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Chapter 1. Introduction and Project Description

Project Title Marina High School Multi-Use Field Project
Lead Agency Contact Person and Phone Number Monterey Peninsula Unified School District
Ryan Altemeyer, Associate Superintendent of
Business Services
700 Pacific Street
Monterey, CA 93942
Date Prepared January 3, 2024
Prepared by Denise Duffy & Associates, Inc.
947 Cass Street, Suite 5
Monterey, CA 93940
Project Location Marina High School
298 Patton Parkway
Marina, CA 93933
APN: 031-021-006-000
Project Sponsor Name and Address Monterey Peninsula Unified School District
700 Pacific Street
Monterey, CA 93942
General Plan Designation (City of Marina) Public Facilities
Zoning (City of Marina) Public Facility District (PF-E)

1.1 Introduction

This Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) has been prepared to evaluate the potential
environmental effects associated with the Marina High School Multi-Use Field Project (project or
proposed project), in Marina, California. This IS/MND has been prepared in accordance with the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), Public Resources Code §21000 et. seq., and the State CEQA Guidelines,
California Code of Regulations (CCR) §15000 et. seq.

An IS/MND is an informational document prepared by a lead agency to determine if a project may have a
significant effect on the environment (CEQA Guidelines §15063, subd. (a)). If there is substantial evidence
that a project may have a significant effect on the environment, an Environmental Impact Report (EIR)
must be prepared, in accordance with CEQA Guidelines §15064(a). However, if the lead agency
determines that revisions in the project plans or proposals made by or agreed to by the applicant mitigate
the potentially significant effects to a less-than-significant level, an Initial Study/Mitigated Negative
Declaration may be prepared instead of an EIR (CEQA Guidelines §15070, subd. (b)). In this instance, the
lead agency prepares a written statement describing the reasons a proposed project would not have a
significant effect on the environment and, therefore, why an EIR need not be prepared. This IS/MND
conforms to the content requirements under CEQA Guidelines §15071.

The Monterey Peninsula Unified School District (District or MPUSD) is acting as the Lead Agency pursuant
to CEQA Guidelines §15050(a). As the Lead Agency, the District oversaw preparation of this IS/MND
pursuant to CEQA Guidelines §15063, §15070, and §15152. This IS/MND will be circulated for agency and
public review during a 30-day public review period pursuant to CEQA Guidelines §15073. Comments
received by the District on this IS/MND will be reviewed and considered as part of the deliberative process
in accordance with CEQA Guidelines §15074.
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The following section is consistent with the requirements of CEQA Guidelines §15124 to the extent that it
is applicable to the project. This section contains a detailed description of the project location, existing
setting, project components and relevant project characteristics, and applicable regulatory requirements.

1.2 Project Location and Existing Setting

The project site consists of a single 5.71-acre parcel (APN 031-021-006-000). The project site is located on
the existing Marina High School (Marina High School or Marina High) campus located at 298 Patton
Parkway in the City of Marina. Marina High School is operated by the Monterey Peninsula Unified School
District (MPUSD). The project is zoned as Public Facility District (PF-E) and carries a general plan
designation of Public Facilities. Figure 1 presents the regional location of the project site, while Figure 2
presents an aerial photograph of the project site.

The project site consists of the existing athletic fields located in the northwestern area of the Marina High
School campus, the existing parking lot on the northeast side of campus, and the existing basketball courts
located near the center of campus. The existing athletic fields consist of grass fields, dirt, fencing, a few
trees, and a baseball field with various portable bleachers, storage areas, and two team dugouts. The
existing parking lot consists of a paved parking area for student vehicles, fencing, a student drop-off area,
security lighting, sandy, undeveloped areas, and various trees and shrubs. The existing basketball area
consists of paved areas, basketball hoops and painted court, fencing, and grassy sandy areas with sparse
trees and shrubs. The existing athletic field is used for football and soccer practice. Marina High School’s
football “home games ” are currently played at off-site locations such as Monterey Peninsula College’s
Community Field and Seaside High School as the existing athletic fields are unsuitable for such events. The
existing athletic fields currently lack a public address (PA) system. Photographs of the existing project site
conditions are provided in Figure 3a — Figure 3c.

