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1.0

1.1

1.

10.

11.

Introduction
Initial Study Information Sheet
Project title: Highway 74/Ethanac Sewer Extension Project
Lead agency name and address: Elsinore Valley Municipal Water District
31315 Chaney Street, Lake Elsinore, CA 92530
Contact person and phone number: Joseph McGhee, P.E.
(951) 674-3146
Project location: Highway 74, between Wasson Canyon Road and
Ethanac Road, and within Wasson Canyon Road,
between Highway 74 and Mauricio Avenue
Meadowbrook, Riverside County, CA
Project sponsor’s name and address: See Lead Agency
General plan designation: None — public rights-of-way
Zoning: None — public rights-of-way
Description of project: See Section 2
Surrounding land uses and setting: See Section 2
Other public agencies whose approval is required (e.g., permits, financing approval, or

participation agreement:

e County of Riverside (Encroachment Permit)
e Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) (Construction General Permit)
e California Department of Industrial Relations (Underground Classification)

Have California Native American tribes traditionally and culturally affiliated with the project area
requested consultation pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21080.3.17 If so, is there a plan
for consultation that includes, for example, the determination of significance of impacts to tribal
cultural resources, procedures regarding confidentiality, etc.?

OnJune 6, 2023, letters inviting tribes to consult under Assembly Bill (AB) 52 were sent to the Soboba
Band of Luisefio Indians (Soboba), Pechanga Band of Luisefio Indians (Pechanga), Rincon Band of Luisefio
Indians (Rincon), and Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians (Agua Caliente). Pechanga and Rincon
requested AB 52 consultation and Agua Caliente responded noting no further consultation was needed.
The Pala Band of Mission Indians (Pala) also requested involvement in AB 52 consultation in response to
informal outreach about the Project. Project reports and draft mitigation measures have been provided
to these tribes, as requested, for review. Revisions to the mitigation measures provided by Pechanga are
contained herein. Rincon’s review of Project documents is ongoing. Consultation with these tribes is
ongoing.
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2.0 Project Description

2.1 Project Location

The Highway 74/Ethanac Sewer Extension Project (Project) is proposed within the Meadowbrook
community in unincorporated Riverside County (County), California (Figure 1, Regional Location).
Specifically, the Project would be constructed within Highway 74, between Wasson Canyon Road and
Ethanac Road, and within Wasson Canyon Road, between Highway 74 and Mauricio Avenue (Figure 2,
Project Location). The City of Lake Elsinore borders the Project site to the south, along Mauricio Avenue.

2.2 Project Background

Elsinore Valley Municipal Water District (EVMWD) is a public utility, created on December 23, 1950,
under the Municipal Water District Act of 1911. EVMWD provides public water service, water supply
development and planning, wastewater treatment and disposal, and recycling. Currently, EVMWD has
over 46,000 water, wastewater, and agricultural service connections over a 96-square-mile service area
within the cities of Lake Elsinore, Wildomar, Canyon Lake, and Murrieta, and unincorporated portions of
the County of Riverside. EVMWD is a sub agency of the Western Municipal Water District, a member
agency of The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California.

The Project is within EVMWD'’s Regional Water Reclamation Facility (WRF) sewershed. The Project
would be in a location that could facilitate the future conversion of the surrounding Meadowbrook rural
residential community from septic tanks to sewer in accordance with EVMWD’s 2016 Sewer System
Master Plan.

2.3 Project Components

The Project consists of construction of up to 12,500 feet of a 16-inch gravity trunk sewer pipeline within
Highway 74, between Wasson Canyon Road and Ethanac Road, and within Wasson Canyon Road,
between Highway 74 and Mauricio Avenue. The Project would connect to an existing 15-inch diameter
polyvinyl chloride (PVC) gravity trunk sewer at the intersection of Wasson Canyon Road and Mauricio
Avenue. Since EVMWD’s service area boundary is generally located along Ethanac Road, it is assumed
that sewer service north of Ethanac Road would be provided by the Eastern Municipal Water District.

The connection at Wasson Canyon Road and Mauricio Avenue would involve the removal of a concrete
plug to the existing 15-inch diameter PVC gravity trunk sewer, inspection of the existing sewer, and
installation of a manhole. Termination of the proposed pipeline would occur near the intersection of
Highway 74 and Ethanac Road with a terminal manhole and a 5-foot-long sewer pipeline extension
ending with a 15-inch concrete plug. Manholes throughout the alignment would be installed with
spacing of up to 500 feet and would be flush with the finished roadway surface.

Within Wasson Canyon Road, a two-lane road, the pipeline would be located approximately parallel to
and 6 feet east of the roadway centerline. Within Highway 74, a four-lane road, the pipeline would
typically be installed in the center of the driving lane nearest to the roadway centerline, on the south or
east side of the centerline. Installation of the pipeline within Highway 74 at the Wasson Canyon Wash
Crossing would include a 3.5-foot square concrete pipe encasement on top of the existing concrete box
culvert located on the eastern side of Highway 74.
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2.4 Construction Equipment and Phasing

The duration of construction is estimated to be approximately 37 months, starting October 2024. The
majority of pipeline, along Highway 74, would be constructed using open trench methods at a minimum
depth of seven feet. Within the narrower Wasson Canyon Road, it is anticipated that open trench
construction or a microtunnel boring machine would be used to install the pipeline. Construction is
anticipated to occur at a rate of 10 to 20 linear feet per day.

A minimum working limit width of 36 feet is recommended by the Project engineers to allow for a
3-foot-wide trench, a pipe laydown area, and a dump truck to drive aisle for material placement. It is
anticipated that this construction work area would result in limiting traffic to one lane in each direction
during pipe installation in Highway 74 and a temporary road closure for Wasson Canyon Road.
Construction traffic management plans (TMPs) would be required to be approved by the County for
construction within roadway rights-of-way (ROW). Work hours and lane closure schedules are
anticipated to be determined in coordination with the County.

Off-site staging areas are anticipated to consist of the approximately 0.25-acre gravel-surfaced property
at the southeast corner of Highway 74 and Greenwald Avenue and a temporary equipment storage lot,
less than 0.5-acre in size, at an undetermined location along the Highway 74 road corridor in a
previously disturbed/developed property. See Figure 2.

Approximately 17,000 cubic yards (CY) of soil material would be excavated during trenching. It is
estimated that 1,700 CY would be used to backfill trenched areas and the remaining 15,300 CY of
excavated material would be exported. To refill trenched areas, 15,300 CY of soil material would also be
imported to the Project site.

2.5 Construction Best Management Practices

Air Quality

Construction would implement standard dust control measures as required by South Coast Air Quality
Management District (SCAQMD) Rule 403, including watering two times daily during grading, ensuring
that all exposed surfaces maintain a minimum soil moisture of 12 percent, and limiting vehicle speeds
on unpaved roads to 15 miles per hour. All trucks hauling dirt, sand, soil, or other loose materials would
be covered with a fabric cover and maintain a freeboard height of 12 inches.

Brush Management

To minimize the risk of losses resulting from wildfire, the following measures would be implemented
during construction of the Project:

e Construction adjacent to areas of dense foliage during dry conditions will be avoided, when
feasible.

« Incases where avoidance is not feasible, brush fire prevention and management practices will
be incorporated. Specifics of the brush management program will be incorporated into Project
construction documents.
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Noise

The following measures would be implemented during construction to minimize noise impacts to
surrounding land uses:

e Construction equipment, including vehicles, generators, and compressors, would be maintained
in proper operating condition and will be equipped with manufacturers’ standard noise control
devices or better (e.g., mufflers, acoustical lagging, and/or engine enclosures).

e Construction work, including on-site equipment maintenance and repair, would be limited to
the hours specified in Riverside County Ordinance 847 (6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. between June and
September and 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. between October and May).

e Staging areas for construction equipment would be located away from residential land uses
where feasible.

Sensitive Biological Resources

Construction plans would include work limits and the limits of sensitive biological resources. Sensitive

habitat areas, including riparian habitats, would be flagged prior to construction occurring adjacent to
these areas to ensure staging and other construction activities avoid such resources and remain within
the disturbed and developed portions of the Project site.

Water Quality

Implementation of the proposed Project would require conformance with the National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) requirements. Such conformance would entail implementation of
a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) to address the discharge of contaminants (including
construction-related hazardous materials) and minimize runoff through appropriate best management
practices (BMPs). As a standard construction practice and regulatory requirement, EVMWD would
implement best BMPs from the required SWPPP for the Project, which may include:

« Covering stockpiled excavated and/or fill materials to reduce potential off-site sediment
transport;

» Employing appropriate standard spill prevention practices and clean-up materials;

e Maintaining the Project area free of trash and debris;

* Properly storing, handling, and disposing of toxins and pollutants, including waste materials;

e Using erosion control devices, such as straw wattles, mulch, mats, and/or geotextiles;

e Using sediment catchment structures such as hay bales, gravel or sandbags, silt fencing, fiber
rolls, matting, berms, or similar devices along grading boundaries and drainage courses to
prevent off-site sediment transport;

< Daily backfilling, compaction, and/or covering of excavated trenches to minimize erosion
potential; and/or

» Regularly inspecting and maintaining all erosion control and sediment catchment facilities to
ensure proper function and effectiveness.
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3.0 Environmental Factors Potentially Affected

The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project, involving at
least one impact that is a “Potentially Significant Impact” or “Less than Significant with Mitigation
Incorporated” as indicated by the checklist on the following pages.

[J Aesthetics [J Agriculture and Forestry 1 Air Quality
Resources
Biological Resources Cultural Resources 1 Energy
Geology and Soils [1 Greenhouse Gas Emissions [ Hazards and Hazardous
Materials

[1 Hydrology and Water Land Use and Planning 1 Mineral Resources
Quality

[ Noise [ Population and Housing (1 Public Services

(1 Recreation 1 Transportation Tribal Cultural Resources

[J Utilities and Service [ Wildfire Mandatory Findings of
Systems Significance
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4.0

Environmental Initial Study Checklist

The lead agency has defined the column headings in the environmental checklist as follows:

A.

“Potentially Significant Impact” is appropriate if there is substantial evidence that an effect may
be significant. If there are one or more “Potentially Significant Impact” entries when the
determination is made, an EIR is required.

“Less Than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated” applies where the inclusion of mitigation
measures has reduced an effect from “Potentially Significant Impact” to a “Less Than Significant
Impact.” All mitigation measures are described, including a brief explanation of how the
measures reduce the effect to a less than significant level. Mitigation measures from earlier
analyses may be cross-referenced.

“Less Than Significant Impact” applies where the project does not create an impact that exceeds
a stated significance threshold.

“No Impact” applies where a project does not create an impact in that category. “No Impact”
answers do not require an explanation if they are adequately supported by the information
sources cited by the lead agency which show that the impact simply does not apply to projects
like the one involved (e.g., the project falls outside a fault rupture zone). A “No Impact” answer
should be explained where it is based on project-specific factors as well as general standards
(e.g., the project would not expose sensitive receptors to pollutants, based on a project specific
screening analysis).

The explanation of each issue identifies the significance criteria or threshold used to evaluate each
guestion; and the mitigation measure identified, if any, to reduce the impact to less than significance.
Earlier analyses may be used where, pursuant to the tiering, program EIR, or other CEQA process, an
effect has been adequately analyzed in an earlier EIR or negative declaration [CEQA Guidelines Section
15063(c)(3)(D)]. Where appropriate, the discussion identifies the following:

a) Earlier Analyses Used. Identifies where earlier analyses are available for review.

b) Impacts Adequately Addressed. Identifies which effects from the checklist were within the scope

of and adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and
states whether such effects were addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier
analysis.

Mitigation Measures. For effects that are “Less Than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated,”
describes the mitigation measures which were incorporated or refined from the earlier
document and the extent to which they address site-specific conditions for the project.
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Aesthetics
Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
Except as provided in Public Resources Code Section 21099,
would the project:
a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista? ] ] ]

b) Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not
limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and historic buildings ] ] ]
within a state scenic highway?

c) Innon-urbanized areas, substantially degrade the existing
visual character or quality of public views of the site and
its surroundings? (Public views are those that are
experienced from publicly accessible vantage point). If the ] ] ]
project is in an urbanized area, would the project conflict
with applicable zoning and other regulations governing
scenic quality?

d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare which
would adversely affect day or nighttime views in the ] ] ]
area?

a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista?

Less Than Significant Impact. Scenic vistas of surrounding mountains, including the Santa Ana
Mountains, are available from the Project alignment. Low-lying development surrounds the alignment
but does not obstruct the overall scenic vistas. During construction, equipment would be added to the
Project area but would not be of a height to obstruct vistas of surrounding mountains. Further,
construction equipment would be located there temporarily and removed upon completion of
construction. After the completion of construction, the proposed Project would consist of sewer
infrastructure located entirely underground. Therefore, no permanent changes to scenic vistas would
occur due to the Project. Impacts would be less than significant.

b) Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and
historic buildings within a state scenic highway?

No Impact. The portion of Highway 74 where the Project is proposed is an eligible state scenic highway.
The nearest designated state scenic highway to the Project site is the portion of Highway 74 within the
San Bernadino National Forest, beginning approximately 25 miles east of the Project site (California
Department of Transportation 2019). The Project site would not be visible from this designated state
scenic highway. As discussed in item l.a, permanent Project components would be located underground
and construction activities that would occur above ground would be temporary in nature. Thus, the
Project would not result in damage to scenic resources in a state scenic highway and no impact would
occur.
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¢) Innon-urbanized areas, substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality of public views
of the site and its surroundings? (Public views are those that are experienced from publicly
accessible vantage point). If the project is in an urbanized area, would the project conflict with
applicable zoning and other regulations governing scenic quality?

Less Than Significant Impact. The definition of “urbanized area” in an unincorporated area contained in
Public Resources Code 21071 requires a finding that the adopted plans and zoning for the area are
consistent with principles that encourage compact development. The Meadowbrook community does
not qualify as an urbanized area and the Project is evaluated according to its impact on the visual
character and quality of public views of the Project site and its surroundings.

As described further in item |.a, the Project would temporarily introduce construction equipment to the
Project area but would not result in permanent, aboveground components. Construction equipment
introduced to the Project area would not result in substantial degradation of the visual character or
guality of public views, which consist of more distant mountain ranges. As no aboveground components
would be installed, no permanent change to the visual character or quality of public views of the Project
site and its surroundings would occur. Impacts would be less than significant.

d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare that would adversely affect day or nighttime views
in the area?

No Impact. Construction of the proposed Project would occur during daytime hours when no lighting is
required for construction activities. No nighttime construction, which would require lighting, is proposed
to occur. Once operational, Project components would be located underground and would not be a
source of light or glare. No impact would occur.

Il. Agriculture and Forestry Resources

Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

Would the project:

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland
of Statewide Importance (Farmland), as shown on the
maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and ] ] ]
Monitoring Program of the California Resources Agency,
to non-agricultural use?

b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a

Williamson Act contract? . u u
c) Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of,

forest land (as defined in Public Resources Code

Section 12220(g)), timberland (as defined by Public O 0 0

Resources Code Section 4526), or timberland zoned
Timberland Production (as defined by Government Code
Section 51104(g))?




Highway 74/Ethanac Sewer Extension Project

Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
d) Resultin the loss of forest land or conversion of forest
land to non-forest use? . u u
e) Involve other changes in the existing environment which,
due to their location or nature, could result in conversion
L] L] L]

of Farmland, to non-agricultural use or conversion of
forest land to non- forest use?

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide Importance (Farmland), as
shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of the
California Resources Agency, to non-agricultural use?

b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a Williamson Act contract?

No Impact. The Project site consists of existing ROW and developed land. According to the California
Important Farmland Finder, land surrounding the Project site is designated as Grazing Land, Other Land,
and Urban and Built-up Land (California Department of Conservation [DOC] 2018). No Williamson Act
contracts or sites with agricultural zoning are present within the Project site. The Project would not
convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide Importance to a non-agricultural
use. No impact would occur.

c) Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of, forest land (as defined in Public Resources
Code Section 12220(g)), timberland (as defined by Public Resources Code Section 4526), or
timberland zoned Timberland Production (as defined by Government Code Section 51104(g))?

d) Resultin the loss of forest land or conversion of forest land to non-forest use?

No Impact. The Project site consists of developed roadways and properties, which are not zoned for or
used as forest land, timberland, or timberland zoned Timberland Production. Therefore, the Project
would not result in rezoning of these uses or the conversion of forest land to a non-forest use. No
impact would occur.

e) Involve other changes in the existing environment which, due to their location or nature, could
result in conversion of Farmland, to non-agricultural use or conversion of forest land to non-forest
use?

No Impact. As discussed in items ll.a through d above, the Project site does not contain agricultural or
forest land uses. The Project would not result in conversion of these uses and no impact would occur.

10
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1. Air Quality
Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
Where available, the significance criteria established by the
applicable air quality management district or air pollution
control district may be relied upon to make the following
determinations. Would the project:
a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable
air quality plan? u u u
b) Resultin a cumulatively considerable net increase of any
criteria pollutant for which the project region is non-
attainment under an applicable federal or state ambient air U U U
quality standard?
c) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant
concentrations? U U U
d) Resultin other emissions (such as those leading to odors
) ( g ) 0 0 0

adversely affecting a substantial number of people?

The discussion below is based on the Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Emissions Assessment prepared
by HELIX Environmental Planning, Inc. (HELIX; 2023a), attached to this Initial Study as Appendix A.

a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air quality plan?

Less Than Significant Impact. The Project is located within the South Coast Air Basin (SCAB) where the
SCAQMD is responsible for implementing emissions standards and other requirements of federal and
state laws. As required by the California Clean Air Act, the SCAQMD has responded to the requirement
to decrease emissions by preparing a sequence of Air Quality Management Plans (AQMPSs). On
December 2, 2022, the SCAQMD adopted the 2022 AQMP, which seeks to achieve multiple goals in
partnership with other entities promoting reductions in criteria pollutant emissions, greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions, and toxic risk, as well as efficiencies in energy use, transportation, and goods
movement (SCAQMD 2022). The 2022 AQMP is the applicable air quality plan for the Project. Growth
forecasts prepared by the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) form the basis for the
land use and transportation control portions of the AQMP.* These growth forecasts are based, in part,
on projections originating with County and City General Plans, and are utilized in the preparation of the
air quality forecasts and consistency analysis included in the AQMP.

The two principal criteria for determining conformance to the AQMP are:
1. Whether a project would result in an increase in the frequency or severity of existing air quality

violations; cause or contribute to new violations; or delay timely attainment of air quality
standards; and

1 SCAG serves as the federally designated metropolitan planning organization for the southern California region.

11
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2. Whether a project would exceed the assumptions in the AQMP.

With respect to the first criterion, as shown in item Ill.b, the Project would not generate short-term or
long-term emissions that could potentially cause an increase in the frequency or severity of existing air
quality violations; cause or contribute to new violations; or delay timely attainment of air quality
standards.

With respect to the second criterion, the Project proposes installation of a trunk sewer pipeline, which
would not result in population or employment increases and would not exceed the growth projection
assumptions in the AQMP. The proposed pipeline would serve existing and planned development in the
Project area and would not induce unanticipated population growth. Construction would require
approximately 12 construction workers who would be recruited from the local pool of labor. Therefore,
Project construction would not create employment opportunities exceeding growth estimates for the
area.

Because the Project is consistent with the growth assumptions used in developing the AQMP, pursuant
to SCAQMD guidelines, the proposed Project is considered consistent with the region’s AQMP. As such,
proposed Project-related emissions are accounted for in the AQMP, which is crafted to bring the basin
into attainment for all criteria pollutants. Accordingly, the proposed Project would be consistent with
the emissions projections in the AQMP and impacts would be less than significant.

b) Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria pollutant for which the project
region is non-attainment under an applicable federal or state ambient air quality standard?

Less Than Significant Impact. The SCAB is currently non-attainment for federal ozone and particulate
matter 10 microns or less in diameter (PMsg) standards and for state ozone, PM1o, and particulate
matter 2.5 microns or less in diameter (PM. ) standards. Concentrations of all other pollutants meet
applicable federal and/or state standards. To determine whether a project would result in emissions
that would violate an air quality standard or contribute substantially to an existing or projected air
quality violation, a project’s emissions are evaluated based on the quantitative emission thresholds
established by the SCAQMD (SCAQMD 2023).

The Project would generate criteria pollutants in the short-term during construction. Once construction
activity is complete, the Project components would be sealed pipelines, which would be located
underground and operate passively. The Project’s construction emissions were calculated using the
California Emissions Estimator Model (CalEEMod), Version 2022.1.1.14 (California Air Pollution Control
Officers Association 2022). Emission calculations in CalEEMod were based on equipment assumptions
provided by Project engineers and assumed implementation of standard dust control measures required
by SCAQMD Rule 403, as described further in Section 2.5. Specific model input details are described
further in the project’s air quality assessment provided in Appendix A. The results of the emissions
calculations for Project construction are shown in Table 1, Maximum Daily Construction Emissions. The
data are presented as the maximum anticipated daily emissions for comparison with the SCAQMD
thresholds.

12
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Table 1
MAXIMUM DAILY CONSTRUCTION EMISSIONS
Pollutant Emissions (pounds per day) |
Year VOC NOx CcO SO2 PM1o PM2s
2024 2.7 20.2 25.9 0.1 1.2 0.8
2025 2.6 17.9 25.6 0.1 1.0 0.7
2026 2.4 15.4 23.5 0.1 0.9 0.6
2027 2.4 14.6 234 0.1 0.9 0.6
Maximum Daily Emissions 2.7 20.2 25.9 0.1 1.2 0.8
SCAQMD Thresholds 75 100 550 150 150 55
Significant Impact? No No No No No No

Source: HELIX 2023a; SCAQMD 2023

VOC = volatile organic compound; NOx = nitrogen oxides; CO = carbon monoxide; SO, = sulfur dioxide;

PMjio = respirable particulate matter 10 microns or less in diameter; PM, s = fine particulate matter 2.5 microns or
less in diameter; SCAQMD = South Coast Air Quality Management District

As shown in Table 1, the Project’s construction emissions would not exceed SCAQMD thresholds and,
therefore, would not result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria pollutant. As
described previously, the Project would consist of passive pipelines after construction and would not
result in operational emissions of criteria pollutants. Impacts would be less than significant.

c) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations?

Less Than Significant Impact. Sensitive receptors in the Project vicinity include residences located
adjacent to the proposed alignment. Construction of the Project has the potential to result in emissions
of criteria pollutants and toxic air contaminants (TACs). These emissions are evaluated below. No
emissions would occur during Project operation and sensitive receptors would not be exposed to
substantial pollutant concentration.

Criteria Pollutants

The localized effects from criteria pollutants were evaluated at sensitive receptor locations potentially
impacted by the Project according to the SCAQMD’s Localized Significance Thresholds (LSTs) method
(SCAQMD 2009). LSTs represent the maximum daily on-site emissions from a project that will not cause
or contribute to an exceedance of the most stringent applicable federal or state ambient air quality
standard based on the ambient concentrations of that pollutant for each source receptor area (SRA).

The Project spans SRA 24, Perris Valley, and SRA 25, Lake Elsinore, and residential sensitive receptors are
located within 25 meters of the Project site. The LSTs being applied to the Project are based on SRA 24
(the more conservative thresholds), receptors located within 25 meters, and a disturbed area not to
exceed one acre per day. Consistent with the LST guidelines, when quantifying mass emissions for
localized analysis, only emissions that occur on-site are considered. The maximum daily on-site
emissions calculated in CalEEMod are shown in Table 2, Maximum Localized Daily Construction
Emissions, and compared with the applicable LSTs.
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Table 2
MAXIMUM LOCALIZED DAILY CONSTRUCTION EMISSIONS
Pollutant Emissions (pounds per day)
Year NOx CO PMio PM2s
2024 19.8 24.3 0.8 0.7
2025 17.6 24.1 0.7 0.6
2026 15.1 21.8 0.6 0.5
2027 14.3 21.8 0.5 0.5
Maximum Daily Emissions 19.8 24.3 0.8 0.7
SCAQMD LST 118 602 4 3
Significant Impact? No No No No

Source: HELIX 2023a; SCAQMD 2009

NOx = nitrogen oxides; Ibs./day = pounds per day; CO = carbon monoxide; PMyo = respirable particulate matter
with a diameter of 10 microns or less; PM; s = fine particulate matter with a diameter of 2.5 microns or less;
SCAQMD = South Coast Air Quality Management District; LST = Localized Significance Threshold

As shown in Table 2, localized emissions for all criteria pollutants would remain below their respective
SCAQMD LSTs and impacts to sensitive receptors as a result of criteria pollutant emissions would be less
than significant.

