




























































































































































































































Workshops & 
Certifications 

Publications 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

Federal Bird Banding Permit (20431), Sub-permittee 

Raptor Research Foundation Conference, 2020, 2021 

Introduction to Desert Tortoise and Field Techniques Course, 2020 

Spatial Data Collection Platforms: ESRI ArcCollector, ESRI Survey123 

Spatial Data Analysis Software: ArcGIS Desktop, ArcGIS Pro, ESRI Story Maps 

Wilderness First Aid, 2017 

American Heart Association, CPR, 2017 

Ventura Audubon Society, Member 

The Wildlife Society, Member 

California Safe Boating Certification, 2017 
Remote sUAV Pilot (Part 107) 

UAV Software: Drone Deploy, Pix4D, Precision Flight 
The State of the Los Angeles River Symposium, 2018 

ESRI User Conference, 2018 
Least Bell's Vireo Nesting Pair Identification Training, 2018 

Rainey Barton 
Resume 2023 

Pages of s 

Bloom, P.H., Barton, R.B, and M.J. Kuehn. 2023. Swainson's Hawk nesting population in the Antelope Valley 
of the western Mojave Desert, California. Western Birds, 54:32-43. 
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Endemic 
Environmental Services 

MICHELLE PICCA 
WILDLIFE BIOLOGIST 

Mrs. Picca earned her BS at Point Loma Nazarene University and is currently a 

Biologist for Endemic Environmental. She has experience with biological 

monitoring, conducting biological resource surveys, and writing technical 

reports. Mrs. Picca also has excellent visual and auditory recognition of 

California bird species and is capable in the identification of a diversity of 

reptiles, amphibians, and mammal species native to California. She has 

experience with mist netting and the capture and banding of birds, nesting bird 

surveys, pitfall trapping, seine netting, bat surveys, herpetological surveys, 

habitat restoration projects, rare plant surveys, and species-specific surveys. 

Mrs. Picca has excellent technical writing skills, and has experience with the 

ArcGIS Field Maps and Survey123 apps. 

EDUCATION, CERTIFICATIONS, & TRAININGS: 

Burrowing Owl Symposium and Workshop Training (2023) 

Desert Tortoise Workshop Training (2022) 

AA, Environmental Studies, Saddleback College (2020-present) 

Ecological Restoration Certificate, Saddleback College (2022) 

BS, Business, International Development, and Sustainability Studies, Point Loma Nazarene University 
(2019) 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

CURRENT PROJECTS 

Caltrans 08-1K7904 Chino Avenue Signals Project - Ontario, CA (2023) 

The biologist monitored road improvement work for sensitive species which included burrowing owl, 

nesting hawks, owls and passerines. The biologist conducted weekly nesting bird surveys in advance of 

the roadway work activities. Bird nests were recorded and buffers were established. The work consisted 

of loop stub outs, removing street stripping and re-application with a new paint and changing out street 

signals and signs along 5.25 miles of Euclid Avenue (Highway 83). The biologist wrote weekly monitoring 

reports and cooperated with crews to ensure all work was performed in compliance with environmental 

regulations. Sensitive species that were monitored included vermillion flycatcher, red-tailed hawk, and 

burrowing owl. 

SR 71/91 Highway Interchange Improvement Project- Skanska - Corona, CA (2023) 

The biologist monitored for sensitive species which included roosting bats (winter and maternity), least 

Bell's vireo, California gnatcatcher, burrowing owl, San Diego Ambrosia (Ambrosia pumila), San Miguel 

savory (Clinopodium chandleri), Brand's phacelia (Phacelia stellaris), Santa Ana sucker, and coast horned 



MICHELLE PiccA 

lizard. The biologist monitored for compliance with all PLACs, CDFW regulations, Migratory Bird Treaty 

Act and Riverside County MSHCP. The biologist conducted nesting bird surveys in advance of clearing 

and grubbing activities. Bird nests were recorded and buffers were established. The biologist provided 

Biological Resource Information Program (BRIP) training for new employees on the jobsite. The biologist 

wrote daily monitoring reports and cooperated with crews to ensure all work was performed in 

compliance with environmental regulations. 

Environmental Constraints Matrix and Vegetation Management- City of Irvine- Irvine CA 

(2020-present) 

Habitat assessment, aquatic resource analysis, and nesting bird surveys were conducted in order to 

delineate sensitive habitat that needed protection during the upland and wetland vegetation removal 

phase of the project. A habitat matrix and vegetation alliance analysis were reported to define 

environmentally sensitive areas throughout Irvine, California. Preconstruction surveys and biological 

monitoring was conducted during fire break vegetation removal and vegetation maintenance. 

Jurisdictional wetlands were identified, and water quality monitoring was conducted in sensitive aquatic 

habitats. Species of concern included: red-tailed hawk, yellow breasted chat, California gnatcatcher, least 

Bell's vireo, spadefoot toad, and southwestern pond turtle. 

