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Overview of pit from northwest corner, facing southeast.  
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Overview of pit from the southeast corner, facing northwest.  
 

 
Remaining drainage pipe at northern face of quarry. 
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DPR 523A (9/2013)         *Required information 

Page 1 of 12 *Resource Name or #:  Reliance Pit No. 1  
P1. Other Identifier:  
P2. Location:   Not for Publication     Unrestricted  
  a. County: Los Angeles 
     b. USGS 7.5' Quad: Baldwin Park     Date: 1981 T  ; R  ;  ¼ of  ¼ of Sec  ; S.B.B.M. 
 c. Address:                                          City: Irwindale Zip: 91706  
 d. UTM:  Zone:  ;   mE/   mN  
 e. Other Locational Data: APN: 8533-009-026                                                Elevation:   
 

P3a. Description:  
Reliance Pit No. 1 is a large gravel quarry which began operations in ca. 1928. This site is a large open pit measuring 
222 meters north to south and 582 meters east to west. It is estimated to be 125 feet deep. The quarry ceased 
operations by 1938 and none of the equipment associated with the quarry remains. The pit is heavily overgrown by 
dense vegetation. A concrete drainage culvert, located at the northwest end of the quarry, was installed ca. 1990s 
which drains water from the MillerCoors brewery to the north into the quarry basin.  
 
 

P3b. Resource Attributes: AH9. Quarry 
P4. Resources Present: Building Structure Object Site District Element of District Other  

P5b. Description of Photo:  
Overview of quarry from the 
westernmost end, facing east; 
photo taken December 1, 2025 
 
P6. Date Constructed/Age and 
Sources: Historic  
Prehistoric Both 
Ca. 1928 
 
P7. Owner and Address:   
 
P8. Recorded by:   
Shannon Lopez 
Cogstone Resource 
Management; 1518 W. Taft 
Ave., Orange, CA 92865 
 
P9. Date Recorded:   
December 12, 2025 
 
P10. Survey Type:  
Pedestrian Survey 
 

P11. Report Citation:  
 

 
 
 

Attachments: NONE  Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object 
Record Archaeological Record  District Record  Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record  Rock Art 
Record Artifact Record  Photograph Record   Other  
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A1.  Dimensions:  a. Length: 582m. (east to west)   b. Width: 222m. (north to south) 
  Method of Measurement:   Paced     Taped     Visual estimate     Other: GIS 

 Method of Determination:  Artifacts    Features    Soil    Vegetation    Topography 
 Cut bank    Animal burrow    Excavation    Property boundary    Other   

  Reliability of Determination:  High    Medium     Low    Explain:   
Limitations:  Restricted access    Paved/built over    Site limits incompletely defined 
 Disturbances    Vegetation     Other  

 
A2. Depth: 125 feet   None  Unknown Method of Determination: 1939 topographic map 
A3. Human Remains:   Present    Absent    Possible    Unknown 
 

A4. Features: Concrete drainage culvert at the western end of the quarry is likely not historic in age.  
 
 

A5. Cultural Constituents: None 
 

A6. Were Specimens Collected?   No     Yes   
A7. Site Condition:   Good     Fair     Poor 
Heavily overgrown by vegetation  
A8. Nearest Water:  San Gabriel River approx. 1000ft west and Santa Fe Flood Control Basin to the west 
A9. Elevation:  525 feet above sea level 
A10. Environmental Setting: Industrial development to the north, east, and south. Santa Fe Flood Control Basin to 
the west.  
 

A11. Historical Information: While the exact date that Reliance Pit 1 was established is not clear, a review of a 1925 
United States Geological Survey (USGS) topographic map depicts railroad spurs and several buildings to the west of 
the pit, though any meaningful excavation is not marked as seen with the numerous gravel pits to the north (Azusa, 
1:24,000, 1925). The mine is in operation by 1928 (FrameFinder 1928), however review of a 1938 aerial photograph 
(FrameFinder 1938) shows no significant expansion of the mine when compared to the 1928 aerial. The presence of 
vegetation and trees inside the pit infers the mine was abandoned for some time prior to 1938.  

 
A12. Age:   Prehistoric    Protohistoric    1542-1769    1769-1848    1848-1880    1880-1914    1914-

1945  Post 1945  Undetermined      
 
 
A13. Interpretations: This gravel quarry was likely exhausted within 10 years of the beginning of mining (late 

1920s/1930s). No attempts to restart mining efforts are known.  
 