The project site is part of the Marina High School campus as discussed above. The project site is bordered
by open space and trails to the north and west. Existing residential land uses are located to the north and
the east of the project site, and defunct residential units associated with the former Fort Ord military
facility are located to the south (as shown on Figure 2). Habitat types on the project site consist of
landscaped/developed (4.8 acres), ruderal/disturbed (0.9 acres), and Monterey pine forest (0.2 acres),
see Figure 4.
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Project Description

The Monterey Peninsula Unified School District (District) intends to construct various improvements to
the existing athletic fields at Marina High. The Marina High School Multi-Use Field Project (proposed
project) consists of the following components:

New field lighting consisting of up to seven (7) MUSCO-designed light emitting diode (LED)
(models TLC-BT-575, TLC-LED 400, TLC-LED 600, TLC-LED90O, and TLC-LED-1500) ranging from
46,500 lumens to 160,000 in strength. The proposed field lighting would be dimmable from 30
percent to as much as 17 percent (for the TLC-LED-1500) to allow for reduced intensity of lighting.
The MUSCO lighting is designed to minimize light spillage and glare and meets the guidelines set
by the International Dark-Sky Association. These lights would be mounted on four (4)
approximately 80-foot-high lighting poles, two (2) approximately 99-foot-high lighting poles, and
one (1) approximately 70-foot-high lighting pole, located at the north, southeast, and southwest
of the existing athletic fields;

New 686-seat bleachers at the north edge of existing athletic fields and 213-seat bleachers at the
southern corner of the existing athletic fields. The 686-seat bleachers would have an enclosed, 24
feet by 8 feet dedicated sound booth for athletic events, consisting of a PA system and controls
for the scoreboard. The 213-seat bleachers would replace the current bleachers at the baseball
field and would not include a sound booth but would contain the necessary infrastructure to
install one in the future. In addition, 22 assisted listening devices would be installed in the
bleachers at the north edge of the athletic fields and nine (9) assisted listening devices would be
installed in the bleachers at the southern corner of the athletic fields;

New scoreboards, one (1) above the sound booth on the northern bleachers for football and
soccer, and one (1) at the southeast side of the site for baseball;

New sun sails located at the northeastern corner of the existing athletic fields;

Installation of moveable field goals for football and goal posts for soccer to replace existing goal
posts, and new rubber track surfacing along the north and west boundaries of the athletic fields
(including four (4) lanes for the 100-yard dash);

Improvements to the existing baseball field, including new olive core in-field (a sustainable
alternative to traditional rubber surfaces, primarily consisting of shredded olive pits mixed with
sand), installation of artificial turf, moveable outfield fencing, batting cage, and reconfigured
dugouts, bullpens, and storage areas;

Dedicated storage units for track and field, lacrosse/field hockey, football, and soccer at the north
side of the site, as well as a dedicated storage unit for baseball on the southwestern side of the
site;

Stormwater treatment facilities, consisting of standard conveyance methods comprised of inlets
and solid storm drainpipe in compliance with Regional Water Quality Control Board standards
(see Section 4.10 Hydrology and Water Quality for additional discussion);

Reconfiguration of the existing parking lot and addition of a new parking lot with new ADA and
electric vehicle parking to the east of the lower athletic fields;*

A total of 34,100 sf of new impervious surfaces;

A total of 7,889 sf of new synthetic turf;

1 The existing basketball courts would be reconfigured to accommodate the new parking area.
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e New marquee sign at the entrance to the fields;

e Removal of 13 trees and planting of 74 trees; and

e New plaza to the east of the existing athletic fields, including a flagpole, wrap around bench, and
decorative inlaid lettering, replacing a portion of the existing upper parking lot currently in this
area.

Though not included in the initial construction phase of this project, this environmental document also
analyzes the future development of a 2,000 sf new concessions stand and restroom to be located near
the new plaza.? Figures 5a — Figure 6b illustrate the proposed site plans and Figure 7a-7c show the
proposed lighting polls and elevations.

CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES AND SCHEDULE

Construction of the proposed project is anticipated to begin in November 2023 and would last 14 months.
The earliest operational date of the proposed project is January 2025. Construction of the proposed
project is expected to include site preparation, grading, installation of new surfaces (pavement, artificial
turf, and olive core baseball field), installation of the new field lighting and bleachers, and construction of
the baseball dugouts, plaza, and concessions stand. No demolition of structures is proposed, however,
portions of the existing fencing, asphalt parking lot, and the basketball court would be removed and/or
reconfigured.

GRADING

The proposed project would require grading as part of site preparation. The proposed project would result
in a total of 5,520 cubic yards (CY) of cut and 12,785 CY of fill; 7,265 CY of fill would be imported from an
offsite location. The maximum excavation associated with site grading is anticipated to be 4.8 feet below
surface. The proposed grading and drainage plans are illustrated in Figure 8a-Figure 8c.

LIGHTING

The proposed project includes the installation of up to seven (7) new field lighting poles and associated
LED lights to illuminate the athletic fields for outdoor events. MUSCO would provide the LED field lighting,
which would consist of models TLC-BT-575, TLC-LED 400, TLC-LED 600, TLC-LED900, and TLC-LED-1500.
The strength of these lights would range from 46,500 lumens to 160,000 lumens in strength. A total of
seven lighting polls are proposed to illuminate both the football and baseball areas of the athletic fields.
The seven (7) field lighting polls are also developed by MUSCO Lighting and consists of three different
models. Four (4) of the proposed field lighting poles are the LSS80B-9 model, two (2) are the LSS100B-13
model, and the remaining pole is the LSS70A-4. Of these polls, the LSS80B-9 model is approximately 80
feet in height, the LSS100B-13 is approximately 99 feet in height, and the LSS70A-4 is approximately 70
feet in height. Foundation depths would be 16 feet for the LSS80B-9 model, 18 feet for the LSS100B-13
model, and 12 feet for the LSS70A-4 model. The foundations for each of the three lighting poll types would
be 36-inches in diameter.

2|f future design of the concessions stand/restroom exceeds 2,000 sf, then additional environmental review under CEQA may
be required.
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The proposed field lighting is designed to focus light on the athletic fields and minimize light spillage on
adjacent areas and properties. The field lighting has been designed by MUSCO to comply with the
regulations and standards published by the International Dark Sky Association.?

The proposed project is intended to expand the timing and use of the existing school field facilities for
several sports teams including the following: football, soccer, baseball, lacrosse, hockey and track and
field. See Table 2 for a detailed anticipated event lighting schedule provided by the MPUSD, which
provides a summary of the anticipated uses of the fields after the lights are installed. No uses of the fields
are proposed before sunrise. Proposed lighting would be used on select evenings to accommodate athletic
practices and competitions, primarily during the winter months when the sun sets early or during home
football games. Thus, use of the field lighting would be limited to the months of August through March.
Lights would be utilized for practices, which would be scheduled to conclude no later than 8pm. Use of
the field lighting for school-related games would not last past 8pm, with the exception of six (6) football
games a year where events would be scheduled to conclude by 10:30pm. Lighting would be reduced to
the dimmest possible setting to allow safe exit of participants and attendees and to allow maintenance
crews sufficient visibility for clean-up activities and is anticipated to be used no later than 11:00pm.

The proposed project also includes security lighting throughout the upper parking lot, student drop off
area, plaza, concession/restroom area, and lower parking lot. All of the proposed security lighting is
designed to limit offsite light spillage. The lighting poll designs and elevations for the proposed project are
provided in Figures 7a — Figure 7c.

ACCESS AND PARKING

The proposed project includes various improvements and reconfiguration of the existing upper parking
lot, including new trash enclosure in the northwest corner, new student drop-off area, new decorative
fencing and security gate, security lighting, new cross walk, and new stairs and ADA ramp configuration.
The reconfigured parking lot would have a total of 48 spaces, including four (4) ADA-compliant spaces and
three (3) ADA-compliant van accessible spaces. As part of the reconfiguration of the existing upper parking
lot, the existing student drop-off area and traffic flow would also be reconfigured (see Figure 5d). Project
plans, including the reconfigured parking lot site plans, are subject to review and approval by the Division
of the State Architect.

