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NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF A DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT  
FOR THE BAY AREA VIPASSANA CENTER  

 
Project Applicant:  Bay Area Vipassana Center 
File Number:  PLN20-003 
Application For: Use permit, Architecture and Site Approval, and Grading Approval 
 
The County of Santa Clara (“County”) will be the Lead Agency and will prepare a Draft 
Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the Bay Area Vipassana Center project (BAVC or 
“Project”). The County requests your input on the scope and content of the environmental 
information to be included in the DEIR for the Project. A brief description of the Project, its 
location, and a summary of the potential environmental effects are provided below. Approval of 
the Project will require actions by the County of Santa Clara, including the preparation and 
certification of a Final EIR and Use Permit, Architecture and Site Approval, and Grading 
Approval. The Final EIR may also be used by responsible agencies as defined by CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15381 when considering approvals for the Project.  

The Notice of Preparation of the DEIR will occur from June 30, 2025 to July 30, 2025. 
Comments are due on July 30, at 5:00 p.m.; however, an early response would be appreciated. 
Please send your response to:  

County of Santa Clara Department of Planning and Development 
Attention: Lara Tran 

County Government Center 
70 W. Hedding Street, 7th Floor, East Wing, San Jose, CA 95110 

Email: lara.tran@pln.sccgov.org 
 

 

Lara Tran, Senior Planner    Date 

 

 

Robert Salisbury, Principal Planner      Date 

 

Docusign Envelope ID: CB01BCF5-6124-4ABA-A827-F80FA81D9CE2

6/26/2025

6/26/2025
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As the lead agency, the County plans to analyze the potential environmental impacts associated 
with a Use Permit, Architecture and Site Approval, and Grading Approval application submitted 
by Brian McNamara for the BAVC pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) (Public Resources Code Section 21000 et seq.) and its implementing regulations, the 
CEQA Guidelines (14 Cal. Code Regs. Section 15000 et seq.). The BAVC is a proposed retreat 
center for teaching and practicing Vipassana meditation. The County published a Notice of Intent 
to Adopt an Initial Study and proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) on March 1, 
2024. In response to the comments received on the IS/MND for the Project, the County has 
decided to prepare an EIR. The entirety of the Project will be evaluated in the EIR. 

Project Location 
The Project area is in a rural portion of unincorporated Santa Clara County, west of the City of 
Gilroy (Figure 1), and the Project site is a 54.59-acre parcel (A.P.N. 756-30-024) located at 9210 
El Matador Drive (Figure 2). The General Plan designation of this parcel is Hillsides, and the 
zoning is Hillsides with a Scenic Road combining zoning district (HS-SR). The Project site is 
accessed from Redwood Retreat Road and is surrounded by single family residences to the 
northeast, southeast, south and west. An open field is across Redwood Retreat Road east of the 
Project site. The Project site is on relatively flat ground within the eastern half, then inclines 
steeply towards the west. 

Project Description 
The Project is a retreat center for teaching and practicing Vipassana meditation. The Project 
proposes to construct 18 structures totaling 53,260 square feet, demolish an accessory structure 
(barn), and install on-site improvements including a new 97,000-gallon water tank, driveway, 
access road, parking lot, new landscaping, sewage collection lines, septic tanks, effluent 
collection lines, wastewater treatment system (circulating textile filter system), pressure delivery 
effluent pipelines, pump stations, and subsurface drip irrigation. The total footprint of the Project 
would be approximately 10 acres in clusters, mostly along the eastern half of the 54.59-acre site. 
Project construction would take 5 years (60 months) and would occur over five phases. 

Required Project Approvals 
In addition to County certification of a Final EIR and issuance of Use Permit, Architecture and 
Site Approval, and Grading Approval, additional permits and approvals would be required to 
implement the Project, potentially including those identified in Table 1, Summary of Permits and 
Approvals. 

 

TABLE 1 
 SUMMARY OF PERMITS AND APPROVALS 

Agency Permit/Approval  

Local 

County of Santa Clara Department of 
Planning and Development 

Certification of the environmental impact report, issuance of a UP, ASA and 
grading permit.  
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Agency Permit/Approval  

State 

State Water Resources Control Board, 
Division of Drinking Water 

Clearance to develop a Public Water System 

Central Coast Regional Water Quality 
Control Board 

Approval of on-site wastewater treatment system 

SOURCE: Data compiled by Environmental Science Associates in 2025 

 

Potential Environmental Effects of the Project 
The County released an IS/MND (State Clearinghouse Number 2024030083) for this project 
with a public review period of March 1, 2024, through April 1, 2024. County Planning received 
hundreds of comment letters on the IS/MND mainly in support of the project. At least four 
comment letters were in opposition, including a letter from Shute, Mihaly & Weinberger, a law 
firm representing the neighboring Happy Acres residential community. The County determined 
that an EIR would be needed which will build upon the analytical work previously completed for 
the IS/MND as appropriate under CEQA.  

The EIR will describe the reasonably foreseeable and potentially significant adverse effects of 
the proposed project (both direct and indirect). The EIR also will evaluate the cumulative 
impacts of the project when considered in conjunction with other related past, present, and 
reasonably foreseeable future projects. The EIR will evaluate potentially significant impacts 
associated with Project implementation including resource areas such as hydrology and water 
quality, utilities and service systems, public safety, and wildfire. 

The County welcomes all input on the scope and content of the DEIR in response to this Notice 
of Preparation, and especially welcomes responses that will assist the County in:  

1) Identifying potentially significant environmental impacts raised by the proposed project;  

2) Identifying and evaluating potential alternatives to the proposed project and mitigation 
measures that could avoid or reduce potentially significant impacts associated with the 
project; and 

3) Confirming which agencies will be a responsible and/or trustee agency for this project and 
providing information germane to these agencies’ statutory responsibilities as they relate to 
the County’s analysis of potential effects of the project. 
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From: JohnF <jaf.advisor@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, July 7, 2025 3:50 PM
To: Salisbury, Robert <Robert.Salisbury@PLN.SCCGOV.ORG>
Cc: Tran, Lara <lara.tran@pln.sccgov.org>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] No Project Sr. Planner for PLN20-003

PLN 20-003
Mr. Salisbury, last month you were kind enough to send the response email below
informing us of a planner assignment and indicating your assurance that I would be
"sent a copy of the NOP when it is released."  Early last week a few residents received
the NOP. Most of us did not.  Presumably, the criterion used for mailing was proximity to
project site as those few that received it essentially adjoin the property.  Setting aside
the commitment you made, I am much more concerned that commission staff
going through the motions, and do not understand the particulars of the dispute.  Most
of the residents who are at risk of losing their water supply are not 300 feet or even a
thousand feet within the project.  It is the well that dozens of families rely on that is 20
feet from the project site, and dozens more who will face fire evacuation issues. Both
sides of this issue deserve a fair and impartial decision based on the merits. But we also
deserve an effort and process that displays that county planners know what is at stake. 
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Regards,
John Flaherty

On Mon, Jun 2, 2025 at 12:41 PM Salisbury, Robert <Robert.Salisbury@pln.sccgov.org>
wrote:

John,

The project has been reassigned to Senior Planner Lara Tran.  I apologize that this
information wasn’t provided to you previously.  Furthermore, I can share with you that as a
result of the concerns raised by you and some of the other residents, the County has
decided to prepare an EIR for the project, and I will make sure that you and/or whomever
else you would prefer is sent a copy of the NOP when it is released.

In the meantime, you can reach Lara Tran can be reached at lara.tran@pln.sccgov.org if you
have questions or other concerns about the project you would like to discuss.

Kind regards,

Robert Salisbury
Principal Planner | Zoning Administrator | SMARA Program Manager

Department of Planning and Development
County of Santa Clara
70 W. Hedding Street | 7th Floor | East Wing
San Jose | CA  95110
Work: (408) 299-5785
Pronouns: he/him
robert.salisbury@pln.sccgov.org

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email message and/or its attachments may contain information that is
confidential or restricted. It is intended only for the individuals named as recipients in the message. If you are NOT
an authorized recipient, you are prohibited from using, delivering, distributing, printing, copying, or disclosing the
message or content to others and must delete the message from your computer. If you have received this message
in error, please notify the sender by return email.

From: JohnF <jaf.advisor@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, June 2, 2025 10:25 AM
To: Salisbury, Robert <Robert.Salisbury@PLN.SCCGOV.ORG>; Horwitz, David
<david.horwitz@pln.sccgov.org>
Cc: Onciano, Jacqueline <jacqueline.onciano@pln.sccgov.org>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] No Project Sr. Planner for PLN20-003

Last Thursday, when no one was available to assist me, Assoc. Planner, David
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Horwitz, asked me to email the purpose of my visit to the Department of Planning and
Development.  

As I outlined to Mr. Horwitz, I am a member of a small mutual water company in
south county,  and a member of its board.  There is a strong consensus by the board
and residents that a proposed project there (PLN20-003), endangers the sole source
of water and introduces fire safety issues into the area.  Consequently, the residents
of the seventy-nine households served by the well are anxious that their county and
state government officials give a full and thorough review, and that they have access
to convey their views and supporting data in a timely manner regarding the project.

For the past few months that hasn't happened, and my visit to the Department of
Planning & Development last Thursday was made in order to convey the increasing
anxiety by residents that accessibility to, and response from, such a critical county
department is not occurring.

The Planning & Development's senior planner for this project left the Department
several weeks -- months -- ago.  No P&D planner has been assigned to the project in
the meantime. Residents' calls and written query's have gone unanswered.  An EIS is
reportedly opened on the project.  Water board members and other residents have
been unable to learn the progress and status of the study, and are therefore unable to
fashion requests for specific items and information from your department.  Neither
has information regarding timelines the P&D staff have with respect to forwarding
information to the Commission.

I get the impression the Department, like many local government agencies, are facing
a staffing shortage, and as a former government official I am sympathetic to the
challenges this creates.  However, the lack of an assigned senior planner, and the
subsequent nonresponse by the Department is at risk of turning from an
administrative challenge into accessibility and equity issue impacting the process.

Finally, water board member's need your Department's and the County's help
regarding our residents.  Some believe the path to resolving this issue is to appear
before the Planning Commission and the Board of Supervisors and ask for a remedy. 
My personal view is that this is not the right path until we learn what the status of this
project is at the staff level, and have an opportunity to review documents and other
information including timelines.  However, to do that we need to have a response from
the Department, and, respectfully, it should not take in-person travel from Gilroy to
Hedding Street to effectuate that.
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I gave Mr. Horwitz my contact information (202- 657-8500).  Thank you for your
attention in this matter.

Respectfully,
John Flaherty
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From: Betty Reeder <rebedex1@aol.com> 
Sent: Monday, July 7, 2025 2:24 PM
To: Tran, Lara <lara.tran@pln.sccgov.org>; Suoervisor.lee@bos.sccgov.org
Cc: Betty <rebedex1@aol.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Fw: PLN20-003
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Mr. Lee, 
I would appreciate you familiarizing yourself with the case PLN20-2003. This has 
become out of hand with minimal correspondence from the county.
My latest correspondence to Ms. Tran is included below.
Thank you,
 Margaret E. Reeder

----- Forwarded Message -----
From: Betty Reeder <rebedex1@aol.com>
Sent: Monday, July 7, 2025 at 01:55:22 PM PDT
Subject: Re: PLN20-003

Ms. Tran,

I, as a property owner and retired underground sanitary, storm, and
water contractor, residing on El Matador Drive Gilroy, CA 95020,  take
great umbrage with your comments in reference to PLN20-003.
1. NO Correspondence has been received by the Reeders since 27 August
2021.
2. Charu Ahluwalia and Valerie Negrete were instructed to put me on the
"interested parties list" for ALL notifications, which obviously has not
been
done. Also Supervisor Arenas chose not to respond to my letter.
3. "Happy Acres", as stated by you, is NOT a community it is a Mutual
Water Company owned/maintained by and serving eighty (80)
multimillion-dollar homes. Two of which the Center has purchased with
one adjoining said property. Allegedly the Center has attempted to
purchase more properties contiguous to the property in question.
4. The sanitation/water well plans for the proposed center are totally
inadequate for the 200-person daily services they want, toilets, showers,
overnight accommodations, and a full kitchen with a grease trap issue.
5. The HAMWC well will most assuredly be contaminated as far as the
sanitary plans that I have seen.
6. The county has been TOTALLY remiss in handling this project with no
communication to the majority of the eighty (80) property owners. If you
did communicate, I am sure you would receive adequate negative
responses matching the hundreds you claim to have received and to be
positive!
7. I direct you to evaluate your input when DEALING WITH EIGHTY(80)
MULTI MILLION DOLLAR homeowners involving hundreds of family
members.
8. If you would do your due diligence and investigate, you would find
eighty (80) addresses with acreage that are directly involved is this
debacle. A letter from the county directed to the EACH individual
homeowner rather than explicitly those contiguous to said property
should be a top TOTAL RISK MANAGEMENT with a very high priority!
9. The last correspondence pertaining to the Center received was dated
05/22/2021 from Mr. McNamara.
The revised site plan was NOT included as stated in his letter!
10. The property in question is also adjacent to one of the largest Native
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American Indian Sites in the Santa Clara Valley.  Where is  a document
releasing BAVC property from any liability from the Tribal Council?
11. In case you are not aware, one cannot occupy a home without
potable water. Eighty-multimillion-dollar homes is a significant number for
the County of Santa Clara to deal with when the HAMWC well becomes
contaminated. Where is the correspondence from the Santa Clara County
Health Department stating their stance in this area?
12. The law firm of Shute, Mihaly & Weinberger represents the HAMWC,

a mutual water company owned and maintained by the eighty homeowners.
I reiterate for your information HAMWC is NOT a residential community!

