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City of Hesperia - Building & Safety Division 12/21/2022 

c/o Michael Hearn, Deputy Community Development Director/Chief Building Official/CASp 
 

RE: CERTIFIED ARBORISTôS CLEARANCE LETTER for JOSHUA TREES PER INFORMATION BULLETIN -0016 [10/27/2020] 

 APN 0410-011-18 & E 1/2 OF THE E 1/2, LOT ñDò, BLOCK 176 OF TOWN OF HESPERIA 

 SWC: LEMON STREET & ñEò AVENUE 

 
On 12/21/2022, RJ Coleman, Certified Arborist, has reviewed the Emergency Regulatory Language, Section 749.10 Title 14, 
CCR, is added to read: 749.10 Special Order Relating to Take of the ñWestern Joshua Treeò (Yucca Brevifolia) During 
Candidacy Period, Information Bulletin - 0016 and conducted a pedestrian protocol survey to verify the absence or presence 
of Joshua Trees and Locally Protected Native Desert Plants that are within the existing property lines. See pictures for clarity 
of the Joshua Trees on the Site and the specific location of the proposed Residence and specifically within forty ï(40) feet of 
any improvements. The purpose of this Clearance Letter is to provide a current Site Review to be on file with the Building and 
Safety Division and made a part herewith. This Assessment was performed by the following established protocols. 
 

Å The Site personally walked, and pictures taken by Randolph J. Coleman. 
Å Certified Arborist and Tree Risk Assessment Qualified, WE #8024A. 
Å Certified Wildlife Biologist, #43090. 
Å Scientific Collecting Permit from California Department of Fish & Wildlife, #11586. 
Å Qualified Storm Water Developer/Planner ð QSD/P #21595 (by CASQA). 

Å The Site has not previously been personally walked by Randolph J. Coleman. 
Å A pedestrian field survey of the project Site, Zones of Influence, buffer, and adjacent properties was conducted following 

established protocols or until fencing encountered, as applicable or as described.  
Å If there are significant delays with processing entitlement applications or clarifications, an update would be appropriate 

prior to the completing (i.e., CEQA Initial Study and sending it to the State Clearing House for CEQA processing and 
Dept. of Fish & Wildlife comments) review for biological issues. The Projectôs Consulting Certified Arborist & Certified 
Wildlife Biologist would like to have the opportunity, at a minimum, to provide an Addenda Letter to the Local Agency 
within 30-days prior to any Clearance Letter or Biological Report expiration dates. This has been discussed specifically 
and previously with planning staff to avoid future issues relative to the preparation of the CEQA Initial Study being sent 
to the State Clearinghouse and/or CDFW review process after expiration, near expiration or prior to final approval.  

Å This Site is within the semi-alpine transitional zones that has been impacted by numerous wildland fires estimated from 
the 1860ôs to more recent fires during the last 0-40 years. However, rock fires at the nearby rocky hills and ñMojave River 
Riparian Corridorò have occurred numerous times in the last 25 years. Usually, the Projectôs Certified Arborist and 
Certified Wildlife Biologist would like the opportunity to review final design plans to verify exact locations and site 
improvement elevations to determine which Joshua Trees are impacted by development and endangered species, if 
applicable. Any size Joshua Tree can be at the end of its life cycle, affected by drought, growth patterns and impacted by 
fungus and insect [Yucca weevils (Scyphophorus yuccae)] damage. Verification of insect and fungus damage can 
potentially further damage the trees life cycle and is always desired to be performed just prior to grading activities. 

Å There has not been significant recent rainfall prior to the field survey. If recent rains occur, regardless of the time of year, 
is a prime timeframe for various native spring (75%) annuals and autumnal (25%) [rare and very-rare endemics - once a 
generation type] annuals, and all desert species to be using precious water resources. 

Å A review of recent communication from the California Department of Fish & Wildlife (CDFW).  
Å A review of California Endangered Species Act (CESA) and California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) information. 
Å A Review of the California Natural Diversity Data Base (CNDDB-RareFind3) for sensitive species, excluding riparian 

species since this Site is not within the Mojave River riparian habitat or manmade riparian habitat alternative (i.e., city 
parks, school sites, golf courses, large AG, and Equestrian sites). 
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The priority of the Joshua Tree ñMitigating Impacts to a Less-than-Significant Level are the following:  
 

¶ Avoidance of Impact: 40-feet distance from any Joshua Tree for any improvements 

¶ Minimize Impact ï Certified Arborist review Site, Grading and Erosion Control Plans  
o Make recommendations for proposed pad, cut/fill slopes, and flow lines if any. 
o Make recommendations on Driveway location alterations if any. 
o Make recommendations for Stormwater Retention Basins if any. 
o Make recommendations of parameters for On-Site Wastewater system. 
o Make recommendations of parameters for the Water Line, and/or Well and Tank system. 
o Make recommendations of parameters for existing Grading and Erosion Control Plans. 

