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TRANSMITTAL

D AT E March 12, 2024

T O San Bernard ino County Public W ork s – Solid  W aste Managem ent

CO N T ACT D arren Meek a, D ep uty D irector
D arren.Meek a@ d p w.sbcounty.gov

AD D R ESS 825 East T hird  Street,
San Bernard ino, CA 924 15

FR O M J essica Mend oz a, Proj ect Planner

SU BJ ECT Serv ice Prov id er Q uestionnaire – Solid  W aste D isp osal Serv ices

PR O J ECT  N U MBER BR S-03.0

T hese item s are transm itted  v ia:  U S Mail  Exp ress Mail  Courier  H and  D eliv ery  E-m ail

GENERAL REMARKS

PlaceWork s h as b een retained b y th e City of Barstow to prepare an Environmental Impact Report for 
th e City of Barstow General Plan U pdate and Barstow International Gateway Specific Plan Project.  Th is 
letter is to req uest your assistance in updating information regarding existing services in th e City and
Sph ere of Influence,  and assessing th e potential impacts th at would b e created b y th e Project.

Please see th e attach ed Notice of Preparation wh ich  provides details on th e Project.  Additionally,  a 
b rief q uestionnaire h as b een included.  

Please provide your responses to th e enclosed q uestionnaire.  Note th at your responses will b ecome a 
part of th e administrative record for th is Project and will b e included as an appendix to th e EIR.  Please 
respond to PlaceWork s no later th an March  2 5 ,  2 0 2 4 . If you need additional time to respond or would 
lik e an MSWord version of th e q uestionnaire,  please let us k now.  You may mail th e responses to th e 
q uestionnaire to th e address in th e footer,  or you may email th e responses to
jmendoz a@ placework s. com.

Please feel free to call at 9 1 6 . 2 4 5 . 7 5 0 0 if you h ave any q uestions or req uire furth er information.

J essica Mend oz a, Proj ect Planner

(@ PLACEWORKS 

□ □ □ □ 

3 MacArthur Place, Suite 1100 I Santa Ana, California 92707 I 714.966.9220 I PlaceWorks.com 

mailto:Darren.Meeka@dpw.sbcounty.gov
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NOT ICE  OF P RE P ARAT ION ( NOP )
FOR D RAFT  E NV IRONM E NT AL IM P ACT  RE P ORT  AND  NOT ICE  OF A 

P U B LIC S COP ING  M E E T ING  

D a t e : F ebruary 15, 20 24

T o : Responsible and Trustee Agencies, Interested Organiz ations, and Individuals

Fr o m City of Barstow Community D evelopment D epartment

S u b j e c t : Ci t y  o f  B a r s t o w  G e n e r a l  P l a n  U p d a t e  a n d  B a r s t o w  In t e r n a t i o n a l  G a t e w a y  
S p e c i f i c  P l a n  No t i c e  o f  P r e p a r a t i o n  o f  D r a f t  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  Im p a c t  Re p o r t  
( D E IR)   

P u r p o s e :

The City of Barstow (City), as the lead agency, is preparing an E nvironmental Impact Report (E IR) 
for the comprehensive update to the City of Barstow G eneral Plan (G PU ) and the Barstow 
International G ateway (BIG ) Specific Plan project proposed by the BNSF  Railway Company 
(BNSF ). Because a G eneral Plan Amendment and pre- z oning and annexation of the 
unincorporated portion of the Project area located in the City’s Sphere of Influence (SOI), which 
will be done as part of the G PU  process, are required to accommodate BIG ’s proposed 
development, both the G PU  and the BIG  projects will be evaluated in the same E IR. The G PU  
and BIG  Specific Plan projects are collectively referred to as the “ Project.”  The E IR will evaluate 
the G PU  at a programmatic level since it is a planning document and individual development 
projects under the G PU are currently unk nown. The E IR will evaluate BIG  at a project level to 
allow for both entitlement and development. 

Pursuant to State CE Q A G uidelines Section 150 8 2, the purpose of this Notice of Preparation 
(NOP) is to provide responsible agencies, trustee agencies, and other interested parties with 
information describing the Project and its potential environmental effects. 

P r o j e c t  Lo c a t i o n :
The City of Barstow and its Sphere of Influence (SOI) are in western San Bernardino County and 
are surrounded entirely by unincorporated San Bernardino County. Interstate 15 (I- 15) bisects the 
City of Barstow in a southwest- northeast direction, while Interstate 40  (I- 40 ) bisects the City in an 
east- west direction. State Route 247 (SR- 247), which runs in a north- south direction, terminates 
as it intersects I- 15. F igure 1, Regional Location, and F igure 2, General Plan Area Aerial, show 
the City and SOI in its regional and local contexts. The Project is generally within the 198 4 Barstow 
U SG S quadrangle map and can be found generally with global positioning satellite coordinates 
of 34°  53'  44.8 728 ' '  North and 117°  1'  2.2116' '  West. 

