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SECTION 1.0 — PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING
11 PROJECT PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND

The Chino Valley Fire District (CVFD or District) is proposing to construct a new fire station (Fire Station
No. 68) and the Essential Resource Facility (ERF), a separate building for offices, apparatus bays, and
emergency supply storage, (Proposed Project or Project) on a vacant 3.74-acre site south of the
intersection of Pipeline Avenue and Soquel Canyon Road in Chino Hills, California. Chino Valley Fire District
identified a significant need to build a fire station in the Soquel Canyon area of Chino Hills through a
Standards of Cover Assessment and Master Plan update conducted in 2018. The assessment found that a
fire station strategically located in the urban-wildland interface will facilitate a quicker response and
deployment of resources during wildland fires. The additional fire station in Chino Hills will also improve
response times and provide needed resources during emergency incidents throughout the Chino Valley.

Following the construction of the Project, the CVFD would be responsible for the operation and
maintenance of the new fire station.The CVFD serves the City of Chino Hills (City), Chino, and surrounding
unincorporated areas of San Bernardio County. The new Fire Station 68 and ERF will be added to the three
existing Chino Hills fire stations, under the CVFD in order to maintain the appropriate levels of response
times to calls for service within its service area.

The CVFD provides emergency response services for fires, medical aids, hazardous materials, rescues,
public assistance, and other responses such as natural disasters or acts of terrorism.

1.2 PROJECT LOCATION AND SITE CHARACTERISTICS

1.2.1 Location

The Project site is in the eastern portion of the City, San Bernardino County, California. The irregular
shaped 3.74-acre parcels, Assessor’s Parcel Number (APN) 1017-241-28 and 1030-341-68, are situated
south of the intersection of Pipeline Avenue and Soquel Canyon Road. Soquel Canyon Road borders the
site to the north and single-family homes border the east and west. Chino Hills State Park is located to the
south. A flood control easement bisects the eastern parcel. The underground flood control channel
daylights just south of the Project site.

1.2.2 Existing Uses

The Project site is currently a vacant undeveloped lot, located along a moderately steep, northeast-facing
slope with an elevational range of approximately 940 to 860 feet above mean sea level.

1.2.3 Regional Setting and Circulation

The Project site is surrounded by single-family residential homes to the north, east, and west, and Chino
Hills State Park to the south. The single-family homes are located to the west and east, approximately 200
feet from the center of the Project site. Michael G. Wickman Elementary School is located to the northeast
of the site, approximately 200 feet from the site at its closest point. The Project site is located south of
Soquel Canyon Road, at the intersection of Pipeline Avenue and Soquel Canyon Road. Since the Project
site is undeveloped, there are currently no access points off Soquel Canyon Road.

Chambers Group, Inc. 1
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1.3.4 Operations

The ERF will provide areas for emergency supplies storage (water, rations, emergency shelters, etc.) and
additional apparatus vehicle storage. It will typically operate intermittently apart from the fire station but
could potentially operate in conjunction with the fire station 24 hours a day in times of a large-scale
emergency response.

The fire station operation would provide emergency response services for fires, medical aids, hazardous
materials, rescue, public assistance, and other responses such as natural disasters or acts of terrorism.
Fire Station No. 68 will be in operation 24 hours a day and will primarily serve the Soquel Canyon area and
will provide support to the other three fire stations as needed.

The Project’s Fire Station No. 68 will house up to six Fire Apparatus while the ERF will house up to five
additional Apparatus.

A backup generator would be provided on-site for any loss of power, requirements for the generator will
be decided further in the design process but a generator size comparable to a Cat C9 with a rating of
180ekW to 300ekW is assumed.

1.3.5 Landscaping

Landscaping at the Project site will include various trees, shrubs, grasses and groundcovers around the
entire perimeters of the site. As part of the landscaping plan, automatic irrigation including drop irrigation
and tree bubblers would be installed and would be recycled water-ready. The Project’s landscaping would
be designed in conformance with the City’s Municipal Code, the City’s Water Efficient Landscape
Ordinance (WELO), and other applicable policies. The City’s WELO is designed to promote water efficiency
standards for new and retrofitted landscapes through more efficient irrigation systems, greywater usage,
onsite stormwater capture, and by limiting the portion of landscapes that can be covered in turf. Through
the types of plants that will be included in the landscaping plan, as well as the water efficient irrigation,
the Project would comply with the WELO.

