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You don't often get email from deandae@stancounty.com. Learn why this is important

Good afternoon,
 
The attached letter was received for the Use Permit Application for Central Irrigation, an irrigation
supply company. I’ve reviewed the letter and have a few comments:
 
The DOC’s Farmland mapping system has the area with the existing warehouses (the warehouses
were constructed in the 1950’s) that are proposed to be used by the Central Irrigation request
designated as Semi-Agricultural and Rural Commercial Land:

 
The use of the land to the north of the warehouses for the proposal (outside of the Semi-Agricultural
and Rural Commercial Land area) is designated as Prime Farmland; however, the project does not
include the construction of additional buildings within the area designated as Prime Farmland, and
only proposes to utilize a small portion north of the buildings for outdoor storage for the irrigation
hoses/materials. The area to the north that is designated as Prime Farmland that will be used for
storage can be reasonably returned to agriculture as no permanent improvements will be made to
that area.
 
The discussion regarding the designations of Prime Farmland and Semi-Agricultural and Rural
Commercial Land under this proposal was discussed in Section II – Agriculture and Forest Resources
of the Initial Study: https://www.stancounty.com/planning/pl/act-proj/PLN2023-0146_30_Day.pdf.
 
Are the original comments in the attached letter still applicable over the project after reviewing the
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Gavin Newsom, Governor 
Gabe Tiffany, Acting Director 


OCTOBER 16, 2024 


VIA EMAIL: DEANDAE@STANCOUNTY.COM 
EMILY DEANDA, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 
STANISLAUS COUNTY 
PLANNING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
1010 10TH STREET, SUITE 3400 
MODESTO, CA 95354 


Dear Ms. DeAnda: 


INITIAL STUDY AND NEGATIVE DECLARATION FOR THE USE PERMIT NO. PLN2023-0146 
CENTRAL IRRIGATION INC. PROJECT, SCH# 2023120694 


The Department of Conservation’s (Department) Division of Land Resource Protection 
(Division) has reviewed the Initial Study and Negative Declaration for the Use Permit No. 
PLN2023-0146 Central Irrigation Inc. Project (Project). 


The Division monitors and maps farmland conversion on a statewide basis, provides 
technical assistance regarding the Williamson Act, and administers various agricultural 
land conservation programs. Public Resources Code, section 614, subdivision (b) 
authorizes the Department to provide soil conservation advisory services to local 
governments, including review of CEQA documents. 


Protection of the state’s agricultural land resources is part of the Department’s mission 
and central to many of its programs. The CEQA process gives the Department an 
opportunity to acknowledge the value of the resource, identify areas of Department 
interest, and offer information on how to assess potential impacts or mitigation 
opportunities. 


The Department respects local decision-making by informing the CEQA process, and is 
not taking a position or providing legal or policy interpretation. 


We offer the following comments for consideration with respect to the project’s 
potential impacts on agricultural land and resources within the Department’s purview. 


PROJECT ATTRIBUTES 


Request to establish an agricultural service establishment within two existing 5,000 
square feet each metal buildings and outdoor storage on a 3.5±-acre portion of a 
194.8-acre parcel in the General Agriculture (A-2-40) zoning district. The business will 
serve as an agricultural irrigation component warehouse for delivery or pickup or 
irrigation materials by agricultural customers.
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The warehouses will store PVC pipe, drip irrigation hoses, and other irrigation 
components. Additional storage of material will be stored north of each building, 
enclosed by a six-foot-tall chain-link fence. 


The project site contains Prime Farmland as designated by DOC’s Farmland Mapping 
and Monitoring Program, and a portion of the project site is subject to a Williamson Act 
contract. 


PROJECT CONSIDERATIONS 


The conversion of agricultural land represents a permanent reduction and impact to 
California’s agricultural land resources. The Department generally advises discussion of 
the following in any environmental review for the loss or conversion of agricultural land: 


• Type, amount, and location of farmland conversion resulting directly and
indirectly from implementation of the proposed project.


• Impacts on any current and future agricultural operations in the vicinity; e.g.,
land-use conflicts, increases in land values and taxes, loss of agricultural support
infrastructure such as processing facilities, etc.


• Incremental impacts leading to cumulative impacts on agricultural land. This
would include impacts from the proposed project, as well as impacts from past,
current, and likely future projects.


• Implementation of any City or County Agricultural Mitigation Plans, Programs, or
Policies.


• Proposed mitigation measures for impacted agricultural lands within the
proposed project area.


• The project’s compatibility with lands within an agricultural preserve and/or
enrolled in a Williamson Act contract.


