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to implement the Project pursuant to the WITCA. This Permit does not constitute a
general project approval or necessarily create an entitlement to proceed with the
Project. Permittee is responsible for obtaining all necessary permits and approvals and
for complying with all applicable federal, state, and local laws, regulations, and policies.

2. CEQA Compliance: Permittee shall implement and adhere to the mitigation measures
related to WIT in the Biological Resources section of the Mitigated Negative Declaration
(SCH No.: 2024020836) adopted by the City of Palmdale on June 11, 2024, as lead agency
for the Project pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (Pub.
Resources Code, § 21000 et seq.). If there is a conflict between WIT-related measures in
the CEQA document for this Project and the measures in this Permit, this Permit controls.

3. WIT Permit Compliance Time Frame: Permittee shall fully implement and adhere to the
conditions of this Permit within the time frames set forth below.

4. General Provisions:

4.1. Designated Representative. Before starting Project Activities, Permittee shall designate
a representative (Designated Representative) responsible for communicating with
CDFW and overseeing compliance with this Permit. Before starting Project Activities,
Permittee shall notify CDFW in writing of the Designated Representative’s name, business
address, phone number, and email address (if applicable). Permittee shall subsequently
notify CDFW in writing if a substitute Designated Representative is designated during
the term of this Permit. If Permittee is an individual, Permittee may designate itself as
the Designated Representative.

4.2. Construction Monitoring Documentation. The Designated Representative shall maintain
construction-monitoring documentation on-site in either hard copy or digital format
throughout the construction period, which shall include any Permit compliance
inspection records or notes, a copy of this Permit with attachments, including the census.
Permittee shall ensure a copy of the construction monitoring documentation is available
for review at the Project Site or as otherwise requested by CDFW.

4.3. Hazardous Substances. Permittee shall prevent raw cement/concrete or washings
thereof, asphalt, paint or other coating material, oil or other petroleum products,
hazardous waste, or any other hazardous substances from contaminating soils within 50
ft (approximately 15 m) of a WJT. Permittee shall properly contain and dispose of any
unused or leftover hazardous products off-site.

4.3.1. Spill Cleanup. Permittee shall immediately stop all Project Activities and,
pursuant to all applicable state and federal statutes and regulations,
arrange for repair and clean-up by qualified individuals of any hazardous
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4.4,

4.5.

5.1.

5.2.

substance leaks or spills at the time of occurrence, or as soon as it is safe to
do so. Permittee shall have all spill clean-up equipment on site during
Project Activities.

4.3.2. Check Equipment for Leaks. Permittee shall ensure that construction
equipment and vehicles operated in the Project Site are checked and
maintained daily to prevent leaks of fuel, lubricants, solvents, or other
fluids that could contaminate WIT habitat or soils near WJT.

CDFW Access. Permittee shall provide CDFW staff with reasonable access to the Project
Site and shall otherwise fully cooperate with CDFW efforts to verify compliance with, and
effectiveness of, all Conditions of Approval set forth in this Permit.

Refuse Removal. Upon completion of Project Activities, Permittee shall remove from
the Project Site and properly dispose of all hazardous waste, temporary fill, and
Project-related refuse including, but not limited to, broken equipment parts, wrapping
material, cords, cables, wire, rope, flagging, temporary fencing, strapping, twine,
buckets, metal or plastic containers, and boxes.

5. Notification and Reporting Provisions:

Notification Before Commencement. Permittee or the Designated Representative shall
notify CDFW at least seven days before starting Project Activities and shall document
compliance with all pre-Project Conditions of Approval before starting Project
Activities. Notification shall include representative photographs of boundary
delineation as required in Condition of Approval 6.1, below.

Notification of New Stem or Trunk. Once the Project site has been fully cleared of the 75
WIT identified in the census (Attachment 1), if a new western Joshua tree stem or trunk
arises from the ground, regardless of whether it germinates from seed, a trunk re-sprout
occurs, or otherwise, Permittee shall prepare a Notification of New Stem or Trunk and
submit it to CDFW before conducting/resuming Project Activities that will impact (e.g., by
removal, trimming, or encroachment within 15 meters) any WIT individual that was not
included in the census (Attachment 1) and included in the invoice (Attachment 2),
including any new WIJT stem or trunk that arises from the ground (e.g., new sprouts or
resprouts) . The Notification of New Stem or Trunk shall include the following about any
new WIJT:

e Aunique identifier for each WIT (i.e., WJT ID);

e GPS location for each WIT (latitude and longitude);
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5.3.

