building. While the building was part of the general pattern of mental health care in 
California and of the shift to “cottage plan” design at hospitals and other institutional care 
facilities after the turn of the twentieth century, the building does not have an individual 
association with these patterns, such as being the first of its type or influential upon later 
construction, such that it would be individually eligible for the National or California Register. 
For this reason, 805 E. Acacia Street is not eligible for the National or California Register under 
Criterion A/1. 

Criterion B/2: 805 E. Acacia Street was constructed as a men’s ward and housed a series of 
patients at Stockton State Hospital. Available archival records, including local newspapers, 
city directories, and census records, did not provide information about any patients who 
resided at this property – people who lived and worked at Stockton State Hospital were 
generally listed under the unspecific address of “State Hospital.” For these reasons, the 
building is not eligible for the National or California Register under Criterion B/2. 

Criterion C/3: 805 E. Acacia Street is designed in the Craftsman style and displays some of the 
basic character-defining features of the style including a generally rectangular plan low pitched 
roof; projecting eaves; multi-lite wood windows in groupings; and porch columns. However, the 
building lacks other character-defining features of the style including expressive use of wood; 
overhanging gables; exposed rafters; decorative beams or braces beneath gables; and full or 
partial-width porches. The building has undergone some alterations including removal of all 

 
19 ARG, “Stockton State Hospital District,” Department of Parks and Recreation 523D (District Record), August 2021. 
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windows at the first floor and additions and alterations to the rear (east) façade, which diminish 
its ability to convey its architectural style. The building was designed by the Office of the State 
Architect which was overseen at the time of its construction by George B. McDougall, although 
direct attribution has not been found. Nor does the building possess high artistic value. For 
these reasons, the building is not eligible for the National or California Register under Criterion 
C/3. 

Criterion D/4: This criterion is generally applied to archaeological resources, and the evaluation 
of the property for eligibility under this criterion was beyond the scope of this study. 

California Historical Landmark 
 
To be eligible for listing as a California Historical Landmark, a property or district must be of statewide 
historical importance to California and meet one of three evaluative requirements.   
 

Requirement 1: 805 E. Acacia Street is not the first, last, only, or most significant historical 
multi-unit or group residential building in the Northern California region. Therefore, the 
building is not eligible as a California Historical Landmark under Requirement 1. 

Requirement 2: 805 E. Acacia Street is not associated with an individual or group having a 
profound influence on the history of California. For this reason, the site is not eligible as a 
California Historical Landmark under Requirement 2.  

Requirement 3: 805 E. Acacia Street is not outstanding example of Craftsman style 
architecture. It is not the work of a pioneer architect, designer, or master builder.  The 
building does not have excellent physical integrity. For these reasons, the building is not 
eligible as a California Historical Landmark under Requirement 3. 

Stockton Historic Register 

In considering an artifact, natural feature, or structure for individual listing in the Stockton Historic 
Register, the Stockton Cultural Heritage Board applies eleven evaluative criteria. 805 E. Acacia Street is 
not individually eligible for listing in the Stockton Historic Register under any of the eleven criteria: the 
building is not of archeological interest (Criterion 1); it does not display important architectural 
craftsmanship, style, type, or authorship (Criteria 2, 3, 4, and 10);  it is not the location of a historic 
event or pattern of events (Criteria 5 and 6); it does not represent an established and familiar historic 
feature  or have a specific relationship to another historic landmark (Criteria 7 and 8); it is not associated 
with a significant person (Criterion 9); and it is not an element of the natural environment that 
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contributes to the well-being of the people of the city, state, or Nation (Criterion 11).  For these reasons, 
the property is not eligible for listing on the Stockton Historic Register. 

National/California/Stockton Register-Eligible Stockton State Hospital District 

The Stockton State Hospital District has been identified through research and evaluation conducted for 
the CSU Stanislaus Stockton Campus Historic Resource Evaluation, completed by ARG in August 2021. 
The district is eligible for the National, California, and Stockton Historic registers under Criterion C/3/3, 
as a distinguishable entity that conveys the “cottage plan” design movement that emerged at hospitals 
and institutional care facilities after the turn of the twentieth century. The period of significance for this 
finding is 1914-1938, reflecting the range of years during which the buildings that reflect the cottage 
plan were constructed. 

805 E. Acacia Street was constructed in 1914, within the period of significance for the Stockton State 
Hospital District. The building was the first extant building at the site to be constructed during this 
period and was bult to serve as a men’s ward. The building reflects the smaller scale, informal 
arrangement, “residential” feel, and purpose-built use that characterize the cottage plan. For these 
reasons, 805 E. Acacia Street is a contributor to the Stockton State Hospital District. 

Integrity Assessment 

Based on a review of historic and contemporary photographs and a site visit in May 2021, alterations 
include removal of all first-floor windows and replacement with aluminum windows; installation of a 
new entry door at the south side of the primary (west) façade; a one-story addition at the south side of 
the rear (east) façade, and alterations to some window openings at the rear (east) façade. The building 
has not been moved and retains integrity of location. Integrity of design, materials, and workmanship is 
slightly diminished due to the removal of some original windows, construction of a new door, 
construction of the one-story addition, and some changes to window openings. The building retains 
integrity of setting, feeling, and association because its surroundings are largely unchanged, it generally 
reflects its historic appearance, and it remains generally configured for the use for which it was 
constructed (although long vacant). ARG concludes that despite slightly diminished integrity of design, 
materials, and workmanship, the subject property retains sufficient integrity to convey its historical 
appearance and any potential historic significance. 

Conclusion 

805 E. Acacia Street is not individually eligible for listing in the National Register, the California Register, 
as a California Historical Landmark, or on the Stockton Historic Register. The building is eligible for listing 
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in the National, California, and Stockton Historic registers a contributor to the 
National/California/Stockton Register-eligible Stockton State Hospital District. 
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West façade, view southeast (ARG, May 2021) 
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South façade, view north (ARG, May 2021) 

 
North façade, view south (ARG, May 2021) 
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East façade, south portion, view northwest (ARG, May 2021) 

 
East façade, south portion, view west (ARG, May 2021) 
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East façade, north portion (ARG, May 2021) 

 
805 E. Acacia Street, ca. 1930  

(California Department of Finance Historical Record) 

1'1 II 
II 



Page  1 of  17 *Resource Name or #: (Assigned by recorder)  805 E. Magnolia Street
P1. Other Identifier:  

DPR 523A (9/2013) *Required information

State of California  The Resources Agency Primary #
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI #  

PRIMARY RECORD  Trinomial

NRHP Status Code 
Other Listings 
Review Code Reviewer Date 

*P2. Location:  �  Not for Publication       Unrestricted 
*a.  County    San Joaquin  and (P2c, P2e, and P2b or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 
*b. USGS 7.5' Quad  Stockton West  Date  2018  T   ; R    ;    � of    � of Sec   ; B.M. 
c. Address 805 E. Magnolia Street   City    Stockton   Zip   95202
d. UTM: (Give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone 10S,  651945  mE/   4203483  mN
e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, decimal degrees, etc., as appropriate)

APN: 139-210-080-000

*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and
boundaries)
805 E. Magnolia Street is a two-story L-plan building clad in rough stucco and capped with an intersecting gable roof with 
hipped components and covered with slate shingles. Windows are multi-lite metal sash fixed and casement unless noted 
otherwise. The primary (south) façade is asymmetrically arranged with the primary entrance at far west, comprising heavy 
wood panel doors with an arched transom with leaded divided lites, set within a projecting gable-roofed entry porch which 
also shelters a small window with decorative wrought iron bars. The entry porch includes a large drop arched opening with 
false quoins, and simple drop arched openings at its sides, and is accessed via a broad concrete stair, which, along with the 
porch surface, is scored to resemble flagstone paving. (See continuation sheet.) 

*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List
attributes and codes) HP41. Hospital    
*P4. Resources Present:  Building
� Structure � Object � Site � District � 
Element of District � Other 
P5b. Description of Photo: (view, 
date, accession #)   South façade, view 
northwest (ARG, May 2021).
*P6. Date Constructed/Age and
Source:Historic �Prehistoric �Both

1931 (CSUS Facilities, Planning and
Operations Department)    
*P7. Owner and Address:
State of California, c/o Trustees of 
California State University, 401 Golden 
Shore, Long Beach, CA 90802 
*P8. Recorded by: (Name, affiliation,
and address) Architectural Resources 
Group (ARG), Pier 9, The Embarcadero, 
Suite 107, San Francisco, CA 94111     
*P9. Date Recorded: August 25, 2021
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe)
Intensive 

*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")
ARG, “CSU Stanislaus Stockton Campus Historic Resource Evaluation,” prepared for Grupe Huber, August 25, 2021; 
ARG, “Stockton State Hospital District,” Department of Parks and Recreation 523D (District Record), August 25, 2021.
*Attachments: �NONE  �Location Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record
�Archaeological Record  �District Record  �Linear Feature Record  �Milling Station Record  �Rock Art Record 
�Artifact Record  �Photograph Record   � Other (List):  

P5a.  Photograph or Drawing (Photograph required for buildings, structures, and objects.)  



*Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)  805 E. Magnolia Street ____*NRHP Status Code   3B
Page   2   of   17

DPR 523B (9/2013) *Required information

State of California  The Resources Agency  Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#  

BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 

(This space reserved for official comments.)  

B1. Historic Name:   805 E. Magnolia Street  
B2. Common Name:   805 E. Magnolia Street  
B3. Original Use:   Kitchen/Bakery/Dining Facility   B4.  Present Use:  Vacant  
*B5. Architectural Style:  Tudor Revival

*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations)
The building was constructed in 1931 to serve as a kitchen and bakery for the hospital and dining hall for doctors, 
employees, and other staff of Stockton State Hospital (California Department of Developmental Services, 1996). Based on 
review of contemporary photographs, a site visit in May 2021, and information provided by Master Developer Grupe Huber, 
alterations are limited to some changes to windows and entrances at the rear (north) façade. 

*B7. Moved? No   �Yes   �Unknown   Date: Original Location:
*B8. Related Features: None.

B9a. Architect:   Office of the State Architect/Alfred Eichler/Peter L. Sala b. Builder: Unknown
*B10. Significance:  Theme   Architecture Area Hospital Design

Period of Significance  1914-1938    Property Type   Hospital/Lite Industrial   Applicable Criteria  C/3/3    
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope. Also address  
integrity.)

In 1851, the California State legislature passed a bill funding the establishment of three state hospitals for the indigent sick, 
to be located in San Francisco, Sacramento, and Stockton. By the close of 1851, the Stockton State Hospital was providing 
accommodations for mentally ill persons, in a small wooden building at the corner of El Dorado and Market streets with 
approximately twelve rooms (see continuation sheet).

B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  
*B12. References:

See continuation sheet.

B13. Remarks: 

*B14. Evaluator:   Architectural Resources Group
*Date of Evaluation:   August 25, 2021

N 
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P3a. Description (continued): 

The entry porch is located at a larger, front facing projecting gable which includes typical windows 
at all facets, and, at its peak, stucco vents arranged in a diamond pattern. West of the projecting 
gable the façade includes four typical windows regularly arranged. Directly east of the projecting 
gable, three recessed double-height multi-lite windows are located within a projecting volume 
capped by a steeply pitched hipped roof with two large stucco clad chimneys at the roofline, and 
two hipped dormers, each with one typical window. East of this volume, the remainder of the 
north façade includes typical windows regularly arranged singly and in groupings of three, and a 
gabled, half-timbered brick-clad oriel window supported by carved wood brackets with four 
contiguous typical windows. 

The narrow east façade includes three typical windows and square stucco vents at the first floor 
and two typical windows at the second floor, and terminates with a series of pipe vents at the 
gable peak. 

The west façade is asymmetrically arranged. The south portion of the façade includes a one-story 
front gable volume with typical windows regularly arranged at all facets and a large stucco 
chimney with dual ceramic pipe caps at the gable peak. Directly north of this volume, a recessed 
entry porch includes a half-glazed wood door and two typical windows, all with multi-lite transom 
windows and set within half-timbering with brick-clad spandrel panels. The porch is accessed via a 
short concrete stair and contemporary concrete ramp, and sheltered by a shed roof supported by 
wood posts and curved wood brackets. The roof above the porch includes a hipped dormer with 
one typical window. North of the porch, a circular tower includes one small typical window and 
terminates with a dentil-pattern molding and a conical roof with a small copper cupola. North of 
the tower, the façade includes four slightly recessed diamond-leaded metal casement windows 
with cinquefoil-arched leaded heads. The remainder of the west façade includes two pairs of small 
typical windows, and two additional hipped dormers, each with one typical window. 

The rear (north) façade is asymmetrically arranged and expresses the building’s L-plan footprint. A 
projecting front-gable volume at the far west includes two double-hung aluminum sash windows at 
the first floor, and three rectangular vents and decorative half-timbering at the gable front. The 
east facet of this volume includes regularly arranged typical windows and a recessed loading dock 
ornamented with arched wood brackets. The remainder of the north façade includes irregularly 
arranged typical windows and secondary entry doors. Two large front-gable volumes project out at 
center and at far east and each include recessed loading docks and irregular windows at the first 
floor and vents at the gable peaks. The hipped roof volume at the center of the building includes 
three large front-gabled dormers with square stucco vented openings, and two smaller hipped 
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dormers, each with one typical window. The rear (north) façade appears to be the location of 
utilitarian functions for the building and has undergone some alterations to window and door 
openings. All facades terminate with flush or moderate eaves. 

B10. Significance (continued):   

In 1851, the California State legislature passed a bill funding the establishment of three state hospitals 
for the indigent sick, to be located in San Francisco, Sacramento, and Stockton. By the close of 1851, the 
Stockton State Hospital had opened at the corner of El Dorado and Market streets with approximately 
twelve rooms.1 Due to overcrowded conditions in many hospitals throughout California, the State 
legislature passed a law in 1852 mandating the separation of physically ill patients from those with 
mental illnesses. The mandate quickly led to acute overcrowding at the small Stockton facility, which 
was ordered to close in 1853 when the legislature created a new, alternative institution, to be called the 
Insane Asylum of the State of California. Stockton was selected to be the site of the new institution, in 
part due to its climate and proximity to San Francisco, Sacramento, and the state’s active mining areas. 
However, the selection was most directly secured by the contribution by Stockton’s founder Charles M. 
Weber of 100 undeveloped acres on which to build. This site, located several blocks north of the 
downtown district, became the campus of the Insane Asylum of the State of California. The facility 
opened to accept its first 272 patients on October 8, 1853 and was the first publicly funded psychiatric 
facility west of the Mississippi River.2 

At its opening, the facility consisted of one two-story brick building (no longer extant) located at the 
corner of Grant and Flora streets. This building expanded with the construction of three- and four-story 
wings in 1854, 1855, and 1857. This original building and the other major buildings constructed at the 
Insane Asylum of California during the nineteenth century were planned according to the Kirkbride Plan 
and based on the so-called “moral theory” of care, in which containment in an orderly, peaceful 
environment and exposure to natural light and air circulation were considered crucial to caring for and 
potentially healing the mentally ill. Hospitals designed using the Kirkbride Plan were large buildings with 
a formal, imposing primary façade and a narrow, stepped, linear footprint with staggered wings 
extending outward from the center.3 Interior arrangement saw administration, kitchens, public and 
reception areas, and apartments for the superintendent's family at the center of the building, and 
patient wards in the extending wings. Hospital staff was housed on-site, either within main building or in 
freestanding residences. Kirkbride also stressed the importance of a spacious natural or designed 

 
1 Architectural Resources Group, Inc. (ARG), “California State University, Stanislaus – Stockton Center, Former Stockton 
Development Center Cultural Resources Survey,” prepared for the City of Stockton, April 27, 2000 (revised), 10.  
2 ARG, “Cultural Resources Survey,” 10. 
3 Carla Yanni, The Architecture of Madness: Insane Asylums in the United States (Minneapolis, MN: The University of Minnesota 
Press, 2007) 51-78 



 

DPR 523L (9/2013) 

State of California - The Resources Agency  Primary#                         
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #     
       Trinomial  

CONTINUATION SHEET     

Property Name: _ _ 805 E. Magnolia Street_______________________________________                     __________________ 

Page ___5__ of __17___ 

landscape around an asylum facility, including farmland where possible, all of which could be 
maintained in some cases by select patients.4  

Around the turn of the twentieth century, the Kirkbride Plan and the moral theory of care were eclipsed 
by newer approaches to mental health care treatment, which focused on somatic treatments, 
occupational therapies, and, towards the end of the period, psychoanalysis. As treatment modalities 
shifted, new construction at the Stockton State Hospital took different forms, which generally reflected 
the “cottage plan” design, wherein smaller, dispersed buildings replaced the larger, unified buildings of 
the Kirkbride Plan. The cottage plan continued to accommodate access to natural light, air circulation, 
and greenery, but constructed residential wards with more traditionally residential features and 
finishes, and separated non-residential activities, including occupational therapy and patient care, into 
stand-alone, purpose-built buildings.5 A typical cottage plan building was one or two stories and 
contained a single specialized ward, where same-gender patients experiencing similar degrees of mental 
illness could  be housed together. The scale of these buildings, along with their somewhat informal 
arrangement along tree-lined streets, gave mental health care facilities constructed according to the 
cottage plan design a campus-like setting, and represented a major shift away from the imposing 
institutional character of earlier-constructed facilities. 

805 E. Magnolia Street was constructed in 1931 to serve as a kitchen and bakery for the hospital 
and dining hall for doctors, employees, and other staff of Stockton State Hospital.6 The building 
reflects the shift to “cottage plan” design that took place after the turn of the twentieth century. The 
building was designed by the Office of the State Architect, and a drawing of the building is included 
in the archives of Alfred Eichler, who was an architectural designer within the Office of the State 
Architect from 1925 through 1963.7 Research completed for a previous evaluation indicated that 
Stockton architect Peter L. Sala contributed to the final design of the building.8 The building is 
designed in the Tudor Revival style. Available archival records, including local newspapers, city 
directories, and census records, did not provide any specific information about this building, other 
than its use through many years as the kitchen and bakery for the hospital and dining hall for 

 
4 Yanni, The Architecture of Madness, 51-78 
5 Dave Smith and Justin Jones, “Ahead of Its Time: The Stockton State Mental Asylum from the 1890’s to 1920’s,” published 
online, accessed July 14, 2021 at http://www.toddlertime.com/advocacy/hospitals/Asylum/stockton-state.htm. 
6 California State University, Stanislaus Facilities, Planning, and Operations Department, “Facilities of the Stockton 
Developmental Center,” March 1996; California Department of Developmental Services, “Stockton State Hospital and 
Developmental Center, 1853-1996,” Historical Landmark Dedication Walking Tour Brochure, May 17, 1996. 
7 “California State Archives, “Alfred Eichler Collection,” published online at the Online Archives of California, accessed July 23, 
2021 at http://exhibits.sos.ca.gov/collections/show/7. 
8 ARG, “Cultural Resources Survey,” Appendix A: DPRB Form for 805 E. Magnolia Street, no page. 
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doctors, employees, and other staff of Stockton State Hospital. The building was later used for 
offices and training programs and was referred to as the Volunteer Center in the 1990s.9  

Architectural Context: Tudor Revival 

The Tudor Revival style of architecture was most prevalent in the United States from 1890 to 1940. The 
style emerged after the turn of the twentieth century alongside other European-derived revival styles 
and reached its peak popularity in the United States in the 1920s and 1930s.10 The style was distinctive 
for its use of early English and Medieval building traditions and designs, including steeply pitched roofs, 
side gables, and half-timbered wall surfaces. The emergence of Tudor Revival traces back to an English 
domestic architecture movement rooted in the picturesque, informal, and rustic, which lasted from 
1850 to 1930.11 During that period, the Tudor Revival style gained popularity as it became increasingly 
replicated in Great Britain and the United States through pattern books, builder’s guides, and mail order 
catalogs.12 Earlier American models comprised of architect-designed landmarks which closely resembled 
the English high style examples influenced by late Medieval buildings with Renaissance detailing.13 
However, by the 1920s, simpler and less detailed iterations became increasingly common due to 
advancements in masonry veneering techniques, which allowed more modest examples to imitate the 
brick and stone cladding seen in earlier English designs. Common features of Tudor Revival buildings 
include irregular and asymmetrical massing; steep roofs with prominent front-facing gables and side 
gables; large chimneys crowned with decorative pots; decorative half-timbering; exteriors clad in stucco, 
brick, or stone, with some wood; tall, narrow windows divided into many panes; and front doors or 
entry porches with round or Tudor arched surrounds. While Tudor Revival buildings were united by 
these character-defining features, they also displayed a variety of decorative details, at times 
incorporating elements from the Craftsman style and other popular Period Revival styles, such as 
Spanish and French Eclectic.14 Interpretations of Tudor Revival also varied geographically through the 
use of different stone or brick exteriors reflected in the availability of local materials as well as individual 
stylistic influences made by local architects who seized upon the style’s versatility.15 While Tudor Revival 

 
9 California State University, Stanislaus Facilities, Planning, and Operations Department, “Facilities of the Stockton 
Developmental Center,” 51. 
10 Virginia and Lee McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses (New York: Knopf, 2013) 454. 
11 McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses, 454. 
12 Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission, “Tudor Revival Style 1890-1920,” published online at the website of the 
Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission, accessed June 15, 2021 at 
http://www.phmc.state.pa.us/portal/communities/architecture/styles/tudor-revival.html.  
13 McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses, 455. 
14 McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses, 454. 
15 McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses, 466. 
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is domestic in character, it was also used for churches, schools, and government buildings throughout 
the country.  

Architect: Alfred W. Eichler (1895-1977) 

805 E. Magnolia Street was designed by the Office of the State Architect, and a drawing of the 
building is included in the archives of Alfred Eichler, who was an architectural designer within the 
Office of the State Architect from 1925 through 1963.16 Alfred William Eichler was born in Missouri in 
1895 and moved to San Francisco as a young child.17 Spinal meningitis left him deaf as a teenager. He 
attended Columbia University and the Beaux Arts Institute of Design in New York, and then worked as a 
civilian architect for the U.S. Navy during World War I. After the war, he worked at several architecture 
firms in Washington D.C., New York, and San Francisco, and in 1925 was hired as a Senior Architectural 
Designer for the Division of Architecture of California’s Department of Public Works. Eichler was 
promoted to Supervisory Architect in 1949. During nearly four decades the office of the State Architect, 
Eichler contributed to the design of the state hospitals in Stockton, including 805 E. Magnolia Street; the 
physician’s residence at 604 E. Acacia Street (1929); and the acute patient care building at 1938 N. Grant 
Street (1938), along with several additional cottage-style patient wards at the State Farm that are no 
longer extant.18  He also designed buildings for Napa State Hospital; San Quentin and Folsom State 
prisons; Sacramento’s Tower Bridge; several buildings at the School for the Deaf in Berkeley (now part of 
the Clark Kerr Campus of UC Berkeley), the restoration of the Benicia State Capitol building, and many 
other schools, office buildings, border inspection stations, bridges, and state parks and fairgrounds. 
After retiring in 1963, Eichler continued to sketch and paint scenes of historic California structures. 
Alfred W. Eichler died in Sacramento in 1977. 

Architect: Peter L. Sala (1888-1956) 

Research completed for a previous evaluation indicated that Stockton architect Peter L. Sala 
contributed to the final design of 805 E. Magnolia Street.19 Peter Louis Sala was born in Michigan in 
1888 and moved California with his family as a young man.20 He attended the University of 
California, Berkeley and received a degree in architecture around 1914. Sala worked briefly at the 
Stockton architectural firm of Stone & Wright before establishing his own firm in Stockton in 
1915.21  Sala maintained a busy practice with commissions for a church in Manteca (1915) and a 

 
16 California State Archives, “Alfred Eichler Collection.” 
17 California State Archives, “Alfred Eichler Collection.” 
18 California State Archives, “Alfred Eichler Collection.” 
19 ARG, “Cultural Resources Survey,” Appendix A: DPRB Form for 805 E. Magnolia Street, no page. 
20 1910 U. S. Federal Census, “Peter L. Sala,” accessed August 10, 2021 at www.ancestry.com.  
21 “Peter L. Sala Opens Architect’s Office,” Stockton Daily Evening Record, October 15, 1915, 10.  

http://www.ancestry.com/
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grammar school in Lodi (1915), and by 1917 partnered with architect Frank V. Mayo.22 In the early 
1920s, Sala worked as Stockton’s building inspector, and in 1922 was one of several architects who 
contributed to the design of the new Stockton City Hall at 425 N. El Dorado Street.23 Sala designed 
single family residential designs throughout Stockton in the 1920s, and was active in civic 
leadership roles and club life. In his later career, Sala designed the Stockton Public Library (Cesar 
Estrada Chavez Central Library) at 605 N. El Dorado Street in 1951.24 Sala was working on the 
design and development of a suburban housing area and shopping center when he died in 
Stockton in 1956.25  

Current Historic Status 

805 E. Magnolia Street is a contributor to California Registered Historical Landmark No. 1016, which 
was designated as the Stockton Developmental Center District in 1995; this district was automatically 
placed on the California Register of Historical Resources (California Register) in 1996, when all California 
State Historical Landmarks above No. 770 were placed on the California Register. In 1997 the California 
State Historic Preservation Officer confirmed that the boundaries of the California Landmark/California 
Register-listed historic district conform to the historic boundaries of the site of the Stockton 
Development Center campus, and that buildings within the boundaries of the historic district that were 
more than fifty years old at the time of the California Landmark listing (i.e., buildings constructed before 
1945) would be considered contributors to the historic district.26  

In 2000, ARG completed a Cultural Resources Survey (CRS) for the CSU Stanislaus, Stockton Campus for 
the City of Stockton. The CRS determined that a historic district was present at the CSU Stanislaus, 
Stockton Campus that was eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (National Register), 
California Register, and Stockton Historic Register, with 805 E. Magnolia Street included as a 
contributing property.27 The findings of the CRS were not used to initiate listing the district on the 
National Register or Stockton Historic Register, nor were they used to officially update the California 
Register listing. 

 
22 “Preparing Plans for New Manteca Church,” Stockton Daily Evening Record, November 10, 1915, 6; “Mayo-Sherwood 
Wedding,” Stockton Daily Evening Record, May 21, 1917, 2.  
23 “Handsome Design Will be Reflected in Stockton’s New City Hall,” Stockton Record, November 25, 1922, 1.  
24 Peter L. Sala, “First floor plan, Stockton Public Library, Stockton, California,” 1951, in the collection of the Library of Congress, 
accessed August 10, 2021 at https://www.loc.gov/item/2007682019/. 
25 “Stockton Leader Dies,” Fresno Bee, February 9, 1956, 1.  
26 Daniel Abeyta writing for Cherilyn Widell, State Historic Preservation Officer, correspondence with Wendy Goff, Associate 
Planner, Real Estate Services Division, Project Management Division, Sacramento, CA, dated August 13, 1997.  
27 ARG, “Cultural Resources Survey,” 3-4. 
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Evaluation 

805 E. Magnolia Street is evaluated here for individual eligibility for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places (National Register), California Register of Historical Resources (California Register), as a 
California Landmark, and for eligibility for listing on the Stockton Historic Register. It is also evaluated as 
a contributor to the Stockton State Hospital District, which was the only district found eligible for the 
National, California, and Stockton Historic registers in the evaluation conducted for a DPR 523D form 
completed in conjunction with this 523B form.28 The evaluative framework for these findings is detailed 
in “CSU Stanislaus Stockton Campus Historic Resource Evaluation,” prepared by ARG, Inc. for Grupe 
Huber, August 25, 2021.  

National Register/California Register  

The National Register criteria form the basis for the California Register criteria, and are evaluated 
together here. 

Criterion A/1: 805 E. Magnolia Street was constructed in 1931 to serve as a kitchen and 
bakery for the hospital and dining hall for doctors, employees, and other staff of Stockton 
State Hospital. Research does not indicate that any discrete historically significant events have 
taken place at the building. While the building was part of the general pattern of mental health 
care in California and of the shift to “cottage plan” design at hospitals and other institutional 
care facilities after the turn of the twentieth century, the building does not have an individual 
association with these patterns, such as being the first of its type or influential upon later 
construction, such that it would be individually eligible for the National or California Register. 
For this reason, 1204 N. Grant Street is not eligible for the National or California Register under 
Criterion A/1. 