¶ Mitigate for Impacts Onsite if any. 

¶ Mitigate for Impacts Offsite if any. 

¶ Mitigate for impacts through other alternatives (i.e., Incidental Take Permit) if any.  
 

Other issues that are observed by the Certified Arborist/Wildlife Biologist for the priority of the Joshua Tree 
ñMitigating Impacts to a Less-than-Significant Level are the following:  

 

¶ Wildland Fire areas in the semi-alpine transitional zone and mosaic of historical fire patterns 

¶ Soil and rock Characteristics. 

¶ Slope Aspect, up-gradient, down-gradient and Natural Drainage Courses. 

¶ Exposure (full sun, partial sun, full shade, seasonal, deciduous trees, etc.) 

¶ Soil nutrients and potential trace minerals and mycorrhizal fungus with obligate desert species 

¶ Moisture requirements (rainfall, snow, dew, natural drainage courses, flooding) 

¶ Associated Plant and Animal species  

¶ Growth rates and development pattern of the Joshuaôs 

¶ Reproduction requirements and rates that are observable (i.e., Seedling to Mature Trees in area)  
 

SPECIAL CONDITIONS:  All Avoidance of Impact within 40-feet from any Joshua Tree 
requires a review and Clearance Letter by a Certified Arborist with experience with Joshua 
Trees, Native Desert Trees, and Plants to make ñMitigation Recommendationsò, if applicable.  
 

OTHER INFORMATION:  If American Badger, Desert Kit Fox, Desert Tortoise, Burrowing Owl 
and all other owls, hawks and eagles are observed on the Site in the future, all activities shall 
be stopped immediately. ALTEC Land Planning shall be contacted immediately (ALTEC will 
contact USFWS and/or CDFW to discuss potential mitigation measures, if applicable).  
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Location & Information of Site: See attached Drawings No. 1ï15 
 

California Desert Conservation Area Map See attached Drawing No.   1 
Western Joshua Tree Petition Map: See attached Drawing No.   2 
Victor Valley Location Map: See attached Drawing No.   3 
Groundwater Surface & other MWA Map:  See attached Drawing No.   4 
Seismic Information Maps: See attached Drawing No.   5 
SCE- Fire Risk Map: See attached Drawing No.   6 
Water District Boundary Map: See attached Drawing No.   7 
FEMA Flood Map Zone & Information:  See attached Drawing No.   8 
USGS Topographical Map: See attached Drawing No.   9 
Neighborhood Aerial Map: See attached Drawing No. 10 
Site Aerial Map: See attached Drawing No. 11 
Assessorôs Parcel Map: See attached Drawing No. 12 
Assessorôs & other Information: See attached Drawing No. 13 
Site/Grading Plan with Wastewater System: See attached Drawing No. 14 
Joshua Tree Location on Grading Plan - Detail See attached Drawing No. 15 

 
 

Township, Range & Section: T4N, R4W, Section 10 (SW 1/4) 
Latitude and Longitude: 34.442000° N / 117.288150° W  
Legal Description: E 1/2 OF THE E 1/2, LOT ñDò, BLOCK 176 OF TOWN OF HESPERIA 
 

This Clearance Letter attempts to satisfy all potential jurisdictional issues of concern by the 
County of San Bernardino Planning and Building & Safety and its various requirements for 
jurisdictional review, processing, approvals, and inspections regarding the above referenced 
CERTIFIED ARBORISTôS JOSHUA TREE CLEARANCE LETTER. 
 

JOSHUA TREES (Yucca Brevifolia):  MITIGATION RECOMMENDATIONS:  
 
#1 Site & Grading Plan indicate the location of the proposed residence and ONE (-1-) 

JOSHUA TREE (FIRE CLONES, CLONES, GROUPS, SEEDLINGS AND/OR DEAD) 
ON THE 2.51± ACRE SITE or immediately adjacent within 5±-feet of property line.   
o All ñAlive, Seedlings, Clones, Fire Clones and Deadò Joshua Trees shall be 

ñProtected in Place,ò as depicted on the Site/Grading Plan, unless specified. 
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o It is noted the Staff Report to the Fish & Game Commission (FGC) ï ñStatus 
Review of the Western Joshua Treeò (March 2022) was released publicly in April 
2022 and ñdid notò recommend listing. The FGC on June 15 had a ñDeadlock 2-2 
Voteò and (5th Commission seat was filled prior to October 12 meeting) and is 
scheduled next for February 8, 2023, in Sacramento, which may provide new and 
additional information [Federal ñStatusò process is still unknown]. 