The proposed project would also include the creation of a new parking lot located east of the lower
portion of the existing athletic fields. The new lower parking lot would consist of 95 new parking spaces,
including 26 compact spaces, two (2) ADA-compliant spaces, and two (2) ADA-compliant van accessible
spaces. A reconfiguration of the existing basketball court would occur as part of the proposed project to
accommodate the new lower parking lot. The lower parking lot would also include a new retaining wall,
trash enclosure, and 10-foot-wide ADA-compliant sidewalk to connect the existing gymnasium to the
athletic fields.

For events where large crowds are anticipated, such as certain football games and graduation ceremonies,
additional off-site parking would be provided at MPUSD’s Los Arboles Middle School campus and other
available MPUSD parking areas as needed.

3 International Dark Sky Association standards for certification are discussed under Aesthetics Section. Generally, designing
outdoor lighting to program standards protects the natural night environment by controlling light pollution.
https://darksky.org/
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LANDSCAPE AND TREE REMOVAL

The proposed project includes landscaping, consisting of planting trees, shrubs, and groundcover. The
proposed project includes the removal of 13 trees and planting of 74 replacement trees. The City of
Marina requires a tree removal permit to remove, relocate, or damage a living tree within its limits.
Replacement tree species are anticipated to include purple-leaf bailey acacia, marina strawberry tree,
Monterey cypress, New Zealand Christmas tree, Monterey pine, and valley oak. Trees would be located
throughout the reconfigured upper parking lot, the new lower parking lot, the plaza area, and behind the
football bleachers. A landscape plan is provided in Figure 9.

ATTENDANCE AND EVENT SCHEDULE

The proposed project is anticipated to continue to accommodate regular physical education (PE) classes,
as well as athletic events for students and the community.

The proposed project would accommodate events and/or practices for Marina High’s existing Baseball,
Football, Soccer, Track and Field, and Cheer, as well as non-athletic events including school rallies and
graduation. In addition, the proposed project would potentially be used for newly organized Marina High
teams for sports such as Lacrosse, Girls’ Flag Football, and Field Hockey. The proposed project would be
utilized on a near-daily basis on weekdays during the school year; in addition, community athletic leagues
or clubs would potentially use the site during weekend hours (see Table 2 for proposed event types and
frequency of events). While the proposed project would be used for track and field practice, no formal
events are anticipated to be held at the proposed project site for track and field as a complete track circuit
suitable for competitive track and field events is not included as part of the proposed project. Marina High
School track and field meets would continue to be held offsite. The estimated attendance for athletic
competitions upon installation of the proposed field lights would vary by sport and other factors, such as
level of competition (e.g., regular season vs. postseason) and weather conditions. Currently, Marina High
football and soccer teams play “home games” at alternate facilities located at Seaside High School and
Monterey Peninsula College. An increase in number of Home Games is anticipated with the installation
of the field lights, as Marina High football and soccer teams would be able to host events at their home
field. An increase in attendance resulting from the Proposed Project is expected by having games at night
as opposed to afternoon events. The projected increase in attendees for each school-affiliated sport is
presented in Table 1. Nighttime games and practices would be scheduled to end at 8:00 pm, except for
up to six (6) football games per year that would be scheduled to end at 10:30 pm. Following conclusion of
nighttime events, the field lighting would be reduced to the dimmest possible setting to allow safe exit of
participants and attendees and to allow maintenance crews sufficient visibility for clean-up activities
(assumed to be a minimum reduction of 50 percent); the field lighting would be turned off at the earliest
possible time following conclusion of these activities. The field lighting would also be operated at the
dimmest possible setting during practices to allow for safe visibility for participants (assumed to be a
minimum reduction of 50 percent).
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Historic and Projected Attendance for Marina High School Sporting Events

Table 1

Sport Existing Use? Historic Attendance Projected Attendance Net Projected
Attendance Increase
Baseball Yes 50 50 0
Soccer Yes 20 50 +30
Football Yes* 100 300 +200
Field Hockey No 0 50 +50
Lacrosse No 0 50 +50

See Table 2 for number of games per year with expected lighting by event.
* Currently practice only