Criterion B/2: 805 E. Magnolia Street was constructed as a kitchen, bakery, and dining hall, and 
used by countless staff and patients at Stockton State Hospital. Available archival records, 
including local newspapers, city directories, and census records, did not provide 
information about any specific persons who may have had an association with the building. 
For these reasons, the building is not eligible for the National or California Register under 
Criterion B/2. 

Criterion C/3: 805 E. Magnolia Street is designed in the Tudor Revival style and displays the full 
complement of character-defining features of the style including irregular and asymmetrical 
massing; a steeply pitched roof; prominent front and side gables; stucco cladding; large 

 
28 ARG, “Stockton State Hospital District,” Department of Parks and Recreation 523D (District Record), August 2021. 
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chimneys crowned with pots; decorative half-timbering; areas of brick cladding; prominent 
multi-lite windows; arched entry porches and doors; and Medieval-era Renaissance detailing. 
The quality and concentration of architectural detailing enables the building to embody the 
Tudor Revival style. The building was designed by the Office of the State Architect which was 
overseen at the time of its construction by George B. McDougall, with further attribution to 
both State Architect employee Alfred Eichler and architect Peter L. Sala. While these architects 
are not recognized as master architects, the architectural attribution reinforces the building’s 
architectural significance. Finally, with its high concentration of decorative architectural 
features, the building does possess high artistic value. For these reasons, the building is 
individually eligible for the National or California Register under Criterion C/3. 

Criterion D/4: This criterion is generally applied to archaeological resources, and the evaluation 
of the property for eligibility under this criterion was beyond the scope of this study. 

California Historical Landmark 
 
To be eligible for listing as a California Historical Landmark, a property or district must be of statewide 
historical importance to California and meet one of three evaluative requirements.   
 

Requirement 1: 805 E. Magnolia Street is not the first, last, only, or most significant 
historical multi-use kitchen and dining building in the Northern California region. 
Therefore, the building is not eligible as a California Historical Landmark under Requirement 
1. 

Requirement 2: 805 E. Magnolia Street is not associated with an individual or group having 
a profound influence on the history of California. For this reason, the site is not eligible as a 
California Historical Landmark under Requirement 2.  

Requirement 3: While 805 E. Magnolia Street is an outstanding example of Tudor Revival 
style architecture, it is not the work of a pioneer architect, designer, or master builder. The 
building has very good but not excellent physical integrity. For these reasons, the building is 
not eligible as a California Historical Landmark under Requirement 3. 

Stockton Historic Register 

In considering an artifact, natural feature, or structure for individual listing in the Stockton Historic 
Register, the Stockton Cultural Heritage Board applies eleven evaluative criteria. 805 E. Magnolia Street 
is individually eligible for listing in the Stockton Historic Register under Criteria 2, 3, and 4, because it 
includes a high concentration of architectural craftsmanship and detail; it exemplifies the Tudor Revival 
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architectural style; and it appears through cursory research to be the one of the strongest examples of 
its architectural type in Stockton.  

The building is not eligible for the Stockton Historic Register under any additional criteria, because the 
building is not of archeological interest (Criterion 1); it is not the location of a historic event or pattern of 
events (Criteria 5 and 6); it does not represent an established and familiar historic feature or have a 
specific relationship to another historic landmark (Criteria 7 and 8); it is not associated with a significant 
person (Criterion 9); it does not display important architectural authorship (Criterion 10); and it is not an 
element of the natural environment that contributes to the well-being of the people of the city, state, or 
Nation (Criterion 11).   

National/California/Stockton Register-Eligible Stockton State Hospital District 

The Stockton State Hospital District has been identified through research and evaluation conducted for 
the CSU Stanislaus Stockton Campus Historic Resource Evaluation, completed by ARG in August 2021. 
The district is eligible for the National, California, and Stockton Historic registers under Criterion C/3/3, 
as a distinguishable entity that conveys the “cottage plan” design movement that emerged at hospitals 
and institutional care facilities after the turn of the twentieth century. The period of significance for this 
finding is 1914-1938, reflecting the range of years during which the buildings that reflect the cottage 
plan were constructed. 

805 E. Magnolia Street was constructed in 1931, within the period of significance for the Stockton State 
Hospital District. The building was purpose-built as a kitchen and bakery for the hospital and dining 
hall for doctors, employees, and other staff of Stockton State Hospital. The building reflects the 
smaller scale, informal arrangement, “residential” feel, and purpose-built use that characterize the 
cottage plan. For these reasons, 805 E. Magnolia Street is a contributor to the Stockton State Hospital 
District. 

Integrity Assessment 

Based on review of contemporary photographs, a site visit in May 2021, and information provided 
by Master Developer Grupe Huber, alterations are limited to some changes to windows and 
entrances at the rear (north) façade. Due to the lack of any substantial alterations, the building retains 
integrity of location, design, materials, workmanship, setting, feeling, and association. ARG concludes 
that the subject property retains sufficient integrity to convey its historical appearance and any 
potential historic significance. 
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Conclusion 

805 E. Magnolia Street is individually eligible for listing in the National and California Register under 
Criterion C/3/, as the Stockton Register under Criteria 2, 3, and 4. The period of significance for the 
finding is 1931, the year the building was constructed. Character-defining features of the building 
include: 

• Existing L-plan footprint including tower volume; 
• Two-story height and massing; 
• Steeply pitched and compound roof form, including dormers; 
• Stucco cladding; 
• Pattern, arrangement, and materials of all fenestration at the primary (south), east, and west 

façades; and 
• Areas of brick cladding and decorative half-timbering. 

805 E. Magnolia Street is also eligible for listing in the National, California, and Stockton Historic 
registers as a contributor to the National/California/Stockton Register-eligible Stockton State Hospital 
District. Period of significance and character-defining features of the building as it relates to the district 
are included in the Stockton State Hospital District Department of Parks and Recreation 523D (District 
Record). 
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Additional Photos: 

 
South façade detail, view north (ARG, May 2021) 
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South façade detail, view north (ARG, May 2021) 

 
West façade, view east (ARG, May 2021)  
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West façade detail, view east (ARG, May 2021) 

 
North façade, view southeast (ARG, May 2021) 

  

, I 
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North façade, view west (ARG, May 2021)  

 
East façade, view west (ARG, May 2021) 



Page  1    of  16 *Resource Name or #: (Assigned by recorder)   931 E. Magnolia Street                       
P1. Other Identifier:                                                                             
 

 

DPR 523A (9/2013) *Required information 

State of California  The Resources Agency   Primary #      
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #  

PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial      
       NRHP Status Code  
    Other Listings       
    Review Code           Reviewer                  Date                   

*P2. Location:  �  Not for Publication       Unrestricted   
 *a.  County    San Joaquin                   and (P2c, P2e, and P2b or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 
 *b. USGS 7.5' Quad  Stockton West  Date   2018    T   ; R    ;    � of    � of Sec   ;      B.M. 

c.  Address   931 E. Magnolia Street      City     Stockton                   Zip   95202             
d.  UTM: (Give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone 10S,  651343  mE/   4204816  mN 

 e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, decimal degrees, etc., as appropriate)   
  APN: 139-210-080-000 
*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and 

boundaries) 
931 E. Magnolia Street is a one-story irregular-plan building clad in stucco and capped with a low-pitched intersecting gable 
roof covered in asphalt shingle. The sprawling building does not present a primary façade, as all façades have irregular 
footprints with a mixture of outward-facing primary entrances and deeply recessed courtyards with secondary entrances. 
The south façade includes a fully glazed entry sheltered by a flat-roof port-cochere and flanked by aluminum sash casement-
over-fixed windows. This window arrangement is typical for the south and central portions of the building, and windows 
are generally regularly arranged at these portions of the building, sometimes shaded by broad aluminum awnings. 
(See continuation sheet.) 

 
 
*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List 
attributes and codes)  HP41. Hospital          
*P4. Resources Present:  Building  
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B1. Historic Name:  931 E. Magnolia Street/Weber Square                                                              
B2. Common Name:  931 E. Magnolia Street                                                          
B3. Original Use:   Patient wards                              B4.  Present Use:  Educational/childcare          
*B5. Architectural Style:  Mid-Century Modern                                                          
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations) 

The north portion of the building was constructed in 1955 as housing for patients at Stockton State Hospital (Department of 
Developmental Services, 1997). The south portion of the building was constructed in 1962 (Department of Developmental 
Services, 1997). Based on review of historic and contemporary photographs and a site visit in May 2021, alterations include 
construction of connecting corridors between portions of the building and a two-story HVAC volume at the center of the 
building. 

 

*B7. Moved? No   �Yes   �Unknown   Date:                     Original Location:                   
*B8. Related Features: None. 
 
 
 
B9a. Architect:   Office of the State Architect     b. Builder:   Unknown                        
*B10. Significance:  Theme       n/a                               Area      n/a 
 Period of Significance        n/a  Property Type   Hospital       Applicable Criteria    n/a 
 (Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope. Also address  

integrity.) 
  

In 1851, the California State legislature passed a bill funding the establishment of three state hospitals for the indigent sick, 
to be located in San Francisco, Sacramento, and Stockton. By the close of 1851, the Stockton State Hospital was providing 
accommodations for mentally ill persons, in a small wooden building at the corner of El Dorado and Market streets with 
approximately twelve rooms (see continuation sheet) 
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P3a.Description (continued): 

The west façade includes a series of recessed courtyards featuring typical windows, secondary 
entry doors, and half-height concrete masonry unit enclosure walls. The north portion of the west 
façade is characterized by regularly arranged multi-lite fixed and pivoting steel case windows, and 
two entry bays close to the northernmost portion of the west façade include steel case glazing. The 
north façade includes the typical aluminum windows and additional pedestrian entranced. The 
east façade is largely utilitarian and blind, with some areas of typical windows. Interior courtyards 
were not directly observed but include typical windows and secondary entrance doors. The south 
and central portions of this building are connected by a two-story volume clad in aluminum siding 
that appears to house service uses and HVAC components. All façades terminate with deep 
projecting eaves.   

B10. Significance (continued):   

In 1851, the California State legislature passed a bill funding the establishment of three state hospitals 
for the indigent sick, to be located in San Francisco, Sacramento, and Stockton. By the close of 1851, the 
Stockton State Hospital had opened at the corner of El Dorado and Market streets with approximately 
twelve rooms.1 Due to overcrowded conditions in many hospitals throughout California, the State 
legislature passed a law in 1852 mandating the separation of physically ill patients from those with 
mental illnesses. The mandate quickly led to acute overcrowding at the small Stockton facility, which 
was ordered to close in 1853 when the legislature created a new, alternative institution, to be called the 
Insane Asylum of the State of California. Stockton was selected to be the site of the new institution, in 
part due to its climate and proximity to San Francisco, Sacramento, and the state’s active mining areas. 
However, the selection was most directly secured by the contribution by Stockton’s founder Charles M. 
Weber of 100 undeveloped acres on which to build. This site, located several blocks north of the 
downtown district, became the campus of the Insane Asylum of the State of California. The facility 
opened to accept its first 272 patients on October 8, 1853 and was the first publicly funded psychiatric 
facility west of the Mississippi River.2 

At its opening, the facility consisted of one two-story brick building (no longer extant) located at the 
corner of Grant and Flora streets. This building expanded with the construction of three- and four-story 
wings in 1854, 1855, and 1857. This original building and the other major buildings constructed at the 
Insane Asylum of California during the nineteenth century were planned according to the Kirkbride Plan 
and based on the so-called “moral theory” of care, in which containment in an orderly, peaceful 

 
1 Architectural Resources Group, Inc. (ARG), “California State University, Stanislaus – Stockton Center, Former Stockton 
Development Center Cultural Resources Survey,” prepared for the City of Stockton, April 27, 2000 (revised), 10.  
2 ARG, “Cultural Resources Survey,” 10. 
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environment and exposure to natural light and air circulation were considered crucial to caring for and 
potentially healing the mentally ill. Hospitals designed using the Kirkbride Plan were large buildings with 
a formal, imposing primary façade and a narrow, stepped, linear footprint with staggered wings 
extending outward from the center.3 Interior arrangement saw administration, kitchens, public and 
reception areas, and apartments for the superintendent's family at the center of the building, and 
patient wards in the extending wings. Hospital staff was housed on-site, either within main building or in 
freestanding residences. Kirkbride also stressed the importance of a spacious natural or designed 
landscape around an asylum facility, including farmland where possible, all of which could be 
maintained in some cases by select patients.4  

Around the turn of the twentieth century, the Kirkbride Plan and the moral theory of care were eclipsed 
by newer approaches to mental health care treatment, which focused on somatic treatments, 
occupational therapies, and, towards the end of the period, psychoanalysis. As treatment modalities 
shifted, new construction at the Stockton State Hospital took different forms, which generally reflected 
the “cottage plan” design, wherein smaller, dispersed buildings replaced the larger, unified buildings of 
the Kirkbride Plan. The cottage plan continued to accommodate access to natural light, air circulation, 
and greenery, but constructed residential wards with more traditionally residential features and 
finishes, and separated non-residential activities, including occupational therapy and patient care, into 
stand-alone, purpose-built buildings.5 A typical cottage plan building was one or two stories and 
contained a single specialized ward, where same-gender patients experiencing similar degrees of mental 
illness could  be housed together. The scale of these buildings, along with their somewhat informal 
arrangement along tree-lined streets, gave mental health care facilities constructed according to the 
cottage plan design a campus-like setting, and represented a major shift away from the imposing 
institutional character of earlier-constructed facilities. 

The post-World War II era was characterized by a broad push for modernization in many public 
facilities, and Stockton State Hospital underwent a successful campaign to replace outdated 
patient care buildings. Treatment modalities for mental illness also shifted during this era, in 
seemingly disparate directions. More extreme physical treatments including electroshock therapy 
and lobotomies were commonly used beginning in the 1940s. At the same time, patients had 
broader access to effective medications, psychoanalysis, and an ever-increasing range of 

 
3 Carla Yanni, The Architecture of Madness: Insane Asylums in the United States (Minneapolis, MN: The University of Minnesota 
Press, 2007) 51-78 
4 Yanni, The Architecture of Madness, 51-78 
5 Dave Smith and Justin Jones, “Ahead of Its Time: The Stockton State Mental Asylum from the 1890’s to 1920’s,” published 
online, accessed July 14, 2021 at http://www.toddlertime.com/advocacy/hospitals/Asylum/stockton-state.htm. 
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occupational therapies, which often included some level of community interaction, laying the 
nascent groundwork for the upcoming era of deinstitutionalization.  

In the era between 1948 and 1968, new construction at Stockton State Hospital included patient 
wards, patient care facilities, an auditorium for performances, and administrative and lite 
industrial buildings. In their form and arrangement, buildings constructed during this era reflected 
ongoing shifts in treatment modalities for mentally ill persons. More extreme physical treatments 
necessitated construction of larger surgical wards often with a more formal appearance. As drug 
treatments improved, architectural designers began to recommend more open spaces, higher-quality 
interior finishes, and fewer security barriers and enclosures.6 Occupational therapy buildings provided 
spaces for music, dance, theater, and social clubs, often with some level of integration with a broader 
community.  

The north portion of 931 E. Magnolia Street was constructed in 1955 as housing for patients at 
Stockton State Hospital, and the south portion was added in 1962 to provide more similar space.7 
The building reflects the general modernization campaign that took place at the hospital after 
World War II. The building was designed by the Office of the State Architect, which was overseen by 
Anson C. Boyd between 1940 and 1962; research has not uncovered specific architectural attribution 
for the building. During Boyd’s tenure, by 1950, the Office of the State Architect employed over 400 
architects and designers.8 This volume of employees diminishes the likelihood that Boyd personally 
oversaw the design of this building; biographical information is not provided here for Boyd for this 
reason. The building is designed in the Mid-Century Modern style. Available archival records, 
including local newspapers, city directories, and census records, did not provide any specific information 
about this building other than its general use as patient housing and care. The north portion of the 
building now houses the Alan Short Center, while the rest of the building is used for service programs 
and childcare.   

Architectural Context: Mid-Century Modern 

Mid-Century Modernism embodies a wide-ranging design aesthetic popularized during the mid-
twentieth century from 1933 to 1965. The style was an American interpretation of the International and 
Bauhaus movements, with many influential Mid-Century Modern buildings designed by prominent 
architects and designers such as Frank Lloyd Wright, Gropius, Florence Knoll, Le Corbusier, Ray and 

 
6 Lucy D. Ozarin, “New Horizons in Psychiatry,” Architectural Record, Volume 12, No. 5, November 1956, 202-203.  
7 California Department of Developmental Services,” The Story of Stockton Development Center,” DVD, 1997, accessed online 
July 28, 2021 at  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4xqQJnDpsnM&ab_channel=PublicResourceOrg. 
8 Page & Turnbull, Inc., “Agnews State Hospital Historic American Building Survey HABS,” 8.  
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Charles Eames, and Mies van der Rohe.9 The name first appeared in Cara Greenberg’s 1983 book titled, 
Mid-Century Modern: Furniture of the 1950s—an indication of the influence that furniture and object 
design, had on the style’s overall architectural aesthetic.10 Mid-Century Modern buildings are typically 
void of any exterior decorative detailing and are, instead, defined by their smooth wall surfaces and 
large geometric forms.11 The Mid-Century Modern architectural style was highly publicized by Arts & 
Architecture magazine’s pivotal Case Study Program from 1945 to 1966, when major architects were 
commissioned to design inexpensive and efficient model homes using innovative building techniques, 
like prefabrication, as a response to the postwar housing boom.  

Common features of Mid-Century Modern buildings include horizontal massing, with one or two stories; 
simple geometric forms; post-and-beam construction, using wood or steel; flat or low-pitched roofs with 
wide, overhanging eaves; unadorned wall surfaces with little or no decorative detailing; metal frame 
fixed windows, as well as sliding doors and clerestory windows; and concrete, wood, or metal screens. 
More organic and expressive subtypes of the style featured sculptural forms and geometric forms such 
as butterfly, A-frame, and folded plate or barrel vault roofs.12 The Mid-Century Modern style has been 
translated into almost every building type, from residences to commercial and institutional buildings.  

Context: The Alan Short Center 

The Alan Short Center was established in 1975 by the private nonprofit Developmental Disabilities 
Service Organization (DDSO).13 The DDSO was established, also in 1975, by Mary Short, wife of by-then 
retired California Senator Alan Short, and parents of persons with developmental disabilities, with the 
broad mission of developmental disability advocacy. At its inception, the Alan Short Center operated out 
of the vacant Superintendent’s residence at 521 E. Acacia Street, and offered programming that utilized 
visual and performing arts to help developmentally disabled adults develop and maintain social skills, 
self-esteem, social interaction, language skills, and personal independence. Beginning in 1976, the Alan 
Short Center received funding from San Joaquin County.14 The organization held their first public art 
exhibition, called “Arts for the Handicapped” in the summer of 1976.15 Staffed by a mixture of 

 
9 Docomomo US, “Mid-Century Modern,” published online at the website of Docomomo US, accessed June 15, 2021 at 
https://www.docomomo-us.org/style/mid-century-modern.  
10 The Getty Research Institute, “Mid-Century Modernism,” Art & Architecture Thesaurus, accessed July 1, 2021 at 
http://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/aat/.  
11 Historic Resources Group, “Architectural Styles, City of Palm Springs, Citywide Historic Context Statement,” published online, 
accessed July 1, 2021 at https://www.palmspringsca.gov/home/showpublisheddocument?id=63930.  
12 Historic Resources Group, “Architectural Styles, City of Palm Springs, Citywide Historic Context Statement.” 
13 Developmental Disabilities Service Organization, “About Us,” website of the Developmental Disabilities Service Organization, 
accessed July 23, 2021 at https://ddso.org/about-us/.  
14 “San Joaquin County Board of Supervisors Brief Minutes, January 5, 6, & 8, 1976,” Escalon Times, February 4, 1976, 8.   
15 “This Week’s Art Shows,” Sacramento Bee, June 20, 1976, 38.  

https://ddso.org/about-us/
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professional art therapists and college student interns, it was regarded as the first program of its kind in 
the state, and was recognized in 1977 as a National Model Site by the National Committee – Arts for the 
Handicapped (now called VSA, The International Organization on Arts and Disability), which had only 
recently been founded in 1974.16 There were forty-five students in the program in 1977, and eighty-five 
enrolled in 1983.17 Around 1985, the center expanded to a second location in Sacramento, and now 
operates in three different sites in Sacramento and Stockton.  

Current Historic Status 

Stockton Developmental Center District was designated California Registered Historical Landmark No. 
1016 in 1995; this district was automatically placed on the California Register of Historical Resources 
(California Register) in 1996, when all California State Historical Landmarks above No. 770 were placed 
on the California Register. In 1997 the California State Historic Preservation Officer confirmed that the 
boundaries of the California Landmark/California Register-listed historic district conform to the historic 
boundaries of the site of the Stockton Development Center campus, and that buildings within the 
boundaries of the historic district that were more than fifty years old at the time of the California 
Landmark listing (i.e., buildings constructed before 1945) would be considered contributors to the 
historic district.18  931 E. Magnolia Street was constructed in 1955 and expanded in 1962, and is 
therefore not a contributor to California Registered Historical Landmark No. 1016 nor is listed on the 
California Register.  

In 2000, ARG completed a Cultural Resources Survey (CRS) for the CSU Stanislaus, Stockton Campus for 
the City of Stockton. The CRS determined that a historic district was present at the CSU Stanislaus, 
Stockton Campus that was eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (National Register), 
California Register, and Stockton Historic Register, with a period of significance of 1853 through 1946.19 
931 E. Magnolia Street was constructed outside of the period of significance and was found to be a non-
contributing property to the historic district. The findings of the CRS were not used to initiate listing the 
district on the National Register or Stockton Historic Register, nor were they used to officially update the 
California Register listing. 

 
16 “Stockton’s Alan Short Center: Arts and Crafts are the Tools but Human Survival is the Goal,” Modesto Bee, August 28, 1977, 
27; VSA, The International Organization on Arts and Disability, “About Us,” published on the website of VSA, The International 
Organization on Arts and Disability, accessed July 20, 2021 at https://vsainternational.wordpress.com/about/. 
17 “Stockton’s Alan Short Center: Arts and Crafts are the Tools but Human Survival is the Goal,” Modesto Bee; “Disabled Learn 
Through the Arts,” Green Bay Press-Gazette, November 22, 1983, 7.  
18 Daniel Abeyta writing for Cherilyn Widell, State Historic Preservation Officer, correspondence with Wendy Goff, Associate 
Planner, Real Estate Services Division, Project Management Division, Sacramento, CA, dated August 13, 1997.  
19 ARG, “Cultural Resources Survey,” 3-4. 



 

DPR 523L (9/2013) 

State of California - The Resources Agency  Primary#                         
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #     
       Trinomial  

CONTINUATION SHEET     

Property Name:  __931 E. Magnolia Street ______________________________________________________________________  
Page ___8 __ of __16___ 

Evaluation 

931 E. Magnolia Street is evaluated here for individual eligibility for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places (National Register), California Register of Historical Resources (California Register), as a 
California Landmark, and for eligibility for listing on the Stockton Historic Register. It is also evaluated as 
a contributor to the Stockton State Hospital District, which was the only district found eligible for the 
National, California, and Stockton Historic registers in the evaluation conducted for a DPR 523D form 
completed in conjunction with this 523B form.20 The evaluative framework for these findings is detailed 
in “CSU Stanislaus Stockton Campus Historic Resource Evaluation,” prepared by ARG, Inc. for Grupe 
Huber, August 25, 2021.  

National Register/California Register  

The National Register criteria form the basis for the California Register criteria, and are evaluated 
together here. 

Criterion A/1: 931 E. Magnolia Street was constructed in 1955 and expanded in 1962, during a 
general period of modernization at Stockton State Hospital. Research does not indicate that any 
discrete historically significant events have taken place at the building. While the building was 
part of the general pattern of modernization at the facility, the building does not have a direct 
individual association with these patterns, such as being the first of its type or influential upon 
later construction, such that it would be individually eligible for the National or California 
Register. The building served as a location of the Alan Short Center, but was not the location 
where this organization was established. For this reason, 931 E. Magnolia Street is not eligible 
for the National or California Register under Criterion A/1. 

Criterion B/2: 931 E. Magnolia Street was constructed as a patent ward. Available archival 
records, including local newspapers, city directories, and census records, did not provide any 
indication that the building has any association with any significant person or organizations. For 
these reasons, the building is not eligible for the National or California Register under Criterion 
B/2. 

Criterion C/3: 931 E. Magnolia Street is designed in the Mid-Century Modern style and reflects 
some of the basic character-defining features of the style including one-story height and 
horizontal massing; low-pitched roof; unadorned wall surfaces with little detailing; metal frame 
windows; and wide overhanging eaves. The building does not include other more expressive 
character-defining features of the style such as sculptural and geometric forms, and broad use 

 
20 ARG, “Stockton State Hospital District,” Department of Parks and Recreation 523D (District Record), August 2021. 
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of glass in doors and clerestories. The building has also undergone alterations which dilute its 
original architectural design, including construction of connecting corridors between portions of 
the building and a two-story HVAC volume at the center of the building. Overall the building does 
not embody the Mid-Century Modern style to a degree that it would be eligible for the National or 
California Register. The building was designed by the Office of the State Architect which was 
overseen at the time of its construction by Anson C. Boyd, although direct attribution has not 
been found. While broadly accomplished, the Office of the State Architect is not considered 
a master architect due to the large number of architects and designers that worked within 
the office at any one time. The building does not possess high artistic value. For these reasons, 
the building is not eligible for the National or California Register under Criterion C/3. 

Criterion D/4: This criterion is generally applied to archaeological resources, and the evaluation 
of the property for eligibility under this criterion was beyond the scope of this study. 

California Historical Landmark 
 
To be eligible for listing as a California Historical Landmark, a property or district must be of statewide 
historical importance to California and meet one of three evaluative requirements.   
 

Requirement 1: 931 E. Magnolia Street is not the first, last, only, or most significant multi-
unit residential building in the Northern California region. Therefore, the building is not 
eligible as a California Historical Landmark under Requirement 1. 

Requirement 2: 931 E. Magnolia Street is not associated with an individual or group having a 
profound influence on the history of California. For this reason, the site is not eligible as a 
California Historical Landmark under Requirement 2.  

Requirement 3: 931 E. Magnolia Street is not outstanding example of the Mid-Century 
Modern style of architecture. It is not the work of a pioneer architect, designer, or master 
builder. The building does not have excellent physical integrity. For these reasons, the 
building is not eligible as a California Historical Landmark under Requirement 3. 

Stockton Historic Register 

In considering an artifact, natural feature, or structure for individual listing in the Stockton Historic 
Register, the Stockton Cultural Heritage Board applies eleven evaluative criteria. 931 E. Magnolia Street 
is not individually eligible for listing in the Stockton Historic Register under any of the eleven criteria: the 
building is not of archeological interest (Criterion 1); it does not display important architectural 
craftsmanship, style, type, or authorship (Criteria 2, 3, 4, and 10);  it is not the location of a historic 
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event or pattern of events (Criteria 5 and 6); it does not represent an established and familiar historic 
feature or have a specific relationship to another historic landmark (Criteria 7 and 8); it is not associated 
with a significant person (Criterion 9); and it is not an element of the natural environment that 
contributes to the well-being of the people of the city, state, or Nation (Criterion 11).  For these reasons, 
the property is not eligible for listing on the Stockton Historic Register. 

National/California/Stockton Register-Eligible Stockton State Hospital District 

The Stockton State Hospital District has been identified through research and evaluation conducted for 
the CSU Stanislaus Stockton Campus Historic Resource Evaluation, completed by ARG in August 2021. 
The district is eligible for the National, California, and Stockton Historic registers under Criterion C/3/3, 
as a distinguishable entity that conveys the “cottage plan” design movement that emerged at hospitals 
and institutional care facilities after the turn of the twentieth century. The period of significance for this 
finding is 1914-1938, reflecting the range of years during which the buildings that reflect the cottage 
plan were constructed. 