1.3.6 Construction

Construction of the Proposed Project will require equipment such as loaders, pick-up trucks, backhoe,
water truck for dust suppression, crane, asphalt paver and excavators. Project materials will be staged
within the existing vacant parcels currently managed by the City. Approximately 14,307 cubic yards of soil
would be exported as part of the grading. All portions of the Project including the fire station, ERF, and
site improvements would be constructed on-site.

Construction of the ERF will include a 5-bay apparatus room and offices area with support spaces.
Construction of the fire station entails a 3-bay double deep apparatus room, an additional 600-foot bay,
individual dormitories, kitchen, dining room, day room, physical training room, and other support spaces.

Construction Schedule

The Project is expected to break ground early 2024 and be completed within 12 months, in early 2025.
Construction activities will take place between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. on weekdays and
between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. on Saturdays, in accordance with the City’s Noise Ordinance.

Chambers Group, Inc. 3
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Figure 1 - Project Vicinity Map
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Figure 2 - Project Location Map
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14 REQUIRED PERMITS AND APPROVALS

Reviewing Agencies include those agencies that do not have discretionary powers but may review the
Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) for adequacy and accuracy. Responsible Agencies have
discretionary approval authority for a project. Potential Reviewing Agencies and Responsible Agencies
include the following:

Responsible Agencies

e City of Chino Hills

Reviewing Agencies

e South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD)
e Metropolitan Water District
e Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC), and tribes requesting consultation.

1.4.1 Permits and Approvals

The following permits and approvals may be required prior to construction of the Project:

e General Plan Amendment — Land Use Map amendment — City of Chino Hills

e Site Plan review — City of Chino Hills

e Grading Permit - City of Chino Hills

e Building Permit - City of Chino Hills

e Compliance with National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Construction General
Permit by the Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB)

Chambers Group, Inc. 6
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SECTION 3.0 — EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

A brief explanation is required for all answers except “No Impact” answers that are adequately
supported by the information sources a lead agency cites. A “No Impact” answer is adequately
supported if the referenced information sources show that the impact simply does not apply to
projects like the one involved (e.g., the project falls outside a fault rupture zone). A “No Impact”
answer should be explained where it is based on project-specific factors as well as general standards
(e.g., the project will not expose sensitive receptors to pollutants, based on a project-specific
screening analysis).

All answers must take account of the whole action involved, including offsite as well as on-site,
cumulative as well as project-level, indirect as well as direct, and construction as well as operational
impacts.

Once the lead agency has determined that a particular physical impact may occur, then the checklist
answers must indicate whether the impact is potentially significant, less than significant with
mitigation, or less than significant. “Potentially Significant Impact” is appropriate if substantial
evidence exists that an effect may be significant. If one or more “Potentially Significant Impact” entries
are marked when the determination is made, an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) is required.

“Negative Declaration: Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorporated” applies where the
incorporation of mitigation measures has reduced an effect from “Potentially Significant Impact” to a
“Less Than Significant Impact.” The lead agency must describe the mitigation measures and briefly
explain how they reduce the effect to a less than significant level (mitigation measures from earlier
analyses may be cross-referenced).

Earlier analyses may be used where, pursuant to the tiering, program EIR, or other California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) process, an effect has been adequately analyzed in an earlier EIR
or negative declaration. Section 15063(c)(3)(D). In this case, a brief discussion should identify the
following:

a. Earlier Analysis Used. Identify and state where they are available for review.

b. Impacts Adequately Addressed. Identify which effects from the above checklist were within the
scope of and adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards,
and state whether such effects were addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier
analysis.

c. Mitigation Measures. For effects that are “Less than Significant with Mitigation Measures
Incorporated,” describe the mitigation measures which were incorporated or refined from the
earlier document and the extent to which they address site-specific conditions for the project.

Lead agencies are encouraged to incorporate into the checklist references to information sources for

potential impacts (e.g., general plans, zoning ordinances). Reference to a previously prepared or

outside document should, where appropriate, include a reference to the page or pages where the
statement is substantiated.

Supporting Information Sources: A source list should be attached, and other sources used or
individuals contacted should be cited in the discussion.

The explanation of each issue should identify:

a. The significance criteria or threshold, if any, used to evaluate each question; and
b. The mitigation measure identified, if any, to reduce the impact to less than significant.

*Note: Instructions may be omitted from final document.