5.4.

e At least one color photo of each WIT identified;

e Size class for each WIT (size class A is any WIT less than one meter in height, size class
B is any WJT one meter or greater but less than five meters in height, size class C is
any WIJT greater than five meters in height);

e Anticipated impact for each WIT (i.e., removal, relocation, trimming, or
encroachment, or no impact);

e |f the WIT will be encroached upon (individual will not be removed and Project
Activities will take place within 15 meters of the base of the WIT) indicate the
distance from the base where Project Activities will take place; and

e A map showing the location of new WIJT in relation to WJT for which take is
authorized by this Permit.

Permittee shall submit the Notification of New Stem or Trunk prior to conducting
activities that may result in take of or impacts to the new stem or trunk (i.e., removal,
trimming, relocation, or encroachment). After CDFW has confirmed the number and size
class of individual WIT to be impacted, CDFW will provide the Permittee with an invoice
for the mitigation fees pursuant to Fish and Game Code section 1927.3, subdivisions (d)-
(e). The Notification of New Stem or Trunk and invoice shall be appended to this Permit
and considered to be an amendment of this Permit, without further action, authorizing
additional take coverage for the new WIJT individual(s) provided that the Notification of
New Stem or Trunk the Permittee submits is complete and mitigation fees are received by
CDFW prior to any impacts to any new WIJT individuals identified in the Notification of
New Stem or Trunk. CDFW may determine that an amendment of this Permit is required
if additional or different conditions of approval, including WIT Relocation, are required.

Notification of Non-compliance. Permittee or the Designated Representative shall
immediately notify CDFW if Permittee is not in compliance with any Condition of
Approval of this Permit, including but not limited to any actual or anticipated failure to
implement any measure in this Permit within the time periods indicated therein. The
Designated Representative shall follow up within 24 hours with a written notice to CDFW
describing, in detail, any actual or anticipated non-compliance with this Permit and
suggested measures to remedy the situation.

Project Completion Report. Permittee shall provide CDFW with a Project Completion
Report (PCR) no later than 1 month after the Project has been completed. The PCR shall
include, at a minimum: (1) photos that illustrate the state of the Project Site upon
completion of the Project; (2) approximate start and end date(s) when Project Activities
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5.5.

6.1.

6.2.

6.3.

occurred; and (3) an accounting of the WIT individuals identified in the census that have
been removed, injured (e.g., trimmed), and/or avoided since this Permit’s issuance.

Notification of Take or Damage. Permittee shall immediately notify CDFW by calling the
Regional Office at (661) 414-2729 of any death, damage, or injury of WIT not authorized
by this ITP. The initial notification to CDFW shall include information regarding the
location, size class, and number of WJT individuals taken or damaged and the WITCA
Incidental Take Permit Number. Following initial notification, Permittee shall send CDFW
a written notification within two calendar days. The written notification shall include the
date and time of the finding or incident, location, and photograph of each WJT individual,
and if known, provide an explanation as to cause of take or damage, and any other
pertinent information.

6. Take Minimization Measures: Permittee shall avoid and minimize impacts to, and the taking
of, WJT, to the maximum extent practicable. Permittee shall implement and adhere to the
following conditions to minimize take of WIT within the Project Site as a result of Project
Activities:

Delineation of Project Site Boundaries. Before starting Project Activities along each part
of the route in active construction, Permittee shall clearly delineate the boundaries of the
Project Site with fencing, stakes, or flags. To allow for the passage of wildlife serving as
seed dispersal agents for WIT, Permittee shall ensure all perimeter fencing is at least 6
inches above grade. Rodent barrier fencing is prohibited. Permittee shall restrict all
Project Activities to within the fenced, staked, or flagged areas. Permittee shall maintain
all fencing, stakes, and flags until the completion of Project Activities in that area.

Fire Prevention. To avoid impacts to WIT as a result of fire, workers conducting Project
Activities with the potential to inadvertently cause a fire (e.g., excavating, grinding,
welding, driving over vegetation, parking on vegetation, mowing, disking, masticating)
shall be equipped with an appropriate level of fire prevention and suppression
equipment, such as fire extinguishers, backpack pumps filled with water, shovels,
welding tents, shields, and fire-resistant mats.