Toxic Air Contaminants

TACs are a diverse group of air pollutants that may cause or contribute to an increase in deaths or in
serious illness, or that may pose a present or potential hazard to human health. Diesel engines emit a
complex mixture of air pollutants, including both gaseous and solid material. The solid material in diesel
exhaust is known as diesel particulate matter (DPM). In 1998, the California Air Resource Board (CARB)
identified DPM as a TAC based on published evidence of a relationship between diesel exhaust exposure
and lung cancer and other adverse health effects.

The use of heavy-duty construction equipment, haul trucks, and construction worker vehicles could
generate DPM, which is a TAC. Generation of DPM from construction projects typically occurs in a
localized area (e.g., near locations with multiple pieces of heavy construction equipment working in
close proximity) for a short period of time. Because construction activities and subsequent emissions
vary depending on the phase of construction, the construction-related emissions to which nearby
receptors are exposed to would also vary throughout the construction period. Concentrations of DPM
emissions are typically reduced by 70 percent at approximately 500 feet (CARB 2005). As discussed
above, sensitive residential receptors are located adjacent to the Project site.

The dose of TACs to which receptors are exposed is the primary factor used to determine health risk.
Dose is a function of the concentration of a substance in the environment and the extent of exposure a
person has with the substance; a longer exposure period to a fixed amount of emissions would result in
higher health risks. Current models and methodologies for conducting cancer health risk assessments
are associated with longer-term exposure periods (typically 30 years for individual residents based on
guidance from Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment [OEHHA]) and are best suited for
evaluation of long duration TAC emissions with predictable schedules and locations. These assessment
models and methodologies do not correlate well with the temporary and highly variable nature of
construction activities. Cancer potency factors are based on animal lifetime studies or worker studies
where there is long-term exposure to the carcinogenic agent. There is considerable uncertainty in trying
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to evaluate the cancer risk from projects that will only last a small fraction of a lifetime (OEHHA 2015).
Considering this information, the relatively short duration of construction activities, and the fact that
any concentrated use of heavy construction equipment would occur at a single location for a short
portion of the construction period, construction of the Project would not expose sensitive receptors to
substantial DPM concentrations, and impacts would be less than significant.

d) Resultin other emissions (such as those leading to odors) adversely affecting a substantial number
of people?

Less Than Significant Impact. The Project could produce odors during proposed construction activities
resulting from heavy diesel equipment exhaust and application of asphalt; however, standard
construction practices would minimize the odor emissions and their associated impacts. Any odors
emitted during construction would be temporary, short-term, and intermittent in nature, as
construction equipment would progress along the Project alignment and asphalt odors would cease
upon drying. Therefore, odor impacts from construction of the Project would be less than significant due
to the duration of exposure.

The Project proposes the installation of sewer infrastructure, which would be sealed underground after
installation and would not result in the emission of odors related to the transport of wastewater.
Therefore, long-term operation of the Project would not result in a change to existing odors in the
Project vicinity, and there would be no impact.

V. Biological Resources

Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
Would the project:
a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or
through habitat modifications, on any species identified
as a candidate, sensitive, or special status species in local
or regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by the H H U
California Department of Fish and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service?
b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat
or other sensitive natural community identified in local or
regional plans, policies, regulations, or by the California ] ] ]
Department of Fish and Wildlife or US Fish and Wildlife
Service?
c) Have asubstantial adverse effect on state or federally
protected wetlands (including, but not limited to, marsh, 0 0 0

vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct removal, filling,
hydrological interruption, or other means?
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Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

d) Interfere substantially with the movement of any native
resident or migratory fish or wildlife species or with 0 0 0
established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors,
or impede the use of native wildlife nursery sites?

e) Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting
biological resources, such as a tree preservation policy or ] O L]
ordinance?

f)  Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat
Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation
: . O ] 0
Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state habitat
conservation plan?

The discussion below is based on the Biological Resources Report prepared by HELIX (2023b), attached
to this Initial Study as Appendix B. The Biological Resources Report included a general biological
resources survey, literature review, and preliminary aquatic resource assessment. The study area
described throughout this analysis includes the Project site and a 50-foot buffer around the proposed
sewer alignment while the impact area includes a 36-foot buffer around the proposed sewer alignment
where construction activity is anticipated to occur.

a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat modifications, on any species
identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special status species in local or regional plans, policies, or
regulations, or by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

Less Than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated. The biological resources assessment identified eight
vegetation communities within the study area: arroyo willow thicket, brittlebush scrub, California
buckwheat scrub, disturbed California buckwheat scrub, developed, disturbed habitat, non-native
vegetation, and unvegetated streambed. No special status plant species were observed in the study area
or considered to have the potential to occur within the Project footprint. Therefore, no impact to special
status plant species would occur.

Thirteen special status animal species have potential to occur in the study area, though this potential is
considered low due to the lack of suitable habitat and regular disturbance of the developed Project site.
No special status species were observed during the biological survey. Vegetation along the Project
alignment provides marginal nesting habitat for birds and raptors protected under the Migratory Bird
Treaty Act (MBTA) and California Fish and Game Code (CFG Code). This vegetation is also marginally
suitable for burrowing owl. Patches of Brittlebush scrub and California buckwheat scrub (including
disturbed) within the study area is of low-quality and considered very poor habitat for coastal California
gnatcatcher (CAGN) due to its sparsity, and its adjacency to disturbance including a road, residential
housing, and disturbed habitat. During construction, the Project has the potential to result in impacts to
nesting birds protected by the MBTA and CFG Code, burrowing owl, and CAGN. These potential impacts
are described in further detail below.
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The removal or trimming of trees and other vegetation during Project construction occurring during the
general bird nesting season (February 1 to August 31 for songbirds and as early as January 15 for
raptors) could result in significant impacts to nesting birds in violation of the MBTA and CFG Code. These
impacts may also include indirect effects as a result of construction noise in areas supporting an active
bird nest, such that the disturbance results in nest abandonment or nest failure. Mitigation measure
BIO-1 would require a pre-activity nesting bird survey prior to construction activities between

January 15 and September 15. In the event that active bird nests are identified during such surveys,
mitigation measure BIO-1 requires avoidance buffers to be established around these nests.
Implementation of mitigation measure BIO-1 would reduce impacts on nesting birds to a less than
significant level.

While the patches of brittlebush scrub and California buckwheat scrub along the Project alignment are
considered low-quality habitat for CAGN, there remains marginal potential for CAGN nesting within
these habitat patches. No direct removal of this habitat is currently proposed; however, the Project
would be constructed parallel to the potentially suitable nesting habitat and construction adjacent to
suitable habitat during the nesting season would result in potentially significant impacts. To avoid
impacts to CAGN, mitigation measure BIO-1 would require pre-construction surveys and/or barriers for
work within 500 feet of suitable CAGN habitat during the CAGN breeding season (February 15 to
August 30). With implementation of mitigation measure BIO-1, impacts to CAGN would be less than
significant.

Burrowing owl has low potential to occur in the study area; however, ground disturbance within

500 feet of an active burrow during the burrowing owl breeding season (February 1 through August 31)
or within 165 feet of an active burrow outside the breeding season could result in significant direct or
indirect impacts to burrowing owl in violation of the MBTA and CFG code. Mitigation measure BIO-2
would require burrowing owl surveys be conducted prior to construction and, if burrowing owls are
observed, avoidance buffers be established or a minimization, avoidance, and exclusion plan be
submitted. With implementation of mitigation measure BIO-2, impacts to burrowing owl would be less
than significant.

b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other sensitive natural community
identified in local or regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by the California Department of Fish
and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

Less Than Significant Impact. No sensitive natural communities occur in the study area based on their
global and state sensitivity ratings. As described above, Brittlebush scrub and California buckwheat scrub
habitats are suitable habitats for sensitive species and would be avoided during Project construction.
Arroyo willow thicket and unvegetated streambed are riparian habitats in the study area but are located
outside of the proposed impact area. As described in Section 2.5, these habitats would be mapped on
construction plans and flagged in the field prior to construction to ensure avoidance of direct impacts.
With implementation of BMPs in accordance with the Project’s SWPPP, no indirect impacts to off-site
sensitive natural communities or riparian habitats would occur. The Project would avoid direct and
indirect impacts to riparian habitat and sensitive natural communities adjacent to the proposed
alignment; therefore, impacts would be less than significant.
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c) Have asubstantial adverse effect on state or federally protected wetlands (including, but not limited
to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or
other means?

Less Than Significant Impact. Arroyo willow thicket and unvegetated streambed are considered
potentially jurisdictional wetland habitats in the study area; however, these habitats are located outside
of the Project impact area. Natural stream courses that flow into culverts under Highway 74 are all
highly disturbed. EVMWD would implement BMPs during construction, which would prevent impacts to
off-site federally protected wetlands. Therefore, impacts would be less than significant.

d) Interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident or migratory fish or wildlife species
or with established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use of native
wildlife nursery sites?

No Impact. The Project site is primarily within the ROW of Highway 74, a heavily trafficked road, where
wildlife is subject to noise and other effects from this roadway and surrounding residential
development. Although birds may use trees on-site, the Project site does not function as a wildlife
corridor or nursery site. In addition, the Project’s aboveground impacts would be limited to the
construction period and would not result in permanent aboveground changes impeding wildlife
movement. The Project would not substantially interfere with wildlife movement or nursery sites and no
impact would occur.

e) Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources, such as a tree
preservation policy or ordinance?

No Impact. The Project would not conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological
resources. Tree removal, if required, may occur within the ornamental vegetation on residential lots
adjacent to the proposed alignment. Chapter 12.24 of the Riverside County Code of Ordinances
prohibits the removal of any native tree at least 30 feet in height and 12 inches in diameter-at-breast
height. The Project would not result in the removal of native trees and would not conflict with County
policies or ordinances. No impact would occur.

f) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community
Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state habitat conservation plan?

No Impact. The Project site is within the plan area for the Western Riverside Multiple Species Habitat
Conservation Plan (MSHCP), and partially within Criteria Cells and 3974 and 4078. The Project site is also
within the Stephens’ Kangaroo Rat Habitat Conservation Plan area but outside of mapped habitat for the
species. EVMWD is not a signatory to the MSHCP or Stephens’ Kangaroo Rat Habitat Conservation Plan
and is not required to comply with plan conditions and associated mitigation fees; however, the
Project’s conformance with these plans that cover the study area is addressed to the extent feasible.

The Project site does not include lands targeted for conservation within MSHCP Criteria Cells that
overlap the alignment. The Project site is also outside of the Narrow Endemic Plant Species Study area
and the Criteria Area Species Study area for sensitive plant species; therefore, surveys of these species
are not required. As previously described, burrowing owl surveys would be required during construction
as part of mitigation measure BIO-2. No other species-specific study areas overlap the Project site.
Impacts to riparian or riverine resources would be less than significant; however, no determination of
biologically equivalent or superior preservation would be required since EVMWD is not subject to the
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requirements of the MSHCP. As noted, the Project site is outside of mapped Stephens’ Kangaroo Rat
habitat. EVMWD is not subject to mitigation fees for development within the plan area and no conflicts
with the Stephens’ Kangaroo Rat Habitat Conservation Plan would occur. As EVMWD is not subject to
the provisions of local habitat conservation plans, no impact would occur.

Mitigation

Implementation of mitigation measures BIO-1 through BIO-4 would reduce potential impacts to special
status animal species and riparian habitat to a less than significant level.

BIO-1

BIO-2

Avoidance of Nesting Birds and Raptors. To prevent direct impacts to nesting birds,
including raptors, protected under the federal MBTA and CFG Code, the following measures
shall be implemented:

Project activities requiring the removal and/or trimming of vegetation suitable for nesting
birds shall occur outside of the general bird breeding season (March 15 through August 31
for songbirds and January 15 through August 31 for raptors) to the extent feasible. If
construction activities (i.e., earthwork, clearing, and grubbing) must occur during the
general bird nesting season for migratory songbirds (March 15 through August 31) and
raptors (January 15 through August 31), a qualified biologist shall perform a pre-
construction survey of potential nesting habitat to confirm the absence of active nests
belonging to migratory birds, including coastal California gnatcatcher, and raptors afforded
protection under the MBTA and CFG Code. The pre-construction survey shall be performed
no more than seven days prior to the commencement of construction activities. If
construction is inactive for more than seven days, an additional survey shall be conducted.
The results of the pre-construction survey shall be documented by the qualified biologist.

If the qualified biologist determines that no active migratory bird or raptor nests occur, the
activities shall be allowed to proceed without any further requirements. If the qualified
biologist determines that an active migratory bird, coastal California gnatcatcher, or raptor
nest is present, no impacts within 300 feet (500 feet for raptors and coastal California
gnatcatcher) of the active nest shall occur until the young have fledged the nest and the
nest is confirmed to no longer be active, as determined by the qualified biologist. The
biological monitor may modify the buffer or propose other recommendations in order to
minimize disturbance to nesting birds.

Avoidance of Burrowing Owl. To prevent direct and indirect impacts to burrowing owl, the
following measures shall be implemented:

A pre-construction burrowing owl survey shall be conducted in accordance with the protocol
described in the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) Staff Report on
Burrowing Owl Mitigation (CDFW 2012). The initial take avoidance survey shall occur no less
than 14 days prior to initiating ground-disturbing activities, with a final survey conducted
within 24 hours prior to initiating ground-disturbing activities. If, after the initial take
avoidance survey, no suitable burrowing owl habitat, including burrows, is present, the
second survey 24 hours prior to ground disturbance shall not be required. The Project shall
avoid disturbing active burrowing owl burrows (active nests).
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In accordance with CDFW protocol for low disturbance projects, initial setback distances for
avoidance of active burrows shall be 656 feet (200 meters) from April 1 to October 15 and
164 feet (50 meters) from October 16 to March 31. Exceptions can be made to the
avoidance distance for areas with natural (hills, trees) or artificial (buildings, walls) barriers
in place. The final avoidance buffer shall be at the discretion of the biologist. If, after
consideration of a reduced buffer, an adequate avoidance buffer cannot be provided
between an occupied burrow and required ground-disturbing activities, then passive
relocation activities during the non-breeding season (September 1 through January 31) may
be authorized in consultation with CDFW, which would include preparation, approval, and
implementation of a Burrowing Owl Exclusion Plan in accordance with protocol described in
the CDFW Staff Report on Burrowing Owl Mitigation. No impacts shall occur to active
burrowing owl nests.

V. Cultural Resources
Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
Would the project:
a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a
historical resource pursuant to §15064.5? u u .
b) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of
an archaeological resource pursuant to §15064.5? u . .
c¢) Disturb any human remains, including those interred
) y g 0 0 O

outside of dedicated cemeteries?

The discussion below is based on the Cultural Resources Survey prepared by HELIX (2023c), attached to
this Initial Study as Appendix C. The Area of Potential Effect (APE) evaluated in this survey included a 36-
foot buffer around the roadways containing the proposed alignment to account for potential staging
areas outside of the pipeline location.

a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource pursuant to §15064.5?

No Impact. HELIX staff conducted a record search of the California Historical Resources Information
System of the Eastern Information Center (EIC) on July 31, 2023 for the proposed alignment and a half-
mile radius around the Project site. A review of the California Historical Resources and the state Office of
Historic Preservation historic properties directories was also conducted.

The EIC has a record of 41 previously recorded cultural resources within a 0.5-mile radius of the Project
site. Four of these resources, two bedrock milling feature sites and two historic-period roads, were
identified as overlapping the APE. Based on further review of sketch maps, these historic period roads
were found to be outside of the proposed Project alignment. No historical resources were identified
during the pedestrian survey of the Project site. As there are no historical resources within the proposed
alignment that would be affected by the Project, no impact to historical resources would occur.
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b) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an archaeological resource pursuant to
815064.5?

Less Than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated. As described in item V.a, two bedrock milling
feature sites were identified in the EIC records search as being within the APE. However, one of these
sites (P-33-015417) was determined to be 14 meters (46 feet) west of Highway 74 and outside of the
APE. The other bedrock milling site (P-33-015416) is located at the edge of the APE, which includes a 36-
foot buffer along the Project alignment for staging activities. This resource area would be flagged and
avoided during construction. Previous surveys of the APE have not resulted in the identification of
additional archaeological resources. No new archaeological resources were identified during the Project
pedestrian survey and the two bedrock milling features were reidentified in their mapped locations.
While no recorded archaeological resources were identified within the proposed alignment, the Project
vicinity is considered sensitive for cultural resources based on the presence of such resources in the
records search area and at the edge of the APE. Archaeological resources may be buried within the
Project alignment and disturbance of these resources during Project installation would result in
significant impacts. Mitigation measures CR-1 through CR-9 would require the implementation of a
cultural resource monitoring program during ground disturbing activities but allow the reduction of
monitoring presence in areas determined to be too deep or disturbed to contain cultural material. The
mitigation measures also require flagging around the archaeological site (P-33-015416) located at the
edge of the APE. With implementation of mitigation measures CR-1 through CR-9, impacts to
archaeological resources would be less than significant.

c) Disturb any human remains, including those interred outside of dedicated cemeteries?

Less than Significant Impact. The Project is proposed within existing roadways and is not located on or
adjacent to a formal cemetery or a known burial ground. Since the Project site has been developed as a
roadway, it is unlikely ground disturbance during Project construction would result in the disturbance of
any human remains. Should human remains be uncovered during construction, the Project would
comply with existing regulations, including California Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5, and the
remains would be protected, analyzed, and preserved as required. In the event that the remains are
determined to be of Native American origin, the Most Likely Descendant, as identified by the Native
American Heritage Commission (NAHC), would be contacted in order to determine proper treatment
and disposition of the remains in accordance with California Public Resources Code section 5097.98.
Therefore, impacts to human remains would be less than significant.

Mitigation

Implementation of mitigation measures CR-1 through CR-9 would reduce potential impacts to
archaeological resources to a less than significant level.

CR-1 Archaeological Monitoring During Construction. At least 30 days prior to grading,
excavation, and/or other ground-disturbing activities on the Project site, EVMWD shall
retain a qualified archaeologist meeting the Secretary of the Interior’s Professional
Qualifications Standards for Archaeology and listed on the Register of Professional
Archaeologists or the County of Riverside list of qualified archaeologists to monitor
ground-disturbing activities. The Project Archaeologist shall have the authority to
temporarily redirect earthmoving activities in the event that suspected archaeological
resources are unearthed during Project construction. The Project archeologist and the
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CR-2

CR-3

CR-4

CR-5

Consulting Tribes(s) shall attend the pre-grading meeting with EVMWD, the construction
manager, and contractors and will conduct a mandatory Cultural Resources Worker
Sensitivity Training to those in attendance. The Training will include: a brief review of the
cultural sensitivity of the Project and the surrounding area; what resources could potentially
be identified during earthmoving activities; the requirements of the monitoring program;
the protocols that apply in the event inadvertent discoveries of cultural resources are
identified, including who to contact and appropriate avoidance measures until the find(s)
can be properly evaluated; and other appropriate protocols. All new construction personnel
that will conduct earthwork or grading activities that begin work on the Project following
the initial Training must take the Cultural Sensitivity Training prior to beginning work and
the Project Archaeologist and Consulting Tribe(s) shall make themselves available to provide
the Training on an as-needed basis.

Native American Tribal Monitoring During Construction. At least 30 days prior to grading,
excavation, and/or other ground-disturbing activities, EVMWD shall contact the Monitoring
Tribe(s), identified through government-to-government consultation, to notify each Tribe of
excavation activities and coordinate with the Tribe(s) to develop Monitoring Agreements.
The Agreements shall address the designation, responsibilities, and participation of Native
American tribal monitors during excavation and other ground-disturbing activities and
construction scheduling. The Native American Tribal Representatives shall have the
authority to temporarily halt and redirect earth moving activities in the affected area in the
event that suspected archaeological resources are unearthed.

Cultural Resources Monitoring Plan. The Project Archaeologist, in consultation with the
Monitoring Tribe(s) and EVMWD, shall develop a Cultural Resources Monitoring Plan to
address the details, timing, and responsibility of archaeological and cultural activities that
will occur on the Project site. Details in the Plan shall include:

a. Project grading and development scheduling;

b. The protocols and stipulations that EVMWD, the Monitoring Tribe(s), and the
Project Archaeologist will follow in the event of inadvertent cultural resources
discoveries, including newly discovered cultural resources;

c. Roles and responsibilities of individuals on the Project; and
d. Contact information of relevant individuals for the Project.

Cultural Resources Sensitivity Training. Prior to grading, excavation, and/or other ground-
disturbing activities on the Project site, the Project Archaeologist and the Monitoring
Tribe(s) shall conduct cultural resources sensitivity training for all construction personnel.
Construction personnel shall be informed of the types of archaeological resources that may
be encountered, and of the proper procedures to be enacted in the event of an inadvertent
discovery of archaeological resources or human remains. EVMWD’s construction manager
shall ensure that construction personnel are made available for and attend the training and
shall retain documentation demonstrating attendance.

Inadvertent Finds. If during ground disturbance activities, unique cultural resources are
discovered that were not assessed by the archaeological report(s) and/or environmental
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assessment conducted prior to Project approval, the following procedures shall be followed.
Unique cultural resources are defined, for this condition only, as being multiple artifacts in
close association with each other, but may include fewer artifacts if the area of the find is
determined to be of significance due to its sacred or cultural importance as determined in
consultation with the Native American Tribe(s). Tribal cultural resources are excluded from
the definition of unique cultural resources as those resources are defined by the tribal
values ascribed to them by their affiliated communities. Treatment of tribal cultural
resources inadvertently discovered during the Project’s ground-disturbing activities shall be
subject to the consultation process required by state law and AB 52.

Vi.

All ground disturbance activities within 100 feet of the discovered cultural resources
shall be halted until a meeting is convened between the Project Applicant, the
Project Archaeologist, the Tribal Representative(s), and EVMWD to discuss the
significance of the find.

At the meeting, the significance of the discoveries shall be discussed and after
consultation with the Tribal Representative(s) and the Project Archaeologist, a
decision shall be made, with the concurrence of EVMWD, as to the appropriate
mitigation (documentation, recovery, avoidance, etc.) for the cultural resources.

Further ground disturbance, including but not limited to grading, trenching, etc.,
shall not resume within the area of the discovery until an agreement has been
reached by all parties as to the appropriate mitigation. Work shall be allowed to
continue outside of the buffer area and will be monitored by additional Tribal
Monitors if needed.

Treatment and avoidance of the newly discovered resources shall be consistent with
the Cultural Resources Management Plan and Monitoring Agreements entered into
with the appropriate Tribe(s). This may include avoidance of the cultural resources
through Project design, in-place preservation of cultural resources located in native
soils and/or re-burial on the Project property so they are not subject to further
disturbance in perpetuity as identified in Non-Disclosure of Reburial
Condition/Mitigation Measures.

If the find is determined to be significant and avoidance of the site has not been
achieved, a Phase Il data recovery plan shall be prepared by the Project
Archeologist, in consultation with the Tribe(s), and shall be submitted to EVMWD
for their review and approval prior to implementation of the said plan.

Pursuant to Calif. Pub. Res. Code § 21083.2(b) avoidance is the preferred method of
preservation for archaeological resources and cultural resources. If the Project
Applicant and the Tribe(s) cannot agree on the significance or the mitigation for the
archaeological or cultural resources, these issues will be presented to EVMWD for
decision. EVMWD shall make the determination based on the provisions of CEQA
with respect to archaeological resources, recommendations of the Project
Archeologist and shall consider the cultural and religious principles and practices of
the Tribe(s). Notwithstanding any other rights available under the law, the decision
of EVMWD shall be appealable to the EVMWD governing body. Evidence of
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CR-6

CR-7

compliance with this mitigation measure, if a significant archaeological resource is
found, shall be provided to EVMWD upon the completion of a treatment plan and
final report detailing the significance and treatment finding.

Final Disposition. In the event that Native American cultural resources are discovered
during the course of grading (inadvertent discoveries), the following procedures shall be
carried out for final disposition of the discoveries:

a) One or more of the following treatments, in order of preference, shall be employed
with the Tribe(s). Evidence of such shall be provided to EVMWD:

Preservation-In-Place of the cultural resources, if feasible. Preservation in
place means avoiding the resources, leaving them in the place where they
were found with no development affecting the integrity of the resources.