City of Barstow 
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The BIG  Specific Plan area is in the City’s western portion and is generally bound by the M ojave 
River on the north, M ain Street on the south, Lenwood Road on the east, and H ink ley Road on 
the west. BIG  also proposes various offsite improvements, as described below. M ost of BIG  
(approximately two- thirds) is within unincorporated County lands but within the City’s SOI, while 
the remaining approximately one- third is within Barstow City limits. F igure 2 shows BIG  in a local 
context.

P r o j e c t  S u m m a r y :

The City of Barstow last updated its G eneral Plan in 20 15, with a short planning horiz on that only 
extended to 20 20 . The G PU  will provide the long- term planning blueprint for the improvements 
needed to accommodate the City’s growing population over a 25- year planning horiz on (20 23 to 
20 48 ). The G PU  includes a proposed annexation of unincorporated County lands immediately 
west of the City. The Project also includes the BIG  Specific Plan, and the various offsite 
improvements needed for its implementation. The BIG  Specific Plan proposes an integrated rail 
facility and onsite transload warehouse center at the City’s western extent (see F igures 2 and 3). 
BIG  would allow for direct transfer of containers from ships at the Ports of Los Angeles and Long 
Beach to trains for transport through the Alameda Corridor onto the BNSF  mainline to BIG . BIG  
proposes a transload warehouse center where the vast majority of the containers would be 
processed within an onsite “ closed loop”  operation between BNSF  rail operations and transload 
warehouse users. The BIG  Specific Plan would also establish site- specific z oning regulations and 
development standards for the Specific Plan area.

P r o j e c t  D e s c r i p t i o n :

G eneral P lan U pdate

The Project includes a comprehensive update of the City’s G eneral Plan to refine current goals 
and policies to reflect the City’s new vision, opportunities, and obligations;  refine and expand 
circulation and infrastructure plans to align with the City’s updated vision and land use plan;  and 
expand opportunities for economic growth, prosperity, and community health.

In 20 20 , the City initiated updates to the current G eneral Plan to bring the City into compliance 
with state law and address the topics of safety, environmental justice, and housing. The 
E nvironmental J ustice and Safety E lements were updated in 20 21, and the H ousing E lement 
update is entering the final stages of state certification, with an expected completion date in 20 24. 
As part of the G PU , the City will mak e updates to these elements, as needed, to ensure 
consistency with the G PU  and other supporting plans.

D uring the 25- year planning horiz on of the G eneral Plan U pdate, the Plan Area could potentially 
result in a growth of 6,920  dwelling units, 21,321 residents, 14,0 54,40 0  square feet of non-
residential uses, and 13,48 1 jobs by 20 48 , as shown in T a b l e  1 ,  G e n e r a l  P l a n  U p d a t e  B u i l d o u t .
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T AB LE  1 .  G E NE RAL P LAN U P D AT E  B U ILD OU T
S t a t i s t i c Ci t y  o f  B a r s t o w B IG  B a l a n c e  o f  S OI T o t a l
D w e l l i n g  U n i t s
E xisting (20 23)1 8 ,549 34 3,50 4 12,0 8 7
F uture (20 48 ) 15,469 34 3,50 4 19,0 0 7
Projected G rowth 6,920 0 0 6,920
P o p u l a t i o n
E xisting (20 23)1 24,569 91 10 ,548 35,20 8
F uture (20 48 ) 45,8 90 91 10 ,548 56,529
Projected G rowth 21,321 0 0 21,321
No n - Re s i d e n t i a l  S q u a r e  Fe e t
E xisting (20 23)1 11,38 2,70 0 0 N/A 11,38 2,70 0
F uture (20 48 ) 16,437,10 0 9,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 N/A 25,437,10 0
Projected G rowth 5,0 54,40 0 9,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 N/A 14,0 54,40 0
E m p l o y m e n t
E xisting (20 23)1 13,564 0 937 14,50 1
F uture (20 48 ) 18 ,250 8 ,795 937 27,98 2
Projected G rowth 4,68 6 8 ,795 0 13,48 1
Note:  BIG  =  Barstow International G ateway;  SOI =  Sphere of Influence
1 PlaceWork s and the City of Barstow.

