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Notice of Exemption Appendix E
To: Office of Planning and Research From: (Public Agency): Caltrans, District 2
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 1657 Riverside Drive
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 X
Redding, CA 96001
County Clerk
County of: (Address)

Project Title: Cottonwood Toomes Access

Project Applicant: California Department of Transportation (Caltrans)

Project Location - Specific:
The project is located along Interstate 5 in Tehama County at post mile 42.0 and along State Route 99 in Tehama County at post
mile 8.4.

Project Location - City: Project Location - County: _Tehama

Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project:

The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), using state funding only, is proposing to construct a gravel access road to facilitate relinquishment of the Cottonwood Creek mitigation site on Interstate 5 in Tehama
County at post mile (PM) 42.0. In addition, a damaged gate and fencing would be repaired and/or replaced at the Toomes Creek mitigation site on State Route 99 in Tehama County at PM 8.4. The purpose of the project is to
improve access to and within the Cottonwood and Toomes Creek mitigation sites to facilitate a transfer of ownership of the property. The project is needed because the existing access to the Cottonwood Creek mitigation site is
along an undeveloped, unofficial narrow dirt footpath and in its current state, is impractical for service-vehicle use. Further, Caltrans pays an annual fee for the right to enter a private landowner’s property to access part of the
mitigation site. If transferred to a third-party entity in the future, an encroachment permit through freeway access control or an alternate access route will be required. At both sites, the existing fencing is intermittent, and gates are
damaged, difficult to maneuver, or missing. Due to the existing conditions, the sites are unlikely to attract a third-party, to accept ownership and responsibility for the site. In addition, the site is difficult to maintain for Caltrans staff.

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: Caltrans

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: Caltrans

Exempt Status: (check one):
O Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);
U Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a));
OO0 Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));
X Categorical Exemption. State type and section number:
O Statutory Exemptions. State code number:

New Construction, Section 15303

Reasons why project is exempt:

Caltrans determined that the project is categorically exempt in accordance with Section 15303 (New Construction or
Conversion of Small Structures) Class 3 — Construction and location of limited numbers of new, small facilities or
structures; installation of small new equipment and facilities in small structures; and the conversion of existing small
structures from one use to another where only minor modifications are made in the exterior of the structure. The project
would not have a significant effect on the environment.

Lead Agency )
Contact Person: Julie McFall Area Code/Telephone/Extension: (530) 812-4878

If filed by applicant:
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.
2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project?  Yes No

Signature:%ﬂww Date: 9/29/23 Title: Branch Chief - RM2

+—Signed by Lead Agency Signed by Applicant

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. Date Received for filing at OPR:
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code.
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