Chambers Group, Inc. 8
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SECTION 4.0 — CHECKLIST OF ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

4.1 AESTHETICS
Less than
AESTHETICS. Potentially Significant Less Than No
1. Except as provided in Public Resources Code Significant With Significant Impact
Section 21099, would the project: Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated

(a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista? ] (] X ]
(b) Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but

not limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and historic ] ] X ]

buildings within a state scenic highway?

Substantially degrade the existing visual character or
quality of public views of the site and its
surroundings? (Public views are those that are
experienced from publicly accessible vantage point). ] ] X ]
If the project is in an urbanized area, would the
project conflict with applicable zoning and other
regulations governing scenic quality?

(d)

Create a new source of substantial light or glare
which would adversely affect day or nighttime views ] O X O
in the area?

4.1.1 Impact Analysis

a)

b)

Would the project have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista?

Less Than Significant Impact. The Proposed Project includes the construction of Fire Station 68 and
the ERF on a vacant 3.74-acre site south of the intersection of Pipeline Avenue and Soquel Canyon
Road in Chino Hills, California. The City implements regulations to protect and enhance the unique
visual resources of the City. These visual resources include the community’s hillside setting, diverse
topographic forms, and scenic qualities. The Proposed Project site is located 1,500 feet north of a
prominent ridgeline which overlooks the Chino Hills State Park (Chino Hills 2015) and south of Rincon
Park (approximately 700 feet) (Google Maps 2023). The Chino Hills General Plan Land Use Element
prohibits housing and other development on ridgelines visible to Chino Hills State Park. Since the
Proposed Project site is not located on the prominent ridgeline and due to the main building being
approximately 30 feet in height, the scenic vistas overlooking the State Park or Rincon Park would not
be affected. Impacts would be less than significant.

Would the project substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not limited to, trees, rock
outcroppings, and historic buildings within a state scenic highway?

Less Than Significant Impact. The Proposed Project site is located within an urbanized area along
Soquel Canyon Parkway. The site is currently vacant and is located north of the Chino Hills State Park
area and south of Rincon Park. There are no scenic highways within Chino Hills that have been
designated by the state or the City and there are no candidates for the scenic highway land use
designation (Caltrans 2022, Chino Hills 2015). The City of Chino Hills Tree Preservation Ordinance
within the Chino Hills Municipal Code was established in 2020 to maintain, preserve and protect
certain species of trees and certain mature trees within the City, and to act as a guide when
replacement or relocation of certain trees is determined to be necessary. While there are a few

Chambers Group, Inc. 9
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d)

clusters of trees within the southern portion of the Proposed Project site, any relocation or
replacement will comply with this ordinance. Impacts would be less than significant.

Would the project substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality of public views of the
site and its surroundings? (Public views are those that are experienced from publicly accessible
vantage point). If the project is in an urbanized area, would the project conflict with applicable zoning
and other regulations governing scenic quality?

Less Than Significant Impact. As discussed above, the Proposed Project would be located on a vacant
lot in Chino Hills. Prominent visual characters near the Proposed Project site are the Chino Hills State
Park, directly south of the Project site and Rincon Park, north of the Project site. The Proposed Project
would not develop structures that would exceed the development standards for institutional/public
facilities zone districts that could impact views of the nearby parks. The City’s General Plan Land Use
Element includes policies that protect scenic resources including the following:

e Policy LU-1.2: Preserve and enhance the aesthetics resources of Chino Hills, including the
City’s unique natural resources, roadside views, and scenic resources.

The Proposed Project would be consistent with this policy, as it would not impact unique natural
resources or scenic resources. As noted in Section 4.4, the Project site does not fall within a designated
critical habitat. In addition, as noted in 4.1 b) above, there are no scenic highways within Chino Hills
that have been designated by the state or the City and there are no candidates for the scenic highway
land use designation. Although the Proposed Project would impact roadside views, the current view
from Soquel Canyon Parkway is of vacant land surrounded by residential development. The
construction of a fire station on this site would not impact scenic resources such that roadside views
would degrade with the new structures onsite. Impacts would be less than significant.

Create a new source of substantial light or glare which would adversely affect day or nighttime views
in the area?