 
A14. Remarks:   
A15. References: See Continuation Sheet 
A16. Photographs:  See Continuation Sheet        Original Media/Negatives Kept at:  Cogstone 
 
A17. Form Prepared by: Shannon Lopez                Date: December 16, 2025 
 Affiliation and Address:  Cogstone Resource Management; 1518 W. Taft Ave., Orange, CA 92865 
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Criteria A/1 
Is this resource associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
history? 
Based on a review of historic United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) aerial photographs, operations at 
Reliance Pit No. 1 lasted for less than a decade (ca. 1928-ca. 1938). It is unclear if exhaustion of materials at this 
location is the cause for cessation of work, however, it is clear mining never resumed in the following century. The 
quarry’s period of operation is far shorter when compared to other quarries/mines owned and operated by its parent 
company, Conrock Co., or the numerous gravel quarries in Irwindale and the surrounding area. While gravel was 
valued at the time for construction projects throughout Southern California, Reliance Pit No. 1 was one of many gravel 
quarries operating in the late 1920s/1930s and due to its short period of operation was limited in its overall output and 
subsequent contributions to regional development. Therefore, due to a lack of significance, this resource is 
recommended not eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) under Criterion A or the 
California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR) under Criterion 1.  
 
Criteria B/2  
Is this resource associated with the lives of significant persons of the past?  
Reliance Pit No. 1 is not associated with the lives of individuals considered significant to history but is associated with 
Consolidated Rock Products Co. (Conrock Co.) which at the company’s peak provided the majority of construction 
grade gravel in sand in Southern California. However, Reliance Pit No. 1’s 10-year (or less) period of operation is 
insignificant to the overall operation and output of the company’s history. Therefore, due to a lack of significance, 
Reliance Pit No. 1 is recommended not eligible for listing in the NRHP under Criterion B or the CRHR under Criterion 
2.  
 
Criteria C/3  
Does this resource embody distinctive characteristics of type, period, or method of construction or represent 
the work of a master, or possess high artistic value, or represent a significant and distinguishable entity 
those components may lack individual distinction?  
Reliance Pit No.1 is an unremarkable open gravel pit and does not posses distinctive characteristics, nor represent 
the work of a master or posses high artistic value. Therefore, this resource is recommended not eligible for listing in 
the NRHP under Criterion C or the CRHR under Criterion 3.  
 
Criteria D/4 
Has this resource yielded or may likely yield information important in history or prehistory?  
Criterion 4 is most often applied to archaeological sites and districts but can also apply to buildings, structures, and/or 
objects. This resource does not exhibit a local variation of a standard design or construction technique that can yield 
important information (such as construction expertise or availability of local materials). Therefore, this resource is 
recommended not eligible for listing in the NRHP under Criterion D or the CRHR under Criterion 4. 
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MINING INDUSTRY IN IRWINDALE 
From 1900 to 1930, Los Angeles experienced rapid development in both population and cityscape which required an 
enormous need for new roads and buildings. Construction grade aggregate (crushed rock and gravel) and sand were 
now in high demand and Irwindale was in a prime position to meet these needs. Due to Irwindale’s location near the 
San Gabriel River and its massive rock and gravel deposits, mining became the town’s core industry (Petersen 2016). 
 
By the 1950s, 70% of Irwindale was occupied by 17 mining sites. Millions of tons of gravel were extracted to build 
Southern California’s roads, generating millions of dollars. A total of 19 quarries (some deep enough to swallow a 20-
story building) spread across Irwindale and were operated by major mining companies such as Conrock, Livingston-
Graham Division, Blue Daimond, and Owl Rock (The Los Angeles Times 1984a). The large amount of wealth 
produced by these mines made Irwindale very attractive to neighboring cities who considered annexation of the 
prospering town. To avoid annexation and the potential of higher taxation, the leaders of the mining companies 
reached out to town leaders to move towards incorporation. In 1957 an election for incorporation was held and passed 
(Petersen 2016). 
 
 
CONSOLIDATED ROCK PRODUCTS CO. (CONROCK CO.) 
The company originated in February of 1929 when Lee A. Phillips, President of the Pacific Finance Corporation and 
vice-president of Pacific Mutual Life Insurance Company, announced one of the largest mergers in Los Angeles 
history. Overseen by three of the largest banking houses in Los Angeles, the consolidation of Union Rock Company, 
Consumers’ Rock and Gravel Company, Inc., Reliance Rock Company, and numerous smaller groups led to the 
formation of the Consolidated Rock Products Company (Conrock). In total these companies supplied over 75% of all 
construction grade sand, rock, and gravel in Southern California. At its founding, Conrock was reported as the largest 
company of its kind in the world (The Los Angeles Times 1929).  
 