Reburial of the resources on the Project property. The measures for reburial
shall include, at least, the following: Measures and provisions to protect the
future reburial area from any future impacts in perpetuity. Reburial shall not
occur until all legally required cataloging and basic recordation have been
completed, with an exception that sacred items, burial goods, and Native
American human remains are excluded. Any reburial process shall be
culturally appropriate. Listing of contents and location of the reburial shall be
included in the confidential Phase IV report. The Phase IV Report shall be filed
with EVMWD under a confidential cover and not subject to Public Records
Request.

If preservation in place or reburial is not feasible then the resources shall be
curated in a culturally appropriate manner at a Riverside County curation
facility that meets State Resources Department Office of Historic Preservation
Guidelines for the Curation of Archaeological Resources ensuring access and
use pursuant to the Guidelines. The collection and associated records shall be
transferred, including title, and are to be accompanied by payment of the fees
necessary for permanent curation. Evidence of curation in the form of a letter
from the curation facility stating that subject archaeological materials have
been received and that all fees have been paid, shall be provided by the
landowner to EVMWD. There shall be no destructive or invasive testing on
sacred items, burial goods, and Native American human remains. Results
concerning finds of any inadvertent discoveries shall be included in the Phase
IV monitoring report. Evidence of compliance with this mitigation measure, if
a significant archaeological resource is found, shall be provided to EVMWD
upon the completion of a treatment plan and final report detailing the
significance and treatment finding.

Discovery of Human Remains. If human remains are discovered, no further disturbance
shall occur in the affected area until the County Coroner has made necessary findings as to
origin. If the County Coroner determines that the remains are potentially Native American,
the California Native American Heritage Commission shall be notified within 24 hours of the
published finding to be given a reasonable opportunity to identify the “most likely
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descendant”. The “most likely descendant” shall then make recommendations, and engage
in consultations concerning the treatment of the remains (California Public Resources Code
5097.98). (GP Objective 23.3, CEQA).

CR-8 Non-disclosure. It is understood by all parties that unless otherwise required by law, the site
of any reburial of Native American human remains or associated grave goods shall not be
disclosed and shall not be governed by public disclosure requirements of the California
Public Records Act. The Coroner, pursuant to the specific exemption set forth in California
Government Code 6254 (r), parties, and Lead Agencies, will be asked to withhold public
disclosure information related to such reburial, pursuant to the specific exemption set forth
in California Government Code 6254 (r).

CR-9 Final Archaeological Monitoring Report. The Project Archaeologist shall prepare a final
archaeological report within 60 days of completion of the Project. The report shall follow
Archaeological Resource Management Report Guidelines (California Office of Historic
Preservation 1990) and EVMWD requirements and shall include, at a minimum: a discussion
of monitoring methods and techniques used, the results of the monitoring program,
including artifacts recovered, an inventory of resources recovered, updated Department of
Parks and Recreation forms, if any, and any other site(s) identified, final disposition of the
resources, and any additional recommendations. A final copy shall be submitted to EVMWD,
the Eastern Information Center, and the Monitoring Tribe(s).

VI. Energy
Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
Would the project:
a) Resultin potentially significant environmental impact due
to wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary consumption of
energy resources, during project construction or H U H
operation?
b) Conflict with or obstruct a state or local plan for
) P O O O

renewable energy or energy efficiency?

a) Resultin potentially significant environmental impact due to wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary
consumption of energy resources, during project construction or operation?

Less Than Significant Impact. Construction of the Project would consume energy, primarily in the form
of the petroleum-based fuels (i.e., gasoline and diesel). Heavy-duty off-road construction equipment,
haul trucks delivering and removing construction materials, and worker vehicles would consume these
fuels. Project-related consumption of such energy resources for construction would be temporary,
typical for this type of construction, and cease upon the completion of construction (estimated to last
between 37 months). No inefficient or unnecessary construction methods are proposed such that
excessive energy resources would be consumed during Project construction. During Project operation,
no energy resources would be required since Project components would be passive infrastructure
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elements. Therefore, the Project would not result in wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary consumption
of energy resources and impacts would be less than significant.

b) Conflict with or obstruct a state or local plan for renewable energy or energy efficiency?

No Impact. During construction, the construction contractor would be required to use equipment that

complies with applicable regulations related to energy-efficient operations. The Project would not

require energy during operation. Therefore, no there would be no conflicts with state or local plans for
renewable energy or energy efficiency and no impact would occur.

VII.

Geology and Soils

Potentially

Significant
Impact

Less Than
Significant
with
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No
Impact

Would the project:

a)

Directly or indirectly cause potential substantial adverse
effects, including the risk of loss, injury, or death
involving:

i.  Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as delineated
on the most recent Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault
Zoning Map issued by the State Geologist for the area
or based on other substantial evidence of a known
fault? Refer to Division of Mines and Geology Special
Publication 42.

U

O

ii.  Strong seismic ground shaking?

X

]

iii. Seismic-related ground failure, including
liquefaction?

X

iv. Landslides?

0 o

X

b)

Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil?

o4 g

o4 g

X

O

Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable, or
that would become unstable as a result of the project,
and potentially result in on- or off-site landslide, lateral
spreading, subsidence, liquefaction or collapse?

U

U

O

X

d)

Be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table 18-1-B of
the Uniform Building Code (1994), creating substantial
direct or indirect risks to life or property?

Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use of
septic tanks or alternative waste water disposal systems
where sewers are not available for the disposal of waste
water?

Directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological
resource or site or unique geologic feature?
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The discussion below is based on the Geotechnical Evaluation prepared for the project by Ninyo &
Moore (2023), attached to this Initial Study as Appendix D.

a) Directly or indirectly cause potential substantial adverse effects, including the risk of loss, injury, or
death involving:

i.  Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as delineated on the most recent Alquist-Priolo
Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issued by the State Geologist for the area or based on other
substantial evidence of a known fault? Refer to Division of Mines and Geology Special
Publication 427

No Impact. The Project site is not within an Alquist-Priolo Fault Zone (DOC 2023). The nearest active
fault to the Project site is the Glen lvy segment of the Elsinore Fault Zone, located approximately five
miles southwest of the Project site (Ninyo & Moore 2023). As there are no faults are mapped within the
Project alignment, the risk of fault rupture within the alignment is low and no impact would occur.

ii. Strong seismic ground shaking?

Less Than Significant Impact. Based on the presence of the faults throughout the Project region, there is
potential for strong ground shaking to occur. Since the Project would not result in structures usable by
humans, there are no risks to people or structures related to ground shaking that would occur during
Project operation. The proposed sewer pipeline would be engineered and constructed in compliance
with current codes and standards for the Project’s location, as described by the geotechnical
investigation for the Project. Ground shaking in the Project region would not result in substantial
adverse effects related to the Project and impacts would be less than significant.

iii. Seismic-related ground failure, including liquefaction?

No Impact. No recommendations related to liquefactions were provided in the Project’s geotechnical
investigation. The Project site does not have liquefaction potential, as it is underlain by granitic rock and
lacks static groundwater (Ninyo & Moore 2023). The Project would not result in adverse effects as a
result of liquefaction and no impact would occur.

iv. Landslides?

No Impact. The Project site does not have substantial landslide potential (Ninyo & Moore 2023).
Further, the proposed pipeline installation would not create habitable structures that would be at risk in
the event of a landslide. No impact would occur.

b) Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil?

Less Than Significant Impact. The Project would increase the potential for erosion during construction
due to the removal of stabilizing surfaces, excavation, and backfill. After completion of construction
activities, these surfaces would be restabilized and there would be no change of erosion potential in the
Project area.

Short-term erosion and sedimentation impacts would be addressed through conformance with
applicable elements of the NPDES Construction General Permit, including implementation of a SWPPP.
The required Project-specific BMPs would be determined during the SWPPP process based on site-
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specific characteristics (soils, slopes, etc.) and implementation of these BMPs would ensure Project
construction would not result in substantial soil erosion or topsoil loss. Impacts would be less than
significant.

c) Belocated on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable, or that would become unstable as a result of
the project, and potentially result in on- or off-site landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence,
liquefaction, or collapse?

No Impact. As described in items Vll.a.iii and VIl.a.iv above, the Project would not result in adverse
effects related to landslide or liquefaction. The potential for lateral spreading, subsidence, and collapse
are typically related to a location’s potential for liquefaction. Therefore, the Project is not located on or
anticipated to result in an unstable geologic unit associated with landslide, lateral spreading,
subsidence, liquefaction, or collapse. No impact would occur.

d) Be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table 18-1-B of the Uniform Building Code (1994),
creating substantial direct or indirect risks to life or property?

Less Than Significant Impact. Soils encountered along the Project alignment have expansion potential
resistance values between 50 and 62 and the Project’s geotechnical investigation includes
recommendations for Project pavement installation based on these underlying soils. Therefore, no
adverse effects would result from construction within expansive soils and impacts would be less than
significant.

e) Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use of septic tanks or alternative waste water
disposal systems where sewers are not available for the disposal of waste water?

No Impact. The Project does not propose the installation or use of septic tanks or alternative waste
water disposal systems. The Project would install a trunk sewer pipeline that would allow for sewer
disposal in the Project region in the future. No impact would occur.

f) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological resource or site or unique geologic feature?

Less Than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated. The Project site is primarily within an area of low
paleontological sensitivity with some areas of undetermined potential to contain paleontological
resources (County 2023). Given that some of the Project alignment is mapped as having undetermined
paleontological sensitivity, a paleontological resources assessment was undertaken to identify the
potential for paleontological resources to underly the Project alignment (Appendix E; Material Cultural
Consulting 2023). Based on the results of a records search, geological map review, and literature review,
it was determined the Project is underlain by middle to early Pleistocene-age Very old alluvial-channel
deposits (Qvoa), which has moderate paleontological potential, and Zircon-age Massive textured
tonalite (Kgt), which has a very low paleontological potential. The records search did not identify fossil
localities within two miles of the Project site. Within areas of the Project underlain by Kgt, the Project
would not result in direct or indirect destruction of paleontological resources and no impact would
occur. The Project alignment is underlain by Qvoa within Highway 74 between River Road and Kimes
Lane, and the Project has the potential to encounter paleontological resources during ground disturbing
activities in this location, resulting in a potentially significant impact. Mitigation measure GEO-1 would
require preparation of a Paleontological Resource Impact Mitigation Plan (PRIMP), as recommended by
the paleontological resources assessment. With implementation of mitigation measure GEO-1, impacts
would be less than significant.
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Mitigation

Implementation of mitigation measure GEO-1 would reduce potential impacts to paleontological
resources to a less than significant level.

GEO-1 Paleontological Resource Impact Mitigation Plan. Prior to the County’s issuance of an
encroachment permit, EVMWD shall hire a qualified paleontologist to prepare a
Paleontological Resource Impact Mitigation Plan (PRIMP). The PRIMP shall include a
requirement for full-time paleontological monitoring during ground-disturbing activities
within the middle to early Pleistocene-age Very old alluvial-channel deposits (Qvoa) mapped
on Highway 74 between River Road and Kimes Lane. An inadvertent discovery plan shall be
developed and included in the PRIMP to address treatment of paleontological resources
should any be encountered during construction of the Project. If paleontological resources
are inadvertently discovered during ground-disturbing activities, work must be halted within
50 feet of the find until it can be evaluated by a qualified paleontologist. If the discovery
proves to be significant, additional work, such as fossil collection and curation, may be
warranted and would be discussed in consultation with the appropriate regulatory
agency(ies). Any recovered fossil remains shall be prepared and identified to the lowest
taxonomic level possible by qualified paleontologists. Significant remains shall then be
transferred to a fossil repository for curation. Upon completion of ground-disturbing
activities in the area mapped Qvoa, a qualified paleontologist shall prepare a report of
findings made during ground-disturbing activity and include an itemized list of any fossil
specimens recovered during grading.

VIll. Greenhouse Gas Emissions
Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

Would the project:

a) Generate greenhouse gas emissions, either directly or
indirectly, that may have a significant impact on the ] O [
environment?

b) Conflict with an applicable plan, policy or regulation
adopted for the purpose of reducing the emissions of ] ] ]
greenhouse gases?

The discussion below is based on the Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Emissions Assessment prepared
by HELIX (2022a), attached to this Initial Study as Appendix A.

a) Generate greenhouse gas emissions, either directly or indirectly, that may have a significant impact
on the environment?

Less Than Significant Impact. The 2019 Riverside County Climate Action Plan (CAP) includes guidance for
addressing GHG emissions under CEQA. For projects that are not exempt under CEQA, a screening
threshold of 3,000 metric tons (MT) of carbon dioxide equivalent (CO.¢) per year is used to determine if
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Project would not conflict with an applicable plan, policy, or regulation adopted for the purpose of
reducing the emissions of GHGs and impacts would be less than significant.

disposal of hazardous materials?

IX. Hazards and Hazardous Materials
Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

Would the project:

a) Create asignificant hazard to the public or the
environment through the routine transport, use, or ] ] ]
disposal of hazardous materials?

b) Create a significant hazard to the public or the
environment through reasonably foreseeable upset and
accident conditions involving the release of hazardous H H H
materials into the environment?

c) Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely
hazardous materials, substances, or waste within one- ] ] ]
quarter mile of an existing or proposed school?

d) Be located on a site which is included on a list of
hazardous materials sites compiled pursuant to
Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a result, would ] ] ]
it create a significant hazard to the public or the
environment?

e) For a project located within an airport land use plan or,
where such a plan has not been adopted, within two
miles of a public airport or public use airport, would the ] ] ]
project result in a safety hazard or excessive noise for
people residing or working in the project area?

f)  Impair implementation of or physically interfere with an
adopted emergency response plan or emergency ] ] ]
evacuation plan?

g) Expose people or structures, either directly or indirectly,
to a significant risk of loss, injury or death involving ] O [
wildland fires?

a) Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through the routine transport, use, or

Less Than Significant Impact. Construction activities may involve the limited transport, storage, use,
and/or disposal of hazardous materials, such as for the fueling and servicing of construction equipment
on-site. These activities would be short-term or one-time in nature and would be subject to federal,
state, and local health and safety regulations, which would minimize hazards related to the use of these
materials. Long-term operation of the Project would involve little or no hazardous materials since
pipelines would be sealed underground and do not emit hazardous materials. The Project would not
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result in a significant hazard related to the transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materials and
impacts would be less than significant.

b) Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through reasonably foreseeable upset
and accident conditions involving the release of hazardous materials into the environment?

Less Than Significant Impact. As discussed above in item IX.a, limited amounts of hazardous materials
would be used during construction; however, these materials would be used and stored in accordance
with applicable regulations that would limit the potential for their accidental release. As the proposed
pipeline would be sealed underground, there are no reasonably foreseeable upset or accident
conditions that would result in the release of hazardous materials into the environment. Impacts would
be less than significant.

c) Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely hazardous materials, substances, or waste
within one-quarter mile of an existing or proposed school?

No Impact. There are no schools located within one-quarter mile of the proposed Project alignment.
Therefore, the Project would not result in the emission or handling of hazardous materials within
one-quarter mile of a school site and no impact would occur.

d) Be located on asite which is included on a list of hazardous materials sites compiled pursuant to
Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a result, would it create a significant hazard to the public
or the environment?

Less Than Significant Impact. The Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) EnviroStor database
and the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) GeoTracker database were consulted to identify
if the Project site or surrounding nearby properties are on a list compiled pursuant to Government Code
65962.5. No open cases for hazardous materials sites were recorded in GeoTracker within a 1,000-foot
radius of the proposed alignment (SWRCB 2023). An inactive voluntary cleanup case was identified in
EnviroStor for the Good Hope Gold Mine, which occurs west of Highway 74, between Eugene Street and
Richard Street (DTSC 2023). When development was proposed on this property, a voluntary cleanup
agreement was made between the developer and DTSC; however, cleanup activities have ceased the
cleanup agreement has been terminated (DTSC 2022). The Project is not anticipated to disrupt soils
affected by the prior mining activities, as excavation would occur only within the roadway. As such, the
Project would not create a significant hazard to the public or the environment due to a hazardous
materials site and impacts would be less than significant.

e) For a project located within an airport land use plan or, where such a plan has not been adopted,
within two miles of a public airport or public use airport, would the project result in a safety hazard
or excessive noise for people residing or working in the project area?

No Impact. The Project site is not located within the planning area for nearby airports and is not within
two miles of an airport where such a plan has not been adopted (County 2023). The nearest airport to
the Project site is the Perris Valley Airport, located approximately 3.8 miles northeast of the alignment.
Therefore, the Project would not expose workers constructing the pipeline to a safety hazard or
excessive noise related to airports. No impact would occur.
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f) Impair implementation of or physically interfere with an adopted emergency response plan or
emergency evacuation plan?

Less Than Significant Impact. Construction activity would occur in the public ROW and require an
encroachment permit from the County. As described in Section 2.4 and as a condition of the
encroachment permit, a TMP would be developed with measures to ensure traffic safety is maintained
throughout Project construction. It is anticipated that one lane in each direction would remain open
during construction within Highway 74 and a temporary road closure would be required during
construction within Wasson Canyon Road. The Project’s TMP would be required to be reviewed and
approved by the County to ensure that Project construction would not interfere with emergency
response or evacuations. After construction, no Project components would be aboveground and there
would be no interference with emergency operations. Adherence to the TMP would reduce potential
conflicts with emergency response or evacuation plans and impacts would be less than significant.

g) Expose people or structures, either directly or indirectly, to a significant risk of loss, injury or death
involving wildland fires?

Less Than Significant Impact. The majority of the Project site is within areas designated as a Very High
Fire Hazard zones per County Ordinance 787 (County 2023). Vacant lands with low-lying brush surround
Highway 74 and present the potential for wildland fires during construction. Implementation of brush
management practices, as identified in Section 2.5, would ensure the use of construction equipment
near wildlands does not result in wildland fires. No change to wildland fire risk would occur after
construction when the pipeline is sealed underground. Impacts would be less than significant.

X. Hydrology and Water Quality

Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

Would the project:

a) Violate any water quality standards or waste discharge
requirements or otherwise substantially degrade surface ] ] ]
or ground water quality?

b) Substantially decrease groundwater supplies or interfere
substantially with groundwater recharge such that the
project may impede sustainable groundwater
management of the basin?

c) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site
or area, including through the alteration of the course of
a stream or river or through the addition of impervious
surfaces, in a manner which would:

i.  Result in substantial erosion or siltation on- or off-
site?
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Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
ii. Substantially increase the rate or amount of surface
runoff in a manner which would result in flooding on- ] ] ]

or off- site?

iii. Create or contribute runoff water which would

exceed the capacity of existing or planned
stormwater drainage systems or provide substantial H H H
additional resources of polluted runoff?
iv. Impede or redirect flood flows? ] ] N
d) Inflood hazard, tsunami, or seiche zones, risk release of
) 0 0 0

pollutants due to project inundation?

e) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of a water
quality control plan or sustainable groundwater ] ] ]
management plan?

a) Violate any water quality standards or waste discharge requirements or otherwise substantially
degrade surface or ground water quality?

Less Than Significant Impact. Potential water quality impacts associated with the Project include short-
term construction-related discharges. The proposed Project is considered a Linear Underground Project
that would disturb more than 1 acre of land and the construction contractor would be required to
comply with the EVMWD’s general permit, submit a Notice of Intent to the RWQCB, and develop a
SWPPP. The SWPPP, discussed further in Section 2.5, would identify Project-specific measures that
would prevent substantial discharges during Project construction. Upon completion of construction,
Project components would be located underground and would not result in runoff that could degrade
water quality. With implementation of construction BMPs required by the Project-specific SWPPP,
impacts related to water quality would be less than significant.

b) Substantially decrease groundwater supplies or interfere substantially with groundwater recharge
such that the project may impede sustainable groundwater management of the basin?

No Impact. The Project would be constructed within existing, paved roadways and would return
roadways to their existing conditions after pipeline installation. Therefore, no increase in the amount of
impermeable surface at the Project site would occur. The Project would not require the withdrawal of
groundwater. Therefore, the Project would not decrease groundwater supplies or interfere with
groundwater recharge and no impact would occur.
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c) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area, including through the alteration
of the course of a stream or river or through the addition of impervious surfaces, in a manner which
would:

i. Result in substantial erosion or siltation on- or off-site?

Less Than Significant Impact. During construction, the removal of paved surfaces and excavation of
trenches would expose soils, which may result in erosion or siltation on- or off-site. As described in
Section 2.5, a SWPPP would be developed and would require implementation of construction BMPs to
prevent substantial erosion during construction. Upon completion of construction, Project components
would be underground and roadways would be repaved, which would minimize the potential for
erosion. With implementation of the BMPs required by the Project’s SWPPP, impacts related to erosion
and siltation would be less than significant.

ii. Substantially increase the rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner which would result in
flooding on- or off- site?

No Impact. The Project site consists of existing, paved streets and would be returned to this condition
after pipeline installation. As such, no change to the volume or rate of runoff from the Project area
would occur such that flooding would be induced on- or off- site. No impact would occur.

iii. Create or contribute runoff water which would exceed the capacity of existing or planned
stormwater drainage systems or provide substantial additional resources of polluted runoff?

Less Than Significant Impact. As discussed in item X.c.ii above, the Project would not result in changes
to the amount of runoff from the Project area. The Project would also not contribute pollutants to the
Project area that would result in polluted runoff during Project operation. During construction activities,
BMPs would be implemented in accordance with the Project’s SWPPP to prevent substantial polluted
runoff from entering the stormwater drainage system. Impacts would be less than significant.

iv. Impede or redirect flood flows?

No Impact. The Project site does not contain floodplains designated by the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA; 2008). Small portions of the proposed alignment are bisected by County-
designated flood areas (County 2023). Project improvements would be installed under existing roadways
and these surfaces would be returned to pre-Project conditions upon the completion of construction.
Therefore, the Project would not impede or redirect potential flood flows and no impact would occur.

d) Inflood hazard, tsunami, or seiche zones, risk release of pollutants due to project inundation?

No Impact. As described in item X.c.iv, small portions of the Project site contain County-designated
floodplains. The Project site would not be at risk of inundation due to tsunami, as it is 27 miles east of
the Pacific Ocean. Lake Elsinore and Lake Perris are the waterbodies in the County anticipated to have
the potential for seiche hazards; however, the Project site is not within the identified hazard areas
(County 2015a). Project components would be contained underground and would not result in the
release of pollutants in the unlikely event of Project inundation. No impact would occur.
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e) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of a water quality control plan or sustainable groundwater
management plan?

Less Than Significant Impact. The Project would comply with the Water Quality Control Plan for the
Santa Ana River Basin and NPDES Stormwater Program by implementing a SWPPP listing BMPs to
prevent construction pollutants and products from violating any water quality standards or waste
discharge requirements. The Project site is not within the plan area for a sustainable groundwater
management plan (California Department of Water Resources 2023). Impacts would be less than
significant.

XI. Land Use and Planning
Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
Would the project:
a) Physically divide an established community? ] ] ]
b) Cause significant environmental impact due to a conflict
with any land use plan, policy, or regulation adopted for
y plan, policy, or reg a0op ] O O
the purpose of avoiding or mitigating an environmental
effect?

a) Physically divide an established community?

No Impact. The Project would be installed within existing ROWs and all Project components would be
located underground upon completion of construction. As such, the Project would not physically divide
an established community and no impact would occur.

b) Cause significant environmental impact due to a conflict with any land use plan, policy, or regulation
adopted for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating an environmental effect?

Less Than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated. The Project would be installed underground in the
public ROW and would not result in changes to land use types in the Project area. During construction,
staging would occur in developed lots along the alignment but would not result in changes to land uses
on these lots.

As described throughout this Initial Study, the Project has the potential to result in a conflict with
policies and/or regulations adopted for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating environmental impacts. As
evaluated above in Section 4.1V, the proposed Project could result in potential impacts to biological
resources. Implementation of mitigation measures BIO-1 through BIO-4 would reduce or avoid
construction-related impacts to resources identified for protection in the County General Plan and
MSHCP.

During excavation activities, the Project also has the potential to result in impacts to paleontological
resources, as discussed in Section 4.VII. Implementation of mitigation measure GEO-1 would ensure the
Project complies with County General Plan policies intended to protect paleontological resources.
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The Project proposes work within the ROW and presents the potential to result in traffic hazards and
impacts to circulation. Adherence to TMPs approved by the County would reduce the potential for
adverse impacts related to circulation and ensure consistency with local traffic policies. After
construction is completed, surfaces would be returned to their pre-Project conditions and circulation
elements would resume functioning as outlined in the General Plan Circulation Element.