931 E. Magnolia Street was constructed in 1955 and expanded in 1962, outside of the period of 
significance for the Stockton State Hospital District. The building does not reflect the smaller scale, 
informal arrangement, “residential” feel, and purpose-built use that characterize the cottage plan. For 
these reasons, 931 E. Magnolia Street is not a contributor to the Stockton State Hospital District. 

Integrity Assessment 

Based on a review of historic and contemporary photographs, a site visit in May 2021, and 
information provided by Master Developer Grupe Huber, alterations at 931 E. Magnolia Street after 
the construction of the 1962 addition include construction of connecting corridors between portions of 
the building and a two-story HVAC volume at the center of the building. The building has not been moved 
and retains integrity of location. Integrity of design is slightly diminished due to the construction of 
connecting corridors and a large central HVAC volume. The building retains integrity of materials and 
workmanship because the vast majority of original features and materials remain in place. The setting is 
largely unchanged, and the building retains integrity of setting. The building retains integrity of feeling 
because it is largely unchanged and conveys its historic character, and integrity of association because it 
is still largely configured for the use for which it was constructed.  Overall, despite slightly diminished 
integrity of design, ARG concludes that the building retains sufficient integrity to convey its historical 
appearance and any potential historic significance. 
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Conclusion 

931 E. Magnolia Street is not individually eligible for listing in the National Register, the California 
Register, as a California Historical Landmark, or for the Stockton Historic Register. 931 E. Magnolia Street 
is also not a contributor to the National/California/Stockton Register-eligible Stockton State Hospital 
District. 
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Additional Photos:  

 
South façade, view north (ARG, May 2021) 

 
West façade, view northeast (ARG, May 2021 



 

DPR 523L (9/2013) 

State of California - The Resources Agency  Primary#                         
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #     
       Trinomial  

CONTINUATION SHEET     

Property Name:  __931 E. Magnolia Street ______________________________________________________________________  
Page ___14 __ of __16___ 

 
West façade, view northeast (ARG, May 2021) 

 
West façade, view southeast (ARG, May 2021) 
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North façade, view south (ARG, May 2021) 

 
East façade, view southwest (ARG, May 2021) 
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1957 aerial photograph showing footprint of 

north portion of 931 E. Magnolia Street, outlined 
in red (UCSB Library, Geospatial Collection 

FrameFinder Flight abd-1957-377, Frame 69) 
 

 
1970 aerial photograph showing footprint after 

1962 addition, outlined in red (UCSB Library, 
Geospatial Collection FrameFinder Flight cas-

2874, Frame 79) 
 

 



Page  1    of   12 *Resource Name or #: (Assigned by recorder)   1006 N. Aurora Street 
P1. Other Identifier:                                                                             
 

 

DPR 523A (9/2013) *Required information 

State of California  The Resources Agency   Primary #      
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #  

PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial      
       NRHP Status Code  
    Other Listings       
    Review Code           Reviewer                  Date                   

*P2. Location:  �  Not for Publication       Unrestricted   
 *a.  County    San Joaquin                   and (P2c, P2e, and P2b or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 
 *b. USGS 7.5' Quad  Stockton West  Date  2018    T   ; R    ;    � of    � of Sec   ;      B.M. 

c.  Address   1006 N. Aurora Street           City     Stockton                   Zip   95202             
d.  UTM: (Give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone 10S,  652459  mE/   4200176  mN 

 e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, decimal degrees, etc., as appropriate)   
  APN: 139-210-080-000 
 
*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and 

boundaries) 
1006 N. Aurora Street is a one-story-over-raised-basement rectangular-plan industrial building clad in rough concrete 
aggregate with smooth concrete eaves, base, and corner columns, capped with a flat roof. The primary (west) façade is 
symmetrically arranged. At center, a recessed loading dock is supported by slim square pillars and shelters a continuous 
band of aluminum fixed and casement windows and double pedestrian doors. The remainder of the primary (west) façade 
is blind. The north and south façades are trimmed at the top, bottom, and sides with a thick concrete element that projects 
out about two feet, giving these façades a recessed appearance. The north and south façades include continuous bands of 
aluminum fixed and casement windows. (See continuation sheet.) 

 
*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List 
attributes and codes)  HP8. Industrial  
Building                                
*P4. Resources Present:  Building  
� Structure � Object � Site � District � 
Element of District � Other 
P5b. Description of Photo: (view, 
date, accession #)   West façade, view 
southeast (ARG, May 2021)               
*P6. Date Constructed/Age and 
Source:Historic �Prehistoric �Both 
 1968 (CSU Facilities, Lanning, and 
Operations Department)  
*P7. Owner and Address: 
State of California, c/o Trustees of        
California State University, 401 Golden 
Shore, Long Beach, CA 90802                
*P8. Recorded by: (Name, affiliation, 
and address) Architectural Resources 
Group (ARG), Pier 9, The Embarcadero, 
Suite 107, San Francisco, CA 94111           
*P9. Date Recorded: August 25, 2021   
 

*P10. Survey Type: (Describe) Intensive       
*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")  
ARG, “CSU Stanislaus Stockton Campus Historic Resource Evaluation,” prepared for Grupe Huber, August 25, 2021; 
ARG, “Stockton State Hospital District,” Department of Parks and Recreation 523D (District Record), August 25, 2021.  
*Attachments: �NONE  �Location Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record 
�Archaeological Record  �District Record  �Linear Feature Record  �Milling Station Record  �Rock Art Record   
�Artifact Record  �Photograph Record   � Other (List):                                                   

P5a.  Photograph or Drawing (Photograph required for buildings, structures, and objects.)  



*Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)   1006 N. Aurora Street____*NRHP Status Code    6Z             
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DPR 523B (9/2013) *Required information 

State of California  The Resources Agency  Primary #                                         
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#                                            

BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD  

(This space reserved for official comments.)  

  

B1. Historic Name:   1006 N. Aurora Street                                                                
B2. Common Name:   1006 N. Aurora Street  
B3. Original Use:   Industrial kitchen                 B4.  Present Use:     Industrial kitchen                        
*B5. Architectural Style:   Brutalist                                                                         
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations) 

The building was constructed in 1968 as the industrial kitchen facility for Stockton State Hospital (CSU Facilities, Planning and 
Operations Department, 1996). Based on a review of contemporary photographs, a site visit in May 2021, and information 
provided by Master Developer Grupe Huber, the building has not undergone any notable exterior alterations. 

*B7. Moved? No   �Yes   �Unknown   Date:                     Original Location:                   
*B8. Related Features: None. 
 
 
 
B9a. Architect:   California State Office of Architecture and Construction  b. Builder:   Unknown                     
*B10. Significance:  Theme    n/a                                 Area      n/a                       
 Period of Significance     n/a             Property Type   Hospital       Applicable Criteria  n/a       

(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope. Also address  
integrity.) 

 
In 1851, the California State legislature passed a bill funding the establishment of three state hospitals for the indigent sick, 
to be located in San Francisco, Sacramento, and Stockton. By the close of 1851, the Stockton State Hospital was providing 
accommodations for mentally ill persons, in a small wooden building at the corner of El Dorado and Market streets with 
approximately twelve rooms (see continuation sheet). 

 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)                                               
*B12. References: 
 
 See continuation sheet. 
 
 
B13. Remarks: 
 
 
 
*B14. Evaluator:   Architectural Resources Group                                                                    

*Date of Evaluation:    August 25, 2021                            

N 
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P3a.Description (continued): 

The north façade also includes glazed entry doors accessed by stairs and a ramp that lead to a 
concrete entry terrace, and, at its east side, a vertical wood enclosure the appears to shelter HVAC 
equipment. The south façade includes a continuous aluminum awning above its windows. The rear 
(east) façade reflects the primary (west) façade in arrangement, but the loading dock shelters 
several metal refrigeration doors and a pedestrian entrance. Primary (west) and rear (east) façades 
terminate with flush rooflines, while the north and south façades terminate with the projecting 
concrete element. 

B10. Significance (continued):   

In 1851, the California State legislature passed a bill funding the establishment of three state hospitals 
for the indigent sick, to be located in San Francisco, Sacramento, and Stockton. By the close of 1851, the 
Stockton State Hospital had opened at the corner of El Dorado and Market streets with approximately 
twelve rooms.1 Due to overcrowded conditions in many hospitals throughout California, the State 
legislature passed a law in 1852 mandating the separation of physically ill patients from those with 
mental illnesses. The mandate quickly led to acute overcrowding at the small Stockton facility, which 
was ordered to close in 1853 when the legislature created a new, alternative institution, to be called the 
Insane Asylum of the State of California. Stockton was selected to be the site of the new institution, in 
part due to its climate and proximity to San Francisco, Sacramento, and the state’s active mining areas. 
However, the selection was most directly secured by the contribution by Stockton’s founder Charles M. 
Weber of 100 undeveloped acres on which to build. This site, located several blocks north of the 
downtown district, became the campus of the Insane Asylum of the State of California. The facility 
opened to accept its first 272 patients on October 8, 1853 and was the first publicly funded psychiatric 
facility west of the Mississippi River.2 

At its opening, the facility consisted of one two-story brick building (no longer extant) located at the 
corner of Grant and Flora streets. This building expanded with the construction of three- and four-story 
wings in 1854, 1855, and 1857. This original building and the other major buildings constructed at the 
Insane Asylum of California during the nineteenth century were planned according to the Kirkbride Plan 
and based on the so-called “moral theory” of care, in which containment in an orderly, peaceful 
environment and exposure to natural light and air circulation were considered crucial to caring for and 
potentially healing the mentally ill. Hospitals designed using the Kirkbride Plan were large buildings with 
a formal, imposing primary façade and a narrow, stepped, linear footprint with staggered wings 

 
1 Architectural Resources Group, Inc. (ARG), “California State University, Stanislaus – Stockton Center, Former Stockton 
Development Center Cultural Resources Survey,” prepared for the City of Stockton, April 27, 2000 (revised), 10.  
2 ARG, “Cultural Resources Survey,” 10. 
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extending outward from the center.3 Interior arrangement saw administration, kitchens, public and 
reception areas, and apartments for the superintendent's family at the center of the building, and 
patient wards in the extending wings. Hospital staff was housed on-site, either within main building or in 
freestanding residences. Kirkbride also stressed the importance of a spacious natural or designed 
landscape around an asylum facility, including farmland where possible, all of which could be 
maintained in some cases by select patients.4  

Around the turn of the twentieth century, the Kirkbride Plan and the moral theory of care were eclipsed 
by newer approaches to mental health care treatment, which focused on somatic treatments, 
occupational therapies, and, towards the end of the period, psychoanalysis. As treatment modalities 
shifted, new construction at the Stockton State Hospital took different forms, which generally reflected 
the “cottage plan” design, wherein smaller, dispersed buildings replaced the larger, unified buildings of 
the Kirkbride Plan. The cottage plan continued to accommodate access to natural light, air circulation, 
and greenery, but constructed residential wards with more traditionally residential features and 
finishes, and separated non-residential activities, including occupational therapy and patient care, into 
stand-alone, purpose-built buildings.5 A typical cottage plan building was one or two stories and 
contained a single specialized ward, where same-gender patients experiencing similar degrees of mental 
illness could  be housed together. The scale of these buildings, along with their somewhat informal 
arrangement along tree-lined streets, gave mental health care facilities constructed according to the 
cottage plan design a campus-like setting, and represented a major shift away from the imposing 
institutional character of earlier-constructed facilities. 

The post-World War II era was characterized by a broad push for modernization in many public 
facilities, and Stockton State Hospital underwent a successful campaign to replace outdated 
patient care buildings. Treatment modalities for mental illness also shifted during this era, in 
seemingly disparate directions. More extreme physical treatments including electroshock therapy 
and lobotomies were commonly used beginning in the 1940s. At the same time, patients had 
broader access to effective medications, psychoanalysis, and an ever-increasing range of 
occupational therapies, which often included some level of community interaction, laying the 
nascent groundwork for the upcoming era of deinstitutionalization.  

In the era between 1948 and 1968, new construction at Stockton State Hospital included patient 
wards, patient care facilities, an auditorium for performances, and administrative and lite 

 
3 Carla Yanni, The Architecture of Madness: Insane Asylums in the United States (Minneapolis, MN: The University of Minnesota 
Press, 2007) 51-78 
4 Yanni, The Architecture of Madness, 51-78 
5 Dave Smith and Justin Jones, “Ahead of Its Time: The Stockton State Mental Asylum from the 1890’s to 1920’s,” published 
online, accessed July 14, 2021 at http://www.toddlertime.com/advocacy/hospitals/Asylum/stockton-state.htm. 
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industrial buildings. In their form and arrangement, buildings constructed during this era reflected 
ongoing shifts in treatment modalities for mentally ill persons. More extreme physical treatments 
necessitated construction of larger surgical wards often with a more formal appearance. As drug 
treatments improved, architectural designers began to recommend more open spaces, higher-quality 
interior finishes, and fewer security barriers and enclosures.6 Occupational therapy buildings provided 
spaces for music, dance, theater, and social clubs, often with some level of integration with a broader 
community.  

1006 N. Aurora Street was constructed in 1968 to serve as an industrial kitchen facility for the 
Stockton State Hospital.7 The building reflects the general modernization campaign that took place 
at the hospital after World War II. The building was designed by the California State Office of 
Architecture and Construction, which replaced the Office of the State Architect after 1964; no specific 
architectural attribution was uncovered through research. The building is designed in the Brutalist 
style. Available archival records, including local newspapers, city directories, and census records, did not 
provide any specific information about this building other than its general use as an industrial kitchen. 

Architectural Context: Brutalism 

By the mid-1960s, some architects began to move away from the light, transparent character of Mid-
Century Modernism towards a darker, heavier architectural movement that came to be called 
Brutalism. Brutalism derives its name from the French term bèton-brut, or “raw concrete,” which refers 
to the concrete casting technique that left a raw surface bearing the imprint of formwork. Utilized 
famously by Le Corbusier in his Unité d’Habitation (1952) in Marseille, France, the technique made its 
way into the American architectural scene as early as the 1950s but proliferated in the 1960s and early 
1970s. Brutalism pursued the Modernist goal of maximizing the relationship between form and 
appearance and the inherent qualities of construction technology. In Brutalism, concrete was 
considered a humble but indestructible material that allowed for bold, monolithic forms. Concrete was 
used both structurally and aesthetically, creating imposing, heavy concrete structures that often appear 
to dominate – rather than disappear into – their environment. Technology for heating, cooling, 
ventilating, lighting, and moving people in elevators and escalators had all improved significantly after 
World War II, and the resulting freedom from the constraints of masonry and wood frame construction, 
day-lighting, and natural ventilation lent many Brutalist buildings a new level of expressionism and 

 
6 Lucy D. Ozarin, “New Horizons in Psychiatry,” Architectural Record, Volume 12, No. 5, November 1956, 202-203.  
7 CSU Facilities, Planning and Operations Department, “Facilities of the Stockton Developmental Center,” 1996, 13.  
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complex massing. This expression included circulation elements pulled away from building masses such 
as towers, balconies, ramps, and freestanding stairs.8  

Brutalist buildings are predominantly characterized by their exposed and expressive structural systems; 
monumental massing; angular and rectilinear forms; exposed concrete as a building finish, without 
ornamentation; base articulation, often rising above integral plaza and landscapes; and external 
circulation massing. While Brutalist architecture is often considered foreboding in its appearance and 
scale, the progressive nature of the style made it popular in public architecture and educational 
institutions, as reflected in its presence throughout educational campuses around the world. 

Current Historic Status 

Stockton Developmental Center District was designated California Registered Historical Landmark No. 
1016 in 1995; this district was automatically placed on the California Register of Historical Resources 
(California Register) in 1996, when all California State Historical Landmarks above No. 770 were placed 
on the California Register. In 1997 the California State Historic Preservation Officer confirmed that the 
boundaries of the California Landmark/California Register-listed historic district conform to the historic 
boundaries of the site of the Stockton Development Center campus, and that buildings within the 
boundaries of the historic district that were more than fifty years old at the time of the California 
Landmark listing (i.e., buildings constructed before 1945) would be considered contributors to the 
historic district.9  1006 N. Aurora Street was constructed in 1968, and is therefore not a contributor to 
California Registered Historical Landmark No. 1016 nor is listed on the California Register.  

In 2000, ARG completed a Cultural Resources Survey (CRS) for the CSU Stanislaus, Stockton Campus for 
the City of Stockton. The CRS determined that a historic district was present at the CSU Stanislaus, 
Stockton Campus that was eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (National Register), 
California Register, and Stockton Historic Register, with a period of significance of 1853 through 1946.10 
1006 N. Aurora Street was constructed outside of the period of significance and was found to be a non-
contributing property to the historic district. The findings of the CRS were not used to initiate listing the 
district on the National Register or Stockton Historic Register, nor were they used to officially update the 
California Register listing. 

 

 
8 William J.R. Curtis, Modern Architecture Since 1900 (New York: Phaidon Press Ltd., 2013) 550. 
9 Daniel Abeyta writing for Cherilyn Widell, State Historic Preservation Officer, correspondence with Wendy Goff, Associate 
Planner, Real Estate Services Division, Project Management Division, Sacramento, CA, dated August 13, 1997.  
10 ARG, “Cultural Resources Survey,” 3-4. 
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Evaluation 

1006 N. Aurora Street is evaluated here for individual eligibility for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places (National Register), California Register of Historical Resources (California Register), as a 
California Landmark, and for eligibility for listing on the Stockton Historic Register. It is also evaluated as 
a contributor to the Stockton State Hospital District, which was the only district found eligible for the 
National, California, and Stockton Historic registers in the evaluation conducted for a DPR 523D form 
completed in conjunction with this 523B form.11 The evaluative framework for these findings is detailed 
in “CSU Stanislaus Stockton Campus Historic Resource Evaluation,” prepared by ARG, Inc. for Grupe 
Huber, August 25, 2021.  

National Register/California Register  

The National Register criteria form the basis for the California Register criteria, and are evaluated 
together here. 

Criterion A/1: 1006 N. Aurora Street was constructed in 1968 during a general period of 
modernization at Stockton State Hospital. Research does not indicate that any discrete 
historically significant events have taken place at the building. While the building was part of the 
general pattern of modernization at the facility, the building does not have a direct individual 
association with these patterns, such as being the first of its type or influential upon later 
construction, such that it would be individually eligible for the National or California Register. 
For this reason, 1006 N. Aurora Street is not eligible for the National or California Register 
under Criterion A/1. 

Criterion B/21006 N. Aurora Street was constructed as an industrial kitchen. Available archival 
records, including local newspapers, city directories, and census records, did not provide any 
indication that the building has any association with any significant person or organizations. For 
these reasons, the building is not eligible for the National or California Register under Criterion 
B/2. 

Criterion C/3: 1006 N. Aurora Street is designed in the Brutalist style and reflects character-
defining features of the style including exposed structural systems; rectilinear massing; exposed 
concrete finish; lack or ornament; and base articulation. It does not include other character-
defining features of the style such as an expressive structural system; monumental massing; an 
integral plaza or landscape; and external circulation massing. While the building appears 
unaltered, overall, the building does not embody the Brutalist style such that it would be eligible 

 
11 ARG, “Stockton State Hospital District,” Department of Parks and Recreation 523D (District Record), August 2021. 
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for the National or California Register. The building was designed by the California State Office 
of Architecture and Construction, and direct attribution has not been found. While broadly 
accomplished, the California State Office of Architecture and Construction is not considered a 
master architect due to the large number of architects and designers that worked within 
the office at any one time. The building does not possess high artistic value. For these reasons, 
the building is not eligible for the National or California Register under Criterion C/3. 

Criterion D/4: This criterion is generally applied to archaeological resources, and the evaluation 
of the property for eligibility under this criterion was beyond the scope of this study. 

California Historical Landmark 
 
To be eligible for listing as a California Historical Landmark, a property or district must be of statewide 
historical importance to California and meet one of three evaluative requirements.   
 

Requirement 1: 1006 N. Aurora Street is not the first, last, only, or most significant lite 
industrial building in the Northern California region. Therefore, the building is not eligible 
as a California Historical Landmark under Requirement 1. 

Requirement 2: 1006 N. Aurora Street is not associated with an individual or group having a 
profound influence on the history of California. For this reason, the site is not eligible as a 
California Historical Landmark under Requirement 2.  

Requirement 3: 1006 N. Aurora Street is not outstanding example of the Brutalist style of 
architecture. It is not the work of a pioneer architect, designer, or master builder. The 
building does not have excellent physical integrity. For these reasons, the building is not 
eligible as a California Historical Landmark under Requirement 3. 

Stockton Historic Register 

In considering an artifact, natural feature, or structure for individual listing in the Stockton Historic 
Register, the Stockton Cultural Heritage Board applies eleven evaluative criteria. 1006 N. Aurora Street 
is not individually eligible for listing in the Stockton Historic Register under any of the eleven criteria: the 
building is not of archeological interest (Criterion 1); it does not display important architectural 
craftsmanship, style, type, or authorship (Criteria 2, 3, 4, and 10);  it is not the location of a historic 
event or pattern of events (Criteria 5 and 6); it does not represent an established and familiar historic 
feature or have a specific relationship to another historic landmark (Criteria 7 and 8); it is not associated 
with a significant person (Criterion 9); and it is not an element of the natural environment that 
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contributes to the well-being of the people of the city, state, or Nation (Criterion 11).  For these reasons, 
the property is not eligible for listing on the Stockton Historic Register. 

National/California/Stockton Register-Eligible Stockton State Hospital District 

The Stockton State Hospital District has been identified through research and evaluation conducted for 
the CSU Stanislaus Stockton Campus Historic Resource Evaluation, completed by ARG in August 2021. 
The district is eligible for the National, California, and Stockton Historic registers under Criterion C/3/3, 
as a distinguishable entity that conveys the “cottage plan” design movement that emerged at hospitals 
and institutional care facilities after the turn of the twentieth century. The period of significance for this 
finding is 1914-1938, reflecting the range of years during which the buildings that reflect the cottage 
plan were constructed. 

1006 N. Aurora Street was constructed in 1968, outside of the period of significance for the Stockton 
State Hospital District. The building does not reflect the smaller scale, informal arrangement, 
“residential” feel, and purpose-built use that characterize the cottage plan. For these reasons, 1006 N. 
Aurora Street is not a contributor to the Stockton State Hospital District. 

Integrity Assessment 

Based on a review of contemporary photographs, a site visit in May 2021, and information 
provided by Master Developer Grupe Huber, 1006 N. Aurora Street has not undergone any notable 
exterior alterations. The building retains integrity of location, design, materials, workmanship, 
setting, feeling, and association. ARG concludes that the building retains sufficient integrity to convey 
its historical appearance and any potential historic significance. 

Conclusion 

1006 N. Aurora Street is not individually eligible for listing in the National Register, the California 
Register, as a California Historical Landmark, or for the Stockton Historic Register. 1006 N. Aurora 
Street is also not a contributor to the National/California/Stockton Register-eligible Stockton State 
Hospital District. 
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Additional Photos:  

 
South façade, view northeast (ARG, May 2021) 

 

 
Rear (east) façade, view west (ARG, May 2021)
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North façade, view south (ARG, May 2021) 

 



Page  1    of   14 *Resource Name or #: (Assigned by recorder)   1080 N. Grant Street                      
P1. Other Identifier:                                                                             
 

 

DPR 523A (9/2013) *Required information 

State of California  The Resources Agency   Primary #      
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #  

PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial      
       NRHP Status Code  
    Other Listings       
    Review Code           Reviewer                  Date                   

*P2. Location:  �  Not for Publication       Unrestricted   
 *a.  County    San Joaquin                   and (P2c, P2e, and P2b or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 
 *b. USGS 7.5' Quad  Stockton West  Date   2018   T   ; R    ;    � of    � of Sec   ;      B.M. 

c.  Address    1080 N. Grant Street           City     Stockton                   Zip   95202             
d.  UTM: (Give more than one for large and/or linear resources) Zone 10S,  651929  mE/   4205120  mN 

 e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, decimal degrees, etc., as appropriate)   
  APN: 139-210-080-000 
 
*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and 

boundaries) 
1080 N. Grant Street is a one-and-one-half story U-plan building clad in heavily textured stucco and capped with a hipped 
roof covered in red clay tile. All windows are aluminum sash in original openings unless otherwise noted. The primary (west) 
façade is symmetrically arranged with a recessed entry porch at center which shelters centrally located paired wood French 
doors with multi-lite transoms and surrounds, and several additional multi-lite entry doors. The porch is accessed via several 
concrete steps, supported by thick columns clad in stucco, and flanked by sliding windows. The central portion of the primary 
(west) façade includes decorative half-timbering and is flanked by slightly recessed wings with regularly arranged sliding 
windows. (See continuation sheet.) 

 
*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List 
attributes and codes)  HP41. Hospital           
*P4. Resources Present:  Building  
� Structure � Object � Site � District � 
Element of District � Other 
P5b. Description of Photo: (view, 
date, accession #)   West façade, view 
east (ARG, May 2021).                  
*P6. Date Constructed/Age and 
Source:Historic �Prehistoric �Both 
 1916 (CSUS Facilities, Planning and 
Operations Department)                   
*P7. Owner and Address: 
State of California, c/o Trustees of        
California State University, 401 Golden 
Shore, Long Beach, CA 90802                
*P8. Recorded by: (Name, affiliation, 
and address) Architectural Resources 
Group (ARG), Pier 9, The Embarcadero, 
Suite 107, San Francisco, CA 94111            
**P9. Date Recorded: August 25, 
2021   
 

*P10. Survey Type: (Describe) Intensive       
*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")  
ARG, “CSU Stanislaus Stockton Campus Historic Resource Evaluation,” prepared for Grupe Huber, August 25, 2021; 
ARG, “Stockton State Hospital District,” Department of Parks and Recreation 523D (District Record), August 25, 2021.  
*Attachments: �NONE  �Location Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record 
�Archaeological Record  �District Record  �Linear Feature Record  �Milling Station Record  �Rock Art Record   
�Artifact Record  �Photograph Record   � Other (List):                                                   

P5a.  Photograph or Drawing (Photograph required for buildings, structures, and objects.)  
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DPR 523B (9/2013) *Required information 

State of California  The Resources Agency  Primary #                                         
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#                                            

BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD  

(This space reserved for official comments.)  

  

B1. Historic Name:   1080 N. Grant Street 
B2. Common Name:  1080 N. Grant Street  
B3. Original Use:   Male ward         B4.  Present Use:    Vacant                          
*B5. Architectural Style:   Craftsman                                                                    
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations) 

The building was constructed in 1916 as a men’s ward for Stockton State Hospital (CSUS Facilities, Planning, and Operations 
Department, 1996). Based on review of historic and contemporary photographs and a site visit in May 2021, alterations 
include removal of all original windows and replacement with aluminum windows, and alterations to secondary entry doors. 

 
 

*B7. Moved? No   �Yes   �Unknown   Date:                     Original Location:                   
*B8. Related Features: None. 
 
 
 
B9a. Architect:   Office of the State Architect                          b. Builder:   Unknown                    
*B10. Significance:  Theme   Architecture                        Area     Hospital Design         
 Period of Significance       1914-1938      Property Type   Hospital       Applicable Criteria     C/3/3    

(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope. Also address  
integrity.) 

 
In 1851, the California State legislature passed a bill funding the establishment of three state hospitals for the indigent sick, 
to be located in San Francisco, Sacramento, and Stockton. By the close of 1851, the Stockton State Hospital was providing 
accommodations for mentally ill persons, in a small wooden building at the corner of El Dorado and Market streets with 
approximately twelve rooms (see continuation sheet). 

 
 
  
 
 
 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)                                               
*B12. References: 
 
 See continuation sheet. 
 