In May of 1935, Conrock and its subsidiaries (Union Rock Company and Consumers’ Rock and Gravel Company) 
filed a petition with the United States District Court to reorganize under the Bankruptcy Act (The Los Angeles Times 
1935). In November of that year, charges were brought against directors of the company for conspiracy to defraud the 
public and stock holders as inspection of the company’s books traced the secret sale of company shares valued in the 
millions (equal to tens of millions in current estimated value). The fraud was initially discovered by members of an  
independent stockholders’ committee of Conrock, who for six weeks led the investigation and forwarded their findings 
to the Better Business Bureau (The Los Angeles Evening Post-Record 1935). The company’s fortunes did not 
improve that decade as in 1938, it filed a first quarter statement stating a consolidated net loss of $61,056 
(approximately $1.3 million in current estimated value) and the year prior a $37,403 net loss (approximately $830,000 
in current estimated value; The San Francisco Call Bulletin 1938).  
 
Despite their previous financial difficulties, the company persevered and by the 1950s it continued its mining 
operations and maintained two plants in Sun Valley (a neighborhood in Los Angeles) and a large fleet of truck drivers 
(Valley Times 1953). In 1970, the company completed a new $150,000 concrete plant in Moorpark, Los Angeles with 
the production capacity of 200 cubic yards of concrete per hour (Simi Valley Star 1970). In 1977, Conrock operated a 
total of 12 mines in Southern California; five of these were located in Los Angels County and one (the Sun Valley #2 
Pit) was the number #5 gravel producer in the entire country. The Reliance Pit (likely Reliance Pit No. 2 to the 
northeast of Reliance Pit No. 1) is included the company’s list of mining operations (Bureau of Mines 1979). By 1979, 
the U.S. Bureau of Mines documented “Conrock Co.” with a total of 18 active operations in California which produced 
construction grade sand and gravel (Bureau of Mines 1981). In June of 1984, Conrock Co. merged with California 
Portland Cement Co. and was renamed CalMat Properties Co. (The Los Angeles Times 1984b). 
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1928 USDA Aerial photograph of Reliance Pit No. 1 (FrameFinder 1928).
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1939 topographic map of Reliance Pit No. 1 (USGS Topographic Map 1939).  
*The elevation of the outer depression contour is 525 feet above sea level. The elevation of the inner 
depression contour is 125 feet lower, or 400 feet above sea level. There appears to be moderate changes to 
the overall footprint of the quarry when compared to the 1928 USDA aerial photograph.  
 



State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#   
CONTINUATION SHEET Trinomial   

DPR 523L (9/2013) *Required information 

Page 8 of 12 *Resource Name or #  Reliance Pit No. 1        Continuation  Update 
 
 

 
1953 Topographic map of Reliance Pit No. 1 (USGS Topographic Map 1953). 
*There appears to be no notable change to the overall footprint or depth of Reliance Pit No. 1 when compared 
to the 1939 topographic map, inferring there had been no significant excavation of this quarry since at least 
1939.  
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1960 USDA aerial photograph of Reliance Pit No. 1 (FrameFinder 1960).  
*No change to the footprint of the quarry is seen when compared the to 1939 and 1953 USGS topographic 
maps. The aerial also shows the interior of the quarry is densly vegetated indicating a long term lack of 
activity.  
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Overview of quarry from westernmost end, facing east.  
 

 
Drainage culvert installed ca. 1990s from MillerCoors brewery to the north, at western end of quarry. 
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Eastern end of quarry, facing north (access restricted by fence).  
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DPR 523A (9/2013)         *Required information 

Page 1 of 11 *Resource Name or #:  Miller Coors Brewery (Secondary Buildings)  
P1. Other Identifier:  
P2. Location:   Not for Publication     Unrestricted  
  a. County: Los Angeles 
     b. USGS 7.5' Quad:  Azusa          Date: 1995       T  ; R  ;  ¼ of  ¼ of Sec  ; S.B.B.M. 
 c. Address: 15801 W 1st Street         City: Irwindale Zip: 91706  
 d. UTM:  Zone:  ;   mE/   mN  
 e. Other Locational Data: APN: 8533-009-025                     Elevation:   
   

P3a. Description:  
The Irwindale Brew Yard Training Center and Warehouse are secondary buildings associated with the Miller Brewery 
Co. facility (now Miller Coors, located at 15801 W 1st Street). The Irwindale Brew Yard Training Center is a small one-
story building located to the east of the brewery at 6235 N. Irwindale Avenue and the warehouse is located within 
Irwindale Brew Yard to the southwest of the brewery. Both buildings are within APN: 8533-009-028 along with the 
brewery, however, these buildings are no longer owned by the brewery. The brewery is not included in this site form as 
it was outside of the Project’s area of study. See Continuation Sheet 
 

P3b. Resource Attributes: HP15. Educational Building (Training Center), HP4. Ancillary building 
P4. Resources Present: Building Structure Object Site District Element of District Other  

P5b. Description of Photo:  
Training Center, south façade 
(left) and east elevation (right)., 
facing northwest.   
 