 

  Grading modifications not required if a Joshua Tree(s) trunk is a minimum of 10-ft: 
o Commercial Building and all other accessory structure(s) and improvements.  
 

Grading modifications not required if a Joshua Tree(s) trunk is a minimum of 6-ft from: 
o Driveway(s), Flowline(s), Stormwater Retention Basin(s), top/toe-of-Cut/Fill 

Slopes, Water Meter, and Water Line 
o On-Site Wastewater system, Well, or Tanks (propane, pressure, and storage)  
 

NOTE: Neighborhood has generation of both ñSeedling and Clone Joshua Trees.ò   
 

#2A FOR PROPOSED NEW WASTEWATER SYSTEMS (SEEPAGE PITS @ 6ô Diameters 
by 30ôÑ Depth or LEACH LINES of lengths being 50± to 100 feet).  Grading Plan of 
the Site indicates the location of the proposed Wastewater System (Septic Tank and 
Seepage Pits or Leach Lines).  NOTE: Sewer Line is available in Lemon Street. 

 

o Wastewater System shall have requirements delineated by San Bernardino 
County Environmental Health Services (SBCo EHS) in the Percolation Test 
Standards and Report Guide ï Appendix D: Liquid Waste Disposal Systems: 
o 100 Foot Minimum from Water Wells to Septic Tank & Leach Line System  
o 50 Foot Minimum from Septic Tank to Retention Basin & Ephemeral Stream 
o 5 Foot Minimum from Septic Tank to Residence & Wastewater System 
o 5 Foot Minimum from Septic Tank to Water Service Line 
o 5 Foot Minimum from Leach Lines to Residence & Property Line 
o 8 Foot Minimum from Seepage Pits to Residence & Property Line 
o 8 Foot separation of Leach Lines  

o Installation of a WASTEWATER SYSTEM shall have these requirements: 
o Shall be more than 6-feet from the trunk of the Joshua Tree(s) 
o Shall be more than 10-feet from the trunk of any Tree (designated large) and 

a larger distance, as much as possible, preferably distant to the treeôs drip-
line due to potential growing root issues into the new Wastewater System. 
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#2A FOR PROPOSED STORMWATER RETENTION SYSTEM(S).  
  Grading Plan of the Site would indicate the location of the proposed Stormwater 

Retention System(s), inclusive of Sub-Surface and/or Surface Systems. 
 

  Grading modifications not required if a Joshua Tree(s) trunk is a minimum of 10-ft: 
 

#3 SEEDLINGS - NO ADDITIONAL SEEDLING JOSHUAõS OBSERVED ON-SITE. 
 
#4 DEAD JOSHUA TREES ð NO ADDITIONAL DEAD JOSHUAõS OBSERVED ON-SITE  
 
  Grading modifications not required if ñDead on Groundò Joshua Tree a minimum of 6-ft: 

o from any structures or any appurtenant improvements for new residence  
 
#5 No additional issues of concern for Mitigation of Impacts Onsite or Offsite or alternatives 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 

 

 
 

RANDOLPH J. COLEMAN 
DIGITIALLY SIGNED AND STAMPED    DECEMBER 21, 2022 
PE-Civil #36293, Expires 06/30/2024, 

Certified Wildlife Biologist #43090, 
CDFW: Scientific Collecting Permit #11586, 
Certified Arborist/Tree Risk Assessment Qualified #WE-8024A 
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Consultant has completed the following environmental education, workshops, licenses, and designations:  
 

2021 - Certificate Foundations of Utility Vegetation Management (UVM) - Univ. Wisconsin-Stevenôs Point/UVM Association 
- Introduction to Utility Vegetation Management [UVM - 101] & Leadership and Organization [UVM ï 2.1] 
- Programs and Project Management [UVM ï 2.2] & Integrated Vegetation Management [UVM ï 2.3] 