Needless to say. I am definitely not in favor of any building to be allowed
on this property for all of the above reasons.
This type of correspondence can be avoided if the parties involved were
not trying to accomplish an untoward act. Plus, the County of Santa Clara
has been remiss with their due diligence!

The entire handling of this issue is a total disgrace. My taxes contribute
to the salaries of all county employees involved and I, as a taxpayer,
expect to be involved with the decisions, which so far are NOT
satisfactory or acceptable.
Hopefully those involved fully understand the meaning prudent risk
management.

    I would appreciate viewing all documents signed and dated stating the
time and dates that you or your someone in  your stead, have been on site
inspecting the property in question     

 Your full attention as well as cooperation would be appreciated,
 Regards,
 Margaret E. and Dexter L. Reeder  
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From: Jeremy Schmidt <smittyjr57@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 8, 2025 8:01 PM
To: Tran, Lara <lara.tran@pln.sccgov.org> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: PLN20-003

Santa Clara County Planning Commission
Department of Planning and Development
County Government Center
70 West Hedding Street
San Jose, CA 95110
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Re: Opposition to Proposed Bay Area Vipassana Center

Dear Commissioners,
I am writing to respectfully but firmly oppose the proposed Bay Area Vipassana Center 
currently under review for development. As a nearby property owner, I have serious concerns 
that the project will negatively affect the health, safety, and environmental integrity of our 
community.

1. Water Availability and Groundwater Impact

The area surrounding the proposed development relies entirely on groundwater wells, 
including my own property. The large-scale water use associated with a retreat facility of this 
magnitude—including residential lodging, food preparation, and increased traffic—would
place significant stress on an already limited aquifer. The California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA) requires that projects with the potential for significant water usage must 
evaluate cumulative impacts on groundwater. To date, there appears to be no comprehensive 
groundwater analysis provided to ensure long-term water availability for existing residents. 
Further, should the increased demand lower the water table or alter recharge patterns, it would 
irreparably harm my sole water source, posing both economic and health risks.

2. Septic System Incompatibility with Local Soil Conditions

The soils in this area are not appropriate for high-volume septic systems, as they are known to
have poor permeability and high seasonal saturation. Based on Santa Clara County Onsite
Wastewater Treatment System (OWTS) regulations, such soils pose a serious risk of 
septic system failure and groundwater contamination. Given the scale of the proposed facility, 
the risk of leach field overload and system malfunction is substantial. The lack of engineered 
solutions that address this issue is deeply troubling.
As required by Title 27 of the California Code of Regulations, any wastewater discharge 
must not endanger groundwater quality. Failure to meet these standards could result in 
widespread environmental harm, including pollution of drinking water for surrounding 
residents.

3. Property Devaluation and Loss of Water Security

My property depends entirely on clean, reliable well water. If the project pollutes or depletes
this shared groundwater resource, it will directly devalue my property and harm my

family’s quality of life. Under California Civil Code §3479, a project that causes water 
contamination or restricts essential access to resources constitutes a nuisance. The long-term 
damage would not only affect me personally, but would also establish a precedent that 
prioritizes commercial interests over rural residential sustainability.

Conclusion and Request

The Bay Area Vipassana Center proposal, while spiritually motivated, would create a
significant environmental burden on local residents and violates both the spirit and
letter of CEQA and county regulations related to wastewater, groundwater protection, and
land use compatibility.
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I respectfully urge the Commission to:

Deny the application, or

Require a full Environmental Impact Report (EIR) with robust hydrological and

geotechnical analysis before moving forward.

Thank you for considering the concerns of affected residents who depend on this land and 
water every day. I appreciate your attention to this matter and your dedication to upholding 
Santa Clara County’s environmental standards and planning responsibilities.

Sincerely,

Jeremy Schmidt
8875 El Matador Dr. Gilroy, Ca 95020
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David Saylor
8925 El Matador Drive
Gilroy, California 95020

__________________________________________________________

County of Santa Clara
Department of Planning and Development
Attention: Lara Tran
70 W Heading Street, 7th floor, East Wing
San Jose, CA 95110

9 JUL 2025
Re: Bay Area Vipasanna Center
File No.: PLN20-003

Dear Lara Tran,

I am writing to voice several concerns over proposed construction near my home.  I live ½ mile from the 
proposed site of the Bay Area Vipasanna Center.  The well that provides 100% of my household and potable
water is located less than 100 feet downhill from the site.  I have lived here with my family since 1996.

I have the following concerns:

• Septic leach including human waste and toxic chemicals will contaminate my drinking water, as it will
be discharged into leach fields nearby and uphill from my well.

• Unmanaged or excessive runoff from the construction site and future operational accidents, parking
lots, fertilizer, etc., will contaminate the well.

• The available ground water will be shared by 150 additional people in a relatively small area.  The
well as-is can experience over-use during peak periods.  Additional pressure on the water table can
only reduce it's water output.

• Hundreds of additional people in a small area will only increase the chance of accidental fire.  My
neighborhood experiences extreme fire danger most of the year, with dry fuel, strong winds, and
steep terrain.  An ignition event will be catastrophic.

• Should a fire break out and we are required to evacuate, the routes away from the sight are ill-
equiped to handle hundreds of unfamiliarized drivers.  Traffic jams during evacuation are deadly as
we saw in the Paradise fire and others.

• Increased vehicle traffic will only add pressure to the intersection of Watsonville Road and SR152
near the proposed site.  Horrific accidents are not uncommon there.  Just last month my neighbor
was involved in an accident there that destroyed two cars, damaged a third, and him and another to
the hospital.  It is a dangerous intersection and doesn't need additional traffic.

• The site faces the possibility of being unsuccessful and converted to another purpose. How will we
know the intentions or capabilities of future owners?

Please be most diligent while compiling the upcoming Environmental Impact Report.  We are an established
community utilizing our resources wisely.  Many of my neighbors have lived here most of their lives and 
know the area well.  My concerns are shared by most of my neighbors, who I'm sure you'll be hearing from.

Respectfully,

Dave Saylor

___________________________________________________________

saylor.dave@gmail.com  •  408-763-7203
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dtsc.ca.gov 
SENT VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 

July 11, 2025 

Lara Tran 
Senior Planner 
Santa Clara County 
70 West Hedding Street 7th Floor 
San Jose, CA 95110 
lara.tran@pln.sccgov.org 

RE: NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF A DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 

FOR BAY AREA VIPASSANA CENTER PROJECT DATED JULY 09, 2025, STATE 

CLEARINGHOUSE NUMBER 2024030083 

Dear Lara Tran, 

The Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) reviewed the Notice of 

Preparation (NOP) of a Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the Bay Area 

Vipassana Center (Project). The Project is a camp and retreat center for teaching and 

practicing Vipassana meditation. The Project proposes to construct 18 structures 

totaling 53,260 square feet, demolish an accessory structure (barn), and install on-site 

improvements including a new 97,000-gallon water tank, driveway, access road, parking 

lot, new landscaping, sewage collection lines, septic tanks, effluent collection lines, 

wastewater treatment system (circulating textile filter system), pressure delivery effluent 

pipelines, pump stations, and subsurface drip irrigation. The total footprint of the Project 

would be approximately 10 acres in clusters, mostly along the eastern half of the 54.59-

acre site. Project construction would take 5 years (60 months) and would occur over five 

phases. DTSC recommends and requests consideration of the following comments: 

1. If buildings or other structures are to be demolished on any Project sites

included in the proposed Project, surveys should be conducted for the

presence of lead-based paints or products, mercury, asbestos containing
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Lara Tran 
July 11, 2025 
Page 2 

materials, and polychlorinated biphenyl caulk. Removal, demolition, and 

disposal of any of the above-mentioned chemicals should be conducted in 

compliance with California environmental regulations and policies. In addition, 

sampling near current and/or former buildings should be conducted in 

accordance with DTSC’s Preliminary Endangerment Assessment (PEA) 

Guidance Manual. 

2. All imported soil and fill material should be tested to assess any contaminants 

of concern meet screening levels as outlined in DTSC's PEA Guidance 

Manual. Additionally, DTSC advises referencing the DTSC Information 

Advisory Clean Imported Fill Material Fact Sheet if importing fill is necessary. 

To minimize the possibility of introducing contaminated soil and/or fill material, 

there should be documentation of the origins of the soil and/or fill material 

and, if applicable, sampling be conducted to ensure that the imported soil/fill 

material are suitable for the intended land use. The soil sampling should 

include analysis based on the source of the soil and/or fill and knowledge of 

prior land use. Additional information can be found by visiting DTSC’s Human 

and Ecological Risk Office (HERO) webpage. 

DTSC would like to thank you for the opportunity to comment on the NOP of a DEIR for 

the Bay Area Vipassana Center. Thank you for your assistance in protecting California’s 

people and environment from the harmful effects of toxic substances. If you have any 

questions or would like clarification on DTSC’s comments, please respond to this letter 

or via our CEQA Review email for additional guidance. 

Sincerely, 

 

Tamara Purvis 
Associate Environmental Planner 
HWMP - Permitting Division – CEQA Unit 
Department of Toxic Substances Control 
Tamara.Purvis@dtsc.ca.gov 
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdtsc.ca.gov%2Finformation-advisory-clean-imported-fill-material-fact-sheet%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ca606c77fc39142ea02f308dc90a10ca4%7C3f4ffbf4c7604c2abab8c63ef4bd2439%7C0%7C0%7C638544268590400845%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sXbrtPK5noBFhjTKPKix6CXl8qYcamGKG4yMwbQ%2BRsg%3D&reserved=0
https://dtsc.ca.gov/human-health-risk-hero/
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Lara Tran 
July 11, 2025 
Page 3 

cc: (via email) 

Governor’s Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation  
State Clearinghouse 
state.clearinghouse@lci.ca.gov 

Darcy Kremin 
Senior Principal Planner 
Environmental Science Associates (ESA) / Consulting Firm 
dkremin@esassoc.com 

Brian McNamara 
Project Manager 
Bay Area Vipassana Center 
brian.mcnamara@dhamma.org 

Dave Kereazis 
Associate Environmental Planner 
HWMP-Permitting Division – CEQA Unit 
Department of Toxic Substances Control 
Dave.Kereazis@dtsc.ca.gov 

Scott Wiley 
Associate Governmental Program Analyst  
HWMP - Permitting Division – CEQA Unit 
Department of Toxic Substances Control 
Scott.Wiley@dtsc.ca.gov 
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Department of Planning and Development
County of Santa Clara
70 W. Hedding Street | 7th Floor | East Wing
San Jose | CA  95110
Phone: (408) 299-5759
lara.tran@pln.sccgov.org

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email message and/or its attachments may contain information
that is confidential or restricted. It is intended only for the individuals named as recipients in the
message. If you are NOT an authorized recipient, you are prohibited from using, delivering,
distributing, printing, copying, or disclosing the message or content to others and must delete the
message from your computer. If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender by
return email.

-----Original Message-----
From: Richard Starks <starksrich@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Thursday, July 10, 2025 6:46 PM
To: Tran, Lara <lara.tran@pln.sccgov.org>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Vipassana Center

Hello Lara,

I live in Gilroy at 8065 El Matador Dr. 95020.   29 years at this address. 

I’m part of the Happy Acres Water company.  

Regarding the proposal of the Vipassana center has me and my neighbors very concerned. 

There are a lot of things about this proposal that has us worried. 
One is the location. It is right across the street from our water well.  So far our water company has 
been able to provide clean, drinkable water for us. 
A large facility across the street with large water needs and septic issues could definitely impact the 
quality and availability of the water we need. 

There must be environmental considerations and tests done just for the water issues alone.  The valve 
of our homes and our lifestyles hinges on the water our company provides. 

Please let us know what steps will be taken to guarantee our water will not be affected in any way. 

