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9. Other public agencies whose approval is required (e.g., permits, financing approval, or 
participation agreement.)  

United States Army Corps of Engineers (404 Clean Water Act Permit)
California Department of Fish and Wildlife (Section 1600 Lake and Streambed Alteration Agreement 
Regional Water Quality Board (Section 401 Water Quality Certification) 
 
10. Have California Native American tribes traditionally and culturally affiliated with the project 

area requested consultation pursuant to Public Resources Code section 21080.3.1? If so, is there 
a plan for consultation that includes, for example, the determination of significance of impacts 
to tribal cultural resources, procedures regarding confidentiality, etc.? 

On February 22, 2023 the following tribes were contacted regarding the proposed project. Cloverdale 
Rancheria of Pomo Indians, Dry Creek Rancheria of Pomo Indians, Federated Indians of Graton 
Rancheria, Guidiville Indian Rancheria, Lytton Rancheria, Middletown Rancheria, Middletown 
Rancheria of Pomo Indians, Mishewal-Wappo Tribe of Alexander Valley, Pinoleville Pomo Nation, and 
Robinson Rancheria of Pomo Indians. At the time of preparation of this document the Graton Rancheria 
Tribe has requested formal consultation. 
 

NOTE: Conducting consultation early in the CEQA process allows tribal governments, lead agencies, and project 
proponents to discuss the level of environmental review, identify, and address potential adverse impacts to tribal 
cultural resources, and reduce the potential for delay and conflict in the environmental review process. (See Public 
Resources Code section 21080.3.2.) Information may also be available from the California Native American Heritage 
Commission’s Sacred Lands File per Public Resources Code section 5097.96 and the California Historical Resources 
Information System administered by the California Office of Historic Preservation. Please also note that Public 
Resources Code section 21082.3I contains provisions specific to confidentiality. 
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The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) has published standard vibration velocities for 
construction equipment operations. In general, depending on the building category of the nearest 
buildings adjacent to the potential pile driving area, the potential construction vibration damage 
criteria vary. For example, for a building constructed with reinforced concrete with no plaster, the 
FTA guidelines show that a vibration level of up to 0.50 inch per second (in/sec) peak particle 
velocity (PPV) is considered safe and would not result in any construction vibration damage. In 
general, the FTA architectural damage criterion for continuous vibrations (i.e. 0.2 in/sec) appears to 
be conservative. The types of construction vibration impacts include human annoyance and building 
damage. Human annoyance occurs when construction vibration rises significantly above the 
threshold of human perception for extended periods of time. Building damage can be cosmetic or 
structural. Ordinary buildings that are not particularly fragile would not experience cosmetic 
damage (e.g. plaster cracks) at distances beyond 30 feet. This distance can vary substantially 
depending on soil composition and underground geological layer between vibration source and 
receiver. 

Table 4-7: Typical Construction Equipment Vibration Levels, lists vibration levels at 25 feet and 50 
feet for typical construction equipment.  

Table 4-7: Typical Construction Equipment Vibration Levels 

Equipment
Peak Particle Velocity 

At 25 feet (in/sec) 

Peak Particle Velocity 

At 50 feet (in/sec) 

Large Bulldozer 0.089 0.032 

Loaded Trucks 0.076 0.027 

Rock Breaker 0.059 0.021 

Jackhammer 0.035 0.012 

Small Bulldozer/Tractors 0.003 0.001 

Vibratory compactor/roller 0.210 0.074 

1. Calculated using the following formula: PPVequip = PPVref x (25/D)1.5, where: PPVequip = the peak particle velocity in in/sec of 
the equipment adjusted for the distance; PPVref = the reference vibration level in in/sec from Table 7-4 of the Federal Transit 
Administration, Transit Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment Manual, 2018; D = the distance from the equipment to the receiver. 

Source: Federal Transit Administration, Transit Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment Manual, September 2018. Available at: 
https://www.transit.dot.gov/sites/fta.dot.gov/files/docs/research-innovation/118131/transit-noise-and-vibration-impact-
assessment-manual-fta-report-no-0123_0.pdf. (Accessed August 8, 2023). 

Groundborne vibration decreases rapidly with distance. As indicated in Table 4-7, based on the FTA 
data, vibration velocities from typical heavy construction equipment operations that would be used 
during project construction range from 0.003 to 0.21 inches per second peak particle velocity at 
approximately 25 feet from the source of activity. The closest sensitive receptors property line in 
the project area is approximately 25 feet away from active construction zones. However, the 
nearest sensitive receptor structures are approximately 50 feet or more from the project site. 
Vibration from construction activities experienced at the nearest sensitive residential structures 
would range between 0.001 to 0.074 inches per second PPV, which is below the 0.20 inch-per-
second PPV significance threshold. Therefore, a less than significant impact would occur.  
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Operations 

Operational use of the project would not generate vibrational impacts. Use of the sidewalks and 
roadways would not generate groundborne vibration that could be felt at surrounding uses. The 
proposed project would not involve railroads or substantial heavy truck operations, and therefore 
would not result in vibration impacts at surrounding uses. Impacts would be less than significant. 

c) For a project located within the vicinity of a private airstrip or an airport land use plan or, 
where such a plan has not been adopted, within two miles of a public airport or public use 
airport, would the project expose people residing or working in the project area to excessive 
noise levels?