B arstow  I nternational G atew ay  ( B I G )  Spec if ic  P lan

The BIG  Specific Plan consists of a rail yard a transload warehouse center, and a private utility 
(i.e., a solar farm). The rail yard would include a block  swap yard, an intermodal facility (IM F ), and 
ancillary rail areas (container yard, chassis storage, and maintenance of way). To serve the 
proposed rail yard and transload warehouse center, BIG  proposes approximately 60 0  acres of 
various offsite rail and non- rail improvements (e.g., lead track  extensions, drainage, utilities, and 
roadways). F igure 3, BIG Conceptual Site Plan, shows the locations of the proposed BIG  Specific 
Plan uses. F igure 4, BIG Offsite Rail Improvements, shows the locations of the proposed BIG  
offsite rail improvements. As shown in F igure 4, a small portion of BIG ’s offsite rail improvements 
would extend beyond the City’s Sphere of Influence. The total BIG  project site is approximately 
5,0 0 0  acres. F inal acreages will be determined based on site survey. Lik e other rail yards, BIG  
would operate 24 hours per day, 365 days per year.
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The block  swap yard would allow for the transfer of block s of intermodal rail cars between trains.1

The IM F  would facilitate the transfer of containers between rail cars and the onsite transload 
warehouse center via z ero- emission electric hostlers.2 This is different than the operations at a 
typical IM F  where the primary purpose is to transfer containers from heavy truck s to rail cars, and 
vice versa. At the BIG  IM F , only a small percentage of containers would arrive at/depart via heavy 
truck s. The vast majority of containers would arrive at/depart from the IM F  via train. 

The transload warehouse center consists of approximately nine million square feet of transload 
warehouses that would primarily be dedicated to processing the contents of 20 - foot and 40 - foot 
international containers into 53- foot domestic containers for placement from and back  onto the 
rail line. Importantly, the transload warehouse center would primarily serve containers processed 
at or destined for the BIG  IM F .

BIG  also proposes a solar farm, which would function as a private utility and generate a source 
of clean energy to supplement the Specific Plan’s onsite demand. Areas within the M ojave River 
would remain ungraded.

Additionally, to serve the proposed rail yard and transload warehouse center, BIG  proposes 
various offsite improvements, which are outside the Specific Plan area. BIG  proposes rail 
improvements (i.e., lead track s) that extend east and west of the Specific Plan area shown on 
F igure 3 and F igure 4. Additionally, BIG  proposes various offsite non- rail improvements that 
include ancillary and related stormwater drainage, utilities, and circulation/roadway 
improvements, which will be identified in the D raft E IR. 

Additional information regarding the G PU  can be found on the City’s website:  
https: //www.barstowca.org/departments/community- development- department/planning/general-
plan- update, and information about the BIG  project can be found on the BNSF  website:  
https: //bnsfbig.com/. 

1 A block  is defined as rail cars of a similar type moving to a similar destination that are already connected 
and can be combined with other block s to the same destinations to produce more efficient train movements.
2 E lectric hostlers are vehicles used for moving trailers and containers short distances within freight 
terminals, warehouses, and rail yards.
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NOP  P u b l i c  Co m m e n t  P e r i o d :
This NOP is being circulated for a 40 - day public review/comment period beginning on T h u r s d a y ,  
Fe b r u a r y  1 5 ,  2 0 2 4 ,  a n d  c o n c l u d i n g  o n  T u e s d a y ,  M a r c h  2 6 ,  2 0 2 4 . Comments on this NOP 
should be submitted to the City of Barstow, Community D evelopment D epartment at the earliest 
possible date, but no later than the M a r c h  2 6 ,  2 0 2 4 , deadline. Comments must be submitted in 
writing, or via email, to:

G enesis Crank , Planning and Community D evelopment Administrator
City of Barstow, Community D evelopment D epartment

220  E . M ountain view Street, Suite A
Barstow, CA 92311

760 - 255- 5152
generalplan@ barstowca.org  

P u b l i c  S c o p i n g  M e e t i n g :
A public scoping meeting will be conducted to provide the public with the opportunity to learn more 
about the Project and to provide an additional opportunity to provide written public comment on 
the NOP. The scoping meeting will be an open house format and include presentation of Project 
information and environmental issues to be analyz ed in the E IR. At the scoping meeting, 
interested agencies, organiz ations, and members of the public may present written comments 
concerning the environmental issues that should be included in the E IR. The written comments 
provided during the meeting will assist the City in scoping the potential environmental effects of 
the Project to be addressed by the E IR. The scoping meeting will be held in- person:

W e d n e s d a y ,  M a r c h  1 3 ,  2 0 2 4 ,  a t  6 : 0 0  P M
Cora H arper F itness Center

8 41 Barstow Road, 
Barstow, CA 92311

City of Barstow 
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E n v i r o n m e n t a l  Im p a c t s :
The City has determined that the implementation of the Project may have a significant effect on 
the environment and an E IR will be required. The E IR will evaluate the potential for Project to 
cause direct and indirect and short-  and long- term impacts, as well as cumulative impacts. 
M itigation will be proposed for those impacts that are determined to be significant, and a mitigation 
monitoring and reporting program will be developed as required by State CE Q A G uidelines. The 
E IR will evaluate the following topics as described in State CE Q A G uidelines Appendix G :