Thanks,

Richard Starks 
408-838-9428
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Emily Kline

From: Stephen Doyle
Sent: Tuesday, July 15, 2025 9:44 AM
To: Emily Kline; Darcy Kremin; David Beauchamp
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] PLN20-003 Bay Area Vipassana Center

FYI 

Stephen Doyle 
Planner III 

ESA | Environmental Science Associates 
408-450-7235 direct

From: Tran, Lara <lara.tran@pln.sccgov.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 15, 2025 8:09 AM 
To: Darcy Kremin <dkremin@esassoc.com>; David Beauchamp <DBeauchamp@esassoc.com>; Stephen Doyle 
<SDoyle@esassoc.com> 
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] PLN20-003 Bay Area Vipassana Center  

From: kathy funke <kffarmgirl@gmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, July 15, 2025 6:58 AM 
To: Tran, Lara <lara.tran@pln.sccgov.org> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] PLN20-003 Bay Area Vipassana Center 

Lara Tran, 
We are property owners affected by the building of the Bay Area Vipassana Center. (File 
# PLN20-003) We have lived here for over twenty years and know how fragile our 
groundwater resources can be. We live near the bottom of the hill, and on many 
occasions, our neighbor's septic field overflowed due to heavy rain and overuse.  

We urge you to carefully weigh the environmental impacts this project will have on our 
already taxed resources. We need to protect Santa Clara County and the homeowners 
already living here. My neighbors and I are extremely concerned that adding a center of 
this size will severely impact the amount and quality of the water available.  

The consequences of a project of this scope will outweigh any potential benefits. Please 
know that we are NOT in favor of this project and urge you to deny the requested 
permit. 

Kathy & David Funke 
8115 El Matador Dr, Gilroy, CA 95020 
-- 
Kathy Funke

“The wilderness holds answers to questions man has not yet learned to ask.” – Nancy Newhall 
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Emily Kline

From: Stephen Doyle
Sent: Tuesday, July 15, 2025 4:47 PM
To: Emily Kline
Cc: Darcy Kremin; David Beauchamp
Subject: Fw: [EXTERNAL] PLN20-003 BAVC Comment
Attachments: image001.png

FYI 

Stephen Doyle 
Planner III 

ESA | Environmental Science Associates 
408-450-7235 direct

From: Tran, Lara <lara.tran@pln.sccgov.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 15, 2025 3:15 PM 
To: Darcy Kremin <dkremin@esassoc.com>; David Beauchamp <DBeauchamp@esassoc.com>; Stephen 
Doyle <SDoyle@esassoc.com> 
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] PLN20-003 BAVC Comment 

LARA TRAN 
Senior Planner 

Department of Planning and Development 
County of Santa Clara 
70 W. Hedding Street | 7th Floor | East Wing
San Jose | CA  95110
Phone: (408) 299-5759
lara.tran@pln.sccgov.org

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email message and/or its attachments may contain information that is confidential or restricted. It 
is intended only for the individuals named as recipients in the message. If you are NOT an authorized recipient, you are prohibited 
from using, delivering, distributing, printing, copying, or disclosing the message or content to others and must delete the message 
from your computer. If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender by return email.

From: David Ask <redwagon350@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 15, 2025 2:44 PM 
To: Tran, Lara <lara.tran@pln.sccgov.org> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] PLN20-003 

Attention: Lara Tran
County Government Center
70 W. Hedding Street, 7th Floor, East Wing,
San Jose, CA 95110 
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NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF A DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT FOR THE BAY AREA 
VIPASSANA CENTER

Project Applicant: Bay Area Vipassana Center
File Number: PLN20-003
Application For: Use permit, Architecture and Site Approval, and Grading Approval

Ms. Tran,

I was recently emailed a notice from Santa Clara county: The County Planning Dept is preparing to do a Draft 
Environment Impact Report and is looking for comments on what the report should analyze. 

I am responding to you today with my opposition to this project and to provide my concerns. As a resident living on 
El Matador Drive, I see this project as planned causing damage to our community aquifer by either overpumping 
and/or contamination from the planned commercial wastewater system. I also am concerned regarding runoff and 
automotive fluids from the large 120 car parking lot as well as the loss of ground absorption from the 53,000 sq ft 
of combined buildings and a 100 or so yards of road/driveway, all of which would flow directly above our well. This 
well is the life blood of my home and my community.

As a neighboring resident I am also concerned with increased wildfire risk and trouble with safe evacuation in the 
event of a fast moving wildfire.

This hotel and conference center should be placed somewhere else such that local residents are not at risk of 
having their water supply contaminated.

Regards,
Dave Lawler
8900 El Matador Dr
Gilroy, CA 95020
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Stephen Douglas and Lorraine Kapwell	 July 11, 2025

8090 Solis Rancho Dr

Gilroy, CA 95020


To: County of Santa Clara

       Department of Planning and Development

       Att: Lara Tran, Senior Planner


Re: Bay Area Vipassana Center -PLN20-003	

We are concerned about the proposed mediation center located off of Redwood Retreat Rd.  
Originally is was planned as a day use retreat center with a minimal staff in residence.  It has 
since grown into a much larger complex, with dormitories for several overnight retreat 
participants and volunteers, along with extensive meeting and dinning buildings. 	
Our concern is mostly environmental: that of the water usage, sanitation/septic, storm water 
control, and added traffic.  	
The El Matador community of 80+ homes rely on water from the Happy Acres Mutual Water 
Co. well, located near the intersection of Redwood Retreat and Watsonville Roads. 	
Adding a large water usage facility could very easily limit the aquifer that we rely upon, as the 
proposed project’s well is “upstream” from ours. The extensive landscaping while is “water 
wise” will still require irrigation, using more water.  The changes we are seeing in climate may 
very well reduce our water supply in the future.	
Will the proposed septic system allow effluent into the aquifer that many others down stream 
get water from?  What happens if there is a power outage shutting down the treatment 
equipment, where will the untreated effluent be directed?	
Currently the land where the proposed project is open land, allowing storm waters to add to 
the aquifer, as well as slowing runoff into the Uvas Creek.  With the many square feet of the 
proposed buildings, walks, driveways and parking areas there will be substantial change in 
storm water runoff.  No longer will it be allowed to be absorbed by the open land, but will be 
directed untreated into Uvas Creek. 	
Traffic at the on Watsonville Road is already very busy, adding the retreat center will make the 
intersection of Redwood Retreat more dangerous. Even with posted reduced speed limits on 
Watsonville Road much of the traffic exceeds the 35mph, making those coming from 
Redwood Retreat be very cautious, accidents and close calls are already an issue.  	

Sincerely,   	
Stephen Douglas and Lorraine Kapwell	
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July 10, 2025 

County of Santa Clara Department of Planning and Development 

Attention: Lara Tran 

County Government Center 

70 W. Hedding Street, 7th Floor, East Wing , San Jose, CA 95110 

RECEIVED
JUL 14 2025 

Subject: Concerns Regarding Proposed Bay Area Vipassana Center, File Number PLN20-003 

Dear Ms. Tran, 

I am writing as a concerned resident within a two-mile radius of the proposed Bay Area 

Vjp_i:lss<:1na �entEl._r ij_nc!, its associated 97,000-gallon water tank and wastewater treatment 

system. As you probably know, homes in this rural portion of Santa Clara County are not 

connected to municipal water systems and rely solely on private wells for their drinking water, 

sanitation, and household use. This proposal puts the hundreds of homes within a mile or two 

of the proposed site at risk of well contamination or future water scarcity, which would 

significantly impact on our family's wellbeing, as well as our property values. 

The proposed resort's large-scale septic and wastewater treatment system poses a 

credible threat of contamination as septic systems in the area have been known to saturate in 

winter months. A facility serving 150 individuals continuously will contribute far more 

wastewater than a typical residential property, increasing the risk of failure or overflow­

especially during storms. Given our existing wells draw from shallow groundwater sources, this 

puts us at risk of nitrate and pathogenic contamination. 

There is also the threat to water availability, as Santa Clara County is known to have 

limited groundwater recharge capacity, particularly in non-urbanized, hilly areas. Introducing a 

commercial undertaking of this size could place excessive strain on shared groundwater supplies 

already stretched by residential use and drought conditions. Santa Clara County has put several 

permanent and drought-related water restrictions in place for residents, so allowing an already 

strained resource to be drawn from is knowingly putting existing wells at risk. How will existing 

residents be compensated should this known threat materialize into existing private wells 

providing lower yield or drying out completely? 

Should the worst happen and existing wells suffer contamination or water depletion, the 

cost and undue burden to existing homeowners would be severe. How will this be accounted for 

and whom would be liable in such an event, given the known risks? 

I'm aware Santa Clara County is doing due diligence before granting permission for the 

application. If the project is approved, we strongly urge the implementation of protections for 

existing homeowners on private wells, including a developer accountability fund with a legally 
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binding, pre-funded escrow account to cover residential well remediation, new private well 

drilling if required, and property devaluation compensation. We strongly feel that Santa Clara 

co·unty, knowing existing threats to water supply, should also guarantee that any resident 

affected by water loss or contamination will be connected to a safe water supply-at the project 

or County's expense. 

In light of known, limited groundwater resources and increasing climate stress, it is 

imperative that this project not proceed without exhaustive independent evaluation and 

enforceable protections in place. 

We ask that you act in the interest of residents and the environment and either deny the 

project as currently proposed, or place it under stringent environmental review and conditional 

approval that legally safeguards existing homeowners. 

Thank you for your attention to this vital matter. 

Respectfully, 

Gina Piccardo 

Concerned Resident and Property Owner 

Gilroy, CA 
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Steve Sando 

4515 Campisi Ct 

Gilroy CA 95020 

sandolamb@yahoo.com 

831-207-0061

Lara Tran 

Senior Planner 

County of Santa Clara 

Department of Planning and Development 

RE: PLN20-003 

RECEIVED 
JUL 14 2025 

Subject: Concerns Regarding Proposed Bay Area Vipassana Center Adjacent to Our 

Community Well 

Dear Ms. Tran, 

I'm writing as a homeowner and member of our private water company, Happy Acres, that 

serves a number of homes along El Matador, located in the hills adjacent to the site of the 

proposed retreat center development. 

I want to respectfully express concern about two important aspects of the project: the impact 

on our water quantity and quality. 

1. Aquifer Sustainability and Water Rights

The retreat center proposal includes a well that appears to tap into the same aquifer that our 

residential community depends on. As you know, aquifer drawdown can significantly affect 

water availability, especially during extended drought periods like those we've increasingly 

faced in recent years. 

My questions are: 
• Has a complete hydrogeological assessment been conducted to confirm the aquifer can

support both the existing community and the proposed center's year-round water

demand, particularly with its capacity to house up to 150 people?
• What provisions or operating conditions, if any, are in place to ensure residential use is

prioritized if water availability declines?
• Who monitors groundwater levels, and how will supply thresholds be determined to

trigger any action (such as restricting or suspending center operations)?
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The center also proposes a substantial septic and water treatment system. While well­

engineered systems can be safe, I'm concerned about the scale, soil suitability, and the long­

term risk of leaching or contamination. Our current water quality is excellent, and a reason 

people live in this area. 

Could you please clarify: 
• What studies or reviews have been done to evaluate the risk of groundwater

contamination from the proposed treatment system?
• What ongoing monitoring, above state requirements, will be required to protect

surrounding wells?
• Who pays for this expanded testing?
• In the event our water quality is degraded, what remediation and accountability

mechanisms are in place?

I appreciate your time and hope these questions can be considered as part of the 

environmental and planning review. I'm not opposed to thoughtful development, but with 

projects of this scale and location, the potential impact on shared natural resources requires 

careful scrutiny. 

Please keep me informed as the project progresses. 

Sincerely, 

2. Septic and Water Treatment Risk
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Emily Kline

From: Stephen Doyle
Sent: Friday, July 18, 2025 11:46 AM
To: Emily Kline
Cc: Darcy Kremin; David Beauchamp
Subject: Fw: [EXTERNAL] Vipassana center (PLN20-003)

Follow Up Flag: Flag for follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

FYI 

From: Tran, Lara <lara.tran@pln.sccgov.org> 
Sent: Friday, July 18, 2025 11:45 AM 
To: Darcy Kremin <dkremin@esassoc.com>; David Beauchamp <DBeauchamp@esassoc.com>; Stephen 
Doyle <SDoyle@esassoc.com> 
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] Vipassana center (PLN20-003)  

FYI for BAVC NOP 

Lara 

-----Original Message----- 
From: Richard Starks <starksrich@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Friday, July 18, 2025 11:08 AM 
To: Tran, Lara <lara.tran@pln.sccgov.org> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Vipassana center 

Hi Lara, 

Last week I wrote you regarding concerns with the proposed 53,000 square foot meditation center on 
Redwood Retreat Road. 

The concern we (79 homes) pointed out in that letter was regarding the affects this proposal might have on 
our water supply. 