P6. Date Constructed/Age and 
Sources: Historic  
Prehistoric Both 
Ca. 1979 (NETROnline 1979) 
 
P7. Owner and Address:   
 
P8. Recorded by:   
Shannon Lopez 
Cogstone Resource 
Management; 1518 W. Taft 
Ave., Orange, CA 92865 
 
P9. Date Recorded:   
December 12, 2025 
 
P10. Survey Type: Pedestrian 
survey 

 
P11. Report Citation: Cultural and Paleontological Resources Assessment for the Brew Yard Development Project, 
City of Irwindale, Los Angeles County, California. Prepared for: JoAnn Hadfield, PlaceWorks. Prepared by: John Gust, 
Ph.D, RPA Kim Scott, M.S., Shannon Lopez, M.A.., Cogstone. January 2026. 
 

Attachments: NONE  Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object 
Record Archaeological Record  District Record  Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record  Rock Art 
Record Artifact Record  Photograph Record   Other  
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Page 2 of 11               *Resource Name or #: Miller Coors Brewery (Ancillary Buildings)         Status Code: 6Z  
 
B1. Historic Name: MillerCoors Training Center 
B2. Common Name: Irwindale Brew Yard Training Center and Warehouse                                                                         
B3. Original Use: Training center company event venue and Warehouse                                                                                
B4. Present Use: Training Center, warehouse (remains in use)                             
*B5. Architectural Style: Training Center- Modern Style; Warehouse- Utilitarian                                                                        
*B6. Construction History: Based on a review of United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) historic aerials and 
consultation with the current property owner, the Training Center was likely built ca. 1979 (NETROnline 1979) to serve 
as a training center for the brewery and occasionally as a company event venue. The training center is currently called 
the Irwindale Brew Yard Training Center. The warehouse was also built ca. 1979 and was expanded at the western 
elevation sometime between 1982 and 1987 (Framefinder 1982; NETROnline 1987).  
 
 
*B7. Moved?   No   Yes   Unknown   Date:                     Original Location:                    
*B8. Related Features: 
Miller Brewery Co./ MillerCoors brewery within same APN.  
 
B9a. Architect: Not known                      b. Builder: Not known                          
*B10. Significance: None               Theme: Commercial Development   Area: Irwindale, CA                            
 Period of Significance: ca. 1979       Property Type: Educational Building and Ancillary Building                                

Applicable Criteria: None 
 
Criteria A/1 
Is this resource associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
history? 
The Training Center and Warehouse are secondary buildings constructed for the support of the Miller Brewery Company 
facility (now MillerCoors Brewery). The construction and operation of the brewery itself represented an important shift in 
the City of Irwindale’s economy which previously relied heavily on the gravel mining industry. The eligibility of the 
brewery as a cultural resource for historic listing is not known at this time and will require documentation and 
assessment for historic integrity. However, the secondary buildings documented within this site form (the Training Center 
and Warehouse), while known as associated with the brewery, do not retain sufficient historic significance for listing on 
their own merit for association with events considered significant to history. Therefore, the Training Center and the 
Warehouse are recommended not eligible for independent listing in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) 
under Criterion A or the California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR) under Criterion 1.  
 
See Continuation Sheet  
 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes:  
*B12. References: 
See Continuation Sheet 
 
 
B13. Remarks: 
 
 
*B14. Evaluator: Shannon Lopez                                                                              

*Date of Evaluation: December 16, 2025                               

(This space reserved for official comments.)  
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P3A. DESCRIPTION CONT. 
 
Training Center  
The Training Center, built in ca. 1979, is a small one-story building built in the Modern Style. It has a multi-leveled flat 
roof with eave overhangs over the main entrance at the south façade and window wall sections at the east elevation. 
The exterior walls are concrete with lined embossing which give the appearance of concrete blocks. Rough-textured 
concrete is present at the wide eave level which wraps around the east and north elevations. The primary entrance at 
the eastern end of the south façade is composed of glass double doors with steel frames and accompanied by 
sidelights and transom windows. A corrugated unsupported metal overhang projects several feet over the main 
entrance.  
 