B13. Remarks: 
 
 
 
 
 
*B14. Evaluator:   Architectural Resources Group                                                                    

*Date of Evaluation:   August 25, 2021                             

N 
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P3a. Description (continued): 

At the roof, a centrally located shed dormer includes three sliding windows with ornamental wood 
shutters. The north and south facades have a similar appearance, and include multi-lite entry 
doors with multi-lite surrounds at the west, and continuous bands of double-hung windows at the 
east. A small projecting volume at the west side of the south façade is an addition and includes an 
additional entrance. The rear (east) façade expresses the building’s U-plan and includes regularly 
arranged double-hung windows and half-glazed secondary entry doors at all facets. At the roof, a 
centrally located shed dormer includes three sliding windows. All secondary entrances are 
accessed by concrete ramps with iron railings and some shaped balustrades. All facades terminate 
with moderate eave overhangs. 

B10. Significance (continued):   

In 1851, the California State legislature passed a bill funding the establishment of three state hospitals 
for the indigent sick, to be located in San Francisco, Sacramento, and Stockton. By the close of 1851, the 
Stockton State Hospital had opened at the corner of El Dorado and Market streets with approximately 
twelve rooms.1 Due to overcrowded conditions in many hospitals throughout California, the State 
legislature passed a law in 1852 mandating the separation of physically ill patients from those with 
mental illnesses. The mandate quickly led to acute overcrowding at the small Stockton facility, which 
was ordered to close in 1853 when the legislature created a new, alternative institution, to be called the 
Insane Asylum of the State of California. Stockton was selected to be the site of the new institution, in 
part due to its climate and proximity to San Francisco, Sacramento, and the state’s active mining areas. 
However, the selection was most directly secured by the contribution by Stockton’s founder Charles M. 
Weber of 100 undeveloped acres on which to build. This site, located several blocks north of the 
downtown district, became the campus of the Insane Asylum of the State of California. The facility 
opened to accept its first 272 patients on October 8, 1853 and was the first publicly funded psychiatric 
facility west of the Mississippi River.2 

At its opening, the facility consisted of one two-story brick building (no longer extant) located at the 
corner of Grant and Flora streets. This building expanded with the construction of three- and four-story 
wings in 1854, 1855, and 1857. This original building and the other major buildings constructed at the 
Insane Asylum of California during the nineteenth century were planned according to the Kirkbride Plan 
and based on the so-called “moral theory” of care, in which containment in an orderly, peaceful 
environment and exposure to natural light and air circulation were considered crucial to caring for and 

 
1 Architectural Resources Group, Inc. (ARG), “California State University, Stanislaus – Stockton Center, Former Stockton 
Development Center Cultural Resources Survey,” prepared for the City of Stockton, April 27, 2000 (revised), 10.  
2 ARG, “Cultural Resources Survey,” 10. 
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potentially healing the mentally ill. Hospitals designed using the Kirkbride Plan were large buildings with 
a formal, imposing primary façade and a narrow, stepped, linear footprint with staggered wings 
extending outward from the center.3 Interior arrangement saw administration, kitchens, public and 
reception areas, and apartments for the superintendent's family at the center of the building, and 
patient wards in the extending wings. Hospital staff was housed on-site, either within main building or in 
freestanding residences. Kirkbride also stressed the importance of a spacious natural or designed 
landscape around an asylum facility, including farmland where possible, all of which could be 
maintained in some cases by select patients.4  

Around the turn of the twentieth century, the Kirkbride Plan and the moral theory of care were eclipsed 
by newer approaches to mental health care treatment, which focused on somatic treatments, 
occupational therapies, and, towards the end of the period, psychoanalysis. As treatment modalities 
shifted, new construction at the Stockton State Hospital took different forms, which generally reflected 
the “cottage plan” design, wherein smaller, dispersed buildings replaced the larger, unified buildings of 
the Kirkbride Plan. The cottage plan continued to accommodate access to natural light, air circulation, 
and greenery, but constructed residential wards with more traditionally residential features and 
finishes, and separated non-residential activities, including occupational therapy and patient care, into 
stand-alone, purpose-built buildings.5 A typical cottage plan building was one or two stories and 
contained a single specialized ward, where same-gender patients experiencing similar degrees of mental 
illness could  be housed together. The scale of these buildings, along with their somewhat informal 
arrangement along tree-lined streets, gave mental health care facilities constructed according to the 
cottage plan design a campus-like setting, and represented a major shift away from the imposing 
institutional character of earlier-constructed facilities. 

1080 N. Grant Street was constructed in 1916 to serve as a men’s ward at Stockton State Hospital.6 
When constructed, it was a replica of the women’s ward building at 755 E. Magnolia Street. The 
building reflects the shift to “cottage plan” design that took place after the turn of the twentieth 
century. The building was designed by the Office of the State Architect, directed by State Architect 
George B. McDougall from 1913 through 1938; research has not uncovered specific architectural 
attribution for the building. The building is designed in the Craftsman style. Available archival 
records, including local newspapers, city directories, and census records, did not provide 

 
3 Carla Yanni, The Architecture of Madness: Insane Asylums in the United States (Minneapolis, MN: The University of Minnesota 
Press, 2007) 51-78 
4 Yanni, The Architecture of Madness, 51-78 
5 Dave Smith and Justin Jones, “Ahead of Its Time: The Stockton State Mental Asylum from the 1890’s to 1920’s,” published 
online, accessed July 14, 2021 at http://www.toddlertime.com/advocacy/hospitals/Asylum/stockton-state.htm. 
6 California State University, Stanislaus Facilities, Planning, and Operations Department, “Facilities of the Stockton 
Developmental Center,” March 1996. 
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information about any patients who resided at this property – people who lived and worked at 
Stockton State Hospital were generally listed under the unspecific address of “State Hospital.” 

Architectural Context: Craftsman 

The Craftsman style first originated in California in the early twentieth century as a direct response to 
the English Arts and Crafts movement, which sought to highlight the craftsmanship of skilled laborers 
while embracing the simplicity of a pre-industrial time. Craftsmanship as the hallmark of the style is 
often reflected in the use of wood construction; projecting eaves and overhanging gables with exposed 
rafters; open porches with heavy square porch columns; and an extension of the Craftsman aesthetic 
into furniture, fixture, and landscape designs.7 In 1903, brothers Charles Sumner Greene and Henry 
Mather Greene of the Pasadena-based architectural firm, Greene and Greene, began designing many of 
the early Craftsman residences that would serve as precursors of the style. In 1908, Greene and Greene 
designed the Gamble House in Pasadena, one of the earliest and most notable high style examples of 
Craftsman architecture in the country. In addition to the English Arts and Crafts movement, architects 
producing Craftsman designs were also influenced by architecture found throughout Europe as well as 
intricate and detailed wood structures in Japan—ultimately bringing a measure of eclecticism to the 
style.8 While Craftsman homes were most prevalent in California, the style was predominantly used for 
smaller residences throughout the country from approximately 1905 to 1930. The Craftsman style is 
often defined by rectangular or complex plans; a low pitched, gabled roof with wide, overhanging and 
unenclosed eaves; decorative beams or braces beneath gables; full or partial-width porches with 
tapered square support columns extending to the ground level; and comprise of one or one and one-
half stories in height, with some two story examples.9 Plans for Craftsman bungalows became widely 
publicized across nationally syndicated magazines and publications, helping to create a market for house 
plans, sometimes offering pre-cut packages of lumber and detailing to be assembled by local laborers. 
As a result, the one-story Craftsman bungalow—also referred to as the “California bungalow”—became 
a ubiquitous architectural subtype across America. However, high style examples with custom-designed 

 
7 Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission, “Bungalow/Craftsman Style 1900 – 1930,” published online at the website of 
the Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission, accessed June 15, 2021 at 
http://www.phmc.state.pa.us/portal/communities/architecture/styles/bungalow.html; Teresa Grimes, “Context: Architecture 
and Engineering; Theme: Arts and Crafts Movement, 1895-1930; Theme: Housing the Masses, 1880-1980; Sub-Theme: Arts and 
Crafts Neighborhoods, 1890-1930,” SurveyLA Los Angeles Citywide Historic Context Statement, prepared for the City of Los 
Angeles, Department of City Planning, Office of Historic Resources, June 2016, accessed June 15, 2021 at  
https://planning.lacity.org/odocument/18037253-197d-483a-8b13-c85fcd553fe8/ArtsandCraftsMovement_1895-1930.pdf. 
8 Teresa Grimes, “Context: Architecture and Engineering; Theme: Arts and Crafts Movement, 1895-1930; Theme: Housing the 
Masses, 1880-1980; Sub-Theme: Arts and Crafts Neighborhoods, 1890-1930.”  
9 Virginia and Lee McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses (New York: Knopf, 2013) 567. 

http://www.phmc.state.pa.us/portal/communities/architecture/styles/bungalow.html
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details such as elaborate woodwork, stained glass, and other fixtures, remained largely concentrated on 
the West Coast.10 

California State Architect George B. McDougall 

Construction of 1080 N. Grant Street was overseen by California State Architect George B. 
McDougall, who served as State Architect from 1913 through 1938.11 During the period that the building 
was designed, there were fewer than thirty employees working in the Office of the State Architect.12 
George Barnett McDougall was born in San Francisco in 1868.13 His father Barnett McDougall moved to 
San Francisco in 1856 and was a prolific architect and builder. Barnett McDougall trained his son George, 
along with two other sons, Charles, and Benjamin: together, they practiced in San Francisco as B. 
McDougall & Sons until 1897, when the three brothers established the firm McDougall Brothers, 
Architects.14 George B. McDougall was operating as a junior partner in his family’s firm when selected to 
serve as State Architect in 1913. In 1921, he advanced to become the Chief of the Department of 
Architecture. George B. McDougall served as State Architect for twenty-five years, during a period of 
immense growth in both the State of California and the department of the State Architect. Among the 
many projects built under his name, notable works included several piers and bulkheads along the 
Embarcadero in San Francisco (1912-1915); California State Normal Schools (Teachers Colleges) in 
Fresno (1915), San Francisco (1924-1935) and San Diego (1935); the California State Printing Office in 
Sacramento (1922), and buildings at state hospitals including Stockton, Mendocino, Agnews (Santa 
Clara) and Patton (San Bernadino). McDougall’s influence was noted as “encouraging … the trend of our 
State architects to improve upon the architecture of State institutional buildings, adopting a style that is 
in keeping with climatic conditions and natural environment.”15 Many of these works were executed in 
the Spanish Colonial Revival or Mediterranean Revival style, which was widely popular in California from 
the 1910s through the 1930s. George B McDougall retired from his post in 1938, and died in Marin 
County, California in 1957.16  

Current Historic Status 

 
10 McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses, 578. 
11 Page & Turnbull, Inc., “Agnews State Hospital Historic American Building Survey [HABS],” in the collection of the Library of 
Congress, HABS No. CA-2710, 2016, 7. 
12 Page & Turnbull, Inc., “Agnews State Hospital Historic American Building Survey HABS,” 8. 
13 Pacific Coast Architectural Database (PCAD), “George Barnett McDougall (Architect),” website of the Pacific Coast 
Architectural Database (PCAD), accessed July 26, 2021 at http://pcad.lib.washington.edu/person/1839/.  
14 John Edward Powell, “McDougall Bros.,” published at the website of A Guide to Historic Architecture in Fresno, California, 
accessed July 26, 2021 at http://historicfresno.org/bio/mcdougal.htm.  
15 Frederick Hamilton, “Tower, California School for the Blind, Berkeley,” Architect and Engineer, February 1932; reprinted in 
Page & Turnbull, “55 Laguna Street, San Francisco HABS Level II Documentation,” prepared for the City of San Francisco, 2012.  
16 PCAD, “George Barnett McDougall (Architect).” 

http://pcad.lib.washington.edu/person/1839/
http://historicfresno.org/bio/mcdougal.htm
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1080 N. Grant Street a contributor to California Registered Historical Landmark No. 1016, which was 
designated as the Stockton Developmental Center District in 1995; this district was automatically placed 
on the California Register of Historical Resources (California Register) in 1996, when all California State 
Historical Landmarks above No. 770 were placed on the California Register. In 1997 the California State 
Historic Preservation Officer confirmed that the boundaries of the California Landmark/California 
Register-listed historic district conform to the historic boundaries of the site of the Stockton 
Development Center campus, and that buildings within the boundaries of the historic district that were 
more than fifty years old at the time of the California Landmark listing (i.e., buildings constructed before 
1945) would be considered contributors to the historic district.17  

In 2000, ARG completed a Cultural Resources Survey (CRS) for the CSU Stanislaus, Stockton Campus for 
the City of Stockton. The CRS determined that a historic district was present at the CSU Stanislaus, 
Stockton Campus that was eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (National Register), 
California Register, and Stockton Historic Register, with 1080 N. Grant Street included as a contributing 
property.18 The findings of the CRS were not used to initiate listing the district on the National Register 
or Stockton Historic Register, nor were they used to officially update the California Register listing. 

Evaluation 

1080 N. Grant Street is evaluated here for individual eligibility for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places (National Register), California Register of Historical Resources (California Register), as a 
California Landmark, and for eligibility for listing on the Stockton Historic Register It is also evaluated as 
a contributor to the Stockton State Hospital District, which was the only district found eligible for the 
National, California, and Stockton Historic registers in the evaluation conducted for a DPR 523D form 
completed in conjunction with this 523B form.19 The evaluative framework for these findings is detailed 
in “CSU Stanislaus Stockton Campus Historic Resource Evaluation,” prepared by ARG, Inc. for Grupe 
Huber, August 25, 2021.  

National Register/California Register  

The National Register criteria form the basis for the California Register criteria, and are evaluated 
together here. 

 
17 Daniel Abeyta writing for Cherilyn Widell, State Historic Preservation Officer, correspondence with Wendy Goff, Associate 
Planner, Real Estate Services Division, Project Management Division, Sacramento, CA, dated August 13, 1997.  
18 ARG, “Cultural Resources Survey,” 3-4. 
19 ARG, “Stockton State Hospital District,” Department of Parks and Recreation 523D (District Record), August 2021. 
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Criterion A/1: 1080 N. Grant Street was constructed in 1916 as a men’s ward at Stockton State 
Hospital. It reflects the shift to “cottage plan” design that took place after the turn of the 
twentieth century. Research does not indicate that any discrete historically significant events 
have taken place at the building. While the building was part of the general pattern of mental 
health care in California and of the shift to “cottage plan” design at hospitals and other 
institutional care facilities after the turn of the twentieth century, the building does not have an 
individual association with these patterns, such as being the first of its type or influential upon 
later construction, such that it would be individually eligible for the National or California 
Register. For this reason, 1080 N. Grant Street is not eligible for the National or California 
Register under Criterion A/1. 

Criterion B/2: 1080 N. Grant Street was constructed as a men’s ward and housed a series of 
patients at Stockton State Hospital. Available archival records, including local newspapers, 
city directories, and census records, did not provide information about any patients who 
resided at this property – people who lived and worked at Stockton State Hospital were 
generally listed under the unspecific address of “State Hospital.” For these reasons, the 
building is not eligible for the National or California Register under Criterion B/2. 

Criterion C/3: 1080 N. Grant Street is designed in the Craftsman style and displays some of the 
basic character-defining features of the style including a generally rectangular plan low pitched 
roof; projecting eaves; and porch columns. However, the building lacks other character-defining 
features of the style including expressive use of wood; overhanging gables; exposed rafters; 
decorative beams or braces beneath gables; and full or partial-width porches. The building has 
undergone some alterations including removal of all original windows and replacement with 
aluminum windows, and alterations to secondary entry doors, which diminish its ability to 
convey its architectural style. The building was designed by the Office of the State Architect 
which was overseen at the time of its construction by George B. McDougall, although direct 
attribution has not been found. The building does not possess high artistic values. For these 
reasons, the building is not eligible for the National or California Register under Criterion C/3. 

Criterion D/4: This criterion is generally applied to archaeological resources, and the evaluation 
of the property for eligibility under this criterion was beyond the scope of this study. 

California Historical Landmark 
 
To be eligible for listing as a California Historical Landmark, a property or district must be of statewide 
historical importance to California and meet one of three evaluative requirements.   
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Requirement 1: 1080 N. Grant Street is not the first, last, only, or most significant historical 
multi-unit or group residential building in the Northern California region. Therefore, the 
building is not eligible as a California Historical Landmark under Requirement 1. 

Requirement 2: 1080 N. Grant Street is not associated with an individual or group having a 
profound influence on the history of California. For this reason, the site is not eligible as a 
California Historical Landmark under Requirement 2.  

Requirement 3: 1080 N. Grant Street is not outstanding example of Craftsman style 
architecture. It is not the work of a pioneer architect, designer, or master builder.  The 
building does not have excellent physical integrity. For these reasons, the building is not 
eligible as a California Historical Landmark under Requirement 3. 

Stockton Historic Register 

In considering an artifact, natural feature, or structure for individual listing in the Stockton Historic 
Register, the Stockton Cultural Heritage Board applies eleven evaluative criteria. 1080 N. Grant Street is 
not individually eligible for listing in the Stockton Historic Register under any of the eleven criteria: the 
building is not of archeological interest (Criterion 1); it does not display important architectural 
craftsmanship, style, type, or authorship (Criteria 2, 3, 4, and 10);  it is not the location of a historic 
event or pattern of events (Criteria 5 and 6); it does not represent an established and familiar historic 
feature  or have a specific relationship to another historic landmark (Criteria 7 and 8); it is not associated 
with a significant person (Criterion 9); and it is not an element of the natural environment that 
contributes to the well-being of the people of the city, state, or Nation (Criterion 11).  For these reasons, 
the property is not eligible for listing on the Stockton Historic Register. 

National/California/Stockton Register-Eligible Stockton State Hospital District 

The Stockton State Hospital District has been determined eligible through research and evaluation 
conducted for the CSU Stanislaus Stockton Campus Historic Resource Evaluation, completed by ARG in 
August 2021. The district is eligible for the National, California, and Stockton Historic registers under 
Criterion C/3/3, as a distinguishable entity that conveys the “cottage plan” design movement that 
emerged at hospitals and institutional care facilities after the turn of the twentieth century. The period 
of significance for this finding is 1914-1938, reflecting the range of years during which the buildings that 
reflect the cottage plan were constructed. 

1080 N. Grant Street was constructed in 1916, within the period of significance for the Stockton State 
Hospital District. The building was constructed to serve as a men’s ward and reflects the smaller scale, 
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informal arrangement, “residential” feel, and purpose-built use that characterize the cottage plan. For 
these reasons, 1080 N. Grant Street is a contributor to the Stockton State Hospital District. 

Integrity Assessment 

Based on review of historic and contemporary photographs and a site visit in May 2021, alterations 
include removal of all original windows and replacement with aluminum windows, and alterations 
to secondary entry doors. The building has not been moved and retains integrity of location. It also 
retains integrity of design because no major changes have been made to its overall form. Integrity 
of materials and workmanship is slightly diminished due to the removal of all original windows and 
alterations to secondary entrances. The building retains integrity of setting, feeling, and association 
because its surroundings are largely unchanged, it generally reflects its historic appearance, and it 
remains generally configured for the use for which it was constructed (although long vacant). ARG 
concludes that despite slightly diminished integrity of materials, and workmanship, the subject property 
retains sufficient integrity to convey its historical appearance and any potential historic significance. 

Conclusion 

1080 N. Grant Street is not individually eligible for listing in the National Register, the California Register, 
as a California Historical Landmark, or on the Stockton Historic Register. The building is eligible for listing 
in the National, California, and Stockton Historic registers a contributor to the 
National/California/Stockton Register-eligible Stockton State Hospital District. 
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Additional Photos:  

 
West façade, view southeast (ARG, May 2021) 

 
North façade, view south (ARG, May 2021) 
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East façade, view west (ARG, May 2021) 

 
South façade, view north (ARG, May 2021) 
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1080 N. Grant Street, ca. 1930 (California Department of Finance Historical Record) 
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DPR 523A (9/2013) *Required information 

State of California  The Resources Agency   Primary #      
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #  

PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial      
       NRHP Status Code  
    Other Listings       
    Review Code           Reviewer                  Date                   

*P2. Location:  �  Not for Publication       Unrestricted   
 *a.  County    San Joaquin                   and (P2c, P2e, and P2b or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 
 *b. USGS 7.5' Quad  Stockton West  Date  2018    T   ; R    ;    � of    � of Sec   ;      B.M. 

c.  Address   1190 N. Grant Street             City     Stockton                   Zip   95202             
d.  UTM: (Give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone 10S,  651997  mE/   4204122  mN 

 e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, decimal degrees, etc., as appropriate)   
  APN: 139-210-080-000 
 
*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and 

boundaries) 
1190 N. Grant Street is a one-story double-height rectangular-plan building clad in stucco and capped with a flat roof. The 
primary (west) façade is symmetrically arranged and spanned by a one-story porch that is accessed from all sides by low 
concrete steps and sheltered by a shed roof covered with asphalt shingle and supported by six square concrete pillars. The 
porch shelters two paired entry doors and an additional pedestrian entrance. The upper portion of the primary (west) façade 
includes three rectangular stucco vents. The north and south façades both include small shed-roof one-story volumes at 
their east and west ends, which include small regularly arranged metal sash windows. The remainder of these façades are 
largely blind, with several metal pedestrian entrance doors and, at the upper portions, square stucco vents.  
(See continuation sheet.) 

 
*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List 
attributes and codes)  HP41. Hospital           
*P4. Resources Present:  Building  
� Structure � Object � Site � District � 
Element of District � Other 
P5b. Description of Photo: (view, 
date, accession #)   West façade, view 
east (ARG, May 2021).                  
*P6. Date Constructed/Age and 
Source:Historic �Prehistoric �Both 
 1950 (CSUS Facilities, Planning and 
Operations Department)                   
*P7. Owner and Address: 
State of California, c/o Trustees of        
California State University, 401 Golden 
Shore, Long Beach, CA 90802                
*P8. Recorded by: (Name, affiliation, 
and address) Architectural Resources 
Group (ARG), Pier 9, The Embarcadero, 
Suite 107, San Francisco, CA 94111           
*P9. Date Recorded: August 25, 2021   
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe) 
Intensive       

*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")  
ARG, “CSU Stanislaus Stockton Campus Historic Resource Evaluation,” prepared for Grupe Huber, August 25, 2021; 
ARG, “Stockton State Hospital District,” Department of Parks and Recreation 523D (District Record), August 25, 2021.  
*Attachments: �NONE  �Location Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record 
�Archaeological Record  �District Record  �Linear Feature Record  �Milling Station Record  �Rock Art Record   
�Artifact Record  �Photograph Record   � Other (List):                                                   

P5a.  Photograph or Drawing (Photograph required for buildings, structures, and objects.)  



*Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)  1190 N. Grant Street______*NRHP Status Code       6Z           
Page   2   of   13  
 

 

DPR 523B (9/2013) *Required information 

State of California  The Resources Agency  Primary #                                         
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#                                            

BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD  

(This space reserved for official comments.)  

  

B1. Historic Name:  1190 N. Grant Street                                                                        
B2. Common Name:  1190 N. Grant Street/Bertha Knowles Auditorium                                                    
                                                                  B3. Original Use:   Auditorium              
  B4.  Present Use:   Auditorium                      
*B5. Architectural Style:  Spanish Eclectic                                                                     
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations) 

The building was constructed in 1950 as a performance auditorium for Stockton State Hospital (CSUS Facilities, Planning, and 
Operations Department, 1996). Based on review of contemporary photographs and a site visit in May 2021, the building has 
not undergone any notable exterior alterations.  

*B7. Moved? No   �Yes   �Unknown   Date:                     Original Location:                   
*B8. Related Features: None. 
 
 
 
B9a. Architect:  Office of the State Architect           b. Builder:   Unknown                      
*B10. Significance:  Theme   n/a           Area     n/a     
 Period of Significance       n/a    Property Type   Hospital/Auditorium      Applicable Criteria  n/a    

(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope. Also address  
integrity.) 

 
In 1851, the California State legislature passed a bill funding the establishment of three state hospitals for the indigent sick, 
to be located in San Francisco, Sacramento, and Stockton. By the close of 1851, the Stockton State Hospital was providing 
accommodations for mentally ill persons, in a small wooden building at the corner of El Dorado and Market streets with 
approximately twelve rooms (see continuation sheet). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)                                               
*B12. References: 
 
 See continuation sheet. 
 
B13. Remarks: 
 
 
 
 
*B14. Evaluator:   Architectural Resources Group                                                                    

*Date of Evaluation:  August 25, 2021                              
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P3a. Description (continued): 

The rear (east) façade includes a blind, lower-height projecting volume, flanked by one-story 
volumes capped with shed roofs and featuring small regularly arranged metal sash windows. All 
façades terminate with flush rooflines, except for the porch which terminates with projecting 
eaves with exposed rafters ends. 

B10. Significance (continued):   

In 1851, the California State legislature passed a bill funding the establishment of three state hospitals 
for the indigent sick, to be located in San Francisco, Sacramento, and Stockton. By the close of 1851, the 
Stockton State Hospital had opened at the corner of El Dorado and Market streets with approximately 
twelve rooms.1 Due to overcrowded conditions in many hospitals throughout California, the State 
legislature passed a law in 1852 mandating the separation of physically ill patients from those with 
mental illnesses. The mandate quickly led to acute overcrowding at the small Stockton facility, which 
was ordered to close in 1853 when the legislature created a new, alternative institution, to be called the 
Insane Asylum of the State of California. Stockton was selected to be the site of the new institution, in 
part due to its climate and proximity to San Francisco, Sacramento, and the state’s active mining areas. 
However, the selection was most directly secured by the contribution by Stockton’s founder Charles M. 
Weber of 100 undeveloped acres on which to build. This site, located several blocks north of the 
downtown district, became the campus of the Insane Asylum of the State of California. The facility 
opened to accept its first 272 patients on October 8, 1853 and was the first publicly funded psychiatric 
facility west of the Mississippi River.2 

At its opening, the facility consisted of one two-story brick building (no longer extant) located at the 
corner of Grant and Flora streets. This building expanded with the construction of three- and four-story 
wings in 1854, 1855, and 1857. This original building and the other major buildings constructed at the 
Insane Asylum of California during the nineteenth century were planned according to the Kirkbride Plan 
and based on the so-called “moral theory” of care, in which containment in an orderly, peaceful 
environment and exposure to natural light and air circulation were considered crucial to caring for and 
potentially healing the mentally ill. Hospitals designed using the Kirkbride Plan were large buildings with 
a formal, imposing primary façade and a narrow, stepped, linear footprint with staggered wings 
extending outward from the center.3 Interior arrangement saw administration, kitchens, public and 

 
1 Architectural Resources Group, Inc. (ARG), “California State University, Stanislaus – Stockton Center, Former Stockton 
Development Center Cultural Resources Survey,” prepared for the City of Stockton, April 27, 2000 (revised), 10.  
2 ARG, “Cultural Resources Survey,” 10. 
3 Carla Yanni, The Architecture of Madness: Insane Asylums in the United States (Minneapolis, MN: The University of Minnesota 
Press, 2007) 51-78. 



 

DPR 523L (9/2013) 

State of California - The Resources Agency  Primary#                         
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #     
       Trinomial  

CONTINUATION SHEET     

Property Name: __1190 N. Grant Street________________________________________________________________________  
Page ___4 __ of __13___ 

reception areas, and apartments for the superintendent's family at the center of the building, and 
patient wards in the extending wings. Hospital staff was housed on-site, either within main building or in 
freestanding residences. Kirkbride also stressed the importance of a spacious natural or designed 
landscape around an asylum facility, including farmland where possible, all of which could be 
maintained in some cases by select patients.4  

Around the turn of the twentieth century, the Kirkbride Plan and the moral theory of care were eclipsed 
by newer approaches to mental health care treatment, which focused on somatic treatments, 
occupational therapies, and, towards the end of the period, psychoanalysis. As treatment modalities 
shifted, new construction at the Stockton State Hospital took different forms, which generally reflected 
the “cottage plan” design, wherein smaller, dispersed buildings replaced the larger, unified buildings of 
the Kirkbride Plan. The cottage plan continued to accommodate access to nat10ural light, air circulation, 
and greenery, but constructed residential wards with more traditionally residential features and 
finishes, and separated non-residential activities, including occupational therapy and patient care, into 
stand-alone, purpose-built buildings.5 A typical cottage plan building was one or two stories and 
contained a single specialized ward, where same-gender patients experiencing similar degrees of mental 
illness could  be housed together. The scale of these buildings, along with their somewhat informal 
arrangement along tree-lined streets, gave mental health care facilities constructed according to the 
cottage plan design a campus-like setting, and represented a major shift away from the imposing 
institutional character of earlier-constructed facilities. 