In addition, the proposed project could be utilized as a site for both non-athletic school events and
community athletic events. Non-athletic school events would include graduation ceremonies and
homecoming rallies; school rallies would have the highest projected attendance of all non-athletic events,
with an estimated 720 participants (see Table 2). School rallies and graduation ceremonies are currently
held at the school and would not represent an increase in use, but would provide for use of the new PA
system. Non-athletic school events would occur only during the day and would not require use of the field
lights. Community athletic leagues or clubs would potentially use the site during weekend hours.
Community groups would be able to utilize the proposed project from 8am to sunset during the period of
April to September, and 8am to 8pm between October to March, on a weekly basis during weekend days
when school is not in session. The facility would be open to the community for use during after-school
hours, school breaks, and on weekends. Use of the field lights and PA is not proposed for most community
events, which are anticipated to end at 4pm. However, the proposed project could host additional
community events up until 8pm that would utilize the field lighting between October-March during times
when school is not in session. A complete list of events, including projected frequency of use, date ranges,
days of the week, start and end times, number of participants, and use of field lights and PA, is provided
in Table 2.
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Table 2

Projected Event Information, Frequency, and Timing

Use of Anticipated # Anticipated
.. Frequency | Currently Held Days of Start & Field of Events Use of PA P Net New
Activity Months of Use . . R #of L
of Use On-Campus? Use End Times Lights Using Field Proposed? .. Participants
. Participants
Proposed? Lights
Current School Activities
School Rally 4 times Yes Sept, Jan, March, N/A 12:00pm - No N/A Yes 720 0
per year and June 1:30pm
Graduation on;:afer Yes June N/A TBD No N/A Yes 150 0
. 8:30 am -
PE Daily Yes August—June M-F 5:30 pm No N/A No 80 0
. Yes
Fg:;b:sll Getrl mezsr No Sept—Jan Friday ig%%mn: until 6 Yes 80 80
pery ©ep 10:30pm
Soccer 10 times M-F, 38:'3000an_ Yes
Games oer year Yes Nov—Feb Select (\;arsﬁty until 10 Yes 38 0
Saturdays and JV) 8:00pm
3:30pm-
6:00pm Yes
. M-F, (5:00pm- Select
Baseball 12 times Yes Feb-June Select 8:00pm Games Up to 12 No 25 0
Games per year .
Saturdays select until
night 8:00pm
games)
3:30pm-
6:30pm Yes
Football _ M-F, (Wl.th August -
. Daily Yes June —Jan Select occasional | November TBD No 80 0
Practice .
Saturdays 5:00pm - until
8:00pm 8:00pm
practice)
Track and M-F, 3:30pm —
Field Daily No Feb-June Select ->0p No N/A No 55 55
. 6:00pm
Practice Saturdays
3:30pm- Yes
Soccer M-F, 6:30pm October-
. Daily Yes Nov—Feb Select (with March TBD No 38 0
Practice . .
Saturdays | occasional until
5:00pm - 8:00pm
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Table 2

Projected Event Information, Frequency, and Timing

Use of Anticipated # Anticipated
.. Frequency | Currently Held Days of Start & Field of Events Use of PA P Net New
Activity Months of Use . R . R # of L.
of Use On-Campus? Use End Times Lights Using Field Proposed? .. Participants
. Participants
Proposed? Lights
8:00pm (some
practice) practices
may run
from
5:00pm-
8:00pm)
M-F, .
Baset?all Daily Yes Feb-June Select 3:30pm No N/A No 25 0
Practice 6:00pm
Saturdays
M-F, .
Cheer Daily Yes Aug-June Select 3:30pm No N/A No 22 0
6:00pm
Saturdays
Potential Future School Activities
3:30pm —
6:00pm
Girls’ Flag 6 times M-F, (6:30pm- Oc\t(-el\slov
Football No Aug-Nov Select 8:00pm . TBD Yes 25 25
per year until
Games Saturdays select
. 8:00pm
night
games)
3:30pm -
6:00pm
Field 6 times M-F, (6:30pm- Oc\t(fel\jov
Hockey No Aug-Nov Select 8:00pm . TBD Yes 25 25
per year until
Games Saturdays select
. 8:00pm
night
games)
3:30pm —
6:00pm
Yes
. M-F, (6:30pm-
Lacrosse 12 times No Jan-May Select 8:00pm Jan M?rch TBD Yes 25 25
Games per year until
Saturdays select
. 8:00pm
night
games)
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school is not in session. Lighting use for community events would be limited to October to March.