As evaluated in Section 4.XIII, construction activities have the potential to generate noise adjacent to
residences; however, these activities would occur during the hours prescribed by the County Ordinance
and impacts related to construction noise would remain less than significant.

The proposed Project would not result in changes to land use and would not result in other land use
policy conflicts. With implementation of the mitigation measures discussed above, impacts would be
less than significant.

XIl.  Mineral Resources
Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

Would the project:

a) Resultin the loss of availability of a known mineral
resource that would be of value to the region and the ] ] ]
residents of the state?

b) Resultin the loss of availability of a locally-important
mineral resource recovery site delineated on a local ] ] ]
general plan, specific plan, or other land use plan?

a) Resultin the loss of availability of a known mineral resource that would be of value to the region
and the residents of the state?

b) Result in the loss of availability of a locally important mineral resource recovery site delineated on a
local general plan, specific plan, or other land use plan?

No Impact. Mineral Resource Zone (MRZ) categories are used by the State Geologist to classify the lands
according to their potential to contain mineral resources. The Project site is within MRZ-3, where the
significance of mineral deposits is undetermined (County 2015b). The Project would occur within
existing roadways; therefore, there is little to no potential for mineral resource recovery to occur within
the Project site. The Project would not result in the loss of availability of mineral resources or a
delineated mineral resource recovery site. No impact would occur.
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XIll.  Noise
Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

Would the project result in:

a) Generation of a substantial temporary or permanent
increase in ambient noise levels in the vicinity of the
project in excess of standards established in the local ] ] ]
general plan or noise ordinance, or applicable standards
of other agencies?

b) Generation of excessive groundborne vibration or
groundborne noise levels? H H H

c) For a project located within the vicinity of a private
airstrip or an airport land use plan or, where such a plan
has not- been qdopted, within two mlles of a public airport O O O
or public use airport, would the project expose people
residing or working in the project area to excessive noise
levels?

a) Generation of a substantial temporary or permanent increase in ambient noise levels in the vicinity
of the project in excess of standards established in the local general plan or noise ordinance, or
applicable standards of other agencies?

Less Than Significant Impact. Operation of the pipeline would not result in any permanent increases in
noise levels in the Project area. Construction of the Project would result in temporary construction-
related noise increases. Construction would occur approximately 60 feet from the nearest residences
adjacent to the Project site along Wasson Canyon Road. Residences along Wasson Canyon Road would
be exposed to the greatest increases in noise levels during construction, as residential structures are
closest to the roadway and ambient noise levels are lower than along Highway 74. Noise levels from the
anticipated construction equipment were calculated in the Roadway Construction Noise Model and the
results are provided in Table 4, Construction Equipment Noise Levels.
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Table 4
CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT NOISE LEVELS

Equipment oi)eer:ai:]r:g dBA Lmaxat dBA Leg at
. 60 feet 60 feet
Time
Backhoe 40 76.0 72.0
Boring Jack Power Unit 50 81.4 78.4
Dump Truck 40 74.9 70.9
Excavator 40 79.1 75.1
Front End Loader 40 77.5 73.5
Mounted Impact Hammer 20 88.7 81.7
Paver 50 75.6 72.6

Source: U.S. Department of Transportation 2008
dBA = A-weighted decibel; Lmax = maximum noise level; Leq = hourly sound level

Riverside County Ordinance 847 contains the County’s property noise limits; however, construction is
exempt from these noise limits as long as it is limited to the hours of 6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. during the
months of June through September and to the hours of 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. during the months of
October through May. The Project would be constructed during these hours and would not result in
conflicts with the local noise ordinance. Further, the BMPs described in Section 2.5 would be
implemented during construction and would reduce construction noise levels at residential and other
surrounding land uses. In addition, pipeline construction is anticipated to occur at a rate of 10 to 20 feet
per day and would be located near an individual residence for a short portion of the overall construction
period. The Project would not result in substantial temporary or permanent increases in ambient noise
levels exceeding County standards and impacts would be less than significant.

b) Generation of excessive groundborne vibration or groundborne noise levels?

Less Than Significant Impact. The County General Plan EIR considers impacts related to human
annoyance by vibration in accordance with Federal Transportation Administration (FTA) thresholds,
which state residential land uses would be disturbed by generation of 72 vibration decibels (VdB) from
frequent events, defined as more than 70 vibration events per day (County 2015a). The FTA also
provides vibration damage criteria for buildings and state that buildings extremely susceptible to
vibration damage may be affected by vibration levels of 90 VdB (FTA 2018).

The highest potential for vibration during construction would be associated with the hoe ram used to
break up rocks during trenching. According to the FTA, a hoe ram typically produces a vibration level of
87 VdB at a distance of 25 feet (FTA 2018). As previously noted, construction activities are anticipated to
occur approximately 60 feet from the nearest residences. At 60 feet, a hoe ram would generate a
vibration level of 76 VdB.2 This would not exceed the threshold for vibration damage for buildings
extremely susceptible to vibration damage. Therefore, no structural damage due to vibration would
occur.

Project construction is expected to slightly exceed the residential annoyance criteria of 72 VdB for
frequent vibration events; however, construction would occur during daytime hours and for a limited
period of time. At approximately 80 feet from an individual residence, vibration levels would be reduced

2 Vibration level at distance = Reference vibration level - 30*LOG(D/25), where Reference vibration level is at 25 feet and D is
distance from equipment to the receiver in feet; formula from FTA 2018.
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below the FTA annoyance level. Due to the short-term, temporary nature of construction vibration and
the lack of structural damage that would occur, impacts related to vibration would be less than
significant.

c) Fora project located within the vicinity of a private airstrip or an airport land use plan or, where
such a plan has not been adopted, within two miles of a public airport or public use airport, would
the project expose people residing or working in the project area to excessive noise levels?

No Impact. The Project site is not located within the planning area for nearby airports and is not within
two miles of an airport where such a plan has not been adopted (County 2023). As such, the Project is
not within the noise contours for nearby airports and people constructing the Project would not be
exposed to excessive aircraft noise. No impact would occur.

XIV. Population and Housing

Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

Would the project:

a) Induce substantial unplanned population growth in an
area, either directly (for example, by proposing new
homes and businesses) or indirectly (for example, through . . .
extension of roads or other infrastructure)?

b) Displace substantial numbers of existing people or
housing, necessitating the construction of replacement ] ] ]
housing elsewhere?

a) Induce substantial unplanned population growth in an area, either directly (for example, by
proposing new homes and businesses) or indirectly (for example, through extension of roads or
other infrastructure)?

No Impact. Installation of the proposed trunk sewer would allow for the conversion of existing land uses
in the Meadowbrook community from septic tanks to sewer infrastructure in accordance with EVMWD’s
2016 Sewer System Master Plan. The availability of the sewer main is not anticipated to induce
population growth, as it would accommodate flows from planned development in the area. Land use
plans developed by the County anticipate growth in the Elsinore Area Plan region where the Project is
proposed. While the Project would serve these uses, it would not induce growth not previously
anticipated. No impact would occur.

b) Displace substantial numbers of existing people or housing, necessitating the construction of
replacement housing elsewhere?

No Impact. The Project site consists of public ROW where there is no existing housing. The Project
would not displace people or housing and would not necessitate the construction of new housing. No
impact would occur.
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XV. Public Services

Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
Would the project result in substantial adverse physical
impacts associated with the provision of new or physically
altered governmental facilities, need for new or physically
altered governmental facilities, the construction of which
could cause significant environmental impacts, in order to
maintain acceptable service ratios, response times or other
performance objectives for any of the public services:
a) Fire protection? ] ] ]
b) Police protection? ] ] ]
c) Schools? ] ] ]
d) Parks? ] ] ]
e) Other public facilities? ] ] ]

a) Fire protection?

No Impact. The Project would not induce population growth or create new aboveground structures that
would require fire protection services. The proposed pipeline would operate passively underground and
would not be a potential fire source. No new or altered fire protection facilities would be required and
no impact would occur.

b) Police protection?

No Impact. The Project would not result in population growth or the construction of features that would
require police protection. Since the Project components would be contained underground, no police
protection services would be required during operation. No impact would occur.

c) Schools?

No Impact. The Project would not induce population growth, including that of school-aged children.
Therefore, no new or altered school facilities would be required and no impact would occur.

d) Parks?

No Impact. The Project would not result in population growth and thereby would not result in an
increased need for parks or the need for upgrades to existing park facilities. No impact would occur.
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e) Other public facilities?

No Impact. No population growth would occur as a result of the Project. Therefore, no increased use of
public facilities or need for new public facilities would occur and there would be no impact.

XVI. Recreation

Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

Would the project:

a) Increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional
parks or other recreational facilities such that substantial
physical deterioration of the facility would occur or be H H H
accelerated?

b) Does the project include recreational facilities or require
the construction or expansion of recreational facilities
which might have an adverse physical effect on the H H H
environment?

a) Increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional parks or other recreational facilities such
that substantial physical deterioration of the facility would occur or be accelerated?

No Impact. The Project would not result in population growth and would not increase the use of parks
or recreational facilities. Thus, substantial physical deterioration of these facilities would not occur or be
accelerated and no impact would occur.

b) Does the project include recreational facilities or require the construction or expansion of
recreational facilities which might have an adverse physical effect on the environment?

No Impact. The Project would install a sewer pipeline and does not propose any recreational facilities.

Additionally, the Project would not induce population growth that would require the construction or
expansion of park or recreational facilities. No impact would occur.

XVIl. Transportation

Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

Would the project:

a) Conflict with a program plan, ordinance or policy
addressing the circulation system, including transit, ] ] ]
roadway, bicycle, and pedestrian facilities?
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Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
b) Would the project conflict or be inconsistent with CEQA 0 0 O

Guidelines section 15064.3, subdivision (b)?

c) Substantially increase hazards due to a geometric design
feature (e.g., sharp curves or dangerous intersections) or ] ] ]
incompatible uses (e.g., farm equipment)?

d) Resultininadequate emergency access? ] ] ]

a) Conflict with a program plan, ordinance or policy addressing the circulation system, including transit,
roadway, bicycle, and pedestrian facilities?

Less Than Significant Impact. During construction, the Project would temporarily alter existing
circulation patterns and would require an encroachment permit from the County. In accordance with an
encroachment permit, the Project would implement a TMP that would outline procedures and traffic
control measures necessary to ensure adequate access would be maintained during the altered traffic
conditions. At the conclusion of construction, Highway 74 and Wasson Canyon Road would be returned
to their pre-Project conditions in compliance with the County’s circulation programs, plans and policies.
Impacts would be less than significant.

b) Would the project conflict or be inconsistent with CEQA Guidelines section 15064.3, subdivision (b)?

Less Than Significant Impact. According to CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.3 subdivision (b), vehicle
miles traveled (VMT) exceeding an applicable threshold of significance may indicate a significant impact.
The County has prepared guidelines for VMT assessments, which provide a list of project types that can
be screened from detailed VMT analysis and assumed to result in a less than significant impact. Projects
that generate fewer than 110 trips per day can be assumed to cause a less than significant
transportation impact (County 2020). Project-generated trips would be limited to the construction
period when 12 construction workers and various construction materials would be transported to the
site. The Project would not exceed the 110-trip threshold and no conflicts with CEQA Guidelines Section
15064.3 subdivision (b) would occur. Impacts would be less than significant.

c) Substantially increase hazards due to a geometric design feature (e.g., sharp curves or dangerous
intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g., farm equipment)?

Less Than Significant Impact. As previously described, the Project would require altered traffic patterns
during construction; however, adherence to a TMP would ensure that road and lane closures would not
result in substantial hazards to construction personnel or users of the circulation system. After
construction, roadways would be returned to their pre-Project conditions and would not introduce
hazardous design features or incompatible uses. Impacts would be less than significant.

d) Resultininadequate emergency access?

Less Than Significant Impact. During construction occurring in public ROWSs, measures included in the
TMP would be implemented to ensure that adequate emergency access would be maintained. After
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construction, roadways would be returned to pre-Project conditions and would accommodate
emergency vehicle access. Impacts would be less than significant.

XVIII. Tribal Cultural Resources

Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
Would the project:
a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a
tribal cultural resource, defined in Public Resources Code
Section 21074 as either a site, feature, place, cultural
landscape that is geographically defined in terms of the
size and scope of the landscape, sacred place, or object
with cultural value to a California Native American tribe,
and that is:
i. Listed or eligible for listing in the California Register
of Historical Resources, or in a local register of
J O O O

historical resources as defined in Public Resources
Code Section 5020.1(k), or

ii. Aresource determined by the lead agency, in its
discretion and supported by substantial evidence, to
be significant pursuant to criteria set forth in
subdivision (c) of Public Resources Code Section
5024.1. In applying the criteria set forth in ] ] ]
subdivision (c) of Public Resources Code Section
5024.1, the lead agency shall consider the
significance of the resource to a California Native
American tribe.

a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a tribal cultural resource, defined in Public
Resources Code Section 21074 as either a site, feature, place, cultural landscape that is
geographically defined in terms of the size and scope of the landscape, sacred place, or object with
cultural value to a California Native American tribe, and that is:

i. Listed or eligible for listing in the California Register of Historical Resources, or in a local register
of historical resources as defined in Public Resources Code Section 5020.1(k)?

ii. Aresource determined by the lead agency, in its discretion and supported by substantial
evidence, to be significant pursuant to criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of Public Resources
Code Section 5024.1. In applying the criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of Public Resources Code
Section 5024.1, the lead agency shall consider the significance of the resource to a California
Native American tribe?

Less Than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated. The Sacred Lands File search results from the NAHC
were received on April 11, 2023 and were positive. The NAHC indicated that Pechanga should be
contacted for further information. HELIX contacted Pechanga as well as the 26 Native American
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representatives and interested parties identified by the NAHC. Responses from the Cahuilla Band of
Indians, Pala, Pechanga, and Rincon indicated the Project site is within the Traditional Use Area (TUA) of
these tribes. The Cahuilla Band of Indians and Pechanga specifically identified the potential for the
Project to uncover sensitive tribal cultural resources. Pala also requested involvement in government-to-
government consultation under AB 52. The Quechan Tribe of the Fort Yuma Reservation responded to
outreach by HELIX and deferred to more local tribes.

EVMWD sent letters inviting tribes to consultation under AB 52 on June 6, 2023. Pechanga and Rincon
responded requesting consultation with EVMWD. As noted above, Pala also requested involvement in
AB 52 consultation efforts for the Project. Consultation with these tribes is ongoing. Through
consultation with Pechanga, the Project was identified as being within a registered Traditional Cultural
Property and less than one-quarter mile from Pechanga reservation lands. In addition, during
consultation, Pechanga discussed the high potential for previously unknown cultural resources to be
uncovered during the development of the Project due to the known sites in the vicinity, the historic use
of the roads comprising the Project site, and the age of Highway 74. Mitigation measures CR-1 through
CR-9 are based on EVMWD’s consultation with Pechanga. Rincon noted the Project site is within its TUA
and requested Project documents for review. Pala stated the Project site is within its TUA but has not
responded to requests for further discussions with EVMWD. Agua Caliente did not identify the Project
site as within its TUA and no further consultation was requested. As multiple tribes have identified the
Project site as within their TUAs and sensitive for buried resources, it is assumed that tribal cultural
resources may be present within the Project alignment. Impacts to these resources as a result of Project
construction would be significant. Mitigation measures CR-1 through CR-9 require implementation of a
Native American monitoring program during ground disturbance and identify the procedure to follow in
the event of unanticipated tribal cultural resource discovery. With implementation of mitigation
measures CR-1 through CR-9, impacts to tribal cultural resources would be less than significant.

XIX. Utilities and Service Systems

Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

Would the project:

a) Require or result in the relocation or construction of new
or expanded water, wastewater treatment or storm
water drainage, electric power, natural gas, or O O
telecommunications facilities, the construction or
relocation of which could cause significant environmental
effects?

b) Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the
project and reasonably foreseeable future development ] ] ]
during normal, dry and multiple dry years?

c) Resultin a determination by the wastewater treatment
provider which serves or may serve the project that it has
adequate capacity to serve the project’s projected ] ] ]
demand in addition to the provider’s existing
commitments?
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Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
d) Generate solid waste in excess of State or local standards,
or in excess of the capacity of local infrastructure, or
otherwise impair the attainment of solid waste reduction H H H
goals?
e) Comply with federal, state, and local management and 0 0 0

reduction statutes and regulations related to solid waste?

a) Require or result in the relocation or construction of new or expanded water, wastewater treatment
or storm water drainage, electric power, natural gas, or telecommunications facilities, the
construction or relocation of which could cause significant environmental effects?

Less Than Significant Impact. No water, storm water, electric, natural gas, or telecommunications
utilities would be required for operation of the proposed Project. Wastewater accommodated by the
proposed sewer main would be transported to the Regional WRF, which currently treats approximately
6.1 million gallons of its 8.0 million gallon per day capacity. Future development proposing connections
to the sewer main would be required to undergo separate review by EVMWD to ensure the Regional
WRF and proposed sewer main have the capacity to accommodate proposed wastewater flows. The
Project would not require the construction or relocation of utilities which could cause significant
environmental effects and impacts would be less than significant.

b) Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the project and reasonably foreseeable future
development during normal, dry and multiple dry years?

No Impact. The Project does not involve operations that would require permanent water supplies.
Water supplies required during the construction of the Project would be limited to water utilized in
water trucks for dust suppression on the Project site. Sufficient water supplies from the EVMWD are
available to provide these limited water supplies to the Project during construction. No change to water
supplies available to reasonably foreseeable development during normal, dry, and multiple dry years
would occur as a result of Project implementation and there would be no impact.

c) Resultin a determination by the wastewater treatment provider which serves or may serve the
project that it has adequate capacity to serve the project’s projected demand in addition to the
provider’s existing commitments?

No Impact. The Project itself would not result in increased wastewater treatment demand, as it would
consist only of trunk sewer installation. Development in the Project vicinity is anticipated to provide
connections to the trunk sewer in the future, thereby resulting in additional wastewater treatment
demand at the Regional WRF. As described in item XIX.a, the Regional WRF currently has approximately
1.9 million gallons per day of available capacity. Individual projects proposing connections to the Project
pipeline would be required to undergo individual assessments to ensure adequate capacity within the
trunk sewer and Regional WRF are available. The Project would not result in the capacity of Regional
WRF being exceeded and the wastewater treatment provider (EVMWD) would continue to be able to
serve its existing commitments. No impact would occur.
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d) Generate solid waste in excess of State or local standards, or in excess of the capacity of local
infrastructure, or otherwise impair the attainment of solid waste reduction goals?

e) Comply with federal, state, and local management and reduction statutes and regulations related to
solid waste?

Less Than Significant Impact. The Project would not generate solid waste during operation. During
construction, excavated material and other construction supply waste would be disposed of in
accordance with applicable construction waste regulations. CALGreen construction debris standards do
not apply to this Project type. The minimal quantities of solid waste generated during construction
would not exceed the capacity of local infrastructure or result in conflicts with applicable statutes and
regulations. Impacts would be less than significant.

XX.  Wildfire
Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
If located in or near state responsibility areas or lands
classified as very high fire hazard severity zones, would the
project:
a) Substantially impair an adopted emergency response plan
or emergency evacuation plan? H H H
b) Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors,
exacerbate wildfire risks, and thereby expose project

occupants to pollutant concentrations from a wildfire or
the uncontrolled spread of a wildfire?

c) Require the installation or maintenance of associated
infrastructure (such as roads, fuel breaks, emergency
water sources, power lines or other utilities) that may ] ] ]
exacerbate fire risk or that may result in temporary or
ongoing impacts to the environment?

d) Expose people or structures to significant risks, including
downslope or downstream flooding or landslides, as a
: . - : O 0
result of runoff, post-fire slope instability, or drainage
changes?

a) Substantially impair an adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan?

Less Than Significant Impact. See item IX.f. Adherence to conditions of the required TMP would ensure
the Project would not interfere with emergency response or evacuation plans. During Project operation,
no Project components would interfere with emergency operations and impacts would be less than
significant.
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b) Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors, exacerbate wildfire risks, and thereby expose
project occupants to pollutant concentrations from a wildfire or the uncontrolled spread of a
wildfire?

Less Than Significant Impact. As described in item IX.g, the Project site is within the County’s designated
Very High Fire Hazard zone (County 2023). Operation of the Project would not result in an exacerbation
of wildfire risk as it would be contained underground. During construction, the use of equipment near
dry brush with designated fire risk has the potential to result in exacerbated wildfire risks.
Implementation of the brush management practices identified in Section 2.5 would minimize the
potential for the use of construction equipment to result in wildfires. Impacts would be less than
significant.

c) Require the installation or maintenance of associated infrastructure (such as roads, fuel breaks,
emergency water sources, power lines or other utilities) that may exacerbate fire risk or that may
result in temporary or ongoing impacts to the environment?

Less Than Significant Impact. The Project proposes the installation of sewer infrastructure that would
operate passively underground and would not require maintenance that would exacerbate fire risk.
Temporary and ongoing impacts to the environment related that would occur as a result of this
infrastructure installation are analyzed throughout this Initial Study. Impacts would be less than
significant.

d) Expose people or structures to significant risks, including downslope or downstream flooding or
landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire slope instability, or drainage changes?

Less Than Significant Impact. The Project would not create habitable or aboveground structures that
could be exposed to significant wildfire risks and would not alter drainage patterns in the Project area.
As described in item XX.b, the Project would implement brush management practices to minimize the
potential for wildfires to start during Project construction. The Project is not anticipated to result in risks
to nearby people or structures, including downslope or downstream flooding or landslides, as a result of
runoff, post-fire slope instability, or drainage changes. Impacts would be less than significant.

XXIl.  Mandatory Findings of Significance

Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

a) Does the project have the potential to substantially
degrade the quality of the environment, substantially
reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish
or wildlife population to drop below self-sustaining levels,
threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community, ] ] ]
substantially reduce the number or restrict the range of a
rare or endangered plant or animal or eliminate
important examples of the major periods of California
history or prehistory?
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Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

b) Does the project have impacts that are individually
limited, but cumulatively considerable? (“Cumulatively
considerable” means that the incremental effects of a
project are significant when viewed in connection with ] ] ]
the effects of past projects, the effects of other current
projects, and the effects of past, present, and probable
future projects)?

c) Does the project have environmental effects which will
cause substantial adverse effects on human beings, either ] ] ]
directly or indirectly?

a) Does the project have the potential to substantially degrade the quality of the environment,
substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife population to
drop below self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community, substantially
reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant or animal or eliminate
important examples of the major periods of California history or prehistory?

Less Than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated. The Project has the potential to result in impacts to
nesting birds, burrowing owl, CAGN, and riparian habitat; however, implementation of mitigation
measures BIO-1 through BIO-4 would reduce these impacts to a less than significant level. No special
status plant species would be impacted by Project implementation. The Project also has the potential to
impact significant cultural and tribal cultural resources. Implementation of mitigation measures CR-1
through CR-9 would ensure these impacts are reduced to a less than significant level. Therefore, the
Project would not substantially degrade the environment, decrease the number or habitat of special
status plant or animal species, or eliminate major periods of California history. Impacts would be less
than significant with mitigation incorporated.

b) Does the project have impacts that are individually limited, but cumulatively considerable?
(“Cumulatively considerable” means that the incremental effects of a project are significant when
viewed in connection with the effects of past projects, the effects of other current projects, and the
effects of past, present, and probable future projects)?

Less Than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated. CEQA Guidelines Section 15130 requires a
discussion of the cumulative impacts of a project when the project’s incremental effect is “cumulatively
considerable,” meaning that the project’s incremental effects are considerable when viewed in
connection with the effects of past, current, and probable future projects.

