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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
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	Project Title: Highway 59 Phase 1 Widening and Widening Over Black Rascal Creek
	Lead Agency: California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), District 10
	Contact Name: C. Scott Guidi, District 10 Environmental Office Chief
	Email: Scott.Guidi@dot.ca.gov
	Phone Number: (209) 479-1839
	Project Location: Merced, Merced County, CA
	Project Description: The City of Merced proposes to widen and improve State Route 59 from a two-lane roadway to four lanes from the 16th Street intersection to approximately 600 feet south of Buena Vista Drive. The project also proposes to replace the Black Rascal Creek Bridge and the South Fork Black Rascal Creek Bridge. Additional project features include standard shoulders, intersection improvements, Class 2 bicycle lanes, a striped two-way left-turn lane and median, and sidewalks. To accommodate the four-lane facility, the Black Rascal Creek Bridge and the South Fork Black Rascal Creek Bridge would be replaced. Both bridge structures are within the regulatory floodway of Black Rascal Creek and are overtopped in large storm events. To correct this overtopping and improve the hydraulics, the main creek channel would be realigned to flow beneath the Black Rascal Creek Bridge crossing. The existing South Fork Black Rascal Creek Bridge would be replaced with culverts, which would then serve to allow for continued water flow and function as an emergency bypass during heavy creek flows. Minimal right-of-way acquisition would be required to accommodate the widened roadway and may also be needed for potential utility relocations. Temporary construction easements and encroachment permits would also be required to accommodate project construction. The project would be built in stages to maintain traffic flow through the area. 
	Project's Effects: Potential impacts as a result of the proposed Project include impacts to air quality, biological resources, geology and soils, hydrology/floodplain and water quality, vehicle miles traveled, and tribal cultural resources. Best management practices and industry standard avoidance, minimization, and mitigation measures would be implemented to reduce any potential impacts to less than significant. These include environmental work windows, erosion control, environmentally sensitive area fencing, road diet mitigation, and a fish exclusion plan to exclude fish from the project area prior to dewatering of the project area.
	Areas of Controversy: No areas of controversy are known.
	List of Agencies: City of Merced, responsible agency.
California Department of Fish and Wildlife, Region 4, trustee agency.
Central Valley Flood Protection Board, trustee agency.
Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board, Central Valley Region 5, trustee agency.