Today, I would like to mention a few more concerns we have about this proposal. 

1. The impact on traffic on Watsonville Road.  This road can quickly become backed up due to the
smallest incident.  It is a two way road with no passing in both directions.  Any emergency such as fire,
accident, or flooding could bring traffic movement to a standstill.
Redwood Retreat Road only has one exit which is Watsonville Road.

2. Water runoff from the 53,000 square foot structures, septic wasters, plus all the paved parkway could
impact the water runoff going to the creek.  This creek is known for being a spawning area for steelhead.

Letter 13



2

In conclusion, we feel there are many things that need to be researched  prior to approving this type of 
large construction project.  This proposal is more than an outdoor camping retreat. 

Regards, 

Richard Starks 
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July, 21, 2025


Lara Tran

Senior Planner

Department of Planning and Development

County of Santa Clara


Dear Lara Tran,


I am writing you today to object to the proposed development of the Bay Area Vipassana 
Center near Gilroy in the unincorporated area of Santa Clara County.  File number: PLN20-003.


I have lived in my current home at 8150 El Matador Drive since 1994.  Those of us who live out 
here do so because it is zoned rural residential and other than wineries, there is no industry or 
commercial activities in the area.  My home and 79 others are part of the Happy Acres Mutual 
Water Company.  According to Zillow, the values of the homes on Happy Acres Mutual Water 
System is approximately $118 million dollars.  For more than 60 years our entire community 
has been served by a single water well.  That well is located at the corner of Redwood Retreat 
and El Matador Drive.  This is directly across the street from the proposed commercial 
development mentioned above.


A little background on my intimate knowledge with the water company.  Happy Acres Mutual 
Water Company is a state licensed mutual water company with a volunteer board of directors 
who are all home owners in the system.  I served on the board for approximately 14 years as a 
board member, vice president and president for several years.  I was instrumental in our search 
for additional water sources within the boundaries of our community in 2011.  We hired an 
engineering firm to do soundings of the various locations we had available and had the data 
analyzed by super computers to show us what water lies beneath and at what depths.  This 
doesn’t tell us about water quality however.  We pretty much found what we already knew 
based on historical data that it is very scarce.  


Before we even tested however we needed to find suitable locations.  We first needed to 
convince home owners to allow us to put a well on their property if we found water.  Very few 
were willing.  For those that agreed, we needed to keep the potential well locations at least 100 
feet away from any septic lines or tanks.  Even though our properties are at least one acre in 
size, this is very difficult to do.  We also need it to be feasible to tie into our system. Our 
options were very limited.


In 2014, after all of the paper work, permits and easements with the homeowner were in place,  
we drilled our well based on the best available location from the tests.  The well is 700 feet 
deep.  It produces a poultry 30 - 35 gallons per minute.  It has a heavy sulfur smell that will 
require extensive treatment before the state of California will allow us to put it into our system.  
As of this writing that well is still not online.  The water company owns two additional wells that 
either have very little output (15 GPM) or require extensive treatment.  Neither of them are 
viable alternatives and neither are connected to the system.


The well at the corner of Redwood Retreat and El Matador Drive is our only source of water for 
80 homes.  It provides 105 gallons per minute of clean, clear water that requires no treatment 
other than the addition of choline as required by the state.  It is a shallow well by today’s 
standards.  It is only 100 feet deep.  The water level in the well is typically around only 30 feet 
below the surface.  As you can imagine it would be VERY easy for a well this shallow to be 
contaminated by nearby septic systems and surface runoff during storms.  There is only one 
residential septic system near the well and it is almost 200 feet away.  That system handles 
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only two people consequently the output is extremely low.  The proposed meditation center’s 
septic system would need to handle about 150 people’s waste per day and it is only across the 
street.  This is right above our aquifer.  You can see our concerns.  We have been very 
protective of this well and for good reason.


In the past few years there have been two proposed commercial construction projects very 
near our well.  One was just across Watsonville Road in what has always been farmland.  In 
2008 a rock quarry was proposed and it met with such public outcry that it didn’t develop.  As I 
write this letter there are literally tens of thousands of sunflower growing there.  This is why we 
live out here.  Remember these are ancient Indian tribal lands and Gilroy’s first settlers, were 
the Amah Mutsun Tribal Band and the proposed site was their land.


https://gilroydispatch.com/opposition-quells-quarry-plans/


In 2016, PG&E proposed a substation on the very parcel that the proposed Meditation Center 
would be located.  There were public meetings and they were very loud events as none of the 
local residents wanted this type of industrial presence in our pristine country setting and our 
wine trail.  I was able to address the representatives from PG&E during that meeting and briefly 
told them what I wrote above about our concerns over our well.  After the meeting they asked 
that we get together and talk more in depth about our concerns.  Three people from PG&E 
came to a board meeting of the water company and we were able to give them some more in 
depth specifics about our concerns as it pertained to our sole water supply.  Keep in mind that 
although our concerns revolve around water, as residents we also didn’t want that type of 
commercial operation marring our beautiful environment.


https://morganhilltimes.com/guest-view-substation-site-would-impact-rural-area/


https://www.nbcbayarea.com/news/local/proposed-site-for-new-pge-power-plant-concerns-
nearby-gilroy-residents/2011815/


We are also very concerned about the additional traffic in the area.  We live in a high risk 
wildfire area and we are all aware of the few roads that lead out.  Redwood Retreat Road is of 
particular concern since it is very narrow and is several miles long.  If there were a fire that 
required evacuation, homeowners will be trying to evacuate their horses and other animals 
down this very narrow road.  That would all come to a head at the meditation center as 150 
people would be fleeing.  All while Cal Fire would be heading in.  Gridlock.


Just as with the proposed quarry and substation, there is steelhead in the waters of Uvas 
Creek and Little Arthur Creek and they are protected.  I am no expert on these matters but they 
need to be considered.


In summary, this proposed commercial operation is simply the wrong idea in the wrong place.  
There will be NO benefit to the community and to all of us who live here.  It will permanently 
change all of our lives.  I ask that you vote to NO on this development.


Sincerely,


Kevin Corcoran

8150 El Matador Drive

Gilroy, CA  95020

408.623.8574

kevinmjcorcoran@gmail.com
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July 21, 2025 

Ms. Lara Tran 
Santa Clara Department of Planning & Development 
70 W. Hedding Street 
Jt-h Floor, East Wing 
SanJose,CA 95110 

Dear Ms. Tran, 

PLANNING DIVISION 

I am writing to voice my opposition to the Bay Area Vipasssana Center, File Number PLN20-003. 
As a resident in the area of the future development, I have three main objections: 

1. The Center is just up the hill from the well that supplies water to 90+ homes in the El
Matador area (Happy Acres Water Co.). The well manages to supply water to the
current 90+ homes but who know what will occur with the addition of a Center
containing 53,260 square feet of building with a 97,000 gallon water tank. The
development is far to large and could possibly leave the current members of Happy
Acres Water Company with a shortage of water.

2. There are no city services in this rural area including sewer lines. The sewage created by
a project of this size with be dispersed through a septic system with leach fields. It is
quite possible that the septic lines will eventually contaminate the current aquifer that
supplies water to the Happy Acres Water Company.

3. The residents of El Matador and Redwood Retreat Road moved to this area to enjoy its
rural nature. The last thing we desire is a commercial development with a definite
increase in traffic and noise.

I urge you to deny the building of this project. It just does not fit in this rural residential area. 
There are areas further back in the mountains, without nearby neighbors which would suit the 
project better. 

?�� � 
Robert M. Wagner :-,, 
8991 El Matador Dr. 
Gilroy, CA 95020 
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January 24, 2025 

To: Lara Tran, Senior Planner and Robert Salisbury, Principal Planner, County of Santa Clara 
Department of Planning and Development 

Subject: Bay Area Vipissana Center (File number PLN20-003) 

From: Raul Tovar, 8035 El Matador Dr., Gilroy, CA 95020 

Ms. Tran and Mr. Salisbury, thank you registering my objection to this project. Earlier this 
month, like my next door neighbor Byron Jones, I received the "Notice of Pereparation of a draft 
Environmental Impact Report for the Bay Area Vipassana Center." Byron Jones shared with me 
the objection response he mailed to you on July 21, 2025. Like him, I also object to this 
proposed recreational resort development for the reasons cited in his response letter. Count me 
in as well as

�

orm objecting to the intention of Vipissana and the County of Santa Clara to 
proceed wit

, 3/ �
Signed, C'�L-- � 

Raul Tovar, phone# 408-480-3211 

PLANNING DIVISION 
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July 11, 2025 

To: Lara Tran, Senior Planner and Robert Salisbury, Principal Planner, County of Santa Clara 

Department of Planning and Development 

Subject: Bay Area Vipissana Center (File number PLN20-003) 

From: Byron Jones, 8015 El Matador Dr., Gilroy, CA 95020 

Ms. Tran and Mr. Salisbury, thank you for taking the time to consider my objection to the 

Vipissana project. After first learning of the project in September, 2021, I emailed my reasoned 

objection to the Planning Department (valerie.nea:rete@pln.sccgov.org). I have included a copy 

of the email in the envelope with this letter. 

In the email I cited the extreme incongruity of approving construction of a luxery resort designed 

to serve up to 150 people on a parcel zoned "Hillside," a zoning designation with a stated 

purpose of"preserving mountainous lands unplanned or unsited for urban development," 

(section 2.20.010, Santa Clara County Zoning Ordinance). The scale and scope of this Vipissana 

resort directly contradicts the letter and spirit of the Ordinance. I am challenged to believe that 

any consideration of a resort project like this did not involve unfair practices, since by it's very 

design and purpose it exceeds the description of any use found in the ordinance. 

As a 30 year resident of my modest 1 acre residence on the comer of El Matador Dr. and Hwy 

152, I am completely reliant on the water that I purchase from Happy Acres Mutual Water Co. 

from a well located next to this proposed resort. Clean abundant water is not common in this 

section of the Santa Cruz Mountains. The Water Co. has reliably supplied water to my property 

and others on the system since it was formed over 50 years ago. Like the the dozens of others 

reliant on this well we bought houses knowing development of our properties is limited by 

resources and county zoning regulations consistent with existing on well water and septic waste 

disposal systems; in short, rural living. The impact Vipisanna would have on my water supply is 

entirely predictable. The future available ground water, after Vipisanna takes the hundreds of 

thousands of gallons of water it will need from the same area, will in all likelihood lead to 

shortages which will impact those ofus who depend on that water to live, not for recreational 

resort living. We did not buy our properties thinking we could tum around, change the zoning, 

and construct some high density type use to suit our purposes and generate wealth. Most of us 

practice dry scape landscaping knowing the ground water supplies are not to be taken for 

granted. 

As part ofmy objection detailed in the September 28, 2021 email to Valerie Negrete, I revealed 

that I am a retired Warden from the California Department of Fish and Wildlife. Knowlegable of 

the Lake and Streambed Alteration Agreement process (L.S.A.A.), I called attention to the fact 

that this resort project had not been subject to either an L.S.A. Agreement or the Environmental 

Impact Report process. Somehow, the applicants are now being required to follow CEQA. Yet, 

in the letter there is no mention of the project addressing the problem that this Vipisanna resort 
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will be operating a "waste water treatment system" next to the shallow depth Happy Acres Water 

System' well (less than 100 foot depth) and a short distance from the high water mark of Little 

Arthur Creek, a known salmonid / Steelhead (listed threatened or endangered both Federally and 

by the State) bearing streambed, tributary to the Pajaro River. Although your notice specifies the 

participation of the Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board with respect to the 

wastewater treatment system, it continues to omit notification and involvement of my former 

agency, California Department of Fish and Wildlife, upon whom, in my past experience, it would 

be necessary to involve in order to receive approval through the L.S.A.A. process described in 

section 1600 of the Fish and Game Code. 

Finally, it is almost certain and predictable that contamination from the Vipissana resort's sewage 

system, both to the ground water supply upon which I and hundreds of other residents depend, 

and Little Arthur Creek, viable Steelhead fish habitat, will result from the operation of a sewage 

system of this scale in this location. At no time and nowhere in my experience have I ever heard 

of a resort complex of this magnitude, proposed to operate without access to municipal water and 

sewage service, being seriously considered, let alone approved. Whatever transpired in the past 

to enable the entrepreneurs of this Vipissana business to come this close to build and operate I 

hope will be reconsidered and the rights of myself and others reliant on the Happy Acres Water 

System will prevail. 
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ID) rn ©[§aw[§ m\ 
lffi JUL 2 5 2025 l0 

PLANNING DIVISION

To Santa Clara County Department of Planning and Development 
Attention Lara Tran 

Subject: Opposition to Proposed Meditation Center Development 

Reference: PLN20-003, Bay Area Vipassana Center (BAVC) 
9201 El Matador Drive (APN: 756-30-024) 

Dear Ms. Tran and County Planning and Development Staff; 

I am a homeowner residing on El Matador Drive, having purchased my 

permanent residence in unincorporated Santa Clara County, immediately 

outside Gilroy, CA. My home, along with those of my neighbors, is situated in 

the direct vicinity of the proposed BAVC project, which is less than 3,000 

feet from my property line. After reviewing the project's planning documents 

located on the Department of Planning and Development's website 

(https://plandev.santaclaracounty.gov/services/planninq-services/projects/c 

urrent-planning-projects/current-projects-gilroy). I am opposed to the 

project due to significant concerns regarding its impact on the environment, 

the natural resources reliant on Little Arthur Creek and the surrounding 

area, and local residents who depend on the availability of hydrological and 

water resources. 