The post-World War II era was characterized by a broad push for modernization in many public facilities, 
and Stockton State Hospital underwent a successful campaign to replace outdated patient care 
buildings. Treatment modalities for mental illness also shifted during this era, in seemingly disparate 
directions. More extreme physical treatments including electroshock therapy and lobotomies were 
commonly used beginning in the 1940s. At the same time, patients had broader access to effective 
medications, psychoanalysis, and an ever-increasing range of occupational therapies, which often 
included some level of community interaction, laying the nascent groundwork for the upcoming era of 
deinstitutionalization.  

In the era between 1948 and 1968, new construction at Stockton State Hospital included patient wards, 
patient care facilities, an auditorium for performances, and administrative and lite industrial buildings. In 
their form and arrangement, buildings constructed during this era reflected ongoing shifts in treatment 
modalities for mentally ill persons. More extreme physical treatments necessitated construction of 

 
4 Yanni, The Architecture of Madness, 51-78 
5 Dave Smith and Justin Jones, “Ahead of Its Time: The Stockton State Mental Asylum from the 1890’s to 1920’s,” published 
online, accessed July 14, 2021 at http://www.toddlertime.com/advocacy/hospitals/Asylum/stockton-state.htm. 
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larger surgical wards often with a more formal appearance to state hospital campuses. As drug 
treatments improved, architectural designers began to recommend more open spaces, higher-quality 
interior finishes, and fewer security barriers and enclosures.6 Occupational therapy buildings provided 
spaces for music, dance, theater, and social clubs, often with some level of integration with a broader 
community.  

1190 N. Grant Street was constructed in 1950 to serve as a performance auditorium for Stockton 
State Hospital.7 The building reflects the ever-increasing range of occupational therapies, including 
artistic expression, and the shift towards greater integration between the hospital and the broader 
community. The building was designed by the Office of the State Architect, which was overseen by 
Anson C. Boyd between 1940 and 1962. However, when the auditorium was constructed in 1950, 
the Office of the State Architect employed over 400 architects and designers.8 This volume of employees 
diminishes the likelihood that Boyd personally oversaw the design of the auditorium; biographical 
information is not provided here for Boyd for this reason. The building is designed in the Spanish 
Eclectic style. Available archival records, including local newspapers, city directories, and census 
records, did not provide any specific information about this building, other than its use through 
many years as an auditorium. By the 1990s the building was referred to as the Bertha Knowles 
Auditorium, named in honor of Stockton Developmental Center employee Bertha Knowles.9 

Architectural Context: Spanish Eclectic 

The Spanish Eclectic style of architecture, also known as Spanish Revival, was most commonly found in 
the American southwest, particularly in California, Texas, and Arizona, with some iterations in Florida.10 
Preceded by the related Mission Revival style, Spanish Eclectic proliferated across these regions from 
1915 to 1940 and drew from themes seen in Spain’s early American colonial settlements.11 Distinctive 
elements of the style include clay tile roofs, round arch openings, and carved wooden doors. Some early 
prototypes of Spanish Eclectic trace back to the 1915 Panama California Exposition in San Diego, which 

 
6 Lucy D. Ozarin, “New Horizons in Psychiatry,” Architectural Record, Volume 12, No. 5, November 1956, 202-203.  
7 California State University, Stanislaus Facilities, Planning, and Operations Department, “Facilities of the Stockton 
Developmental Center,” March 1996. 
8 Page & Turnbull, Inc., “Agnews State Hospital Historic American Building Survey HABS,” Library of Congress, HABS No. CA-
2710, 2016, 8.  
9 “Foster Grandparent,” Los Angeles Times, August 30, 1985, published online, accessed August 11, 2021 at 
https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-1985-08-30-vw-25493-story.html. 
10 Virginia and Lee McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses (New York: Knopf, 2013) 522. 
11 Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission, “Spanish Colonial Revival Style, 1915-1940,” published online at the website 
of the Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission, accessed June 15, 2021 at 
http://www.phmc.state.pa.us/portal/communities/architecture/styles/spanish-colonial-revival.html. 
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featured a variety of Spanish style buildings designed by Bertram Goodhue and Carleton Winslow, Sr.12 
By the 1920s, Spanish Eclectic became increasingly popular as more architects began to study the 
building traditions of Spain, while incorporating other influences from Moorish, Byzantine, Gothic, and 
Renaissance design.13 Entire communities in Southern California and parts of Florida were being 
constructed in the Spanish Eclectic style, while older towns in these areas were employing the style in 
new construction. Spanish Eclectic buildings were also distinctive in their form, scale, and massing. 
Much like vernacular buildings found in rural parts of Spain, Spanish Eclectic structures could be 
gradually expanded upon in very informal, additive ways. As a result, emphasis on the Spanish Eclectic 
building’s design was placed primarily on its varied massing.14 This flexibility lent itself well to the use of 
the style in larger scale institutional and church buildings, which often needed to conform to specific 
sizes or configurations. The common character-defining features of Spanish Eclectic buildings include an 
asymmetrical and horizontal assemblage of building masses; low-pitched clay tile roofs, with little or no 
overhanging eaves; stucco or plastered wall surfaces; elaborate chimney tops; arched openings; round, 
square, or polygonal towers; patios, courtyards, covered porches, and balconies; stucco or tile 
decorative vents; and the use of wrought iron, wood, cast stone, terra cotta, or polychromatic tile.15    

Current Historic Status 

Stockton Developmental Center District was designated California Registered Historical Landmark No. 
1016 in 1995; this district was automatically placed on the California Register of Historical Resources 
(California Register) in 1996, when all California State Historical Landmarks above No. 770 were placed 
on the California Register. In 1997 the California State Historic Preservation Officer confirmed that the 
boundaries of the California Landmark/California Register-listed historic district conform to the historic 
boundaries of the site of the Stockton Development Center campus, and that buildings within the 
boundaries of the historic district that were more than fifty years old at the time of the California 
Landmark listing (i.e., buildings constructed before 1945) would be considered contributors to the 
historic district.16  1190 N. Grant Street was constructed in 1950 and is therefore not a contributor to 
California Registered Historical Landmark No. 1016 nor is it listed on the California Register.  

 
12 Daniel Prosser, “Context: Architecture and Engineering; Theme: Mediterranean & Indigenous Revival Architecture, 1893-
1948,” SurveyLA Los Angeles Citywide Historic Context Statement, prepared for the City of Los Angeles, Department of City 
Planning, Office of Historic Resources, November 2018, accessed June 15, 2021 at  
https://planning.lacity.org/odocument/097f6db5-feee-43f5-a448-
fd140763de90/MediterraneanandIndigenousRevivalArchitecture_1893-1948.pdf. 
13 Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission, “Spanish Colonial Revival Style, 1915-1940.” 
14 McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses, 534. 
15 Prosser, “Context: Architecture and Engineering; Theme: Mediterranean & Indigenous Revival Architecture, 1893-1948.” 
16 Daniel Abeyta writing for Cherilyn Widell, State Historic Preservation Officer, correspondence with Wendy Goff, Associate 
Planner, Real Estate Services Division, Project Management Division, Sacramento, CA, dated August 13, 1997.  
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In 2000, ARG completed a Cultural Resources Survey (CRS) for the CSU Stanislaus, Stockton Campus for 
the City of Stockton. The CRS determined that a historic district was present at the CSU Stanislaus, 
Stockton Campus that was eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (National Register), 
California Register, and Stockton Historic Register, with a period of significance of 1853 through 1946.17 
1190 N. Grant Street was constructed outside of the period of significance and was found to be a non-
contributing property to the historic district. The findings of the CRS were not used to initiate listing the 
district on the National Register or Stockton Historic Register, nor were they used to officially update the 
California Register listing. 

Evaluation 

1190 N. Grant Street is evaluated here for individual eligibility for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places (National Register), California Register of Historical Resources (California Register), as a 
California Landmark, and for eligibility for listing on the Stockton Historic Register. It is also evaluated as 
a contributor to the Stockton State Hospital District, which was the only district found eligible for the 
National, California, and Stockton Historic registers in the evaluation conducted for a DPR 523D form 
completed in conjunction with this 523B form.18 The evaluative framework for these findings is detailed 
in “CSU Stanislaus Stockton Campus Historic Resource Evaluation,” prepared by ARG, Inc. for Grupe 
Huber, August 25, 2021.  

National Register/California Register  

The National Register criteria form the basis for the California Register criteria, and are evaluated 
together here. 

Criterion A/1: 1190 N. Grant Street was constructed in 1950 during a general period of 
modernization at Stockton State Hospital. The building reflects the ever-increasing range of 
occupational therapies, including artistic expression, at the facility and the shift towards greater 
integration between the hospital and the broader community. Research does not indicate that 
any discrete historically significant events have taken place at the building. While the building 
was part of the general pattern of modernization and of the expansion of occupational therapies 
and integration with the broader community, the building does not have a direct individual 
association with these patterns, such as being the first of its type or influential upon later 
construction, such that it would be individually eligible for the National or California Register. 

 
17 ARG, “Cultural Resources Survey,” 3-4. 
18 ARG, “Stockton State Hospital District,” Department of Parks and Recreation 523D (District Record), August 2021. 
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For this reason, 1190 N. Grant Street is not eligible for the National or California Register under 
Criterion A/1. 

Criterion B/2: 1190 N. Grant Street was constructed as an auditorium and has been used for 
countless events. Available archival records, including local newspapers, city directories, and 
census records, did not provide any indication that the building has any association with any 
significant person or organizations. For these reasons, the building is not eligible for the National 
or California Register under Criterion B/2. 

Criterion C/3: 1190 N. Grant Street is designed in a minimal interpretation of the Spanish 
Eclectic style and reflects some of the basic character-defining features of the style including a 
low-pitched clay tile roof with little or no overhanging eaves; a covered porch; stucco vents; and 
stucco cladding. It does not include the more exuberant character-defining features of the style 
such as elaborate chimney tops; arched openings; round, square, or polygonal towers; 
balconies; and the use of wrought iron, wood, cast stone, terra cotta, or polychromatic tile.  
Although the building does not appear to have undergone any notable exterior alterations, it 
does not include a concentration of character-defining features of the Spanish Eclectic style such 
that it could be said to embody the style. The building was designed by the Office of the State 
Architect which was overseen at the time of its construction by George B. McDougall, although 
direct attribution has not been found. While broadly accomplished, the Office of the State 
Architect is not considered a master architect due to the large number of architects and 
designers that worked within the office at any one time. The building does not possess high 
artistic value. For these reasons, the building is not eligible for the National or California Register 
under Criterion C/3. 

Criterion D/4: This criterion is generally applied to archaeological resources, and the evaluation 
of the property for eligibility under this criterion was beyond the scope of this study. 

California Historical Landmark 
 
To be eligible for listing as a California Historical Landmark, a property or district must be of statewide 
historical importance to California and meet one of three evaluative requirements.   

 
Requirement 1: 1190 N. Grant Street is not the first, last, only, or most significant historical 
auditorium building in the Northern California region. Therefore, the building is not eligible 
as a California Historical Landmark under Requirement 1. 
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Requirement 2: 1190 N. Grant Street is not associated with an individual or group having a 
profound influence on the history of California. For this reason, the site is not eligible as a 
California Historical Landmark under Requirement 2.  

Requirement 3: 1190 N. Grant Street is not outstanding example of the Spanish Eclectic style 
of architecture. It is not the work of a pioneer architect, designer, or master builder. The 
building has good but not excellent physical integrity. For these reasons, the building is not 
eligible as a California Historical Landmark under Requirement 3. 

Stockton Historic Register 

In considering an artifact, natural feature, or structure for individual listing in the Stockton Historic 
Register, the Stockton Cultural Heritage Board applies eleven evaluative criteria. 1190 N. Grant Street is 
not individually eligible for listing in the Stockton Historic Register under any of the eleven criteria: the 
building is not of archeological interest (Criterion 1); it does not display important architectural 
craftsmanship, style, type, or authorship (Criteria 2, 3, 4, and 10);  it is not the location of a historic 
event or pattern of events (Criteria 5 and 6); it does not represent an established and familiar historic 
feature or have a specific relationship to another historic landmark (Criteria 7 and 8); it is not associated 
with a significant person (Criterion 9); and it is not an element of the natural environment that 
contributes to the well-being of the people of the city, state, or Nation (Criterion 11).  For these reasons, 
the property is not eligible for listing on the Stockton Historic Register. 

National/California/Stockton Register-Eligible Stockton State Hospital District 

The Stockton State Hospital District has been identified through research and evaluation conducted for 
the CSU Stanislaus Stockton Campus Historic Resource Evaluation, completed by ARG in August 2021. 
The district is eligible for the National, California, and Stockton Historic registers under Criterion C/3/3, 
as a distinguishable entity that conveys the “cottage plan” design movement that emerged at hospitals 
and institutional care facilities after the turn of the twentieth century. The period of significance for this 
finding is 1914-1938, reflecting the range of years during which the buildings that reflect the cottage 
plan were constructed. 

1190 N. Grant Street was constructed in 1950, outside of the period of significance for the Stockton 
State Hospital District. The building does not reflect the smaller scale, informal arrangement, 
“residential” feel, and purpose-built use that characterize the cottage plan. For these reasons, 1190 N. 
Grant Street is not a contributor to the Stockton State Hospital District. 
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Integrity Assessment 

Based on a review of contemporary photographs, a site visit in May 2021, and information 
provided by Master Developer Grupe Huber, 1190 N. Grant Street has not undergone any notable 
exterior alterations. The building retains integrity of location, design, materials, workmanship, 
setting, feeling, and association. ARG concludes that the building retains sufficient integrity to convey 
its historical appearance and any potential historic significance. 

Conclusion 

1190 N. Grant Street is not individually eligible for listing in the National Register, the California Register, 
as a California Historical Landmark, or for the Stockton Historic Register. 1190 N. Grant Street is also not 
a contributor to the National/California/Stockton Register-eligible Stockton State Hospital District. 
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Additional Photos:  

 
South façade, view north (ARG, May 2021) 

 
North façade, view southeast (ARG, May 2021 
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East façade, view southwest (ARG, May 2021) 

 



Page  1    of   13 *Resource Name or #: (Assigned by recorder)    1203 N. Grant Street                   
P1. Other Identifier:                                                                             
 

 

DPR 523A (9/2013) *Required information 

State of California  The Resources Agency   Primary #      
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #  

PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial      
       NRHP Status Code  
    Other Listings       
    Review Code           Reviewer                  Date                   

*P2. Location:  �  Not for Publication       Unrestricted   
 *a.  County    San Joaquin                   and (P2c, P2e, and P2b or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 
 *b. USGS 7.5' Quad  Stockton West  Date   2018   T   ; R    ;    � of    � of Sec   ;      B.M. 

c.  Address   1203 N. Grant Street           City     Stockton                   Zip   95202             
d.  UTM: (Give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone 10S,  652290  mE/   4204763  mN 

 e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, decimal degrees, etc., as appropriate)   
  APN: 139-210-080-000 
 
*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and 

boundaries) 
1203 N. Grant Street is a two-story rectangular-plan building clad in stucco and capped with a multi-form roof with hipped 
and gabled components, covered with red clay tile. The primary (south) façade includes a narrow, gabled volume with the 
primary entrance, slightly recessed and surmounted by a multi-lite fixed contemporary metal window, trimmed together 
by false quoins. Additional fenestration at the primary (south) includes multi-lite fixed contemporary metal windows. The 
east and west façades are similar and are characterized by large, regularly arranged multi-lite fixed contemporary metal 
windows. The east façade has been altered to include centrally located paired fully glazed entry doors, sheltered by a flat 
metal awning. The west façade has been altered to include centrally located paired fully glazed entry doors, sheltered by a 
flat metal awning, and a secondary fully glazed entry door. (See continuation sheet.) 

 
*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List 
attributes and codes)   HP41. Hospital          
*P4. Resources Present:  Building  
� Structure � Object � Site � District � 
Element of District � Other 
P5b. Description of Photo: (view, 
date, accession #) East façade, view 
northwest (ARG, May 2021)               
*P6. Date Constructed/Age and 
Source:Historic �Prehistoric �Both 
 1930 (UCSB 1930 aerial photo) 
*P7. Owner and Address: 
State of California, c/o Trustees of        
California State University, 401 Golden 
Shore, Long Beach, CA 90802                
*P8. Recorded by: (Name, affiliation, 
and address) Architectural Resources 
Group (ARG), Pier 9, The Embarcadero, 
Suite 107, San Francisco, CA 94111           
*P9. Date Recorded: August 25, 2021   
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe) 
Intensive       
*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey 

report and other sources, or enter "none.")  
ARG, “CSU Stanislaus Stockton Campus Historic Resource Evaluation,” prepared for Grupe Huber, August 25, 2021; 
ARG, “Stockton State Hospital District,” Department of Parks and Recreation 523D (District Record), August 25, 2021.  
*Attachments: �NONE  �Location Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record 
�Archaeological Record  �District Record  �Linear Feature Record  �Milling Station Record  �Rock Art Record   
�Artifact Record  �Photograph Record   � Other (List):                                                   

P5a.  Photograph or Drawing (Photograph required for buildings, structures, and objects.)  



*Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)   ___________________*NRHP Status Code    3D             
Page   2   of   13   
 

 

DPR 523B (9/2013) *Required information 

State of California  The Resources Agency  Primary #                                         
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#                                            

BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD  

(This space reserved for official comments.)  

  

B1. Historic Name:  1203 N. Grant Street                                             
B2. Common Name:  1203 N. Grant Street                                                     
B3. Original Use:    Occupational therapy                B4.  Present Use:   Commercial - office          
*B5. Architectural Style:   Tudor Revival                                                                     
   *B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations) 

The building was constructed in 1930 as an occupational therapy building and for many years was the patient library for 
Stockton State Hospital (UCSB Library. Geospatial Collection FrameFinder, 1930; CSUS Facilities, Planning, and Operations 
Department, 1996). Based on review of historic and contemporary photographs, a site visit in May 2021, and information 
provided by Master Developer Grupe Huber, alterations include removal of three window bays and replacement with entry 
bays; all original windows removed and replaced generally in-kind; and additional alterations to original entrances at north 
and south façades (2019). 

*B7. Moved? No   �Yes   �Unknown   Date:                     Original Location:                   
*B8. Related Features: None. 
 
 
 
B9a. Architect:   Office of the State Architect                            b. Builder:  Unknown                    
*B10. Significance:  Theme   Architecture                        Area     Hospital Design         
 Period of Significance       1914-1938    Property Type   Hospital/Lite Industrial   Applicable Criteria  C/3/3    

(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope. Also address  
integrity.) 

 
In 1851, the California State legislature passed a bill funding the establishment of three state hospitals for the indigent sick, 
to be located in San Francisco, Sacramento, and Stockton. By the close of 1851, the Stockton State Hospital was providing 
accommodations for mentally ill persons, in a small wooden building at the corner of El Dorado and Market streets with 
approximately twelve rooms (see continuation sheet). 

 
 
 
 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)                                               
*B12. References: 
 
 See continuation sheet. 
 
B13. Remarks: 
 
 
 
 
 
*B14. Evaluator:   Architectural Resources Group                                                                    

*Date of Evaluation:  August 25, 2021                              
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P3a. Description (continued): 

The north façade is irregularly arranged and includes a metal pedestrian door and multi-lite fixed 
contemporary metal window at the first floor, which is partially located behind a concrete masonry 
unit enclosure wall, and two irregularly sized multi-lite fixed contemporary metal windows at the 
second floor. The hipped roof above the north façade includes a stucco-clad chimney where it 
interests with the gable roof beyond. All façades terminate with a shallow eave overhang. 

B10. Significance (continued):   

In 1851, the California State legislature passed a bill funding the establishment of three state hospitals 
for the indigent sick, to be located in San Francisco, Sacramento, and Stockton. By the close of 1851, the 
Stockton State Hospital had opened at the corner of El Dorado and Market streets with approximately 
twelve rooms.1 Due to overcrowded conditions in many hospitals throughout California, the State 
legislature passed a law in 1852 mandating the separation of physically ill patients from those with 
mental illnesses. The mandate quickly led to acute overcrowding at the small Stockton facility, which 
was ordered to close in 1853 when the legislature created a new, alternative institution, to be called the 
Insane Asylum of the State of California. Stockton was selected to be the site of the new institution, in 
part due to its climate and proximity to San Francisco, Sacramento, and the state’s active mining areas. 
However, the selection was most directly secured by the contribution by Stockton’s founder Charles M. 
Weber of 100 undeveloped acres on which to build. This site, located several blocks north of the 
downtown district, became the campus of the Insane Asylum of the State of California. The facility 
opened to accept its first 272 patients on October 8, 1853 and was the first publicly funded psychiatric 
facility west of the Mississippi River.2 

At its opening, the facility consisted of one two-story brick building (no longer extant) located at the 
corner of Grant and Flora streets. This building expanded with the construction of three- and four-story 
wings in 1854, 1855, and 1857. This original building and the other major buildings constructed at the 
Insane Asylum of California during the nineteenth century were planned according to the Kirkbride Plan 
and based on the so-called “moral theory” of care, in which containment in an orderly, peaceful 
environment and exposure to natural light and air circulation were considered crucial to caring for and 
potentially healing the mentally ill. Hospitals designed using the Kirkbride Plan were large buildings with 
a formal, imposing primary façade and a narrow, stepped, linear footprint with staggered wings 

 
1 Architectural Resources Group, Inc. (ARG), “California State University, Stanislaus – Stockton Center, Former Stockton 
Development Center Cultural Resources Survey,” prepared for the City of Stockton, April 27, 2000 (revised), 10.  
2 ARG, “Cultural Resources Survey,” 10. 
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extending outward from the center.3 Interior arrangement saw administration, kitchens, public and 
reception areas, and apartments for the superintendent's family at the center of the building, and 
patient wards in the extending wings. Hospital staff was housed on-site, either within main building or in 
freestanding residences. Kirkbride also stressed the importance of a spacious natural or designed 
landscape around an asylum facility, including farmland where possible, all of which could be 
maintained in some cases by select patients.4  

Around the turn of the twentieth century, the Kirkbride Plan and the moral theory of care were eclipsed 
by newer approaches to mental health care treatment, which focused on somatic treatments, 
occupational therapies, and, towards the end of the period, psychoanalysis. As treatment modalities 
shifted, new construction at the Stockton State Hospital took different forms, which generally reflected 
the “cottage plan” design, wherein smaller, dispersed buildings replaced the larger, unified buildings of 
the Kirkbride Plan. The cottage plan continued to accommodate access to nat10ural light, air circulation, 
and greenery, but constructed residential wards with more traditionally residential features and 
finishes, and separated non-residential activities, including occupational therapy and patient care, into 
stand-alone, purpose-built buildings.5 A typical cottage plan building was one or two stories and 
contained a single specialized ward, where same-gender patients experiencing similar degrees of mental 
illness could  be housed together. The scale of these buildings, along with their somewhat informal 
arrangement along tree-lined streets, gave mental health care facilities constructed according to the 
cottage plan design a campus-like setting, and represented a major shift away from the imposing 
institutional character of earlier-constructed facilities. 

1203 N. Grant Street was constructed in 1930 to serve as an occupational therapy building at 
Stockton State Hospital.6 The building reflects the shift to “cottage plan” design that took place after 
the turn of the twentieth century. The building was designed by the Office of the State Architect, 
directed by State Architect George B. McDougall from 1913 through 1938; research has not uncovered 
specific architectural attribution for the building. The building is designed in the Tudor Revival style. 
Available archival records, including local newspapers, city directories, and census records, did not 
provide any specific information about this building, other than its use for many years as a patient 

 
3 Carla Yanni, The Architecture of Madness: Insane Asylums in the United States (Minneapolis, MN: The University of Minnesota 
Press, 2007) 51-78 
4 Yanni, The Architecture of Madness, 51-78 
5 Dave Smith and Justin Jones, “Ahead of Its Time: The Stockton State Mental Asylum from the 1890’s to 1920’s,” published 
online, accessed July 14, 2021 at http://www.toddlertime.com/advocacy/hospitals/Asylum/stockton-state.htm. 
6 California State University, Stanislaus Facilities, Planning, and Operations Department, “Facilities of the Stockton 
Developmental Center,” March 1996; UCSB Library. Geospatial Collection FrameFinder, 1930.  Flight c-975az, Frame 200. 
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library bearing the name “Vonnie Erb Library” after 1987, after the death of longtime librarian 
Yvonne Erb.7  

Architectural Context: Tudor Revival 

The Tudor Revival style of architecture was most prevalent in the United States from 1890 to 1940. The 
style emerged after the turn of the twentieth century alongside other European-derived revival styles 
and reached its peak popularity in the United States in the 1920s and 1930s.8 The style was distinctive 
for its use of early English and Medieval building traditions and designs, including steeply pitched roofs, 
side gables, and half-timbered wall surfaces. The emergence of Tudor Revival traces back to an English 
domestic architecture movement rooted in the picturesque, informal, and rustic, which lasted from 
1850 to 1930.9 During that period, the Tudor Revival style gained popularity as it became increasingly 
replicated in Great Britain and the United States through pattern books, builder’s guides, and mail order 
catalogs.10 Earlier American models comprised of architect-designed landmarks which closely resembled 
the English high style examples influenced by late Medieval buildings with Renaissance detailing.11 
However, by the 1920s, simpler and less detailed iterations became increasingly common due to 
advancements in masonry veneering techniques, which allowed more modest examples to imitate the 
brick and stone cladding seen in earlier English designs. Common features of Tudor Revival buildings 
include irregular and asymmetrical massing; steep roofs with prominent front-facing gables and side 
gables; large chimneys crowned with decorative pots; decorative half-timbering; exteriors clad in stucco, 
brick, or stone, with some wood; tall, narrow windows divided into many panes; and front doors or 
entry porches with round or Tudor arched surrounds. While Tudor Revival buildings were united by 
these character-defining features, they also displayed a variety of decorative details, at times 
incorporating elements from the Craftsman style and other popular Period Revival styles, such as 
Spanish and French Eclectic.12 Interpretations of Tudor Revival also varied geographically through the 
use of different stone or brick exteriors reflected in the availability of local materials as well as individual 
stylistic influences made by local architects who seized upon the style’s versatility.13 While Tudor Revival 

 
7 California State University, Stanislaus Facilities, Planning, and Operations Department, “Facilities of the Stockton 
Developmental Center;” “Yvonne Erb,” Stockton Independent, January 14, 2005, accessed at 
https://www.recordnet.com/article/20150114/OBITUARIES/301149991/-1/a_biz on August 10. 2021/  
8 Virginia and Lee McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses (New York: Knopf, 2013) 454. 
9 McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses, 454. 
10 Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission, “Tudor Revival Style 1890-1920,” published online at the website of the 
Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission, accessed June 15, 2021 at 
http://www.phmc.state.pa.us/portal/communities/architecture/styles/tudor-revival.html.  
11 McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses, 455. 
12 McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses, 454. 
13 McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses, 466. 

https://www.recordnet.com/article/20150114/OBITUARIES/301149991/-1/a_biz%20on%20August%2010
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is domestic in character, it was also used for churches, schools, and government buildings throughout 
the country.  