Projects proposed by EVMWD to be constructed in the same time period as the Project include the
Avenues Septic to Sewer Project (Avenues project; EVMWD 2023a), Sedco Hills Septic to Sewer Project
(Sedco Hills project; EVMWD 2023b), and Canyon Lake Water Treatment Plant Phase 1 Improvements
Project (Canyon Lake project; EVMWD 2023c). The Avenues and Sedco Hills projects propose the
installation of sewer infrastructure to serve existing residential customers of EVMWD who utilize septic
systems. The Avenues and Sedco Hills projects are proposed approximately 3.6 miles and 4.3 miles south
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of the Project site, respectively, and are anticipated to be constructed over approximately 24 months
beginning August 2023. The Canyon Lake project is proposed to upgrade the capacity and treatment
systems of the existing Canyon Lake Water Treatment Plant, located approximately 2.9 miles south of
the Project site. The improvements are anticipated to be constructed over 25 months, beginning in
February 2024. The three identified projects would have construction schedules overlapping, in part,
with construction of the proposed Project

As is the case with the proposed Project, the identified EVMWD projects are intended to serve existing
and planned development and no growth-inducing components are proposed. The Avenues and Sedco
Hills projects would also be passive infrastructure elements, contributing sewer flows to the Regional
WRF, but would not result in ongoing environmental impacts during operation. Only the Canyon Lake
project would have active operations resulting in ongoing emissions and energy use. As the projects
would not induce growth or result in ongoing operations, no cumulative impacts related to operation of
the Project in combination with the other identified projects would occur.

Based on the distance between the project areas, construction noise from the Project and cumulative
projects would be too far apart to contribute to cumulative noise impacts to any singular location.
Similarly, the addition of vehicle trips associated with the construction workers required to construct
these four projects would not contribute to significant, cumulative transportation impacts as they would
travel along different roadways and would not generate a substantial number of vehicle trips.

As discussed in Section 4.111, the Project’s construction emissions of criteria pollutants would not exceed
the SCAQMD daily screening thresholds or LSTs. Due to the distance between the Project and identified
cumulative projects, no localized air quality violations for sensitive receptors would occur. The Project
was determined to have a less than significant impact in relation to GHG emissions, which are inherently
discussed in terms of cumulative impacts.

With implementation of mitigation measures BIO-1 through BIO-4, no net loss of habitat or special
status species would occur and impacts to biological resources would be less than significant at the
Project level and in combination with cumulative projects. The Project would implement mitigation
measures CR-1 through CR-9 and would not contribute to the cumulative loss of cultural or tribal
cultural resources. Potential impacts to paleontological resources in areas with moderate
paleontological sensitivity (Highway 74 between River Road and Kimes Lane) would require mitigation
measure GEO-1 be implemented. With implementation of this mitigation measure, the Project would
not contribute to the cumulative loss of paleontological resources.

All resource topics for the Project and identified projects have been analyzed in accordance with the
CEQA Guidelines and found to pose no impact, a less than significant impact, or a less than significant
impact with mitigation. Potential cumulative projects that could be constructed in the vicinity of the
Project would also be required to comply with existing applicable federal, state, and local regulations.

c) Does the project have environmental effects which will cause substantial adverse effects on human
beings, either directly or indirectly?

Less Than Significant Impact. The Project would not consist of any construction activities or operational
components that would negatively affect any persons in the vicinity. In addition, all resource topics have
been analyzed in accordance with the State CEQA Guidelines or associated thresholds and found to pose
no impact, a less than significant impact, or a less than significant impact with mitigation incorporated.
As discussed in Section 4.111, no violations of air quality thresholds would occur and no significant
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impacts to sensitive receptors related to pollutants would occur. As discussed in Section 4.IX of this
Initial Study, there are no concerns from past activities at the Project site and no hazardous materials
and/or wastes would be generated by the Project. As detailed in Section 4.XIll, the Project would not
generate excessive noise that would conflict with local noise ordinances and cause disturbances to local
residents. During construction, temporarily altered traffic conditions may occur; however,
implementation of a TMP would ensure emergency access and evacuation routes are maintained. As
discussed in Section 4.XX, the Project would implement brush management practices such that the
Project would not increase risks related to wildfires. Consequently, the Project would not result in any
environmental effects that would cause substantial adverse effects on human beings directly or
indirectly.
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HELIX Environmental Planning, Inc.
7578 El Cajon Boulevard

La Mesa, CA 91942

619.462.1515 tel

619.462.0552 fax

www. helixepi.com Environmental Planning
October 27, 2023 00407.00078.001

Andrew L. Webster, P.E.

Senior Water Resources Manager
Kennedy Jenks

38977 Sky Canyon Drive
Murrieta, CA 92563

Subject:  Biological Resources Letter Report for the Highway 74/Ethanac Sewer Extension Project

Dear Mr. Webster:

This Biological Resources Letter Report documents the results of a biological resources assessment
completed by HELIX Environmental Planning, Inc. (HELIX) for the Highway 74/Ethanac Sewer Extension
Project (Project) located adjacent to the City of Lake Elsinore, in unincorporated Riverside County,
California. The Elsinore Valley Municipal Water District (EVMWD) plans to install sewer pipelines within
Highway 74, between Wasson Canyon Road and Ethanac Road, and within Wasson Canyon Road,
between Highway 74 and Mauricio Avenue, in addition to associated improvements. For regional
context purposes, the Project is within the boundary of the Western Riverside County Multiple Species
Habitat Conservation Plan (MSHCP, RCTLMA 2003). The majority of the Project area is located outside
areas targeted for specific conservation requirements, except for two Criteria Cells (3974 and 4078).
EVMWD is not a signatory to the MSHCP and is not required to comply with plan conditions and
associated mitigation fees. The Project is located outside of Critical Habitat designated by the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service (USFWS).

This report summarizes the existing biological resources within the Project site and analyzes the
proposed impacts under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and applicable federal, state,
and local policy.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION

The Project site is generally located within the Meadowbrook community in unincorporated Riverside
County (County), California (Figure 1, Regional Location). It is depicted on the Elsinore, California U.S.
Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5-minute topographic quadrangle, within Township 5 South, Range 4 West,
and Sections 15, 21, and 22 (Figure 2, USGS Topography). More specifically, the Project would be
constructed within Highway 74, between Wasson Canyon Road and Ethanac Road, and within Wasson
Canyon Road, between Highway 74 and Mauricio Avenue (Figure 3, Aerial Photograph). The City of Lake
Elsinore boundary borders the Project, immediately south of the intersection of Mauricio Avenue and
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Wasson Canyon Road; however, the Project does not fall within their jurisdiction. The Project would
occur primarily within the existing road rights-of-way (ROW) and encompasses 36 small Assessor’s
Parcel Numbers (APNSs), including existing residential homes and commercial properties (Attachment A,
APN List). The “study area” is defined by the 12,500-foot, 16-inch gravity sewer pipeline, two temporary
staging areas (one temporary staging area location is identified and one to be determined), associated
infrastructure, and a 50-foot buffer from the proposed alignment, totaling approximately 30.14 acres. A
minimum working limit width of 36 feet is recommended by the Project engineers for trenching,
laydown areas, and a drive aisle for material placement. The 36-foot buffer from the proposed
alignment and staging areas are together described as the “impact area” in this report.

EVMWD is a public, non-profit agency created on December 23, 1950, under the Municipal Water
District Act of 1911. EVMWD provides public water service, water supply development and planning,
wastewater treatment and disposal, and recycling. Currently, EVMWD has over 46,000 water,
wastewater, and agricultural service connections over a 96-square-mile service area within the cities of
Lake Elsinore, Wildomar, Canyon Lake, and Murrieta, and unincorporated portions of the County of
Riverside. EVMWD is a sub-agency of the Western Municipal Water District, a member agency of the
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California. The Project is within EVMWD’s Regional Water
Reclamation Facility (WRF) sewershed. The Project would be in a location that could facilitate the future
conversion of the surrounding Meadowbrook rural residential community from septic tanks to sewers
per the with EVMWD’s 2016 Sewer System Master Plan.

The Project consists of the construction of up to 12,500 feet of a 16-inch gravity trunk sewer pipeline
within Highway 74, between Wasson Canyon Road and Ethanac Road, and within Wasson Canyon Road,
between Highway 74 and Mauricio Avenue. The Project would connect to an existing 15-inch diameter
polyvinyl chloride (PVC) gravity trunk sewer at the intersection of Wasson Canyon Road and Mauricio
Avenue. Since EVMWD'’s service area boundary is generally located along Ethanac Road, it is assumed
that sewer service north of Ethanac Road would be provided by the Eastern Municipal Water District.

The connection at Wasson Canyon Road and Mauricio Avenue would involve the removal of a concrete
plug to the existing 15-inch diameter PVC gravity trunk sewer, inspection of the existing sewer, and
installation of a manhole. Termination of the proposed pipeline would occur near the intersection of
Highway 74 and Ethanac Road with a terminal manhole and a 5-foot-long sewer pipeline extension
ending with a 15-inch concrete plug. Manholes throughout the alignment would be installed with
spacing of up to 500 feet and flush with the finished roadway surface.

Within Wasson Canyon Road, a two-lane road, the pipeline would be located approximately parallel to
and 6 feet east of the roadway centerline. Within Highway 74, a four-lane road, the pipeline would
typically be installed in the center of the driving lane nearest to the roadway centerline, on the south or
east side of the centerline. Installation of the pipeline within Highway 74 at the Wasson Canyon Wash
Crossing would include a 3.5-foot square concrete pipe encasement on top of the existing concrete box
culvert located on the eastern side of Highway 74 (Figure 4, Proposed Pipe Alignment).

The duration of construction is estimated to be approximately 37 months, starting October 2024. The
majority of the pipeline along Highway 74 would be constructed using open trench methods at a
minimum depth of seven feet. Within the narrower Wasson Canyon Road, it is anticipated that open
trench construction or a micro-tunnel boring machine would be used to install the pipeline. Construction
is anticipated to occur at a rate of 10 to 20 linear feet per day.
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A minimum working limit width of 36 feet is recommended by the Project engineers to allow for a
3-foot-wide trench, a pipe laydown area, and a dump truck drive aisle for material placement. It is
anticipated that this construction work area would result in limiting traffic to one lane in each direction
during the pipe installation in Highway 74 and a temporary road closure for Wasson Canyon Road.
Construction traffic management plans (TMPs) would be required to be approved by the County for
construction within Highway 74 and Wasson Canyon Road. Work hours and lane closure schedules are
anticipated to be determined in coordination with the County.

Off-site staging areas are anticipated to consist of the approximately 0.25-acre gravel-surfaced property
at the southeast corner of Highway 74 and Greenwald Avenue and a temporary equipment storage lot,
less than 0.5-acre in size, at an undetermined location along the Highway 74 road corridor in a
previously disturbed/developed property. When construction equipment is not in use, it would be
stored at locations selected by the contractor and approved by EVMWD.

Approximately 17,000 cubic yards (CY) of soil material would be excavated during trenching. It is
estimated that 1,700 CY would be used to backfill trenched areas, and the remaining 15,300 CY of
excavated material would be exported. To refill trenched areas, 15,300 CY of soil material would also be
imported to the Project.

Construction would implement standard dust control measures as required by South Coast Air Quality
Management District (SCAQMD) Rule 403, including watering two times daily during grading, ensuring
that all exposed surfaces maintain a minimum soil moisture of 12 percent, and limiting vehicle speeds
on unpaved roads to 15 miles per hour. All trucks hauling dirt, sand, soil, or other loose materials would
be covered with a fabric cover and maintain a freeboard height of 12 inches.

The implementation of the proposed Project would require conformance with the National Pollution
Discharge Elimination System General Construction Activity Permit. Such conformance would entail the
implementation of a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) to address the discharge of
contaminants (including construction-related hazardous materials) and minimize runoff through
appropriate best management practices (BMPs).

As a standard construction practice and regulatory requirement, EVMWD would implement BMPs from
the required SWPPP for the Project, which may include:

e Covering stockpiled excavated and/or fill materials to reduce potential off-site sediment
transport;

e Employing appropriate standard spill prevention practices and clean-up materials;
e Maintaining the Project area free of trash and debris;
* Properly storing, handling, and disposing of toxins and pollutants, including waste materials;

e Using erosion control devices, such as straw wattles, mulch, mats, and/or geotextiles;
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e Using sediment catchment structures such as hay bales, gravel or sandbags, silt fencing, fiber
rolls, matting, berms, or similar devices along grading boundaries and drainage courses to
prevent off-site sediment transport;

« Daily backfilling, compaction, and/or covering of excavated trenches to minimize erosion
potential; and/or

» Regularly inspecting and maintaining all erosion control and sediment catchment facilities to
ensure proper function and effectiveness.

Construction plans would include work limits and the limits of sensitive biological resources. Sensitive

habitat areas, including riparian habitats, would be flagged prior to construction occurring adjacent to
these areas to ensure staging and other construction activities avoid such resources and remain within
the disturbed and developed portions of the Project site.

METHODS

Literature Review

Before conducting the general biological survey, HELIX performed a search of the California Natural
Diversity Database (CNDDB; California Department of Fish and Wildlife [CDFW] 2023a and b), California
Native Plant Society (CNPS) rare plant inventory (CNPS 2023a), USFWS Critical Habitat Portal (USFWS
2023a), USFWS National Wetlands Inventory (USFWS 2023b), and USFWS Information for Planning and
Conservation (IPaC; USFWS 2023c) database applications to obtain information regarding sensitive
biological resources known to occur within the vicinity of the study area (Attachment B, IPaC Report).

General Biological Survey

HELIX biologists Daniel Torres and Matthew Dimson completed a general biological survey of the study
area on July 25, 2023. The assessment focused on inventorying existing vegetation communities;
qualifying habitat suitability and potential for the occurrence of sensitive species, including federally
listed species protected under the federal Endangered Species Act (ESA); preliminarily identifying
potential aguatic resources; and identifying other sensitive biological resources, such as potential
nesting habitat for bird species protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA). Representative
photographs were taken and are included as Attachment C, Representative Photographs. The study area
was surveyed with the aid of binoculars, and all observed or detected plant and animal species were
recorded (Attachments D and E, Plant Species Observed and Animal Species Observed or Detected).
Animal identifications were made in the field by visual observation or detection of calls, burrows, tracks,
scat, and sign. Plant identifications were made in the field.

Preliminary Aguatic Resource Assessment

HELIX completed an informal, preliminary aquatic resource assessment concurrent with the general
biological survey within the study area. The preliminary assessment focused on mapping culverts,
riparian and wetland vegetation, surface soils, topography, and other data to identify potentially
jurisdictional aquatic resources.
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Survey Limitations

The lists of species identified are not necessarily comprehensive accounts of all species that occur on the
site, as species that are nocturnal, secretive, or seasonally restricted may not have been observed.
Additionally, species may occur within the limits of private property in the study area and may not have
been observed due to access.

Nomenclature

The nomenclature for this report follows the Jepson Manual (Baldwin et al. 2012) for Latin names of
plants, and the Manual of California Vegetation (CNPS 2023b) for vegetation communities. Animal
nomenclature follows the North American Butterfly Association (NABA 2017) for butterflies, the Center
for North American Herpetology (Taggart 2020) for reptiles and amphibians, the American
Ornithological Society (AOS 2022) for avian species, and the Revised checklist of North American
mammals north of Mexico (Bradley et al. 2014) for mammals. Sensitive plant and wildlife status are from
the CDFW Special Animal List (CDFW 2023b). Soils data is from the U.S. Department of Agriculture Web
Soil Survey (USDA 2022).

ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING
Existing Conditions

Regional Context

The study area is located within a rural residential area in western Riverside County. The study area is
within the boundary of the MSHCP, and the majority of the study area is located outside lands targeted
for conservation, except for two Criteria Cells (3974 and 4078). MSHCP Conserved Lands do not overlay
the study area but exist to the north and south of the southern portion of the study area. The biological
resources located near the site that are of local importance include Lake Elsinore (to the south) and the
San Jacinto River (to the east) that flows into Lake Elsinore and the habitats adjacent to those water
bodies. Although one Core Linkage is located immediately south of Highway 74, just north of the
intersection of Wasson Canyon Road, the feature is outside the study area.

The southern extent of the study area near the intersection of Wasson Canyon Road and Highway 74 is
within MSHCP Criteria Cells (Cell 3974 and 4078). Although EVMWD is not a signatory to the MSHCP and
compliance with plan conditions and associated mitigation fees is not applicable, this document will
address the Project’s conformance with the MSHCP to the extent feasible (See Issue #6, below).

Disturbance

Most of the study area comprises disturbed roadside areas. The undeveloped areas within the study
area are disturbed by regular disking, mowing, and off-road vehicular activity. Some remnant patches of
intact native habitats exist within the study area; however, these patches are heavily altered by adjacent
disturbance.
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Topography and Soils

Overall, the study area is gently sloped, with an elevation ranging from approximately 1,665 feet above
mean sea level (AMSL) in the northern portion of the study area to 1,635 AMSL in the south. There are
nine soil types mapped within the study area, including Bosanko clay (BfD, 9 to 15 percent slopes),
Cajalco fine sandy loam (CaC2 and CaD2, 2 to 15 percent slopes, eroded), Cieneba rocky sandy loam
(CkF2, 15 to 50 percent slopes, eroded), Fallbrook fine sandy loam (FfC2 and FaD2, 2 to 15 percent
slopes), Gorgonio loamy sand (GkD, channels, 2 to 15 percent slopes), Honcut sandy loam (HnC, 2 to

8 percent slopes), Las Posas loam (LaD2, 8 to 15 percent slopes, eroded), Temescal (TbF2, 15 to

50 percent slopes, eroded), and Vista coarse sandy loam (VsD2, 8 to 15 percent slopes, eroded).

These soil series are characterized by well-draining substrates derived from weathered granitic material
or igneous rock and are generally found at elevations lower than 3,000 AMSL, with rock outcrops being
common in areas with the Gorgonio and Honcut Series occurring across alluvial fans. Most of the surface
soils in the study area show significant disturbance and alteration from their native state.

Vegetation Communities and Land Use

A total of eight vegetation communities or land cover types occur within the study area, which include
arroyo willow thicket, brittlebush scrub, California buckwheat scrub (including disturbed), developed,
disturbed habitat, non-native vegetation, and unvegetated streambed (Figures 5a-i, Vegetation
Communities; Table 1, Existing Vegetation Communities and Land Uses in the Study Area). Each was
identified to the alliance level using the online version of the Manual of California Vegetation

(CNPS 2023b).

Table 1
EXISTING VEGETATION COMMUNITIES AND LAND USES IN THE STUDY AREA

MCV Habitat Name Acres
Arroyo Willow Thicket (Salix lasiolepis Shrubland Alliance) 0.03
Brittlebush Scrub (Encelia farinosa Shrubland Alliance) 0.05
California Buckwheat Scrub (Eriogonum fasciculatum Shrubland Alliance) 0.11
California Buckwheat Scrub (Eriogonum fasciculatum Shrubland Alliance) — Disturbed 0.17
Developed 22.26
Disturbed Habitat 7.17
Non-native Vegetation 0.28
Unvegetated Streambed 0.07

Total 30.14

Arroyo Willow Thicket (Salix lasiolepis Shrubland Alliance)

Arroyo Willow Thicket consists of dense, broadleaved, winter-deciduous stands of trees dominated by
shrubby willows (Salix spp.) in association with mule fat (Baccharis salicifolia) and with scattered
emergent cottonwood (Populus fremontii) and western sycamores (Platanus racemosa). This vegetation
community occurs on loose, sandy, or fine gravelly alluvium deposited near stream channels during
flood flows. Frequent flooding maintains this early seral community, preventing succession to a riparian
woodland or forest. In the absence of periodic flooding, this early seral type would be succeeded by
southern cottonwood or western sycamore riparian forest.
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This habitat comprises two small patches adjacent to a drainage feature in the southern portion of the
study area. The habitat is dominated by Goodding’s willow (Salix gooddingii) and red willow (Salix
lasiolepis). One large Fremont cottonwood was observed in the habitat patch on the eastern side of the
study area. Other native species observed included mule fat and seep monkeyflower (Erythranthe
guttata). A significant number of non-native species were also observed, including annual beard-grass
(Polypogon monspeliensis), Bermuda grass (Cynodon dactylon), and tamarisk (Tamarix ramosissima).
Approximately 0.03 acre of arroyo willow thicket occurs in the study area.

Brittlebush Scrub (Encelia farinosa Shrubland Alliance)

Brittlebush scrub is the most xeric expression of coastal sage scrub, typically found on xeric sites such as
steep slopes, severely drained soils, or clays that release stored soil moisture slowly. Typical stands are
open and dominated by brittlebush (Encelia farinosa) and may also include California buckwheat
(Eriogonum fasciculatum), California sagebrush (Artemisia californica), and red brome (Bromus rubens).
Brittlebush scrub within the study area is dominated by brittlebush and includes small amounts of other
native species, including California buckwheat and common sandaster (Corethrogyne filaginifolia). Short
pod mustard (Hirschfeldia incana) and red brome were also common within this plant community.
Approximately 0.05 acre of brittlebush scrub occurs in the study area. This habitat community was
mapped as a single isolated patch adjacent to disturbed habitat and residential housing.

California Buckwheat Scrub (Eriogonum fasciculatum Shrubland Alliance)

California buckwheat scrub is a xeric expression of coastal sage scrub, typically found on xeric sites such
as steep slopes, severely drained soils, or clays that release stored soil moisture slowly. Typical stands
are open and dominated by California buckwheat and may also include brittlebush, California sagebrush,
and red brome. California buckwheat scrub within the study area is dominated by California buckwheat
and also includes small amounts of brittlebush, red brome, and short pod mustard. Approximately

0.11 acre of California buckwheat scrub and 0.17 acre of California buckwheat scrub-disturbed occur in
the study area. This habitat community occurs adjacent to an existing road, disturbed habitat, and
development, and was mapped as several small, isolated patches.

Developed

The developed land cover type includes lands that have been constructed upon or otherwise physically
altered to the extent that native vegetation is no longer supported. Developed land is characterized by
permanent or semi-permanent structures, pavement or hardscape, and landscaped areas that often
require irrigation. Areas where no natural land is evident due to a large amount of debris or other
materials being placed upon it may also be considered developed. The developed land in the study area
includes structures, paved and dirt roads, and ornamental vegetation. Approximately 22.26 acres of
developed land characterized by these elements occur within the study area.

Disturbed Habitat

Disturbed habitat includes land cleared of vegetation (e.g., dirt roads), land containing a preponderance
of non-native plant species, such as ornamentals or ruderal exotic species that take advantage of
disturbance (previously cleared or abandoned landscaping), or land showing signs of past or present
animal usage that removes any capability of providing viable habitat. This habitat occurs throughout
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the study area (including the staging area). Approximately 7.17 acres of disturbed habitat occur within
the study area.

Non-native Vegetation

Non-native vegetation generally includes non-native trees or shrubs planted as windrows, invasive trees
and shrubs, and other vegetation that has spread from landscaping. In the study area, this habitat occurs
on or adjacent to development within disturbed habitat and comprises olive (Olea europaea),
eucalyptus (Eucalyptus sp.), Peruvian pepper (Schinus molle), and Jerusalem thorn (Parkinsonia
aculeata). Approximately 0.28 acre of non-native vegetation occurs within the study area.

Unvegetated Streambed

Unvegetated streambed typically consists of coarse-textured substrate, which ranges from sand to
gravel. The coarse-textured substrate is transported and deposited by stream flows. Approximately
0.07 acre of unvegetated streambed associated with one culvert occurs in the study area. The feature
consists mostly of sandy substrate and is generally unvegetated. Scattered non-native species were
observed at low percent cover, including short pod mustard, wild fennel (Foeniculum vulgare), giant
reed (Arundo donax), and tocalote (Centaurea melitensis). Sparse cover of native plant species was also
observed, including mule fat and alkali heliotrope (Heliotropium curassavicum).

Flora and Fauna

A total of 34 plant species (Attachment D) and 12 animal species (consisting of one invertebrate, one
reptile, four birds, and two mammal species; Attachment E) were observed or otherwise detected in the
study area during the general biological survey.