• Aesthetics
• Agricultural and F orestry Resources
• Air Q uality
• Biological Resources
• Cultural Resources
• E nergy
• G eology and Soils
• G reenhouse G as E missions
• H az ards and H az ardous M aterials
• H ydrology and Water Q uality

• Land U se and Planning
• M ineral Resources
• Noise
• Population and H ousing
• Public Services
• Recreation
• Transportation
• Tribal Cultural Resources
• U tilities and Service Systems
• Wildfire

Cortese List Notice:  Pursuant to Public Resources Code 210 92.6(a), there are 31 open and 
inactive haz ardous sites within the G eneral Plan Area that are listed on environmental databases, 
as determined by the regulatory agency database search compiled pursuant to G overnment Code 
§ 65962.5 (California D epartment of Toxic Substances Control list of various haz ardous sites).

T y p e  o f  E IR:

The E IR will analyz e the G PU  at a program level pursuant to State CE Q A G uidelines Section 
15168 . U se of a program E IR allows analysis consistent with the high- level nature of the G eneral 
Plan. The E IR will analyz e BIG  at a project level pursuant to State CE Q A G uidelines Section 
15161 to allow for both entitlement and development.

U s e  o f  t h e  E IR:
Concerning the G PU , projects implemented after adoption of the Project will be examined 
considering the E IR to determine whether an additional environmental document must be 
prepared. In addition, the State CE Q A G uidelines currently provide for streamlining through 
Section 1518 3 (Projects Consistent with a Community Plan or Z oning), Section 1518 3.3 
(Streamlining for Infill Projects), and other streamlining provisions. The City intends to promote 
streamlining for future development through certification of the E IR. Later development may have
to conduct site- specific environmental analysis;  however, the cumulative analysis will be 
addressed in the E IR and G P policies and implementation strategy. 

City of Barstow 
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Concerning BIG , the E IR will analyz e and disclose the environmental impacts associated with 
BIG ’s implementation and all discretionary actions associated with BIG  in compliance with CE Q A. 
BIG ’s proposed improvements within the BIG  Specific Plan area will be processed in accordance 
with the BIG  Specific Plan and those outside the BIG  Specific Plan area in accordance with the 
applicable z oning regulations and development standards in effect at the time an application is 
submitted. This E IR is intended to provide BIG  with environmental clearance under CE Q A. All 
future discretionary actions would be examined in light of the E IR to determine whether any further 
environmental clearance is required. 

This transmittal constitutes the official NOP for the E IR and serves as a request for environmental 
information that you or your organiz ation believe should be included or addressed in the E IR 
document. Please be sure to address the scope and content of environmental information or 
issues that may relate to your agency’s statutory responsibilities in connection to the Project.

If you have any questions or require additional information regarding this NOP, please email 
generalplan@ barstowca.org. 

Attachments:
F igure 1 Regional Location
F igure 2 G eneral Plan Area Aerial
F igure 3 BIG  Conceptual Site Plan
F igure 4 BIG  Offsite Rail Improvements 
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1. Please confirm that solid waste services for the City of Barstow and SOI are provided
Burrtec.

2. Please confirm that the disposal site used for the City and SOI’s solid waste is the
Barstow Sanitary Landfill.

a. What additional sites, if any, are planned for solid waste disposal in the future?

3. Please confirm or update the information in Table 1, obtained from CalRecycle,
regarding the landfill’s location, current remaining capacity, maximum capacity,
estimated close date, and maximum daily load.

Table 1 Landfill Capacity 

Landfill Location 

Current 
Remaining 
Capacity 

(cubic yards) 

Maximum 
Capacity 

(cubic 
yards) 

Estimated 
Close Date 

Maximum 
Daily Load 
(tons/day) 

Barstow Sanitary 
Landfill 

32553 Barstow Rd 
Barstow, CA 92311 71,481,660 80,354,500 2071 1,500 

4. What generation rates are used to estimate solid waste service requirements for various
land uses (residential, commercial, industrial) in pounds/day or tons/year?

The unincorporated area outside the City of Barstow is serviced by Burrtec.  The County is 
not involved with solid waste services within the city.  

Confirmed.

None at this time.  

Confirmed.  

The County does not use generation rates to estimate solid waste service.  
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5. Is San Bernardino County currently meeting AB 939 goals?

6. Are the existing landfill facilities able to accommodate buildout of the proposed project,
as listed in Table 1 of the NOP? If not, what additional facilities would be needed?

7. Please provide any additional comments you may have regarding the proposed project.

Response Prepared By: 

Name Title 

Agency Date 

Yes. 

The average tons per day received at the Barstow Landfill is around 300 tons/day.  We are
permitted to accept 1,500 tons per day.  Based on the estimated population increase,
it is estimated that the existing facility is able to accommodate the buildout.  

Darren Meeka Deputy Director

San Bernardino County - Department of Public Works March 18, 2024
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