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Re: Irwindale Brew Yard Specific Plan SCH 2024020415 – Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) 
 
Dear Brandi Jones, 

 

The California Public Utilities Commission (Commission/CPUC) has jurisdiction over rail crossings 
(crossings) in California. The CPUC ensures that crossings are safely designed, constructed, and 
maintained.  The Commission’s Rail Crossings Engineering Branch (RCEB) is in receipt of the Draft 
Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the Irwindale Brew Yard Specific Plan Project (Project). The 
City of Irwindale (City) is the lead agency. 

 

The project site is an approximately 150.1-acre area located in the northeastern portion of the City of 
Irwindale and is generally bounded by Interstate 210 (I-210) to the north, the Irwindale Brew Yard 
facility and Irwindale Avenue to the east, First Street to the south, and the Santa Fe Dam Recreation 
Area to the west. The Irwindale Brew Yard Specific Plan would allow for up to 3,000,000 square feet of 
industrial/business park uses and 12,000 square feet of commercial uses. Planning Area 1 would 
comprise approximately 143.9 acres and accommodate the primary industrial/business park 
development, including e-commerce and logistics distribution, warehousing, cold storage, light 
manufacturing, research and development, and showroom uses. Planning Area 2 would comprise 
approximately 6.2 acres and allow commercial and retail uses, including retail and food sales, commercial 
services, and quick-service, dine-in, and potentially drive-through eating establishments. Vehicular access 
to the project would be provided from two access points along First Street. The western access at First 
Street at Martin Road would serve the industrial area and function as the primary ingress/egress point 
for truck traffic. The eastern access at the existing Irwindale Brew Yard driveway would primarily serve 
the commercial area.  

 

The project site is adjacent to the First Street at-grade highway-rail crossing (crossing) (DOT# 
747289G, CPUC #001BBQ-504.09). First Street is an east-west, 4-lane roadway with street parking and 
a sidewalk only on the south side of the roadway. The crossing is equipped with two CPUC Standard 9-
A warning devices (gate arms and a cantilever with flashing lights). The project site also includes an 
existing private railroad crossing that crosses the main entrance to the Irwindale Brew Yard and an 
existing private railroad crossing within the Irwindale Brew Yard facility. The DEIR notes that the spur 
track in the middle of the project site, shown on Figure 2-23 and encompasses these two existing private 
crossings, will need to be removed to implement the Project. 

 

The Project proposes a roundabout at First Street at Martin Road and new pedestrian and bicycle 
improvements along First Street and Irwindale Avenue. New public sidewalks would be installed along 
the west side of Irwindale Avenue and the north side of First Street. A Class IV bicycle lane would be 
provided along Irwindale Avenue, while improvements along First Street would include a 12-foot 

 

https://ceqanet.lci.ca.gov/2024020415/2
https://maps.app.goo.gl/MyVF3wZYRF7R85B48
https://maps.app.goo.gl/MyVF3wZYRF7R85B48
https://maps.app.goo.gl/mTun3Jcq2imxBtC27
https://maps.app.goo.gl/mTun3Jcq2imxBtC27
https://maps.app.goo.gl/TD8GqGQd2KHJ3wy68
https://www.google.com/maps/place/34%C2%B007'17.8%22N+117%C2%B056'08.6%22W/@34.121616,-117.9363557,228m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m4!3m3!8m2!3d34.121616!4d-117.935712?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDkwOC4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://maps.app.goo.gl/NkcceCqfFht8mNfP9
https://www.google.com/maps/place/34%C2%B007'27.6%22N+117%C2%B056'28.4%22W/@34.124327,-117.9422986,455m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m10!1m5!3m4!2zMzTCsDA3JzE3LjkiTiAxMTfCsDU2JzA5LjYiVw!8m2!3d34.1216389!4d-117.936!3m3!8m2!3d34.124327!4d-117.941216?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDkwOC4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/34%C2%B007'27.6%22N+117%C2%B056'28.4%22W/@34.124327,-117.9422986,455m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m10!1m5!3m4!2zMzTCsDA3JzE3LjkiTiAxMTfCsDU2JzA5LjYiVw!8m2!3d34.1216389!4d-117.936!3m3!8m2!3d34.124327!4d-117.941216?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDkwOC4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://maps.app.goo.gl/mTun3Jcq2imxBtC27
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easement on the north side of the street to accommodate an 8-foot Class I multi-use path with 2-foot 
shoulders.  