At the center of the east elevation there are two matching window wall sections which are partitioned by rough-
textured concrete pilasters. These window walls each consist of six large glass panes, three vertical rectangular 
panes at the top and three square panes at the bottom. At the north elevation, the only notable feature is a window 
wall section at the eastern end of the elevation with two vertical rectangular panes on top of two square panes. At the 
west elevation is steel access ladder for roof access, a flush pedestrian door, and a roll-up service door. A wide porch 
overhang, supported by eight tall steel posts, spans the majority of this elevation.  
 
Warehouse 
Built in ca. 1979, the Warehouse is a large, one-story, Utilitarian style building. It’s built on a concrete foundation, has 
a rectangular footprint, and low-pitched gabled roof with no eave overhang. The roof is clad in corrugated metal 
sheets as is the exterior of the building at all elevations. The primary entrance is located at the west façade and 
consists of two very large roll-up garage doors. There are no fenestration openings at the south elevation. At the north 
elevation are two large roll-up garage doors, with a flush pedestrian door to the west of each garage door. Due to 
access restrictions, the western end of the building was not accessed, however a large steel framed shelter, built 
sometime between 1982 and 1987, is fixed to the western end of this building.  
 
 
BACKGROUND HISTORY 
MILLER COORS BREWERY (IRWINDALE PLANT) 
In 1977, the Irwindale Redevelopment Agency purchased 220 acres from Conrock and gave it to the Miller Brewing 
Company for their new brewery. The Miller Brewing Company broke ground in October of 1977 (Valley News 1977) 
and completed construction in late 1979. The Brewery opened in January of 1980 consisting of the brewery, a parking 
area (for truck trailers), training center (currently the Irwindale Brew Yard Training Center), and existing storage 
building. An article from July of 1980 reported the new facility cost $170 million (The Los Angeles Times 1980).  
 
In August of 1980, the facility was in full operation with 900 employees and producing 5 million barrels a year and 
regarded one of the most modern breweries in the country.  The Irwindale plant represented a replacement for the 
Miller brewery in Azusa (facility constructed in 1948 by original owner General Brewing Corp.) which employed 500 
workers and produced 2 million barrels per year (The Los Angeles Times 1980). The Irwindale plant’s public relations 
manager, Robert Alaniz, estimated the facility would contribute $151 million to the state’s economy as the result of 
wages, production costs, and material purchases.  The brewery produced three types of Miller beer: Miller High Life, 
Miller Lite, and Lowenbrau.  
 
The brewery changed its name to MillerCoors following the joint venture between SABMiller and Molson Coors in 
2008. In 2020, Pabst Brewing Company finalized acquisition of the Irwindale facility via its subsidiary Irwindale Brew 
Yard (IBY LLC) (Kendall 2020).  
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*B10. BUILT ENVIRONMENT ASSESSMENT CONT.  
 
Criteria B/2  
Is this resource associated with the lives of significant persons of the past? 
These secondary buildings are associated with the operational support of the MillerCoor’s brewery. They are not 
associated with the lives of individuals considered significant to history. Therefore, these buildings are recommended 
not eligible for listing in the NRHP under Criterion B or the CRHR under Criterion 2.  
 
Criteria C/3  
Does this resource embody distinctive characteristics of type, period, or method of construction or represent 
the work of a master, or possess high artistic value, or represent a significant and distinguishable entity 
those components may lack individual distinction? 
The Training Center is an example of Modern style and the Warehouse is Utilitarian in style. Neither are exemplary 
representations of their architectural style and do not represent the work of a master architect, nor possess high 
artistic value. Therefore, these buildings are recommended not eligible for listing in the NRHP under Criterion C and 
the CRHR under Criterion 3.  
 
Criteria D/4 
Has this resource yielded or may likely yield information important in history or prehistory?  
Criterion 4 is most often applied to archaeological sites and districts but can also apply to buildings, structures, and/or 
objects. These buildings do not exhibit a local variation of a standard design or construction technique that can yield 
important information (such as construction expertise or availability of local materials). Therefore, these buildings are 
recommended not eligible for listing in the NRHP under Criterion D or the CRHR under Criterion 4. 
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MillerCoors Training Center (currently called the Irwindale Brew Yard Training Center) 
 

 
Primary entrance at south façade, facing north.  
 
 

 
East elevation, facing west. 
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North elevation (left) and west elevation (right), facing southeast.  
 

 
West elevation (left) and south façade (right), facing northwest.  
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Parking area for Training Center to south of building, facing southwest.  

TRAINING 
CENTER 
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Warehouse 
 

 
West façade, facing southwest.  
 
 

 
North elevation and partial west elevation, facing southeast.  
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South elevation, facing north.  
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1982 USDA aerial (FrameFinder 1982). Red: Warehouse; Blue: Training Center.  

Brewery 
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