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NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY AND NOTICE OF COMPLETION 
OF A DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 

The County of Ventura Planning Division , as the designated Lead Agency, has prepared 
a draft environmental impact report (DEIR) for the following project: 

1. Entitlement: Major Modification to Conditional Use Permit No. 1776 and 
Discretionary Tree Permit (County File No. PL22-0032) 

2. Applicant: American Jewish University 

3. Location: 1101 Peppertree Lane, Simi Valley 

4. Assessor Parcel No(s): 685-0-051-040, -050, -140, -190, and -210 

5. Parcel Size: 2,558 acres 

6. General Plan Designation: Rural 

7. Zoning Designation: Rural Agricultural , 160-acre minimum parcel size (RA-160 
ac.) 

8. Responsible and/or Trustee Agencies: Los Angeles Regional Water Quality 
Control Board ; California Department of Fish and Wildlife 

9. Project Description: The Project Applicant requests a Major Modification to 
Conditional Use Permit No. 1776 and a Discretionary Tree Permit be granted to authorize 
development of additional facilities at Camp Alonim. Proposed facilities include the 
following : 

• Welcome Center: a 4,460 sq . ft. building consisting of a lobby, staff lounge, offices, 
and meeting rooms; 

• Camper Cabins: 13 camper cabins, each consisting of 1,930 sq . ft. with two 
bunkrooms and two bathrooms; 

• Head Counselor Cabins: three cabins of 441 sq . ft. each; 
• Arts Pavilion: a 2,307 sq . ft. open-air shade structure for arts and crafts activities; 
• Parking Lot: a new 58-space parking lot adjacent to the Welcome Center; and 
• Landscaping: landscaping improvements around the new structures. 

Three housing trailers, two cottages, and a garage would be demolished to accommodate 
the new development. The Project would also require the removal of 7 4 trees, 15 of which 
are protected . The protected trees to be removed include nine coast live oaks, one 
sycamore, and five large ornamental trees that are classified as heritage trees. The 
heritage trees include four pepper trees and one eucalyptus tree. The Project would also 
encroach upon the protected zones of 67 trees, 42 of which are protected trees. These 
include 20 oaks, 18 sycamores, and four heritage-sized pepper trees. 
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The total allowed number of camp attendees would increase from 472 (400 for Camp 
Alonim, 72 for the Brandeis Collegiate Institute) to 572 (500 for Camp Alonim, 72 for the 
Brandeis Collegiate Institute). The allowable number of events, which are presently 
limited to 15 days per year on Saturdays and Sundays with up to 300 attendees, would 
increase to the following : 

• up to 150 annual event days with attendance of up to 300 people; 
• up to ten annual event days with attendance of up to 500 people; and 
• up to six annual event days with attendance of up to 1,000 people. 

There would be no change to the maximum number of camp staff, which would remain at 
200 . 

Peppertree Lane, a private road, provides access to the camp. Peppertree Lane is the 
southern continuation of Tapo Canyon Road , a major thoroughfare in Simi Valley. Access 
would remain unchanged with the development of the Project. Water services are 
provided by the Brandeis-Bardin Mutual Water Company, which receives imported water 
through the Calleguas Municipal Water District. Wastewater is handled by the City of Simi 
Valley. 

As part of the Major Modification, the Conditional Use Permit's scope will also be 
expanded to include authorization of all existing and proposed Brandeis-Bardin Mutual 
Water Company facilities. 

The proposed project would also extend the life of the Conditional Use Permit for the 
camp and associated uses. Presently, the Conditional Use Permit is set to expire in 2042. 
As proposed, the permit would be extended indefinitely and would not have an expiration 
date. 

The DEIR revealed that the proposed project will result in no significant and unavoidable 
environmental effects and the following significant but mitigable environmental effects: 

• Biological Resources: 
o Impacts on special status wildlife. 
o Impacts on sensitive plant communities. 
o Impacts on wetlands. 
o Impacts on wildlife connectivity. 
o Impacts on protected trees. 

• Geology and Soils: 
o Impacts on unique paleontological resources . 

• Hazards: 
o Impacts on emergency response and evacuation . 
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• Public Services: 
o Impacts associated with a need for new of physically altered fire protection 

facilities . 

• Tribal Cultural Resources: 
o Impacts on unanticipated subterranean resources. 

• Wildfire: 
o Impacts on emergency response and evacuation . 
o Impacts due to exacerbation of wildfire risk. 

The public review period is from December 18, 2025 through February 2, 2026. The 
DEIR and all documents referenced in the DEIR are available for public review on-line at 
rma.venturacounty.gov/planning (select "CEQA Environmental Review") or at the County 
of Ventura, Resource Management Agency, Planning Division , 800 South Victoria 
Avenue, Ventura, California from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm Monday through Friday. The public 
is encouraged to submit written comments to Michael Conger, no later than 5:00 p.m. on 
February 2, 2026 to the address listed above. In the alternative, you may e-mail your 
comments to the case planner at Michael.Conger@venturacounty.gov. 

Susan Curtis, Assistant Planning Director 
Ventura County Planning Division 