California State Architect George B. McDougall 

Construction of 1203 N. Grant Street was overseen by California State Architect George B. 
McDougall, who served as State Architect from 1913 through 1938.14 During the period that the building 
was designed, there were fewer than thirty employees working in the Office of the State Architect.15 
George Barnett McDougall was born in San Francisco in 1868.16 His father Barnett McDougall moved to 
San Francisco in 1856 and was a prolific architect and builder. Barnett McDougall trained his son George, 
along with two other sons, Charles, and Benjamin: together, they practiced in San Francisco as B. 
McDougall & Sons until 1897, when the three brothers established the firm McDougall Brothers, 
Architects.17 George B. McDougall was operating as a junior partner in his family’s firm when selected to 
serve as State Architect in 1913. In 1921, he advanced to become the Chief of the Department of 
Architecture. George B. McDougall served as State Architect for twenty-five years, during a period of 
immense growth in both the State of California and the department of the State Architect. Among the 
many projects built under his name, notable works included several piers and bulkheads along the 
Embarcadero in San Francisco (1912-1915); California State Normal Schools (Teachers Colleges) in 
Fresno (1915), San Francisco (1924-1935) and San Diego (1935); the California State Printing Office in 
Sacramento (1922), and buildings at state hospitals including Stockton, Mendocino, Agnews (Santa 
Clara) and Patton (San Bernadino). McDougall’s influence was noted as “encouraging … the trend of our 
State architects to improve upon the architecture of State institutional buildings, adopting a style that is 
in keeping with climatic conditions and natural environment.”18 Many of these works were executed in 
the Spanish Colonial Revival or Mediterranean Revival style, which was widely popular in California from 
the 1910s through the 1930s. George B McDougall retired from his post in 1938, and died in Marin 
County, California in 1957.19  

 

 
14 Page & Turnbull, Inc., “Agnews State Hospital Historic American Building Survey [HABS],” in the collection of the Library of 
Congress, HABS No. CA-2710, 2016, 7. 
15 Page & Turnbull, Inc., “Agnews State Hospital Historic American Building Survey HABS,” 8. 
16 Pacific Coast Architectural Database (PCAD), “George Barnett McDougall (Architect),” website of the Pacific Coast 
Architectural Database (PCAD), accessed July 26, 2021 at http://pcad.lib.washington.edu/person/1839/.  
17 John Edward Powell, “McDougall Bros.,” published at the website of A Guide to Historic Architecture in Fresno, California, 
accessed July 26, 2021 at http://historicfresno.org/bio/mcdougal.htm.  
18 Frederick Hamilton, “Tower, California School for the Blind, Berkeley,” Architect and Engineer, February 1932; reprinted in 
Page & Turnbull, “55 Laguna Street, San Francisco HABS Level II Documentation,” prepared for the City of San Francisco, 2012.  
19 PCAD, “George Barnett McDougall (Architect).” 

http://pcad.lib.washington.edu/person/1839/
http://historicfresno.org/bio/mcdougal.htm
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Current Historic Status 

1203 N. Grant Street a contributor to California Registered Historical Landmark No. 1016, which was 
designated as the Stockton Developmental Center District in 1995; this district was automatically placed 
on the California Register of Historical Resources (California Register) in 1996, when all California State 
Historical Landmarks above No. 770 were placed on the California Register. In 1997 the California State 
Historic Preservation Officer confirmed that the boundaries of the California Landmark/California 
Register-listed historic district conform to the historic boundaries of the site of the Stockton 
Development Center campus, and that buildings within the boundaries of the historic district that were 
more than fifty years old at the time of the California Landmark listing (i.e., buildings constructed before 
1945) would be considered contributors to the historic district.20  

In 2000, ARG completed a Cultural Resources Survey (CRS) for the CSU Stanislaus, Stockton Campus for 
the City of Stockton. The CRS determined that a historic district was present at the CSU Stanislaus, 
Stockton Campus that was eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (National Register), 
California Register, and Stockton Historic Register, with 1203 N. Grant Street included as a contributing 
property.21 The findings of the CRS were not used to initiate listing the district on the National Register 
or Stockton Historic Register, nor were they used to officially update the California Register listing. 

Evaluation 

1203 N. Grant Street is evaluated here for individual eligibility for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places (National Register), California Register of Historical Resources (California Register), as a 
California Landmark, and for eligibility for listing on the Stockton Historic Register. It is also evaluated as 
a contributor to the Stockton State Hospital District, which was the only district found eligible for the 
National, California, and Stockton Historic registers in the evaluation conducted for a DPR 523D form 
completed in conjunction with this 523B form.22 The evaluative framework for these findings is detailed 
in “CSU Stanislaus Stockton Campus Historic Resource Evaluation,” prepared by ARG, Inc. for Grupe 
Huber, August 25, 2021.  

National Register/California Register  

The National Register criteria form the basis for the California Register criteria, and are evaluated 
together here. 

 
20 Daniel Abeyta writing for Cherilyn Widell, State Historic Preservation Officer, correspondence with Wendy Goff, Associate 
Planner, Real Estate Services Division, Project Management Division, Sacramento, CA, dated August 13, 1997.  
21 ARG, “Cultural Resources Survey,” 3-4. 
22 ARG, “Stockton State Hospital District,” Department of Parks and Recreation 523D (District Record), August 2021. 
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Criterion A/1: 1203 N. Grant Street was constructed in 1930 as an occupational therapy building 
at Stockton State Hospital and reflects the shift to “cottage plan” design that took place after 
the turn of the twentieth century. Research does not indicate that any discrete historically 
significant events have taken place at the building. While the building was part of the general 
pattern of mental health care in California and of the shift to “cottage plan” design at hospitals 
and other institutional care facilities after the turn of the twentieth century, the building does 
not have an individual association with these patterns, such as being the first of its type or 
influential upon later construction, such that it would be individually eligible for the National or 
California Register. For this reason, 1203 N. Grant Street is not eligible for the National or 
California Register under Criterion A/1. 

Criterion B/2: 1203 N. Grant Street was constructed as an occupational therapy building and 
used by countless patients at Stockton State Hospital. Available archival records, including 
local newspapers, city directories, and census records, did not provide information about 
any specific persons who may have had an association with the building. For these reasons, 
the building is not eligible for the National or California Register under Criterion B/2. 

Criterion C/3: 1203 N. Grant Street is designed in the Tudor Revival style and displays some of 
the basic character-defining features of the style including a steeply pitched roof; side gable; 
stucco cladding; and picturesque detailing around the entrance. The building lacks other 
character-defining features of the style including irregular and asymmetrical massing; half-
timbered wall surfaces; brick and stone detailing; and arched entrances. The Tudor Revival style 
is adapted at this building to a lite-industrial use and the building historically included steel sash 
windows (since replaced), generally atypical of the Tudor revival style.  The design of the 
building also incorporates elements from the Spanish Eclectic and French Eclectic Revival style, 
including the red tile roof and partially hipped roof profile. Overall, the building can not be said 
to embody the Tudor Revival style. The building was designed by the Office of the State 
Architect which was overseen at the time of its construction by George B. McDougall, although 
direct attribution has not been found. While broadly accomplished, the Office of the State 
Architect is not considered a master architect due to the large number of architects and 
designers that worked within the office at any one time. The building does not possess high 
artistic value. For these reasons, the building is not eligible for the National or California Register 
under Criterion C/3. 

Criterion D/4: This criterion is generally applied to archaeological resources, and the evaluation 
of the property for eligibility under this criterion was beyond the scope of this study. 

California Historical Landmark 
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To be eligible for listing as a California Historical Landmark, a property or district must be of statewide 
historical importance to California and meet one of three evaluative requirements.   
 

Requirement 1: 1203 N. Grant Street is not the first, last, only, or most significant historical 
lite-industrial building in the Northern California region. Therefore, the building is not 
eligible as a California Historical Landmark under Requirement 1. 

Requirement 2: 1203 N. Grant Street is not associated with an individual or group having a 
profound influence on the history of California. For this reason, the site is not eligible as a 
California Historical Landmark under Requirement 2.  

Requirement 3: 1203 N. Grant Street is not outstanding example of Tudor Revival style 
architecture. It is not the work of a pioneer architect, designer, or master builder. The 
building has good but not excellent physical integrity. For these reasons, the building is not 
eligible as a California Historical Landmark under Requirement 3. 

Stockton Historic Register 

In considering an artifact, natural feature, or structure for individual listing in the Stockton Historic 
Register, the Stockton Cultural Heritage Board applies eleven evaluative criteria. 1203 N. Grant Street is 
not individually eligible for listing in the Stockton Historic Register under any of the eleven criteria: the 
building is not of archeological interest (Criterion 1); it does not display important architectural 
craftsmanship, style, type, or authorship (Criteria 2, 3, 4, and 10);  it is not the location of a historic 
event or pattern of events (Criteria 5 and 6); it does not represent an established and familiar historic 
feature or have a specific relationship to another historic landmark (Criteria 7 and 8); it is not associated 
with a significant person (Criterion 9); and it is not an element of the natural environment that 
contributes to the well-being of the people of the city, state, or Nation (Criterion 11).  For these reasons, 
the property is not eligible for listing on the Stockton Historic Register. 

National/California/Stockton Register-Eligible Stockton State Hospital District 

The Stockton State Hospital District has been identified through research and evaluation conducted for 
the CSU Stanislaus Stockton Campus Historic Resource Evaluation, completed by ARG in August 2021. 
The district is eligible for the National, California, and Stockton Historic registers under Criterion C/3/3, 
as a distinguishable entity that conveys the “cottage plan” design movement that emerged at hospitals 
and institutional care facilities after the turn of the twentieth century. The period of significance for this 
finding is 1914-1938, reflecting the range of years during which the buildings that reflect the cottage 
plan were constructed. 
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1203 N. Grant Street was constructed in 1930, within the period of significance for the Stockton State 
Hospital District. The building was purpose-built as an occupational therapy building, and reflects the 
smaller scale, informal arrangement, “residential” feel, and purpose-built use that characterize the 
cottage plan. For these reasons, 1203 N. Grant Street is a contributor to the Stockton State Hospital 
District. 

Integrity Assessment 

Based on review of historic and contemporary photographs, a site visit in May 2021, and 
information provided by Master Developer Grupe Huber, alterations include removal of three 
window bays and replacement with entry bays; all original windows removed and replaced 
generally in-kind; and additional alterations to original entrances at north and south façades 
(2019). The building has not been moved and retains integrity of location. Integrity of design, 
materials, and workmanship is somewhat diminished due to alterations to window bays, window 
replacement, and alterations to entrances. The building retains integrity of setting and feeling 
because the surrounding area is generally unchanged and the building retains its historic height, 
massing, general fenestration pattern. Integrity of association is somewhat diminished due to the 
new commercial use within the building. ARG concludes that the subject property has diminished 
integrity overall and may not be able to convey its historical appearance or potential individual historic 
significance; sufficient integrity remains to convey historic significance within a district context.  

Conclusion 

1203 N. Grant Street is not individually eligible for listing in the National Register, the California Register, 
as a California Historical Landmark, or for the Stockton Historic Register. 1204 N. Grant Street is eligible 
for listing in the National, California, and Stockton Historic registers as a contributor to the 
National/California/Stockton Register-eligible Stockton State Hospital District. 
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Additional Photos:  

 
South façade, view north (ARG, May 2021) 

 
West façade, view east (ARG, May 2021) 
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North façade, view south (ARG, May 2021) 



Page  1    of   13 *Resource Name or #: (Assigned by recorder)   1204 N. Grant Street                       
P1. Other Identifier:                                                                             
 

 

DPR 523A (9/2013) *Required information 

State of California  The Resources Agency   Primary #      
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #  

PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial      
       NRHP Status Code  
    Other Listings       
    Review Code           Reviewer                  Date                   

*P2. Location:  �  Not for Publication       Unrestricted   
 *a.  County    San Joaquin                   and (P2c, P2e, and P2b or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 
 *b. USGS 7.5' Quad  Stockton West  Date  2018    T   ; R    ;    � of    � of Sec   ;      B.M. 

c.  Address   1204 N. Grant Street             City     Stockton                   Zip   95202             
d.  UTM: (Give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone 10S,  651287  mE/   4204966  mN 

 e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, decimal degrees, etc., as appropriate)   
  APN: 139-210-080-000 
 
*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and 

boundaries) 
1204 N. Grant Street is a two-story rectangular plan building clad in stucco and capped with a multi-form roof with hipped 
and gabled components, covered with red clay tile. The primary (south) façade includes a narrow, gabled volume with the 
primary entrance, slightly recessed and surrounded by false quoins and surmounted by a multi-lite fixed and pivoting steel 
case window, above which is a bracket-shaped molding. Additional fenestration at the primary (south) façade includes multi-
lite fixed and pivoting steel case windows. (See continuation sheet.) 

 
 
*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List 
attributes and codes)   HP41. Hospital          
*P4. Resources Present:  Building  
� Structure � Object � Site � District � 
Element of District � Other 
P5b. Description of Photo: (view, 
date, accession #)   West façade, view 
east (ARG, May 2021).                  
*P6. Date Constructed/Age and 
Source:Historic �Prehistoric �Both 
 1929 (CSUS Facilities, Planning and 
Operations Department)                   
*P7. Owner and Address: 
State of California, c/o Trustees of        
California State University, 401 Golden 
Shore, Long Beach, CA 90802                
*P8. Recorded by: (Name, affiliation, 
and address) Architectural Resources 
Group (ARG), Pier 9, The Embarcadero, 
Suite 107, San Francisco, CA 94111           
*P9. Date Recorded: August 25, 2021   
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe) 
Intensive       

*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")  
ARG, “CSU Stanislaus Stockton Campus Historic Resource Evaluation,” prepared for Grupe Huber, August 25, 2021; 
ARG, “Stockton State Hospital District,” Department of Parks and Recreation 523D (District Record), August 25, 2021.  
*Attachments: �NONE  �Location Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record 
�Archaeological Record  �District Record  �Linear Feature Record  �Milling Station Record  �Rock Art Record   
�Artifact Record  �Photograph Record   � Other (List):                                                   

P5a.  Photograph or Drawing (Photograph required for buildings, structures, and objects.)  



*Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) 1204 N. Grant Street___*NRHP Status Code      3D          
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DPR 523B (9/2013) *Required information 

State of California  The Resources Agency  Primary #                                         
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#                                            

BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD  

(This space reserved for official comments.)  

  

B1. Historic Name:  1204 N. Grant Street                                              
B2. Common Name:  1204 N. Grant Street                                                                    
B3. Original Use:    Occupational therapy                 B4.  Present Use:   Vacant                    
*B5. Architectural Style:   Tudor Revival                                                             
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations) 

The building was constructed in 1929 as an occupational therapy building for Stockton State Hospital (CSUS Facilities, 
Planning, and Operations Department, 1996). Based on review of contemporary photographs and a site visit in May 2021, 
alterations are limited to the infill of one window bay at the east façade where a pedestrian door has been added. 

 

*B7. Moved? No   �Yes   �Unknown   Date:                     Original Location:                   
*B8. Related Features: None.  
 
 
 
B9a. Architect:  Office of the State Architect                             b. Builder:  Unknown                
*B10. Significance:  Theme   Architecture                        Area     Hospital Design         
 Period of Significance       1914-1938    Property Type   Hospital/Lite Industrial   Applicable Criteria  C/3/3    

(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope. Also address  
integrity.) 

 
In 1851, the California State legislature passed a bill funding the establishment of three state hospitals for the indigent sick, 
to be located in San Francisco, Sacramento, and Stockton. By the close of 1851, the Stockton State Hospital was providing 
accommodations for mentally ill persons, in a small wooden building at the corner of El Dorado and Market streets with 
approximately twelve rooms (see continuation sheet). 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)                                               
*B12. References: 
 
 See continuation sheet. 
 
B13. Remarks: 
 
 
 
 
 
*B14. Evaluator:   Architectural Resources Group                                                                    

*Date of Evaluation:  August 25, 2021                              

N 
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P3a. Description (continued): 

The east and west façades are largely identical and characterized by five large, regularly arranged 
multi-lite fixed and pivoting steel case windows at the first and second floor, with additional 
smaller similar windows at the south side of the west façade. One bay of windows at the north side 
of the east façade has been infilled with a pedestrian entry door. The north façade includes two 
large, regularly arranged multi-lite fixed and pivoting steel case windows at the first and second 
floor, and there is a small hipped and vented dormer at the roof. All façades terminate with a 
shallow eave overhang. 

B10. Significance (continued):   

In 1851, the California State legislature passed a bill funding the establishment of three state hospitals 
for the indigent sick, to be located in San Francisco, Sacramento, and Stockton. By the close of 1851, the 
Stockton State Hospital had opened at the corner of El Dorado and Market streets with approximately 
twelve rooms.1 Due to overcrowded conditions in many hospitals throughout California, the State 
legislature passed a law in 1852 mandating the separation of physically ill patients from those with 
mental illnesses. The mandate quickly led to acute overcrowding at the small Stockton facility, which 
was ordered to close in 1853 when the legislature created a new, alternative institution, to be called the 
Insane Asylum of the State of California. Stockton was selected to be the site of the new institution, in 
part due to its climate and proximity to San Francisco, Sacramento, and the state’s active mining areas. 
However, the selection was most directly secured by the contribution by Stockton’s founder Charles M. 
Weber of 100 undeveloped acres on which to build. This site, located several blocks north of the 
downtown district, became the campus of the Insane Asylum of the State of California. The facility 
opened to accept its first 272 patients on October 8, 1853 and was the first publicly funded psychiatric 
facility west of the Mississippi River.2 

At its opening, the facility consisted of one two-story brick building (no longer extant) located at the 
corner of Grant and Flora streets. This building expanded with the construction of three- and four-story 
wings in 1854, 1855, and 1857. This original building and the other major buildings constructed at the 
Insane Asylum of California during the nineteenth century were planned according to the Kirkbride Plan 
and based on the so-called “moral theory” of care, in which containment in an orderly, peaceful 
environment and exposure to natural light and air circulation were considered crucial to caring for and 
potentially healing the mentally ill. Hospitals designed using the Kirkbride Plan were large buildings with 
a formal, imposing primary façade and a narrow, stepped, linear footprint with staggered wings 

 
1 Architectural Resources Group, Inc. (ARG), “California State University, Stanislaus – Stockton Center, Former Stockton 
Development Center Cultural Resources Survey,” prepared for the City of Stockton, April 27, 2000 (revised), 10.  
2 ARG, “Cultural Resources Survey,” 10. 
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extending outward from the center.3 Interior arrangement saw administration, kitchens, public and 
reception areas, and apartments for the superintendent's family at the center of the building, and 
patient wards in the extending wings. Hospital staff was housed on-site, either within main building or in 
freestanding residences. Kirkbride also stressed the importance of a spacious natural or designed 
landscape around an asylum facility, including farmland where possible, all of which could be 
maintained in some cases by select patients.4  

Around the turn of the twentieth century, the Kirkbride Plan and the moral theory of care were eclipsed 
by newer approaches to mental health care treatment, which focused on somatic treatments, 
occupational therapies, and, towards the end of the period, psychoanalysis. As treatment modalities 
shifted, new construction at the Stockton State Hospital took different forms, which generally reflected 
the “cottage plan” design, wherein smaller, dispersed buildings replaced the larger, unified buildings of 
the Kirkbride Plan. The cottage plan continued to accommodate access to nat10ural light, air circulation, 
and greenery, but constructed residential wards with more traditionally residential features and 
finishes, and separated non-residential activities, including occupational therapy and patient care, into 
stand-alone, purpose-built buildings.5 A typical cottage plan building was one or two stories and 
contained a single specialized ward, where same-gender patients experiencing similar degrees of mental 
illness could  be housed together. The scale of these buildings, along with their somewhat informal 
arrangement along tree-lined streets, gave mental health care facilities constructed according to the 
cottage plan design a campus-like setting, and represented a major shift away from the imposing 
institutional character of earlier-constructed facilities. 

1204 N. Grant Street was constructed in 1929 to serve as an occupational therapy building at 
Stockton State Hospital.6 The building reflects the shift to “cottage plan” design that took place after 
the turn of the twentieth century. The building was designed by the Office of the State Architect, 
directed by State Architect George B. McDougall from 1913 through 1938; research has not uncovered 
specific architectural attribution for the building. The building is designed in the Tudor Revival style. 
Available archival records, including local newspapers, city directories, and census records, did not 
provide any specific information about this building, other than its use through many years as an 

 
3 Carla Yanni, The Architecture of Madness: Insane Asylums in the United States (Minneapolis, MN: The University of Minnesota 
Press, 2007) 51-78 
4 Yanni, The Architecture of Madness, 51-78 
5 Dave Smith and Justin Jones, “Ahead of Its Time: The Stockton State Mental Asylum from the 1890’s to 1920’s,” published 
online, accessed July 14, 2021 at http://www.toddlertime.com/advocacy/hospitals/Asylum/stockton-state.htm. 
6 California State University, Stanislaus Facilities, Planning, and Operations Department, “Facilities of the Stockton 
Developmental Center,” March 1996. 
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upholstery training facility, reflected in the name “The Curved Needle,” which was applied to the 
building colloquially into the 1990s.7  

Architectural Context: Tudor Revival 

The Tudor Revival style of architecture was most prevalent in the United States from 1890 to 1940. The 
style emerged after the turn of the twentieth century alongside other European-derived revival styles 
and reached its peak popularity in the United States in the 1920s and 1930s.8 The style was distinctive 
for its use of early English and Medieval building traditions and designs, including steeply pitched roofs, 
side gables, and half-timbered wall surfaces. The emergence of Tudor Revival traces back to an English 
domestic architecture movement rooted in the picturesque, informal, and rustic, which lasted from 
1850 to 1930.9 During that period, the Tudor Revival style gained popularity as it became increasingly 
replicated in Great Britain and the United States through pattern books, builder’s guides, and mail order 
catalogs.10 Earlier American models comprised of architect-designed landmarks which closely resembled 
the English high style examples influenced by late Medieval buildings with Renaissance detailing.11 
However, by the 1920s, simpler and less detailed iterations became increasingly common due to 
advancements in masonry veneering techniques, which allowed more modest examples to imitate the 
brick and stone cladding seen in earlier English designs. Common features of Tudor Revival buildings 
include irregular and asymmetrical massing; steep roofs with prominent front-facing gables and side 
gables; large chimneys crowned with decorative pots; decorative half-timbering; exteriors clad in stucco, 
brick, or stone, with some wood; tall, narrow windows divided into many panes; and front doors or 
entry porches with round or Tudor arched surrounds. While Tudor Revival buildings were united by 
these character-defining features, they also displayed a variety of decorative details, at times 
incorporating elements from the Craftsman style and other popular Period Revival styles, such as 
Spanish and French Eclectic.12 Interpretations of Tudor Revival also varied geographically through the 
use of different stone or brick exteriors reflected in the availability of local materials as well as individual 
stylistic influences made by local architects who seized upon the style’s versatility.13 While Tudor Revival 

 
7 California State University, Stanislaus Facilities, Planning, and Operations Department, “Facilities of the Stockton 
Developmental Center.” 
8 Virginia and Lee McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses (New York: Knopf, 2013) 454. 
9 McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses, 454. 
10 Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission, “Tudor Revival Style 1890-1920,” published online at the website of the 
Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission, accessed June 15, 2021 at 
http://www.phmc.state.pa.us/portal/communities/architecture/styles/tudor-revival.html.  
11 McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses, 455. 
12 McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses, 454. 
13 McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses, 466. 
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is domestic in character, it was also used for churches, schools, and government buildings throughout 
the country.  

California State Architect George B. McDougall 

Construction of 1204 N. Grant Street was overseen by California State Architect George B. 
McDougall, who served as State Architect from 1913 through 1938.14 During the period that the building 
was designed, there were fewer than thirty employees working in the Office of the State Architect.15 
George Barnett McDougall was born in San Francisco in 1868.16 His father Barnett McDougall moved to 
San Francisco in 1856 and was a prolific architect and builder. Barnett McDougall trained his son George, 
along with two other sons, Charles, and Benjamin: together, they practiced in San Francisco as B. 
McDougall & Sons until 1897, when the three brothers established the firm McDougall Brothers, 
Architects.17 George B. McDougall was operating as a junior partner in his family’s firm when selected to 
serve as State Architect in 1913. In 1921, he advanced to become the Chief of the Department of 
Architecture. George B. McDougall served as State Architect for twenty-five years, during a period of 
immense growth in both the State of California and the department of the State Architect. Among the 
many projects built under his name, notable works included several piers and bulkheads along the 
Embarcadero in San Francisco (1912-1915); California State Normal Schools (Teachers Colleges) in 
Fresno (1915), San Francisco (1924-1935) and San Diego (1935); the California State Printing Office in 
Sacramento (1922), and buildings at state hospitals including Stockton, Mendocino, Agnews (Santa 
Clara) and Patton (San Bernadino). McDougall’s influence was noted as “encouraging … the trend of our 
State architects to improve upon the architecture of State institutional buildings, adopting a style that is 
in keeping with climatic conditions and natural environment.”18 Many of these works were executed in 
the Spanish Colonial Revival or Mediterranean Revival style, which was widely popular in California from 
the 1910s through the 1930s. George B McDougall retired from his post in 1938, and died in Marin 
County, California in 1957.19  

Current Historic Status 

 
14 Page & Turnbull, Inc., “Agnews State Hospital Historic American Building Survey [HABS],” in the collection of the Library of 
Congress, HABS No. CA-2710, 2016, 7. 
15 Page & Turnbull, Inc., “Agnews State Hospital Historic American Building Survey HABS,” 8. 
16 Pacific Coast Architectural Database (PCAD), “George Barnett McDougall (Architect),” website of the Pacific Coast 
Architectural Database (PCAD), accessed July 26, 2021 at http://pcad.lib.washington.edu/person/1839/.  
17 John Edward Powell, “McDougall Bros.,” published at the website of A Guide to Historic Architecture in Fresno, California, 
accessed July 26, 2021 at http://historicfresno.org/bio/mcdougal.htm.  
18 Frederick Hamilton, “Tower, California School for the Blind, Berkeley,” Architect and Engineer, February 1932; reprinted in 
Page & Turnbull, “55 Laguna Street, San Francisco HABS Level II Documentation,” prepared for the City of San Francisco, 2012.  
19 PCAD, “George Barnett McDougall (Architect).” 

http://pcad.lib.washington.edu/person/1839/
http://historicfresno.org/bio/mcdougal.htm
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1204 N. Grant Street a contributor to California Registered Historical Landmark No. 1016, which was 
designated as the Stockton Developmental Center District in 1995; this district was automatically placed 
on the California Register of Historical Resources (California Register) in 1996, when all California State 
Historical Landmarks above No. 770 were placed on the California Register. In 1997 the California State 
Historic Preservation Officer confirmed that the boundaries of the California Landmark/California 
Register-listed historic district conform to the historic boundaries of the site of the Stockton 
Development Center campus, and that buildings within the boundaries of the historic district that were 
more than fifty years old at the time of the California Landmark listing (i.e., buildings constructed before 
1945) would be considered contributors to the historic district.20  

In 2000, ARG completed a Cultural Resources Survey (CRS) for the CSU Stanislaus, Stockton Campus for 
the City of Stockton. The CRS determined that a historic district was present at the CSU Stanislaus, 
Stockton Campus that was eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (National Register), 
California Register, and Stockton Historic Register, with 1204 N. Grant Street included as a contributing 
property.21 The findings of the CRS were not used to initiate listing the district on the National Register 
or Stockton Historic Register, nor were they used to officially update the California Register listing. 

Evaluation 

1204 N. Grant Street is evaluated here for individual eligibility for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places (National Register), California Register of Historical Resources (California Register), as a 
California Landmark, and for eligibility for listing on the Stockton Historic Register. It is also evaluated as 
a contributor to the Stockton State Hospital District, which was the only district found eligible for the 
National, California, and Stockton Historic registers in the evaluation conducted for a DPR 523D form 
completed in conjunction with this 523B form.22 The evaluative framework for these findings is detailed 
in “CSU Stanislaus Stockton Campus Historic Resource Evaluation,” prepared by ARG, Inc. for Grupe 
Huber, August 25, 2021.  

National Register/California Register  

The National Register criteria form the basis for the California Register criteria, and are evaluated 
together here. 