2020 - Botanical - Mitigation Measures & Monitoring (David Magney; Rare Plant Program Manager at CNPS) 
 - Tree Care for Birds & Other Wildlife (Arizona/California/Nevada/Hawaii)-International Society of Arboriculture  
 - Online Tools for Vegetation Data ï California Native Plant Society (CNPS)  
 - Wildland-Urban Interface ï American Planning Association  
2019 - Joshua Tree Master Naturalist: Joshua Tree National Park Desert Institute & UC Riverside (8 courses) 
 - Desert Plant Phenology of Joshua Tree National Park: UC Riverside and JTNP Desert Institute  
 - Desert Tortoise Biology & Conservation:  CDFW/BLM/UC Riverside and JTNP Desert Institute  
 - Fugitive Dust Control (CV1903-007751-7796): South Coast Air Quality Management District   
2018 - Large Branchiopods of California Workshop: TWS-SoCal and USFWS @ San Diego Botanic Garden 
 - Sea Turtle Workshop: NMFS Protected Res. Div., West Coast Region/NOAA @ Long Beach Aquarium 
2010/15 - San Bernardino County Planning & Airport Commissioner - Review & Approval of CEQA Studies & Projects 
2014 - Arroyo Toad (Anaxyrus californicus) Workshop (The Wildlife Society San Diego Chapter) 
 - Sustainable Communities @ APA-PTS Conference: Feb. 7-8, 2014, in San Diego  
 - California Annual Conference/APA (4 Days ï Anaheim and Visalia in 2013 & 2014) 
2013 - Tree Risk Assessment Qualified International Society of Arboriculture (WE#-8024A ï Renewed in 2018 & 2023) 
 - Yellow Billed Cuckoo (Coccyzus americanus) Workshop (Kern River Valley ï KRV Audubon Facility) 
 - Southwestern Willow Flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus) Workshop (KRV Audubon Facility) 
 - National Innovative Communities Conference: 2013 (Ontario CA ï San Diego mention as a leader may times) 
 - Environmental Leadership Certificate: CSU San Marcos (Matt Rahm, PhD., Esq.)   
1998/12  - UC Riverside Field & Other Certificates: - Desert Ecology - Field Ecology - Botany - Ornithology - Geology -   
       Geographic Information Systems - Geographical Positioning Systems - Educational Facility Planning 
 - American Planning Association Annual Conference (4 Days - Los Angeles) 
 - California County Planning Commissioners Association (2 Days - Suisun City) 
2011 - Scientific Collecting Permit #11586 by California Department of Fish and Wildlife  
 - Legends of the Fall:  Exploring the Clandestine Flora of Early Fall in the Eastern Mojave Desert  
      Rare [& Endangered] Autumn Annuals ï Dr. James Andre & Dr. Tasha La Doux - CNPS @ UC- DRC 
 - Certified Environmental Planner - Advanced Specialty Certification for AICP (2011 [1 of 33 in U.S.]) 
 - Qualified Storm Water Developer & Planner (QSD/P #21595) by CASQA 
2010 - Certified Wildlife Biologist #43090 - by The Wildlife Society - Life Member (2006)-Western Section 
2009 - Western Pond Turtle, California Tiger Salamander & Red-legged Frog Workshop (CSU Sonoma) 
 - Wildlife Management & Ecosystem Management (Dr. Cameron Barrow, UC Riverside Research Center/3-units) 
 - Bird Biology - Cornell University/3-unit course  
2008 - Palms Culture in the Southwest (2 days - International Society of Arboriculture (ISA) in Las Vegas) 
2007 - Certified Arborist WE #8024A ï Int. Society of Arboriculture (+60hours CE) 
 - Riparian Ecology & Plant Identification Workshop (David Magney; Rare Plant Program Manager at CNPS) 
 - Jurisdictional Delineation of Wetlands (38-hours of Army Corps of Engineering training in San Diego) 
 - Protocols for Botanical Reports (2 day - U.C. Davis ï Bodega Bay Marine Research Lab) 
2006 - Vegetation Mapping in Redlands (4 day ï Dr. Todd Keeler-Wolf, Senior Vegetation Ecologist, CDFW & Dir.  CNPS 
2005 - Mojave Ground Squirrel Workshop - Wildlife Society, CDFG & USFW 
2003 - California Burrowing Owl Symposium ð The Wildlife Society/Western Section in Sacramento 
2002 - Tortoise Workshop by Desert Tortoise Council (Life Member), CDFG & USF&W 
1994 - Registered Environmental Assessor #05791; Calif. Environmental Protection Agency (DTSC/ended in 2012) 
1993 - American Institute Certified Planners #9892 & Certified Environmental Professional (2011 [1 of 33 in U.S.]) 
1982/4 - CA Licenses: Land Surveyor #5413 (1984); Civil Engineer #36293 (1983); Real Estate Broker #836955 (1982)  
1980 - B.S. in Civil & Environmental Engineering from University of California,  
1976 - Personally familiar with the general area; have completed various Surveys, Engineering, Planning & Appraisals 