Least Bell's Vireo and Nesting Bird Monitoring- Santa Ana Watershed Association- Riverside, CA 

(2020-present) 

Mrs. Picca conducted least Bell's vireo presence-absence surveys and nesting bird surveys in 

coordination with non-native vegetation treatment performed by the Santa Ana Watershed Association. 

Mrs. Picca performed biological monitoring, surveying, and reporting to ensure compliance and 

protection for the nesting bird season. 

Nesting Bird, Owl Nesting, and Preconstruction Surveys - City of Irvine- Irvine, CA (2020-present) 

Biologist conducts nest surveys, owl surveys, and preconstruction surveys to determine seasonally active 

nests for pre-cutting and pre-construction activities performed by the City of Irvine for sensitive habitat 

in Irvine, California. Environmentally sensitive habitat was also surveyed and biologically monitored for 

rare plant species such as native tarplant. Many of these surveys included nests for least Bell's vireo, 

California gnatcatcher, and a wide variety of raptors known to the Irvine region. Reports and geospatial 

mapping are conducted to inform the City of Irvine for vegetation management. 

Agua Dulce Residential Development Project-RTG Invest- Agua Dulce, CA (2021-present) 
Mrs. Picca conducted biological monitoring and pit-fall trapping surveys to identify sensitive herps such 
as coast horned lizard and California legless lizard. Preconstruction reptile and amphibian surveys were 
conducted, and subsequent reports were written to document, delineate, and map the presence of 
sensitive species on site. Biologist also surveyed and monitored for nesting birds and rare plants such 
slender mariposa lily, and Peirson's morning glory. Additionally, Mrs. Picca set up camera traps to 
monitor badger den and kit fox activity. 
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Cardno SCE On Call Environmental Clearance Support- Southern California Edison- Southern California 

(2020-present) 

Biologist performed preconstruction surveys, habitat assessment, and biological monitoring for task 

orders under the Cardno On Call Environmental Clearance Program. Biologist conducted 

pre-construction, nesting bird, and species-specific surveys for sensitive resources in support of 

vegetation removal projects with SCE. Focused surveys included California gnatcatcher and least Bell's 

vireo. Surveyor utilized ArcGIS Online (AGOL) Survey123 and Collector apps as field data tools to record 

biological and cultural resources for stakeholders in real-time. 

Irvine Ranch Water District Restoration Consulting- IRWD- Irvine, CA (July 2020-present) 

Biologist conducted preconstruction surveys and vegetation/wildlife mapping for IRWD Natural 

Treatment Sites to support non-native vegetation management efforts. Scope of work included native 

and non-native plant surveys, least Bell's vireo surveys, nesting bird surveys, and ArcGIS mapping. 

Southern California Gas Company Pipeline Repair Project. Kern County, CA (2022) 
Mrs. Picca conducted multiple protocol-level blunt-nosed leopard lizard surveys as a level 1 BNLL 
surveyor. Working under a level 2 surveyor, she conducted presence/absence transects on foot for adult 
and juvenile blunt-nosed leopard lizards and San Joaquin antelope squirrels. She is also competent at 
identifying other herps common to the central valley such as common side-blotched lizard, Blainsville's 
Horned Lizard, San Joaquin Coachwhip and whiptail. 

Joint Force Training Base Nesting Bird and Southern Tarplant Surveys- Wildlife Innovations- Los 

Alamitos, CA (2022) 

Mrs. Picca conducted nesting bird surveys and monitoring efforts with Wildlife Innovations in support of 

a solar panel construction project at the Joint Force Training Base in Los Alamitos. Active nests were 

identified, and buffers were established to protect the sensitive areas during clearing and grubbing 

activities. While surveying for active bird nests, a rare plant, southern tarplant, was also found. The 

project required vegetation community mapping for the southern tarplant areas and nesting bird 

mapping for avoidance during construction. 

Aliso Creek California Gnatcatcher and Southwestern Pond Turtle Surveys- Laguna Canyon Foundation­

Aliso Viejo CA (March 2020-present) 

Biologist was part of a turtle trapping team to conduct surveys for southwestern pond turtle populations 

in ten sites throughout Aliso Creek. The work required coastal California gnatcatcher surveys, visual pond 

turtle surveys, pond turtle trapping, invasive removal, and biological reporting. 

Short-joint Beavertail Cactus Relocation, Oak Monitoring, and Bat Surveying- Huttopia LLC- Valyermo, 

CA (2021-present) 

Mrs. Picca took part in the short-joint beavertail cactus relocation project and oak monitoring to support 

Huttopia LLC with construction of a glamping area in Paradise Springs, CA. The scope of work included 

preconstruction rare plant surveys, mapping, monitoring the relocation, qualitative and quantitative 

follow-up reporting, and oak monitoring. Additional environmental services included nesting bird 

surveys and bat surveys. 
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Floradale Bridge Replacement Project-MCM- Lompoc, CA (2020-present) 

Mrs. Picca conducted steel head trout surveys and water quality monitoring. Sensitive species that were 

monitored included California red-legged frog, steelhead trout, southwestern pond turtle, and nesting 

birds. 