 
20 Daniel Abeyta writing for Cherilyn Widell, State Historic Preservation Officer, correspondence with Wendy Goff, Associate 
Planner, Real Estate Services Division, Project Management Division, Sacramento, CA, dated August 13, 1997.  
21 ARG, “Cultural Resources Survey,” 3-4. 
22 ARG, “Stockton State Hospital District,” Department of Parks and Recreation 523D (District Record), August 2021. 
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Criterion A/1: 1204 N. Grant Street was constructed in 1929 as an occupational therapy building 
at Stockton State Hospital and reflects the shift to “cottage plan” design that took place after 
the turn of the twentieth century. Research does not indicate that any discrete historically 
significant events have taken place at the building. While the building was part of the general 
pattern of mental health care in California and of the shift to “cottage plan” design at hospitals 
and other institutional care facilities after the turn of the twentieth century, the building does 
not have an individual association with these patterns, such as being the first of its type or 
influential upon later construction, such that it would be individually eligible for the National or 
California Register. For this reason, 1204 N. Grant Street is not eligible for the National or 
California Register under Criterion A/1. 

Criterion B/2: 1204 N. Grant Street was constructed as an occupational therapy building and 
used by countless patients at Stockton State Hospital. Available archival records, including 
local newspapers, city directories, and census records, did not provide information about 
any specific persons who may have had an association with the building. For these reasons, 
the building is not eligible for the National or California Register under Criterion B/2. 

Criterion C/3: 1204 N. Grant Street is designed in the Tudor Revival style and displays some of 
the basic character-defining features of the style including a steeply pitched roof; side gable; 
stucco cladding; and picturesque detailing around the entrance. The building lacks other 
character-defining features of the style including irregular and asymmetrical massing; half-
timbered wall surfaces; brick and stone detailing; and arched entrances. The Tudor Revival style 
is adapted at this building to a lite-industrial use and the building historically included steel sash 
windows (since replaced), generally atypical of the Tudor revival style.  The design of the 
building also incorporates elements from the Spanish Eclectic and French Eclectic Revival style, 
including the red tile roof and partially hipped roof profile. Overall, the building can not be said 
to embody the Tudor Revival style. The building was designed by the Office of the State 
Architect which was overseen at the time of its construction by George B. McDougall, although 
direct attribution has not been found. While broadly accomplished, the Office of the State 
Architect is not considered a master architect due to the large number of architects and 
designers that worked within the office at any one time. The building does not possess high 
artistic value. For these reasons, the building is not eligible for the National or California Register 
under Criterion C/3. 

Criterion D/4: This criterion is generally applied to archaeological resources, and the evaluation 
of the property for eligibility under this criterion was beyond the scope of this study. 

California Historical Landmark 
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To be eligible for listing as a California Historical Landmark, a property or district must be of statewide 
historical importance to California and meet one of three evaluative requirements.   
 

Requirement 1: 1204 N. Grant Street is not the first, last, only, or most significant historical 
lite-industrial building in the Northern California region. Therefore, the building is not 
eligible as a California Historical Landmark under Requirement 1. 

Requirement 2: 1204 N. Grant Street is not associated with an individual or group having a 
profound influence on the history of California. For this reason, the site is not eligible as a 
California Historical Landmark under Requirement 2.  

Requirement 3: 1204 N. Grant Street is not outstanding example of Tudor Revival style 
architecture. It is not the work of a pioneer architect, designer, or master builder. The 
building has good but not excellent physical integrity. For these reasons, the building is not 
eligible as a California Historical Landmark under Requirement 3. 

Stockton Historic Register 

In considering an artifact, natural feature, or structure for individual listing in the Stockton Historic 
Register, the Stockton Cultural Heritage Board applies eleven evaluative criteria. 1204 N. Grant Street is 
not individually eligible for listing in the Stockton Historic Register under any of the eleven criteria: the 
building is not of archeological interest (Criterion 1); it does not display important architectural 
craftsmanship, style, type, or authorship (Criteria 2, 3, 4, and 10);  it is not the location of a historic 
event or pattern of events (Criteria 5 and 6); it does not represent an established and familiar historic 
feature or have a specific relationship to another historic landmark (Criteria 7 and 8); it is not associated 
with a significant person (Criterion 9); and it is not an element of the natural environment that 
contributes to the well-being of the people of the city, state, or Nation (Criterion 11).  For these reasons, 
the property is not eligible for listing on the Stockton Historic Register. 

National/California/Stockton Register-Eligible Stockton State Hospital District 

The Stockton State Hospital District has been identified through research and evaluation conducted for 
the CSU Stanislaus Stockton Campus Historic Resource Evaluation, completed by ARG in August 2021. 
The district is eligible for the National, California, and Stockton Historic registers under Criterion C/3/3, 
as a distinguishable entity that conveys the “cottage plan” design movement that emerged at hospitals 
and institutional care facilities after the turn of the twentieth century. The period of significance for this 
finding is 1914-1938, reflecting the range of years during which the buildings that reflect the cottage 
plan were constructed. 
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1204 N. Grant Street was constructed in 1929, within the period of significance for the Stockton State 
Hospital District. The building was purpose-built as an occupational therapy building, and reflects the 
smaller scale, informal arrangement, “residential” feel, and purpose-built use that characterize the 
cottage plan. For these reasons, 1204 N. Grant Street is a contributor to the Stockton State Hospital 
District. 

Integrity Assessment 

Based on review of contemporary photographs and a site visit in May 2021, alterations are limited 
to the infill of one window bay at the east façade where a pedestrian door has been added. Due to 
the lack of any substantial alterations, the building retains integrity of location, design, materials, 
workmanship, setting, feeling, and association. ARG concludes that the subject property retains 
sufficient integrity to convey its historical appearance and any potential historic significance. 

Conclusion 

1204 N. Grant Street is not individually eligible for listing in the National Register, the California Register, 
as a California Historical Landmark, or for the Stockton Historic Register. 1204 N. Grant Street is eligible 
for listing in the National, California, and Stockton Historic registers as a contributor to the 
National/California/Stockton Register-eligible Stockton State Hospital District. 
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Additional Photos:  

 
East façade, view southwest (ARG, May 2021) 

 

 
North façade, view south (ARG, May 2021) 
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South façade, view north (ARG, May 2021) 



Page  1    of   14 *Resource Name or #: (Assigned by recorder)   1282 N. Grant Street               
P1. Other Identifier:                                                                             
 

 

DPR 523A (9/2013) *Required information 

State of California  The Resources Agency   Primary #      
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #  

PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial      
       NRHP Status Code  
    Other Listings       
    Review Code           Reviewer                  Date                   

*P2. Location:  �  Not for Publication       Unrestricted   
 *a.  County    San Joaquin                   and (P2c, P2e, and P2b or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 
 *b. USGS 7.5' Quad  Stockton West  Date  2018    T   ; R    ;    � of    � of Sec   ;      B.M. 

c.  Address    1282 N. Grant Street        City     Stockton                   Zip   95202             
d.  UTM: (Give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone 10S,  651452  mE/   4201753  mN 

 e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, decimal degrees, etc., as appropriate)   
  APN: 139-210-080-000 
 
*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and 

boundaries) 
1282 N. Grant Street is a two-story C-plan building clad in stucco and capped with an intersecting gable roof covered in red 
clay tile. All windows are aluminum sash replacement windows in original openings unless otherwise noted, and the building 
lacks a clearly identifiable primary entrance. The west façade is asymmetrically arranged. Two unglazed metal entry doors 
flank a two-story gabled projecting volume left of center, which includes a band of double-hung windows at the first floor 
and six multi-lite wood casement windows at the second floor, a narrow, arched vent at the gable peak, and a large chimney 
at its north roof rake. Additional fenestration is generally regularly arranged and consists of paired double-hung windows 
and small double-hung and sliding windows. (See continuation sheet.)  

 
*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List 
attributes and codes)  HP41. Hospital           
*P4. Resources Present:  Building  
� Structure � Object � Site � District � 
Element of District � Other 
P5b. Description of Photo: (view, 
date, accession #)   West façade, view 
east (ARG, May 2021).                     
*P6. Date Constructed/Age and 
Source:Historic �Prehistoric �Both 
 1931 (CSUS Facilities, Planning and 
Operations Department)                   
*P7. Owner and Address: 
State of California, c/o Trustees of        
California State University, 401 Golden 
Shore, Long Beach, CA 90802                
*P8. Recorded by: (Name, affiliation, 
and address) Architectural Resources 
Group (ARG), Pier 9, The Embarcadero, 
Suite 107, San Francisco, CA 94111            
*P9. Date Recorded: August 25, 2021   
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe) 
Intensive       

*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")  
ARG, “CSU Stanislaus Stockton Campus Historic Resource Evaluation,” prepared for Grupe Huber, August 25, 2021; 
ARG, “Stockton State Hospital District,” Department of Parks and Recreation 523D (District Record), August 25, 2021.  
*Attachments: �NONE  �Location Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record 
�Archaeological Record  �District Record  �Linear Feature Record  �Milling Station Record  �Rock Art Record   
�Artifact Record  �Photograph Record   � Other (List):                                                   

P5a.  Photograph or Drawing (Photograph required for buildings, structures, and objects.)  



*Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)   1282 N. Grant Street ___*NRHP Status Code  3D                 
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DPR 523B (9/2013) *Required information 

State of California  The Resources Agency  Primary #                                         
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#                                            

BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD  

(This space reserved for official comments.)  

  

B1. Historic Name:   1282 N. Grant Street                                                               
      B2. Common Name:  1282 N. Grant Street                                                         
      B3. Original Use:   Rental housing for nurses          B4.  Present Use:    Vacant                       
*B5. Architectural Style:   Tudor Revival                                                             
      *B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations) 

The building was constructed in 1931 as rental housing for nurses at Stockton State Hospital (Department of Developmental 
Services, 1996). Based on review of contemporary photographs and a site visit in May 2021, alterations include removal of 
most original windows and replacement with aluminum windows, and some changes to entry doors. 
 

 

*B7. Moved? No   �Yes   �Unknown   Date:                     Original Location:                   
*B8. Related Features: None. 
 
 
B9a. Architect:   Office of the State Architect                            b. Builder:   Unknown                   
*B10. Significance:  Theme   Architecture                        Area     Hospital Design         
 Period of Significance       1914-1938    Property Type   Hospital      Applicable Criteria  C/3/3    (Discuss 

importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope. Also address  
integrity.)  
 
In 1851, the California State legislature passed a bill funding the establishment of three state hospitals for the indigent sick, 
to be located in San Francisco, Sacramento, and Stockton. By the close of 1851, the Stockton State Hospital was providing 
accommodations for mentally ill persons, in a small wooden building at the corner of El Dorado and Market streets with 
approximately twelve rooms (see continuation sheet). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)                                               
*B12. References: 
 
 See continuation sheet. 
 
 
B13. Remarks: 
 
 
 
 
*B14. Evaluator:   Architectural Resources Group                                                                    

*Date of Evaluation:  August 25, 2021                              

N 
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P3a. Description (continued): 

At far south there is a canted bay at the first floor with double-hung windows. One blind roofline 
gable is located directly south of the large projecting gabled element. The southwest corner of the 
building has a battered profile. The south façade includes an unglazed metal entry door and two 
double-hung windows at the first floor and a tripartite double-hung window grouping and a small 
sliding window at the second floor. A gable peak above the tripartite window grouping includes a 
narrow, arched vent at the gable peak. The north façade includes two partially glazed metal doors, 
a double-hung window, paired double-hung windows, and a canted bay window at the first floor, 
and two sets of paired double-hung windows, two small double-hung windows, and a small sliding 
window at the second floor. A large gable-end at the far west includes a narrow, arched vent, east 
of which there is a blind roofline gable. The east façade expresses the building’s C-plan footprint. 
The north and south portions of the façade both include gable ends; the north portion is broader 
and includes paired double-hung windows at the first floor, a tripartite multi-lite wood casement 
window grouping at the second floor, and a narrow, arched vent at the gable end. The south 
portion is narrower and includes one double-hung window at each floor and a narrow, arched vent 
at the gable end. The remainder of the east façade includes one basement-level entry door with a 
shallow areaway; a partially glazed metal entry door; paired double-hung windows, small double-
hung windows, small sliding windows, and, at the second floor, two sets of tripartite multi-lite 
wood casement windows. Three blind roofline gables are located at the center and north portions 
of the east façade. All façades terminate with either flush or shallow eaves. 

B10. Significance (continued):   

In 1851, the California State legislature passed a bill funding the establishment of three state hospitals 
for the indigent sick, to be located in San Francisco, Sacramento, and Stockton. By the close of 1851, the 
Stockton State Hospital had opened at the corner of El Dorado and Market streets with approximately 
twelve rooms.1 Due to overcrowded conditions in many hospitals throughout California, the State 
legislature passed a law in 1852 mandating the separation of physically ill patients from those with 
mental illnesses. The mandate quickly led to acute overcrowding at the small Stockton facility, which 
was ordered to close in 1853 when the legislature created a new, alternative institution, to be called the 
Insane Asylum of the State of California. Stockton was selected to be the site of the new institution, in 
part due to its climate and proximity to San Francisco, Sacramento, and the state’s active mining areas. 
However, the selection was most directly secured by the contribution by Stockton’s founder Charles M. 
Weber of 100 undeveloped acres on which to build. This site, located several blocks north of the 

 
1 Architectural Resources Group, Inc. (ARG), “California State University, Stanislaus – Stockton Center, Former Stockton 
Development Center Cultural Resources Survey,” prepared for the City of Stockton, April 27, 2000 (revised), 10.  
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downtown district, became the campus of the Insane Asylum of the State of California. The facility 
opened to accept its first 272 patients on October 8, 1853 and was the first publicly funded psychiatric 
facility west of the Mississippi River.2 

At its opening, the facility consisted of one two-story brick building (no longer extant) located at the 
corner of Grant and Flora streets. This building expanded with the construction of three- and four-story 
wings in 1854, 1855, and 1857. This original building and the other major buildings constructed at the 
Insane Asylum of California during the nineteenth century were planned according to the Kirkbride Plan 
and based on the so-called “moral theory” of care, in which containment in an orderly, peaceful 
environment and exposure to natural light and air circulation were considered crucial to caring for and 
potentially healing the mentally ill. Hospitals designed using the Kirkbride Plan were large buildings with 
a formal, imposing primary façade and a narrow, stepped, linear footprint with staggered wings 
extending outward from the center.3 Interior arrangement saw administration, kitchens, public and 
reception areas, and apartments for the superintendent's family at the center of the building, and 
patient wards in the extending wings. Hospital staff was housed on-site, either within main building or in 
freestanding residences. Kirkbride also stressed the importance of a spacious natural or designed 
landscape around an asylum facility, including farmland where possible, all of which could be 
maintained in some cases by select patients.4  

Around the turn of the twentieth century, the Kirkbride Plan and the moral theory of care were eclipsed 
by newer approaches to mental health care treatment, which focused on somatic treatments, 
occupational therapies, and, towards the end of the period, psychoanalysis. As treatment modalities 
shifted, new construction at the Stockton State Hospital took different forms, which generally reflected 
the “cottage plan” design, wherein smaller, dispersed buildings replaced the larger, unified buildings of 
the Kirkbride Plan. The cottage plan continued to accommodate access to nat10ural light, air circulation, 
and greenery, but constructed residential wards with more traditionally residential features and 
finishes, and separated non-residential activities, including occupational therapy and patient care, into 
stand-alone, purpose-built buildings.5 A typical cottage plan building was one or two stories and 
contained a single specialized ward, where same-gender patients experiencing similar degrees of mental 
illness could  be housed together. The scale of these buildings, along with their somewhat informal 
arrangement along tree-lined streets, gave mental health care facilities constructed according to the 

 
2 ARG, “Cultural Resources Survey,” 10. 
3 Carla Yanni, The Architecture of Madness: Insane Asylums in the United States (Minneapolis, MN: The University of Minnesota 
Press, 2007) 51-78 
4 Yanni, The Architecture of Madness, 51-78 
5 Dave Smith and Justin Jones, “Ahead of Its Time: The Stockton State Mental Asylum from the 1890’s to 1920’s,” published 
online, accessed July 14, 2021 at http://www.toddlertime.com/advocacy/hospitals/Asylum/stockton-state.htm. 
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cottage plan design a campus-like setting, and represented a major shift away from the imposing 
institutional character of earlier-constructed facilities. 

1282 N. Grant Street was constructed in 1931 to provide rental apartments for nurses at Stockton 
State Hospital.6 The building reflects the shift to “cottage plan” design that took place after the turn of 
the twentieth century. The building was designed by the Office of the State Architect, directed by 
State Architect George B. McDougall from 1913 through 1938; research has not uncovered specific 
architectural attribution for the building. The building is designed in the Tudor Revival style. Available 
archival records, including local newspapers, city directories, and census records, did not provide 
information about any specific nurses who resided at this property – people who lived and worked at 
Stockton State Hospital were generally listed under the unspecific address of “State Hospital.” The 
building houses offices and apartments into the 1990s and was known colloquially as the Foster 
Grandparents building through 1996.7  

Architectural Context: Tudor Revival 

The Tudor Revival style of architecture was most prevalent in the United States from 1890 to 1940. The 
style emerged after the turn of the twentieth century alongside other European-derived revival styles 
and reached its peak popularity in the United States in the 1920s and 1930s.8 The style was distinctive 
for its use of early English and Medieval building traditions and designs, including steeply pitched roofs, 
side gables, and half-timbered wall surfaces. The emergence of Tudor Revival traces back to an English 
domestic architecture movement rooted in the picturesque, informal, and rustic, which lasted from 
1850 to 1930.9 During that period, the Tudor Revival style gained popularity as it became increasingly 
replicated in Great Britain and the United States through pattern books, builder’s guides, and mail order 
catalogs.10 Earlier American models comprised of architect-designed landmarks which closely resembled 
the English high style examples influenced by late Medieval buildings with Renaissance detailing.11 
However, by the 1920s, simpler and less detailed iterations became increasingly common due to 
advancements in masonry veneering techniques, which allowed more modest examples to imitate the 
brick and stone cladding seen in earlier English designs. Common features of Tudor Revival buildings 

 
6 Department of Developmental Services, “Stockton State Hospital and Developmental Center, 1853-1996,” Historical Landmark 
Dedication Walking Tour Brochure, May 17, 1996, no page. 
7 California State University, Stanislaus Facilities, Planning, and Operations Department, “Facilities of the Stockton 
Developmental Center,” 1996, 21.  
8 Virginia and Lee McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses (New York: Knopf, 2013) 454. 
9 McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses, 454. 
10 Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission, “Tudor Revival Style 1890-1920,” published online at the website of the 
Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission, accessed June 15, 2021 at 
http://www.phmc.state.pa.us/portal/communities/architecture/styles/tudor-revival.html.  
11 McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses, 455. 
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include irregular and asymmetrical massing; steep roofs with prominent front-facing gables and side 
gables; large chimneys crowned with decorative pots; decorative half-timbering; exteriors clad in stucco, 
brick, or stone, with some wood; tall, narrow windows divided into many panes; and front doors or 
entry porches with round or Tudor arched surrounds. While Tudor Revival buildings were united by 
these character-defining features, they also displayed a variety of decorative details, at times 
incorporating elements from the Craftsman style and other popular Period Revival styles, such as 
Spanish and French Eclectic.12 Interpretations of Tudor Revival also varied geographically through the 
use of different stone or brick exteriors reflected in the availability of local materials as well as individual 
stylistic influences made by local architects who seized upon the style’s versatility.13 While Tudor Revival 
is domestic in character, it was also used for churches, schools, and government buildings throughout 
the country.  

California State Architect George B. McDougall 

Construction of 1282 N. Grant Street was overseen by California State Architect George B. 
McDougall, who served as State Architect from 1913 through 1938.14 During the period that the building 
was designed, there were fewer than thirty employees working in the Office of the State Architect.15 
George Barnett McDougall was born in San Francisco in 1868.16 His father Barnett McDougall moved to 
San Francisco in 1856 and was a prolific architect and builder. Barnett McDougall trained his son George, 
along with two other sons, Charles, and Benjamin: together, they practiced in San Francisco as B. 
McDougall & Sons until 1897, when the three brothers established the firm McDougall Brothers, 
Architects.17 George B. McDougall was operating as a junior partner in his family’s firm when selected to 
serve as State Architect in 1913. In 1921, he advanced to become the Chief of the Department of 
Architecture. George B. McDougall served as State Architect for twenty-five years, during a period of 
immense growth in both the State of California and the department of the State Architect. Among the 
many projects built under his name, notable works included several piers and bulkheads along the 
Embarcadero in San Francisco (1912-1915); California State Normal Schools (Teachers Colleges) in 
Fresno (1915), San Francisco (1924-1935) and San Diego (1935); the California State Printing Office in 
Sacramento (1922), and buildings at state hospitals including Stockton, Mendocino, Agnews (Santa 

 
12 McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses, 454. 
13 McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses, 466. 
14 Page & Turnbull, Inc., “Agnews State Hospital Historic American Building Survey [HABS],” in the collection of the Library of 
Congress, HABS No. CA-2710, 2016, 7. 
15 Page & Turnbull, Inc., “Agnews State Hospital Historic American Building Survey HABS,” 8. 
16 Pacific Coast Architectural Database (PCAD), “George Barnett McDougall (Architect),” website of the Pacific Coast 
Architectural Database (PCAD), accessed July 26, 2021 at http://pcad.lib.washington.edu/person/1839/.  
17 John Edward Powell, “McDougall Bros.,” published at the website of A Guide to Historic Architecture in Fresno, California, 
accessed July 26, 2021 at http://historicfresno.org/bio/mcdougal.htm.  

http://pcad.lib.washington.edu/person/1839/
http://historicfresno.org/bio/mcdougal.htm
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Clara) and Patton (San Bernadino). McDougall’s influence was noted as “encouraging … the trend of our 
State architects to improve upon the architecture of State institutional buildings, adopting a style that is 
in keeping with climatic conditions and natural environment.”18 Many of these works were executed in 
the Spanish Colonial Revival or Mediterranean Revival style, which was widely popular in California from 
the 1910s through the 1930s. George B McDougall retired from his post in 1938, and died in Marin 
County, California in 1957.19  

Current Historic Status 

1282 N. Grant Street a contributor to California Registered Historical Landmark No. 1016, which was 
designated as the Stockton Developmental Center District in 1995; this district was automatically placed 
on the California Register of Historical Resources (California Register) in 1996, when all California State 
Historical Landmarks above No. 770 were placed on the California Register. In 1997 the California State 
Historic Preservation Officer confirmed that the boundaries of the California Landmark/California 
Register-listed historic district conform to the historic boundaries of the site of the Stockton 
Development Center campus, and that buildings within the boundaries of the historic district that were 
more than fifty years old at the time of the California Landmark listing (i.e., buildings constructed before 
1945) would be considered contributors to the historic district.20  

In 2000, ARG completed a Cultural Resources Survey (CRS) for the CSU Stanislaus, Stockton Campus for 
the City of Stockton. The CRS determined that a historic district was present at the CSU Stanislaus, 
Stockton Campus that was eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (National Register), 
California Register, and Stockton Historic Register, with 1282 N. Grant Street included as a contributing 
property.21 The findings of the CRS were not used to initiate listing the district on the National Register 
or Stockton Historic Register, nor were they used to officially update the California Register listing. 

Evaluation 

1282 N. Grant Street is evaluated here for individual eligibility for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places (National Register), California Register of Historical Resources (California Register), as a 
California Landmark, and for eligibility for listing on the Stockton Historic Register. It is also evaluated as 
a contributor to the Stockton State Hospital District, which was the only district found eligible for the 
National, California, and Stockton Historic registers in the evaluation conducted for a DPR 523D form 

 
18 Frederick Hamilton, “Tower, California School for the Blind, Berkeley,” Architect and Engineer, February 1932; reprinted in 
Page & Turnbull, “55 Laguna Street, San Francisco HABS Level II Documentation,” prepared for the City of San Francisco, 2012.  
19 PCAD, “George Barnett McDougall (Architect).” 
20 Daniel Abeyta writing for Cherilyn Widell, State Historic Preservation Officer, correspondence with Wendy Goff, Associate 
Planner, Real Estate Services Division, Project Management Division, Sacramento, CA, dated August 13, 1997.  
21 ARG, “Cultural Resources Survey,” 3-4. 
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completed in conjunction with this 523B form.22 The evaluative framework for these findings is detailed 
in “CSU Stanislaus Stockton Campus Historic Resource Evaluation,” prepared by ARG, Inc. for Grupe 
Huber, August 25, 2021.  

National Register/California Register  

The National Register criteria form the basis for the California Register criteria, and are evaluated 
together here. 

Criterion A/1: 1282 N. Grant Street was constructed in 1931 as rental housing for nurses at 
Stockton State Hospital, and reflects the shift to “cottage plan” design that took place after the 
turn of the twentieth century. Research does not indicate that any discrete historically 
significant events have taken place at the building. While the building was part of the general 
pattern of mental health care in California and of the shift to “cottage plan” design at hospitals 
and other institutional care facilities after the turn of the twentieth century, the building does 
not have an individual association with these patterns, such as being the first of its type or 
influential upon later construction, such that it would be individually eligible for the National or 
California Register. For this reason, 1282 N. Grant Street is not eligible for the National or 
California Register under Criterion A/1. 

Criterion B/2: 1282 N. Grant Street was constructed as rental housing for nurses and occupied 
by countless employees at Stockton State Hospital. Available archival records, including local 
newspapers, city directories, and census records, did not provide information about any specific 
persons who resided at 1282 N. Grant Street. For these reasons, the building is not eligible for 
the National or California Register under Criterion B/2. 

Criterion C/3: 1282 N. Grant Street is designed in the Tudor Revival style and displays some of 
the character-defining features of the style including irregular and asymmetrical massing; 
steeply pitched roofs; side gables; tall, narrow windows divided into many panes; stucco 
cladding; and massive chimneys. The building lacks other character-defining features of the style 
including decorative half-timbering; areas of brick or stone cladding; decorative chimney pots; 
and front doors or entry porches with round or Tudor arched surrounds. The building has also 
undergone some alterations including removal of most original windows and replacement 
with aluminum windows, and some changes to entry doors, which diminish its ability to 
convey the Tudor Revival style. The building was designed by the Office of the State Architect 
which was overseen at the time of its construction by George B. McDougall, although direct 

 
22 ARG, “Stockton State Hospital District,” Department of Parks and Recreation 523D (District Record), August 2021. 
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attribution has not been found. While broadly accomplished, the Office of the State Architect 
is not considered a master architect due to the large number of architects and designers 
that worked within the office at any one time. The building does not possess high artistic 
value. For these reasons, the building is not eligible for the National or California Register under 
Criterion C/3. 

Criterion D/4: This criterion is generally applied to archaeological resources, and the evaluation 
of the property for eligibility under this criterion was beyond the scope of this study. 

California Historical Landmark 
 
To be eligible for listing as a California Historical Landmark, a property or district must be of statewide 
historical importance to California and meet one of three evaluative requirements.   
 

Requirement 1: 1282 N. Grant Street is not the first, last, only, or most significant historical 
multi-unit residential building in the Northern California region. Therefore, the building is 
not eligible as a California Historical Landmark under Requirement 1. 

Requirement 2: 1282 N. Grant Street is not associated with an individual or group having a 
profound influence on the history of California. For this reason, the site is not eligible as a 
California Historical Landmark under Requirement 2.  

Requirement 3: 1282 N. Grant Street is not outstanding example of Tudor Revival style 
architecture. It is not the work of a pioneer architect, designer, or master builder. The 
building has good but not excellent physical integrity. For these reasons, the building is not 
eligible as a California Historical Landmark under Requirement 3. 