https://www.facebook.com/CaliforniaNativePlantSociety/
https://www.facebook.com/CaliforniaNativePlantSociety/
https://www.facebook.com/CaliforniaNativePlantSociety/
https://www.facebook.com/CaliforniaNativePlantSociety/
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CALIFORNIA DESERT CONSERVATION AREA MAP 
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Western Joshua Tree CESA Petition & DFWôs Evaluation of Petition Map 
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VICTOR VALLEY LOCATION MAP 
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AVERAGE ANNUAL PRECIPITATION 1998-2010 (inches per year) 
https://www.mojavewater.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/precipe.pdf 
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R-CUBED FACILTIES MAP (Mojave Water Agency) 
 

https://www.mojavewater.org/basin-management/facilities/r-cubed/ 
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SEISMIC LOCATION MAP 

1.0 second spectral response acceleration map, with 0.75g contours shown 

 

 
 

 

GoogleEarthPro: 34.442000° N / 117.288150° W & Elevation 3,090 
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SEISMIC MAP - SIGNIFICANT EARTHQUAKE FAULTS 
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ALQUIST PRIOLO SEISMIC MAP 
 

https://maps.conservation.ca.gov/cgs/EQZApp/app/ 
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Southern California Edison - High Risk Fire Area Map (HRFA) 
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WATER DISTRICT BOUNDARY MAP ï City of Hesperia 
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FEMA FLOOD MAP ZONE & INFORMATION 
 

SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY ï CITY OF HESPERIA  

 

06071C6485J ï PRINTED (DATED: 09/02/2016) 

 

AREA OF MINIMAL FLOOD HAZARD ï ZONE ñXò 
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USGS QUAD SHEET -HYBRID WITH ASSESSORôS MAP OVERLAY 
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SITE AERIAL MAP ï AND LOCATION OF  BUILDING 
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ASSESSORôS PARCEL NUMBER 
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ASSESSORôS AND OTHER INFORMATION 
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GRANT DEED  
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RECORD OF SURVEY 
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PERSPECTIVE OF PROJECT FROM INTERSECTION   
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JOSHUA TREE LEGEND & INFORMATION 
 

Joshua Trees, Other Desert Trees and Plants and Cactus can have a variety of health issues and/or structural issues that 
create difficulties with relocation alternatives (Tree Spade use, backhoe use, hand replanting, etc.). Relocating any potential 
Native Desert Trees, Plants and Cacti is not planned at this time. The proposed project layout and Landscaping Plans, if 
applicable, are subject to change during development. During any relocation process, a review of Final Design Plans and 
review of individual trees or plants for fungus and insect damage will be completed and if present will prevent relocation of 
Joshua Trees, Plants and Cacti to prevent the spread to healthier plants. The following is a list of these common Tree and 
common distinctive Joshua Tree issues: 
 

Binj Basal Injury Dleg Dogleg IB Included Bark 
B/I Beetle and insect damage Du Dusty InjO/N Injury ï Old/New 
CoD CoDominate Trunk(s) F Fungus damage L Lean/Leaning 
Cr Crowded Fbl Florescence Blooms LB Low Branches 
Db Dieback Fbd Florescence Buds MC Multiple Clones 
Dbh Diameter at 4.5ô Fgd Florescence Ground OB Over Balanced 
DC/CG Dependent Clone/Clone Group G Grainery Tree OM Over Mature 
DK Decay Hf Health Fair OT Over Tall 
DL Down Live Hok Health OK S Seedling (<3ô) 
Dg/DS Dead - Ground/Standing Hp Health Poor Tcrk Torsional Crack 

 

Point 
Number 

Issues Height  Feet± Health 
Protect in Place 

Relocate Dispose of 

#1 NONE 13 Hok Protect in Place 
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JOSHUA TREE #1 ï LOOKING NORTH ALONG WEST BOUNDARY OF SITE 
 

NO OBSERVABLE INSECT [Yucca weevils (Scyphophorus yuccae)] DAMAGE 
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FROM JOSHUA TREE LOOKING TOWARDS NORTHEAST CORNER  
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FROM JOSHUA TREE: LOOKING SOUTHEAST AT SOUTH PORTION OF SITE  
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STREET SCENE: LOOKING SOUTH ALONG WEST PROPERTY LINE 
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STREET SCENE: LOOKING EAST ALONG LEMON AVENUE 
  