Google Maps image showing the area of proposed BAVC project in relation to neighbors 

living on El Matador Dr. 
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;I.n your Noti�e o{Preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Reported for 
the:Bay:R.f�?/.,Jl/passana Center, dated 26 Jun 2025, you welcomed public 
input regarding the scope and content of the Draft Environmental Impact 
Report for which I submit the following: 

1. Water Availability and Use. I worry given the effects of climate change
as well as having increased sources of groundwater use to support the
landscape, visitors and staff projected for the project. Based on the
location of our community's well in relation to the project, the water
draw and usage could lead to a substantial depletion of our shared
water supply particularly in drier seasons as well as times of drought.
This could result in diminished well yields, reduced water pressure,
and potentially compromise the long-term sustainability of our drinking
water.

2. Wildlife Habitat. South County is home to a diverse wildlife population,
where I have seen and enjoyed the various bird species, deer, foxes,
badgers, and squirrels. The county should consider the potential
impact this project has on reduced water levels and habitat on these
populations.

I appreciate you and your staff's time, serving as lead agency for the Draft 
Environmental Impact Report. I look forward to your work product and hope 
my concerns about the project are addressed in the report. 

Sincerely, 

Cherie Somavia 
9007 El Matador Drive 
Gilroy, CA 95020 
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From: Vonia Haselhofer <vhaselhofer@gmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, July 27, 2025 6:27 PM
To: Tran, Lara <lara.tran@pln.sccgov.org>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] File PLN20-003, Bay Area Vipassana Center

Re:  File PLN20-003, Bay Area Vipassana Center

To:  County of Santa Clara Department of Planning and Development
 Attention:  Lara Tran

I’m writing to express my concerns about the construction of the Bay Area Vipassana 
Center on El Matador Drive.  A project of this size will have many impacts to this area 
and its current residents.  Among those are:

(1) Limited water supply during droughts.  It is not unusual for the water supply to run
low or dry up during times of drought with the current users.  Adding such a large
number of users for a business purpose may lead to issues even during “good” years.

(2) A septic system of this size has a serious chance of contaminating the water table,
affecting residents far beyond the localized area of construction.

(3) During heavy commute times, Watsonville Road can be backed up for more than
a mile.  Adding another 150 users would make this situation worse.

(4) There are potential safety issues in a fire situation due to the limited access in this
area.  It would be very easy for a fire to block off Watsonville Road and trap the users
of this location.

I hope Santa Clara County will fully evaluate the risks of such a large project and 
understand the potential long-term effects that this development could have on the 
environment and existing residents.

Sincerely,

Vonia Haselhofer

Letter 18



Letter 19



The plan states that development will be concentrated on the lower 1 O acres of the subject 

parcel. 18 structures totaling 53,000+ square feet with a parking lot for 95 vehicle.a plus 

other necessary auxiliary structures cannot, in any way, be described as "low density" and 

"low intensity". 

Regarding the potential effects and environmental impacts of the project: 

You stated in your letter that only "FOUR" letters in opposition to the project were 

received, you failed to note that the letter of opposition from the "Happy Acres" residential 

community represents 70+ residents that stretch from El Matador to Watsonville Rd. over El 

Matador to Hecker Pass Hwy. 

The well that provides water to these residences is just across the driveway at the 

south tip of the subject parcel. 

The project poses serious water availability concerns for the area residents since 

the project parcel well is just north across the driveway on the southeastern tip of the 

subject parcel. There are also nearby parcels with residential and agricultural wells. 

The project proposes to install a 97,000 gallon water tank. Where will the water to fill 

and keep that tank filled come from? 

In a dry or somewhat dry rainfall year, the underground water availability could be 

greatly lacking. 

In your letter, you also failed to note that the north-east corner of the parcel, 

downhill from the structures, etc. is less than 100 feet from the Little Arthur Creek. There is 

significant run off from the parcel project and a large drainage pipe that drains .d.lI.ectly into 

the creek. 

The entire subject parcel is uphill from the properties east of it and sewage and 

rainfall run off will go into those properties and into the Little Arthur Creek and Uvas Creeks 

where they meet at the Watsonville Road bridge. 

Both the Little Arthur and Uvas Creeks are very important to native habitat as 

spawning stream for native steelhead trout and many other aquatic species, such as 

turtles, frogs, crawfish, lamprey eels, various fish, and others. 

The native habitat includes deer, turkeys, bobcats, coyotes, foxes, raccoons, 
Sl<.Unl<.::s, rabblt3, mcny opavie.:, gf birds, snakes, s9uirrels, plus dozens of varieties of bugs 
and butterflies. Most of these native species come down to access water in the creek and 
to graze, hunt, and/or nest. 

2 

Letter 19



Regarding the traffic impact: 

A detailed and comprehensive traffic study must be required to verify the current 

and potential impact of the project. 

Watsonville Road is now a major commute and scenic route for people living in the 

immediate area, Watsonville, Gilroy, and other points south, north and west. 

On many days each month, southbound traffic on Watsonville Road is backed up 

from Hecker Pass to Pharmer Road, and sometimes to Redwood Retreat. I personally have 

seen traffic backed up southbound north across the bridge over Uvas Creek to the County 

Park. 

Regarding the grading of the parcel: 

The topography of the proposed area to be developed would require extensi� 

grading to prepare it for structures, landscape, and a parking lot. The parcel is a sloping 

area with few flat areas. How much of the surface would be disturbed? 

One more item pertaining to lighting of the area, interior and exterior. The density of 

the proposal development and exterior lighting will be extensive. I envision that the glow 

from such lighting would surely be seen in a wide area and would impact nearby homes 

and residents, particularly those who are even slightly elevated near the sight. 

In conclusion, I feel I have identified many serious potential negatives raised by the 

proposed Vipassana Center project. I cannot think of anything about the project that would 

enhance or beautify the neighborhood or benefit the residents. 

For the above reasons, my suggestion for mitigation is to deny the permit and 

allow the Vipassana Center to pursue an alternate location that will not negatively impact 

the area surrounding it in so many ways and that will be, instead, a welcome asset. 

Very truly yours, 

Kay Sullivan 

Resident of Redwood Retreat Road 
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Happy Acres Mutual Water Company 
P.O. Box 1998 
Gilroy, CA  95020 
 
July 28, 2025 
 
County of Santa Clara Department of Planning and Development 
Attention:  Lara Tran 
County Government Center 
70 W.  Hedding Street, 7th Floor, East Wing, San Jose, CA  95110 
Email:  lara.tran@pln.sccgov.org 
 
RE:  Response to NOTICE OF A DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT RPORT FOR THE BAY AREA 
VIPASSANA CENTER 
File Number:  PLN20-003 
 
Dear Ms. Tran, 
 
Happy Acres Mutual Water Company is writing this letter in response to the Notice of Draft EIR 
referenced above.  As we have expressed in numerous correspondence over the past few years we are 
extremely concerned about the potential environmental impact of the proposed project on the 
environmentally sensitive Hillside-zoned parcel of land. 
 
As a minimum we request that the EIR address all of the topics cited in the enclosed letter from our 
attorney to Valerie Negrete dated April 5, 2024.  Our attorney has cited many serious concerns any one 
of which could have catastrophic consequences to Happy Acres ability to provide water to the 79 homes 
we serve in southern Santa Clara County.  The proposed project is a few feet away from our only active 
water well (see parcel map on page 2).  Finding sufficient quantities of quality water is extremely 
difficult in this area. 
 
Please let me know if you have any questions. 
 
Best regards, 
Dave Caserza 
President, Happy Acres Mutual Water Company 
Cell: 408-691-9919 
davecaserza@gmail.com 
 
cc: Robert Salisbury 
Principal Planner 
robert.salisbury@pln.sccgov.org 
 
cc: Santa Clara County Planning Commission 
Planning.commission@pln.sccgov.org 
 
cc: District 1 Staff 
district1@bos.scc.gov.org 
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to: hydrology a.md ale.- quality. grol.11Rrno'atcr supply. wiild6� ri.sklsai�ty" and bia1o_gic-..n.1 
irnpacis, .n.mon,s otb.ers_ Beca.115e the Prnji:,cit h3i5 the potential 1D TC"sult �n s.ignifica111.:t 
imp.11Cls, the County is reqoimcl to prepaE«=" an E [ R bdm-c it. may .approve tb-c Prnjo:t 
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H. Th Proj«t'5; Hase.tin IEnviSTonm(.intal Set� is l ncolTI!d and �naaequate., 

Thie MND rad!! to describe k Pmj� �uin.g as r�uu� by CEQA aflld thr: EQA 
Guiddiru:s.. A.m iemit"caJ11."CJ1tru dac-1.1111:mf �mu:st in Ludc a description of the phy foal 
�nvironm�rai conditiolils. m the vidruty of the projc-� as they exist at � time the ooliee­
af' µrep,arn,tioa 15' publlstioi Of" i: r Bl nt'IU� or pt'qlfl1111HDD i net pL!bli.she� at ihe tlLru!! 
c-1;1viJ',on�11tal nnal)·.i:iis i!I. commalC� fmm b□m a loeal midi reg,ion11I. p��th1e . .., 
CEQA Ouidcl1□e!i o I j 125(.a�. Tbis d_escriptmn of the cmrironmrntal sctiiins ccnsli� 
the baselim:: phly.sic.al oondirians by wbtdl a ic:ad itgrnc-)• dcteTID.inc-s rt.be si,grufiamoc- of an 
rmpa._cL la. ".Kna,..,,·lc:dg� □f the l"f".gi□na.1 5ettms ·is critical to tbc: a.'i.SCS51mt:nl □11 
,c-□vironmc-ntaJ impacts.'' CEQA Guaddi� �· 1 S 1 2.S(c t Wi.tboot !Web an 1.mdttsm.ndtng. 
an impacts. a1.1alysis m proposed rniupticn b�c□mcs rru:amn,gle:ss. 

As SJil. iruria.1 mattrr. the )1/[ • D insc.c"urattly cbsrerteri2l:s. the basclmc ccndi-tloO!i of 
tine 'lW.ler ti.upply l.sncli,cape m the San-m Cl911U Val tcy Uasas s.ubbasi:m imd the availsbilit}' 
of"'3tc-r in the 5ubbasin lo ihc Project !Mica. Sur6icc a.rid ,grount1 \val.er S.1!1Jlp1 ics 9J� □ot as 
readily 21 aifab1c to the Project are:a 35 tbe M D d� rnbcs., whtcll i:n turn :resulis in 1he 
amdys.is: !!!nd conelusfon..ll ot rthe 11· •1 D rclatc-rl to 'Walc:r s1.1pply as, be-ins; macc-11�. The 
.K.emrnan Leiter {Exhibit AJ d.escribes hDW tbr: potentm.1 impacls. (:rom mml :mm.isl P:rnjcc.r 
pumpjn.g en hydrology resourees 1s mfa.chan.denzed in •he tlND by comparm, ilic 
Proj�l v,,'D,'l:a :pumping '\'o1UJli:tes ID the cumu1atn•c: :pump�n,s rnm lhr:· e:ntirc LI� 
Sub-basin.. By U&ing tliis oompmi!mn. proje£l groundwak'T dern3Llds MC qaarwfic:d as 
bdas equlll lo or .C'.S!I tbaa Oi.D2% o( the- 11ive-nis� BmOIIJ1t oi p1.mdwat.c:r pmnped in the 
L� Subhasin. St!_.e_ MND at 4H. Hm,-re"ll'Cf' m_i_s misleading comp3Fisa□ '!iU�sis tbal eU 
of tbc- wate,r ia the . ubbasin m:!y Ix: 11vB1d'abfc as. a SOI.JJ"IX' fur the projcr:t and th.al o□l_ 
tU}2% of the aqui fer \'olmnc would be used by the :projeci.. 7Jl:Lis q:L11anlificali□n of 
potentl.a J, !Project imp:rea; is; l'l'C[ \iBI id .BS lhe grm.mdwate:r o.quiieir llnderlyins me PmjC'ct l!i 
l!lffl in :illfttcfe'nt hydranlk 001:lllCCU[tm Wllh the mmn Ll.agas 'Subb..,sin_ Grol1Jld"1ii'11.tcr 
a,'Bil.n.blc lo lhc Pmjrct s:hc 15 resbickd lo a much �al la- an:•,g., as e>..:Jllaimed in detail in 
the Kiurnnan Report,. Bild so tbC"refure the oornparauve :pc-rccn.la,:ri: of grounch,¥mer mocdrd 
foir lfl� Pmjc-ct ig. mlllCh '.h�hcr- and the: n:-ktivc 'impact to fk su'bbssfo increasc-d_ Tb1: 
'lND rads ID pro idc an eccuralc dc::scriiption aitbis loc:w groucd'WlltC"r cnvi.rammmta1 

!letting. 