Stockton Historic Register 

In considering an artifact, natural feature, or structure for individual listing in the Stockton Historic 
Register, the Stockton Cultural Heritage Board applies eleven evaluative criteria. 1282 N. Grant Street is 
not individually eligible for listing in the Stockton Historic Register under any of the eleven criteria: the 
building is not of archeological interest (Criterion 1); it does not display important architectural 
craftsmanship, style, type, or authorship (Criteria 2, 3, 4, and 10);  it is not the location of a historic 
event or pattern of events (Criteria 5 and 6); it does not represent an established and familiar historic 
feature or have a specific relationship to another historic landmark (Criteria 7 and 8); it is not associated 
with a significant person (Criterion 9); and it is not an element of the natural environment that 
contributes to the well-being of the people of the city, state, or Nation (Criterion 11).  For these reasons, 
the property is not eligible for listing on the Stockton Historic Register. 
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National/California/Stockton Register-Eligible Stockton State Hospital District 

The Stockton State Hospital District has been identified through research and evaluation conducted for 
the CSU Stanislaus Stockton Campus Historic Resource Evaluation, completed by ARG in August 2021. 
The district is eligible for the National, California, and Stockton Historic registers under Criterion C/3/3, 
as a distinguishable entity that conveys the “cottage plan” design movement that emerged at hospitals 
and institutional care facilities after the turn of the twentieth century. The period of significance for this 
finding is 1914-1938, reflecting the range of years during which the buildings that reflect the cottage 
plan were constructed. 

1282 N. Grant Street was constructed in 1931, within the period of significance for the Stockton State 
Hospital District. The building was purpose-built as rental housing for nurses, and reflects the smaller 
scale, informal arrangement, “residential” feel, and purpose-built use that characterize the cottage plan. 
For these reasons, 1282 N. Grant Street is a contributor to the Stockton State Hospital District. 

Integrity Assessment 

Based on review of contemporary photographs and a site visit in May 2021, alterations include 
removal of most original windows and replacement with aluminum windows, and some changes to 
entry doors. The building has not been moved and retains integrity of location. The building retains 
integrity of design because there have been no alterations to its overall footprint, height, massing, 
and pattern of fenestration. Integrity of materials and workmanship are slightly diminished due to 
the removal of most original windows and replacement with aluminum windows, and changes to 
entry doors. The area around the building is largely unchanged and the building retains integrity of 
setting. Integrity of feeling and association are retained because the building generally reflects is 
historic appearance and generally remains configured for the same use for which it was 
constructed (although long vacant). Overall, despite some diminished integrity of materials and 
workmanship, ARG concludes that the subject property retains sufficient integrity to convey its historical 
appearance and any potential historic significance. 

Conclusion 

1282 N. Grant Street is not individually eligible for listing in the National Register, the California Register, 
as a California Historical Landmark, or for the Stockton Historic Register. 1282 N. Grant Street is eligible 
for listing in the National, California, and Stockton Historic registers as a contributor to the 
National/California/Stockton Register-eligible Stockton State Hospital District. 
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South façade, view north (ARG, May 2021) 
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West façade, north portion, view east (ARG, May 2021) 

 
North façade, view south (ARG, May 2021) 
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East façade, view west (ARG, May 2021) 
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DPR 523A (9/2013) *Required information 

State of California  The Resources Agency   Primary #      
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #  

PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial      
       NRHP Status Code  
    Other Listings       
    Review Code           Reviewer                  Date                   

*P2. Location:  �  Not for Publication       Unrestricted   
 *a.  County    San Joaquin                   and (P2c, P2e, and P2b or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 
 *b. USGS 7.5' Quad  Stockton West  Date   2018    T   ; R    ;    � of    � of Sec   ;      B.M. 

c.  Address   1938 N. Grant Street            City     Stockton                   Zip   95202             
d.  UTM: (Give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone 10S,  652162  mE/   4203574  mN 

 e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, decimal degrees, etc., as appropriate)   
  APN: 139-210-080-000 
 
*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and 

boundaries) 
1938 N. Grant Street is a two-story irregular-plan building clad in stucco and capped with a series of intersecting gable roofs 
covered in red clay tile. Windows are multi-lite metal casement unless noted otherwise. The primary (east) façade is 
generally symmetrically arranged and expresses a C-plan footprint with a two-story volume at center and one-story volumes 
at north and south. The half-glazed primary entrance door is located within an arched recess at the center of the first floor, 
ornamented with two engaged pilasters and accessed via a short concrete stair, altered to include a concrete ramp. A 
recessed tripartite window group south of the primary entrance is ornamented with columns, and the remainder of the first 
and second floors include regularly arranged typical windows. (See continuation sheet.) 

 
*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List 
attributes and codes)  HP41. Hospital           
*P4. Resources Present:  Building  
� Structure � Object � Site � District � 
Element of District � Other 
P5b. Description of Photo: (view, 
date, accession #)   East façade, view 
west (ARG, May 2021).                     
*P6. Date Constructed/Age and 
Source:Historic �Prehistoric �Both 
 1938 (CSUS Facilities, Planning and 
Operations Department)                   
*P7. Owner and Address: 
State of California, c/o Trustees of        
California State University, 401 Golden 
Shore, Long Beach, CA 90802                
*P8. Recorded by: (Name, affiliation, 
and address) Architectural Resources 
Group (ARG), Pier 9, The Embarcadero, 
Suite 107, San Francisco, CA 94111           
*P9. Date Recorded: August 25, 2021   
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe) 
Intensive       

*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")  
ARG, “CSU Stanislaus Stockton Campus Historic Resource Evaluation,” prepared for Grupe Huber, August 25, 2021; 
ARG, “Stockton State Hospital District,” Department of Parks and Recreation 523D (District Record), August 25, 2021.  
*Attachments: �NONE  �Location Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record 
�Archaeological Record  �District Record  �Linear Feature Record  �Milling Station Record  �Rock Art Record   
�Artifact Record  �Photograph Record   � Other (List):                                                   

P5a.  Photograph or Drawing (Photograph required for buildings, structures, and objects.)  
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DPR 523B (9/2013) *Required information 

State of California  The Resources Agency  Primary #                                         
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#                                            

BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD  

(This space reserved for official comments.)  

  

B1. Historic Name:   1938 N. Grant Street 
B2. Common Name:   1938 N. Grant Street                                                
B3. Original Use:    Acute patient care                            B4.  Present Use:    Vacant                    
*B5. Architectural Style:   Spanish Eclectic                                                                    
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations) 

The building was constructed in 1938 as an acute patient care building at Stockton State Hospital (CSUS Facilities, Planning, 
and Operations Department, 1996). Based on review of historic and contemporary photographs and a site visit in May 2021, 
alterations include some changes to secondary entrance doors, and demolition of a large wing at the west portion of the 
building (circa 2006). 

 

*B7. Moved? No   �Yes   �Unknown   Date:                     Original Location:                   
*B8. Related Features: None. 
 
 
 
B9a. Architect:  Office of the State Architect/Alfred Eichler                 b. Builder:  Unknown                        
*B10. Significance:  Theme   Architecture                        Area     Hospital Design         
 Period of Significance       1914-1938    Property Type   Hospital      Applicable Criteria  C/3/3    (Discuss 

importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope. Also address  
integrity.) 

 
In 1851, the California State legislature passed a bill funding the establishment of three state hospitals for the indigent sick, 
to be located in San Francisco, Sacramento, and Stockton. By the close of 1851, the Stockton State Hospital was providing 
accommodations for mentally ill persons, in a small wooden building at the corner of El Dorado and Market streets with 
approximately twelve rooms (see continuation sheet). 

 
  
 
 
 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)                                               
*B12. References: 
  
 See continuation sheet.  
 
B13. Remarks: 
 
 
 
 
 
*B14. Evaluator:   Architectural Resources Group                                                                    

*Date of Evaluation:  August 25, 2021                   
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P3a. Description (continued): 

The north portion of the primary (east) façade includes a canted bay with typical windows 
separated by simple columns, and the south portion includes two typical windows and a recessed 
circular vent at the gable peak.  

The south façade includes a one-story volume at the east, with two typical windows and metal 
pedestrian entrance doors, and a two-story volume at the west. The two-story volume includes a 
projecting volume at the first floor, constructed of concrete masonry unit, with additional 
pedestrian entrances and a loading dock, and irregularly arranged typical windows at the first and 
second floors, with recessed circular vent at the side-facing gable peak.  

The west façade expresses the building’s irregular plan, and includes regularly arranged typical 
fenestration, as well as three secondary entrance doors, one of which is located within a recessed 
porch. The façade includes a variety of decorative elements and finishes, including a square corner 
tower with small square battlement windows and a four-sided pyramidal roof; raised moldings 
which group windows vertically; diamond-pattered scoring at the soffit area of grouped windows; 
exaggerated concrete sills that group pairs of first-floor windows; and a two-sided bay with an 
exaggerated head and sill at the second floor. A large projecting volume at the north portion of the 
west façade is blind with a circular vent at the gable peak.  

The north façade also expresses the building’s irregular plan and includes a metal secondary 
entrance door at far west with typical windows regularly arranged across the western portion of 
the façade; a narrow projecting volume at center with a double-height typical window ornamented 
by an exaggerated sill; a large projecting two-story volume east of center with irregularly arranged 
typical windows at both floors and a circular vent at the gable peak; and, at the east, a one story 
volume with two metal secondary entrance doors accessed via a concrete ramp with an iron railing 
and decorative wrought iron balustrade, and several typical windows regularly arranged. 
Additional ornament includes square stucco vents at all facades, and all facades terminate with 
either flush eaves or shallow eave overhangs. 

B10. Significance (continued):   

In 1851, the California State legislature passed a bill funding the establishment of three state hospitals 
for the indigent sick, to be located in San Francisco, Sacramento, and Stockton. By the close of 1851, the 
Stockton State Hospital had opened at the corner of El Dorado and Market streets with approximately 
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twelve rooms.1 Due to overcrowded conditions in many hospitals throughout California, the State 
legislature passed a law in 1852 mandating the separation of physically ill patients from those with 
mental illnesses. The mandate quickly led to acute overcrowding at the small Stockton facility, which 
was ordered to close in 1853 when the legislature created a new, alternative institution, to be called the 
Insane Asylum of the State of California. Stockton was selected to be the site of the new institution, in 
part due to its climate and proximity to San Francisco, Sacramento, and the state’s active mining areas. 
However, the selection was most directly secured by the contribution by Stockton’s founder Charles M. 
Weber of 100 undeveloped acres on which to build. This site, located several blocks north of the 
downtown district, became the campus of the Insane Asylum of the State of California. The facility 
opened to accept its first 272 patients on October 8, 1853 and was the first publicly funded psychiatric 
facility west of the Mississippi River.2 

At its opening, the facility consisted of one two-story brick building (no longer extant) located at the 
corner of Grant and Flora streets. This building expanded with the construction of three- and four-story 
wings in 1854, 1855, and 1857. This original building and the other major buildings constructed at the 
Insane Asylum of California during the nineteenth century were planned according to the Kirkbride Plan 
and based on the so-called “moral theory” of care, in which containment in an orderly, peaceful 
environment and exposure to natural light and air circulation were considered crucial to caring for and 
potentially healing the mentally ill. Hospitals designed using the Kirkbride Plan were large buildings with 
a formal, imposing primary façade and a narrow, stepped, linear footprint with staggered wings 
extending outward from the center.3 Interior arrangement saw administration, kitchens, public and 
reception areas, and apartments for the superintendent's family at the center of the building, and 
patient wards in the extending wings. Hospital staff was housed on-site, either within main building or in 
freestanding residences. Kirkbride also stressed the importance of a spacious natural or designed 
landscape around an asylum facility, including farmland where possible, all of which could be 
maintained in some cases by select patients.4  

Around the turn of the twentieth century, the Kirkbride Plan and the moral theory of care were eclipsed 
by newer approaches to mental health care treatment, which focused on somatic treatments, 
occupational therapies, and, towards the end of the period, psychoanalysis. As treatment modalities 
shifted, new construction at the Stockton State Hospital took different forms, which generally reflected 
the “cottage plan” design, wherein smaller, dispersed buildings replaced the larger, unified buildings of 

 
1 Architectural Resources Group, Inc. (ARG), “California State University, Stanislaus – Stockton Center, Former Stockton 
Development Center Cultural Resources Survey,” prepared for the City of Stockton, April 27, 2000 (revised), 10.  
2 ARG, “Cultural Resources Survey,” 10. 
3 Carla Yanni, The Architecture of Madness: Insane Asylums in the United States (Minneapolis, MN: The University of Minnesota 
Press, 2007) 51-78 
4 Yanni, The Architecture of Madness, 51-78 
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the Kirkbride Plan. The cottage plan continued to accommodate access to natural light, air circulation, 
and greenery, but constructed residential wards with more traditionally residential features and 
finishes, and separated non-residential activities, including occupational therapy and patient care, into 
stand-alone, purpose-built buildings.5 A typical cottage plan building was one or two stories and 
contained a single specialized ward, where same-gender patients experiencing similar degrees of mental 
illness could  be housed together. The scale of these buildings, along with their somewhat informal 
arrangement along tree-lined streets, gave mental health care facilities constructed according to the 
cottage plan design a campus-like setting, and represented a major shift away from the imposing 
institutional character of earlier-constructed facilities. 

1938 N. Grant Street was constructed in 1938 to serve as an acute patient care facility at Stockton 
State Hospital.6 The building reflects the shift to “cottage plan” design that took place after the turn of 
the twentieth century, and was the last building constructed during the “cottage plan” design period 
that remains extant at the larger property. The building was designed by the Office of the State 
Architect, and a drawing of the building is included in the archives of Alfred Eichler, who was an 
architectural designer within the Office of the State Architect from 1925 through 1963.7 The 
building is designed in the Spanish Eclectic style. Available archival records, including local 
newspapers, city directories, and census records, did not provide any specific information about 
this building, other than its use through many years as a patient care facility, and later use in the 
1990s as a school, during which time it was referred to as the Delta Learning Center.8  

Architectural Context: Spanish Eclectic 

The Spanish Eclectic style of architecture, also known as Spanish Revival, was most commonly found in 
the American southwest, particularly in California, Texas, and Arizona, with some iterations in Florida.9 
Preceded by the related Mission Revival style, Spanish Eclectic proliferated across these regions from 
1915 to 1940 and drew from themes seen in Spain’s early American colonial settlements.10 Distinctive 
elements of the style include clay tile roofs, round arch openings, and carved wooden doors. Some early 

 
5 Dave Smith and Justin Jones, “Ahead of Its Time: The Stockton State Mental Asylum from the 1890’s to 1920’s,” published 
online, accessed July 14, 2021 at http://www.toddlertime.com/advocacy/hospitals/Asylum/stockton-state.htm. 
6 California State University, Stanislaus Facilities, Planning, and Operations Department, “Facilities of the Stockton 
Developmental Center,” March 1996. 
7 California State Archives, “Alfred Eichler Collection,” published online at the Online Archives of California, accessed July 23, 
2021 at http://exhibits.sos.ca.gov/collections/show/7. 
8 California State University, Stanislaus Facilities, Planning, and Operations Department, “Facilities of the Stockton 
Developmental Center,” 17. 
9 Virginia and Lee McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses (New York: Knopf, 2013) 522. 
10 Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission, “Spanish Colonial Revival Style, 1915-1940,” published online at the website 
of the Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission, accessed June 15, 2021 at 
http://www.phmc.state.pa.us/portal/communities/architecture/styles/spanish-colonial-revival.html. 



 

DPR 523L (9/2013) 

State of California - The Resources Agency  Primary#                         
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #     
       Trinomial  

CONTINUATION SHEET     

Property Name: _ _ 1938 N. Grant Street _________________________                          __________________________ 
Page ___ 6__ of __16 

prototypes of Spanish Eclectic trace back to the 1915 Panama California Exposition in San Diego, which 
featured a variety of Spanish style buildings designed by Bertram Goodhue and Carleton Winslow, Sr.11 
By the 1920s, Spanish Eclectic became increasingly popular as more architects began to study the 
building traditions of Spain, while incorporating other influences from Moorish, Byzantine, Gothic, and 
Renaissance design.12 Entire communities in Southern California and parts of Florida were being 
constructed in the Spanish Eclectic style, while older towns in these areas were employing the style in 
new construction. Spanish Eclectic buildings were also distinctive in their form, scale, and massing. 
Much like vernacular buildings found in rural parts of Spain, Spanish Eclectic structures could be 
gradually expanded upon in very informal, additive ways. As a result, emphasis on the Spanish Eclectic 
building’s design was placed primarily on its varied massing.13 This flexibility lent itself well to the use of 
the style in larger scale institutional and church buildings, which often needed to conform to specific 
sizes or configurations. The common character-defining features of Spanish Eclectic buildings include an 
asymmetrical and horizontal assemblage of building masses; low-pitched clay tile roofs, with little or no 
overhanging eaves; stucco or plastered wall surfaces; elaborate chimney tops; arched openings; round, 
square, or polygonal towers; patios, courtyards, covered porches, and balconies; stucco or tile 
decorative vents; and the use of wrought iron, wood, cast stone, terra cotta, or polychromatic tile.14    

Architect: Alfred W. Eichler (1895-1977) 

805 E. Magnolia Street was designed by the Office of the State Architect, and a drawing of the 
building is included in the archives of Alfred Eichler, who was an architectural designer within the 
Office of the State Architect from 1925 through 1963.15 Alfred William Eichler was born in Missouri in 
1895 and moved to San Francisco as a young child.16 Spinal meningitis left him deaf as a teenager. He 
attended Columbia University and the Beaux Arts Institute of Design in New York, and then worked as a 
civilian architect for the U.S. Navy during World War I. After the war, he worked at several architecture 
firms in Washington D.C., New York, and San Francisco, and in 1925 was hired as a Senior Architectural 
Designer for the Division of Architecture of California’s Department of Public Works. Eichler was 
promoted to Supervisory Architect in 1949. During nearly four decades the office of the State Architect, 
Eichler contributed to the design of the state hospitals in Stockton, including the physician’s residence at 

 
11 Daniel Prosser, “Context: Architecture and Engineering; Theme: Mediterranean & Indigenous Revival Architecture, 1893-
1948,” SurveyLA Los Angeles Citywide Historic Context Statement, prepared for the City of Los Angeles, Department of City 
Planning, Office of Historic Resources, November 2018, accessed June 15, 2021 at  
https://planning.lacity.org/odocument/097f6db5-feee-43f5-a448-
fd140763de90/MediterraneanandIndigenousRevivalArchitecture_1893-1948.pdf. 
12 Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission, “Spanish Colonial Revival Style, 1915-1940.” 
13 McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses, 534. 
14 Prosser, “Context: Architecture and Engineering; Theme: Mediterranean & Indigenous Revival Architecture, 1893-1948.” 
15 California State Archives, “Alfred Eichler Collection.” 
16 California State Archives, “Alfred Eichler Collection.” 
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604 E. Acacia Street (1929); the large Tudor Revival-style building at 805 E. Magnolia Street (1931), 
originally used as a kitchen and dining hall; and the building at 1938 N. Grant Street (1938) originally 
used as an acute care facility, along with several additional cottage-style patient wards at the State Farm 
that are no longer extant.17  He also designed buildings for Napa State Hospital; San Quentin and Folsom 
State prisons; Sacramento’s Tower Bridge; several buildings at the School for the Deaf in Berkeley (now 
part of the Clark Kerr Campus of UC Berkeley), the restoration of the Benicia State Capitol building, and 
many other schools, office buildings, border inspection stations, bridges, and state parks and 
fairgrounds. After retiring in 1963, Eichler continued to sketch and paint scenes of historic California 
structures. Alfred W. Eichler died in Sacramento in 1977. 

Current Historic Status 

1938 N. Grant Street is a contributor to California Registered Historical Landmark No. 1016, which was 
designated as the Stockton Developmental Center District in 1995; this district was automatically placed 
on the California Register of Historical Resources (California Register) in 1996, when all California State 
Historical Landmarks above No. 770 were placed on the California Register. In 1997 the California State 
Historic Preservation Officer confirmed that the boundaries of the California Landmark/California 
Register-listed historic district conform to the historic boundaries of the site of the Stockton 
Development Center campus, and that buildings within the boundaries of the historic district that were 
more than fifty years old at the time of the California Landmark listing (i.e., buildings constructed before 
1945) would be considered contributors to the historic district.18  

In 2000, ARG completed a Cultural Resources Survey (CRS) for the CSU Stanislaus, Stockton Campus for 
the City of Stockton. The CRS determined that a historic district was present at the CSU Stanislaus, 
Stockton Campus that was eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (National Register), 
California Register, and Stockton Historic Register, with 1938 N. Grant Street included as a contributing 
property.19 The findings of the CRS were not used to initiate listing the district on the National Register 
or Stockton Historic Register, nor were they used to officially update the California Register listing. 

Evaluation 

1938 N. Grant Street is evaluated here for individual eligibility for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places (National Register), California Register of Historical Resources (California Register), as a 
California Landmark, and for eligibility for listing on the Stockton Historic Register. It is also evaluated as 

 
17 California State Archives, “Alfred Eichler Collection.” 
18 Daniel Abeyta writing for Cherilyn Widell, State Historic Preservation Officer, correspondence with Wendy Goff, Associate 
Planner, Real Estate Services Division, Project Management Division, Sacramento, CA, dated August 13, 1997.  
19 ARG, “Cultural Resources Survey,” 3-4. 
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a contributor to the Stockton State Hospital District, which was the only district found eligible for the 
National, California, and Stockton Historic registers in the evaluation conducted for a DPR 523D form 
completed in conjunction with this 523B form.20 The evaluative framework for these findings is detailed 
in “CSU Stanislaus Stockton Campus Historic Resource Evaluation,” prepared by ARG, Inc. for Grupe 
Huber, August 25, 2021.  

National Register/California Register  

The National Register criteria form the basis for the California Register criteria, and are evaluated 
together here. 

Criterion A/1: 1938 N. Grant Street was constructed in 1938 as an acute patient care building 
for Stockton State Hospital and reflects the shift to “cottage plan” design that took place after 
the turn of the twentieth century. Research does not indicate that any discrete historically 
significant events have taken place at the building. While the building was part of the general 
pattern of mental health care in California and of the shift to “cottage plan” design at hospitals 
and other institutional care facilities after the turn of the twentieth century, the building does 
not have a direct individual association with these patterns, such as being the first of its type or 
influential upon later construction, such that it would be individually eligible for the National or 
California Register. For this reason, 510 E. Magnolia Street is not eligible for the National or 
California Register under Criterion A/1. 

Criterion B/2: 1938 N. Grant Street was constructed as an acute patient care building and was 
used for the care of countless patients at Stockton State Hospital. Available archival records, 
including local newspapers, city directories, and census records, did not provide any indication 
that the building has any association with any significant person or organizations. For these 
reasons, the building is not eligible for the National or California Register under Criterion B/2. 

Criterion C/3: 1938 N. Grant Street is designed in the Spanish Eclectic style and reflects some of 
the basic character-defining features of the style including irregular massing; a low-pitched roof 
with little or no overhanging eaves; stucco cladding; stucco vents; and a corner tower. It does 
not include other character-defining features of the style such as elaborate chimney tops; 
arched openings; balconies; and the use of wrought iron, wood, cast stone, terra cotta, or 
polychromatic tile. The building has also been altered with some changes to secondary 
entrance doors, and demolition of a large wing at the west portion of the building. Overall, 
the building does not embody the Spanish Eclectic style such that it would be National or 

 
20 ARG, “Stockton State Hospital District,” Department of Parks and Recreation 523D (District Record), August 2021. 
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California Register eligible. The building appears likely to have been designed by Alfred Eichler 
while working in the Office of the State Architect; while broadly accomplished, Eichler is not 
considered a master architect and the Office of the State Architect is not regarded as a 
master architect due to the large number of architects and designers that worked within 
the office at any one time. The building does not possess high artistic value. For these reasons, 
the building is not eligible for the National or California Register under Criterion C/3. 

Criterion D/4: This criterion is generally applied to archaeological resources, and the evaluation 
of the property for eligibility under this criterion was beyond the scope of this study. 

California Historical Landmark 
 
To be eligible for listing as a California Historical Landmark, a property or district must be of statewide 
historical importance to California and meet one of three evaluative requirements.   
 

Requirement 1: 1938 N. Grant Street is not the first, last, only, or most significant hospital 
or patient care building in the Northern California region. Therefore, the building is not 
eligible as a California Historical Landmark under Requirement 1. 

Requirement 2: 1938 N. Grant Street is not associated with an individual or group having a 
profound influence on the history of California. For this reason, the site is not eligible as a 
California Historical Landmark under Requirement 2.  

Requirement 3: 1938 N. Grant Street is not outstanding example of the Spanish Eclectic 
style of architecture. It is not the work of a pioneer architect, designer, or master builder. 
The building does not have excellent physical integrity. For these reasons, the building is not 
eligible as a California Historical Landmark under Requirement 3. 

Stockton Historic Register 

In considering an artifact, natural feature, or structure for individual listing in the Stockton Historic 
Register, the Stockton Cultural Heritage Board applies eleven evaluative criteria. 1938 N. Grant Street is 
not individually eligible for listing in the Stockton Historic Register under any of the eleven criteria: the 
building is not of archeological interest (Criterion 1); it does not display important architectural 
craftsmanship, style, type, or authorship (Criteria 2, 3, 4, and 10);  it is not the location of a historic 
event or pattern of events (Criteria 5 and 6); it does not represent an established and familiar historic 
feature or have a specific relationship to another historic landmark (Criteria 7 and 8); it is not associated 
with a significant person (Criterion 9); and it is not an element of the natural environment that 
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contributes to the well-being of the people of the city, state, or Nation (Criterion 11).  For these reasons, 
the property is not eligible for listing on the Stockton Historic Register. 

National/California/Stockton Register-Eligible Stockton State Hospital District 

The Stockton State Hospital District has been determined eligible through research and evaluation 
conducted for the CSU Stanislaus Stockton Campus Historic Resource Evaluation, completed by ARG in 
August 2021. The district is eligible for the National, California, and Stockton Historic registers under 
Criterion C/3/3, as a distinguishable entity that conveys the “cottage plan” design movement that 
emerged at hospitals and institutional care facilities after the turn of the twentieth century. The period 
of significance for this finding is 1914-1938, reflecting the range of years during which the buildings that 
reflect the cottage plan were constructed. 

1938 N. Grant Street was constructed in 1938, within the period of significance for the Stockton State 
Hospital District. The building reflects the smaller scale, informal arrangement, “residential” feel, and 
purpose-built use that characterize the cottage plan. For these reasons, 1938 N. Grant Street is a 
contributor to the Stockton State Hospital District. 

Integrity Assessment 

Based on a review of historic and contemporary photographs and a site visit in May 2021, 
alterations include some changes to secondary entrance doors, and demolition of a large wing at 
the west portion of the building (ca. 2006). The building has not been moved and retains integrity 
of location. Integrity of design is substantially diminished due to the demolition of a large wing of 
the building. The building largely retains integrity of materials and workmanship because the 
building is little altered with the exception of the demolition. Integrity of setting is somewhat 
diminished by the construction of a large water feature directly west of the building. Integrity of feeling 
is retained because the building retains its historic height, massing, general fenestration pattern. 
The building retains integrity of association because its overall arrangement is largely unchanged 
from its historic use (although long vacant). ARG concludes that the subject property has diminished 
integrity overall and may not be able to convey its historical appearance or potential individual historic 
significance; sufficient integrity remains to convey historic significance within a district context. 

Conclusion 

1938 N. Grant Street is not individually eligible for listing in the National Register, the California Register, 
as a California Historical Landmark, or for the Stockton Historic Register. 1938 N. Grant Street is eligible 
for listing in the National, California, and Stockton Historic registers as a contributor to the 
National/California/Stockton Register-eligible Stockton State Hospital District. 
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South façade, view northwest (ARG, May 2021) 
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West façade, center and north portions, view northeast (ARG, May 2021) 

 
West façade, north portion, view northwest (ARG, May 2021) 
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West façade, view east (ARG, May 2021) 

 
North façade, view southeast (ARG, May 2021) 
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1970 aerial photograph showing historic footprint of 1938 N. Grant Street in red 

(UCSB Library, Geospatial Collection FrameFinder Flight cas-2874, Frame 79) 
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2021 aerial photograph showing current footprint of 1938 N. Grant Street in red and the demolished 

west wing hatched in red (Google Earth; annotated by ARG) 
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