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El Centro, CA                              Imperial County

On June 30, 2022, Governor Gavin Newsom signed into law Senate Bill (SB) 125 authorizing the state to assist in 
developing Imperial County’s lithium resource in an area that is a part of the Salton Sea Known Geothermal Resource 
Area, known as Lithium Valley.  SB 125 appropriated funding to develop a Lithium Valley Specific Plan (LVSP) and PEIR, 
and adopted a lithium excise tax to fund Salton Sea restoration efforts and to fund affected communities. The LVSP 
facilitates renewable energy development, lithium extraction, associated infrastructure, commercial, and related 
manufacturing industries, which provide quality local jobs, while minimizing adverse effects on the environment and public 
health. The LVSP would serve as the land use and zoning regulations on the southeastern side of the Salton Sea. The 
Project would change the permissible land uses, to include Green Industrial (e.g. geothermal energy, lithium/mineral 
extraction), Manufacturing (e.g. lithium batteries), Logistics, Renewables, Community Opportunity Areas, Solar, Playa 
Restoration, Floodplains, and Conservation, with an Agricultural Overlay. This Project would be a pivotal step for Imperial 
Valley towards a more sustainable and localized economy and support the nations’ ability to produce sustainable energy 
and technologies. The Project also includes amendments to the County General Plan and Zoning Ordinance /Map.

The Draft Program EIR evaluated potential environmental effects related to aesthetics; agricultural 
and forestry resources; air quality; biological resources; cultural resources; energy; geology and 
soils; greenhouse gas emissions; hazards and hazardous materials; hydrology and water quality; 
land use and planning; mineral resources; noise; population and housing; public services; 
recreation; transportation/traffic; tribal cultural resources; utilities and service systems; and wildfire. 
 
The Draft Program EIR identified impacts related to geology and soils and hazards and hazardous 
materials; however, these impacts would be reduced to less than significant levels with 
implementation of the mitigation measures identified in the Draft Program EIR. Significant and 
unavoidable impacts were identified in the areas of aesthetics, agricultural and forestry resources, 
air quality, biological resources, cultural resources, greenhouse gas emissions, noise, population 
and housing, tribal cultural resources, and transportation.



continued 

If applicable, describe any of the project's areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues 
raised by agencies and the public. 

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project. 

 

 

In accordance with Section 15082(a) of the CEQA Guidelines, the County circulated a Notice of 
Preparation (NOP) for public and agency review and held a public scoping meeting to solicit input 
on the scope and content of the Draft Program EIR. The County received substantial agency and 
public comment during the scoping period. Areas of controversy identified through the scoping 
process generally relate to the scale and intensity of proposed land use changes and whether the 
benefits of the project outweigh environmental impacts that cannot be feasibly mitigated. Primary 
issues raised by agencies and the public include potential impacts related to aesthetics; air quality; 
agricultural and biological resources; geology and soils; greenhouse gas emissions; hazards and 
hazardous materials; hydrology and water quality, including effects on the Salton Sea; land use 
compatibility; noise; population and housing; public services and infrastructure; recreation; 
transportation; tribal cultural resources; and utilities and service systems. These issues are 
addressed in the Draft Program EIR. 

Responsible and trustee agencies include the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers; U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service; California State Lands Commission; and the California Department of Transportation. 
Additional local agencies and organizations also provided comments during the scoping process.