Furlh�r� .. the: M •1 D tma1ysis and coodt1sions. re]y mn pan on the Am�d:icdi 
Wru:a Supply Assf!!\!mlmt \VS. report oomp1�tro lby Mobr .HydroGooSC":ientt 
Doce-mlxr 1 6, 10_ 1 ). Tb.fa. report, ho� rontains. M waocurate �a::mtifii:JJ.tio□ o 

b:ist:linc hydroklgic ,oondni□m I.bat leads ta, an imrcrnraJC" com::::lusion du:it tl� w�te_r 
!iupply swileh'le to the- Projc"cE site will be suffidl!'rnt. The: Amended \VS. reporti:i that tliie 
131.Q;.rc:s.1. sourc� orrorJiu,ge- Lo ground \li.".at•e r • □llli'CCS is 920 ac_re f«f per year {A.FY} rrnrn 
UVBl!I (.rll:dc Hydrnlogrst: Gn.1J Kamman dcarrly iicscribi::s. how lb is r�arge c-stimaJ.c is 
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grnssJy ov�mstimatcd basscd Olil dam ROlII pcroolatiom. tests. that. :!liliiow minimal !i1:rea:m 
las.scs ID gmmid WBIU!r :recharge :and tluit,, i□ Rillmty anly I O �  A.FY o( r,echarge from U� 

lied. j5, .awilablc- lo the Joca3 aquifer undc-Tlyms k BA vc :s,ite. By ovi:rrstimating tbe 
availiihlc grnunch\ ter rupply m the BA V site-. lh-c MND :l:ms mot e,ocuralcly 
C'b3£3ctm�ed thii: b�dine b.� drnloipc cooditio□ amd bl!s. not adleq11:!tdy �Blluatcd 
pore-atinl ad.vcrsii: impsd5 from project pump1ng. Stt Kamman Report �t. J_ 

Jn addition ID lhes!! flaws. rclated to w.akr mppl)'. IM" 1ND•s de:s�ription D 1hr, 
baseline oouditio□:;, relei.'11:nt. rto WJ1!:hwc=s and lire risk is mad.equate. ·wi kJfjn:: com.ii tforu in 
the S.111:tc arc chanS,1ng. Ca1Jifarnia is expe.T:ii::□r:ing reoord-hisb lcmipi:-ratrm::s: s.umJJltfS arc 
:!.S dt:�c-s warmB' than Ibey wmi:: !ie1t0�ral deca.cks sso, and they .:rri::- l ikdy to .ge:t � 
bottn-. Set! Exbjhit C, S.r1sanmc Rust rt :cl., Hm dimo.Je c/Jaage l Jutdmg 1'l!'c,tJrd-bl't?Okin.� 
CaliJornia wildfln.¥, heat o:nd .imns, :Las Aagdcs. Times ( .,ep. 1 3� 1020). Th� hisfl 
tc:mp,cmmrc:s; liCffl.OVe ·moi tare :6-o:m plemJs and soils. ii.ncn:BsiT11g. fire d:mge..- :and ndrun,g 
c-omb□subl.c- fuc-1 ro the- m □dscape. Id � "!iel! also Exhibit D .. Anac Mulkern. Fm l-Movmg 
C.alifc,rnia Wildfires Btro.�ti.7tl b_ 1 C'iimale Clumge. Sdi:_utific .�e.rkat'l. Ang. 24. 21F_fl) 
(&fHotter L�rnpcmtuJH., kss di!fX=ndDibfo· ipri=dp1mllion and s□owpad, lha:t mdts. soo□cr 1�m 
to drier .so:iJJ i:md! par tiled. vegci3tianr"' at'.cordi.n,g to UCLA c l imntie- sdenti!it D.anitl S\v111in). 
A4=cmdin to QIIFh1:. U!JC' 2010 w1ld6re season bum�d Q,Vff 42 m11Hion oct'fl----0\.'� 4% 
of'tb:= State-1_11 n�y 10.000 mnC!idcn[5� J3 people: died� and over � o.□00 strurtlll'CS w� 
damaged end dl:!5troyecl Set! Edtibit E. 2020 Wild.f"m'.! Acri ity Smti!.tics,. CaLFirc. The 
years; 2(LO :and 102.1 collcct.ivd_ brought nim:: Dtlh.:t- �O IB�l wildfif'C'5 in Cmli fomia· !i 
bism:ry. See u.lubj1 F. 

Frequem wildrillCSl elso GalJ. &tlo ...... • COill'l.'l:rsion or burned lta.'brtm lo Jl□1H11Sliivc: 

phm3. Ihm. Imm ma� �ity. rurtbe.- �ims \l'lldf11r11: liiisk or afl:mcd DCaS. See 
E.x:hihit O. liffmy YllJl, rt a.l.. Ccnt�r foT Biolog&cal DiYtt!rlty. BYilt to B11m: Cali fm1ia ·.1 

Wr_/'dlaml!i Dei-eln:pmi!"t'i A1't! Playing Witl1 Fi1-e {Fl:'b. 202 1 ), Jl- 4. This report further 
statc-s 'lfuJt .., • lmast all .oo�rnpoli.ary M ldtlres i□ CB1Jif'amiA. 95-'9 71.1 • att cau.i;l!d by 
hnmaa .sources :such 9!S JJOW'i=r Hncs., C'8I" s;pada; and elecbical �uipme□t. 81.uldfog □cw 
deve,1opmeni'i mn high]y lire-prone !\?li ldla:md:s inE'Tf'Mi:s amiatent1-o:nal ignillio.n..li and pl:.aDe-B 

more people m darl!l!I'-... 

A:s a result of' these inarc:urati!' baseline: cb:uacteri.zatiom, it is mo• pos5.ibl:t tai 
al."CUJ"l!tdy di=ti:mninc ihe full soo� or cmnt of th� physu�.al rimpaet!i lhe.t would rcsull 
fmm the PrnJ�ct. 'i.\'ru�h vfolBJes. C EQA. Tru:- M N:D's inaccurate �ripifon of ah-e 
ProjC"Cl s �m'"iiranmC'nf311 �tung rra.'i'trate:s tbc- c□r:e golds of ('EQA: ID p:rovtde a ,�ck 
for intelligent pub-l tc parrlcipatioo snd to provide .an eideq L!latc e111vimnmc:□11d bnpact 
1matysis... Se-e Cmmty qt· hlJIO r.i. Cl�1 of l..os 11geJes. 1 977 t 1 � C11I.App..ld I S.j, ] 9 _ 
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U1. Tb MND.':s n:aly H of� and tit[J;a.tio11 For the P.Foj d I ll:m·�onmtental 
l mpai:ts are L �y I oad�qDcate ... 

The i=:,•aJustian o III pm� project" s e:r:nriromm:inml impacts iji I.ht care purpose= 
,of'an HR. St¥ C'EQA Gmddincs S I "" ] 26.2(e) t l!iAn EIR. !ihBlll :idlc-mt1fy and rocm OD the: 
-s:i nifii::nnt c-n\,jronme_nml elK.'Ct.5 o the propos.cdl p:roj�f')_ As e�latnro below. th� 
MND fail,; to adeql.liStdy amd)"ZC the- Project's. nun1erous. caviro:orne□ta'.l impacL'i, 
iaducfo.Jg those atle�tins: biologicsl FeSOl.ll'CCS., :ater supply nnd �llkr qu111lit)f. :and 
, i ldfire � ri:ty irnpscl,;,. In dns w:ii.y, the M. D iai Is lo a,erura1dy disc lose ii.he .:xlcnt snd 
:sr=verity .c lhc ProjC"Ct"s. broad-rangi□s :i�:tms. wbfoh violnt� CEQA"'.s rcqm(['(:m-ertt lhiJl 
c-nvimnm�ml rc,.iiew mcompass. all of� arth·ity 111llowi:-d lby tb.c proposed Project t11□d 
all o.r the impact,; that. :1n::t1 ity gc-:ra�rnks. The Coo:mty must ansl},�.z� Ill� of lhc assre:s.atcd 
nnpacli, of an foresccab1c: dc-velapm0tt. 1mdt:r ooirn=ct b!IL�llinc c-Ollditions and bry 
,e□mpleti:og tborou,8.h ss�'imemt.s. Without I.his snaly.!'li!l, 'the: c:avm!Jia.mcnlll'.I review will 
l!"CIIUl1n im:01:aplde: and lhc: Project e..il.Tl□o't im.,,.ful Ly be ;appro\rcd. 

.Bdow, v..-e di."«'.LlliS se11,rc-ml. examples. o rmpact � wi•h pnrttrulerir dclid.enci-cs 
Dind �ribc haw the NIJ D rails 10 provide the ie_gOJLLy rnquirnd an:tlysis of Prajc-ct 
nnpaci.s.. Th1JS 1ltc- County mus.t rei,.isc- the en ili!lmmental am�fy�s: lo scooralely dfa:.c�os;e 
the impacts a f lhc IILElXlmum actrvitic.ci w lo-wed by the ProjiecL To c-□.'illl'C 'tbst lbolh 
d_ccision makc-:rs and i.hc- p11bln:1 hin·c- ruicquatc: .infomt0000 to co□s.ider Mic re-tlcct'i of" thc 
propo..i;e� Proj� and ta, C'Dmply "1.�tb CEQA ":5 r.:qLrlrcrnt::al.li the- Conmty must �ps� an 
EIR tb21t pm�lily di:scribes the Pmject. 1malyze'jj its jmp� a□d consid_e:rs mc:.ani□gfu1 
mi1jgitllon mc:B1S1J11tS that w□uJd help amdiorn� th� m1p:it$.. 

The 1 • D FaiJs: la · &quat ly ... -\.rullp. me Pifnj!N!!l:151 l.m:pactsi an 
G.--.oondM-ate'r S1.c,pptm1 .. 

CE.QA requires thsl an .El'R present dec1sicm ma.kc-rs: ""'iJ ith ullkdcEJl fB.cL,; to 
,cV:!luste lhr- pros lllld coo o-f mpplyi□s: the amount of'\1ir'alrr thnl lhe: lproj�ll •.vdl 111ecd. ... 
Vineyard .An?a C"itbens �r R�. p:m.r;ible (;i'l<oR-1:IJ, J,u::. I.'. c;�, o "R.rJTJ.cho- ("''{)AffJ'Vt:I, 40 
CBI.4th 4 12� -U0-3 1 t-ODT). This. ill!C]WJ!rs itkl'lrlfyi□g and SNLlyzmg 'i7ti'Rltt' suppl� ttw 
...,benr Iii Hl-tliho□dl of actuOJlf_)r· rpro\'1DS .available-: speculative somrces. sad 1mreab�li1.1 
,allot'ations fpaper :atcr' )  :are m1L�c1c-□1 :ba'ics for ,dei=:ismn makill8 uadct- CEQA...., 1d. 
a.£ 432. 

� u lllimaic quesrlm1 und_er CEQA 1s whetmcli th, �vironmcnml d□�tmlc-nt 
adcqu.aldy ad�s� the �mbly fo�c,able im-paD13 cf supp1ying werttr to tbc 
Prrojcct. I f  the W1I c.Ttaii□lii� irahcre;111 in lons--tr:rm land U5.C' Dlild water- pla□ni mri make a: 
impcs!iiblr tD t'□n dently 1d�llify th� rr't:ure 1WR1':r SOW"l."CS., aa. ElR m3y gatisfy CEQA i 
it adu1owli:dges. tme dt::i::m,c· o uncernunty m,'lllvcd.. discu� the n=asonsWy foresecsbk· 
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ailremalivc:i----mciudi□s :i:JJt;rnativc 'l.'!.'llltr:r -sol!IC�s and tine option Di" cwtailiag the 
d-:1,rc-fopmeal it' :qd:nc:i�l "-'Btr:li is. □ot B"llDJlab1c or fat« pbasc5-mld dli.:sdosc-s the: 
siigniticaal ron:seecsblc fflVlrollDtmt:a l cftoc131 of ca-ch s.1tcrnativc., as wdl a:s mirigat an 
l!DC11!SUJ� to minimiu each adveTI.-: impact Id. !!1: 434,_ This :J11.alys1s is cruc11J1I fo lighl o 
tbc drought that b3iS gripped trus ··mt� tbr thu� pm s.cYffllll JC815. Tb'.is. M D"s anwlysis of 
impacas to �vatcr �pply f.e.i!� to mo-=, CEQA ·:s 5tandards. 

