
The United States Army Corps of Engineers San Francisco District proposes to continue maintenance dredging of the 
federal navigation channels in San Francisco Bay to maintain their navigability for dredging years 2025 to 2034. The San 
Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board will consider issuing a Clean Water Act Section 401 Water Quality 
Certification and Waste Discharge Requirements pursuant to the State of California’s Porter-Cologne Water Quality 
Control Act for USACE’s continued maintenance dredging operations in SF Bay. Dredging involves the excavation of 
accumulated sediment from the channel, as well as the transportation and placement of the sediment at a permitted 
location, consistent with permit conditions established by applicable regulatory agencies. Sediment must be tested for 
suitability for placement at any site. 

The Draft EA/EIR evaluates the potential environmental impacts of the proposed project and its alternatives. The 
analysis will support decision making by USACE, the Regional Water Board, and other agencies regarding 
implementation of the proposed project, and will satisfy compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
and the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). Additionally, the EA/EIR includes an appendix with a draft Clean 
Water Act Section 404(b)(1) analysis for maintenance dredging. 
 
Under NEPA, USACE determined that the proposed project would not significantly affect the quality of the physical, 
biological, and human environment under any of the alternatives. 
Under CEQA, the Regional Water Board determined that the No Project Alternative would have significant project and 
cumulative impacts to longfin smelt from entrainment, which could be reduced to less than significant levels with 
mitigation. The Regional Water Board determined that the proposed project, which comprises the No Project Alternative 
and two other alternatives, could potentially have other significant impacts to cultural and archeological resources, which 
could be mitigated to less than significant levels. 
Mitigation: 
BI1-1: Compensatory Mitigation; CT1.-1: Cultural Resources Monitoring Program; CT1-2: Inadvertent Archaeological 
Discovery; CT2-1: Treatment of Human Remains 
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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by 
agencies and the public. 

Alternatives evaluated in the EA EIR examine impacts from in-Bay disposal. Some alternatives will result in increased 
in-Bay disposal compared to CEQA Baseline. In-Bay disposal limits have been established from the Long-Term 
Management Strategy for the Placement of Dredged Material in the Bay Region and regulated through policies set by the 
Bay Conservation and Development Commission and San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board. 

 
USACE has been permitted to dredge Richmond Outer Harbor and Pinole Shoal (San Pablo Bay) channels every other 
year by hydraulic dredge to minimize impacts to longfin smelt. It is the view of the state resource agency with jurisdiction 
over longfin smelt that hydraulic hopper dredging entrains individuals and represents a take of the endangered species. 
In the previous EA/EIR, the impact to longfin smelt was mitigated to less than significant by hopper dredging only one 
channel in San Francisco Bay in a given year and limiting dredging to the environmental work windows. As such, the 
discussion around some alternatives expanding hydraulic hopper dredging in San Francisco Bay is potentially 
controversial, even though the purpose in doing so is to restore more wetland habitat, which would directly benefit longfin 
smelt and other biota by providing refugia and habitat space in the tidal channels. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project. 

 