No Impact. The site is not within an airport land use plan as designated by Sonoma County. The 
project would not result in a permanent increase in ambient noise levels, because it would not 
increase traffic, or expose individuals to permanent noise impacts. The closest airport is Sonoma 
Valley Airport, approximately 15 miles away from the site. Therefore, implementation of the 
proposed project would have a less than significant impact relative to this topic.  

Cumulative Impacts 

Cumulative Construction Noise 

The project’s construction activities would not result in a substantial temporary increase in ambient noise 
levels. The County limits construction to the hours of 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. on Monday through Friday. 
The project would contribute to other proximate construction noise impacts if construction activities were 
conducted concurrently. However, based on the noise analysis above, the project’s construction-related 
noise impacts would be less than significant following compliance with local regulations.  

Construction activities at other planned and approved projects would be required to take place during 
daytime hours, and the County and project applicants would be required to evaluate construction noise 
impacts and implement mitigation, if necessary, to minimize noise impacts. Each project would be 
required to comply with the applicable Sonoma County guidelines on allowable hours of construction. 
Therefore, project construction would not contribute to cumulative impacts and impacts in this regard 
are not cumulatively considerable. 

Cumulative Operational Noise 

Cumulative noise impacts describe how much noise levels are projected to increase over existing 
conditions with the development of the project and other foreseeable projects. Cumulative noise impacts 
would occur primarily as a result of increased traffic on local roadways due to the buildout to of the area. 
As discussed above, the project would not directly result in an increase in operations at the intersection 
of Adobe Road and Main Street. Therefore, no impact would occur. 
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4.14 4.14 PPopulation opulation aand nd HHousing ousing 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS
Issues

Potentially 
Significant 

Issues

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact

No 
Impact 

Would the project:

a) Induce substantial unplanned population 
growth in an area, either directly (for 
example, by proposing new homes and 
businesses) or indirectly (for example, 
through extension of roads or other 
infrastructure)?

X 

b) Displace substantial numbers of existing 
people or housing, necessitating the 
construction of replacement housing 
elsewhere? 

 X  

a) Induce substantial unplanned population growth in an area, either directly (for example, by 
proposing new homes and businesses) or indirectly (for example, through extension of roads 
or other infrastructure)? 

Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed project does not include any residential uses that would 
directly generate new residents and increase the population within Penngrove or the County. The 
proposed project also would not result in intensification of land uses, or the addition of structures 
or uses that would differ from the current General Plan, or that would require new employees or 
uses that would increase demand for permanent employees. 

The proposed improvements at the Adobe Road and Main Street intersection include constructing 
a dedicated westbound to northbound right-right lane on Adobe Road, constructing a dedicated 
northbound to westbound left-turn lane on Main Street, curb ramps, etc. The associated 
improvements are to address existing inefficient operations at the intersection and would not lead 
to any unplanned population growth. The improvements would not directly or indirectly result in 
substantial unplanned population growth. Therefore, impacts in this regard would be less than 
significant.  

b) Displace substantial numbers of existing people or housing, necessitating the construction 
of replacement housing elsewhere?

Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed project would impact primarily the Penngrove ROW 
areas and would be within the existing roadway/intersection. Any improvements beyond that, 
within project acquisition areas, as identified in the project description, would not displace existing 
housing along the associated roadways. Therefore, the project would not displace any existing 
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people or housing, causing the construction of replacement housing. Impacts in this regard would 
be less than significant. 

Cumulative Impacts

Overall, the proposed project would serve the demand from the existing population within the local 
vicinity and regional travelers. The proposed project is consistent with the planned land uses in the 
County’s General Plan and the population and employment projections for the County and the region as 
a whole. While the proposed project result in minor takings, the project would not, in conjunction with 
other past, present, or reasonably foreseeable projects, make a substantial impact to cumulative growth. 
The proposed project and other projects that have been, will be developed, or that are in the planning 
process are considered in the context of their consistency with local and regional planning efforts to 
include population growth and the need for housing. Therefore, the proposed project would not cause a 
cumulatively considerable impact on population and housing and no mitigation is required. 
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4.15 4.15 PPublic ublic Services Services

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS
Issues

Potentially 
Significant 

Issues

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact

No 
Impact 

Would the project result in: 

a) Would the project result in substantial 
adverse physical impacts associated with the 
provision of new or physically altered 
governmental facilities, need for new or 
physically altered governmental facilities, 
the construction of which could cause 
significant environmental impacts, in order 
to maintain acceptable service ratios, 
response times or other performance 
objectives for any of the public services:

   

i) Fire protection? X 

ii) Police protection? X 

iii) Schools? X 

iv) Parks? X 

v) Other public facilities? X 

a) Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with the 
provision of new or physically altered governmental facilities, need for new or physically 
altered governmental facilities, the construction of which could cause significant 
environmental impacts, in order to maintain acceptable service ratios, response times or 
other performance objectives for any of the public services: 

i. Fire protection? 

