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Yuba County Water Agency
1220 F Street
Marysville, CA 95901

Yuba
916 8th Street, Suite 107

Marysville, CA 95901

Hallwood Irrigation Company Seepage Loss Prevention Project 

Yuba County Water Agency

Unincorporated Yuba County, next to State Route 20, 39°11'43.13"N, 121°31'38.29"W

Unincorporated Yuba

Yuba County Water Agency proposes installation of a new liner (795 feet) to an existing concrete lined irrigation ditch
along State Route 20 that is experiencing excessive water seepage. Barbed wire fencing along the area will be removed
and replaced. A 12-inch by 12-inch deep anchor trench will also be constructed on the south side of the ditch.

Yuba County Water Agency
Yuba County Water Agency

X

The project consists of maintenance and minor alteration of an existing irrigation ditch.
The project would not result in any significant adverse environmental impact and is not
barred by any exceptions identified in CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 Exceptions.

Jacob Vander Meulen 530-443-7412

■

Environmental Manager

■ ■
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Special-Status Plant Species with the Potential to Occur in the Project Study Area 
 

Common and 
Scientific Name 

Legal Status1 
Lifeform Distribution Habitat Association Identification 

Period 

Habitat 
Present/ 
Absent2 

Rationale3 Federal/State/C
NPS 

Ferris’ milk-vetch 
Astragalus tener 
var. ferrisiae 

--/--/1B.1 Annual herb Butte, Colusa, Glenn, 
Solano4, Sutter, Yolo, and 
Yuba counties 

Vernally mesic 
meadows and seeps 
and subalkaline flats of 
valley and foothill 
grassland 
5 to 245 feet 

April – May  A No suitable habitat is 
present in the project 
area (i.e., no meadows 
and seeps, no 
subalkaline soils).  

Recurved larkspur 
Delphinium 
recurvatum 

--/--/1B.1 Perennial herb Alameda, Butte4, Contra 
Costa, Fresno, Kern, Kings, 
Madera, Merced, Monterey, 
San Benito, San Joaquin, 
San Luis Obispo, Santa 
Barbara, Solano, Sutter, 
Tulare, and Yuba counties 

Alkaline soils of 
chenopod scrub, 
cismontane woodland, 
and valley and foothill 
grassland 
10 to 2,590 feet 

March – June  A No suitable habitat is 
present in the project 
area (i.e., no alkaline 
soils). 

Veiny mondardella 
Monardella venosa 

--/--/1B.1 Annual herb Butte, Sutter, Tuolumne, and 
Yuba counties 

Clay soils of 
cismontane woodland 
and valley and foothill 
grassland 
195 to 1,345 feet 

May – July  A The project area occurs 
below the elevational 
range of this species.  

Hartweg’s golden 
sunburst 
Pseudobahia 
bahiifolia 

E/E/1B.2 Annual herb Fresno, Madera, Merced, 
Stanislaus, Sutter, 
Tuolumne, and Yuba4 

counties 

Clay and often acidic 
soils of cismontane 
woodland and valley 
and foothill grassland 
50 to 590 feet 

March – April  A No suitable habitat is 
present in the project 
area (i.e., no clay soils); 
Presumed extirpated 
from Yuba County 
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Common and 
Scientific Name 

Legal Status1 
Lifeform Distribution Habitat Association Identification 

Period 

Habitat 
Present/ 
Absent2 

Rationale3 Federal/State/C
NPS 

1Status explanations: 
-- = no listing. 
Federal 
E = listed as endangered under the federal Endangered Species Act. 
T = listed as threatened under the federal Endangered Species Act. 
State 
E = listed as endangered under the California Endangered Species Act. 
R = listed as rare under the California Endangered Species Act. 
T = listed as threatened under the California Endangered Species Act. 
 

California Native Plant Society 
1A = List 1A species: extirpated in California, rare or extinct elsewhere 
1B  = List 1B species: rare, threatened, or endangered in California and elsewhere. 
2B  = List 2B species: rare, threatened, or endangered in California but more common elsewhere. 
0.1  = Seriously threatened in California (over 80% of occurrences threatened/high degree and immediacy 
of threat) 
0.2  = Moderately threatened in California (20%-80% occurrences threatened/moderate degree and 
immediacy of threat) 
0.3  = Not very threatened in California (less than 20% of occurrences threatened/low degree and 
immediacy of threat or no current threats known) 
4  = Limited distribution in California 
 
2A = absent; HP = habitat present 
3 Rationale includes an effects determination under the FESA for all federally listed species. 

4 Presumed extirpated 

5 Presumed extirpated if once present 
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Special-Status Wildlife with the Potential to Occur in the Project Area 
 

Common and 
Scientific Name 

Legal Status1 
Distribution Habitat Association 

Habitat 
Present/ 
Absent2 

Rationale3 
Federal State 

Fish 

Green sturgeon 
(Southern 
Distinct 
Population 
Segment [DPS]) 
Acipenser 
medirostris pop. 
1 

T SSC Sacramento River and its 
tributaries. 