Less Than Significant Impact. Existing light sources within the Project vicinity include lights from
vehicles along adjacent roadways, street lighting along Soquel Canyon Parkway, and outdoor lighting
from surrounding residences. Outside of street and vehicle lights, no other lighting is currently located
within the Project site. During construction, the Proposed Project would generate light and glare from
the presence and operation of vehicles and equipment. Construction would be scheduled between
the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. on weekdays, or 8:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. on Saturdays, Sundays,
and federal holidays; no construction activities would occur during nighttime hours (Chino Hills
Municipal Code 8.08.020)

During operational use of the fire station, light sources would come from indoor lighting, outdoor
lighting for security purposes, and minimal light/glare from emergency lights. All lighting included
would be consistent with lighting requirements for the surrounding area. The Proposed Project would
comply with Chino Hills Municipal Code, Section 16.09.070 which addresses general lighting guidelines
such as:

- Parking lot lighting poles and fixtures should complement the overall site architecture and design
in terms of scale, color, and style.

Chambers Group, Inc. 10
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4.2

or zone(s).

Impacts would be less than significant.

AGRICULTURE & FORESTRY RESOURCES

Use decorative light sconces for all exterior building lights. Wall Packs are not permitted.

Parking lot light shall be shielded when the project is located adjacent to residential development

AGRICULTURE & FOREST RESOURCES.

(In determining whether impacts to agricultural
resources are significant environmental effects,
lead agencies may refer to the California
Agricultural Land Evaluation and Site Assessment
Model (1997) prepared by the California
Department of Conservation as an optional model
to use in assessing impacts on agriculture and
farmland. In determining whether impacts to
forest resources, including timberland, are
significant environmental effects, lead agencies
may refer to information compiled by the
California Department of Forestry and Fire
Protection regarding the state’s inventory of forest
land, including the Forest and Range Assessment
Project and the Forest Legacy Assessment project;
and forest carbon measurement methodology
provided in Forest Protocols adopted by the
California Air Resources Board. Would the project:

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Less than
Significant
With
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No
Impact

Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or
Farmland of Statewide Importance (Farmland), as
shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the
Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of the
California Resources Agency, to nonagricultural use?

(b)

Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a
Williamson Act contract?

(c)

Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of,
forest land (as defined in Public Resources Code
section 12220(g)), timberland (as defined by Public
Resources Code section 4526), or timberland zoned
Timberland Production (as defined by Government
Code section 51104(g))?

(d)

Result in the loss of forest land or conversion of
forest land to non-forest use?

(e)

Involve other changes in the existing environment
which, due to their location or nature, could result in
conversion of Farmland, to nonagricultural use or the
conversion of forest land to non-forest use?

4.2.1 Impact Analysis

a) Would the project convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide Importance
(Farmland), as shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring
Program of the California Resources Agency, to nonagricultural use?

Less than Significant Impact. The Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program (FMMP) administered
by the California Department of Conservation produces maps and statistical data to analyze impacts
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b)

d)

e)

on California’s agricultural resources. Agricultural land is rated according to soil quality and irrigation
status. The Proposed Project site is categorized as grazing land which is land on which the existing
vegetation is suited to the grazing of livestock (DOC 2022a). The Project site’s permitted land uses
consist of partial open space and partial institutional/public facilities. The Project site is not within
prime farmland, unique farmland, or farmland of statewide importance. The Project site is not
currently utilized for grazing, animal keeping or farming use; therefore, there will not be a conversion
of uses. Impacts would be less than significant.

Would the project conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a Williamson Act contract?

No Impact. The Project site is zoned within Planned Development PD-41-163 and is designated under
the General Plan Land Use Map as Institutional/Public Facility and 0S-2. The Project proposes to
change the portion of the designated 0S-2 to Institutional/Public Facility. None of the parcels are in a
Williamson Act contract or conflict with any existing agricultural use (County 2021, City of Chino Hills
2015). No impact would occur.

Would the project conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of, forest land (as defined in
Public Resources Code section 12220(qg)), timberland (as defined by Public Resources Code section
4526), or timberland zoned Timberland Production (as defined by Government Code section
51104(g))?

No Impact. While the Proposed Project site does include trees in the southern portion of the site, it is
not currently zoned for forest land or timberland; the Proposed Project would therefore not result in
the conversion of any farmland or forest land to another use. No impact would occur.

Would the project result in the loss of forest land or conversion of forest land to non-forest use?

No Impact. See discussion in sections b) and c), above. The Project site is zoned for PD-41-163 and is
not located within forest land or timberland. No forest land would be lost or converted to non-forest
uses for the purpose of the Proposed Project. No impact would occur.

Would the project involve other changes in the existing environment which, due to their location or
nature, could result in conversion of Farmland, to nonagricultural use or the conversion of forest land
to non-forest use?