 

Given the proposed increase in industrial, commercial, truck, pedestrian, and bicycle activity, the City 
should evaluate the potential impacts of the development on the existing crossing. In particular, the 
proposed multi-use path along the north side of First Street should be evaluated to determine how 
pedestrians and bicyclists will be accommodated through the existing crossing and whether crossing 
improvements are warranted, such as concrete crossing panel extensions, modifications or additions to 
active railroad warning devices, installation of raised medians, pedestrian warning treatments, and 
additional lighting at the crossing for roadway and path users. These measures can be accomplished 
through a capital project funded by the City or a condition of approval for the development, and should 
also bring the crossings up to current standards and in compliance with ADA requirements. 

 

The proposed First Street at Martin Road roundabout should also be evaluated in relation to the First 
Street railroad crossing to ensure that project-generated traffic does not result in queues extending into 
or across the tracks. The DEIR identifies the operating railroad track approximately 750 feet east of the 
proposed roundabout and estimates queues of approximately 125 to 150 feet under the evaluated 
conditions. The final traffic analysis should confirm that adequate storage is maintained under future 
project conditions and determine whether any queue mitigation measures, such as traffic-control 
coordination or railroad preemption, is necessary. 

 
Any proposed crossing modifications, including the installation the multi-use path on approach to and 
through the crossing, will require authorization from the CPUC through a General Order 88-B request 
and must also conform to the goals of the CPUC’s Environmental and Social Justice Action Plan. This 
includes improving safety and access to transportation, improving local air quality and public health, and 
expanding outreach and public participation opportunities in disadvantaged communities. For more 
information, please visit https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/esjactionplan.  
 

Lastly, RCEB would like to clarify two items stated in the DEIR. In section 3.14.5, under the heading of 
“Rail: Transit and Freight”, the DEIR states that “the CPUC would be the responsible agency for any 
modification to the at-grade crossing…and no comments from the CPUC were received by the City 
during the scoping period…”.  

 

First, as stated at the beginning of this letter, the CPUC has jurisdiction over rail crossings in California. 
The CPUC’s role in any modifications to any crossings is strictly regulatory oversight to ensure that 
crossings are designed appropriately for the area that it is located in. The roadway authority, in this case, 
the City of Irwindale, is typically the responsible agency for providing any modifications to the crossing. 
As noted above, any proposed crossing modifications will require authorization from the CPUC 
through RCEB under the GO88-B process. The City and/or the Project is responsible to reach out to 
RCEB to discuss the modifications proposed at the crossing and obtain authorization for the 
modifications. 

 

Secondly, the CPUC is comprised of many different divisions. RCEB specifically was not made aware of 
the scoping period for this project and it may have been missed by staff in past review of CEQA 
submittals. The Los Angeles Metropolitan Transportation Authority provided a comment letter to the 
Project’s Notice of Preparation (NOP) on March 11, 2024, stating that the CPUC should be contacted 
in consultation efforts for the Project. As such, the City and/or the Project should have made effort to 
contact RCEB to inform us of and discuss the Project. Though the City and/or the Project may have 

https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/industries-and-topics/rail-safety/rail-crossings-and-engineering/go-88-b-modification-of-an-existing-rail-crossing
https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/esjactionplan
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not known to reach out to RCEB directly, the general outreach staff for CPUC would have directed any 
railroad crossing inquiries to RCEB. To date, RCEB has not been contacted by the City or the Project 
to inform us of and discuss this development, other than RCEB staff locating this DEIR on the CEQA 
website. 

 
RCEB staff is available to discuss any potential safety impacts or concerns at the crossings and address 
any questions from the City. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Sally Nguyen at (213) 334-9366, or sally.nguyen@cpuc.ca.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Anh Truong, PE 

Senior Utilities Engineer (Supervisor) 
Rail Crossings Engineering Branch 
Rail Safety Division 
 
 
cc: State Clearinghouse, state.clearinghouse@opr.ca.gov  
 JoAnn C. Hadfield, jhadfield@placeworks.com 

Kenneth Tom, UPRR, ktom@up.com  
Nick Vineyard, Benesch (UPRR Public Projects Consultant), NVineyard@benesch.com 
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