Found in both marine and 
freshwater along the entire CA 
coast. Spawn in turbulent, deep 
and large freshwater rivers. 
Preferred spawning substrate is 
large cobble, but can range from 
clean sand to bedrock. 

A No suitable habitat is present in 
the project area (i.e., no marine or 
freshwater habitat). 

Steelhead (Central 
Valley DPS) 
Oncorhynchus 
mykiss irideus 
pop. 11 

T -- The Sacramento and San 
Joaquin Rivers and their 
tributaries, excluding San 
Francisco and San Pablo Bays 
and their tributaries, and 
coastal marine waters off 
California. 

Central Valley rivers and 
streams. 

A No suitable habitat is present in 
the project area (i.e., no marine or 
freshwater habitat). 

Chinook salmon 
(Central Valley 
spring-run 
Evolutionarily 
Significant Unit 
[ESU]) 
Oncorhynchus 
tshawytscha pop. 11 

T T The Sacramento and San 
Joaquin Rivers and tributaries 
March to July. Young move to 
rearing areas in and through 
the Sacramento and San 
Joaquin Rivers, Delta, and San 
Pablo and San Francisco 
Bays. 

Central Valley rivers. A No suitable habitat is present in 
the project area (i.e., no marine or 
freshwater habitat). 

Crustaceans 
Conservancy fairy 

shrimp 
Branchinecta 
conservatio 

E -- Tehama, Butte, Glenn, Solano, 
Yolo, Stanislaus, Merced, and 
Ventura counties. 

Hardpan vernal pools. A No suitable habitat is present in 
the project area (i.e., no vernal 
pools). 

Vernal pool fairy 
shrimp 
Branchinecta 
lynchi 

T -- Central valley, central coast 
ranges, and south coast 
ranges. 

Vernal pools and seasonal 
wetlands. 

A No suitable habitat is present in 
the project area (i.e., no vernal 
pools). 
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Special-Status Wildlife with the Potential to Occur in the Project Area 
 

Common and 
Scientific Name 

Legal Status1 
Distribution Habitat Association 

Habitat 
Present/ 
Absent2 

Rationale3 
Federal State 

Vernal pool tadpole 
shrimp 
Lepidurus 
packardi 

E -- Shasta County south to 
Merced County. 

Vernal pools, seasonal wetlands, 
and ephemeral stock ponds. 

A No suitable habitat is present in 
the project area (i.e., no vernal 
pools). 

Amphibians 
Western spadefoot 

Spea hammondii 
PT SSC Originally found over most of 

California below 6,000 feet, 
west of the deserts and the 
Sierra-Cascade crest. 

Prefers open areas with sandy or 
gravelly soils, in a variety of 
habitats including mixed 
woodlands, grasslands, coastal 
sage scrub, chaparral, sandy 
washes, lowlands, river 
floodplains, alluvial fans, playas, 
alkali flats, foothills, and 
mountains. Rainpools which do 
not contain bullfrogs, fish, or 
crayfish are necessary for 
breeding. 

A Not known to occur in Yuba 
County. No suitable habitat is 
present in the project area (i.e., no 
sufficient aquatic habitat for 
breeding). 

Reptiles 
Northwestern pond 

turtle 
Actinemys 
marmorata 

PT SSC Found throughout California 
west of the Cascade-Sierras 
from near sea level to 4,700 ft 
in elevation. They are found in 
many of the Natomas Basin’s 
aquatic habitats.  

This species inhabits a variety of 
aquatic habitats provided there is 
permanent, year-round water, 
some aquatic vegetation, 
adequate basking sites, and 
suitable upland habitat for egg 
laying.  

A No suitable habitat is present in 
the project area (i.e., no year-
round aquatic habitat).  

Giant garter snake 
Thamnophis 
gigas 

T T Their range extends from Butte 
and Glenn counties in the 
north to Fresno County in the 
south of CA.  

Known to inhabit in a variety of 
agricultural, managed, and 
natural wetlands like marshes, 
sloughs, ponds, small lakes, and 
small streams. These snakes 
also live in artificial waters and 
agricultural wetlands like 
irrigation and drainage canals.  

A Construction would occur when 
the canal is dry and during this 
species’ inactive season; no 
suitable aquatic or upland habitat 
is present in the project area.   
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Special-Status Wildlife with the Potential to Occur in the Project Area 
 

Common and 
Scientific Name 

Legal Status1 
Distribution Habitat Association 

Habitat 
Present/ 
Absent2 

Rationale3 
Federal State 

Insects 
Monarch Butterfly  

Danaus 
plexippus  

C -- Western monarchs aggregate 
in clusters at forested groves 
scattered along 620 miles of 
the Pacific coast from 
Mendocino County to Baja 
California, Mexico. 