Less than Significant Impact. The project site is currently under the jurisdiction of the Rancho 
Adobe Fire Protection District. There would be no increased need for fire protection resulting 
from the improvements to the roads and the project would not require the provision of new 
or physically altered police protection facilities. The proposed project would not include 
additional residential units, or people within the County.  

The proposed improvements would not result in an intensification of land use, or the addition 
of structures or uses that would differ from the current use or that would increase the number 
of residents that could increase demand for emergency services. Accordingly, the proposed 
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project would not require the expansion or development of a new fire station or any other fire 
infrastructure, the construction of which could result in impacts to the environment.  
Therefore, impacts are considered less than significant.  

ii. Police protection?

Less than Significant Impact. The project site is currently under the jurisdiction of the Sonoma 
County Sheriff’s Office. The proposed project would not include additional residential units, 
or people to the County. The proposed project includes the widening of Adobe Road and Main 
Street to incorporate designated turning lanes within the intersection. These improvements 
would not result in intensification of land use, or the addition of structures or uses that would 
differ from the current use or that would increase the number of residents that could increase 
demand for law enforcement services. Accordingly, the proposed project would not require 
the expansion or development of a new police station, or any other police related 
infrastructure, the construction of which could result in impacts to the environment. In 
addition, should emergency services be required, because the County boundaries would not 
change, the service areas for each department would not change. Thus, impacts would be less 
than significant, and no mitigation is required. 

iii. Schools?

Less than Significant Impact. The proposed project would not include additional residential 
units, or people to Sonoma County. The proposed project would not result in intensification 
of land use, or the addition of structures or uses that would differ from the current General 
Plan or that would increase the number of residents that could increase demand for school 
services. Accordingly, the proposed project would not require the expansion or development 
of a school or any other education related infrastructure, the construction of which could 
result in impacts to the environment. Thus, Impacts would be less than significant, and no 
mitigation is required. 

iv. Parks?

Less than Significant Impact. Construction of the project would not involve substantial 
adverse physical impacts associated with parks. The project would not alter or impede any 
existing or future park plans, as the project would not result in intensification of land use, or 
the addition of structures or uses that would differ from the current General Plan or that 
would increase the number of residents that could increase demand for parks. Accordingly, 
the proposed project would not require the expansion or development of any park, the 
construction of which could result in impacts to the environment. Thus, impacts would be less 
than significant, and no mitigation is required. 

v. Other public facilities?

Less than Significant Impact. Other public facilities in the area such as health care, production, 
commercial, retail, residential, etc. would not be adversely impacted. The proposed project 
would not include additional residential units, or people within the County. The proposed 
project would not result in intensification of land use, or the addition of structures or uses 
that would differ from the current General Plan or that would increase the number of 
residents that could increase demand for or use of other public services. Accordingly, the 
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proposed project would not require the expansion or development of any of these resources, 
the construction of which could result in impacts to the environment. Thus, Impacts would be 
less than significant, and no mitigation is required. 

Cumulative Impacts 

The proposed project would not include additional residential units, or people to Sonoma County. The 
proposed project would not result in intensification of land use, or the addition of structures or uses that 
would differ from the current General Plan or that would increase the number of residents that could 
increase demand for or use of public services within the region. The proposed project also would not 
combine with past, present, and reasonably foreseeable project such that a cumulative impact would 
result. Lastly, the proposed project would not result in substantial incremental effects to public services 
or facilities that could be compounded or increased when considered together with similar effects from 
other past, present, and reasonably foreseeable projects. The project alone would not result in 
cumulatively considerable impacts to public services or facilities. 
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4.16 4.16 RRecreation ecreation

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS
Issues

Potentially 
Significant 

Issues

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact

No 
Impact 

Would the project:

a) Would the project increase the use of 
existing neighborhood and regional parks 
or other recreational facilities such that 
substantial physical deterioration of the 
facility would occur or be accelerated?

 X  

b) Does the project include recreational 
facilities or require the construction or 
expansion of recreational facilities which 
might have an adverse physical effect on 
the environment? 

 X  

a) Would the project increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional parks or other 
recreational facilities such that substantial physical deterioration of the facility would occur 
or be accelerated?

Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed project does not include any residential units or any 
other type of use that would increase the population, or park and recreation facility demand in the 
area, or include any other type of use that would directly increase the use of park and recreation 
facilities. The proposed project would not result in an intensification of land uses, or the addition of 
structures or uses that would differ from the current General Plan. Therefore, the proposed project 
would not result in a substantial increase on the demand for existing recreational resources such 
that substantial physical deterioration would occur or be accelerated. Thus, impacts of the 
proposed project would be less than significant in this regard and mitigation is not required. 

b) Does the project include recreational facilities or require the construction or expansion of 
recreational facilities which might have an adverse physical effect on the environment?

Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed project consists of intersection improvements and does 
not include any new recreational resources that could result in impacts on the environment beyond 
those already evaluated as part of this document. Thus, the proposed project would not have a 
significant adverse physical effect on the environment, impacts would be less than significant, and 
no mitigation is required. 

Cumulative Impacts 

Development of the proposed project would not create a significant cumulative increase of recreational 
facilities. In addition, the proposed project would not combine with other past, present, or reasonably 
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foreseeable projects and result in significant cumulative impacts. The project would not impact any 
existing recreation facilities and would not create a substantial population increase to impact existing 
recreational facilities. Therefore, no cumulative impacts on recreational facilities would occur. 
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4.17 4.17 Transportation Transportation 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS
Issues

Potentially 
Significant 

Issues

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact

No 
Impact 

Would the project:

a) Conflict with a program plan, ordinance or 
policy addressing the circulation system, 
including transit, roadway, bicycle and 
pedestrian facilities? 

  X  

b) Would the project conflict or be 
inconsistent with CEQA Guidelines section 
15064.3, subdivision (b)? 

X 

c) Substantially increase hazards due to a 
geometric design feature (e.g., sharp 
curves or dangerous intersections) or 
incompatible uses (e.g., farm equipment)?

  X  

d) Result in inadequate emergency access?   X  

a) Conflict with a program plan, ordinance or policy addressing the circulation system, 
including transit, roadway, bicycle and pedestrian facilities?  

Less than Significant Impact. No new structures, uses, or visitor serving areas are included in the 
project. The proposed project does not result in an overall increase in vehicle trips but would serve 
existing deficiencies along Adobe Road and Main Street. The proposed project does not include any 
trip generating uses that would result in additional vehicle miles travelled or a reduction of LOS. The 
proposed project also would include sidewalks and curb ramps along the widened roadway that 
would provide residents and users in the area with access to alternative transportation uses. 
Further, the project would be required by County Transportation and Public Works to ensure that 
the sightlines, road material, and width for both the existing and proposed driveways meet 
American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) and County design 
standards. Impacts in this regard would be less than significant, and no mitigation is required. 

b) Would the project conflict or be inconsistent with CEQA Guidelines section 15064.3, 
subdivision (b)? 

Less than Significant Impact. CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.3 states that “vehicle miles traveled” 
(VMT) is the preferred metric evaluating transportation impacts, rather than LOS. VMT measures 
the total miles traveled by vehicles generated by a project. While LOS focuses on motor vehicle 
traffic, VMT accounts for the total environmental impact of a project on transportation, including 
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use of travel modes such as buses or bicycles. Section 15064.3(b) sets forth the criteria for analyzing 
transportation impacts using the preferred VMT metric.  

As discussed in a) above, the proposed project does not include any new uses or structures, or 
visitor serving areas and it would not result in an overall increase in vehicle trips or vehicle miles 
travelled. The proposed project would serve existing uses and improve the level of service and 
functionality of the intersection and roadways. Thus, impacts related to increased VMT are less than 
significant. 

c) Substantially increase hazards due to a geometric design feature (e.g., sharp curves or 
dangerous intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g., farm equipment)? 

Less than Significant Impact. No site circulation or access issues have been identified that would 
cause a traffic safety problem/hazard or any unusual traffic congestion or delay that could impede 
emergency vehicles or emergency access. The project does not include any design features or 
incompatible uses that pose a significant safety risk. The project would create no adverse impacts 
to emergency vehicle access or circulation. Therefore, project implementation would have a less 
than significant impact in this regard. 

d) Result in inadequate emergency access? 

Less than Significant Impact. Construction activities may result in traffic delays possibly slowing 
emergency response vehicles or restricting access to residences or nearby businesses. This is a short 
term construction related impact that will cease upon project completion. Emergency vehicle access 
would be maintained at all times throughout construction activities, in accordance with the County 
routine/standard construction specifications as applicable. Detour routes are available, with access 
to the surrounding areas being provided by Woodward Avenue, Oak Street, and Old Redwood 
Highway.  

No site circulation or access issues have been identified that would cause a traffic safety 
problem/hazard or any unusual traffic congestion or delay that would impede emergency access to 
any local roadways or surrounding properties or result in a safety risk. All driveways and roads would 
be constructed to accommodate all emergency vehicles and would be required to ensure 
compliance with the California Fire Code, as adopted and amended by Sonoma County Code. Project 
compliance with County Fire Safe Standards involving access and circulation provisions (Sonoma 
County Code Chapter 13) and Fire Department approval of project compliance, would help ensure 
adequate emergency access. Therefore, implementation of the proposed project would have a less 
than significant impact in this regard.