Table 2
Projected Event Information, Frequency, and Timing
Use of Anticipated # Anticipated
.. Frequency | Currently Held Days of Start & Field of Events Use of PA P Net New
Activity Months of Use . . R #of L
of Use On-Campus? Use End Times Lights Using Field Proposed? .. Participants
. Participants
Proposed? Lights
Anticipated Community Activities*

Marina
8:00am-

Youth Weekly No Aug-Oct Sat/Sun No N/A No 200 200
4:00pm

Soccer

Marina
8:00am-

Youth Weekly No Feb-June Sat/Sun No N/A No 150 150
4:00pm

Baseball
* Additional community activities/uses could potentially use the proposed project between 8:00am to sunset between April to September and 8:00am to 8:00pm between October to March when
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Use of the proposed field lights would be specific to select evenings to accommodate athletic practices
and competitions, primarily during the winter months when the sun sets early or during home football
and soccer games. Practices for all sports would be scheduled to end by 8pm and use of the field lighting
would be limited to the hours after sunset and before 8pm for these regular events. As described above
in Table 2, soccer games and baseball games are not new uses as home games have previously been held
on-site and do not represent an expanded use under the proposed project. The project will change the
time for these events to allow for later scheduling. Estimated attendance for baseball is not expected to
change, while the attendance for soccer games is estimated to increase from 20 to 50 spectators as shown
on Table 1.

1.4 Project Approvals

MPUSD is the CEQA lead agency for the proposed project and, as a result, has the primary authority for
approval for the proposed project. The City of Marina is a responsible agency under CEQA. Additional
approvals for the proposed project would be required from the following state and local agencies:

e Division of the State Architect (DSA) — Approval of Construction Drawings

e Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) — National Pollution Discharge
Elimination Permit (NPDES)

e RWAQCB - Construction General Permit

e City of Marina — Tree Removal Permit

The RWQCB would be a responsible agency as defined by CEQA. In addition, the field lighting component
of the proposed project will be seeking a Fixture Seal of Approval from the International Dark Sky
Association (IDSA) to ensure the proposed project would be consistent with policies for reducing
nighttime light pollution, minimizing glare, and reducing light trespass. IDSA reviewed the initial plans for
the proposed project and provided feedback to improve the design aspects relating to light pollution and
spillage. Project plans were revised by the project architect to ensure that the final plans would be IDSA
compliant. IDSA issued a Phase 1 letter of design compliance on October 26, 2023. IDSA will perform a
Phase 2 field review of the installed field lights following construction to verify installation compliance
with IDSA standards.
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Chapter 2. Environmental Factors Potentially Affected

The environmental factors identified below are discussed within Chapter 4. Initial Study Environmental

Checklist. Sources used for analysis of environmental effects are cited in parenthesis after each discussion

and are listed in Chapter 5. References.

X Aesthetics X] Agricultural and Forest X Air Quality
Resources
X Biological Resources X] cultural Resources X] Energy
X Geology/Soils X] Greenhouse Gas Emissions |Z| Hazards/Hazardous
Materials
|X| Hydrology/Water Quality |X| Land Use/Planning |Z| Mineral Resources
Xl Noise X] Population and Housing X] Public Services
|X| Recreation |X| Transportation |Z| Tribal Cultural Resources
|Z| Mandatory Findings of
|X| Utilities and Service Systems |X| Wildfire -
Significance
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Chapter 4. Initial Study Environmental Checklist

The following chapter assesses the environmental consequences associated with the proposed project.
Mitigation measures, where appropriate, are identified to address potential impacts.

EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

1. A brief explanation is required for all answers except “No Impact” answers that are adequately
supported by the information sources a lead agency cites in the parentheses following each question. A
“No Impact” answer is adequately supported if the referenced information sources show that the impact
simply does not apply to projects like the one involved (e.g., the project falls outside a fault rupture zone).
A “No Impact” answer should be explained where it is based on project-specific factors as well as general
standards (e.g., the project will not expose sensitive receptors to pollutants, based on project-specific
screening analysis).