The M ND im::lu� two irnpcirmnt qucsli011s im the: Hyi.tmlnro· �on: l 'Wmdd 
tbr!· Project -substauriall)t .tkcrea:sc 8,fOUI!dw·.a1cr :iUppl i.cs or mter ere .subsumtial ly with 
grotmdwBitfi liCchar.ge &11cb tb:it tbc- pmje,zt may impede s;ustarruihk grnundwe1tn 
t1mma�m.'Cftt oftbc basin: acdl P- Would the: pmjcel corn._ fli,ct. willi or obs:trucl 
amplcmenmtiom D'. a 'w·a.tcr qmdiry t"antrul plm or sllil:am:lble; ground\¥8.t,=.r �me:ru 
pilsc . ' The M ND .asse-rts. that it.he aMwcr to both of th�s:e qu.ntio□s. is th::1t tl}C impacts arc 
less thBEJ s1gni Jca□t., and m th� case of dllC' se.cond question, lhat d1eR: :is; no imp::!t"L 
Ho�\'CT. di� MN D doc-s ual . ubst.mmliBtc ihc,sc cmc1m1cns wmlb dclC'Jl!lible data. The 
Katmnain Report 1deariiiCS1 �• de< 1ciencic-�11 of 1hr w;11ter supply aissm!iment aEJdl lhe 
·1.NO 

.fi:rsi, the M • D in,cJudcas n mis._Jcs.cfoJ .c-haractcri:mlmn o tnc size of :b'C'oundwater 
5u:bba'illil :!lild assodscd supply of gratmc.lwster 'l!hal is .a.v.ai 1-ahl.c- ta ab.c Project. Trus. ks.d!i­
ta, &n imwlJ.M as��t. c lhc Pmjoct Impacts. As ,d�sari'boo in a p:rc,�ous sr.-clion a 'th6 
ktttt'� the- WOUDd·water s.ubba�fo mc,�ibic to the Project i� a .smaller tinba.rcs of die 
Llagas. subbssin mid ilicrefure a dirtmnt oosclilllC' clmr-.11.1ti=riKllc thmi ,dcscri.bcd m th� 
MND. 

• ,c,::ood, the Ammdcd WSA. coo1B1in.1; Ill] iJ11nocurntc- q□amilic-a�oo of hrydroloGJc 
basdme rnaditio□ and a:anu1.11I n:-c-_he:rg1: lo the- Projt."Ct ,g,rmmdwnte:r !mbh:uin r:ba.rgr :zone<. 
As ckt:aikd. in die- K.ammm□ Reµort s1Brt1in an page, J the 'ViirSA �•.imates tbst. then: 
'w'OUJd be up to 9�0 • FY of grrnmd"'-"':ller rttherg4= to the locllil agu:ifcr f't-orn Li'\'IL'i llick,. 
Ho-.i.-'C\'�. Gre_g Kmnm21□ c--.xpfo1ia=-- llmJ IO  I FY of rnc:h1H_ge fmm l.J\'11!: C.."mck is a moTC 
a[.'!Cl[ratc c-�male which would result in 21 talal rcch� amount or.291 AFY. shown in 
Table I on IM tbMowing. page. See K.emmim Reprnt at 4. 
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T�biri ilJ Estlnutc:dl wDl!ndw,m!ir rl!wr1a ,i1nd p�g d11mi1ads tram di. ball ;aquDar. 
C.tli1 from Kilml'IUl'I Re 

Lac:al � 
5Dunz Ni 

I Lk.ils.Crffl llll nls 500 
l!'atf..111 15& 24D 

l r tin W:rter 34 2! 
Utt le Arth11r0ftt ilqJsJhl� Bun:ftall !Bd. W.3... 17 
Sprin s {blD 

ll"cital Recll;aq_e Z!D. 'Ttl. P'!.Jmplng-Dl!rmnd 1115 
.MthDUl:8A 

,v ,th e:m mmun.1 est:Imatoo groundwatcl" ra:bar.ge or .19 1  AFY and SD -C-�1.51in,g local 
�strrnatc:d grnandwn1ff rpwnpins drmamd of 78.5 Al--Y it  is dcmoastrnttd that ai&ting 
camlimm.r; 21re likcly :dresdy mrcrta."ling the s�rsk-m il:x' ore the adlditmn of the BAVC 
M:axim:um Dall\'" Dmland □f9-5 .AFY _  Sw=h an imbaJ.ance of"pumpms demamk 
�xcccdi:ng. the 111Yai labli: grou□dwster !illpply ,voutd ·suggest BilTi aquHe:r im. ovm::lrafL Any 
addition!lil rampingr �less o:f f.u:)'W .smn1J rdsb\-fC to other ais�mg well pumpiag ral.cs. 
�{L L  only cxacerbalc coaditi.ons... Thcr-efo:re, jt is Greg Kmmmm ·s api.nioo as ai 

prot�iona1 hydm�opt iliBt the- rvtND tia.i; □ot adequatdy i:=v-al1U1h'=dl po1en1.i8J sdvc:rs.e 
impnc1s to mydml� _ and iu fact. the B. VC pmj«t ooukll further dttr� ,groundwate:r 
'!:inpµ1;e.i; and mapcde &nsta1n111b1c 8Fflund\\r11ta- mn:na cme□L See K::nnman Rq,orrt at4_ 
This Lmpsc� i.s pole'ntialty s1gnific:mt tmd shou Id lbc stmdied. furthl!f in the .o:n El R :md 
Rm1Bblt- 1u.i1jg.stioo measures dle-vdoped. 

Third, the 1,l,l'�n 1.'00 S!i.-,essmc-al ,a pumpmg mmpaicts 0-Jl l!rODndwater l.e,yd 115 
momiil)lfotc ::uul 1ht candU5i□ns i:m 1thc MND are nol iS'UfJPO� b}· tbc ass�mcat_ Tbi: 
Ksmma□ Ra:pon outl mes rvide:ot'e 1hat contradicts tbc findmgs of I.be BAVC Well 
IDsta!llatioa e:rnd Tcstinrr Rcpo.11 l,y Luhdarff & Scrumanmi � L&S; July 26_ 2022), whil"h 
Bssc:rts th:aJ Tre5! Wdl T\\'- 1 r:cruld m!X't projected 'A,"Skr dcmamk without i:mpactmg 
water l�vds. in edjat."e-:rat wells_ Trus. is □o[ c�ctly wbat the wdl 1-Ht results mdica1rd_ 
Post t.!!sti9& ·th� rc:m.lri ra wlltcr Lcvd or the HM1WC 'W'd] did not. n!turn ta, prc:tcs.t levels. 
Also. the Wlliter lr:ie-d. bclla\ria.- of lhc .BA V • lnrigatto:□ v,�ll lilld HAMWC wdl indicates. a 
hydro logic con:m:rtioll bctwttn � wdls. S,i.,e .Knmma.m Rc:pa11. al j_ Bttaust'! a.f thi5" set, 
th_c: Kmnmu R1'part: sta:tcs lhai U1_c ��•s. oif �pcstcd pumping, eye-I.es: D:n ro□ruh....ater 
k�·l!'ls hauld be cval11::11ced ba:soo o:□ the: long-term ai-v�l:8 re- pumping rnte of T\\f - f _ Thu 
issue 1s □r cntical ca□ccm rto HA..\IW ... u im:pat1:s h"> groundwalcr s.l!lpply co□.1d Mve 
dcmiment111l effects 0111 lhe- foa.cti□nality of lb� H 3f!P'Y Acres MIIJIIlie1p,al wc-1�, which 
supplies W11ler lo 0-+ bomr:s in So□� Gilroy_ 

S 1 1  l 1 1 1 1 ..\ 1 .� 
� ,,· r I K r  R r; 1 � , . .. 
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ilk MND oo□dudes lhEtt, "I \VJb,;1('! the proposed projm could pwn11 ll(J lo 9 .5 
MY of local ly so�oo groundwatcr &om the- .aUu,rial oqwf�r. bC'CallSf! lbc underlyiag 
alt :u,riiall :aquff"cr i!i coa•imull ly rcc:h�ed tluoush U!to'-M Creck. .cru-� flows lhe p�osed 
projceL wo1dd □ot deer.case g:rmmdwatt:-T !iDppj�c. or sd\rcrscly affl!l"L for:a.1 grmmdwstc-T 
'w-ca� B.'i demcm!ilratro tin the- l\\"el l  pump test.'" See MND at 42. H' Dwe .. ·e-r. , 'i,1,-C lmo'tl from 
lit)('! alilal}'!U'i e.bovc- lluil lhc date on w1ue.lil tbii; oochmon i. ba!icid is. f.enlty. The sq1.nfer 
B1lre:11dy has a.anual de-ma□m great.er than cx:po:ted recharge r1111.e&. aadl add1ag dctlbBJ)d m-r 
9..5 A.FY makes. lhh:i 1mbal111iicc worse:. 

mn e oo□fus:mg combi naoon or is!iucs. a□d !i,!Slerncnl!i, tru: M D a55crt.<i that� H[11hc: 
project 5,ite i!i a_ot Jocsl('!d. ia. t.r;unami or st:klle zo□f:!;_ The proposed project d□e!i aot 
1mdu£k lhr- U!i-t' af paJh1umts orr hnllfrd□m matcnD!l.s. Ad&iti.oaeny. tbi!: proPf<ll'fy i:s nDI 
located Wlithm a fE MA rlood zane. Thttce:f ore. it i!i unl il::d.y that pal1utan·l3i from 
catl:!;'1:tudfo:n 'WOUid be released due to tloading. Th!'.'IT'fon:: the pmj«I Viii J l not hfl'Ve: IIJD}' 
impact kl b:mtrd!o□s m111eri.dii. or conflic L or obstruct implemi!JiiUtti.0111 o ,Bi wa--wr quslmty 

antm1 p1ma or s□�nsbk- grmmdwat�r managc:m�nt plan.'• Stt �ND at 43. This 
smtcm�t con flates. t.wo .scpar.el� t.hreshalds of sigaiticaru::.e. \\':bet.her 21 !Projcc-L anflicl1i 
with a sw.tw:mrblc gro□nd\......ater :mama,gc:rncn! plm1 ms. ii'..,; lffl'n thu--esbold, � from 
\1iil11,th1!T a prrojm v.·□old co□ lli.ct w1tb III wtlit� qUBlity .:o:ntrol phm er risks. �lcai,e of 
pol Lutant.s.. s�e MND at 36_ 

The MND scbawlcdg� di.at VBil ley W21�r has 21 Gmwld"'<atc-rr M.anag�mc□l PIBn 
fur llile S:mta ClMDl and Lfap.<i Sabbasi□s. GWJ•,tP), 5'?e M ND m. ]8. Hm\�\.rcr, tfue· MND 
rC011,1BmM no imaly!iis of wbctbe:r thie pmj� L would oonflic-t with or ohs.truct 
implcmtnts.t111n en that plim. Stt M ND :st -13. Gi"lln 1hc .Projcrt's potmtiall_ s::igaHicun1 
impact on grom1dw'B!l!f' n-marge .and !iUJlp1lfos, tbC' Project :pcMcanaJly conflicts with 
i.rnpl.cmmmriml □it tlJC' Groo:mdwatcr Mlaaagemcor .ll'fan. 1111: M D doeB ool discuss :my 
wayR in which the project i!i i11 conf'annanoc '\\crilh lhe G\1 M P  to :;.upport thi:= rond11Sioa. 
nhaJl it has. no impact. 

B. The Proji!l1! i\b11• Ha\,e ·roteotb1II • SignfficlDlt K}•droJoil(Y 1.mp:act5 

As disrnsSfld above lhe 1 ND ,21ils to e.dequaJdy i='l.1al□at.c: 1tbc Projcef s: ilinpl.liCtsi o.n 
tbc: C□w:1ty'5. grnu:rad\lL•e:1:ff and !il.lriace \113tCII' rc-sourec-s. Mcroo'icr. the: fil'idcn.ce dJsC"Ussed 
.Goovc- dcmonstratc-:s that 11\'iC' Projl"C1. may 5lllb'.it.Bntial�y tkcres6C grnlllild\\rm� !itipplJies ud 
intcrrcR- with :groundwe.k'T ;recharge", w1nl'.!b rou1dl abo ab51ruct trnp1elllffi,fAlicm of d1t. 
Groum:hvalcr '.M.a.Jm.gr:meru. Phm. AcooRlmgly. m EIR for lhc' Projc,ct must � prepen:rl 
111□d canr('Ct the: afur-cmootioned S,JL,P5 i.n iuiuily!ifa and di_sc losc the: Proj�ct·s. potc-urie:11}' 
sj;nificanl hydrol□gicam rmpacL•;_ 

S I i  l·, P\1 1 1- 1  1 ,  
" ... �·1 1 1  1 H.[' R( , I  I 1 1 1• 
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Tb !IIND Faih to Pn1pKly An�lyze 1lh'1: L mpa�� of RooucPd Watj!r 
upply on Bii'Dla;fual) R�sa:ul'ca., l\s'hicl:J a.re IPotmtrallJ 'ign ffieant.. 