WILLIAMSON ACT 


Where, as here, the project site is located on land subject to a Williamson Act contract, 
the Department advises that the environmental review discuss the compatibility of the 
project with the contract and local Williamson Act program requirements. 


MITIGATING AGRICULTURAL LAND LOSS OR CONVERSION 


Consistent with CEQA Guidelines, the Department advises that the environmental 
review address mitigation for the loss or conversion of agricultural land. An agricultural 
conservation easement is one potential method for mitigating loss or conversion of 
agricultural land. (See Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, § 15370 [mitigation includes 
“compensating for the impact by replacing or providing substitute resources or 
environments, including through permanent protection of such resources in the form of 
conservation easements.”]; see also King and Gardiner Farms, LLC v. County of Kern 
(2020) 45 Cal.App.5th 814.) 
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Mitigation through agricultural conservation easements can take at least two forms: the 
outright purchase of easements or the donation of mitigation fees to a local, regional, 
or statewide organization or agency whose purpose includes the acquisition and 
stewardship of agricultural easements. The conversion of agricultural land may be 
viewed as an impact of at least regional significance. Hence, the search for 
replacement lands may not need to be limited strictly to lands within the project’s 
surrounding area.  A helpful source for regional and statewide agricultural mitigation 
banks is the California Council of Land Trusts. They provide helpful insight into farmland 
mitigation policies and implementation strategies, including a guidebook with model 
policies and a model local ordinance. The guidebook can be found at: 


California Council of Land Trusts 


Of course, the use of conservation easements is only one form of mitigation, and the 
Department urges consideration of any other feasible measures necessary to mitigate 
project impacts. 


Thank you for giving us the opportunity to comment on the Initial Study and Negative 
Declaration for the Use Permit No. PLN2023-0146 Central Irrigation Inc. Project. Please 
provide the Department with notices of any future hearing dates as well as any staff 
reports pertaining to this project. If you have any questions regarding our comments, 
please contact Farl Grundy, Associate Environmental Planner via email at 
Farl.Grundy@conservation.ca.gov. 


Sincerely, 


Monique Wilber 


Conservation Program Support Supervisor 
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information above?
 
Thank you,
 
Emily DeAnda
Associate Planner
Planning and Community Development
Stanislaus County
Ph: 209-525-5984
 
Due to high volume, appointments are strongly recommended and will be given priority over walk-ins.
For information on how to schedule an appointment please go to
www.stancounty.com/planning/contacts.shtm
 

From: Grundy, Farl@DOC <Farl.Grundy@conservation.ca.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, October 17, 2024 9:56 AM
To: Emily DeAnda <deandae@stancounty.com>
Cc: OPR State Clearinghouse <State.Clearinghouse@opr.ca.gov>
Subject: RE: Comments on PLN2023_0146 IS_MND SCH# 2023120694
 
*** WARNING: This message originated from outside of Stanislaus County. DO NOT click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe ***

 
Ms. DeAnda,
 
Attached is the updated/corrected version of the Department of Conservation’s comments
regarding the Use Permit Application No. PLN2023-0146 – Central Irrigation project. My apologizes
for the previous confusion.
 
Sincerely,
 

Farl Grundy
Associate Environmental Planner
Division of Land Resource Protection
Williamson Act / CEQA
 
California Department of Conservation
715 P Street, MS 1904
Sacramento, CA, 95814
E: Farl.Grundy@conservation.ca.gov
C: (916) 617-0522
 

   
 
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This communication and any files transmitted with it are intended only
for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed. This message contains information,
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which may be privileged and confidential. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that
disclosing, copying, distributing or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this information
may be prohibited. Repeated e-mail transmissions cannot be guaranteed to be secured or error-free,
as information could be intercepted, corrupted, lost, destroyed, arrive late or incomplete. The
sender therefore does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in the contents of this message,
which arise as a result of repeated e-mail transmissions.
 
 
 

From: Emily DeAnda <deandae@stancounty.com> 
Sent: Thursday, October 17, 2024 9:43 AM
To: Grundy, Farl@DOC <Farl.Grundy@conservation.ca.gov>
Cc: OPR State Clearinghouse <State.Clearinghouse@opr.ca.gov>
Subject: RE: Comments on PLN2023_0146 IS_MND SCH# 2023120694
 
Thank you, I’ve let the project Planner know and to be aware that a new letter is on its way for the
PEIR.  
 
Thanks for the fast response!
 