Sensitive Biological Resources
Sensitive Natural Communities

Sensitive natural communities include land that supports unique vegetation communities or the habitats
of rare, threatened, or endangered species or subspecies of animals or plants as defined by

Section 15380 of the CEQA Guidelines. Developed or disturbed land does not meet the definition of
sensitive. According to CDFW, plant communities, alliances, and associations with a statewide ranking of
S1 through S3 are considered sensitive natural communities. The list of California Sensitive Natural
Communities uses the Alliance and Association names for plant communities from the Manual of
California Vegetation (MCV; CNPS 2023b). The sensitivity rankings for plant communities observed in the
study area are provided in Table 2, Vegetation Community Sensitivity Rating.
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Table 2
VEGETATION COMMUNITY SENSITIVITY RATING

MCV Alliance Sensitive Ranking*
Arroyo Willow Thicket (Salix lasiolepis Shrubland Alliance) G4/54
Brittlebush Scrub (Encelia farinosa Shrubland Alliance) G5/54
California Buckwheat Scrub (Eriogonum fasciculatum G5/S5
Shrubland Alliance, including disturbed)

Developed Land None
Disturbed Habitat None
Non-native Vegetation None
Unvegetated Streambed None

1 Ranking G=federal and S=State of California

Based on global and state rankings, no sensitive natural communities occur within the study area, as all
rankings are greater than S3. Arroyo Willow Thicket and Unvegetated Streambed would be considered
potentially jurisdictional by CDFW and are discussed further in the Preliminary Aquatic Resource
Assessment section below.

Special-Status Plant and Animal Species

Special-Status Plant Species

Special-status plant species are those listed as federally threatened or endangered by the USFWS; State
listed as threatened or endangered or considered sensitive by the CDFW; and/or are CNPS California
Rare Plant Rank (CRPR) species, as recognized in the CNPS Inventory of Rare and Endangered Vascular
Plants of California and consistent with the CEQA Guidelines. The desktop analysis for special-status
plant species occurrences included a five-mile search radius from the study area of the CNDDB, a
one-quadrangle search of the CNPS rare plant inventory, USFWS critical habitat, and a search of the
USFWS IPaC database applications.

A total of 24 plant species were evaluated for their potential to occur in the study area (Attachment F,
Special-Status Plant Species with Potential to Occur). The evaluated species include seven species listed
on a state or federal level. There are six special-status plant species with low potential to occur on-site;
none of the species are listed on a state or federal level. The remainder of the species do not have the
potential to occur due to a lack of suitable habitat and high levels of disturbance in the study area.

No special-status plant species were observed within the study area. A population of 21 paniculate
tarplant (Deinandra paniculata) was observed approximately 150 feet north of the study area (see
Figure 5d). No impacts to this population are proposed.

Special-Status Animal Species

Special-status animal species are those listed as threatened or endangered, proposed for listing, or
candidates for listing by the USFWS or National Marine Fisheries Service under the ESA, and those
animal species considered sensitive by CDFW. The desktop analysis for special-status animal species
occurrences included a five-mile search radius from the study area of the CNDDB, USFWS critical habitat,
and a search of the USFWS IPaC database applications.
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Special-status animal species evaluated for their potential to occur in the study area are listed in
Attachment G, Special-Status Animal Species with Potential to Occur. A total of 29 species, including
three invertebrates, one amphibian, eight reptiles, eleven birds, and six mammals, were evaluated for
their potential to occur in the study area. Thirteen of the species evaluated have low potential to occur
in the study area. These species include one species federally listed as endangered, one fully protected
species, one candidate species for state listing as endangered, six state species of special concern, and
four watch list species. The remainder of the animal species do not have the potential to occur on-site
due to a lack of suitable habitat and residential development on the site. No special-status animal
species were observed in the study area during the general biological survey.

Bald eagle, a state-listed species, is known to forage at Lake Elsinore but is not known to nest in the
vicinity. The study area is approximately four miles from Lake Elsinore. The bald eagle may use trees
within the study area for temporary roosting but is unlikely to remain due to the high disturbance from
human activities.

Nesting Birds and Raptors

Portions of the study area include marginal nesting habitat (e.g., trees, shrubs, structures) for several
common bird species, including raptors, protected under the MBTA and California Fish and Game Code
(CFG Code).

Preliminary Aquatic Resource Assessment

At the landscape level, several natural stream courses flow through culverts under Highway 74

(Figures 6a-i, Preliminary Aquatic Resource Assessment). The study area includes riparian habitats and
culvert inlets and outlets mapped across the alignment. The riparian habitats are located in the southern
portion of the Project alignment and immediately south of the paved road edge outside of the impact
area (See Figures 6g and 6h). The culverts are located at the margins of the study area or immediately
outside the study area boundary.

Wildlife Corridors and Linkages

Wildlife corridors connect isolated habitats and allow movement or dispersal of plant materials and
animals. Local wildlife corridors allow access to resources such as food, water, and shelter within the
framework of the wildlife’s daily routine and life history. For example, animals can use these corridors to
travel between their riparian breeding habitats and their upland burrowing habitats. Regional corridors
provide these functions over a larger scale and link two or more large habitat areas, allowing the
dispersal of organisms and the consequent mixing of genes between populations. A corridor is a specific
route that is used for the movement and migration of species; it may be different from a linkage in that
it represents a smaller or narrower avenue for movement. A linkage is an area of land that supports or
contributes to the long-term movement of animals and genetic exchange by providing live-in habitat
that connects to other habitat areas. Many linkages occur as stepping-stone linkages that are made up
of a fragmented archipelago arrangement of habitat over a linear distance.

The study area does not, by itself, serve as or contribute to any known or potential corridors or linkages.
Although relatively larger areas of open space exist within the vicinity of the study area, Highway 74 is a
heavily trafficked road and would be considered an impediment to wildlife movement. Additionally, one
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Core Linkage defined by the MSHCP is located immediately south of Highway 74, just north of the
intersection of Wasson Canyon Road. The feature is located outside of the study area, approximately
25 feet to the south, and appears to be associated with an aquatic resource.

APPLICABLE REGULATIONS

Based on the findings of this report, activities affecting the biological resources determined to exist or
have the potential to exist within the study area could be subject to the federal, state, and local
regulations discussed below.

Federal
Federal Endangered Species Act

The ESA (16 USC 1531 et seq. [1973]) extends legal protection to plants and animals, listed as
endangered or threatened by the USFWS, and gives authorization to the USFWS to review proposed
federal actions to assess potential impacts to species listed as endangered or threatened. The ESA
prohibits the unauthorized “taking” of a federally listed species and adverse modification of designated
critical habitat.

“Taking” of a threatened or endangered species is deemed to occur when an intentional or negligent act
or omission results in any of the following actions: “to harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, Kill, trap,
capture, or collect, or attempt to engage in any such conduct.” Such acts may include significant habitat
modification or degradation if they result in death or injury. Likewise, import, export, interstate, and
foreign commerce of listed species are all prohibited. Sections 7 and 10 of the ESA permit “incidental
take” of a listed species via a federal or private action, respectively, through formal consultation with
the USFWS.

Migratory Bird Treaty Act

All migratory bird species that are native to the United States or its territories are protected under the
federal MBTA, 16 U.S.C. 703 et seq. The MBTA prohibits the take (including killing, capturing, selling,
trading, and transporting) of protected migratory bird species without prior authorization from USFWS.

Clean Water Act

The USACE regulates the discharge of dredge or fill material into waters of the U.S. under Section 404 of
the Clean Water Act (CWA, 33 USC 1344). The purpose of the CWA is to restore and maintain the
chemical, physical, and biological integrity of all waters of the U.S. A federal CWA Section 404 Permit
would be required for a project to place fill in waters of the U.S. Projects impacting waters of the U.S.
can be permitted on an individual basis or be covered under one of several approved nationwide
permits. Individual permits are assessed individually based on the type of action, amount of fill, etc.
Individual permits typically require substantial time (often longer than one year) to review and approve,
while nationwide permits are pre-approved if a project meets applicable conditions. Utility line activities
may be authorized under CWA Section 404 Nationwide Permit (NWP) 12, which does not place a limit on
impacts to linear feet of waters of the U.S. A CWA Section 401 Water Quality Certification administered
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by the Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) must be issued before the issuance of a Section
404 Permit.

State of California
Callifornia Environmental Quality Act

Primary environmental legislation in California is found in the CEQA and its implementing guidelines
(State CEQA Guidelines), requiring that projects with potential adverse effects or impacts on the
environment undergo environmental review. Adverse impacts to the environment are typically
mitigated as a result of the environmental review process in accordance with laws and regulations.

Although threatened and endangered species are protected by specific federal and state statutes, CEQA
Guidelines Section 15380(d) states that a species not listed on the federal or state list of protected
species may be considered rare or endangered if the species can be shown to meet certain specified
criteria. These criteria have been modeled after the definition in ESA and the section of the CFG Code
dealing with rare or endangered plants and animals. CEQA Guideline Section 15380(d) allows a public
agency to undertake a review to determine whether a significant effect would occur on species that
have not yet been listed by either the USFWS or CDFW (i.e., species of concern). Thus, if warranted
under special circumstances, CEQA provides an agency with the ability to protect a species from a
project’s potential impacts until the respective government agencies have an opportunity to designate
the species as formally protected.

Per the requirements of CEQA, an agency reviewing a proposed project within its jurisdiction must
determine whether any state-listed endangered or threatened species may be present in the project
area and whether the proposed project will have a potentially significant impact on such species.

California Fish and Game Code

The CFG Code regulates the taking or possession of birds, mammals, fish, amphibians, and reptiles, as
well as natural resources such as lakes and streams. Sections 1600 et seq. of the CFG Code include
definitions and provisions for the protection of lake and streambed resources. The CDFW requires
notification for any activity that could result in an alteration of lake or streambed resources. Under CFG
Code Section 3503, it is unlawful to take, possess, or needlessly destroy the nest or eggs of any bird,
except as otherwise provided by the code or any regulation made pursuant thereto. Raptors (birds of
prey) and owls and their active nests are protected by CFG Code Section 3503.5, which states that it is
unlawful to take, possess, or destroy any birds of prey or to take, possess, or destroy the nest or eggs of
any such bird unless authorized by the CDFW. In common practice, CDFW places timing restrictions on
the clearing of potential nesting habitat (e.g., vegetation), as well as restrictions on disturbances allowed
near active raptor nests.

SIGNIFICANCE OF PROJECT IMPACTS AND PROPOSED MITIGATION

This section provides a project-level biological resources impact analysis for the proposed Project in
support of an environmental review. The issues addressed in this section are derived from Appendix G
of the State CEQA Guidelines. Mitigation, monitoring, and reporting requirements to eliminate or reduce
Project impacts to a less than significant level are also provided in this section. The following analysis is
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based on the impact footprint of the current Project design, which has been refined to ensure the
Project avoids sensitive biological resources.

Issue 1: Special-Status Species

Would the project have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat modifications, on
any species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special status species in local or regional plans,
policies, or regulations, or by the CDFW or USFWS?

Issue 1 Impact Analysis

Less than Significant Impact with Mitigation. Project construction could result in potentially significant
impacts on nesting birds protected under the federal MBTA and CFG Code; however, the impacts would
be reduced to less than significant levels with the implementation of the proposed mitigation, as
described in further detail below. The study area supports disturbed habitat that occurs along

Highway 74 and open fields adjacent to the study area that are considered marginally suitable for
burrowing owl (BUOW, Athene cunicularia). The study area supports patches of brittlebush scrub and
California buckwheat scrub (including disturbed). This habitat is of low quality and is considered
marginally suitable habitat for coastal California gnatcatcher (CAGN, Polioptila californica californica)
due to its sparsity, and its adjacency to disturbance including a road, residential housing, and disturbed
habitat. The study area does not support potential habitat for Stephens’ kangaroo rat (SKR, Dipodomys
stephensi). The Project would have no impact on any other special-status plant and animal species due
to the lack of suitable habitat on the site and regular disturbance.

Coastal California Gnatcatcher

Coastal California gnatcatcher, a federally threatened and state species of special concern, utilizes sage
scrub habitat with California sagebrush as a dominant or co-dominant species. The patches of
brittlebush scrub and California buckwheat scrub within the study area lack a significant California
sagebrush component and are of low quality. The habitat is considered to be of low quality due to
immediate road adjacency, overall disturbed nature of the habitat, and the area being surrounded by
residential housing without connectivity to larger patches of sage scrub habitats. The Project does not
propose direct impacts to the habitat, as it is outside of the Project impact area. Portions of the Project
alignment occur parallel to sage scrub habitat that, while low in quality, is considered potentially
suitable nesting habitat; therefore, construction adjacent to these areas has the potential to disturb
CAGN nesting. Implementation of mitigation measure Bio-1 would reduce potential impacts to CAGN to
less than significant levels.

Nesting Birds

Trees, shrubs, and other vegetation that provide suitable nesting habitat for common birds, including
raptors, protected under the MBTA and CFG Code, are present within and near the potential impact
area for the Project, including staging areas. Construction of the proposed Project could result in the
removal or trimming of trees and other vegetation during the general bird nesting season (February 1 to
August 31 for songbirds and as early as January 15 for raptors) and, therefore, could result in impacts to
nesting birds in violation of the MBTA and CFG Code. Direct impacts could occur as a result of the
removal of vegetation supporting an active nest. Indirect effects could occur as a result of construction

HELIX

Environmental Planning



Biological Resources Letter Report Page 14 of 24
Highway 74/Ethanac Sewer Extension Project
October 27, 2023

noise near undeveloped areas supporting an active bird nest, such that the disturbance results in nest
abandonment or nest failure. Impacts would be considered potentially significant. Implementation of
mitigation measure Bio-1 would reduce potentially significant impacts on nesting birds, including raptors
and CAGN, to less than significant levels.

Burrowing Owl

Burrowing owl, a state species of special concern, has low potential to occur in the disturbed habitat
that occurs along Highway 74 and in the open fields adjacent to the study area. Ground disturbance
within 500 feet (150 meters) of an active burrow during the breeding season (February 1 through
August 31, CDFW 2012) or within 165 feet (50 meters) of an active burrow outside the breeding season
could result in impacts to BUOW in violation of the MBTA and CFG code. Direct impacts could occur
from ground disturbance at a burrow. Indirect impacts could occur as a result of construction noise in
the immediate vicinity, as described above, such that the disturbance results in nest/burrow
abandonment or nest failure. Impacts would be considered significant. Implementation of mitigation
measure Bio-2 would reduce potentially significant impacts on BUOW to less than significant levels.

Stephens’ Kangaroo Rat

Stephens’ kangaroo rat, a federally and state threatened species, requires open areas with sparse
perennial cover and loose soil. The study area is located within the Stephens’ Kangaroo Rat Habitat
Conservation Plan (SKR HCP, RCHCA 1996) area but outside mapped SKR habitat under this plan.
EVMWD is not a member jurisdiction of the SKR HCP and is not subject to the required mitigation fee;
therefore, any impacts would be addressed under Section 7 or Section 10 of the ESA. Based on HELIX’s
survey, the study area and adjacent areas are highly disturbed and do not support habitat for this
species. Potential SKR habitat was determined to be absent from the Project impact area; therefore, no
impacts to SKR are anticipated as a result of Project activities, and no mitigation measures are
recommended.

Issue 1 Mitigation Measures
Mitigation

Bio-1 Avoidance of Nesting Birds and Raptors. To prevent direct impacts to nesting birds, including
raptors, protected under the federal MBTA and CFG Code, the following measures shall be
implemented:

Project activities requiring the removal and/or trimming of vegetation suitable for nesting birds
shall occur outside of the general bird breeding season (March 15 through August 31 for
songbirds and January 15 through August 31 for raptors) to the extent feasible.

If construction activities (i.e., earthwork, clearing, and grubbing) must occur during the general
bird nesting season for migratory songbirds (March 15 through August 31) and raptors
(January 15 through August 31), a qualified biologist shall perform a pre-construction survey of
potential nesting habitat to confirm the absence of active nests belonging to migratory birds,
including coastal California gnatcatcher, and raptors afforded protection under the MBTA and
CFG Code. The pre-construction survey shall be performed no more than seven days before the
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start of construction activities. If construction is inactive for more than seven days, an additional
survey shall be conducted. The results of the pre-construction survey shall be documented by
the qualified biologist.

If the qualified biologist determines that no active migratory bird or raptor nests occur, the
activities shall be allowed to proceed without any further requirements. If the qualified biologist
determines that an active migratory bird, coastal California gnatcatcher, or raptor nest is
present, no impacts within 300 feet (500 feet for raptors and coastal California gnatcatcher) of
the active nest shall occur until the young have fledged the nest and the nest is confirmed to no
longer be active, as determined by the qualified biologist. The biological monitor may modify
the buffer or propose other recommendations to minimize disturbance to nesting birds.

Bio-2 Avoidance of Burrowing Owl. To prevent direct and indirect impacts to BUOW, the following
measures shall be implemented:

A pre-construction burrowing owl survey shall be conducted following with the protocol
described in the CDFW Staff Report on Burrowing Owl Mitigation (CDFW 2012). The initial take
avoidance survey shall occur no less than 14 days before initiating ground-disturbing activities,
with a final survey conducted within 24 hours before initiating ground-disturbing activities. If,
after the initial take avoidance survey, no suitable burrowing owl habitat, including burrows, is
present, the second survey 24 hours before ground disturbance shall not be required. The
Project shall avoid disturbing active burrowing owl burrows (active nests).

Per CDFW protocol for low disturbance projects, initial setback distances for avoidance of active
burrows shall be 656 feet (200 meters) from April 1 to October 15 and 164 feet (50 meters) from
October 16 to March 31. Exceptions can be made to the avoidance distance for areas with
natural (hills, trees) or artificial (buildings, walls) barriers in place. The final avoidance buffer
shall be at the discretion of the biologist. If, after consideration of a reduced buffer, an adequate
avoidance buffer cannot be provided between an occupied burrow and required ground-
disturbing activities, then passive relocation activities during the non-breeding season
(September 1 through January 31) may be authorized in consultation with CDFW, which would
include preparation, approval, and implementation of a Burrowing Owl Exclusion Plan following
the protocol described in the CDFW Staff Report on Burrowing Owl Mitigation. No impacts shall
occur to active burrowing owl nests.

Issue 2: Sensitive Natural Communities

Would the project have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other sensitive natural
community identified in local or regional plans, policies, and regulations or by the CDFW or USFWS?

Issue 2 Impact Analysis

Less than Significant Impact. Project construction could result in potentially significant indirect impacts
on riparian habitat or sensitive natural communities; however, the impacts would be reduced to less
than significant levels with the implementation of BMPs from the required SWPPP, as described in
further detail below. The study area supports arroyo willow thickets, brittlebush scrub, California
buckwheat scrub (including disturbed), and unvegetated streambed. Arroyo willow thicket and
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unvegetated streambed are considered to be riparian or jurisdictional habitats but will be avoided by
Project impacts, as they are located outside of the impact area. Brittlebush scrub and California
buckwheat scrub are considered to be suitable habitat for special-status avian species. These habitats
are small in size, and direct impacts would be avoided by locating staging areas, spoil piles, and similar
areas outside of these habitats. Project construction activities are planned to avoid direct impacts to
sage scrub habitats (brittlebush scrub or California buckwheat scrub). If construction activities are
limited to existing disturbed habitats and developed land, no direct impacts to riparian habitat or
sensitive natural communities would occur.

To avoid indirect impacts to riparian habitats and sensitive natural communities, and as a standard
construction practice and regulatory requirement, EVMWD would implement BMPs from the required
SWPPP for the Project, as noted in the Project Description and Location section. The required
implementation of BMPs and the Project’s SWPPP would prevent indirect impacts to off-site sensitive
resources and riparian habitat in the study area. No direct impacts are proposed to sensitive natural
communities or riparian habitat and BMPs would avoid substantial indirect adverse effects to these
vegetation communities; therefore, impacts would be less than significant.

Issue 2 Mitigation Measures
Mitigation

No mitigation is required.
Issue 3: Wetlands

Would the project have a substantial adverse effect on federally protected wetlands as defined by
Section 404 of the federal Clean Water Act (including, but not limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal,
etc.) through direct removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other means?

Issue 3 Impact Analysis

Less than Significant Impact. As discussed in Issue 2, potentially jurisdictional riparian and streambed
habitats occur within the study area. The Project design was refined to avoid impacting jurisdictional
wetlands and waters and these resources are located outside of the Project impact area, as shown on
Figures 6a through 6i. As described in Issue 2, EVMWD would implement BMPs during construction,
which would prevent indirect impacts to off-site federally protected wetlands. Therefore, impacts would
be less than significant.

Issue 3 Mitigation Measures
No mitigation is required.
Issue 4: Wildlife Movement and Nursery Sites

Would the project interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident or migratory fish or
wildlife species or with established native resident or migratory corridors, or impede the use of native
wildlife nursery sites?
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Issue 4 Impact Analysis

No Impact. The study area does not function as a wildlife corridor in its current condition, although birds
may use trees on site. The study area is within a rural residential area. Impacts to wildlife movement and
nursery sites would not occur, as wildlife using the area are subject to noise and other impacts related
to residential development and traffic. The Project’s above-ground impacts are temporary in nature and
limited to the time frame of construction. Therefore, the Project would not interfere with wildlife
movement or wildlife nursery sites and no impact would occur.

Issue 4 Mitigation Measures

No mitigation is required.

Issue 5: Local Policies and Ordinances

Would the project conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources, such as a
tree preservation policy or ordinance?

Issue 5 Impact Analysis

No Impact. The Project would not conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological
resources. Tree removal, if required, may occur within the ornamental vegetation on the residential lots.
Chapter 12.24 of the Riverside County Code of Ordinances (County 1997) prohibits the removal of any
native tree at least 30 feet in height and 12 inches in diameter-at-breast height. The Project will not
result in the removal of native trees. The Project would not conflict with any County policies or
ordinances, and no impact would occur.

Issue 5 Mitigation Measures

No mitigation is required.

Issue 6: Adopted Conservation Plans

Would the project conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural
Conservation Community Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state habitat conservation plan?

Issue 6 Impact Analysis

No Impact. The study area is within the boundary of the Western Riverside MSHCP (RCTLMA 2003), with
the majority of the study area being located outside areas targeted for specific conservation
requirements, except for two Criteria Cells (3974 and 4078) at the south end of the study area (Figure 7,
MSHCP Criteria Cells). The study area does not include land targeted for conservation within the cells, as
discussed below. Although EVMWD is not a signatory to the MSHCP and is not required to comply with
plan conditions and associated mitigation fees, the discussion below describes how the Project shows
consistency with the MSHCP.
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The study area is within the boundary of the SKR HCP area. Although EVMWD is not a signatory to the
SKR HCP and is not required to comply with plan conditions and associated mitigation fees, the
discussion below describes how the Project shows consistency with the SKR HCP.

MSHCP CELL CONSERVATION CRITERIA

Although EVMWD is not a signatory to the MSHCP and is not required to comply with plan conditions
and associated mitigation fees, the discussion below describing Cell Conservation shows how the Project
shows consistency with the MSHCP, resulting in no impact to this sensitive biological resource.

The study area includes approximately 7.67 acres of vegetation communities/habitat types within
Criteria Cell 3974. This includes 0.03 acre of arroyo willow thickets, 0.03 acre of brittlebush scrub,

0.16 acre of disturbed California buckwheat scrub, 2.74 acres of disturbed habitat, 0.14 acre of non-
native vegetation, 4.51 acres of developed land, and 0.05 acre of unvegetated streambed. This includes
Wasson Canyon Road and Highway 74 and adjacent land in the western portion of the Cell (Figure 7).
The targeted conservation for Cell 3974 is five percent of the Cell, focusing on the southern central
portion of the Cell. Areas conserved will be connected to coastal sage scrub and grassland habitat
proposed for conservation in Criteria Cell 4078 to the south. Portions of non-native grassland exist along
Wasson Canyon Road within the study area. However, these areas are outside the Project impact area,
and no impacts to these habitats are proposed.

The study area includes approximately 0.70 acre of developed areas within Criteria Cell 4078, including
Wasson Canyon Road and adjacent residential development in the northwestern portion of the Cell. The
targeted conservation within Cell 4078 includes 23 to 35 percent of the Cell, focusing on the riparian
scrub, woodland, forest, coastal sage scrub, and grassland habitat in the central portion of the Cell. The
portion of the study area within the Cell includes developed land only and is outside the targeted
conservation area. No impacts to focused habitats within Cell 4078 are proposed.

MSHCP PLANT SURVEY REQUIREMENTS

The MSHCP includes a Narrow Endemic Plant Species (NEPS) study area and a Criteria Area Species (CAS)
study area for sensitive plant species. The study area is not within the NEPS or CAS study area, and no
impacts to NEPS and CAS species would occur as a result of the Project. Although EVMWD is not a
signatory to the MSHCP and is not required to comply with plan conditions and associated mitigation
fees, this discussion exemplifies how the Project is compliant with the MSHCP.