Cumulative Impacts 

The proposed project would improve LOS at the intersection with the widening of the roadways to tie into 
existing and on-going roadway improvements and increase the functionality of travel in the area. The 
proposed project is intended to serve existing and planned uses and does not include any uses, combined 
with other past, present, and reasonably foreseeable projects that would contribute to an increase in 
VMT. Although other future uses in the vicinity including new residential uses may generate new vehicle 
trips, the proposed project would not generate new trips and would only serve to accommodate travel 
between existing and planned uses. Therefore, the proposed project would not result in incremental 
effects to transportation that could be compounded or increased when considered together with similar 
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effects from other past, present, and reasonably foreseeable probable future projects. Potential impacts 
are not cumulatively considerable and less than significant. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS
Issues

Potentially 
Significant 

Issues

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact

No 
Impact 

Would the project:

a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the 
significance of a tribal cultural resource, 
defined in Public Resources Code section 
21074 as either a site, feature, place, cultural 
landscape that is geographically defined in 
terms of the size and scope of the landscape, 
sacred place, or object with cultural value to 
a California Native American tribe, and that 
is: i) Listed or eligible for listing in the 
California

   

i) Listed or eligible for listing in the California 
Register of Historical Resources, or in a local 
register of historical resources as defined in 
Public Resources Code section 5020.1(k)? 

X   

ii) A resource determined by the lead agency, 
in its discretion and supported by substantial 
evidence, to be significant pursuant to 
criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of Public 
Resources Code Section 5024.1. In applying 
the criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of 
Public Resource Code Section 5024.1, the 
lead agency shall consider the significance of 
the resource to a California Native American 
tribe?

X   

a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a tribal cultural resource, defined 
in Public Resources Code section 21074 as either a site, feature, place, cultural landscape 
that is geographically defined in terms of the size and scope of the landscape, sacred place, 
or object with cultural value to a California Native American tribe, and that is: i) Listed or 
eligible for listing in the California: 

i) Listed or eligible for listing in the California Register of Historical Resources, or in a 
local register of historical resources as defined in Public Resources Code section 
5020.1(k)? 
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And, 

ii) A resource determined by the lead agency, in its discretion and supported by 
substantial evidence, to be significant pursuant to criteria set forth in subdivision 
(c) of Public Resources Code Section 5024.1. In applying the criteria set forth in 
subdivision (c) of Public Resource Code Section 5024.1, the lead agency shall 
consider the significance of the resource to a California Native American tribe?

Less Than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated. On November 19, 2022, a records 
search of the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File was 
completed and results were negative. The NAHC provided twelve (12) Native American 
Contacts to be contacted regarding known and recorded cultural resources sites. On 
February 22, the following tribes were contacted regarding the proposed project. 
Cloverdale Rancheria of Pomo Indians, Dry Creek Rancheria of Pomo Indians, Federated 
Indians of Graton Rancheria, Guidiville Indian Rancheria, Lytton Rancheria, Middletown 
Rancheria, Middletown Rancheria of Pomo Indians, Mishewal-Wappo Tribe of Alexander 
Valley, Pinoleville Pomo Nation, and Robinson Rancheria of Pomo Indians. At the time of 
preparation of this document only the Graton Rancheria Tribe has requested formal 
consultation.  

Due to the possible presence of unknown tribal cultural resources within the project site, 
construction related impacts on tribal cultural resources would be potentially significant. 
Though the circumstances would present a low possibility, the following mitigation 
measure would reduce impacts in the unanticipated discovery of cultural resources 
during construction. With the implementation of MM 4.5-1 through MM 4.5-3 above in 
Section 4.5 Cultural Resources, impacts would be less than significant.  

Cumulative Impacts 

The combination of the proposed project as well as past, present, and reasonably foreseeable projects in 
the local area would be required to comply with all applicable State, federal, and County and local 
regulations concerning preservation, salvage, or handling of cultural and paleontological resources, 
including compliance with required mitigation. Similar to the proposed project, these projects also would 
be required to implement and conform to mitigation measures, which would be likely to reduce impacts 
to less than significant. Although in the process of roadway improvements, some known or unknown 
resources may be lost, it is not anticipated that these impacts would be cumulatively considerable. In 
addition, implementation of Mitigation Measures MM 4.5-1 through MM 4.5-3 would reduce project-
specific impacts to a less than significant level. Therefore, the project’s contribution to cumulative impacts 
would be less than significant. 
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4.19 4.19 UUtilities tilities aand nd Service Service Systems Systems

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS
Issues

Potentially 
Significant 

Issues

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact

No 
Impact 

Would the project:

a) Require or result in the relocation or 
construction of new or expanded water, 
wastewater treatment or storm water 
drainage, electric power, natural gas, or 
telecommunications facilities, the 
construction or relocation of which could 
cause significant environmental effects?