J\coon::f.i� to the M D, th� Pmjo;:!t �-i LL not "have a !i□MtBlllrial 21d \1f!.TS.C ctfecl an 
m:1.y riparl:m h.ahittll ar athff s..emitive naturn I !.Xllllmanity idr::ntitkd ra .lo�I o.r :rcgio□al
pl:.ms polic i.c5., n=g,ulatioas, ar ibir the: C111li ornia Oqiartmc=nt offish :md tiam1: or S flsh 
l!i□d \ViMtifC' Service RDI" ria\"C' B !;ilJb!imntiDII. adl..-eC51C' i:ffm an s.tatc or rcrl�rnUy protectc-d 
1i.'/etl::mds (inc ludia.:g but .rm• h1i111ted to. marsh ,·i=mal pool. coas.taJ. ic•c.'� tbrou:gb dirl'!Ct 
'fffllOW1,. fiJli□g. 1!:Jydralogica1 mtemqni□'1i ar odbcr :means.'" See- MND al _  4.. The • 1 ND 
baliCS tbi.s. am:lmi an 011 the April 1 4  .. .  102 1 Rcv:i!i.Cd Bfol agtcal Ri::sotrr'CL".S Evahr.nJjoo 
f11Cip3imd by EMC Plan11� Gronp. Howe\·�r, tbi!i n:port djd not c'.:uunine the d�w.atcrms: 
potc-_otinl of the project DT otber unpam ta 11.JVBS Crrt:'.k. 

Jn fK� the Project! 111115 the pcm=.□lfal to draw down 'l,'J,"!ftCT levels IR LI i.·as C.n=dt. 
whac-h 11:rc Dl:'.tt:isary to !iustain rare .and c□dan,gc::red ti!ih 5pc€H::� .. Th.� RC'qu�. fur Sjling 
and DC'Siga D:;mcurrclltt' sahrillitml by Luhdolif • & Scalmalilini � J. O't'�beli &, 2022 . 
11 rnpon piiq>ercd for the Projec•., presents cafoufate:d Gro1.mdwat1:r Pmt�i.om Zom;: radim 
tD ddi□eatc I.he disl.Anccs. lhet approximate lhe 2-, 5-. a.nd I 0-yc.ar Inn-rel rt:iDr:51 fiJf' 

gr,aimdwalt'-r ta, irt:aL".b tbi:: BA VC wc:U . LivM: Creek ITTler.;.ccts botli the 5- and 1 0-}'C1lr 
radi� '";bich �aesi.i; It [,ll)llkl bt dewe.tercd DY long-tc-Tin BA vc pumpdng. 'Yet, tbC're l!i 
co analy.sis in 'I.me: ISIM ND of dr potcrmtiB1l lo CC\vatl!T U'\'B"!'l C!icelr :fl. rn,· d□c ta BA VC 
si-mmdw111k-r pmnpin.g e.Ild a:sSOt.."iated pa1cntia1 impact,;. an aquatic sptti�s- Thi!!. imailys�s; 
!ihou1d c□ns:idi::li du:- um1.dati1ie effect of aU Local pumpi:ns sou re�. cspoc.WJy considerins, 
tbe rrnbafa.liloc bci.,, ... ce□ !:!TOl[Rd,,·etcr .ro::b::ug.e and. \Jiidl pu:m11mg i a. the loC'iU a.qn.i er. 
Such an analysis is. &I.so ofhisfw jmparte.mL"C: �.ivrr1 the: '\\ratr-r re:soarce.s and permit
t'ompliamce rcqufred iby V.al!ey Wati::r in nw.inta.i.mniS mimmwn nm,-l'S. jn "35 n=d;, lQ 
C:ll.51ll'C 'lrull. rare a.md c:mis.n,gemd .spedcs (e.g.� Soutb-Cmlml Celifnmia CoB1St sttt-lru!3d. 
are supported purswmt lo lht Endan3c-red Species Acr Rr,oo\l'ciry Pl.an. Withm11t an 
aa:!ly� slu:nrimg otl:li=m•i.i;c=� hydm1ogi5t (}rcn Kamman conc:Jurlrd that t11crc ig pou:nti..e.1 
foi;- the= BAVC pumping 10 depfr,� Uvai; 'rec:l strr.amrflm,,., wlncil i.iri turn. could haVC" BJ?1 
a.d�c etT.ccl on stcelhc-.ad .end ctbcr :ij]CC ie. ihaJ .rd� 011 t1:ms(:' flaws. Su Ka.mtnan 
R,:port at 6. 

G ivl!'.TI 'that imp� to Uws. Crock flows. from groundwat'Cf' pwnpiag st tbc· 'Project 
.site "'ere aot con�idcr'Cd m SD)r way rin the- 3Da!lys� of imp La biolagicaB resoun:cs,. the! 
M ND canmat rightly conclude tbat 1111pa� 1D c::mididate� se:c_ it1vc-, [}I" .  pttinl status 
s� es or ri pariao h.nbi tat are not s.igniiliCilnl I n fuct, lhc- potcntinl for 'lhc proj:c.ct 1.o draw 
dm1,'ll! watc-r. lc,·cl!i m the tr:IX'k inc:ti ate that rt ,;vlM have potcntia.Uy signi ru:ant lbtologic.aJ 
1mps.cL11 to speci2il s.tulll.i; spedn. 

S I  I L  TF. ,  � I I I  I A I .� 
• ... \\;I[ I N I) r: r,: , I· It I I ,,
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D.. Th Ml ' D .F:1i15 lo 1-\dequa1 ly E,raJiu ate the Pmje�t•!'i Poh!nli:11 r mpubi 
on '\\.'a· r Qa.:llity. \\fbieh are lo Fttm S:1'4,lnifre.am·. 

The- MNO clsjms llurt I.he Project will Dot b:wc rmpactl:i on weteT qoo:Hty. Sec 
t ND nl. 2. 57. In fm::t. lfbe.re :are lwD rnafo weys m whil"b dc'!.rdoptTJeat Df th� �'Ir 1;1aold 

desrade wari:--r qu11lity Lm the: vtc hnty Df 1he Project: � I )  pau:ntial ool'ltami:natlorn from po�­
fjre paUutio□ 9i1ld malerial 11□d f2 p�□tiam ooatan11natio□ from the ou-s:ire v.·95t�"3t�r 
di�OS31 (scpti:4: � S)":ilem proposed . Oll' lhc: .BA vc ' be-JJ crnnm� Wllth � i111ipat:t!i: 0 
other SC'.)ltlC' S}'!lt C'Dlli.. 

The fi:rnt pathwa_y to oontam.i:nate s.uhsur:fa:cc ,wte.r qtudity in imd a::roiu1.d t'ln: 
BA VC, i□cludins lhe H�F.f Acres. Mutual Water C□mptmy wen., would be I.be: mntrusio□. 
of to_·ucs from mn:t:cnsl.s 'burned in B wildfl�. Due to "tbe recelill atrnt of dlcs:tn1-ct1· e 
'n"i 1-dfirc:s +11 the wiMLsnd-uiban mk'rfacic-., s�era1 recent �t□dics have �nvc-stigatcd bow r..be 
burning orbumidtms:s, and thdr ccrnle□ls lmpa.cts dl'!C' po.!:it-fire e□vimmncn1- Dar iD ribe 
tox:ic llil.lllR: of makri,afa: bu:moo dm:mg s;ue:'h cvi,.rns. thc:se s:wdfos re::uiiJy aclmowlc-dvi=: 
tbe st:rons pot-o:mciail Dr' scc:O.I!IWll}' cli53s.l�rs, inc1udi□g ch.cmica:I ooomminatio□ Df 
s11h!i1..1m1Ce -wate-r qWJ.l ily. E.iumple!'i lfi;om the s:dcntttic 1mlern.ture i_m lude: 1'"Tbc 
Chemistry of Fm::i Dlt thCl WmMland-Urban lnh:rfar,e'"1 lllld HWildfire induces clia□ges LD 
rccci\.rmng ,wtcrs.: A u:vic:w '\\!lib camHdcratio□s. for water iqlllnlit. rnaJliilLS�m�C2. These 
.s111� aR furthl!r ref eTc�!!d i□ the Dicus R.epan. Bec:-1rl.l<re of the higb.-tilik! ,D:f ,,fiifdilres. 
on dlC' Project s;iLe, &'i di9=u.i;.scd below" the Project would bav-c: 51_gniJicsn1 wa:u=r q□alrty 
sad wildfire impacts bau.11se: ii c:au.ld cxposic pco;pk: to i.g□;i:licant \,.ister quality ri."il:s ss. a 
·ries.ult o post-6� rnil\lff' and !illbstantJBI Ly degradl'.' gmundwalc:li qmlllrty. See Nh",l' D at .56 
(si,BrufiCEl.tt tbrC'.Sbolc T.(d) 

The- scool'ld pathiw'ay to conmm_ina1c: sub$1.JJ'fuc� watecr ,qu.alit.y is. ibrou,sh the an-s.he 
W8StcWaitcr- disposal sqmc !SJ,rsiem. Tbc: On- ire- Wasit:watcr IDispos::d F'� ihility R�p□n: 
[lf�llircd h}• Questa (April 101 1 )  docs. □ot include or presenl Bl cumufan,•c: impact 
ali�ssmrnt In �omidcr nwriffl t Joodif!18 fmm tlie BA VC project i:rn cornhh:mtlo□ v,,-ith LOC"al 
:treai agnca1lllre and .Imrsery opaiitio□s. tmal !UC typically -sources. ofhiS,h nutrient fo.:idini. 

b.!IIllci:eFlzing: these b111Sdi.JT1� ci:mdJtfon5 1md .en a:55e-.$5rnent o e_1rn.mlativc impacts ml!lst. 
be oomplctetl. An ::155(:,SSJDCJJt ts.king lhc- ProjC'Ct into scooWilt on top of cx.iSIJno 

1 National Academie5 or SdcRCCS., Engtnec:rlni. and Mm.cinr. 2021. � Cbc=mimy of 
Fir� 111t the Willdts.nd.-ll:rt:�m lntelif'aC'� Wll!S.bingmn DC: The Na.ti.oBai Ac:adcm� Press. 
https:/JdDi .mg/ I 0. I 7216/::!64 U. 
1 PauJ., M. J . ., LcDuc. S. D .• la.r;s!ite:r., .M.. U., Moomr:1:1.d, L .  C_, . a,ycs,, P. [L, &: ldbowrtz:, 
S. Ci. 2022. W1!ldilill' :induces cham:!�s; 1□ r�cniin,g wslel:'5� A rcv:ir;:w with c.o.nS1dcratloa.,;, 
for wm.er qu::iiit�• mana:gi=:mc.nt. \\.'elt::r :R!!S01nt:cs �sca.rch. 5 . .  c.201 1 V.fR.030699. 
b11m:./Jd□j .m:g/ I 0. I O!CJf20� 1 WROJOCW9.. 

S l· l l . T l:
1 
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https://www.google.com/maps/@37.0247066,-121.66163486762935,14z
https://www.google.com/maps/@37.0247066,-121.66163486762935,14z


https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/


https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/2873
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/8193
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/8104
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5945
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1111
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/2891
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/2076
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5133


https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9743
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/3207
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/6832






















































































































































































tkgmo
Text Box
The balance of the report includes analysis for pharmaceutical compounds as wastewater marker chemicals.  These results will not be reported in order to protect the privacy of the residents whose septic leach fields are likely contributing to flow in the spring.  In addition to pharmaceutical results, the balance of the report includes QA/QC lab data.  MHGS has not provided the lab report to BAVC or any other party.  The data has been used only to verify or refute whether wastewater contributes to the spring found flowing in mid-August in an extremely dry year.
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https://cimis.water.ca.gov/
https://doi.org/10.3133/ofr71196
























https://www.engineeringtoolbox.com/farm-use-animals-water-consumption-d_1588.html
https://www.engineeringtoolbox.com/farm-use-animals-water-consumption-d_1588.html
https://www.engineeringtoolbox.com/farm-use-animals-water-consumption-d_1588.html
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