MSHCP ANIMAL SURVEY REQUIREMENTS

The study area is within the MSHCP-mapped area for BUOW. The study area was evaluated for
burrowing owl habitat, and potentially suitable burrows do not occur. The MSHCP requires that BUOW
surveys be conducted and that impacts to BUOW be avoided within mapped areas. Protocol BUOW
surveys are not required because above-ground impacts will be temporary and will not result in habitat
loss. Thus, the Project would not conflict with the BUOW requirements of the MSHCP. As stated in

Issue 1, impacts to BUOW would be less than significant with mitigation. The study area is not within an
MSHCP-mapped area for other special-status animal species. Although EVMWD is not a signatory to the
MSHCP and is not required to comply with plan conditions and associated mitigation fees, this
discussion exemplifies how the Project is compliant with the MSHCP.
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ADDITIONAL MSHCP REQUIREMENTS

The MSHCP requires a project to either avoid impacts to riparian or riverine resources, or provide
documentation called a Determination of Biologically Equivalent or Superior Preservation (DBESP) to
document how the Project will mitigate the impacts to those resources. The Project is designed to avoid
impacts to riparian and riverine resources and, therefore, will not conflict with the MSHCP. The EVMWD
would not be required to prepare a DBESP because the EVMWD is not a signatory to the MSHCP;
however, as stated under Issue 2, impacts to riparian or riverine resources would be less than
significant.

SKR HCP

The study area is within the SKR HCP area, which streamlines “take” authorization under the Riverside
County Habitat Conservation Agencies (RCHCA) USFWS Section 10A permit. A mitigation fee is assessed
for developers within member jurisdictions; however, EVMWD is not a member jurisdiction and is not
subject to the required mitigation fee. Because no impacts to SKR are anticipated due to lack of suitable
habitat, the Project would not conflict with the SKR HCP, and no impacts related to conflicts with the
SKR HCP would occur as a result of Project activities.

Issue 6 Mitigation Measures

No mitigation is required as EVMWD is not a signatory to the MSHCP and is not required to comply with
plan conditions or associated fees.

FEDERAL CONFORMANCE ANALYSIS FOR BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES ISSUES

Issue 1: Federal Endangered Species Act, Section 7

Does the project involve any direct effects from construction activities, or indirect effects such as growth
inducement that may affect federally listed threatened or endangered species or their critical habitat
that are known, or have a potential, to occur on-site, in the surrounding area, or in the service area?

Federally Listed Animal Species

No adverse effect. The proposed impact area does not include critical habitat for federally listed species.
The study area is dominated by developed habitat and disturbed lands. The study area does not include
and is not adjacent to undeveloped areas characterized by native habitat that could support animal
species listed under the federal ESA. No federally listed plant species were observed during the survey,
and none have more than a low potential to occur. The following federally listed endangered (FE),
federally listed threatened (FT), and federal candidate for listing (FC) animal species were analyzed for
their potential to occur within five miles of the study area:

e Quino checkerspot butterfly (Euphydryas editha quino); FE

This species requires specific host plants for reproduction that are absent from the study area.

* Riverside fairy shrimp (Streptocephalus woottoni); FE

This species requires vernal pools that are absent from the study area.
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e Coastal California gnatcatcher (Polioptila californica californica); FT

This species requires areas of open sage scrub habitat, which occur as sparce, isolated, and
disturbed patches along the edges of the study area.

e Least Bell’s vireo (Vireo bellii pusillus); FE

This species requires dense riparian habitats that are absent from the study area.

e Western snowy plover (Charadrius alexandrinus nivosus); FT

This species occurs on coastal and sand dune beaches, river mouths, and estuaries that do not
occur in the study area.

e San Bernardino kangaroo rat (Dipodomys merriami parvus); FE

This species occurs in alluvial fan sage scrub, floodplains, and sandy soils. The study area does
not support suitable geomorphology or alluvial fan sage scrub habitat.

e Stephens’ kangaroo rat (Dipodomys stephensi); FT

This species requires an open area with sparse perennial cover and loose soils. The study area
and adjacent areas are highly disturbed and do not support habitat for this species.

The study area consists of primarily developed and disturbed habitat and lacks suitable habitat for most
of these species. The study area supports small patches of sage scrub habitat, including California
buckwheat scrub and brittlebush scrub. Although the habitats within the study area lack a significant
plant species component, California sagebrush, they are still considered marginally suitable habitat for
CAGN. No impacts are proposed to this habitat, and avoidance measures are included to avoid
impacting nesting CAGN; therefore, the Project would not directly or indirectly adversely affect CAGN.

Stephens’ kangaroo rat requires open areas with sparse perennial cover and loose soil. The study area is
located within the SKR HCP area but outside the mapped SKR habitat under this plan. EVMWD is not a
member jurisdiction of the SKR HCP and is not subject to the required mitigation fee. As a result, any
potential impacts would be addressed under Section 7 or Section 10 of the ESA. The study area and
adjacent areas are highly disturbed and do not support habitat for this species. Potential SKR habitat
was determined to be absent from the Project impact area; therefore, the Project would not directly or
indirectly adversely affect SKR or other federally listed species.

Federally Listed Plant Species

No adverse effect. No federally listed plant species were found during the survey, and none have more
than a low potential to occur. The Project will limit activities to developed land and minor impacts to
disturbed habitat that has been previously impacted by human activities. The following FE and FT plant
species were analyzed for their potential to occur based on a search of the USFWS IPaC database:

e California Orcutt grass (Orcuttia californica); FE

This species generally requires southern basaltic claypan vernal pools and alkaline vernal pools,
which are absent from the study area.
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e Munz onion (Allium munzii); FE

This species requires clay soils within relatively undisturbed habitats. Although the study
supports some clay soils, the study area is highly disturbed and supports very little native
vegetation.

e SanJacinto Valley crownscale (Atriplex coronata var. notatior); FE

This species requires playas or vernal pools that do not occur in the study area.

e San Diego ambrosia (Ambrosia pumila); FE
This species requires floodplain terraces or vernal pool margins that do not occur in the study
area.

e Slender-horned spineflower (Dodecahema leptoceras); FE

This species requires relict alluvial terraces and floodplain areas that support alluvial fan sage
scrub habitat. The study area does not support these habitats.
e Spreading navarretia (Navarretia fossalis); FT

This species occurs in vernal pools that are absent from the study area.

e Thread-leaved brodiaea (Brodiaea filifolia); FT
This species occurs in mud flats and vernal pools that do not occur in the study area.
The study area lacks suitable habitat, soils, and/or hydrology for listed plant species. Therefore, no

adverse effects on federally listed plant species are anticipated to occur as a result of the proposed
Project.

Issue 2: Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act,
Essential Fish Habitat

Does the project involve any direct effects from construction activities, or indirect effects such as growth
inducement that may adversely affect essential fish habitat?

No adverse effect. The proposed Project would be constructed within developed upland areas that lack
marine resources and Essential Fish Habitat regulated under the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act. Therefore, the proposed Project would not adversely affect
Essential Fish Habitat and would be in conformance with the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation
and Management Act.

Issue 3: Coastal Zone Management Act

Is any portion of the project site located within the coastal zone?

No adverse effect. No portion of the Project site is located within the coastal zone. Therefore, the
proposed Project would not affect resources protected under the Coastal Zone Management Act.
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Issue 4: Migratory Bird Treaty Act

Will the project affect protected migratory birds that are known, or have a potential, to occur on-site, in
the surrounding area, or in the service area?

No adverse effect. Construction of the Project may require the removal or trimming of trees and shrubs
within developed areas during the general bird nesting season (January 15 through September 15)
and/or raptor nesting season (January 15 through July 31), which could result in potential adverse
effects on nesting birds and raptors in violation of the MBTA. Indirect effects could occur as a result of
construction noise near the vicinity of undeveloped areas supporting an active bird nest, such that the
disturbance results in nest abandonment or nest failure.

With the implementation of mitigation measures Bio-1 and Bio-2, the proposed action is not likely to
adversely affect nesting birds, and the Project would be in conformance with the MBTA.

Issue 5: Protection of Wetlands

Does any portion of the project boundaries contain areas that should be evaluated for wetland
delineation or require a permit from the USACE?

No adverse effect. The preliminary aquatic resource assessment found that aquatic resources potentially
subject to USACE jurisdiction occur within the study area. The Project design was refined to avoid
jurisdictional impacts. Potential runoff and increase in pollutants associated with construction activities
near storm drains would be controlled and reduced through the implementation of BMPs and other
protective measures incorporated into the Project as mandatory requirements for regulatory
compliance and SWPPP implementation. All sensitive wetland habitats would be flagged in the field and
shown as avoidance areas on construction plans. With the incorporation of the protective measures, the
Project would not result in any adverse effects on federally protected wetlands outside of the impact
footprint and would result in conformance with the CWA. The proposed Project would not adversely
affect USACE jurisdictional resources, and the Project would be in conformance with the CWA.

Issue 6: Wild and Scenic Rivers Act
Is any portion of the project located within a wild and scenic river?

No adverse effect. None of the proposed Project impacts are planned on or in the immediate vicinity of
areas designated as Wild and Scenic River. Therefore, the proposed Project would not adversely affect
any areas designated as Wild and Scenic River and would be in conformance with the Wild and Scenic
Rivers Act.
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CLOSING

We appreciate the opportunity to provide you with this letter report. Please do not hesitate to contact
me at (619) 462-1515 or LindsayW@helixepi.com if you have any questions or require further
assistance.

Sincerely,

P e

Lmdsay Willrick
Senior Biology Project Manager
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Photo 1. A box culvert adjacent to the northern porton of the study area, facing
approximately southeast. The culvert is located outside of the study area.

Photo 2. Disturbed roadside area in the northern porton of the study area, facing
approximately southwest. Non-natve grassland and some California buckwheat can be
seen in the background.
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Photo 3. Arroyo willow thickets in the southern porton of the study area, facing
approximately north. Non-natve vegetaton can be seen in the foreground.

Photo 4. Disturbed California buckwheat scrub along Wasson Canyon Road in
the southern porton of the study area, facing approximately north.

HELIX

Environmental Planning

Representative Site Photos
Atachment C




Attachment D

Plant Species Observed



Attachment D: Plant Species Observed for the Highway 74/Ethanac Sewer Extension Project | October 2023

Family | Scientific Name | Common Name
GYMNOSPERMS - CONIFERS
Pinaceae | Pinus halepensis* | Aleppo pine

ANGIOSPERMS - EUDICOTS

Anacardiaceae

Schinus molle*

Peruvian pepper tree

Schinus terebinthifolius*

Brazilian pepper tree

Searsia lancea*

African sumac

Apiaceae Foeniculum vulgare* fennel

Asteraceae Ambrosia acanthicarpa annual burweed
Ambrosia psilostachya ragweed
Baccharis salicifolia mule fat
Centaurea melitensis* tocalote
Cirsium vulgare* bullthistle

Corethrogyne filaginifolia

common sandaster

Deinandra fasciculata

clustered tarweed

Deinandra paniculatat

paniculate tarplant

Encelia californica

bush sunflower

Encelia farinosa

brittlebush

Erigeron canadensis

Canada horseweed

Helianthus annuus

hairy leaved sunflower

Heterotheca grandiflora

telegraph weed

Lactuca serriola*

prickly lettuce

Oncosiphon piluliferum*

stinknet

Sonchus asper*

spiny sowthistle

Stephanomeria exigua

small wirelettuce

Boraginaceae

Heliotropium curassavicum

salt heliotrope

Brassicaceae

Hirschfeldia incana*

shortpod mustard

Brassicaceae

Sisymbrium irio*

London rocket

Chenopodiaceae

Salsola tragus™

Russian thistle

Euphorbiaceae

Croton setiger

turkey-mullein

Fabaceae Acmispon glaber deerweed
Caesalpinia gilliesii* bird-of-paradise
Parkinsonia aculeata* Mexican palo verde
Lamiaceae Rosmarinus officinalis* rosemary
Lythraceae Punica granatum* pomegranate
Myrtaceae Eucalyptus camaldulensis* red gum
Phrymaceae Diplacus aurantiacus orange bush monkeyflower

Erythranthe guttata

yellow monkey flower

Platanaceae

Platanus xhispanica*

London plane tree

Polygonaceae Eriogonum fasciculatum California buckwheat
ANGIOSPERMS - MONOCOTS
Arecaceae Washingtonia robusta* Mexican fan palm
Cyperaceae Cyperus eragrostis tall cyperus
Juncaceae Juncus mexicanus Mexican rush
Poaceae Arundo donax* giant reed
Avena fatua* wildoats
Bromus madritensis* foxtail chess
Cynodon dactylon* Bermuda grass
Hordeum murinum* foxtail barley
Lamarckia aurea* goldentop
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Attachment D: Plant Species Observed for the Highway 74/Ethanac Sewer Extension Project | October 2023

Family

Scientific Name

Common Name

Poaceae (cont.)

Pennisetum setaceum*

fountain grass

Phalaris aquatica*

bulbous canarygrass

Polypogon monspeliensis*

annual beard grass

Salicaceae Populus fremontii Fremont cottonwood
Salix gooddingii Goodding's willow
Salix laevigata red willow

Simaroubaceae Ailanthus altissima* tree-of-heaven

Solanaceae Datura wrightii jimsonweed
Nicotiana glauca™ tree tobacco

Tamaricaceae Tamarix aphylla* athel tamarisk
Tamarix ramosissima* tamarisk

Zygophyllaceae

Tribulus terrestris*

puncture vine

* Non-native species
t California Rare Plant Rank 4.2 species
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Attachment E: Animal Species Observed or Detected for the Highway 74/Ethanac Sewer Extension Project | October 2023

Order | Family | Scientific Name | Common Name

INVERTEBRATES

Lepidoptera | Pieridae | Pieris rapae | cabbage white

REPTILES

Squamata | Phrynosomatidae | Sceloporus occidentalis | western fence lizard

BIRDS

Accipitriformes Cathartidae Cathartes aura turkey vulture

Passeriformes Corvidae Corvus brachyrhynchos American crow
Passerellidae Pipilo maculatus spotted towhee

Columbiformes Columbidae Columba livia rock pigeon

MAMMALS

Carnivora Canidae Canis latrans coyote

Rodentia Sciuridae Otospermophilus beecheyi California ground squirrel
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Attachment F: Sensitive Plant Species Potential to Occur for the Highway 74/Ethanac Sewer Extension Project | October 2023

Species Name Common Name Status’? Habitat, Ecology, and Life History Potential to Occur®
Allium munzii Munz’s onion FE/ST Perennial herb. Grows in mesic areas on | Not Likely to Occur. Some marginal
CRPR 1B.1 clay soils within grassland, coastal scrub, | non-native grassland and coastal
chaparral, cismontane woodland, and scrub habitat is present along the
pinyon-juniper woodland. Flowering edges of the study area, and there
period: March to May. Elevation: 974- are mapped clays soils that overlap
3,510 feet (297 -1,070 meters). with the study area. There are
CNDDB recorded observations of
this species within the vicinity of
the study area. These records occur
within relatively undisturbed hills
and mountains to the west. The
study area is highly disturbed and
supports very low amounts of
native vegetation. Therefore, this
species is not likely to occur.
Ambrosia pumila San Diego ambrosia FE/-- Perennial rhizomatous herb. Occurs in Not Likely to Occur. The study area
CNPS1B.1 alkaline, clay, disturbed, loam and sandy | does not support floodplain
soils. Found in stream floodplain terraces | terraces or vernal pool habitat.
and vernal pool margins. Flowering
period: April to October Elevation: 65-
1,360 feet (20-415 meters).
Atriplex coronata var. San Jacinto Valley FE/-- Annual herb. Found in alkaline soil in Not Likely to Occur. Suitable
notatior crownscale CNPS1B.1 playas, valley and foothill grassland and | grassland or vernal pool habitats
vernal pools. Flowering period: April to within alkaline soil are not present
August. Elevation: 455-1,640 feet (139- in the study area.
500 meters).
Brodiaea filifolia thread-leaved brodiaea FT/SE Perennial herb. Often associated with Not Likely to Occur. The study area
CRPR 1B.1 vernal pools. Also occurs within playas, does not support vernal pool or

grasslands, coastal scrub, openings in
chaparral, and cismontane woodland;
often on clay soils. Flowering period:
March to June. Elevation: 80-3,675 feet
(25-1,120 meters).

playa habitats.
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Attachment F: Sensitive Plant Species Potential to Occur for the Highway 74/Ethanac Sewer Extension Project | October 2023

Species Name Common Name Status’? Habitat, Ecology, and Life History Potential to Occur®
Caulanthus simulans Payson's jewelflower --/-- Annual herb. Occurs within coastal sage | Not Likely to Occur. The study area
CRPR 4.2 scrub, chaparral, and pinyon-juniper does not support slopes or

woodlands. Typically on slopes and ridgelines with sandy granitic soils.
ridgelines with sandy granitic soils.
Flowering period: February to June.
Elevation: 295-7,220 feet (90-2,200
meters).

Centromadia pungens ssp. smooth tarplant --/-- Annual herb. Occurs on alkaline soils in Not Likely to Occur. The study area

laevis CRPR 1B.1 chenopod scrub, meadows and seeps, does not support alkaline soils. This
playas, riparian woodland, and valley species is readily identifiable and
and foothill grassland. Flowering period: | was not observed during the field
April to September. Elevation: below survey.
2,100 feet (640 meters).

Chorizanthe leptotheca Peninsular spineflower -/-- Annual herb. Occurs on alluvial fans and | Not Likely to Occur. Suitable alluvial

CRPR 4.2 sandy and gravelly soils within coastal fan habitat is not present within the

sage scrub, chaparral, and coniferous study area.
forests. Flowering period: May to
August. Elevation: 980-6,235 feet (300-
1,900 meters).

Chorizanthe parryi var. Parry's spineflower -/-- Annual herb. Occurs in sandy soil on flats | Low Potential to Occur. Some

parryi CRPR 1B.1 and foothills in mixed grassland, coastal | marginal non-native grassland and
sage scrub, and chaparral. Flowering coastal scrub habitat is present
period: April to June. Elevation: 900- along the edges of the study area.
4,005 feet (275-1,220 meters).

Chorizanthe polygonoides long-spined --/-- Annual herb. Occurs in chaparral, coastal | Low Potential to Occur. Some

var. longispina spineflower CRPR 1B.2 scrub, and native grassland, often on marginal non-native grassland and

clay soils. Flowering period: April to July.
Elevation: 95-5,020 feet (30-1,530
meters).

coastal scrub habitat is present
along the edges of the study area,
and there are mapped clays soils
that overlap with the study area.
However, the study area is highly
disturbed.
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Attachment F: Sensitive Plant Species Potential to Occur for the Highway 74/Ethanac Sewer Extension Project | October 2023

Species Name Common Name Status’? Habitat, Ecology, and Life History Potential to Occur®
Convolvulus simulans small-flowered --/-- Annual herb. Occurs within wet clay Not Likely to Occur. The study area
morning-glory CRPR 4.2 serpentine soils in openings within does not support wet clay
chaparral, coastal scrub, and native serpentine soils.
grassland. Flowering period: April to
June. Elevation: 95-2,430 feet (30-740
meters).
Deinandra paniculata paniculate tarplant --/-- Annual herb. Occurs in vernally mesic Low Potential to Occur. Twenty-
CRPR 4.2 areas, sometimes sandy soils, in coastal one paniculate tarplant individuals
scrub, valley and foothill grassland, and were observed adjacent to the
vernal pools with sandy soil. Flowering study area southwest of the Kimes
period: March to December. Elevation: Way and Highway 74 intersection.
80-3,100 feet (25-940 meters). The individuals were located
approximately 150 from the study
area. Although potentially suitable
habitat is present, individuals were
not observed within the study area.
Dodecahema leptoceras slender-horned FE/SE Annual herb. Found in flood-deposited Not Likely to Occur. The study area
spineflower CRPR 1B.1 terraces and washes that support alluvial | supports a small wash associated
fan sage scrub within coastal sage scrub, | with a culvert crossing under
chaparral, and woodlands. Flowering Highway 74, northwest of Wasson
period: April to June. Elevation: 655- Canyon Road. However, this habitat
2,500 feet (200-760 meters). is highly disturbed and supports
little to no native vegetation.
Slender-horned spineflower
generally occurs within relict alluvial
terrace and floodplain areas that
are more stable, support alluvial fan
sage scrub habitat, and are not
prone to frequent scouring or
washout.
Dudleya multicaulis many-stemmed --/-- Perennial herb. Found in clay soils and Not Likely to Occur. The study area
dudleya CRPR 1B.2 sandstone outcrops associated with does not support sandstone

coastal sage scrub, chaparral, and valley
grasslands. Flowering period: April to
July. Elevation: 45-2,590 feet (15-790
meters).

outcrops. This species is readily
identifiable and was not observed
during the field survey which was
conducted during the flowering
period for the species.

HELIX

Environmental Planning

F-3



Attachment F: Sensitive Plant Species Potential to Occur for the Highway 74/Ethanac Sewer Extension Project | October 2023

Species Name Common Name Status’? Habitat, Ecology, and Life History Potential to Occur®
Harpagonella palmeri Palmer's grapplinghook --/-- Annual herb. Grows on clay soils within Low Potential to Occur. Some
CRPR 4.2 openings of grasslands, coastal sage marginal non-native grassland and
scrub, and chaparral. Flowering period: coastal scrub habitat is present
March to May. Elevation: 65-3,135 feet along the edges of the study area,
(20-955 meters). and there are mapped clays soils
that overlap with the study area.
However, the study area is highly
disturbed.
Hordeum intercedens vernal barley --/-- Annual herb. Occurs in vernal pools, Not Likely to Occur. The study area
CRPR 3.2 alkaline flats, and dry, saline streambeds. | does not support vernal pools,
Also found in saline flats and depressions | alkaline flats, or saline streambeds.
within grasslands. Flowering period:
March to June. Elevation: below 3,280
feet (1,000 meters).
Juglans californica Southern California --/-- Perennial tree. Grows in alluvial soils Not Likely to Occur. This perennial
black walnut CRPR 4.2 within coastal sage scrub, chaparral, tree species is readily identifiable
riparian woodlands, and cismontane and was not observed during the
woodlands. Flowering period: March to | field survey.
August. Elevation: 165-2,955 feet (50-
900 meters).
Lasthenia glabrata ssp. Coulter's goldfields -/-- Annual herb. Grows in vernal pools, Not Likely to Occur. The study area
coulteri CRPR 1B.1 playas, and saline habitats within alkali does not support vernal pools,
sinks, coastal salt marshes, and wetland | playas, or saline habitats.
habitats. Flowering period: April to May.
Elevation: below 4,005 feet (1,220
meters).
Lepidium virginicum var. Robinson's pepper- -/-- Annual herb. Grows in openings of sage | Low Potential to Occur. Some
robinsonii grass CRPR 4.3 scrub and chaparral at the coastal and marginal non-native grassland and

foothill elevations throughout California.
Typically observed in relatively dry,
exposed locales rather than beneath a
shrub canopy. Also, found in disturbed
areas. Flowering period: March to June.
Elevation: below 9,186 feet (2,800
meters).

coastal scrub habitat is present
along the edges of the study area.
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Attachment F: Sensitive Plant Species Potential to Occur for the Highway 74/Ethanac Sewer Extension Project | October 2023

Species Name Common Name Status’? Habitat, Ecology, and Life History Potential to Occur®
Microseris douglasii ssp. small-flowered --/-- Annual herb. Found on clay soils within Not Likely to Occur. The study area
platycarpha microseris CRPR 4.2 coastal sage scrub, woodlands, and does not support vernal pools or

grasslands. Often near vernal pools or serpentine outcrops.
serpentine outcrops. Flowering period:
March to May. Elevation: 49-3,510 feet
(15-1,070 meters).
Myosurus minimus ssp. little mousetail --/-- Annual herb. Occurs in alkaline vernal Not Likely to Occur. The study area
apus CRPR 3.1 pools within native grassland. Flowering | does not support alkaline vernal
period: March to June. Elevation: 65- pools.
2,100 feet (20 -640 meters).
Navarretia fossalis spreading navarretia FT/-- Annual herb. Occurs in vernal pools, Not Likely to Occur. The study area
CRPR 1B.1 vernal swales, or roadside depressions. does not support vernal pools,
Population size is strongly correlated vernal swales, or roadside
with rainfall. Depth of pool appears to be | depressions.
a significant factor as this species is
rarely found in shallow pools. Flowering
period: April to June. Elevation: 100-
2,150 feet (30-655 meters).
Orcuttia californica California Orcutt grass FE/SE Annual herb. Occurs in vernal pools. Not Likely to Occur. The study area
CRPR 1B.1 Tends to grow in wetter portions of the does not support vernal pools.
vernal pool basins but does not show
much growth until the basins become
somewhat desiccated. Flowering period:
April to August. Elevation: 45-2,165 feet
(15-660 meters).
Romneya coulteri Coulter's matilija poppy --/-- Perennial herb. Occurs in dry washes and | Not Likely to Occur. The study area
CRPR 4.2 canyons within coastal scrub chaparral, does not support canyons. There is

often in burned areas. Flowering period:
March to August. Elevation: 65-3,900
feet (20-1,200 meters).

a small wash associated with a
culvert crossing under Highway 74,
northwest of Wasson Canyon Road.
This species is readily identifiable
and was not observed during the
field survey which was conducted
during the flowering period of the
Species.
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Attachment F: Sensitive Plant Species Potential to Occur for the Highway 74/Ethanac Sewer Extension Project | October 2023

Species Name Common Name Status’? Habitat, Ecology, and Life History Potential to Occur®
Viguiera laciniata San Diego County --/-- Perennial shrub. Chaparral, coastal scrub | Not Likely to Occur. The study area
viguiera CNPS Rank 4.2 on slopes and ridges. Flowering period: does not support slopes or ridges.