X 

b) Have sufficient water supplies available to 
serve the project and reasonably 
foreseeable future development during 
normal, dry and multiple dry years?

 X  

c) Result in a determination by the wastewater 
treatment provider which serves or may 
serve the project that it has adequate 
capacity to serve the project’s projected 
demand in addition to the provider’s existing 
commitments? 

 X  

d) Generate solid waste in excess of State or 
local standards, or in excess of the capacity 
of local infrastructure, or otherwise impair 
the attainment of solid waste reduction 
goals? 

X 

e) Comply with federal, state, and local 
management and reduction statutes and 
regulations related to solid waste?

 X  

a) Require or result in the relocation or construction of new or expanded water, wastewater 
treatment or storm water drainage, electric power, natural gas, or telecommunications 
facilities, the construction or relocation of which could cause significant environmental 
effects? 

Less than Significant Impact. The proposed project will not result in intensification of land use, or 
the addition of structures or uses that would differ from the current General Plan. The proposed 
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project would not include additional residential units, or people to the County such that new or 
expanded utilities would be required. No additional demand for water, wastewater, storm water 
drainage, electric power, natural gas, or telecommunications facilities will be created by the project.  

The proposed project would construct a dedicated westbound to northbound right-turn lane on 
Adobe Road and a dedicated northbound to westbound left-turn lane on Main Street, as well as 
construct pedestrian curb ramps, ADA signal equipment, signal improvements, and a retaining wall. 
These improvements would involve the existing box culvert running through the intersection to be 
extended at the northeast corner as part of the intersection widening, as well as overhead utilities 
to be relocated to accommodate the retaining wall construction. These improvements are part of a 
planned effort to improve intersection operations and safety within the project area. Accordingly, 
the proposed project would not require the expansion or development of new utilities that, the 
construction of which could result in impacts to the environment. Impacts would be less than 
significant, and no mitigation is required. 

b) Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the project and reasonably foreseeable 
future development during normal, dry and multiple dry years?

Less than Significant Impact. The proposed project will not result in intensification of land use, or 
the addition of structures or uses that would differ from the current General Plan. The proposed 
project would not include additional residential units, or people to the County such that new 
demand for water would occur, or such that new or expanded water infrastructure would be 
required. The proposed project would construct a dedicated westbound to northbound right-turn 
lane on Adobe Road and a dedicated northbound to westbound left-turn lane on Main Street, as 
well as construct pedestrian curb ramps, ADA signal equipment, signal improvements, and a 
retaining wall.  

It should be noted that limited volumes of water would be necessary during construction related 
activities for watering of soils for dust control, washing vehicles, mixing materials, etc. This use, 
however, would be temporary in nature for construction related activities only, and would not be 
in substantial volumes. Thus, the proposed project would not result in substantial use of water from 
the existing supplies during normal, dry, or multiple dry years. The project water demand would be 
served through existing entitlements and resources. Impacts would be less than significant in this 
regard and mitigation is not required. 

c) Result in a determination by the wastewater treatment provider which serves or may serve 
the project that it has adequate capacity to serve the project’s projected demand in addition 
to the provider’s existing commitments? 

Less than Significant Impact.  As previously stated, the proposed project would not result in 
intensification of land use, or the addition of structures or uses that would differ from the current 
General Plan. No additional demand for wastewater treatment, or other water treatment facilities 
would be needed or are proposed as part of the project. The proposed project could relocate some 
utilities within the project site to facilitate the transportation improvements such as electrical 
connections and horizontal movement of other lines (e.g., water, gas, etc.). The proposed project 
would not increase the service capacity of these lines and the relocation would not be made with 
the intent to serve undeveloped areas. Thus, the proposed project would not result in any new 
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wastewater generators, nor does it propose any improvements that would result in increased 
treatment demand by wastewater treatment provider that new capacity would be needed. Impacts 
would be less than significant, and mitigation is not required. 

d) Generate solid waste in excess of State or local standards, or in excess of the capacity of 
local infrastructure, or otherwise impair the attainment of solid waste reduction goals?

e) Comply with federal, state, and local management and reduction statutes and regulations
related to solid waste? 

Less than Significant Impact. The proposed project would generate solid waste as a result of 
removing existing roadway materials, vegetation, and some utility infrastructure. These materials 
would be disposed of or recycled by Recology Sonoma Marin. The proposed project would conform 
to the Sonoma County Code of Ordinances, Chapter 22 – Waste, Recycles, and Organics Regulations 
to meet a minimum 65 percent reduction as required by the California Green Building Standards 
Code. To meet the reduction requirements, the proposed project would use the Central Disposal 
Site, CalRecyle Solid Waste Information System Facility 49-AA-0001 (CalRecycle, 2023). The Central 
Disposal Site processes recyclables collected from the residential and commercial sectors of 
Sonoma County, construction and demolition debris, and commercial mixed waste. The Central 
Disposal Site has a remaining capacity of approximately 9.1 million tons with an estimated future 
closure date of June 2043. Accordingly, the facility would be available to accommodate C&D waste 
from the proposed project. The proposed project also would be required to meet all local, State, 
and federal requirements related to solid waste disposal. Therefore, these impacts are less than 
significant and no mitigation is required. 

