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Yolo County Resource Conservation District 
221 West Court Street, Suite 1 
Woodland, CA 95695 
adams@yolorcd.org 

Project Location - Specific: Assessor Parcel Numbers: 18430083, 18430084, 18430071, 18430074, 60050009, 
60040001,18450038,18450039,18450028, 18450025 

Project Location - City/County: Brooks, Yolo County, CA 

Description of nature and purpose of the Project: The project proposes to reduce fuel loading and provide training 
opportunities for local and state fire agencies. A secondary objective is to reduce populations of medusahead (Elymus

caput-medusae) to enhance grazing. To achieve these objectives the project proponent proposes to use broadcast burning 
within the project boundaries, which encompass 2,542 acres. To help ensure additional control of the medusahead 
populations, the land manager will apply a seed mixture of grasses and native wildflowers post-fire. Control lines are 
expected to primarily be wet lines created by fire engines. Heavy equipment will be restricted to existing roads and disc lines 
maintained by the ranch owners. Additional hand line construction may be necessary in places; this is expected to be 
minimal. All burning will be performed in accordance with the terms and conditions of a burn permit issued by the Yolo­
Solano Air Management District. Annual burns at this location are anticipated. 

Work may occur during nesting bird season. If work commences during nesting bird season (February 1 st to September 15th) 

the project area will be surveyed for nesting birds no more than one week prior to operations by a qualified biologist. If 
nesting birds are located, the Yolo County Resource Conservation District will develop measures that minimize impacts and 
are consistent with the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. 

A 25-foot buffer will be placed on all watercourses within the project area. Within this buffer: 

• No vehicles or equipment are permitted except on existing roads (buffer extended to 50 ft for vehicles and
equipment).

• No handlines are to be constructed.
• No ignition devices are to be used.
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The biological assessment through the California Natural Diversity Database identified potential habitat for Bombus crotchii, 

a bumble bee under consideration for state endangered species listing, valley elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus 

californicus dimorphus), and the presence of Keck's checkerbloom (Sidalcea keckii), a federally endangered plant species 
within one mile. Avoidance measures will be followed to protect checkerbloom, beetle, and bumble bee populations. These 
include: 

• Water course buffers (listed above).

• Pre-implementation surveys for elderberry bushes will be conducted; if found, activities will be modified by creating

buffers to prevent impact.

• Timing of burns to avoid peak native flower blooming and bumble bee activity season (March 15 -August 15).

• Using a piecemeal approach to burn areas to ensure that not all habitat is burned at once.

It is important to note that prescribed burning with a low to moderate intensity results in levels of disturbance that are 
overall beneficial to California native ecosystems. The proposed project would result in minor soil disturbance that is likely to 
improve the habitat for Keck's checkerbloom and Bombus crotchii populations. Additionally, regular use of prescribed fire in 

the project area will reduce the likelihood of landscape-wide, high-severity wildfires that result from fuel buildup. 

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: Yolo County Resource Conservation District 

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: CAL FIRE 

Exempt Status: Categorical Exemption: Class 4 § 15304 Minor Alteration of Land 

Reasons the project is exempt: The project meets the requirements of Class 4 Categorical Exemption (minor alterations 
to land) Section 15304. Project implementation will result in alterations to the land that are best described as minor in 
scope, that will not significantly impact the aesthetic of the property, or biological and/or cultural resources, and that do 
not involve the removal of mature, scenic trees for any purpose. No exceptions apply which would preclude the use of a 
"Notice of Exemption" for this project. It has been concluded that no significant adverse environmental impacts would 
occur to aesthetics, agriculture and forest resources, air quality, biological resources, cultural resources, energy, geology 
and soils, greenhouse gas emissions, hazards and hazardous materials, hydrology and water quality, land use and planning, 
mineral resources, noise, populations and housing, public services, recreation, transportation and traffic, or utilities and 
service systems. 

Signature (Lead Agency):---�-------------­ Date: 
Name/Title: Heather Nichols, Executive Director Phone: (530) 661-1688 ext. 3 
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State of California - Department of Fish and WIidlife 

2023 ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT FILING FEE 

CASH RECEIPT 

DFW 753.Sa (REV. 01/01/23) Previously DFG 753.5a 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE. TYPE OR PRINT CLEARLY. 

LEAD AGENCY LEADAGENCY EMAIL 
YOLO COUNTY RESOURCE CONSERVATION adams@yolorcd.org 

COUNTY/STATE AGENCY OF FILING \ 

YOLO 

PROJECT TITLE 

MURPHY RANCH TRAINING BURN 

RECEIPT NUMBER: 

57-09262023-086

STATE CLEARINGHOUSE NUMBER (If appf/oab/e) 

DATE 

09/26/2023 

DOCUMENT NUMBER 

PROJECT APPLICANT NAME 

HEATHER NICHOLS 
PROJECT APPLICANT EMAIL 

adams@yolorcd.org 
PHONE NUMBER 

(530) 661-1688

PROJECT APPLICANT ADDRESS 

221 WEST COURT STREET SUITE 1 

PROJECT APPLICANT (Check appropriate box) 

[&] Local Public Agency D School District 

CHECK APPLICABLE FEES: 

CITY 

WOODLAND 

D Other Special District 

STATE 

CA 

ZIP CODE 

95695 

D State Agency D Private Entity 

D Environmental Impact Report (EIR) $3,839.25 

$2,764.00 

$1,305.25 

$ __________ _ 

O Mitigated/Negative Declaration (MND)(ND) $ __________ _ 

D Certified Regulatory Program (CRP) document - payment due directly to CDFW $ __________ _ 

IX1 Exempt from fee 

IX! Notice of Exemption (attach) 

D CDFW No Effect Determination (attach) 

D Fee previously paid (attach previously issued cash receipt copy) 

O Water Right Application or Petition Fee (State Water Resources Control Board only) 

IX} County documentary handling fee 

$850.00 $ 

$ 

$ D Other 

PAYMENT METHOD: 

0 Cash IX! Credit 

SIGNATURE 

x°Ko<� 

ORIGINAL-PROJECT APPLICANT 

0 Check D Other 

COPY· CDFW/ASB 

TOTAL RECEIVED $ 

AGENCY OF FILING PRINTED NAME AND TITLE 

Karla Lopez, Deputy County Clerk-Recorder 

COPY• LEAD AGENCY COPY· COUNTY CLERK 

$50.00 

$50.00 

DFW 753.5a (Rev. 01/01/2023) 