2. All answers must take into account the whole action involved, including offsite as well as on-site,
cumulative as well as project-level, indirect as well as direct, and construction as well as operational
impacts.

3. Once the lead agency has determined that a particular physical impact may occur, then the checklist
answers must indicate whether the impact is potentially significant, less than significant with mitigation,
or less than significant. "Potentially Significant Impact" is appropriate if there is substantial evidence that
an effect may be significant. If there are one or more "Potentially Significant Impact" entries when the
determination is made, an EIR is required.

4. "Negative Declaration: Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorporated" applies where the
incorporation of mitigation measures has reduced an effect from "Potentially Significant Impact" to a
"Less Than Significant Impact." The lead agency must describe the mitigation measures, and briefly explain
how they reduce the effect to a less than significant level.

5. Earlier analyses may be used where, pursuant to the tiering, program EIR, or other CEQA process, an
effect has been adequately analyzed in an earlier EIR or negative declaration (Section 15063(c)(3)(D)). In
this case, a brief discussion should identify the following:

a) Earlier Analysis Used. Identify and state where they are available for review.

b) Impacts Adequately Addressed. Identify which effects from the above checklist were within the
scope of and adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and
state whether such effects were addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis.

c) Mitigation Measures. For effects that are "Less than Significant with Mitigation Measures
Incorporated," describe the mitigation measures, which were incorporated or refined from the earlier
document and the extent to which they address site-specific conditions for the project.

6. Lead agencies are encouraged to incorporate information sources for potential impacts (e.g., general
plans, zoning ordinances) into the checklist references. Reference to a previously prepared or outside
document should, where appropriate, include a reference to the page or pages where the statement is
substantiated.

7. Supporting Information Sources: A source list should be attached, and other sources used, or individuals
contacted should be cited in the discussion.
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8. This is only a suggested form, and lead agencies are free to use different formats; however, lead
agencies should normally address the questions from this checklist that are relevant to a project’s
environmental effects in whatever format is selected.

9. The explanation of each issue should identify:

a) The significance criteria or threshold, if any, used to evaluate each question; and
b) The mitigation measure identified, if any, to reduce the impact to less than significance.
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4.1

4.1.1

Aesthetics

Environmental Setting

The coastal landscape of Monterey County is aesthetically rich and visually diverse, and some areas, such
as the Monterey Peninsula, are recognized and highly regarded for their aesthetic quality. The proposed
project is located on the existing Marina High School campus, in Marina, California. Views in and around
the proposed project site include sand dunes to the west, the Marina High School campus to the south,

the existing parking lot to the east, and wooded areas to the north.

4.1.2 Environmental Impacts
Less Than
Potentially Significant Less Than
. S . L No
Environmental Impacts Significant With Significant
e Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated
AESTHETICS. Would the project:
a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista? ] ] DX( Il
b) Substantially damage scenic resources, including, ] ] DX( Il
but not limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and
historic buildings within a state scenic highway?
c) In non-urbanized areas, substantially degrade the ] ] X ]
existing visual character or quality of public views
of the site and its surroundings? (Public views are
those that are experienced from publicly accessible
vantage point.) If the project is in an urbanized area
would the project conflict with applicable zoning
and other regulations governing scenic quality?
d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare U D( Ol Il
which would adversely affect day or nighttime
views in the area?
4.1.3 Explanation
a-b) Less than Significant Impact. The proposed project consists of reconfiguration of the existing

athletic fields and the installation of new field lighting, bleachers, concessions stand, restrooms,
and other improvements. Policy 4.126.3 of the City of Marina General Plan states that “The visual
character and scenic resources of the Marina Planning Area shall be protected for the enjoyment
of current and future generations. To this end, ocean views from Highway One shall be maintained
to the greatest possible extent”. There are no scenic vistas located on the proposed project site,
as the project site is occupied by Marina High School. Ocean views across the proposed project
site are not widely available from adjacent land due to topography and vegetation