Thus, the proposed project would not interfere with regulations related to solid waste or generate 
waste in excess of the capacity of local infrastructure. The proposed project would have a less than 
significant impact in this regard. 

Cumulative Impacts 

Utilities are generally provided or delivered on a local level but often originate from sources outside local 
areas as most areas are served through the regional distribution system. As discussed above, the proposed 
project does not include any uses that would require long term utilities services within the exception of a 
minimal increase in electricity demand for ADA improvements. Taken in conjunction with past, present, 
and reasonably foreseeable projects the overall increased demand for utilities would be incrementally 
small and the project would not make a substantial cumulative contribution. Therefore, implementation 
of the project would not result in a cumulatively considerable contribution to impacts on water supply 
and wastewater, stormwater, or solid waste generation.  
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4.20 4.20 Wildfire Wildfire 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS
Issues

Potentially 
Significant 

Issues

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact

No 
Impact 

If located in or near state responsibility areas or lands classified as very high fire hazard severity zones, would 
the project: 

a) Substantially impair an adopted emergency 
response plan or emergency evacuation 
plan? 

  X  

b) Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other 
factors, exacerbate wildfire risks, and 
thereby expose project occupants to, 
pollutant concentrations from a wildfire or 
the uncontrolled spread of a wildfire?

  X  

c) Require the installation or maintenance of 
associated infrastructure (such as roads, 
fuel breaks, emergency water sources, 
power lines or other utilities) that may 
exacerbate fire risk or that may result in 
temporary or ongoing impacts to the 
environment?

  X  

d) Expose people or structures to significant 
risks, including downslope or downstream 
flooding or landslides, as a result of runoff, 
post-fire slope instability, or drainage 
changes?

X 

a) Substantially impair an adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan?

Less than Significant Impact. There is no adopted emergency response or evacuation plan for this 
area.  As mentioned in Public Services Sub-section 15.a.i, the proposed project includes access 
improvements that comply with County-adopted Fire Regulations to ensure safe access for 
emergency vehicles concurrently with civilian evacuation, and unobstructed traffic circulation in the 
event of a wildfire emergency.  

The proposed project could, during construction, require short term lane closures, and intermittent 
reductions in travel volumes and speeds due to the presence of equipment and personnel, but these 
interruptions would be temporary. After construction, the project would increase efficiency and 
safety at the intersection and improve the LOS within the roadways and intersections. This would 
improve the viability of the roadways for emergency access as well as evacuations. The proposed 
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improvements would intermittently require roadway maintenance; but such work is inherent to 
roadway operations and would not substantially hinder emergency access or evacuation. Therefore, 
impacts from project implementation would be considered less than significant in this regard. 

b) Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors, exacerbate wildfire risks, and thereby 
expose project occupants to, pollutant concentrations from a wildfire or the uncontrolled 
spread of a wildfire?

Less than Significant Impact. The risk of wildfire is related to a variety of parameters, including fuel 
loading (vegetation), fire weather (winds, temperatures, humidity levels and fuel moisture 
contents) and topography (degree of slope). Steep slopes contribute to fire hazard by intensifying 
the effects of wind and making fire suppression difficult. Fuels such as grass are highly flammable 
because they have a high surface area to mass ratio and require less heat to reach the ignition point. 
The project would not result in development of structures or housing which would subject 
residents, visitors, or workers to long-term wildfire danger. Improvements associated with the 
intersection are primarily within the existing roadway/intersection and would require only minor 
acquisition areas. These improvements would not increase risk of wildfire and do not include any 
structures. Therefore, impacts from project implementation would be considered less than 
significant in this regard. 

c) Require the installation or maintenance of associated infrastructure (such as roads, fuel 
breaks, emergency water sources, power lines or other utilities) that may exacerbate fire 
risk or that may result in temporary or ongoing impacts to the environment? 

Less than Significant Impact.  The proposed project includes standard infrastructure improvements 
associated with dedicated turn lanes and pedestrian and bicycle improvements. The project site is 
located in a Local Responsibility Area and is not located in a very high or high wildfire hazard severity 
zone and is predominantly surrounded by residential and commercial uses that are not prone to 
wildfire. The proposed project does not include the need for construction of use of roadways, fuel 
breaks, or water sources that could exacerbate wildfire hazards. The project would realign the 
above ground utility lines and poles adjacent to the new roadways, but the relocation would not be 
in any area prone to wildfire, and it would not result in temporary or long-term impacts in this 
regard. Impacts would be less than significant, and no mitigation is required.  

d) Expose people or structures to significant risks, including downslope or downstream 
flooding or landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire slope instability, or drainage changes?