Integrated Pest Management (IPM). Permittee shall minimize the potential for pests to
enter the Project Site by identifying sources of pest introduction, identifying pests,
performing early detection and rapid response measures, eradicating invasive plants
prior to seed set, and avoiding and minimizing adverse effects of control methods on the
natural environment. Pests of particular concern that pose a threat to WJT and desert
plant communities include, but are not limited to, Yucca weevils, Argentine ants, and
invasive plant species. A list of common invasive plant species can be found on the
California Invasive Plant Council Invasive Plant Inventory (Cal IPC Inventory) website at:
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If Permittee is unable to provide these items digitally by email, Permittee can submit paper
documents via registered first-class mail to:

Erinn Wilson-0lgin

California Department of Fish and Wildlife
South Coast Region Region

3883 Ruffin Road

San Diego, CA 92123

Unless Permittee is notified otherwise, CDFW’s Regional Representative for purposes of this Permit
is:

Sarah Rains, Environmental Scientist
California Department of Fish and Wildlife
South Coast Region

3030 Old Ranch Parkway Suite 400 Seal
Beach, CA 90740

Telephone (661) 414-2729
Sarah.Rains@wildlife.ca.gov

XI. Compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act:

CDFW's issuance of this Permit is subject to CEQA. CDFW is a responsible agency pursuant to CEQA
with respect to this Permit. (See generally Pub. Resources Code, § 21069.) The City of Palmdale is the
CEQA lead agency for the Project. (See generally Pub. Resources Code, § 21067.) The lead agency’s
prior environmental review of the Project is set forth in the PBP Industrial Project Site Plan Review
20-011 Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (SCH No.: 2024020836) dated May 2024 that the
City of Palmdale adopted for PBP Industrial Project Site Plan Review 20-011 on July 11, 2024. At the
time the lead agency adopted the Mitigated Negative Declaration and approved the Project, it also
adopted various mitigation measures for the WIT as conditions of Project approval.

This Permit, along with CDFW's related CEQA findings, which are available as a separate document,
provide evidence of CDFW’s consideration of the lead agency’s MND for the Project and the
environmental effects related to issuance of this Permit. (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, § 15096, subd.
(f).) CDFW finds that issuance of this Permit will not result in any previously undisclosed,
potentially significant effect on the environment or any substantial increase in the severity of any
potentially significant environmental effect previously disclosed by the lead agency. Furthermore,
to the extent any potential for any such effect exists, CDFW finds that adherence to, and
implementation of, the conditions of project approval adopted by the lead agency and the
Conditions of Approval imposed by CDFW under this Permit will avoid or reduce to below a level of
significance any such potential effects. Consequently, CDFW finds issuance of this Permit will not
result in any significant, adverse impact on the environment.
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XIl. Attachments:

FIGURE 1 Project Location Regional Map

FIGURE 2 Project Location Aerial Map

FIGURE 3 Project Site Plan

FIGURE 4 Project Impact Map

ATTACHMENT 1 Western Joshua Tree Project Site Census
ATTACHMENT 2 WITCA Incidental Take Permit Mitigation Fee Invoice

ISSUED BY THE CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE ON _'">/2%%°

EB(SESSCFE24724F5...
Erinn Wilson-Olgin, Regional Manager
South Coast Region

By:
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PRE-APPLICATION LANDSCAPE REQUIREMENTS
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USED TO PROVIDE A CLEAN FINISH TO THE SITE AND BE WATER EFFICIENT. THE REDUCED PRESSURE
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145 PARKING SPACES REQUIRES 37 TREES. HEIGHT AND THE SHRUBS SHALL NOT EXCEED
THIS WORK WILL MEET OR EXGEED THE STATE AND LOGAL CITY NEW WATER ORDINANCES. g
46 TREES PROVIDED. 2'IN HEIGHT. A HEDGE TO BLOCK HEADLIGHTS

ONTO THE STREET HAS BEEN PROVIDED.

Source: Sue Mathis Landscape Design; June 21, 2023.
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Source: Red Brick Solution; June 22, 2023.

PBP INDUSTRIAL PROJECT
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration

Preliminary Grading Plan

Figure 3-9
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