(WILDLIFE PROTECTION FOCUSED) 

Golden Eagle Nesting and Habitat Suitability Surveys- SDG&E- San Diego County, CA {2022) 

Biologist conducted golden eagle nesting surveys, habitat suitability surveys, and nest monitoring for 

active golden eagle nests and territories throughout San Diego County. Active golden eagle nests were 

found and monitored over a three month period. 

Desert Bighorn Sheep Surveys- SDG&E- San Diego County, CA {2022) 

Biologist conducted desert bighorn sheep surveys, habitat suitability surveys, and lambing monitoring in 

territories throughout San Diego County. Active lambing territories were found and monitored over a 

three month period. 

Southwestern Pond Turtle Trapping Project-Laguna Canyon Foundation- Aliso Creek, CA {2020) 

Biologist conducted pond turtle trapping, surveying, monitoring, and reporting in Aliso Creek to report 

for the Laguna Canyon Foundation. Morphological traits and survival data were measured, and turtles 

were tagged for future studies. Captured individuals were processed in order to develop reports to 

determine pond turtle presence, survival, relative abundance, population demographics, and the impact 

of habitat restoration on the survival of the pond turtles. 

Bird Nesting Surveys- Bloom Biological Inc. - Southern California (2020- present) 

Surveys include systematic sampling of birds in various locations throughout the Irvine Ranch 

Conservancy study area and Casper Wilderness Park. Trapping and capture methods include Bal-Chatri 

Traps and mist net deployment for adults. Species included in the survey; burrowing owl, turkey vulture, 

red-tailed hawk, screech owl, and barn owl. 

SPECIES-SPECIFIC EXPERIENCE: 

Bats 
Mrs. Picca has surveyed bats in cliffs, bridges, man-made structures and trees for a variety of projects 
throughout Southern California. She has also conducted Townsend's big-eared bat surveys. Examples of 
these projects include the Huttopia-Paradise Spring Project and SR 71/91 Highway Interchange 
Improvement Project. 
Coastal California Gnatcatcher 
Mrs. Picca has surveyed and monitored for coastal California gnatcatcher on a large variety of projects 
Projects with California gnatcatcher include: Fairview Park Restoration Project, City of Irvine Matrix and 
Vegetation Clearance Project, Santa Ana Watershed Association, and Cardno. 
Herps 
Mrs. Picca has worked with a variety of amphibians and reptiles such as western toad, spadefoot toad, 
coast horned lizard, blunt-nosed leopard lizard, California legless lizard, California red-legged frog, desert 
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tortoise, and southwestern pond turtle. This experience comes from projects such as the Irvine 
Environmental Constraints Matrix, Agua Dulce Development Project, Laguna Canyon Foundation Project, 
Southern California Gas Company Pipeline Repair Project, and the Flordale Bridge Replacement Project. 
Nesting Birds 
Mrs. Picca has surveyed, trapped, tagged, and monitored nests on countless projects. Biologist has 
conducted nesting bird surveys for multiple seasons and with a wide range of species throughout 
southern California. These surveys and monitoring efforts range from species-specific surveys, raptor 
surveys, mist net trapping and extracting, and banding. Mrs. Picca has partaken in the MAPS Station in 
the Prado Basin. 
Least Bell's Vireo 
Mrs. Picca has surveyed and monitored for least Bell's vireo on a large variety of projects. Projects with 
least Bell's vireo include: SAWA Least Bell's vireo monitoring surveys, Fairview Park Restoration, and City 
of Irvine Matrix and Vegetation Clearance Project. 
Raptors/Birds of Prey 
Mrs. Picca has surveyed, trapped, and monitored raptor nests on countless projects and research 
studies. Trapping and capture methods include Bal-Chatri traps and mist net deployment. Species in 
surveys included: golden eagle, burrowing owl, American kestrel, turkey vulture, Cooper's hawk, 
red-tailed hawk, red-shouldered hawk, screech owl, barn owl, and spotted owl. 
Rare Plants 
Biologist has surveyed and monitored for a variety of rare plants and host plants such as southern 
tarplant, short-joint beavertail, San Diego ambrosia, San Miguel savory, Brand's phacelia, slender 
mariposa lily, and Peirson's morning glory. These surveys were done through projects such as the 
Fairview Park Restoration and Mitigation Project, Huttopia-Paradise Springs Project, SR 71/91 Highway 
Interchange Improvement Project, and Agua Dulce Project. 
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