Less than Significant Impact. The proposed project site is not in a VHFHSZ nor located near steep 
slopes or hillsides. The proposed project would implement efficient landscape maintenance 
practices and design measures to decrease the release of stormwater running off the site; therefore, 
the proposed project site would not expose people to downstream flooding or landslides as a result 
of runoff. Impacts would be less than significant. 

Cumulative Impacts 

The proposed project area is not subject to natural wildfire areas. Consequently, implementation of the 
proposed project would not create a significant cumulative impact that would exacerbate wildfires.  
Impacts would be less than significant.  
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4.21 4.21 MMandatory andatory FFindings indings oof f Significance Significance 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS
Issues

Potentially 
Significant 

Issues

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact

No 
Impact 

Does the project:

a) Have the potential to substantially degrade 
the quality of the environment, substantially 
reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife 
species, cause a fish or wildlife population to 
drop below self-sustaining levels, threaten to 
eliminate a plant or animal community, 
substantially reduce the number or restrict 
the range of a rare or endangered plant or 
animal or eliminate important examples of 
the major periods of California history or 
prehistory? 

X   

b) Does the project have impacts that are 
individually limited, but cumulatively 
considerable? ("Cumulatively considerable" 
means that the incremental effects of a 
project are considerable when viewed in 
connection with the effects of past projects, 
the effects of other current projects, and the 
effects of probable future projects)? 

X   

c) Does the project have environmental effects 
which will cause substantial adverse effects 
on human beings, either directly or 
indirectly?

 X  

a) Have the potential to substantially degrade the quality of the environment, substantially 
reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife population to drop 
below self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community, 
substantially reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant or 
animal or eliminate important examples of the major periods of California history or 
prehistory? 

Less than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated. This document analyses the potential for the 
proposed project to substantially degrade the quality of the environment, substantially reduce the 
habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife population to drop below self-sustaining 
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levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community, reduce the number or restrict the range 
of a rare or endangered plant or animal or eliminate important examples of the major periods of 
California history or prehistory. 

Though the project occurs primarily within the existing roadway and ROW, Section 4.4, Biological 
Resources, identified potential impacts to special status species. With the implementation of 
mitigation MM 4.4-1 through MM 4.4-7 would be required to reduce potential impacts to less than 
significant.  

b) Does the project have impacts that are individually limited, but cumulatively considerable? 
("Cumulatively considerable" means that the incremental effects of a project are 
considerable when viewed in connection with the effects of past projects, the effects of other 
current projects, and the effects of probable future projects)?

Less than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated.  The analysis in this Initial Study includes an 
evaluation of the project impacts associated with aesthetics, agricultural and forest resources, air 
quality, biological resources, cultural resources, geology and soils, greenhouse gas emissions, 
hazards and hazardous materials, hydrology and water quality, land use and planning, mineral 
resources, noise, population and housing, public services, recreation, transportation/traffic, tribal 
cultural resources, utilities and service systems, and wildfire. The analysis covers a broad spectrum 
of topics relative to the potential for the proposed project to have environmental impacts. It was 
found that the proposed project would have either no impact, a less than significant impact, or a 
less than significant impact with the implementation of mitigation measures. These mitigation 
measures would also function to reduce the project’s contribution to cumulative impacts. There are 
no significant cumulative or cumulatively considerable effects that are identified associated with 
the proposed project after the implementation of all mitigation measures. 

c) Does the project have environmental effects which will cause substantial adverse effects on 
human beings, either directly or indirectly?

Less than Significant. Potential adverse project effects on human beings were discussed in Section, 
Air Quality; Section, Geology and Soils (seismic hazards); Section, Hazards and Hazardous Materials; 
Section, Hydrology and Water Quality (flooding); Section, Transportation (traffic hazards); and 
Section, Wildfire. No potential adverse effects on human beings were identified. Potential adverse 
effects that were identified would be reduced to levels considered less than significant through 
compliance with applicable laws, regulations, and City ordinances and standards, along with 
mitigation measures where necessary.   
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AAppendix ppendix AA 

List of Technical of Studies Used in This Document  

The following technical studies were used in the preparation of this document:  

1. Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Analysis Modeling Data Printout, prepared by Kimley-Horn and 
Associates, July 2023. 

2. Biological Resources Report, Prepared by Sequoia Ecological Consulting, Inc., August 2023 
3. Aquatic Delineation Report, Prepared by Sequoia Ecological Consulting, Inc., August 2023 
4. Arborist Report, Sequoia Ecological Consulting, Inc., August 2023 
5. Cultural Resources Assessment, Prepared by LSA, July 2023 
6. Noise Modeling Data Printout, prepared by Kimley-Horn and Associates, July 2023 
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