Emily DeAnda
Associate Planner
Planning and Community Development
Stanislaus County
Ph: 209-525-5984
 
Due to high volume, appointments are strongly recommended and will be given priority over walk-ins.
For information on how to schedule an appointment please go to
www.stancounty.com/planning/contacts.shtm
 
 

From: Grundy, Farl@DOC <Farl.Grundy@conservation.ca.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, October 17, 2024 9:41 AM
To: Emily DeAnda <deandae@stancounty.com>
Cc: OPR State Clearinghouse <State.Clearinghouse@opr.ca.gov>
Subject: RE: Comments on PLN2023_0146 IS_MND SCH# 2023120694
 
*** WARNING: This message originated from outside of Stanislaus County. DO NOT click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe ***

 
Ms. DeAnda,
 
Yes, I realized the project description in the letter was incorrect. If you can disregard this letter I will
have an updated version for you in a few minutes.
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Thank you,
 
 

Farl Grundy
Associate Environmental Planner
Division of Land Resource Protection
Williamson Act / CEQA
 
California Department of Conservation
715 P Street, MS 1904
Sacramento, CA, 95814
E: Farl.Grundy@conservation.ca.gov
C: (916) 617-0522
 

   
 
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This communication and any files transmitted with it are intended only
for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed. This message contains information,
which may be privileged and confidential. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that
disclosing, copying, distributing or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this information
may be prohibited. Repeated e-mail transmissions cannot be guaranteed to be secured or error-free,
as information could be intercepted, corrupted, lost, destroyed, arrive late or incomplete. The
sender therefore does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in the contents of this message,
which arise as a result of repeated e-mail transmissions.
 
 
 

From: Emily DeAnda <deandae@stancounty.com> 
Sent: Thursday, October 17, 2024 9:38 AM
To: Grundy, Farl@DOC <Farl.Grundy@conservation.ca.gov>
Cc: OPR State Clearinghouse <State.Clearinghouse@opr.ca.gov>
Subject: RE: Comments on PLN2023_0146 IS_MND SCH# 2023120694
 
Good morning,
 
Is this comment letter referring to the Salida Community Plan Notice of Preparation for the
Programmatic EIR, or the use permit for an irrigation supply business under Use Permit (UP) App.
No. PLN2023-0146 – Central Irrigation? The comment letter references the irrigation supply project
number in the subject line; however, it discusses the PEIR in the body of the letter.
 
The UP for the irrigation supply business has an Initial Study ND circulating right now:
https://www.stancounty.com/planning/pl/act-proj/PLN2023-0146_30_Day.pdf
 
The Notice of Preparation of the PEIR for the Salida Community Plan was also issued within the last
month or so: https://www.stancounty.com/planning/pl/act-proj/PLN2024-0083_NOP.pdf
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Please clarify which project the letter is intended for/revise the letter to address the intended
project.
 
Thank you,
 
Emily DeAnda
Associate Planner
Planning and Community Development
Stanislaus County
Ph: 209-525-5984
 
Due to high volume, appointments are strongly recommended and will be given priority over walk-ins.
For information on how to schedule an appointment please go to
www.stancounty.com/planning/contacts.shtm
 
 

From: Grundy, Farl@DOC <Farl.Grundy@conservation.ca.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, October 17, 2024 9:28 AM
To: Emily DeAnda <deandae@stancounty.com>
Cc: OPR State Clearinghouse <State.Clearinghouse@opr.ca.gov>
Subject: Comments on PLN2023_0146 IS_MND SCH# 2023120694
 
*** WARNING: This message originated from outside of Stanislaus County. DO NOT click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe ***

 
Good morning,
 
Attached are the Department of Conservation’s comments on the Initial Study and Mitigated
Negative Declaration for the Use Permit No. PLN2023-0146 – Central Irrigation Project. Please let me
know if you have any trouble viewing the attached pdf as a hard copy of these comments will not be
sent unless specifically requested.
 
Sincerely,
 
 

Farl Grundy
Associate Environmental Planner
Division of Land Resource Protection
Williamson Act / CEQA
 
California Department of Conservation
715 P Street, MS 1904
Sacramento, CA, 95814
E: Farl.Grundy@conservation.ca.gov
C: (916) 617-0522
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CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This communication and any files transmitted with it are intended only
for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed. This message contains information,
which may be privileged and confidential. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that
disclosing, copying, distributing or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this information
may be prohibited. Repeated e-mail transmissions cannot be guaranteed to be secured or error-free,
as information could be intercepted, corrupted, lost, destroyed, arrive late or incomplete. The
sender therefore does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in the contents of this message,
which arise as a result of repeated e-mail transmissions.
 