Less than Significant Impact. The Proposed Project site is currently vacant surrounded by residential
land uses to the north, east, and west and an institutional use to the northeast. Vegetation
communities onsite are comprised mostly of non-native grassland. The development of the site
includes Fire Station 68, ERF, and associated infrastructure. The Proposed Project will not result in
conversion of farmland to nonagricultural use or non-forest use because the Project site is not
designated as farmland or forest land. While the Project site has been categorized as grazing land,
there are no current grazing operations occurring. Therefore, the impacts would be less than
significant.
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4.3 AIR QUALITY
AIR QUALITY. Less than
Where available, the significance criteria . L.
. A R R Potentially Significant Less Than
3 established by the applicable air quality Significant With Significant No
' management district or air pollution control g e L. g Impact
L . . Impact Mitigation Impact
district may be relied upon to make the following Incoroorated
determinations. Would the project: P
(a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the
applicable air quality plan? O O IZ' O
(b) Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of
any criteria pollutant for which the project region is
non-attainment under an applicable federal or state O O IZ' O
ambient air quality standard?
(c) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant
concentrations? O O |Z O
(d) Result in other emissions, such as those leading to
odors adversely affecting a substantial number of ] ] IZI ]
people?
43.1 Impact Analysis

LDN Consultants prepared an Air Quality Assessment for the Proposed Project to identify potential air
quality impacts. The results of the study are provided below and within Appendix A.

a)

Would the project conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air quality plan?

Less Than Significant Impact. The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) has
jurisdiction over an area of approximately 10,743 square miles, consisting of the South Coast Air Basin
(SCAB), and the Riverside County portions of the Salton Sea Air Basin (SSAB) and Mojave Desert Air
Basin (MDAB). The district prepares Air Quality Management Plans (AQMP) to demonstrate how the
region will reduce air pollution emissions to meet the federal and state health-based standards to
comply with Clean Air Act requirements and will be ultimately a part of the SIP. The Final 2022 Air
Quality Management Plan and has been submitted to the ARB for adoption before submittal to the
U.S. EPA for final approval, which are anticipated to occur sometime this year. After the 2022 AQMP
has been adopted by ARB and U.S. EPA, the 2022 AQMP will be incorporated into the State
Implementation Plan (SIP). The 2022 AQMP establishes actions and strategies to reduce ozone levels
to the U.S. EPA 2015 ozone standard of 70 ppb by 2037. The 2022 AQMP promotes extensive use of
zero-emission technologies across all stationary and mobile sources coupled with rules and
regulations, investment strategies, and incentives.

Although SCAQMD is responsible for regional air quality planning efforts, it does not have the
authority to directly regulate air quality issues associated with plans and new development projects
throughout the Air Basin. Instead, this is controlled through local jurisdictions in accordance with
CEQA. In order to assist local jurisdictions with air quality compliance issues the CEQA Air Quality
Handbook (SCAQMD CEQA Handbook), prepared by SCAQMD, 1993, with the most current updates
found at http://www.agmd.gov/cega/hdbk.html, was developed in accordance with the projections
and programs detailed in the AQMPs. The purpose of the SCAQMD CEQA Handbook is to assist Lead
Agencies, as well as consultants, project proponents, and other interested parties in evaluating a
proposed project’s potential air quality impacts. Specifically, the SCAQMD CEQA Handbook explains
the procedures that SCAQMD recommends be followed for the environmental review process
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required by CEQA. The SCAQMD CEQA Handbook provides direction on how to evaluate potential air
quality impacts, how to determine whether these impacts are significant, and how to mitigate these
impacts. The SCAQMD intends that by providing this guidance, the air quality impacts of plans and
development proposals will be analyzed accurately and consistently throughout the Air Basin, and
adverse impacts will be minimized.

To determine whether a project would create potential air quality impacts, the City of Chino Hills uses
SCAQMD Air Quality Thresholds. The screening thresholds for construction and daily operations are
shown in Table 4.3-1 below. Demonstrating a project’s compliance with SCAQMD Screening
thresholds are a significant part of demonstrating compliance with SCAQMDs AQMP and is critical to
insuring less than significant impacts.

Table 4.3-1: Screening Threshold for Criteria Pollutants

Pollutant Total Emissions (Pounds per Day)

Construction Emissions

Respirable Particulate Matter (PM1o and 150 and 55
P