Attachment A for Summary Form           
Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).
The Fountain Wind Project is a proposed wind energy generation facility on approximately 2,855 acres of private, leased land in unincorporated Shasta County, California. The property is approximately one mile west of the existing Hatchet Ridge Wind Project, six miles west of Burney, 35 miles northeast of Redding, immediately south of California State Route (Highway) 299, and near the private recreational facility of Moose Camp and other private inholdings.  
The project would have a total nameplate generating capacity of up to 205 megawatts (MW). The applicant proposes to construct up to 48 turbines, each with a generating capacity of up to 7.2 MW. Associated infrastructure and facilities would include a 34.5-kilovolt overhead and underground electrical collector system to connect turbines together and to an on-site collector substation; overhead and underground fiber-optic communication lines and/or a microwave relay station; an on-site switching station to connect the project to the existing regional grid operated by the Pacific Gas and Electric Company; a temporary construction and equipment laydown area; up to nine temporary laydown areas distributed throughout the project site to temporarily store and stage materials and equipment; an operation and maintenance facility with employee parking; up to three permanent meteorological evaluation towers (METs); temporary, episodic deployment of mobile Sonic Detection and Ranging or Light Detection and Ranging systems within identified disturbance areas (e.g., at MET locations); two storage sheds; and three temporary concrete batch plants. Up to 19 miles of new access roads would be constructed within the project site, and up to 19 miles of existing roads would be improved. No new transmission lines are proposed.
Location:
	Location
	Township/Range
	Latitude
	Longitude

	NW Corner
	035N / 001E
	40° 52' 17.78583515" N
	121° 51' 59.70380910" W

	NE Corner
	035N / 002E
	40° 51' 14.34660324" N
	121° 46' 48.60091825" W

	SE Corner
	034N / 001E
	40° 46' 41.24447906" N
	121° 49' 18.54399918" W

	SW Corner
	034N / 002E
	40° 46' 46.82428761" N
	121° 51' 30.65781792" W


APNs:
	027130046000
	027140028000
	027160020000
	027160027000
	027160047000

	027160049000
	027210006000
	027220001000
	029170006000
	029170008000

	029190010000
	029190011000
	029190012000
	029190013000
	029190014000

	029190016000
	029190017000
	029200043000
	029210001000
	029210009000

	029210019000
	029210020000
	029210021000
	029220006000
	029250001000

	029250010000
	030080005000
	030080006000
	030080007000
	030080008000

	030080013000
	030080014000
	034010003000
	034010004000
	034010008000

	034010016000
	034010017000
	
	
	


Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that would reduce or avoid that effect
The proposed facility has multiple significant and unavoidable impacts on the environment in the areas of Biological Resources; Cultural and Tribal Cultural Resources; Forestry Resources; Hazards, Hazardous Materials, and Wildfire; Land Use and Agriculture; and Visual Resources. In addition, the project conflicts with three local laws or ordinances regarding the allowable uses of the proposed project site. 
The CEC cannot certify a project under the Opt-In Program that conflicts with local laws and ordinances unless the CEC determines the project is needed for public convenience and necessity, and no more prudent and feasible alternative exists to meet that public convenience and necessity. Additionally, to approve the project under CEQA the CEC must find that the specific economic, legal, social, technological, or other benefits of the project outweigh its unavoidable environmental impacts. These determinations require specific findings regarding benefits of the project, supported by substantial evidence.  
As set forth in detail in Section 11, Override Findings and Recommendations, staff recommends the CEC find (1) the project is not necessary for public convenience and necessity and that a battery energy storage system would be a more prudent and feasible alternative and (2) the project benefits do not outweigh its unavoidable environmental impacts. These recommendations are based on the unavoidable environmental impacts taken as a whole, the public safety and general welfare purposes of the local land use ordinances, and the net contribution to the environment and protection from climate change provided by the local laws and ordinances not being outweighed by the project’s relatively small contributions to the energy needs of the state and the modest potential economic interests to the local community. 
Staff considered the competing state policies of preserving our natural environment, especially forested working lands that contribute to carbon sequestration, against the amount the project contributes to the mandated policy in Senate Bill (SB) 100 to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and their effects on climate change. Even so, staff sets forth the evidence and policies herein and has concluded that this project’s benefits are not sufficient to impose the multiple significant burdens that would be the true cost of this project, especially in light of a reasonable alternative that also meets the objectives of the project. Staff acknowledges the key role wind generation plays in SB 100 goals, but concludes the evidence is clear that this location is not compatible with this proposed facility. Staff provides the analysis in detail only to resolve this application before CEC in its unique setting. The following summarizes staff’s conclusions.
Less Than Significant Impact
Project impacts in the environmental topic areas of Climate Change and Greenhouse Gas Emissions; Public Health; Socioeconomics; Solid Waste Management; are less than significant.
Less Than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated 
Air Quality. Less Than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated. With implementation of Air Quality conditions of certification (COCs), potential identified air emissions from the project, including criteria pollutants during construction, including from portable equipment such as concrete batch plants, and wind energy generation facility operation, including occasional use of the emergency generator, would have a less than significant impact, and the project would conform with all applicable LORS.
Geology, Paleontology, and Minerals. Less Than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated. The impacts of applicable geologic hazards would be mitigated to less than significant through project design and construction, based on the results of a site-specific geotechnical investigation, the California Building Code (applicable LORS), and implementation of staff’s proposed COCs. Potential impacts to paleontological resources would be less than significant because the project footprint is underlain by volcanic rocks with low to no potential for paleontological resources. Potential impacts to geologic and mineral resources would be less than significant because these resources are not expected to be encountered during project construction.
Noise and Vibration. Less Than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated. Despite the generation of noise louder than ambient levels, such as from rock blasting, helicopter operation, and other construction activities, with the implementation of staff’s recommended COCs, the project’s construction and operation would have a less than significant impact related to noise and vibration and would conform with applicable LORS.
Transmission Line Safety and Nuisance. Less Than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated. With implementation of staff’s recommended COCs, potential hazards and impacts to receptors associated with transmission lines and related structures and facilities for the project would have a less than significant impact related to transmission line safety and nuisance and would conform with applicable LORS.
Transportation. Less Than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated. Implementation of staff’s recommended COCs to mitigate impacts associated with project ingress and egress and transport of materials to the project that exceed weight, height, and length limits by applying roadway improvements and obtaining all mandatory permits from state and local agencies would reduce impacts of the project to less than significant. Impacts related to transportation would conform with applicable LORS.
Water Resources. Less Than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated. Impact Unknown as to the use of onsite wells for operational water supply. Impacts due to stormwater runoff would be mitigated by adherence to staff’s proposed COCs both during construction and operation. Impacts of discharges to land due to the conversion of timber land would also be addressed by compliance with staff’s proposed COCs. Adherence to state and local permit requirements per Public Resources Code section 25545.1(b)(2) would mitigate potential impacts to waterways and wetlands and potential impacts of an onsite wastewater treatment system.
Significant and Unavoidable Impact
Biological Resources. Significant and Unavoidable Impact. Although construction related impacts would be less than significant with the implementation of staff’s COCs; operation of the project would result in significant and unavoidable impacts to birds and bats from collision with the wind turbines. In addition, because the project would impair aerial firefighting, should a fire start on or near the project site it has the potential to result in substantial impacts to biological and aquatic resources on the project site and surrounding region including the adjacent National Forest Lands. Even with the implementation of staff’s proposed COCs, many of the project’s impacts to biological resources would remain significant and unavoidable and would not conform with most applicable LORS.
Cultural and Tribal Cultural Resources. Significant and Unavoidable Impact. The project would have significant and unavoidable impacts to cultural and tribal cultural resources, related to visual impacts to an identified historical resource and an identified tribal cultural landscape, but would conform with applicable LORS. With implementation of staff’s proposed COCs, many of the proposed project’s impacts on cultural and tribal cultural resources would be less than significant or reduced to the extent possible. However, significant and unmitigable impacts to cultural and tribal cultural resources would remain.
Forestry Resources. Significant and Unavoidable Impact. The proposed project would result in the permanent conversion of forest resources that are classified as Site Class I (high productivity) and II (intermediate productivity), which represents a significant and unavoidable impact. The project would not conform with applicable LORS which are intended to preserve lands within a timber production (TP) district. There is no feasible mitigation that would bring the proposed project into conformance with a TP district. 
Hazards, Hazardous Materials, and Wildfire. Significant and Unavoidable Impact. The proposed project wind turbines would introduce an impediment to aerial firefighting which would present a significant and unavoidable impact to wildfire emergency response. Implementation of staff’s proposed COCs would reduce impacts related to wildfire emergency response to the extent feasible; however, a significant and unavoidable impact would remain. With implementation of staff’s proposed COCs, the proposed project would conform with applicable LORS and have less than significant impacts related to hazards, hazardous materials and wildfire, except for impacts related to wildfire emergency response and nonconformance with Section 17.88.135 of the Shasta County Municipal Code.
Land Use and Agriculture. Significant and Unavoidable Impact. The proposed project would have a less-than-significant impact associated with division of an established community, and no agricultural land conversion impacts. However, the project would not conform with applicable LORS prohibiting a large wind energy system within an unincorporated area of Shasta County. There is no feasible mitigation that would bring the proposed project into conformance with the County’s municipal code.
Visual Resources. Significant and Unavoidable Impact. Project components exceeding 200 feet tall would be required by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) to install lighting and be marked (e.g., a distinguishing color). The emission of new artificial light from the installation of FAA approved air navigation and obstruction lighting systems on 50-plus structures on the project site would be a significant effect on the environment. In addition, the light trespass on surrounding properties created by the FAA-required lighting would have a significant effect on the environment. 
Also, the color, form, texture, scale, and motion by the wind turbines, other structures, and equipment for the project would adversely affect a “scenic vista” and have a significant effect on the environment. The project is inconsistent with the Shasta County Scenic Highways Element and Figure SH-1, objectives and policies in the Shasta County Timberlands Element, and use and requirements in the Timberland Production Zone.
Finally, the project would substantially degrade the existing the visual character or quality of public view of site and its surroundings from key observation points 4 and 5 creating a significant impact on the environment. None of these impacts can be mitigated or avoided. In addition, the project would be in nonconformance with the county Scenic Highways Element, Timberlands Element, and the Timberland Production Zone .
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