February to June. Elevation: 195-2,460
feet (60-750 meters).

1 Listing is as follows: F = Federal; S = State of California; E = Endangered; T = Threatened; R = Rare

2 CNPS = California Native Plant Society Rare Plant Rank (CRPR): 1A—presumed extirpated in California and either rare or extinct elsewhere; 1B-rare, threatened, or endangered
in California and elsewhere; 2A—presumed extirpated in California, but more common elsewhere; 2B-rare, threatened, or endangered in California, but more common
elsewhere; 3-more information needed; 4-watch list for species of limited distribution. CRPR Extension codes: .1-seriously endangered; .2—moderately endangered; .
3-not very endangered.

3 Not Likely to Occur-There are no present or historical records of the species occurring on or in the immediate vicinity, (within 3 miles) of the study area and the diagnostic
habitats strongly associated with the species do not occur on or in the immediate vicinity of the study area.

Low Potential to Occur—There is a historical record of the species in the vicinity of the study area and potentially suitable habitat is present, but existing conditions, such as
density of cover, prevalence of non-native species, evidence of disturbance, limited habitat area, isolation, substantially reduce the possibility that the species may occur.
The study area is above or below the recognized elevation limits for this species.

Moderate Potential to Occur—The diagnostic habitats associated with the species occur on or in the immediate vicinity of the study area, but there is not a recorded
occurrence of the species within the immediate vicinity (within 3 miles). Some species that contain extremely limited distributions may be considered moderate, even if there
is a recorded occurrence in the immediate vicinity.

High Potential to Occur—There is both suitable habitat associated with the species and a historical record of the species on or in the immediate vicinity of the study area
(within 3 miles).

Species Present-The species was observed on the study area at the time of the survey or during a previous biological survey.

HELIX

Environmental Planning

F-6



Attachment G

Special-Status Animal Species with
Potential to Occur



Attachment G: Special Status Animal Species with Potential to Occur for the Highway 74/Ethanac Sewer Extension Project | October 2023

Scientific Name Common Name | Status® | Habitat Associations Potential to Occur?

INVERTEBRATES

Crustaceans

Streptocephalus woottoni | Riverside fairy shrimp FE/-- Endemic to Western Riverside, Orange, | Not Likely to Occur. The study
and San Diego Counties. Typically area does not support vernal
found in deep vernal pools and pools are depressional areas.
seasonal wetlands at least 30
centimeters deep.

Insects

Bombus crotchii Crotch’s bumblebee --/SC Coastal California east to the Sierra- Low Potential to Occur. Some
Cascade crest and south into Mexico open coastal scrub is present
and is associated with grassland and along the edges of the study
scrub habitats near the coast. Species’ | area. The study area is highly
food genera include Antirrhinum spp., disturbed.
Clarkia spp., Dendromecon spp.,
Eriogonum spp., Eschscholzia spp.,
Lupinus spp., Medicago spp., Phacelia
spp., and Salvia spp. Nests are
underground and commonly consist of
abandoned rodent nests.

Euphydryas editha quino Quino checkerspot FE/-- Open, sunny areas within chaparral and | Not Likely to Occur. Host plants

butterfly coastal sage scrub. Host plants are not observed.

Plantago spp., Antirrhinum
coulterianum, and Cordylanthus rigidus.

VERTEBRATES

Amphibians

Spea hammondii western spadefoot --/SSC Occurs in open coastal sage scrub, Not Likely to Occur. The study
chaparral, and grassland, along sandy area does not appear to support
or gravelly washes, floodplains, alluvial | temporary pools or areas that
fans, or playas; require temporary can hold water long enough to
pools for breeding and friable soils for | support western spadefoot toad
burrowing; generally excluded from breeding.
areas with bullfrogs (Rana cateshiana)
or crayfish (Procambarus spp.)
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Scientific Name Common Name | Status® | Habitat Associations Potential to Occur?
Reptiles
Anniella stebbinsi Southern California --/SSC Broad-leaved upland forest, chaparral, | Not Likely to Occur. Although the
legless lizard coastal dunes and coastal scrub. Occurs | study area supports some coastal
in sandy or loose soils under sparse scrub habitat along the edges of
vegetation. Generally, prefers soils with | the study area, sandy or loose
a high moisture content. soil with high moisture content
and leaf litter was not observed.
The study area is highly
disturbed.
Arizona elegans California glossy snake --/SSC Occurs in arid scrub, rocky washes, Low Potential to Occur. Some
occidentalis grasslands, chaparral, barren desert, open coastal scrub and non-
and pinyon-juniper, oak, or pine native grassland is present along
woodlands. Generally, prefers open the edges of the study area. The
areas and loose soil within these study area is highly disturbed and
habitats. project impacts would be limited
to existing paved roads and
disturbed road shoulders.
Aspidoscelis hyperthrus orange-throated whiptail --/SSC Suitable habitat includes coastal sage Low Potential to Occur. Some
scrub, chaparral, juniper woodland, oak | open coastal scrub and non-
woodland, and grasslands along with native grassland is present along
alluvial fan scrub and riparian areas. the edges of the study area. The
Occurrence of the species correlated study area is highly disturbed.
with the presence perennial plants
(such as California buckwheat,
California sagebrush, black sage, or
chaparral) to provide a food base for its
major food source, termites.
Aspidoscelis tigris coastal whiptail --/WL Occurs in open coastal sage scrub, Low Potential to Occur. Some

stejnegeri

chaparral, and woodlands. Frequently
found along the edges of dirt roads
traversing its habitats. Important
habitat components include open,
sunny areas, shrub cover with
accumulated leaf litter, and an
abundance of insects, spiders, or
scorpions.

open coastal scrub is present
along the edges of the study
area. The study area is highly
disturbed.
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Scientific Name Common Name Status® Habitat Associations Potential to Occur?

Crotalus ruber red-diamond rattlesnake --/SSC Occurs in a wide variety of arid and Low Potential to Occur. Some
semiarid habitats that provide dense open coastal scrub is present
vegetation or rocky cover. It retreats along the edges of the study
into rodent burrows, into cracks in area. There is a CNDDB recorded
rocks or under surface cover objects. occurrence of this species that

overlaps the study area.
However, no date of observation
or specific location information is
provided. The study area is highly
disturbed .

Emys marmorata western pond turtle --/SSC Almost entirely aquatic; occurs in Not Likely to Occur. The study
freshwater marshes, creeks, ponds, area does not support bodies of
rivers, streams, and other bodies of water greater than six feet deep.
water greater than six feet deep.

Requires adjacent basking sites and egg
laying areas.

Phrynosoma coronatum coast horned lizard --/SSC Occupies coastal sage scrub and open Low Potential to Occur. Some
areas in chaparral, oak (Quercus sp.) open coastal scrub is present
woodlands, and coniferous forests with | along the edges of the study
sufficient basking sites, adequate scrub | area. The study area is highly
cover, and areas of loose soil; require disturbed.
native ants, especially harvester ants
(Pogonomyrmex spp.), and are
generally excluded from areas invaded
by Argentine ants (Linepithema
humile).

Salvadora hexalepis coast patch-nosed snake --/SSC Occurs in desert scrub, grassland, Low Potential to Occur. Some

virgultea

chaparral, sagebrush plains, and
pinyon-juniper woodlands in the
southwestern United States south into
Baja California and Mexico, from below
sea level to 7,000 feet.

open coastal scrub and non-
native grassland is present along
the edges of the study area. The
study area is highly disturbed.
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Birds

Accipiter cooperii Cooper’s hawk --/WL This raptor species requires mature Not Likely to Occur. Forest and
forest, open woodlands, and river woodlands do not occur in study
groves habitat. area. Potentially suitable foraging

habitat is adjacent to the study
area.

Aimophila ruficeps rufous-crowned sparrow --/WL Generally found on moderate to steep | Low Potential to Occur. Some
slopes vegetated with grassland, open coastal scrub is present
coastal sage scrub, and chaparral. along the edges of the study
Generally absent from areas with area. The study area is highly
dense stands of coastal sage scrub or disturbed.
chaparral. May occur on steep grassy
slopes without shrubs if rock outcrops
are present.

Artemisiospiza belli Bell’s sparrow --/WL Breeds in dry coastal sage scrub and Low Potential to Occur. Some
chaparral, desert scrub, and similar open coastal scrub is present
other open, scrubby habitats. In foothill | along the edges of the study
chaparral, they tend toward younger, area. The study area is highly
less dense stands that are recovering disturbed.
from recent fires; less common in
older, taller stands that have remained
unburned.

Athene cunicularia burrowing owl --/SSC Occurs in open, treeless areas with low, | Low Potential to Occur. There is
sparse vegetation, usually on gently one CNDDB record occurrence of
sloping terrain. The owls can be found | this species from 1999 that
in grasslands, deserts, and steppe overlap the study area. Suitable
environments; on golf courses, habitat and potential burrows
pastures, agricultural fields, airport and burrow surrogates (i.e.,
medians, and road embankments; in culverts) are present within the
cemeteries and urban vacant lots. They | study area.
are often associated with high densities
of burrowing mammals such as prairie
dogs, ground squirrels, and tortoises.

Charadrius alexandrinus western snowy plover FT/SSC Requires sandy, gravelly, or friable soils | Not Likely to Occur. The study

nivosus for nesting at beaches, dunes, salt flats, | area does not support beaches,
and large lakes. dunes, salt flats, or large lakes.

HELIX

Environmental Planning



Attachment G: Special Status Animal Species with Potential to Occur for the Highway 74/Ethanac Sewer Extension Project | October 2023

Scientific Name Common Name Status® Habitat Associations Potential to Occur?

Elanus leucurus white-tailed kite --/FP Nests in trees with dense canopies Low Potential to Occur. There
within open grasslands, woodlands, are large trees suitable for
and marshes. Forages for small nesting within and adjacent to
mammials within lightly grazed/ the study area. Potentially
ungrazed pastures and grasslands. suitable foraging habitat is

adjacent to the study area.

Eremophila alpestris horned lark --/WL Inhabits a wide variety of open habitats | Low Potential to Occur. Some
with low, sparse vegetation where sparsely vegetated areas are
trees and large shrubs are generally present along the edges of the
absent. Suitable habitats include study area.
grasslands along the coast, deserts
within the inland regions, shrub habitat
at higher elevations, and agricultural
areas.

Icteria virens yellow-breasted chat --/SSC Summer resident of mature riparian Not Likely to Occur. The study
woodlands. Nests are placed in low, area does not support mature
dense vegetation, such as willows (Salix | riparian woodlands.
sp.), blackberry (Rubus sp.), and wild
grape (Vitis californica).

Plegadis chihi white-faced ibis --/SSC Uncommon summer resident in Not Likely to Occur. The study

sections of southern California and a
rare visitor in the Central Valley. Local
wintering visitor along coast. Prefers to
feed in fresh emergent wetlands,
shallow lacustrine waters, muddy
ground of wet meadows, and irrigated
or flooded pastures and croplands.
Nests in dense, fresh emergent
wetland.

area does not support wetland,
lacustrine waters, muddy ground
of wet meadows, or irrigated or
flooded pastures and croplands.

HELIX

Environmental Planning




Attachment G: Special Status Animal Species with Potential to Occur for the Highway 74/Ethanac Sewer Extension Project | October 2023

Scientific Name Common Name Status® Habitat Associations Potential to Occur?
Polioptila californica coastal California FT/SSC Typically occurs in arid, open sage Low Potential to Occur. There
californica gnatcatcher scrub habitats on gently slopes hillsides | are two CNDDB record
to relatively flat areas at elevations occurrences of this species from
below 3,000 feet. Composition of sage | 1999 that overlap the study area.
scrub in which gnatcatchers are found | Some open coastal scrub is
varies though California sagebrush present along the edges of the
present as dominant or co-dominant study area. The study area is
species. Mostly absent from areas highly disturbed and habitat
dominated by black sage (Salvia occurs in small isolated patches,
mellifera), white sage (Salvia apiana), adjacent to existing roads making
or lemonade berry (Rhus integrifolia), it unsuitable to support this
though may occur more regularly in species.
inland regions dominated by black
sage.

Vireo bellii pusillus least Bell’s vireo FE/SE Breeding habitat consists of early to Not Likely to Occur. The study

mid-successional riparian habitat, often
where flowing water is present, but
also found in dry watercourses within
the desert. A structurally diverse
canopy and dense shrub cover is
required for nesting and foraging.
Dominant species within breeding
habitat includes cottonwood and
willows with mule fat, oaks, and
sycamore, and mesquite (Prosopis
glandulosa) and arrowweed (Pluchea
sericea) within desert habitats. The
species can be tolerant of the presence
of non-native species such as tamarisk.

area supports a small area of
arroyo willow thickets (0.03
acre). Riparian habitat within and
adjacent to the study area is of
very low quality and does not
contain the structurally diverse
canopy that this species requires
nesting, foraging, and breeding.
Additionally, riparian habitat
within the study area is isolated
and is not contiguous with
riparian habitat in the vicinity.

HELIX

Environmental Planning



Attachment G: Special Status Animal Species with Potential to Occur for the Highway 74/Ethanac Sewer Extension Project | October 2023

Scientific Name Common Name Status® Habitat Associations Potential to Occur?

Mammals

Chaetodipus fallax fallax northwestern San Diego --/SSC Herbaceous openings within coastal Not Likely to Occur. Some open

pocket mouse sage scrub, chaparral, grasslands, and coastal scrub and non-native
desert scrub. Often associated with grassland is present along the
sandy, rocky, or gravelly substrates. edges of the study area. The
study area is highly disturbed,
adjacent to existing paved roads
and disturbed road shoulders
with compacted soils.

Dipodomys merriami San Bernardino kangaroo FE/SC Generally associated with alluvial fan Not Likely to Occur. The study

parvus rat sage scrub, but also occurs in sage area and adjacent areas do not
scrub, chaparral, and grassland in support alluvial fan sage scrub
proximity to alluvial fan sage scrub habitat.
habitats.

Dipodomys stephensi Stephen’s kangaroo rat FE/ST Primarily occurs in sparsely vegetated Not Likely to Occur. There are
areas within grassland habitats, but CNDDB recorded occurrences of
also found in open coastal scrub this species that overlap the
habitat. Feeds on filaree (Erodium sp.) | study area; however, these
and brome (Bromus sp.) seeds. Dig records are from over 24 years
burrows in firm soil or use abandoned ago. Some open coastal scrub
pocket gopher burrows. and non-native grassland is

present along the edges of the
study area. The study area is
highly disturbed and includes
existing paved roads and
disturbed road shoulders with
compacted soils.

Eumops perotis western mastiff bat --/SSC Roosts under exfoliating rock slabs on Not Likely to Occur. The study

californicus

cliff faces and occasionally in large
boulder crevices and building cracks.
Forages in a variety of open areas,
including washes, floodplains,
chaparral, coastal sage scrub,
woodlands, ponderosa pine forests,
grassland, and agricultural areas.

area does not support suitable
roosting habitat (e.qg., cliff faces,
boulder crevices, building cracks).
Potentially suitable foraging
habitat is adjacent to the study
area.
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Lasiurus xanthinus western yellow bat --/SSC Found in desert regions in wooded Not Likely to Occur. Desert scrub
areas and desert scrub, but expanding | and riparian habitats are not
their range due to ornamental palm present within the study area.
trees in landscaping. Roosts in foliage, There are small palm trees
particularly in thorny vegetation, adjacent to the study area;
palms, and other desert riparian however, these individuals are
habitats. associated with a nursery

operation.
Onychomys torridus southern grasshopper --/SSC Sandy valley floors within desert scrub | Not Likely to Occur. Some open

ramona

mouse

habitat with low to moderate shrub
cover and friable soils, but also found in
coastal scrub and chaparral habitats.

coastal scrub and non-native
grassland is present along the
edges of the study area. The
study area is highly disturbed and
project impacts would be limited
to existing paved roads and
disturbed road shoulders with
compacted soils.

1 Listing codes are as follows: FE = Federally Endangered; FT = Federally Threatened; FC= Federal Candidate; BCC = Birds of Conservation Concern; SE = State of California
Endangered; FP = State of California Fully Protected; SC = State Candidate; SSC = State of California Species of Special Concern.

2 Not Likely to Occur - There are no present or historical records of the species occurring on or in the immediate vicinity, (within 3 miles) of the study area and the diagnostic
habitats strongly associated with the species do not occur on or in the immediate vicinity of the study area.

Low Potential to Occur - There is a historical record of the species in the vicinity of the study area and potentially suitable habitat is present, but existing conditions, such as
density of cover, prevalence of non-native species, evidence of disturbance, limited habitat area, isolation, substantially reduce the possibility that the species may occur. The
study area is above or below the recognized elevation limits for this species.

Moderate Potential to Occur - The diagnostic habitats associated with the species occur on or in the immediate vicinity of the study area, but there is not a recorded
occurrence of the species within the immediate vicinity (within 3 miles). Some species that contain extremely limited distributions may be considered moderate, even if there
is a recorded occurrence in the immediate vicinity.

High Potential to Occur - There is both suitable habitat associated with the species and a historical record of the species on or in the immediate vicinity of the study area

(within 3 miles).

Species Present - The species was observed on the study area at the time of the survey or during a previous biological survey.
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FEDERAL AND STATE CODES

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)

BCC Bird of Conservation Concern
FE Federally listed endangered
FT Federally listed threatened

USFWS Birds of Conservation Concern (BCC)

The primary legal authority for Birds of Conservation Concern (2008) is the Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Act of 1980 (FWCA), as amended. Other authorities include the Endangered Species Act,
Fish and Wildlife Act (1956) and 16 USC §701. A FWCA 1988 amendment (Public Law 100-653, Title VIII)
requires the Secretary of the Interior through the USFWS to “identify species, subspecies, and
populations of all migratory non-game birds that, without additional conservation actions, are likely to
become candidates for listing under the Endangered Species Act of 1973.” The 2008 BCC report is the
most recent effort by the USFWS to carry out this proactive conservation mandate.

The BCC report aims to identify accurately the migratory and non-migratory bird species (beyond those
already designated as federally threatened or endangered) that represent the USFWS’ highest
conservation priorities and draw attention to species in need of conservation action. The USFWS hopes
that by focusing attention on these highest priority species, the report will promote greater study and
protection of the habitats and ecological communities upon which these species depend, thereby
ensuring the future of healthy avian populations and communities. Birds of Conservation Concern 2008
lists are available online at https://www.fws.gov/birds/management/managed-species/birds-of-
conservation-concern.php.

USFWS Federal Candidate (FC) Species

Federal candidate species are those for which the USFWS has on file “sufficient information on biological
vulnerability and threats to support a proposal to list as endangered or threatened, but for which
preparation and publication of a proposal is precluded by higher-priority listing actions. [The USFWS]
maintain[s] this list for a variety of reasons: to notify the public that these species are facing threats to
their survival; to provide advance knowledge of potential listings that could affect decisions of
environmental planners and developers; to provide information that may stimulate conservation efforts
that will remove or reduce threats to these species; to solicit input from interested parties to help us
identify those candidate species that may not require protection under the [Endangered Species Act] or
additional species that may require the Act’s protections; and to solicit necessary information for setting
priorities for preparing listing proposals” (Federal Register 70:90 [May 11, 2005]).

USFWS Federal Proposed Endangered (FPE) Species

Any species the Service has determined is in danger of extinction throughout all or a significant portion
of its range and the Service has proposed a draft rule to list as endangered. Proposed endangered
species are not protected by the take prohibitions of section 9 of the ESA until the rule to list is finalized.
Under section 7(a)(4) of the ESA, federal agencies must confer with the Service if their action will
jeopardize the continued existence of a proposed species.
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USFWS Federal Proposed Threatened (FPT) Species

Any species the Service has determined is likely to become endangered within the foreseeable future
throughout all or a significant portion of its range and the Service has proposed a draft rule to list as
threatened. Proposed threatened species are not protected by the take prohibitions of section 9,
consistent with any protective regulations finalized under section 4(d) of the ESA, until the rule to list is
finalized. Under section 7(a)(4) of the ESA, federal agencies must confer with the Service if their action
will jeopardize the continued existence of a proposed species.

USFWS Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA)

In 1782, Continental Congress adopted the bald eagle as a national symbol. During the next one and a
half centuries, the bald eagle was heavily hunted by sportsmen, taxidermists, fisherman, and farmers.
To prevent the species from becoming extinct, Congress passed the Bald Eagle Protection Act in 1940.
The Act was extremely comprehensive, prohibiting the take, possession, sale, purchase, barter, or offer
to sell, purchase, or barter, export or import of the bald eagle “at any time or in any manner.”

In 1962, Congress amended the Eagle Act to cover golden eagles, a move that was partially an attempt
to strengthen protection of bald eagles, since the latter were often killed by people mistaking them for
golden eagles. The golden eagle, however, is accorded somewhat lighter protection under the Act than
the bald eagle. Another 1962 amendment authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to grant permits to
Native Americans for traditional religious use of eagles and eagle parts and feathers.

California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW)

SCE State candidate for listing as endangered

SE State listed endangered

ST State listed threatened

SSC State species of special concern

WL Watch List

FP Fully Protected species refers to all vertebrate and invertebrate taxa of concern to the Natural

Diversity Data Base regardless of legal or protection status. These species may not be taken or
possessed without a permit from the Fish and Game Commission and/or CDFW.
Special Animal Refers to all vertebrate and invertebrate taxa of concern to the Natural Diversity
Database regardless of legal or protection status.

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)

For plants with no current federal or state legal standing, “CEQA” refers to the fact that under the Act,
impacts to species may be found significant under certain circumstances (e.g., the species are regionally
sensitive and/or are protected by a local policy, ordinance, or habitat conservation plan; or the impact
involves interference with certain movements or migrations, with wildlife corridors or with nursery
sites).
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OTHER CODES AND ABBREVIATIONS

California Native Plant Society California Rare Plant Rank (CRPR) Codes

Lists List/Threat Code Extensions

1A = Presumed extirpated in California and .1 = Seriously threatened in California (over
either rare or extinct elsewhere. Eligible 80 percent of occurrences threatened/high
for state listing. degree and immediacy of threat)

1B = Rare, threatened, or endangered in .2 = Moderately threatened in California (20 to
California and elsewhere. Eligible for 80 percent of occurrences threatened/
state listing. moderate degree and immediacy of threat)

2A = Presumed extirpated in California but .3 = Not very threatened in California (less than
common elsewhere. Eligible for state 20 percent of occurrences threatened/low
listing. degree and immediacy of threat or no current

threats known)
2B =Rare, threatened, or endangered in

California but more common A “CA Endemic” entry corresponds to those taxa that
elsewhere. Eligible for state listing. only occur in California.

3= Review List: Plants about which more All List 1A (presumed extinct in California) and some
information is needed. Some eligible List 3 (need more information; a review list) plants
for state listing. lacking threat information receive no extension.

Threat Code guidelines represent only a starting point

4 = Watch List: Plants of limited in threat level assessment. Other factors, such as
distribution. Needs monitoring for habitat vulnerability and specificity, distribution, and
changes in population status. Few (if condition of occurrences, are considered in setting
any) eligible for state listing. the Threat Code.
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