Very specific microclimate 
conditions, including dappled 
sunlight, high humidity, access to 
fresh water, and an absence of 
freezing temperatures or high 
winds. Most commonly found 
roosting in nonnative blue gum 
eucalyptus (Eucalyptus globulus) 
and Monterey pine (Pinus 
radiata) and Monterey cypress 
(Cupressus macrocarpa). 

A No suitable habitat is present in 
the project area (i.e., no suitable 
roost trees within project area). 

Valley elderberry 
longhorn beetle  
Desmocerus 
californicus 
dimorphus 

T -- Occurs only in the central 
valley of California below 
1,500-foot elevations. 

Prefers to lay eggs in elderberry 
shrubs 2-8 inches in diameter; 
can also use smaller elderberry 
shrubs as food source. 

A No suitable habitat is present in 
the project area (i.e., no 
elderberry shrubs).  

Birds 
Tricolored 

blackbird  
Agelaius tricolor 

-- T, 
SSC 

Permanent resident in the 
Central Valley from Butte 
County to Kern County. 
Breeds at scattered coastal 
locations from Marin County to 
San Diego County; and at 
scattered locations in Lake, 
Sonoma, and Solano counties. 

Nests in dense colonies in 
emergent marsh vegetation, 
such as tules and cattails, or 
upland sites with blackberries, 
nettles, thistles, and grain fields. 
Habitat must be large enough to 
support 50 pairs. Probably 
requires water at or near the 
nesting colony. 

A No suitable habitat is present in 
the project area (i.e., habitat is too 
small; no emergent marsh 
vegetation). 

Swainson’s hawk 
Buteo swainsoni 

-- T Lower Sacramento and San 
Joaquin Valleys, the Klamath 
Basin, and Butte Valley. 

Nests in oaks or cottonwoods in 
or near riparian habitats; forages 
in grasslands, irrigated pastures, 
and grain fields. 

A No suitable nest trees in the 
project area.  
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Special-Status Wildlife with the Potential to Occur in the Project Area 
 

Common and 
Scientific Name 

Legal Status1 
Distribution Habitat Association 

Habitat 
Present/ 
Absent2 

Rationale3 
Federal State 

Western yellow-
billed cuckoo 
Coccyzus 
americanus 
occidentalis 

T E Isolated areas of the 
Sacramento Valley primarily 
along the upper Sacramento 
River from Red Bluff to and at 
the South Fork Kern River. 

Found in dense willow-
cottonwood riparian forests. 

A No suitable habitat is present in 
the project area (i.e., no 
cottonwood riparian forests; not 
known to be present in project 
area’s location). 

Song sparrow 
(“Modesto” 
population) 
Melospiza 
melodia pop. 1 

-- SSC Most of California, but avoids 
higher mountains and occurs 
only locally in southern 
deserts. 

Prefers riparian, fresh or saline 
emergent wetland, and wet 
meadow habitats. Breeds in 
riparian thickets of willows, other 
shrubs, vines, tall herbs, and in 
fresh or saline emergent 
vegetation. 

A No suitable habitat is present in 
the project area (i.e., no riparian 
or wetland habitat). 

Bank swallow 
Riparia riparia 

-- T Central coast from Monterey to 
San Mateo counties, and 
northeastern California in 
Shasta, Siskiyou, Lassen, 
Plumas, and Modoc counties. 

Restricted to riparian, lacustrine, 
and coastal areas with vertical 
banks, bluffs, and cliffs with fine-
textured or sandy soils, into 
which it digs nesting holes. 

A No suitable habitat is present in 
the project area (i.e., no riparian 
habitat or banks suitable for 
nesting).  

Least Bell’s vireo  
Vireo bellii 
pusillus 

E E San Benito and Monterey 
counties; in coastal southern 
California from Santa Barbara 
County south to the Baja 
Peninsula  

Willows and other low, dense 
valley foothill riparian habitat and 
lower portions of canyons; and 
along the western edge of the 
deserts in desert riparian habitat. 

A Not known to occur in Yuba 
County. No suitable habitat is 
present in the project area (i.e., no 
riparian habitat). 
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Special-Status Wildlife with the Potential to Occur in the Project Area 
 

Common and 
Scientific Name 

Legal Status1 
Distribution Habitat Association 

Habitat 
Present/ 
Absent2 

Rationale3 
Federal State 

Natural Communities 
1 Status explanations: 
 
-- = no listing. 
 
Federal 
PT= proposed threatened for listing under the federal Endangered Species Act. 
E = listed as endangered under the federal Endangered Species Act. 
T = listed as threatened under the federal Endangered Species Act. 
C = candidate for listing under the federal Endangered Species Act 
 

State 
E = listed as endangered under the California Endangered Species Act. 
T = listed as threatened under the California Endangered Species Act. 
CT= candidate for listing as threatened under the California Endangered Species Act. 
SSC= state species of special concern 
WL= watch list 
 
2 A = absent; HP = habitat present 
 
3Rationale includes an effects determination under the FESA for all federally listed 
species. 
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